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PREFACE. 


T 


'HE  Plan  of  this  Work  is  to  iketch  the  Lives  of 
the  principal  si^lors  in  the  French  Revolution^ 
and  to  trace  die  influence  of  individuals  in  pro* 
ducmg  events  which  have  filled  the  world  with 
aftonimment,  and  for  which  hiftorical  parallels  are 
Ibught  in  vain.  It  is  alfo  no  lefs  the  objed  of  thefe 
Memoirs  to  ihew  the  nature,  fpirit,  and  tendency  of 
thofe  principles  which  contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of 
fimguine  innovators,  who,  under  a  pretence  of  amelio* 
nting  the  condition  of  mankind,  meditated  the  fub- 
verfion  of  focial  order. 

I  was  firft  induced  to  undertake  this  Work  from 
obferving  the  general  fyftem  of  mifreprefentation 
which  has  prevailed  in  defcribing  the  charaders  of 
thofe  who  have  aded  confpicuous  parts  in  the 
French  Revolution.  Writers  friendly  to  the  caufe 
have  laboured  to  juftify  the  promoters  of  it,  not 
br  demonftrating  the  purity  or  propriety  of  their 
views,  but  by  an  unlimited  cenfure  of  their  opponents. 
Succeeding  fisi£ti<»is  have  adopted  the  fame  line  of 
conduft  towards  their  predeceflbrs.  Language  and 
invention  have  been  exhaufted  in  terms  of  abufe 
and  modes  of  crimination. 

On  the  other  hand,  fome  have  aflumed  the  taik 
of  being  their  own  Biographers ;  and,  with  a  fhamelefs 
difregard  of  truth  and  decency,  have  lavifhed  on 
tfaemfelves  and  on  their  co-operators  all  the  eulogies 
which  could  be  claimed  by  wifdom,  virtue,  difmter- 
eftednefs,  and  pure  patriotifm* 
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From  fuch  publications  real  information  can  rarely 
be  derived ;  if  the  narrators  have  afforded  means  of 
tracing  the  progrefs  of  their  own  conduft  from  year 
to  year,  they  have  feldom  prefented  true  motives 
of  adion,  or  faithfully  difplayed  their  ultimate  views. 
The  biographical  works  which  have  appeared  in  the 
courfe  of  the  French  Revolution  are,  therefore,  not 
to  be  implicitly  depended  on,  but  can  only  obtain 
a  partial  credit,  by  a  comparifon  with  cotemporary 
narratives  and  with  the  hiftory  of  the  times* 
,  And  yet  it  is  from  thefe  fources  that  moft  of  the 
writers  who  have  defended  the  Revolution  have 
drawn  their  materials,  implicitly  crediting  all  the  un- 
juft  afperfions  which  the  enemies  of  Monarchy  have 
cafl  on  the  King  and  Queen,  and  on  their  adherents, 
and  relying  on  the  interefted  and  partial  accounts 
which  the  Regicides  have  given  of  their  own  condu£l 
and  party*  They  have  alfo  frequently  exaggerated 
what  they  found  ;  and  as  they  feldom  precifely  quote 
their  authorities,  they  have  impofed  on  many,  whom 
want  of  leifure  or  facility  of  difpofition  have  pre- 
vented from  purfuing  the  proper  means  of  detection. 

I  have  made  it  my  bufinefs  faithfully  and  dili- 
gently to  examine  both  fides  of  the  queftton ;  to  fe- 
led,  combine,  and  compare  the  difcordant  accounts 
of  the  fame  tranfaftion  ;  to  weigh  the  motives  which 
various  parties  have  afligned  for  their  own  conduft 
an3  that  of  their  opponents  ;  and  to  draw  fuch  pro- 
bable refults  as  were  warranted  by  circumftances  and 
authorities. 

To  avoid  every  imputation  of  intended  error,  I 
have  made  it  an  invariable  rule  to  advance  no  affer-v 
tion  for  which  I  have  not  produced  my  authorities. 
Without  tlxjs  precaution  my  work  would  have  had 
no  claim  to  a  different  eftimation  from  thofe  political 
romances  which  are  daily  obtruded  on  the  world. 
under  the  names  of  hiftory  and  biography. 

It  is  a  firgularity  in  the  times  which  have  engaged 
my  attention,  that  the  lapfe  of  a  few  years  has  dit 
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dofed  fo  maay  latent  fprings  of  adion,  that  what  has 
ufually  formed  the  refearch  of  fubfequent  genera- 
tions,  and  been  flowly  produced  under  the  name  of 
fecret  hiftory,  now  (lands  unveiled,  and  the  diligent 
inquirer  may  be  gratified  with  a  full  difclofure  of  the 
private  motives,  as  well  as  the  public  condutt  of 
thofe  who,  during  a  moft  interefting  period  of  the 
French  Revolution,  direded  the  helm  of  affairs,  and 
engaged  the  attention  of  mankind. 

The  nature  of  the  information  thus  to  be  obtained 
has  formed,  with  refpe£l  to  time,  the  limit  of  my 
prefent  undertaking.  During  the  early  periods  of 
the  R^evolution,  and  until  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
1794,  the  afperity  of  crimination  and  the  zeal  of 
defence  produced  innumerable  publications,  in  which 
the  authors,  vindicating  themfelves  and  fligmatiz- 
ing  their  adverfaries^  revealed  thofe  important  fads 
which,  in  times  of  more  temperate  difcullion,  would 
have  been  ftudioufly  fecreted  from  the  public  eye. 
After  the  fall  of  Robefpierre,  the  French  Govern- 
ment gradually  loft  its  appearance  of  open  violence, 
to  aflume  the  charaderiftic  of  myflerious  tyranny. 
Violent  factions  were  no  longer  fuffered  to  infult 
and  defy  each  other  in  the  halls  of  legiflature,  in 
clubs,  and  in  abufive  journals ;  but  the  prevailing 
party,  by  means  of  fpies,  military  terror,  and  the 
fuppreffion  of  all  publications  that  did  not  extol  their 
conidud  in  every  particular,  fucceeded  in  cafting  a 
veil  over  their  motives  of  adion,  which,  while  im- 
punity can  be  fecured,  and  till  fome,  perhaps  not  far 
diftant.  Revolution  ihall  expofe  the  myfteries  of  their 
iniquity,  will  effedually  bafHe  the  refearch  of  the  bio- 
grapher. To  the  hiftorian,  a  ta(k  lefs  difficult  re« 
mains  $  he  may,  without  defcriBing  the  precife  line 
of  condud  purfued  by  every  individual,  fpeak  in 
terms  of  appropriate  abhorrence  of  the  tyranny  and 
hypocrify  of  the  Government :  he  may  pourtray 
with  the  energy  of  indignant  virtue,  the  fraud,  rapa- 
city. 
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city,  cruelty,  and  generaT  profligacy  of  diat  fyftem 
\irmch  expofes  a  nation,  eminent  in  the  focial  arts^ 
in  politenefs,  and  in  every  branch  of  ufefiil  and  ele- 
gant knowledge,  to  general  deteftatlon,  and  renders 
thofe,  whom  fituation  and  fdence  hare  qualified  to 
enlighten  and  protect,  the  fcourge  and  ftigma  of  the 
human  race* 
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LOUIS  XVt.— .THE  qUEEN— THE  PRINCESS 
ELIZABETH— AND  THE  DAUPHIN. 


»      ■     — ^^M— — BHBBWW^w— >** 


'T'HE  expetieace  and  records  of  all  ages  hate  de^ 
moiiftracedy  that  fuccefs  and  proTperky  are  not 
invariably  attached  to  merit  add  virtue ;  but  it  fdU 
dom  occurs  that  the  pradice  and  purAiit  of  the 
mod  laudable  priociptes  are  the  caudCb  pf  the  moft 
dre;adful  and  unmerited  calaipities* 

The  life  of  Louis  XVL  affords  a  remarkabie  ia« 
ftance  of  this  uflufual  fatality.  It  difplayji  a.  mo« 
narcb  devoted  to  his  people,  animated  by  the  pureft 
patriotiim  and  benevolence,  enforcing  everv  fodal 
duty  by  Im  own  example,  yet  purfued  by  the  moft 
barbarous  calumnies,  overwhelmed  with  the  mpft 
unheard-of  indignkies,  imprifoned,  dethroned,  mur* 
dered,  denied  the  honours  of  fepulture,  his  repu« 
tation  ftudioufly  futtied,  and  his  name  malignsmtly 
ftigmadfed# 

The  fyftem  of  obloquy  fo.  invariably  puifued 
againft  this  unhappy  and  truly  aimable  fovereign, 
luis  been  attended  with  fo  much  e&ft,  that  he  is 
generally  conildered  as  confined  in  hk  intelle^ts^ 
fimited  in  his  education,  frivolous  in  his  purfuits, 
inienfible  to  diibonour,  the  flave  of  fenfuality,  with- 
out genius,  courage,  or  veracity.    From  the  pub- 
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lications  of  the  beft  informed  and  moft  impartial 
hiftorians,  from  the  reluctant  confeifions  of  his  ad« 
verfaries,  and  from  the  evidence  of  authentic  fads^ 
I  (hall  endeavour  to  controvert  this  opinion,  and  to 
reprefent  Louis  the  friend  and  model  of  virtue,  the 
vidim  of  intpgue  and  perfecution.  Several  well* 
informed  hiftorians  have  borne  teftimony  to  the  vir- 
tues of  this  unfortunate  monarch,  and  have  dif- 
played  his  motives  in  their  proper  light ;  but  I  have 
not  relied  entirely  on  their  narratives ;  I  have  fur- 
veyed  the  contrary  fide,  and,  in  order  to  eftablifh 
truth,  have  explored  the  fource  of  calunmy,  and 
inveftigated,  as  accurately  as  poflible,  the  origin  of 
every  llander. 
Parents  The  feither  of  Louis  XVI.*,  who  never  came  to 

XVL  **'*  the  throne,  was  a  prince  remarkable  for  his  virtue, 
knowledge,  and  conjugal  fidelity.  His  life  and 
manners  were  at  once  a  reproof  and  counterpoife 
to  the  profligacy  of  the  court  of  Louis  XV.  By 
his  firft  vrife,  Maria  Therefa,  Infanta  of  Spain,  whom 
he  tenderly  loved,  he  had  but  one  daughter, .  who 
died  two  years  after  her  mother.  By  his  fecond 
wife,  Marie  Jofephe,  daughter  of  Fredenc  Auguftus, 
elector  of  Saxony,  and  king  of  Poland,  he  had  two 
fons  before  the  birth  of  Louis ;  one  of  whom,  the 
duke  of  Aquitaine,  lived  but  five  months,  and  the 
other,  whpfe  title  was  duke  of  Burgundy,  died  at 
a  very  early  age. 
%id  Aug.  Shortly  after  the  duke  of  Aquitaine's  death,  the 
^754-  court  being  at  Choifi,  and  the  dauphinefs  left  al- 
inofl  alone  at  Verfailles,  fhe  was  unexpeftedly  feized 
with  labour-pains,  and  delivered.  The  only  wit- 
'  nefies  of  the  birth  were  the  chancellor,  the  keeper 

•  This  account  of  the  early  life  of  Louis  XVI.  is  principally 
taken  from  **  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI/*  Paris  1791. 
•— "  Viedu  Dauphin,  Peivde  Louis  XVI.  ;**  and  <<Elo|e  hiftoriqueec 
funebie  de  Louis  XVI.  par  M.  Montjoye.**  To  this  laS  publication  I 
have  been  naucb  indebted,  and  in  the  courfe  of  this  narrativei  where 
no  other  authority  is  |^ven,  I  have  drawn  my  information  from 
Montjoye. 
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of  thefeals,  the  comptroller-general,  and  the  marquis 
de  Pujrfieux,  Noiie  of  the  princes  of  the  blood 
were  prefent,  and  many  of  the  officers  of  ftate,  who 
ought  to  atteft  the  nativity  of  a  royal  infant)  were  not 
there ;  thus  the  birth,  like  the  death  of  Louis,  was 
premature,  and  derived  of  its  due  honours  and 
ceremonies. 

The  young  prince  was  baptized  Louis-Auouste^  Edoauion, 
and  received  the  title  of  duke  of  Bern,  He  was 
educated  with  the  utmoft  care ;  his  preceptor  was 
the  bifhop  of  Limoges,  and  his  governor  the  duke 
de  la  Vauguyon*  In  thefe  appointments  his  parents 
fliewed  no  lefs  judgment  than  a£Fe£tion,  and  were 
Angularly  aifiduous  in  the  inftrudUon  of  the  young 
princes,  and  ilrid  in  the  enforcement  of  proper 
difcipline.  Louis  manifefted,  in  his  infancy^  an  ex- 
cellent difpofition;  he  was  fond  o{  inftruftion, 
tractable,  fubmiflive,  refpedfiil,  and  acute ;  but  he 
evinced  that  backwardnefs  in  difplaying  his  acqui*- 
fitions,  by  which  he  was  always  afterwards  charac- 
terised. The  death  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy^ 
which  ni^ght  have  been  expeded  to  operate  unfa- 
vourably, tended  to  the  advancement  of  his  educa- 
tion. His  father  and  mother,  now  confidering  him 
heir-apparent  of  the  crown,  redoubled  thdr  care^ 
and  divided  between  them  the  ta(k  of  inflrufting 
him.  With  thefe  advantages  of  tuition,  befides 
thofe  derived  from  his  mafters,  the  young  prince 
could  not  fail  to  make  c(mfiderable  progrefs ;  he 
took  great  delight  in  ftudy^  and  was  heard  to  fay, 
when  a  child,  that  the  time  which  he  employed  in 
receiving  inftru£tion  always  appeared  to  him  morter 
than  any  other.  He  was  fo  eager  to  gain  inform^ 
ation,  that  he  faid  one  day  to  his  tutors,  ^^  How 
^  happy  (hould  I  be  to  learn  fomething  my  papa 
'^  does  not  know."  Such  was  the  prince  whom 
malice  and  prejudice  have  reprefented  as  ignorant 
and  incapable  of  application  ;  yet  the  lift  of  his  ac- 
quirements would  put  to  ihaiue  moil  of  thofe  who 
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repeat  fuch  repmaches  with  all  the  confidence  of 
exulting  fuperiority.     He  underftood  Latin  remark^ 
ably  wellp  and  £ngli(h  was  familiar  to  him.     He 
was    well  verfed    in    hiftory^    mathematics,    the 
Bellei'Lettrei^  and  politics ;  and  his  knowledge  of 
geography   was.  fo  extenfive»  that  he  is  acknow* 
ledged  by  madame  Roland,  who,  though  her  judg* 
ment  may  be  queftlcmed,  cannot  be  fufpeAed  of  par* 
da^ty^  to  have  been  the  beft  geographer  in  his  king* 
4om  ^     He  had  a  ready  and  tenacious  memory '  } 
was  extremely  ailiduous  \  read  flowly  and  carefully^ 
pmd  conftantly  made  notes  or  extrafts  of  ilriking 
or  ufeful  paflages. 
Referve.         The  modefty,  or  rather  timidity,  which  marked 
his  youth  was  contrafted,  fo  unfavourably  for  him^ 
by  the  frankn^s  and  good  humoured  gaiety  of  his 
brothers,  the  count  de  Provence  (now  Louis  XVIIL) 
land  the  count  d' Artois,  that  he  was  much  lefs  be- 
loved by  the  courtiers  than  he  had  a  right  to  ex* 
ped ;  and  from  the  manner  in  which  they  reported 
>md  commented  on  his  words  and  aftions,  he  was 
compelled  to  adopt  a  referve  which  even  amounted 
to  a  heAtation  in  his  delivery»  that  feemed  to  an« 
oouncef  fear  and  fufpicion, 
Amufe-         In  his  amufements  Louis  difplayed  that  love  of 
Bifl^s.       ^j^  uf^l  and  agreeable,  which  in  the  eye  of  can- 
dour would  appear  among  the  brighteft  prefages  of 
his  youth«     He  was  fond  of  agriculture,  and  had 
a  refpeft  evai  for  thofe  who  Isdboured  manually  in 
that  ufelul  occupation*    He  underftood,  and  judi- 
doufly  prompted  the  mechanic  arts.    He,  in  com- 
mon with  mod  other  perfons  of  high  rank  in 
France^  had  a  lathe,  and  amufed  himfelf  in  tum*^ 
ingi  he  is  faid  to  have  excelled  in  making  locks, 
and    to   have    been    Angularly   inquifitive    about 
ev^y  mechanical,  invention.    Thefe,  it  muft  be  re* 

b  Apfiel  a  Plmpartialc  Pofl^rit€,  vol.  ii.  p.  6. 
^  Beitraiui*8  Private  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  ax.    Life  of  Damouriez^ 
.   Vol.  il*  p.  171.    App6l«  &€•  vol.  ii.  p,  6« 
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iiolle6led,  were  his  relaxations^  and  as  fuch,  l^cro 
not  merely  juftifiabie  by  comparifon  with  other  pur-* 
fiiits  in  themfelves  criminal  or  immoral,  but  were 
in  the  higheft  degree  laudable*  They  ennobled,  by 
example,  thofe  employments  which  teach  jpatiencO 
and  perfeverance ;  they  took  off  the  contempt  which 
haughty  ignorance  had  applied  to  them ;  and  they 
infpirea  an  honed  pride  and  patriotic  emulation  in 
thofe  whom  neceility  compelled  to  follow  thofe 
valuable  arts. 

When  Louis  had  attained  his  eleventh  year,  hd  Death  of 
was  deprived,  by  death,  of  the  benefit  of  his  lather*^  *hin*'"' 
inftru£bions.    The  brilliant  profpeft  opened  by  this  ^  '"' 
event  had  no  charms  for  the  young  prince;  his 
filial  affedUon  rendered  him  infenfible  to  the  views 
.of  grandeur,  and  for  fome  time  he  felt  a  renewal 
of  his  grief  at  being  diftinguiflied  by  the  title  of 
dauphin. 

The  habits  of  Louis  XV.  correfponded  fo  ill  with 
the  fentiments  infpired  by  education  in  his  fucceflbr 
in  expectancy,  and  the  perfons  who  formed  the 
court  of  the  monarch  were  fo  little  agreeable  to  the 
tafte  of  the  prince,  that  he  was  content  to  veil  his 
difguft  under  the  femblance  of  apathy.  He  was 
willing  to  appear  dull  and  ignorant  to  thofe  with 
whom  vice  was  the  only  proof  of  wit,  profligacy  the  ^ 

only  teft  of  knowledge.  This  reltraint,  fo  early 
praAifed,  and  fo  rigidly  adhered  to,  gave  to  its 
pofleflbr  an  appearance  of  increafed  embarrafTment  ^ 
and  fufpicion,  and  prevented  his  obtaining  credit 
for  that  candour  and  integrity  which  were  his  real 
chara6leriiUc8. 

The  perfon  of  Louis  has  been  no  lefs  mifrepre*  Perfon  of 
fented  than  his  mind.    A  female  author,  who  began  ^o^^s. 
a  pretended  hiflory  of  the  revolution,  has  defcribed 
the  king  as  fufficiently  ugly  to  difguft  his  confort, 
and  almoft  excufe  thofe  excefles  which  fhe  fo  copi- 
ouily  an4  faUely  attributes  to  the  queen  ^    The 

4  Mrs.  WoUftoMcnff  f  Hiftory  of  the  Rcrolution,  p«  133. 
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torreftriefs  of  her  report  might  be  fairly  queftioned 
from  the  tenor  of  her  whole  performance,  which  is 
a  mere  rhapfody  of  libellous  declamations,  in  which 
the  iafls  are  admitted  without  examination,  and  put 
together  without  confiftency ;  but  a  better  refuta- 
tion arifes  from  the  reports  of  thofe  who  well  knew 
the  late  king,  and  from  the  portraits  of  him  pub-* 
lifhed  under  the  beft  authoriues  *•  The  following 
defcription  of  him  by  M.  Montjoye,  I  have  every 
reafon  to  think,  is  in  general  correft  ^ :  "  Louis 
«<  was  endowed  with  a  go6d  conftitution,  and  with 
^*  an  extraordinary  fhare  of  corporeal  ftrength.  His 
**  height  was  five  feet  five  inches '.  He  carried  his 
<'  head  with  dignity.  His  forehead  was  large,  and  his 
*'  features  ftrongly  marked  ;  he  had  rather  a  down* 
*'  cafl,  though  a  fteady  look.  His  eyes  were  blue  and 
*^  large ;  he  had  full  cheeks,  a  well-proportioned 
'^  mouth,  and  regular  teeth ;  his  lips  were  fomewhat 
^^  thick,  like  thofe  of  moft  of  the  Bourb6ns,  and  his 
^^  ikin  remarkably  white.  In  the  latter  yearsof  his  life 
^^  he  grew  rather  corpulent ;  but  this  embonpoint  be* 
<^  came  him,  and  gave  to  his  gait  a  degree  of  firntw 
^^  nefs  equally  remote  from  aukwardnefs  and  ne» 
**  gligence.  Though  naturally  lively,  he  felddm 
<«  laughed  aloud,  and  thofe  who  were  not  admitted 
f^  on  a  footing  of  familiarity,  thought  him  ferious 
<^  and  refervad*  Even  at  the  time  when  he  ad* 
*'  difled  himfelf  to  violent  exercife,  which  his  con* 
<^  iUtution  rendered  necefiary,  he  was  always  fober, 
*^  Till  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  he  draiik  nothing 
♦*  but  water;  he  afterwards  mixed  it,  but  never 
*'  drank  wine  alone,  except  now  and  then,  after 
^^  meals,  when  he  fopped  a  bit  of  bread  in  foreign 
^^  wine«^'    I  have  been  more  particular  in  ftating 

f  See,  paittcularly»  one  in  Beitrand*s  Memoiri  publiflied  from  an 
original  portrait. 

'  Elogc,  p.  3»f. 

S  French  meafure— equal  to  upwards  of  fire  fe«t  ten  inchei  En* 
glifli* 
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thefe  fa&s,  becaufe  amongft  the  vices  ^th  which 
flander  fullied  the  name  and  memory  of  this  un- 
fortunate prince,  gluttony  and  the  love  of  drink- 
ing  ftand  confpicuous.  Even  Dumouriez,  the  pre- 
tended royaliil,  afTerts  that  the  corrupters  of  his 
youth,  in  order  to  degrade  his  character,  '^  infpired 
'^  him  with  faStitioiu  vices^  fuch  as  anger  and  the 
**  love  of  wine  *"."  On  the  former  point  Dumou- 
riez,  with  his  ufual  difregard  of  truth  and  confift- 
ency,  confutes  himfelf  in  the  very  fame  volume, 
where  he  ufes  the  following  expreflions:  **  The 
'*  world  is  much  deceivecNn  refpedt  to  the  charac- 
^^  ter  of  this  prince,  who  has  been  defcribed  as  a 
**  violent  and  choleric  man,  who  fwore  frequently, 
<^  and  was  accuftomed  to  treat  his  minifters  with 
**  much  roughnefs.  Dumouriez,  on  the  contrary, 
^  ought  to  do  him  juftice  by  obferving,  that  during 
^  the  three  months  he  was  accuftomed  to  fee  him, 
^^  and  that  too  in  very  difficult  fituations,  he  always 
^  foimd  him  polite,  mild,  afiable»  and  very  pa- 
**  tient  *."  With  refpeft  to  the  love  of  wine,  which 
Dumouriez  is  not  afhamed  to  impute  to  him,  with- 
out vouching  a  fingle  inftance  in  fupport  of  it,  and 
which  has  been  alleged  againft  the  king  by  fo 
many  fhamelefs  libellers,  till  a  general  belief  of  it 
has  prevailed ;  it  is  fo  totally  deftitute  of  found- 
ation, fo  abfolutely  void  of  fan6tion  from  thofe  au- 
thors who  either  knew  the  king  or  had  any  regard 
for  veracity,  that  little  hefitation  is  necedary  in 
placing  this  among  thofe  efforts  of  calumny,  by 
which  the  parafites  of  the  Palais  Royal  endeavoured 
to  aflimilate  the  chara&er  of  the  virtuous  monarch 
with  that  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  ^. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen,  Louis  efpoufed  Marie  An-  J77*' 
toinette  Jofephe  Jeanne  of  Auftria,  a  fifter  of  the  em-  ^3^!    "• 
peror  Jdeph  II.,  of  the  queen  of  Naples,  and  the 

k  Life  of  Domouriezy  vol.  ii«  p.  S.  *  Ibid*  p.  i7«. 

k  Sc^  Cooiuratioa  de  d^OileaAt,  vol.  ii.  p.  %n. 
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of  Parnia ;  daughter  of  the  empefor  Francil 
I.  by  the  celebrated  Maria  Thcrefi^  queen  of  Hun- 
gary and  Bohemia.  This  marriage  ^vras  coniidered 
as  the  moft  prudent  and  atifpicious  for  France  which 
could  poflibly  have  been  contra&ed.  It  feemed  the 
harbinger  of  peace  and  felicity,  "  It  was  fcircely 
^*  pOffible,"  fays  an  elegant  author,  *'  that  France 
^  evef  agam  mould  be  engaged  in  a  continental 
**  war*  Befides  the  dowry  of  her  beauty  and 
^^  virtue^  (be  brought  to  the  kingdom  the  fair  por- 
*^  tion  of  perpetual  peace  with  that  formidable  and 
^^  hoftile  power,  betwixt  which  and  France  an  am- 
*'  mofity,  kindled  centuries  before,  and  frequently 
*^  maintained  with  bittemefs  and  rancour,  had  drain* 
^^  ed  the  beft  blood  of  both  countries,  and  deformed 
**  the  face  of  all  Europe.  This  violence  was  now 
'^  to  expire  for  ever  upOn  the  lips  of  beauty,  and 
*^  this  fortunate  woman  was  to  compofe  the  tumult 
♦*  of  the  nations  with  her  fmile  ^'* 
Perfon  of  The  beauty  of  the  dauphinefs  was  indeed  fuch  as 
the  daw.  ^Q  juftify  thefe  prepoffeffions.  Envy  and  mendacity 
'  "**  *'  have  not  dared  to  deny  her  charms,  though  they 
have  made  them  the  foundation  of  the  groffeft  ca- 
lumnies* I  forbear  to  quote  thofe  fublime  efforts 
which  defcribe  her  perfon  with  all  the  glow  of  fen- 
-fibility,  and  avail  myfelf  of  the  fimple  tribute  of 
iriendfhip  to  eive  a  faint  flcetch  of  the  perfon 
and  manners  of  this  unfortunate  princefs«  "  Na* 
^*  ture  had  formed  Marie  Antoinette  to  fit  on  a 
^'  throne*  A  majeftic  height,  a  dignified  beauty, 
*^  a  manner  of  holding  her  head,  which  is  difficult 
<*  to  defcribe,  combined  to  infpire  refpeft.  Gn  thofe 
^'  days  which  were  fet  apart  to  receive  the  homage 
••  of  the  court,  fhc  appeared  qileen  of  the  univerfe, 
*♦  Her  features,  without  being  regular,  were  full  df 
**  charms ;  they  were  emb^Uiihed  by  her  com* 
^^  plexion^  which  fpread  over  her  face  a  dazzling 

I  Wil(Ie*$  Addreft  to  the  Fiiendt  of  the  People,  p.  9. 
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'^  brilliancy.    The  mod  engaging  manners  accdm-- 
^  panied  thefc  channs.    Nobody  knew  the  art  of 

obliraig  like  this  princefs.     The  moft  unimport^  > 

ant  favour  conferred  by  her,  became  doubly  va« 
^^  luable,  and  penetrated  the  mind  with  the  moR 
^^  lively  gratitude,  from  the  winning  graces  with 
*•  winch  it  was  accompanied  "." 

This  nuptial  celebration,  fo  aufpicious  in  its  po^  Acci<fent 
litical  refultfi,  was  attended  with  an  accident  which  •"  ^*"*' 
embittered  enjoyment,  and  gave  rife,  in  the  minds  of 
the  fuperftitious,  to  doleful  prefages,  which  time  too 
iatally  verified.    A  fuperb  firework  was  prepared  ia 
die  FJac^  de  houU  XV.  and  the  concourfe  of  fpe^a* 
tors  was  fo  prodigious,  that,  in  one  of  the  adjacent 
ftreets,  a  great  number  of  perfons  were  fqueezed 
and  trampled  to  death*     The  city  was  filled  with 
conftemation,  and  mourning  iucceeded  to  the  ge- . 
neral  joy» 

On  this  occafion,  the  lympathy  and  benevolence  Bcncfo- 
of  the  innocent  caufe  of  thefe  misfortunes,  were  ad-  ^"*^*  ^^ 
vantageoufly  difplayed.  He  fent  to  the  lieutenant  de 
police  fix  thoufand  livres  (262  L  lo/.),  the  fum  al- 
lotted for  his  private  expences,  accompanied  with 
the  following  note :  ^^  I  have  heard  of  the  misfortune 
^*  which  has  arifen  from  my  marriage^  and  am  pc^ 
*•  netrated  with  grief«  I  have  juft  received  from 
^^  the  king  my  monthly  allowance  of  pocket  mo- 
♦*  ney;  no  more  is  at  my  difpofal :  I  tranfmit  it 
^*  to  you— diftribute  it  among  the  moft  unfortu«- 
"^^  nate/'  This  interefting  action  made  charity  fa- 
fliionable;  a  liberal  fubfcription  was  fpeedily 
raifed\ 

n  Memoiirt  de  la  DiicbeflTe  de  Polij^acy  pir  U  CpmteP  Diane  do* 
Polignacy  p.  7. 

*  A  trifling  circumfhince  fliew^  the  difpofition  of  the  French  nt  the 
tine.  Much  blame  was  imputed  to  the  police  of  Parii  j  theftMf  d«i 
mm-ebawJi  was  named  Jerome  Armand  Bignon,  and  his  negleA  waf  ftig« 
matiftd  by  the  following  anagram ;  W  nw  rem  damr.4  i^eru 
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Popular.        The  bcauty  and  benevolence  of  the  young  couple 
^^*  rendered  them  fo  extremely  popular,  that  the  enthu* 

iiafm  of  loyalty  amounted  almoil  to  idolatry.  On 
their  firft  appearance  in  Paris,  the  garden  of  the 
Tuilleries  was  filled  with  an  immenfe  crowd,  who 
beheld  them  with  infatiate  eyes,  who  exhaufted 
themfelves  in  benedictions,  and  when  wearinefs 
compelled  the  royal  vifitants  to  retire,  deploreH  their 
abfence  as  a  privation  of  felicity.  Their  behaviour 
on  this  and  every  other  occafion  of  appearing  in 
public,  increafed  the  popular  predile£Uon.  Nor 
were  the  more  folid  virtues  wanting  to  complete 
their  title  to  admiration :  Their  charitable  and  be* 
nevolent  difpofition  difplayed  itfelf  in  numerous  a6ts, 
which  obtained  general  applaufe. 
Mi«  con-  Yet,  though  open  to  every  impreffion  of  tender* 
^[^J**"  nefs,  his  mind  was  not  deficient  in  firmnefs,  or  inr 
Bkad.  Dtt  capable  of.  ftrenuous  exertion  in  the  caufe  of  virtue 
9^*^*  and  good  morals.  His  condud  towards  the  countefs 
dtt  &irry,  the  miftrefs  of  Louis  XV.,  then  all-power^, 
ful  at  court,  is  a  ftriking  proof  of  this  alTertion^ 
From  her  recommendation  flowed  all  honours,  dig- 
nities, and  preferments ;  for  her  the  eftabliihed  rules 
of  etiquette  and  ancient  laws  of  honour  were  dif- 
penfed  with ;  and  to  her  the  whole  court  bowed  the 
knee  with  fuch  unconditional  proftration,  that  fub- 
miflion  feemed  natural,  and  dominion  appeared  her's 
by  inalienable  right.  The  young  dauphin  alone 
was  exempt  from  this  meannefs.  Strong  in  virtuous 
principles,  and  fcoming  to  degrade  his  chara^er  by 
compliances  which  he  juflly  efteemed  difhonourabl^, 
-  he  refilled  every  advance  of  the  countefs  to  obtain 
his  notice,  and  was  inflexible  in  his  refolution  not  to 
countenance  her,  or  to  permit  any  of  her  relations 
or  creatures  to  be  about  his  perfon,  or  that  of  his 
confort.  Her  nephew  had  foliated  the  fituation  of 
principal  equerry  to  the  young  prince,  who,  in- 
tenied  at  lus  prefumption,  informod  the  favourite. 
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m  (Irong  terms  of  contempt  and  indignation,  that 
if  her  relation  obtained  the  place,  he  mud  not  at- 
tempt to  approach  his  perfon,  on  pain  of  corporeal 
chaftifement.  At  Compeigne,  du  Barry  prefented 
one  of  her  female  relations  at  court.  After  having 
fcen  the  king,  they  went  to  the  apartments  of  the 
dauphin,  who,  at  the  moment  they  were  announced, 
was  talking  to  a  gentleman  near  a  window.  Re* 
folved  publicly  to  difplay  his  difguft  againft  vice,  he 
hardly  noticed  the  ladies  on  their  entrance,  did  not 
falute  them  as  was  cuftomary  on  fimilar  occafions, 
but  continued  his  difcourfe  till  their  departure, 
playing  with  his  fingers  on  the  panes  of  glsLfs,  like 
the  keys  of  a  harpfichord* 

The  young  prince  gave  another  inftance,  equally  With  «- 
ftriking,  of  his  inflexible  adherence  to  the  rules  of  ^^^^ 
propriety,    The  king  having  arranged  a  fupper,  at  cu"** 
which  the  dauphinefs  and  his  miftrefs  were  to  be 
prefent,  the  dauphin  declared  in  perfon  to  the  king, 
that,  *'  though  he  was  ready  to  (hew  every  mark  of 
♦*  refpeft  anci  fubmiffion  to  his  fovereign,  yet  his  in- 
**  reft  as  well  as  his  duty  commanded  him  to  preferve 
**  his  wife  from  the  approach  of  diflionour/*     With 
thefe  inftances  of  juvenile  virtue    and  courageous 
refolution,    is  it  poflible  to  credit  thofe  accounts 
which  depid  Louis  X VL  as  a  paflive  witnefs  of  his 
wife's  irregularities,  oppofing  them  only  with  tem- 
porary vicnence,  or  conniving  at  them  with  uxorioui 
ftupicUty  ? 

This  difference  of  fentiment  between  the  monarch  hu  ctu* 
and  the  heir-apparent  being  generally  known^  im-  **^* 
pofed  pn  the  prince  the  neceffity  of  more  than  ufual 
circumfpe^on.  He  was  obliged,  in  order  not  to 
appear  the  head  of  a  psuty,  to  affeft  an  indif* 
ference  to  public  affairs,  to  conceal  his  acquirements 
in  literature  and  the  arts,  and  to  vol  his  in^ 
telligence  and  love  of  fdence  under  au  appear* 
ance  of  levity. 

But 
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Hatred  of  But  notwithftaiiding  this  difadvantage^  his  bene« 
flattery,  volent  and  amiable  qualities  obtained  general  efteem« 
The  referve  and  even  roughnefs  of  his  manner  were 
imputed  by  many  to  a  virtuous  fource,  and  met  with 
proportionate  refpeft.  Some  courtiers,  endeavouring 
to  recommend  themfelves  by  the  ufual  means  of 
adulation,  mentioning  the  different  titles  borne  by 
his  anceftors,  as  le  grand^  le  bien  aimi^  aiked  what 
epithet  he  would  wifli  to  be  added  to  his  name; 
indignant  at  their  flatteries,  and  fenfible  of  the 
.    indelicacy  of  fuch  a  queftion,  he  anfwered,  le  fc'^ 

letfi  May,      The  death  of  Lquis  XV.  placed  his  grandfon  on 

His^acccf-  ^^  throne  before  he  had  completed  his  twentieth 

ftoa»         year  ••    The  public,  difguftcd  with  the  weaknefs, 

profligacy,  and  extravagance  which  had  charader** 

ifed  the  concluding  years  of  the  late  teign,  knew 

no  bounds  to  their  joy ;  they  hailed  his  acceiBon 

as   the  golden    moment    of   reviving    happinef^, 

and  the  word  Refurrexit  was  placed  on  the  pe-» 

deilal  of   the  (latue  of    their  idolifed    monarch 

Henry  IV. 

cbange  of      The  firft  meafures  of  his  reign  were  calculated  to 

•liniftiy.    juftify  and  increafe  this  prediledion.     He  recalled 

(he  parliaments  whom   his   grandfather   had  ba* 

nifhed  %    He  removed  from  the  miniftry  the  duke 

d'Aiguillon,  and  the  whole  fa^on  of  the  counteft 

du  ]^ry,  and  repofed  his  confidence  on  the  count 

de  Maurepas,  a  man  whofe  s^ge  pointed  him  out  as  a 

iit  mentor  for  fo  young  a  mons^rch.    Sut  this  me^^ 

•  During  the  luft  illncft  of  tlie  old  king,  hit  fuceeCor  exhibited 
9  remarkable  inftance  of  piety  and  charity.  The  following  note^ 
which  he  wrote  to  the  ahbe  Terrai,  explains  and  illuftratef  the  tranf. 
aflion  without  a  comment.  **  Mr.  ComptroDer-generals  I  beg  you 
«•  will  imipediately  diftribute  two  hundred  thoufand  livret  (S750I.) 
«  aqiongft  the  poor  of  Faris,  to  pray  to  God  for  the  king.  If  you 
«  think  this  too  large  a  fum,  deduA  it  from  the  allowance  of  tin 
•<  dauphinelii  and  myfelf.*'    Anecdotci«  &c.  vol.  i.  p*  aj. 

f  Impartial  Hiftoryt  p«  iO|  &c« 

furt^ 
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Aire,  though  founded  in  the  moft  laudable  mo« 
tives,  vas  not  well  judged;  it  is  dUapproved  by 
writers  of  the  beft  information  ^,  and  the  fubfequent 
tnisfortunes  of  the  monarch  are  afcribed  to  this  un* 
fortunate  choice'*  Maurepas  was  above  feventy) 
having  been  minifter  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  had 
been  difmified  and  baniflied  in  the  prime  and  vigour 
of  life,  and  was  now,  in  his  old  age,  to  direft  a  young 
monarch,  and  govern  a  kingdom.  He  was  entirely 
unfit  for  his  fituation,  but  at  the  fame  time  mild,  aN 
fable,  and  complying.  He  employed  under  him 
men  by  no  means  qualified  for  their  office,  remark^ 
able  rather  for  probity  than  talents ;  and  fome  of 
them,  particularly  M.  Turgot,  extremely  dangerous 
from  atiifpofition  to  favour  new  fyftems  '• 

In  the  firft  council  which  he  aflembled  after  his  Theking*s 
acceffion,  Louis  XVI.  ufed  thefe  words ;  «  My  «««»«»^ 
*'  greatefii  defire  is  to  render  my  people  happy  *.** 
This  expreflion  denoted  his  genuine  fentiments,  and 
feems  to  have  formed  the  grand  principle  of  biscon* 
du£L  He  viras  early  informed  of  the  wretched  ilatc 
in  which  the  finances  had  been  left  by  his  predeceffor, 
and  made  it  his  great  bufinefs  to  reflore  them  to 
order  by  eftabliflung  a  fyflem  of  economy.  He 
began,  like  a  virtuous  prince,  by  a^s  of  felf  denial 
and  privation.  He  refufed  on  his  acceffion  the 
tribute  called  Joyeux  avenement  "*;  and  ihewed  how 
much  he  preferred  the  profperity  of  the  people  to 
the  fplendor  of  the  throne,  by  fuppreffing  the  mouC^ 
quetaires,  a  guard  fele£led  from  the  beft  fiimilies  in 
the  country*  In  this  meafure  the  king  liftened  to 
the  di^tes  of  benevolence,  rather  than  thofe  of 
prudence.     In  fuppreffing  this  honourable  guards 


4  BouiI1«*ft  Memoirt,  p.  i  5. 

^  Life  of  Du<m>ttriec,  vol.  ii.  p.  6. 

•  Bouilie's  Memoirifp.  15.  SeealfoLifeof  D«imouries>vol.it.  p.6. 

<  Anecdores,  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  %%* 

■  Id.  p.  3i» 

be 
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he  weakened  the  throne,  an4  took  from  the  nobility 
one  motive  of  perfonal  attachment  ""•  He  revoked 
penlions  which  were  not  given  in  reward  of  fome 
a£kual  fervice,  and  laboured  to  reduce  the  profit  of 
contracts.  In  the  eftabliihed  troops,  befides  the 
moufquetaires,  he  fupprefied  the  Gendarmes  de  la 
garde^  the  light  horfe,  and  the  horfe  grenadiers.  He 
afterwards  abolifhed  torture,  the  droit  d^Aubaine^  and 
the  corvees^  and  gave  freedom  to  the  fale  of  provifions. 
He  carried  his  economy  to  a  very  fevere  extent  in  his 
houfehold;  he  fupprefTed  one  hundred  and  fix  do- 
meftic  ofiicers*  He  reduced  to  one  half  the  number  of 
perfons  employed  in  his  chamber,  difcontinued  the 
tables  of  all  the  great  officers  of  the  crown,  abolifhed 
the  pofts  of  equerries,  kept  only  one  flable;  and  a 
fmall  number  of  pages,  and  fuppreifed  the  grand 
falconry,  the  Uuveterie  and  vautrait  (wolf-hunt  and 
boar*hunt).  The  queen  entering  into  the  views  of 
her  hufband,  exercifed  a  flrift  economy  in  her  own 
eflablifhment,  fuppreffing  places  to  the  amount  of 
nine  hundred  thoufand  livres  (39,375/.)  a-year*. 
Hit  muni-  The  progrefs  of  economy,  howev/cr,  did  not  ex- 
fccnce.  lend  to  the  exclufion  of  great  national  objects.  The 
aim  of  the  monarch  was  to  eftablifh  order  in  the 
finances,  and  to  eafe  the  burdens  of  the  people ;  but 
he  extended  his  patronage  to  all  thofe  works  which 
tended  to  aggrandize  and  give  fplendor  to  the  na- 
tion, and  to  many  individuals  of  merit.  He  encou^^ 
raged  every  undertaking  which  conduced  to  the  em« 
bellifhment  of  the  capital,  and  to  the  happinefs  of  itsin« 
habitants.  He  built  a  new  and  beautiful  bridge  over 
the  Seine,  and  had  his  reign  been  prolonged,  inflead 
of  that  unwholefome  hofpital,  where  the  dying  and  the 
dead  are  heaped  together,  four  afylums  would  have 
^>  . :  been  built,  where  every  proper  affiftance  would  have 
been  afforded  to  indigent  infirmity.     Of  his  patron- 

^  Hiftories*  >  Anecdotes^  &c«  vol.  i.  p.  13^. 
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:tg€  of  mai  of  letters  many  inftances  are  ^ven,  fa« 
vourable  no  lefs  to  his  difcernment  than  munifi- 
cence ''•  His  generofity  to  Leonard  Euler^  difplays 
at  once  his  love  of  merit  and  zeal  for  his  countiy. 
The  formation  of  a  powerful  navy  was  ever  a  prin- 
cipal  objed  of  the  king's  folicitude;  Euler  had 
written  a  book  on  the  conftru&ion  and  manoeuvring 
of  fhips,  a  copy  of  which  was  prefented  to  Louis* 
He  read  it  with  avidity,  and  declared  that  the  au- 
thor deferved  the  gratitude  of  every  governor  of  a 
nation.  He  immediately  ordered  him  a  gratuity, 
which  he  accompanied  with  the  moit  gracious  com- 
pliments. 

Contemplating  the  fpirit  of  economy  and  pru-  calumniet 
dential  munificence  which  direfted  the  whole  con-  rcf«f**l. 
du£t  of  Louis;  confidering  his  voluntary  facrifices 
of  fplendor  to  the  good  of  his  people^  and  the  ef- 
fefts  of  his  retrenchments,  in  what  light  are  we  to 
confider  the  aiTertion  of  a  pretended  hiftorian*,  that 
"  the  court  of  Louis  XIV.  and  even  thofe  of  the 
regent  and  Louis  XV.  were  parfimonious  com* 
pared  tb  that  of  Louis  X  VL '  V*   Confidering  the 

facility 

7  Among  innumerable  inftances  of  the  ktng^s  benevolence  to  men 
of  letters  in  every  clafs,  may  be  felefM  the  penfion  he  bcftowed  on 
Ch^mf  ort,  his  fpontaneous  kiiKJnefs  to  de  Belloi»  author  of  the  Sugt  dt 
Caiahf  a  tragedy,  and  his  encouragement  of  the  drama  called  Ejofe  i  U 
€»ttr.  Louis  XV.  had  prohibited  the  reprefentarion  of  this  piece,  be<- 
caufe  the  moralift  reflected  on  a  monarch  addi^ed  to  the  difgraceful 
vice  of  drinking.  Louia  XVI.  commanded  the  perfomaikcey  approved 
its  moral  tendency,  and  ordered  its  frequent  repetition ;  a  plain  proof 
of  the  falfchood  of  thofe  who  accufe  him  of  being  infe6led  with  a  pro* 
peniity  fo  degrading.     See  Anecdotes,  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  14.  115. 

'  Pages,  vol.  i.  p.  69.  It  is  curious  to  trace  this  abftird  afi*ertion  to 
its  iburce.  Raband,  with  that  inattention  to  truth  which  diftinguiihea 
bis  hiftory,  fays  t  **  The  pomp  of  the  court  of  Louis  XIV,  was  par* 
**  fimony,  when  compared  to  the  prodigality  of  Louis  XV.  and  his 
**  rucccffor."  (Hiftory  of  the  Revolution,  p.  31.)  Thus  he  conceals  a 
rancorous  faliehood  by  advancing  a  fpecious  polition*  of  which  only 
•ne  half  is  true.  The  expcnces  of  Louis  XV.  did  perhaps  exceed 
thole  of  Louis  XIV.  though  even  that  is  doubtful,  confidering  the 
altered  value  of  money.  But  the  expences  of  Louis  XVI.  were  (o  far 
from  exceeding  what  was  requifite  to  Aipport  the  decent  exterior  of 
royalty,  that  even  roaiice  itfelf,  furniihed  with  all  the  means  of  proofs 
coald  never  fubftaotiate  the  charge.    The  author  of  the  Impartial 

Hiftory, 
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facility  \rith  which  he  refigned  all  thofc  guards  an j 
officers  who  formed  a  rampaft  rotind  the  thronef 
what  credit  is  due  to  an  author  who  advances,  *•  that 
**  Louis  was  tenacious  of  power,  and  never  parted 
**  with  it  but  with  extreme  f  eluftance,  and  that  the 
•<  misfortunes  of  his  c6ncluding  years  appear  to 
**  have  been  greatly  aggravated,  if  not  in  a  meafure 
^  created,  by  this  drctimftance  *  V*  That  the  king 
Was  not  willing  to  give  up,  unconditionally,  all  the 
j)rerojgatives  inherited  from  his  afnceftors,  or  to  re- 
linquifh  the  pittance  of  authority  referved  by  the 
conftitution,  can  hardly  be  imputed  as  a  crime ;  and 
if  thofc  parts  of  the  conduft  of  any  individual, 
which  are  not  criminal,  are  neverthelefs  attended 
with  (inifter  confequences,  it  appears  a  dating  effort 
of  malignity  to  affert  that  he  occafioned  thofe  mif- 
fortunes  which  obvioufly  refult  from  the  perverfeneft 
of  others.  But  waving  the  incorreftnefs  of  the  in* 
ference,  the  allegation  is  contrary  to  faft.  A  perfon, 
who  had  much  better  means  of  information,  and 
poffeffed  a  greater  fund  of  candour  than  the  author 
I  have  quoted,  fpeaks  thus  of  the  king  : '  **  While 
^  every  body  was  bufied  in  acquiring,  he  paffed  in 

niftory,  though  obvioufly  aware  of  the  untruth  of  Rabaud*s  Aatementf 
by  hit  quoting  only  fo  much  of  it  at  applies  to  how  XV.  (fee  Im- 
partial Uiftory,  tol.  i.  p.  lo.)  Ifat  not  candour  enoU]^b  to  invettigattt 
and  dffplay  its  falfiiy.  On  the  contrary^  in  fpiteot  conriftioni  he 
«loes  not  hefitaie  to  advance,  that  **  a  rrgid  economy  was  not  a  cha- 
•*  raAeriftic  of  the  court,  even  of  Louis  XVP*  and  that  «•  the  ex- 
^  penfive  pleafures  of  the  queen,  and  the  uncommon  fplend^r  fftbttourtp 
^  ferved  ratbertd  T K QUOTE  than  f»  DIMIVISH  tkegentraldifirtfi.^*  (lbid« 
p.  It.)  Thus  he  tells  his  ttory  in  the  faint  ftyle  of  a  man  who  will 
not  give  utterance  to  truth,  yet  is  reftraineJ  by  fear  front  advancing 
nnqualilied  falfehood.  He  fopperts  his  ftatement  by  an  inapplicable 
«{Uotation  from  that  very  author,  of  whofe  want  of  veracity  be  before 
leemed  convinced,  relating  to  taxes,  patents,  and  monopolies.  laA  of 
all,  the  republican  Pag^s  comes  forward  to  (hock  truth,  and  outrage 
eommon  fenfe  and  decency ^  by  an  afieirton  fu  replete  with  falfehood^ 
fhac  it  feems  intended  only  as  a  bnrlef<|ue  parody  on  Kabaud,  and 
it  exa^ly  parallel  with  the  ftatement  in  the  next  chapter,  thar 
Glaodius  was  revived  in  the  king,  and  Meffalina  in  the  queen.  Paget, 
fol.  i.  p.  73* 
«  lm(>ariial  Hillory»  vol.  i.  p.  S* 


« 


review 


LOUIS  XVI.— THE  QUEEN,  &c.  17 

"  review  thofe  prerogatives  which  he  might  rc- 
"  nounce  without  weakening  the  authority  neceffary 
^^  to  government ;  and  prepared  himfelf,  without 
**  pain,  to  make  the  facrifice  ■/' 

At  the  accef&on  of  Louis  XVI.  the  queen  was  ex«  Condua 
tremely  popular.  The  French  nation,  long  indignant  ^^  ***« 
at  the  domination  of  the  countefs  du  Barry,  hailed  with  ^"**"' 
joy  the  name  of  queen,  which  feemed  to  eive  them  an 
importance  and  dignity,  the  want  of  which  they  had 
long  regretted.  The  beauty  of  her  perfon,  the  known 
attachment  of  the  king,  the  endearing  kindnefles 
which  youth  and  prolperity  prompted**,  and  the 
public  heard  with  delight,  appeared  to  add  to  the 
felicity  and  confequence  of  every  Frenchman,  who, 
in  the  blifs  of  his  monarch,  and  the  fplendour  of  the 
royal  family,  feemed  to  find  his  own.  The  manners 
of  the  queen  were  calculated  to  increafe  this  pre-> 
poffefiion.  Confcious  of  internal  dignity,  and  fecura 
of  her  own  fuperiority,  (he  fought  no  aid  from  ex- 
traneous refources  ;  never  doubting  of  her  power  to 
command  refped,  fhe  divefted  majefty  of  all  its 
formalities,  and  folicited  efteem.  To  her  it  belonged 
to  win  the  hearts  of  individuals  without  enflavmg 
their  minds;  to  acquire,  in  private  fociety,  that 
affection  which  rarely  accompanies  popular  accla« 

*  Necker  on  tlie  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  99. 

^  One  of  the  greateft  inftances  of  thit,  waa  the  manner  in  which 
the  king  beftowed  on  his  confort  the  fi^t  called  Trianon.  Wbil« 
daophlnefs,  ihe  had  often  exprefled  a  deGre  to  poirefs  a  country* feat 
of  her  own.  After  his  acceifion,  the  king  recoUefling  the  circum- 
ftance»  offered  her  the  vtfo  feats  called  li  gramt,  and  It  past  Tnatnn,  £zj» 
iog,  **  That  as  thofe  beautiful  receffes  had  always  been  appropriated 
"  to  the  rajal fanmiritest  they  could  now,  with  propriety,  belong  only 
**  to  her.**  She  accepted  U  ftnt  7'nanm,  with  a  condition  made  in 
UiagbtCTy  that  he  (hould  Quiy  come  there  when  invited.  The  firft 
life  (he  made  of  her  new  acquifition  was  to  invite  her  hufband  to  aa 
entertainment  there ;  and  (he  afterwards  fhewed  ^reat  tafte,  and  flat- 
tend  him  in  the  moft^enfible  point,  by  laying  out  the  gardens  in  the 
Engliih  ftyle,  and  by  building  twelve  cottages  in  the  park,  in  which 
were  eftabliflicd  as  many  poor  families.  Anecdotes,  &c«  vol.  i. 
p.  35.  475.    8«e  ^Hq  Arthttr  Vouiig*8  TraTels,  p,  69, 

VOL.  I.  c  mation. 
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mation^  by  the  ufe  6{  that  condefcending  expreflioni 
«*  I  irh  no  longer  queen,  1  am  myfelf  %'*    She  was 
the  patronefs  ot  mirth  and  gaiety ;  and  if  the  plea- 
fures  ihe  fanftioned  occafionally  ttanfgreffed  the 
limits  of  ftria  prudence,  or  violated  the  gravity  of 
court  decorum,  by  permitting  deep  play,  and  en- 
couraging fome  flight  indifcretions,  fuch  as  the  re- 
prefentation  of  dramatic  pieces,  it  muft  not  be  for* 
gotten  that  thefe  were  the  extreme  bounds  to  which 
the  cenfure  of  the  mofl  rigid  can  extendi  I  am  aware 
that  this  opinion  has  many  prejudices  to  encounter 
among  thofe  whofe  minds  have  been  poifoned  by 
malignant  publications,  which  I  forbear  to  fpedfy  ^  ; 
and  among  thofe  who  rely  indolently  on  a  generally 
accredited  report,    and  who  do  not  calculate  the 
force  of  flander  confidently  and  audacioufly  repeated, 
but  think  that  no  opinion  can  become  current  with- 
out fome  foundation  in  truth.    I  fliall  not,  in  future, 
interrupt  the  courfe  of  narration  to  refute  general 
calumnies,  or  to  repel  unfounded  infinuations ;  but 
I  intreat  the  reader  todifcard  from  his  mind  the 
acrimonious  accufations  of  her  enemies,  and  the 
feeble  extenuations  of  pretended  impartialifts,  and 
purfue  attentively  the  courfe  of  the  queen's  con- 
duft.    Let  him  lurvey  her  fulfilling,  with  zeal  and 
exemplary  propriety,  the  moft  arduous  duties  of 
wife  and  mother,  in  circumftances  the  mod  trying ; 
let  him  contemplate  the  unabated  affection  which 
conftantly  fubfifted  between  her  and  her  hufband^ 
which  no  fufferings  could  enfeeble  or  alienate ;  let 
him  confider  the  refoludon  with  which  (he  bore  up 
againft  infult,  the  dignitv  with  which  ihe  fubmitted 
to  misfortune ;  let  him  tnen  examine  the  fource  of 
thefe  calumnies,  fee  how  they  are  deftitute  of  prdof ; 

c  Memoirt  de  la  Dochefle  de  Polignae*  p.  17* 

<1  Tbefe  infamous  and  obfceoc  pamphlets  the  reader  of  tafte  or  de- 
licacy will  have  little  inclination  to  penife.  A  complete  foinmary  of 
the  accufations  conveyed  in  them  will  be  found  ia  Mn.  WfUftoac* 
orafft  Hiftofy  of  the  RcvolatioAi  p.  33**i}** 

and 
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and  then  judge  whether  fuch  conduft  can  be  pro* 
duced  in  the  &me  mind  with  fuch  atrocious  guilt, 
and  whether  the  caufe  of  thefe  flatiders  is  not  fuffi* 
ciently  evident  to  prove  that  they  are  not  entitled  to 
the  flighted  belief. 

The  progrefs  of  economy  had  been  fuch  as  to     1777. 

flatter  the  benevolent  heart  of  the  young  monarch  ^^J]^«n«" 

with  the  mod  encouraging  hopes,  when  sdl  his  views 

were  deranged,  and  all  the  good  effects  of  his  folidtude 

fuperfeded  by  the  part  he  was  perfuaded  to  take  in 

the  war  between  England  and  America*    Without 

ezprefling  any  opinion  refpefting  the  juftice  of  this 

conteft,  it  is  eafy  to  demonftrate  that  every  principle 

of  found  policy  fhould  have  united  to  deter  the  kmg 

of  France  from  engaging  in  it.     He  himfelf  was  m 

fenfible  of  this  in  his  latter  days,  as  to  dechre 

that  advantage  had    been    taken  of  his  youth*. 

The   queen  avowed  herfelf  a  decided  partifan  of 

the  Americans,  and  her  influence  rendered  thor 

caufe  £alhionable  ^    The  young  nobles  of  France 

confidered  America  as  the  theatre  of  glory,  and  haft« 

ened  thither  to  learn  the  art  of  war*.  They  returned 

fluflied  with  fuccefs,  and  replete  with  new  theories 

of  government.      The  political  writers  and  fpeakert 

in  France  had  already  learned  to  reduce  their  ami* 

ments  refpeding  America  to  a  dilemma;    either 

Louis  was  the  patron  of  infurre£Hon,  or  the  defender 

of  right,  on  abftrad  principle  :  if  the  patron  of  in« 

furreftion,  he  was  a  mere  tyrant,  who  facrificed  his 

people  to  fupport  an  unwarrantable  undertaking ;  if 

the  defender  of  right,  how  could  he  fhed  the  blood 

and  expend  the  treafure  of  his  people  fo  fupport  thofe 

rights  in  others,  which  they  themfelves  ineffedually 

chimed? 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  recite  all  the  circum-  Gaufes  of 
fiances  which  led  to  the  French  revolution,   but  5«^«n«l« 

«  Bertrand't  Memoirs,  vol,  ii.  p.  37.  *'•"• 

'  Iin|>arttal  Hiftorj,  vol.  i,  p.  16.    Plajfair^t  Hiftory  of  Jtcobin* 

"  B,  p,  7%, 

s  Impartial  Hiftory,  ubi  fupra«  ^ 

c  2  merely. 
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tnerelj,  in  thi«  place,  to  advert  to  fuch  as  perfonally 
a&£ted  the  monarch,  and  as  he  hlmfelf  might  have 
obviated  or  remedied.  It  is  foreign  to  my  purpofe 
to  review  the  (late  of  the  country ;  to  difcufs  the 
rights  and  encroachments  of  the  different  orders  of 
the  ftate ;  to  fix  the  proportion  which  population  held 
to  induftry  and  revenue ;  a^d  to  afcertain  whether 
the  want  of  an  adlive  war,  and  the  difufe  of  monaftic 
vows,  contributed  or  not  to  an  excefs  of  populatioa 
which  baniflied  content  and  facilitated  infurreflion. 
I  ihall  net  purfue  the  labours  of  thofe  writers,  called 
Economics,  who  gave  rife  to  delufive  hopes  of 
plenty,  and  vented  themfelves  in  exaggerated  com- 
plaints, fears,  and  furmires,  who  bani(hed  public 
l^irit,  and  made  the  whole  nation  niggardly  upon 
principle ;  nor  fhall  I  attack  the  labours  of  the  £n« 
cyclopedias,  whp  temerarioufly  broached  new  doc* 
trines  in  religion  and  politics,  who  weakened  the 
powers  of  faith,  and  loofened  the  bonds  of  allegiance  : 
I  ihall  not  attempt  to  deicribe  the  fluduations  of 
public  opinion,  and  fhew  how  far  policy  might  have 
been  combined  with  force  to  reflore  the  fplendour 
of  authority,  and  give  ftaUiity  to  the  refpl  power* 
'to  ynite  fo  many  views,  and  difplay  the  precife 
Qperation  of  each  fpecific  caufe,  woukl  exceed  the 
bounds  and  tranfgrefs  the  intentions  of  a  work  like 
this :  it  is  the  tafk  of  Hiftory. 

The  reforms  already  flatcd  which  weakened  the 
infiuence  of  the  crown,  and  drove  from  the  court 
many  whom  intereft,  if  not  duty,  would  otherwife 
have  rendered  vigilant  about  the  monarch ;  the  fup«« 
prefSon  of  pomp,  the  idol  of  the  multitude ;  and 
moft  of  all,  the  American  war,  which  impoveriflied 
the  treafury,  and  gave  energy  to  factious  fpeculation» 
I  confrder  as  the  principal  caufes  of  the  revolution. 
I  fay  the  principal,  not  the  only  caufes ;  thofe  above 
mentioned  certainly  had  their  fhare ;  and  I  have,  in 
the  courfe  of  this  work,  adverted  to  others  which 
were  no  lefs  efficients    I  have  difplayed  the  exertions 
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and  artifices  of  a  fecret  confederacy,  formed  in  the 
receffes  of  darknefs  and  guilt,  and  extending  its 
baneful  influence  over  the  greater  part  of  Europe  • ; 
I  have  defcanted  on  the  writings  and  finifter  eflTorts 
of  an  arrtbitious  minifter,  who  was  content  to  inflame 
the  people  and  diforganize  the  government  to  favour 
his  own  private  views  ^ :  and  I  have  not  omitted  tQ 
notice  the  guilty  ambition  of  a  prince  of  the  blood, 
who  afpired,  without  knowing  the  precife  limits  of  his 
views,  and  became  the  tool  and  prey  of  intriguers, 
without  having  afcertained  to  what  exaft  point  their 
projefts  tended  K 

To  the  charafter  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  are  prin- 
cipally to  be  afcribed  the  Violence  and  malignity  which 
diftinguifhed  the  revolution.  That  prince,  funk  in 
contempt,  and  immerfed  in  fenfuality,  was  not  in- 
fenfible  to  the  voice  of  ambition ;  but  while  the 
queen  exhibited  no  fign  of  pregnancy,  he  "awaited, 
without  emotion,  thofe  events  which  might  raife 
himfelf  or  his  defcendants  to  the  throne,  and  realife  • 
thofe  hopes  in  which  his  anceftors  had  been  difap- 
pomted ''.  The  felfifh  views  which  he  aifefted  to 
render  illuftrious  by  mifcalling  them  ambition,  were, 
by  this  event,  expofed  to  almoft  certain  difappoint- 
ment.  It  deftroyed  all  thofe  hopes  which  had  been 
fo  fondly  cherifhed,  and  left  no  refource  but  fecret 
calumny  and  open  violence. 

The  pregnancy  of  the  queen  did  not  take  place     '77^- 
tiH  (he  had  been  married  eight  years  and  a  hair ;  it  q^^n't 
was  then  announced  to  the  inhabitants  of  Paris  by  an  pngnaa- 
aft  of  beneficence  truly  pious  and  royal,  and  which  ^y* 
Marie  Antoinette  often  repeated  in  the  courfe  of  her 
reign.     She  fent  to  the  dire£kor  of  the  oflice  for  wet- 
nurfes  a  fum  of  three  thoufand  livres  (131/*  5  ^0 
to  be  employed  in  procuring  the  liberty  of  unfor- 
tunate parents,  imprifoned  for  non-payment  of  the 

s  SeeMiRABCAU*  ^  SeeNECRER.  ^  Set  OrlbanI* 

^  Rdidence  in  France,  edited  by  John  Giffbrd,  toI*  i.  p.  384. 
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debts  contraded  for  their  children  ^  Prayers  for 
die  queen  were  offered  up  in  all  parts  of  the  king* 
dom ;  and  feveral  companies,  military,  religious,  and 
municipal,  difplayed  their  loyalty  in  ads  of  devotion 
and  benevolence  ". 

At  length  the  queen  was  delivered  of  a  daughter, 
who  was  immediately  baptized  by  the  name  of  Marie 
Therefe  Charlotte,  and  received  the  title  of  Madamej 
Jille  du  Roij  though  the  prevailing  cuftom  has  been 
to  call  her  Madame  Royale  "•  The  municipal  officers 
of  Paris  imitated  their  fovereign,  by  delivering  from 
prifon  a  great  many  fathers  of  families ;  and  the  queen 
nerfelf  difplayed  her  charity  in  a  manner  no  lefs  in- 
terefling  than  engaging.  She  caufed  to  be  feleded 
a  hundred  young  women,  poor,  and  of  good  cha* 
rader,  from  the  different  parifhes  m  Paris,  to  each  of 
whom  (be  gave  five  hundred  livres  (21/,  17/.  6  ^.) 
as  a  marriage  portion ;  two  hundred  livres  (8  L  15/.) 
to  purchafe  a  fuit  of  clothes  for  their  hufbands;  and 
twelve  livres  fio/.  6^.)  for  a  wedding  dinner  ^ 

But  while  the  queen  was  thus  difplaying  the  good- 
nefs  of  her  difpofition,  the  engines  of  calumny  were 
already  employed  in  underminmg  her  reputation,  in 
damping  the  public  joy,  and  in  depredating  the  ads 
of  benevolence  which  charmed  the  people.  Thefe 
efforts  were  more  de&erately  renewed  when  the 
wiihes  of  the  royal  family  were  crowned  by  the  birth 
of  a  prince.  On  that  occafion  the  public  feftivit^ 
was  unbounded,  and  the  royal  munificence  no  leu 
confpicuous  than  on  the  former  occafion.  The 
king  granted  an  exemption  from  the  capitation  or 


1  It  may  be  neceflTary  to  infomi  the  rtadert  that  m  Paris  thert  wit 
an  efiice,  where  women  from  the  country  came  to  offer  their  iervice  as 
suriet  \  they  were  retained  by  the  Bourgeoifest  and  if  the  ftipulatcd 
wages  were  not  duly  paid,  the  nurfet  l^d  a  remedy  againft  the  huf- 
bands  of  their  eraployerSf  by  imprironaoent  in  a  fummary  way,  and 
without  the  delays  incident  to  ordinary  proceffet. 

*  Anecdotes,  &c«  vol.  i.  p.  %%i*  %^h. 

*  Id.  p*  303.  A  Id.  p.  3x4. 
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poU4ax  for  a  year  to  the  poorer  cl^s  of  his  fubjefis 
reiiding  in  the  capital }  liberated  great  numbers  of 
prifoners  for  debt  in  the  provinces  ;  reftored  to  their 
parents  all  thofe  legitijnate  children  whom  diftrefs 
had  compelled  them  to  leave  at  the  foundlbg-hof- 
pital;  paid  the  debts  of  prifoners  in  Paris  to  the 
amottnt  of  four  hmidred  and  fixty-four  thoufand 
livres,  (20,300/.)  and  difcharged  many  who  were 
imprifoned  for  crimes.  The  queen  propofed  an  zGt 
of  chanty  of  the  moft  extenfive  and  beneficent  de« 
fcription,  but  the  treafury  would  not  authorife  its 
being  carried  into  execution.  *  Her  project  was  to 
redeem  and  reftore  to  the  owners  all  clothes  and  ne- 
ceflarieg  which  the  poor  had  been  obliged  to  pawn 
at  the  Mont  de  Pieti  '•  The  prince,  who  was  the 
fubjed  of  thefe  rqoicings  and  charities,  fortunately 
died  at  an  early  period  of  the  revolution.  His  fifter 
and  younger  brother  were  referved  to  participate  the 
diiafters  of  their  family. 

The  progrefs  of  the  war,  the  freedom  of  political  ^•l"'J"!?* 
difcoflioD,  the  exertions  of  the  economifts,  and  the  q^^n.  * 
arts  of  a  refolute  fadion,  had  now  produced  a  ftate 
of  anxiety  and  turbulence  in  the  public  mind,  which 
promifed  to  forward  thofe  views  which  a  more  rigid 
government,  and  a  more  profperous  ftate  of  finance^ 
would  have  reftrained.  The  tongue  of  Hander  now 
moved  without  reftraint  againft  the  queen,  who  be- 
fore had  been  the  theme  of  applaufe  and  admiration. 
Her  honour  was  aflailed  by  the  mof):  virulent  and 
unfounded  defamations;  the  national  an}mofity, which 
her  union  with  France  was  fuppofed  to  have  extin- 
guifhed  for  ever,  was  revived  in  order  to  load  her 
with  imaginary  crimes.  She  was  accufed  of  plunder- 
ing the  treafury  of  France  to  make  remittances  to 
her  brother ;  as  an  additional  infult,  ihe  was  often 
mentioned  by  the  odious  title  of  P Autrichietme^ 
and  her  feat,  Trianon,  was  nick-named  Le  petit 

P  Antsdo^f  iie.  vol,  i.  p.  334. 

c  4  Vienne^ 
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Vienne '.  The  ezpences  to  which  (he  fubjefted  the 
nation,  and  the  liberality  of.  her  prefents  to  her  fa- 
vourites, were  topics  of  unbounded  reprobation; 
in  a  word,  every  want  felt  by  the  people  was  im- 
puted to  her  afcendancy,  while  the  king  was  repre- 
fented  as  a  man  immerfed  in  fenfuality,  indolent, 
and  little  better  than  an  idiot.  The  falfity  of  ^efe 
accufations  is  obvious.  The  queen  never  did,  and 
never  could  fquander  the  public  money  in  the  manner 
alleged.  Her  expences  were  by  no  means  enormous, 
they  were  far  inferior  to  thofe  of  madame  du  Barry  ; 
and  her  whole  donations  did  not  equal  what  Louis 
XIV.  allowed  to  one  of  his  feveral  miftreffes,  ma- 
demoifelle  Fontanges,  who  had  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  livres  (139I25/O  a  month.  It  was  impoffible 
that  fhe  fhould  have  drawn  money  from  the  treafury 
to  remit  to  her  brother,  as  fuch  a  tranfadion  mu/t 
neceffarily  have  been  known  to  a  great  number  of 
perfons,  and  entries  muft  have  been  made  in  various 
forms  which  would  have  afcertained  the  fad.  Yet 
when  the  moft  ftrift  fcrutinies  were  afterwards  made, 
when  wealth,  honour,  and  applaufe  would  have 
been  the  meed  of  difcovery,  no  fuch  tranfadion 
was  difclofed;  nor  could  the  hardinefs  of  thofe 
who,  by  the  aid  of  forgery,  afFefted  to  fupply  fuch 
documents  as  truth  did  not  afford,  ever  venture 
to  bring  forward  the  ilighteft  written  proof  on  the 
fubjeft. 
Admini.  The  pubUc  mind  was  in  this  ftate  when  peace 
ftration  of  was  made  with  England.  Necker  fays,  that,  "  in 
Caionnc.    u  j^gi,  he  had  left  the  finances  in  perfeft  cquiU- 

brium,  but  the  imports  were  confiderable.  The 
king  had  prevented  their  increafe,  by  providing 
from-  his  favings  an  intereft  for  loans,  become  in- 
difpenfable  to  meet  the  extraordinary  expences 
of  the  war.'*  Perhaps  fo  much  of  this  obferv- 
ation  as  relates  to  Necker  himfelf  is  queltionable* 

%  Anecdotes,  yoI.  i.  p.  %76» 

He 
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He  continues  thus :  "  The  approaching  return  of 
^^  peace  would  have  opened  a  new  career  to  hope, 
''  had  not  the  king  entrufted  the  auftere  functions 
"  of  adminiftration  to  a  man  more  worthy  of  being 
"  the  hero  of  courtiers,  than  the  minifter  of  a  king* 
"  The  reputation  of  M.  de  Calonne  was  in  con- 
"  traft  with  the  morals  of  Louis  X  VL  ;  and  I  know 
"  not  by  what  reafonings,  or  by  what  afcendant^ 
'^  this  prince  was  engaged  to  give  a  place  in  his 
^^  council  to  an  avowed  magiftrate,  diftinguifhed  aa 
^^  an  amiable  man  in  the  moft  elegant  focieties  of 
"  Paris,  but  whofe  levity  and  principles  were 
«  dreaded  by  all  France.  How  often  muft  fuch  a 
"  determination  have  been  repented  of?  Money 
^^  was  lavifhed,  largefies  muhiplied,  no  inftance  of 
"  facility  and  complaifance  was  refiifed,  economy 
'^  was  even  made  a  fubjed  of  derilion ;  and  to 
"  give  a  fyftematic  air  to  this  inconfiderate  con* 
^'  duft,  for  the  firft  time,  the  aiTertion  was  hazard* 
^  ed,  that  the  immenfity  of  expence,  by  animating 
"  circulation,  was  the  true  principle  of  credit ;  a 
"  maxim  applauded  by  all  thofe  who  found  them- 
**  fclves  fitted  to  fecond  the  minifter  in  this  mode  of 
«  ferving  the  ftate '." 

It  is  to  be  recoUeded,  that  this  character  of  M.  de 
Calonne  is  given  by  his  avowed  opponent;  manv 
other  authors  have  concurred  in  decrying  his  admi- 
niftration *,  but  it  is  praifed  by  others  of  equal  judg* 
ment  and  veracity  *. 

The  grand  plan  of  a  port  at  Cherbourg,  which, 
was  profecuted  at  a  vaft  expence  during  his  admi* 

'  On  the  ReToIution,  vol.  i.  p.  14,  1  am  ap|n-ehenfive,  that  fomt 
phrafes  in  this  quotation  are  not  comB\y  tranllated,  particularly  m 
tfvfvei  wispfirtae ;  but  not  having  a  copy  of  the  work  in  French  I 
cannot  corrt'£i  tfani^m. 

*  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  ai.  Pages,  voK  1.  p.  6o«  Rabaud* 
p*  36.  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  33.  Life  oT  Dumouriez,  vol.  ii«  p.  \%* 
Cbnftic*6  Letters,  p.  67.     Piayfair*s  Hiftoryof  Jacobinifm,  p*  7». 

'  See  Bertrand*s  Memoirs,  vol.  i«  p.  4a  •  Bouilic*t  Memoirt^ 
p.  47,    Wilde's  Addrefsy  p*  319* 

niftration. 
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niftradon,  would  have  given  little  umbrage  to  the 
people,  but  the  general  fpirit  of  &lfe  economy  ren« 
dered  every  expence  a  matter  of  complaint.  The 
purchafe  of  St.  Cloud,  and  payment  of  the  count 
d'Artois's  debts,  excited  considerable  clamour,  and 
difcontent  was  hourly  increafing* 
sift  June  The  conftrudion  of  a  port  in  the  channel  was  a 
Th/kin'e't  ^^^onal  objeft  of  the  firft  importance.  If  fucceff- 
journey  ful,  It  would  have  doue  more  towards  the  eftabliih- 
to  Cher-  ment  of  the  French  navy,  than  any  other  projefk  in 
"^*  which  the  public  money  could  have  been  expended* 
The  kinj?  had  ever  had  its  completion  at  heart,  and 
was  fo  ftruck  with  the  utility  of  the  fcheme,  that 
for  feveral  years  his  clofet  was  hung  with  draw- 
ings on  the  fubjefk".  The  cones  firft  funk  bad 
been  deftroyed  by  tempefts,  ten  new  cones  were 
prepared,  and  the  king  refolved  to  pay  a  vifit  to 
Cherbourg  to  fee  one  of  them  navigated  and  funk* 
His  journey  was  a  progrefs  of  benevolence  *,  every- 
thing whicn  could  endear  a  monarch  to  his  people 
marked  his  conduA.  He  fpent  four  days  at  Cher- 
bourg, not  like  a  man  who  leaves  home  to  gratify 
an  idle  curiofity,  but  examining,  inveftigating,  and 
comparing  the  objeds  prefented  to  his  notice.  The 
people,  yet  uncorrupted  by  the  efforts  of  fedition, 
received  him  with  acclamations  and  benedidions. 
He  diftributed  fome  favours,  and  had  intended 
more,  but  was  prevented  by  the  felfifhnefs  of  the 
marihal  de  Caftries,  minifter  of  marine,  who  had 
1^  at  Paris  his  port-folio  of  intended  promotions  '. 
On  his  return  he  was  hailed  with  tranfports  of  joy ; 
triumphal  arches  were  ereded,  folemn  fervices  were 

*  Life  of  Dumouriez,  toK  7.  p.  4S0. 

*  One  inlUnccof  hie  tthtUmtls  rouft  not  be  omitted  t  a  woman, 
wife  to  the  jailor  at  Havre,  tjirew  herfelf  at  bis  feer,  and  craved  pardon' 
f«r  three  deferters  then  in  cnftody.      The  king  railed  her  up,  laying, 
*<  Vt^ith  all  my  heart,  good  ^bman }  I  wifli  you  had  interceded 'for 
*•  four."     Anecdotes,  vol.  i.  p.  156. 

4  7  Life  of  Dumourit2>  vol',  a.  p»  48$. 
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performed  in  the  churches,  and  the  keys  of  towns^ 
brought  by  the  citizens  in  proceiBon,  were  furren- 
dered  to  the  foverelgn.  The  king  was  fo  delighted 
with  thefe  demonflrations  of  loyalty,  that  he  (le- 
dared,  nest  to  his  confecration  at  Rheims,  the  day 
of  his  arrival  at  Cherbourg  was  the  happiefl  of  his 
life.  The  people  were  no  lefs  pleafed,  and  glpri^d 
in  repeating  the  words  of  their  fovereign,  who  to 
their  repeated  acclamations  of  Vive  le  Roi!  cqn- 
ftantly  replied,  Vive  mon  Peuple!  Vive  mon  bon 
Peuple  *  /  Yet  this  journey,  fo  laudable  in  its  ob- 
jed,  fo  fatisfaAory  in  its  refult,  did  not  efcape 
fevere  animadverfion.  Mirabeau  mentions  it  in  dif- 
refpedkfiil  terms  of  cenfure  :  *'  A  king  oppreiTes  his 
^^  fubje^ls  with  taxes  badly  organifed ;  the  day  of 
'^  his  acceffipn  is  confecrated  to  fefUvity ;  he  makes 
*^  an  ufelefs  and  expenfive  journey ;  on  his  return 
"  he  paffes  under  triumphal  arches  *." 

The  virtue,  the  religion,  the  benevolence,  and  Attacks  (mi 
morals  of  the  king,  -prefented  fo  few  vulnerable  ^^^^ 
points,  that  flander  was  at  a  lofs  on  what  part  of 
his  charader  to  make  an  attack.  The  queen,  equally 
upright  in  her  fendments,  was  lefs  guarded  in  her 
condufl.     In  her  calumny  found  an  eafy  prey ;  and 
afterwards,  beine  united  with  fedition,  made  a  joint 
attack,  with  a  view  not  only  to  injure  her,  but  to 
debafe  the  king,  and  vilify  royalty  itfelf  **.     One 
principal  engine  of  this  projected  degradadon,  was 
the  affair  of  the  necklace^  in  which  the  cardinal  de  Tfce 
Rohan  was  made  the  dupe  of  two  intriguing  adven-      * 
turers,  and  the  queen  implicated,  though  ihe  had 
not  the  flightefl:   participation  in  the  tranfa£Hon« 
Had  (he ,  wanted  fuch  a  necklace,  fhe  would  have 
bought  and  worn  it  publicly ;  had  fhe  required  moneys 
there  was  no  need  to  recur  to  a  fecret  and  difgrac^ 

.•  •  •  -  . 

>  For  a  very  minute  and  interefting  account  of  thii  journey^  lee 
Anecdotesy  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  153. 

*  Eflai  fur  la  Se6le  des  Ilhimines.     Introd.  p.  l6. 

*  Moore's  View,  vol.  i/p.  34.. 

fill 
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fill  negociation,  the  court  bankers  would  hare  gladly 
fiipplied  her.  But,  at  all  events,  fhe  would  never  have 
applied  to  the  cardinal,  whom  flie  was  known  to 
hate;  or  have  aflbciated  with  a  worthlefs  adventurer, 
and  a  woman  of  low  birth  and  education,  and  dif- 
gufting  manners*.  Ahhough  thofe  parts  of  this 
ftory,  which  tended  to  inculpate  the  queen,  were 
never  currently  believed,^  yet  they  had  the  effeft  of 
making  her  conduct  the  topic  of  public  examin- 
ation, an  event  always  degrading,  generally  danger- 
Herex-  ous.  The  people  received,  with  increafing  avidity, 
pencei.  every  account  of  her  profiifion,  and  having  been 
led  to  believe,,  that  they  were  miferable  beyond  all 
former  example,  were  eafily  induced  to  impute  that 
mifery  to  her.  That  I  may  not  return  to  this  fub- 
jeft,  let  me  once  for  all  expofe  the  extreme  ma- 
lice and  futility  of  fuch  complaints.  The  tafte  and 
elegance  which  accompanied  every  aft  of  the  queen 
excited  much  admiration ;  and  as  fhe  had  a  fingular 
grace  in  giving,  her  predileftion  was  a  fource  of 
envy,  her  bounty  of  admiration,  though  the  one 
was  conferred  without  reproach,  the  other  without 
profufion.  In  the  courfe  of  a  reign  of  eighteen  years, 
her  expences  amounted  in  the  whole  to  about  ten 
millions  of  livres  (437,500/.) ;  of  this  about  half  a 
million  (21,875/.)  was  expended  in  buildings  and 
decorations  at  Trianon,  and  in  the  purchafe  of  St. 
Cloud.  If  from  this  fum  we  deduft  fix  millions, 
(262,500  /.)  produced  by  the  fale  of  Chateau  Trom-^ 
pette,  an  eftate  belonging  to  the  crown,  which  the 
king  made  over  to  her  ufe  ^ ;  the  remainder,  four  mil- 

c  Anecdotes,  Sec,  voK  i.  p.  ^$%  to  41 1.  It  is  further  obferved  on 
this  fubje^t,  that  the  Memoirs  of  the  Coantefs  de  la  Motre  arc  a 
inere  web  of  fables,  totally  ileftitute  of  all  proof,  written  or  oral. 
What  it  worfe,  the  woman  is  continually  contradi^ing  herfelf.  The 
romance  of  the  fecond  Mawn  is  totally  different  from  that  of  the 
iirft;  and  the  romance  of  the  third  having  no  refemblance  to  either 
firft  or  fecond.  This  is  the  obfervation  of  M.  Muntjoye,  which  I 
can  neither  corroborate  nor  controvert,  having  read  the  Mmmn  in 
queftion  long  ago,  and  without  much  attcniioD*  Set  Eioge,  &c« 
p.  113.  n, 

'  Anecdotes,  &c,  vol.  i.  p.  34, 

lions 
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lions  ( 1 75)000 /.)  i$  too  inconfiderable  to  deGerve 
notice*  In  h&y  the  leaders  of  fa6Uon  had  efta* 
bliihed  many  falie  points  which  led  to  endlefs  in- 
confiftencies ;  they  made  a  trifling  de/ldt  an  evil  of 
the  firft  magnitude ;  they  charged  it  all  to  the  ac-« 
count  of  the  royal  family,  whofe  expences  were  fo 
moderate  as  to  defy  cenfure,  and  at  lafl  were  re* 
duced  to  the  pitifiil  neceflity  of  publifhing  the  red- 
book,  to  make  good  by  clamour  againft  individuals 
what  was  wanting  in  proof  of  criminality,  fufficiently 
important  to  intereft  the  public. 

While  the  public  mind  was^  agitated  by  panic  fears  Caionn« 
and  inflamed  by  calumny,  an  oppofition  was  com-  <*»^n»»ff«>* 
menced  in  the  parliament  of  Paris  to  the  grant  of  fup- 
plies.  Calonne  was  obliged  to  acknowledge  a  deficit 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  (5,250,000/.); 
the  king,  unacquainted  with  the  (late  of  public  opinion, 
and  aduated  only  by  his  defire  to  relieve  the  diltrefleg 
of  his  people,  declared  that  he  would  have  no  more 
loans  or  new  taxes*.  The  minifter  was  obliged  to 
convene  the  Notables,  for  whom  he  had  prepared  a 
plan  at  once  dignified,  conftitutional,  and  expe- 
dient ' ;  but  the  death  of  Vergennes  occafioned  de- 
lay, and  weakened  the  influence  of  Calonne ;  an 
oppofition  againfl  him  was  formed  in  the  clofet, 
where  advantage  was  taken  of  the  queen's  diflike, 
and  in  the  Notables,  where  an  oppofition  to  his  mea- 
fures  promifed  both  popularity  and  favour.  His 
plans  were  rejected;  he  was  obliged  to  quit  the  helm, 
and  retire  from  France,  after  having  been  deprived  of 
the  order  du  Saint  EfpriU 

De  Brienne,  archbifhop  of  Thouloufe,  who  fuc-  Admini- 
ceeded  Calonne,  after  trying  in  vain  to  break  the  ^f^J|.^" 
phalanx  formed  by  faction,  and  to  raife  the  necefiary  firicnne. 
fuj^lies,  after  encountering  oppofition  from  all  quar- 
ters, and  embarraifing  government  with  almofl  infur- 
mountable  difficulties,  abandoned  a  fituation  he  was  no 

« 

•  Rabaud^i  Hiftory,  p.  38.  ^  Boiii]M*t  Memoirs. 
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longer  able  to  hold,  recommending  the  convocation 
Recai  of  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  cftates,  and  the  recal  of  Necker,  the 
Meeker,  popular  idol  *.  This  minifter,  with  a  raftmefs,  pre- 
fumption,  and  ambitious  felfifhnefs  which  eclipfe  his 
merits  in  other  refpefts,  convoked  the  Notables  only 
to  rejeft  their  decifions,  courted  the  populace  and  the 
Orleans  faftion  by  the  moft  finifter  and  dlfhoneft 
means,  organifed  the  convocation  of  the  three  eftates 
at  a  time  and  place  which  rendered  an  open  war  be- 
tween the  three  orders  inevitable,  and  by  allowing 
the  tiers-eiat  a  double  reprefentation,  infured  their 
conqueft,  and  prepared  for  the  fuperior  orders  an 
abje£l  degradation  and  inevitable  extindion. 
Meeting  At  the  meeting  of  the  three  eftates  the  king  was 
Sart«*gc.  placed  in  a  fituadon  entirely  new,  and  more  em- 
■crai.  bar  raffing  than  that  of  any  monarch  before  him. 
He  had,  in  compliance  with  the  wiih  of  his  people, 
called  the  States-General,  yet  the  credit  was  attributed 
to  a  minifter  who  had  been  obtruded  on  him  in  con- 
tradition  to  his  own  will.  He  was  alarmed  by  re- 
ports of  a  deficit  which,  though  unimportant  in 
itfelf,  was  magnified  into  an  unlimited  evil,  and 
which  he  could  acquire  no  popularity  by  annihilat- 
ing, as  its  exiftence  was  falfely  imputed  to  him* 
The  turbulence  of  the  tiers-etat^  their  £a£tious  pro- 
ceedings againft  the  other  ftates,  and  their  unremit- 
ting endeavours  to  embarrafs  government  and  ufurp 
all  authority  ;  the  rebellious  difpofitions  of  the  Pa- 
rifians;  and  the  famine,  which  though  in  part 
occafioned  by  artful  and  unprincipled  confpiracy, 
was  converted  into  an  article  of  accufation  againil 
the  king,  added  to  his  diftrefs,  and  rendered  his 
fituation  ftiU  more  critical.  His  authority  was  not 
diminifhed  by  any  ad:  formally  announced,  yet  every 
exertion  of  it  was  attended  with  difficulty  and  danger. 
If  the  declaration  of  his  will  announced  a  popular 

t  Seethe  varioui hiftoriet,  the  LiTes  of  dc  Brienke  and  NfiCKERf 

and  the  authoritiet  there  quoted. 
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a&,  the  monarch  acquired  but  a  momentary  applaufe; 
he  was  deprived  of  the  afiedion  which  ought  to  have 
refulted  from  it,  by  a  refolute  band  of  detraftors,  who 
attributed  it  to  the  fuggeftion  of  Necker,  to  unavoid- 
able neceility ,  or  to  hypocrify  :  but  if  the  aft  an- 
nounced happened  to  be  unpopular,  which  the  party 
in  oppofition  could  at  any  time  occaflon,  it  was  op- 
probrioufly  reviled  and  contumacioufly  refifted. 

The  tiers-etat  comported  themfelves  with  all  the  Tarbu- 
vulgar  licentioufnefs  of  men  unufed  to  power,  who  [^e^^. 
were  refolved  to  maintain  their  pofts  by  infolence,  etat, 
and  to  extend  their  authorities  by  tyranny.    They 
were,  unhappily,  but  too  much  encouraged  by  the 
perverted  populace  of  the  capital,  who,  guided  by  a 
gang  of  daring  confpirators,  fanftioned  every  effort 
of  uTurpation,   every^  ebullition  of  petulance.     By 
them  they  were  fupported  in  thofe  infolent  attacks 
on  the  kmg,  which  not  only  retrenched  his  autho- 
rity in  the  adminiftration  of  affairs,  but  purfued  him 
in  the  hour  of  dejeftion,  and  to  the  receffes  of  pater- 
nal fenfibility,  with  clamorous  defiance  and  brutal 
pertinacity.     Thus  was  applaufe,  inftead  of  con-  sift  June, 
tempt,  enfured  to  the  treacherous  pantomime  of  the 
Tennis-court ;  thus  were  the  benevolent  intentions  of  *\^  Jane* 
the  monarch  refilled  with  undifguifed  contumely, 
and  ftigmadzed  with  unqualified  rancour.      The 
minifter,  who  had  advifed  the  meafure  which  brought 
the  conteil  to  its  firft  crifis,  and  deferted  his  mafter 
when  his  fervices  were  mod  neceffary,  was  idolized, 
while  the  confiding  monarch  became  a  vi£tim  to  his 
fuggeftions,  and  devoted  to  popular  odium.     This 
flate  of  conftraint  extorted  from  him  that  pathetic 
ezpreffion,  "  ye  n*ai  euy  depuis  auelques  annitSy  que 
**  des  in/ians  de  bmbeurj*—^  For  fome  years  paft 
^  I  have  only  felt  a  few  moments  of  happinefs  ^J* 

k  Moore*t  View,  vol.  i.  p.  159.  For  details  of  the  other  hStn 
tboveftatcd,  fee  the  Lives  of  Necker,  Mieabeav^  ORLlAKEf  and 
BAiLXiYy  and  the  authorttt^  there  ^u«ted. 

The 
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Union  of  The  mod  material  point  to  the  tiers^at  was  the 
the  orders*  verification  of  powers  and  tranfaftion  of  bufinefs  in 
a  common  aflfembiy.  This  the  other  two  orders  re- 
lifted  with  the  refolution  of  men  who  were  confdous 
that  their  exiftence  depended  on  the  refult  of  the 
conteft.  The  tide  of  popularity  ran  violently  againft 
them^  and  fome  treacherous  individuals  exhibited 
intentions  of  defeftion.  The  king,  ever  anxious  to 
comply  with  what  he  confidered  the  wifli  of  his 
people,  favoured  the  union  of  the  orders,  which  he 
was  now  brought  to  confider  as  the  only  means  of 
giving  peace  and  reftoring  tranquillity.  Some  of  the 
nobility  who  were  moft  in  his  confidence,  particularly 
the  due  de  Luxembourg,  remonftrated  againft  the 
meafure,  as  pregnant  with  the  moft  ^tal  confe- 
quences.  The  king,  however,  perfevered  in  his 
determination,  and  difclaimed  every  projeft  of  rc- 
fiftance  with  that  truly  patriotic  exclamation,  "  I  will 
**  not  fuffer  a  fingle  life  to  be  loft  in  my  caufe '.?  Ac- 
cordingly a  mel&ge  was  fent  to  the  nobility,  requir- 
ing them  to  join  the  tiers-etat^  which,  notwithftand- 
ing  a  very  vigorous  oppofition  from  the  vifcount  de 
Mirabeau,  was  complied  with ''.  Before  we  blame 
the  king's  conduft  in  this  particular,  it  is  neceflary 
not  only  to  appreciate  the  virtues  by  which  it  was 
actuated,  but  duly  to  weigh  the  difficulties  of  his 
fituation,  and  the  uncertain  refult,  undet  all  circum- 
ilances,  of  a  contrary  mode  of  proceeding.  It  is 
neceflary  to  confider  the ,  total  impoffibility  of  re- 
ftoring propriety  and  decorum  to  a  legiflature,  one 

1  Conjuration  de  d*Orleans,  vol.  i.  p.  363.  Mooters  View*  vol.  u 
p.  164,  &c.  &c.  This  fmgular  clemency  and  averfion  to  hioodfhedwat 
the  icing*s  ftriking  chara6leriOic»  and  douhtlefs  tiie  caufe  of  moft  of  his 
misfortunes.  The  refolute  detraflors  of  Louis,  feaiful  of  the  inipref- 
fion  thii  fafl  tnuft  make  to  the  prejudice  of  their  caufe,  have  adYanced 
ridiculous  ftories  about  hit  cruelty  to  animals.  One  gives  an  account 
of  his  (hooting  a  cat }  to  which  another  has  added  fome  vague  aflPertions 
about  torturiBg  reptiles,  and  killing  an  afa  1  See  Paget^  vol.  i.  p.  xfi. 
Mrs.  WolUtonecraft^ft  Hiftory,  p.  137. 

^  Moorc*s  Viewj  vol.  i.  p.  a46.  &c.  &c« 
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bf  the  members  of  which  afterwards  declared,  **  that 
"  had  Henry  IV.  or  Louis  XIL  reigned  at  the  be- 
"  ginning  of  the  Revolution,  it  would  not  have 
"  diminiflied  the  neceflity  of  throwing  off  the  royal 
«  yoke '. 

While  the  king  xsras  thus  labouring,  by  concef&on,  Excrtiont 
to  conciliate  efteem,  the  prevailing  faftion,  whom  |^^^^«^*<^' 
every  acquifition  of  power  rendered  more  eager  in 
the  purfuit  of  their  ultimate  objeft,  exerted  their 
efforts  to  undermine  and  deftroy  the  fmatl  fhafe  of 
popularity  and  power  yet  remaining  to  the  royal 
family.  The  foldiers  were  feduced  from  their  duty^ 
asd  the  populace  inflamed  and  encouraged  to  repeated 
ads  of  violence  and  rebellion  ".  The  moft  atrocious 
calumnies  and  abfurd  reports  were  raifed  againft  the 
king  and  queen,  and  arculated,  not  only  in  Paris,  r 
but  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  moft  audacious 
libels  were  openly  vended,  and  every  means  reforted 
to  which  could  complete  the  perverfion  of  the  public 
mind.  In  the  feditious  groups  at  the  Palais  Royal, 
profcriptions  were  iffued  againft  every  one  who  was 
reputed  a  court  favourite,  particularly  the  count 
d'Artois,  the  prince  de  Conde  and  his  family,  and 
the  duchefs  de  Polignac.  This  lady  incurred  the 
difpleafure  of  the  faftion,  not  only  as  a  favourite  of 
the  king  and  queen,  but  from  a  generally  believed 
affertion  that  anti-patriotic  affocJations  were  formed, 
and  that  her  houfe  was  their  place  of  rendezvous. 
This  is  pofitively  denied  by  the  biographer  of  the 
duchefs,  who  fays,  that  the  houfe  of  her  relation 
was  open  to  all  the  deputies ".  Thofe  of  a  particular 
defcription  would,  "of  courfe,  abfent  therafelves; 
they  had  their  meetings  elfewhere,  but  none  were 
excluded.     In  the  provinces  as  well  as  in  Paris,  the 

1  Defenfeur  de  la  Conftitution  par  Maximilien  Robeipierre,  p.  185. 
■>  See  OiLL£ANS. 

■  Memoires  de  la  D«cbefle  de  Polignaey  par  la  Corotefle  Diane  de 
Polignac,  p.  28. 
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mbtn  wa$  charged  indth  the  tiioft  atrocitms  a^b  and 
uaiguinary  intentions.  The  chain  of  communication 
|>etween  the  confpirators  in  the  capital,  and  the  dif- 
aife^ted  in  the  country,  was  fo  regularly  maintained, 
that  the  moft  inconfiderable  villages  in  the  kingdom 
wert  poifcmed  with  the  (landers  and  agitated  by  th^ 
fears  which  had  been  communicated  to  them  from 
ibe  junto  in  the  Palais  Royal  ^. 
Mfcifures  Me^while  the  king  difcoTered  that  every  mea« 
•fiheking.  ^^^  j^^  adopted,  for  irovt  condUating,  tended  to 
alienate  his  fubjeAs.  He  faw  the  rage  of  his  ene- 
mies increafe  with  their  power^-  found  himfelf  open 
to  every  calumnv,  expoftd  to  the  moft  virulent  at« 
isiicks,  reebly  defended,  and  du^eatened  with  a  total 
defertion  or  his  troops.  Under  thefe  drcumftances^ 
he  determined  to  change  his  mode  of  proceeding, 
to  reprefs  licentiouihefs  ere  it  acquired  too  great  an 
ftfcendancy,  and  to  fecure  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom 
by  timely  exertion,  ^  He  refolved  to  remove  from 
Paris  thofe  troops  who  were  difpofed  to  relinquifli 
all  obedience,  and  to  replace  them  with  others  who 
might  at  once  prote&  the  city,  and  reftrain  the 
Ar*r^^  turbulent.  For  this  purpofe  an  army  was  coUeded 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris  under  the  command 
of  marihal  Broglio.  The  violent  members  of  the 
ftifembly  exerted  themfelves  in  the  moft  ftrenuous 
manner  againft  this  ad  of  prerogative,  and  en- 
deavoured to  mifreprefent  the  king's  whole  conduft 
and  intentions  by  the  moft  (landerous  reports  ^  but 
thefe  were  fo  unfounded  in  truth,  and  afterwards  de- 
nied fo  pofitively  and  fpontaneoufly  by  the  kine 
himfelf,  that  impartial  judgment  rejeds  the  grols 

*  See  Arthur  Young*t  TraveU»  p.  119. 151.  i6ft.  16S.    And  for 

a  remarkable  fpecimcn  of  thefe  flanders,  fee  Lettre  d*uii  Fran^ais  fur 
let  Moyens  qui  ont  opeii  la  Revolution,  p.  it|  ta*  where  an  account 
is  given  of  a  pretended  letter  written  by  the  queen  to  Delaunay,  go. 
rernorof  the  Baftille,  and  intercejptedi  in  which  were  thefe  wordat 
•<  Tbe  moft  gtorions  day  of  my  lihe  will  be  that  when  I  flull  wafli  my 
^  bands  in  (he  blood  of  Frenchmen*^* 

and 
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md  improbabfc  feillacy ''.    TVlraf ever  might  be  the 
mm  of  the  monarch,  they  were  completely  de- 
feated by  the  indifcretion  or  marlhal  Broglio.    He 
crouded  his  infantry  into  three  or  four  little  campB 
k  tbe  vicittity  of  Paris,  expofed  to  the  feduflSon  of 
women  of  the  town,  to  the  temptation  of  good  cheef, 
and  the  bfandiflimehts  of  the  Pafais  RovaJ.     IBs  ca- 
valry and  large  artillery  were  difpofed  m  a .  manner 
equally  injudicious;    and   his  whole  pofition  was 
csdcalated  to  defeat  the  purpofes  of   his  encamp- 
ment'.    The  dourt,   however,   unacquainted  with 
thefe  difadvantages,  announced  a  change  of  minifters.  Change  of 
which  accelerated  the  plans  of  the  infurgents,  and  «n»n»ftry- 
occafioned  the  Capture  of  the  Baftille,  and  the  other  Rcvolu- 
crems  which  are  generally  confidcred  as  the  com-  *'°"' 
mencement  of  the  revalution '. 

When  the  king  w?8  informed  of  thefe  fatal  trant  Condoaof 
aftions,  he  took,  without  delay,  fuch  meafures  as  he  ^"^' 
confidcred  mod  judicious  for  allaying  the  popular 
ferment.  He  delivered  himfelf,  without  hefitarion, 
to  the  protefHon  of  that  alTembly  which  had  yet 
only  exifted  to  degrade,  brarve,  and  infult  him.  He  ap- 
peared among  them  without  ceremony  or  attendance, 
addrefled  them  in  terms  of  conciliation  and  tender- 
nefe ;  he  convinced  them  how  innocent  he  was  of 
any  hottjjb  defigns,  and  immediately  ordered  the 
troops  ^'be  withdrawn.  The  next  day  he  con- 
fcnted  td  the  recal  of  Necker ;  and  the  triumph  of  the 
fadious  was  complete  *.  Say,  detraftors  of  this  un- 
fortunate monarch',  was  it  fear,  was  it  the  bafe  defire 
of  preferving  a  degraded  and  precarious  exiftence,  or 
was  it  that  dread  of  occafioning  the  blood-fhed  of  his 
ungrateful  fiibjefts,  from  which  all  his  fufferings 
proceeded,  that  now  a^uated  his  condud  ?   That  it 

P  Memolre  ils  LaHy  Tollcmfaf,  p.  75.  quoted  in  HiA^rical  Sketch 
o^tbe  French  Revolution,  p.  1S3. 
4  Life  of  DomoiirieZ}  rol.  it.  p«4i. 
'  See  Orleans. 
'  Impartial  Hiftoryi^  toI.  i*  p*  135)  &c.  &c* 
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was  not  fear  is   manifefl:  from  the  refolution  he 
adopted,  in  defpite  of  every  remonftrance,  to  vifit  the 
capital,  the  very  den  of  his  ferocious  enemies,  in 
perfon;    and  to  expofe,    without  defence,    a  life 
which  he  could  never  be  induced  to  fecure  by  en- 
Emigra-     dangering  the  life  of  another  ^    '  But  that  fear  which 
****"•'        he  was  incapable  of  feeling  for  himfelf,  he  expreffed 
in  the  moft  benignant  manner  for  his  friends  whofe 
lives  were  threatened.     He  preferred  divefting  him- 
felf of  the  affiftance  and  fociety  of  his  moft  affec- 
tionate adherents,  to  the  aft  of  retaining  them  at  the 
rifle  of  thofe  horrible  events  which   had  already 
ftained  Paris  with  blood,   and  to  which  the  pro- 
fcriptions  of  the  Palais  Royal  obvioufly  pointed.     He 
infifted  on  the  departure  of  the  count  d'Artois,  the 
duke  and  duchefs  of  Polignac,    and  feveral  other 
perfons  whofe  fervices  and  fidelity  had  endeared  them 
to  him  and  the  queen.     He  added  his  commands  to 
her  entreaties,  and  finally  prevailed  on  them  to  aban- 
don a  country  which  they  confidered  only  under  the 
influence  of  a  temporary  phrenzy,  and  to  which  they 
hoped  fpeedily  to  return  in  fafety  and  peace ". 
17th  July.       Cheerlefs  and  dreary  was  the  king's  progrefs  from 
King's  vi-  VerfaiUes  to  Paris ;  uncomfortable  the  afpeft  of  every 
It  to  aris.  Qi^jg^^  Qj^  jj^g  approach.     The  journe^  was  under- 
taken  in  contradiftion  to  the  fuggeftions  of  pru- 
dential advice,  and  the  pleadings  of  connubial  ten- 
dernefs.  The  recent  events,  the  confirmed  domination 
of  a  party  who  wiflied  his  deftruftion,  the  abfence 
of  his  friends,  and  the  triumph  of  his  enemies,  ihed 
over  the  mind  of  the  king  that   dejeftion  which 
difplayed  itfelf  in  fpite  of  every  effort.      Palenefs 
altered  his  countenance,  forrow  caft  a  fliade  over 
his  features,  melancholy  marked  the  brow  of  fuffer- 
ing  majefty.     He  furveyed  the  fpeftators  with  an 
eager  gaze,  and  fmiled  at  thofe  he  recollefted ;  but 

<  Impartial  Hiftor}',  vol.  i.  p.  i'4i,  &c.  &c.    Conjuration  de  d*Or- 
leans,  vol.ii.  p.  76. 
*  Mcmoiresde  U  Duchcfle  de  Polignac,  p.  yi^  35. 
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with  a  fimle  which  ill  concealed  the  anguifli  of  his 
fouP.     The  unufual  cry  of  vive  la  nation!  while 
that  of  vive  le  roi !  was  fupprefled  by  order  of  la 
Fayette ;   the  refufal   to  permit  the  gardcs-du-corps 
to  enter  the  city,  and  the  delivery  of  the  king  to  the 
national  guard,  who  formed  a  triple  row  on  each 
fide  his  carriage,'  were  inaufpicious  circumftances. 
His  paffage  to  the  hotel  do  ville^  under  a  long  arch 
of  pikes   and  naked  fwords',  the  infolent  fpeech 
of  Bailly,    and  the  compelled   aflumption   of  the 
narional  cockade,  were  mortifications  equally  new 
and  degrading  *.     Yet    the   fincere    patriotifm   of 
the  king,  his  love  for  the  people,  and  the  genuine 
candour  and  goodnefs  of  his  difpofition,  at  length 
vanquilhed   enmity,   and   melted   fullennefs.      The 
pathetic   emotion  with  which  he  pronounced  the 
words,  *'  My  people   may  always   rely   upon   my 
"  aflFeftion,"  and  his  appearance  at  the  window  of 
the  hotel  de  vilUj  adorned  with  the  newly  adopted 
badge  of  patriotifm,  difFufed  general  joy  ;  the  cry  of 
vive  le  roi!  could  be  no  longer  reftrained.     The 
returning  love  and  confidence  of  his  people,  reftored 
tranquillity  and  joy  to  th^  monarch,  and  fent  him 
to  Verfailles  with  every  appearance  of  content  and 
fatisfadtion  ^. 

The  affembly,  now  freed  from  all  reftraint,  and  Conduaof 
influenced  by  a  faftion  which  had  views  the  mod  |^*J*  *^*"** 
hoftile  to  the  perfon  and  dignity  of  the  monarch,  no     ^' 
longer  preferved  any  decency  or  refpeft  in  their  pro- 
ceedings.    They  made  the  mod  wanton  attacks  on 
property  of  every  kind ;   and  while  they  were  in- 
ccffantly  clamorous  about  the  miferies  of  the  king- 
dom, and  the  infubordination  of  the  people,  took 
no  ftep  to  reprefs  licentioufnefs  or  flrengthen  the 

'  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  143^  &c.  &c.    Conjuration  ded*Or* 
leans,  vol.ii.  p.  St. 
7  Pages,'  vol.  i.  p.  167. 
*  See  Bailly  and  Orleans* 
>  Impartial  Hiftoryi  vol.  u  p.  i45*    Rabaud's  Uiftory>  p.  114,  &c. 
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hands  of  govemment.  Oa  the  contrary,  thiey  ttt- 
faod^  the  propofed  advantages  of  loans  till  they 
failed  for  want  of  fubfcribers  j  they  fliewed,  in  ali 
their  del>ate$9  a  marked  diftrufl  and  contempt  for 
the  king  ^  j  and  when  complaints  were  made  of  the 
murders  committed,  a  popular  member,  BarnaYe, 
afked,  with  a  fneer,  *'  If  die  blood  which  had  been 
**  fhed  was  fo  remarkably  pure  *"  ?" 
Treatment  Yet  thefe  violences,  while  unrefifted,  failed  of 
•  «*^«g'  producing  the  eflFe£l:s  expefted  by  the  confpirators  j 
they  felt  the  neceffity  of  creating  an  oppofition  reaj 
or  fi£Htious,  and  ufmg  it  to  aid  their  calumnies  and 
^hAug.  trealbnable  machinations.  For  this  purpole  they 
paffed,  without  deliberation,  a  feries  of  decrees  by 
which  all  the  property  in  the  kingdom,  ecclefiaftical 
and  civil,  was  invaded,  and  prelTed  the  king  to 
tmJ^ion  them  without  delay  ;  which,  after  fbme  re^ 
monftrance,  he  did ;  and  thus  their  firft  attack  wa$ 
parried  **.  After  this,  the  affembly  paffed  a  declar- 
ation of  the  rights  of  man,  and  forae  few  articles  of  a 
new  conftitution,  which  the  king,  confidering  them 
only  as  parts  of  a  larger  work^  declined  fan£Uoning, 
till  he  faw  their  application  to  fome  confiftent,  uni- 
form whole,  and  retained  them  in  his  poflefEon, 
without  expreffing  his  decided  approbation  or  dif*- 
approbation.  This  ^as  immediately  converted  into 
a  ground  of  oppofition  aiid  virulent  abufe.  Myfterious 
l*«port§  were  pirpulated  of  the  moft  alarmmg  tenr 
.dency,  of  a  prpjcdl  to  carry  off  the  king,  diflblve  thq 
affembly,  and  epflave  the  nation.  Such  fchemes  are  de- 
inonffrated  fp  have  been  impoffible^  from  the  invin? 

^  Sec  particularly  the  dehHteg  on  the  df plaraiion  of  the  rights  of 
man,  on  the  vet9,  on  the  king*s  inviotability,  andpn  the  I'uccc (lion  to 

c  Hiftorical  EiTay  on  the  Ambition  and  Conquedsof  France^  p.  %^%, 
where  the  fate  of  this  incendiaiy  is  thus  defcribed :  **  BaRNAVE  was 
f*  pcrfecuted  for  a  long  time,  diiven  from  place  to  place,  and  at  lai^ 
f*  ietzed  and  executed.  Thus  he  expiated  with  his  o^n  blood  that 
**  cruel  anfwer  he  had  made  to  Lally^  when  eyclaimin^  agaipft  UiQ 
f*  murders  of  Berihicr  and  Foulon." 

4  Impartial  Hiftory,  yoi.  i.  p*  »i7«    Debates, 
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cible  ebflacles  whkh  would  have  oppofisd  the  Idng;'s 
^ht  fr<Hn  VerfaiUcss^  and  from  his  total  want  of 
moaey,  which  he  could  oniy  have  drawn  from 
Paris  ^  To  thefe  fuggeftiont  were  added  the  untrue 
rq>ort8  of  the  argks  of  the  garda^dtt-corpSy  and  th^ 
threats  of  immediate  famine,  in  otder  to  raife  the 
md>  of  Paris,  and  atachieve  the  co&queil  and  debafe- 
ment  of  the  king*. 

Such  were,  in  general,  the  caufes  which  led  to  the  5th  oa. 
horrible  outraffes  of  the  fifth  and  fiacth  of  Qaober,  ^^^f^^ 
which  are  delcribed  tmder  another  head  ^  Ii  i^  ^  *  '^^' 
only  neceflary  here  to  mention  the  condud  and 
fituation  of  the  royd  family.  The  king,  totally 
ignorant  of  what  was  paiiing  at  Paris,  which  un^ 
doubtedly  was  not  the  cafe  with  the  leadin?  con* 
fpirators  in  the  aiTembly,  had  been  prefied  to  iandioa 
thofe  decrees  which  he  had  before  referved  for  cott« 
fideration;  and,  on  that  day,  returned  an  anfwer 
ezprefled  in  the  moft  prudent  and  moderate  terms  *. 
It  produced  a  great  emotion;  and  the  impartial 
public,  if  its  voice  had  not  been  forcibly  fupprefied, 
would  have  approved  it  **.  The  affembly,  howevert 
received  it  with  infolence  and  difdain,  and  infifted  on 
the  immediate  and  unqualified  fandion.  The  king,  'm 
the  mean  time,  went  to  Meudon,  to  enjoy  the  diver* 
fion  of  hunting,  in  which  he  was  engaged,  when  an 
exprefe  c2Lme  to  inform  him  of  the  arrival  of  the  mob 
from  Paris  to  demand  bread.  "  Alas  !"  he  exclaim* 
ed,  "  if  I  had  it  I  ihould  not  wait  to  be  aiked.'* 
fie  refolved  immediately  to  return ;  when  a  chevalier 
de  St.  Louis,  aware  of  the  danger  of  his  iituation, 
exhorted  him  not  to  fear.  ^*  I  never  was  afraid  ia 
"  my  life,"  was  the  monarch's  reply.  Though 
there  is  little  reafon  to  doubt  that  the  inftigators  of  this 
horrible  fcene  had  in  contemplation  the  murder  of 

'  '  Sor  rAdminiftration  de  M.  Necker,par  lui  nnciDe«  p/y96. 
'  See  Orleans* 
t  Appemdiz,  No.  I. 
^  NecMr  00  the  Reroltttion,  vol.  i.  p.  sfs* 
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the  king,  ftill  the  fpirit  of  loyaky  was  not  yet 
fo  e&tirely  extind  that  they  durft  openly  profefs  it. 
But  the  arts  of  calumny  had  been  fo  fuccefsful  that 
they  were  under  no  fuch  reftraint'with  refpeft  to  the 
queen.  Her  they  reviled  with  the  moft  opprobrious 
appellations,  and  (ligmatized  with  the  moft  odious 
crimes.  Againft  her  they  vented  threats  which  would 
make  the  heart  of  humanity  fhudder,  in  terms  which 
to  repeat  would  infult  the  ear  of  modefty.  When 
the  lung  returned  to  Verfailles,  he  found  the  polition 
of  affairs  much  more  alarlsiing  than  he  had  been 
taught  to  exped.  He  found  the  city  inundated 
with  a  clamorous-  and  fanguinary  mob,  the  court 
under  the  agitation  of  terror,  and  the  council  par- 
taking in  the  general  alarm.  It  was  propofed,  in 
council,  that  the  royal  fiunily  fhould  be  removed ; 
of  the        but  that  proportion  being  over-ruled',  the  queen 

queen  J 

^  Much  has  been  faicl  by  thofe  writers  who  iniift  on  the  king*B  in* 
iinceiiry  refpefting  his  carriages  being  brought  out,  from  which  an  in- 
tended efcape  is  ftrongly  inferred.     In  explanation  of  this  traniaflion, 
1  (hall  cite  the  words  o^  an  intelligent  cabinet  minifler  and  eye-wit* 
nefs :     «  The  king*s  private  opinion  was  to  await  the  ftorm  j  and 
*'  if  it  had  been  iniended  to  conceal  this  truth,  the  officers  on  duty 
*'  with  the  king  ought  to  have  been  forbidden  repeatedly  to  aflert,  iliat 
"  they  heard  him  pacing  acrofs  his  apartment,  and  feveral  times  ex- 
**  claiming,  with  a  fentiment  of  repugnance  and  indignatioui  A  fugi- 
•*  tive  king\  A  fugitive  king !— He  determined,  however,  to  order  his 
**  carriages;  but  the  traces  having  been  cut  or  taken  away  by  the 
*'  people  of  Verfailles,  who  wi(h;d  at  all  hazards  to  oppofe  the  de- 
*'  parture  of  the  court,  frefh  doubts  arofe,  and  a  fecond  confultaiion 
**  was  refolved  upon.   Within  the  palace  there  was  a  general  agitation  ; 
"  and  the  queen,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours,  held  two  diredUy  con- 
**  Irary  opinions.     The  king,  furroundcd  and  preceded  by  hisguards, 
**  would,  I  think,  have  overcome  any  reiiftanre  from  the  people;  bui 
'*  the  excellent  difpofltion  of  the  prince  would  not  allow  him  to  be 
*'  the  occaiion  and  wirnefs  of  a  tumult  where  the  eifufion  of  blood 
••  would  probably  be  inevitable.     However,  at  a  time  and  in  circum- 
'*  ftances  where  even  the^king^s  perfon  might  be  expofed,  it  is  evident 
**  that  he  muft  neceffarily  decide  for  himfelf,  and  he  refolved  to  remain 
***at  Verfailles."  Neckcron  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  a6i.  From  this 
narrative  it  appears,  that  though  the  king  would  noi  impede  the  depar- 
ture of  his  family,  and  would  even  have  departed  himfelf,  had  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  of  the  cabinet  dire£led  the  meafure  ;  )et  he  confidered 
the  propofal  with  horror,  and  was  To  firm  in  his  difpofition  to  merc\', 
that  not  even  the  advice  of  his  minifters  could  have  induced  him  to  ado|>t 
a  mode  of  conduft  which  might  faaveoccafioned  the  eifufion  of  blood. 

was 
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was  informed,  that  as  the  fury  and  malice  of  the  in- 
ftii^ts  were  peculiarly  pointed  againft  her,  it  would 
be  highly  proper  to  withdraw,  for  fome  time  at 
Icaft,  from  Verfailles.  Her  anfwer  was  truly  con- 
fiftent  with  the  magnanimity  {he  had  always  dif- 
played.  •*  I  am  determined  never  to  forfake  my 
^^  hulband :  if  the  Parifians  are  bent  on  murdering 
«  me,  I  will  die  at  the  feet  of  the  king."    . 

Meanwhile  the  affembly  were  infulted   lefs  by  oftheaf. 
the  licentious  proceedings  of  the  mob,    who  dif-  fc«»*'*y» 
claimed  every  appearance  of  refpeft,  than  by  the 
open  triumph  of  thofe  members  of  their  own  body 
who  were   known   to   inftigate   fuch   proceedings. 
From  them  the  infurgents  received  a  new  impulfe, 
and  from  clamouring  for  bread,  and  venting  execra- 
tions againft  the  gardes-du-corps^  began  to  demand 
a  fimple  and  unconditional  aflfent  to  the  decrees  pre- 
fented  to  the  king ;  and  twelve  of  them  infifted  on 
accompanying  Mounier,  the  prefident,  and  the  reft 
of  the  deputation  into  his  prefence.  The  king  received 
them  with  fo  much  dignity,  and  gracioufnefs  as  in« 
ftantly  overcame  all  their  prejudices ;  he  convinced 
them  that  no  effort  of  his  was  wanting,  or  fhould  ever 
be  wanting,  to  procure  them  fupplies  of  provifions^ 
complied   with   their   requeft  of  a   written  order, 
though  he  knew  it  mufl:  be  ineffedual,  and  fent  them 
from  his   prefence    mollified,    weeping,  and  even, 
fainting.     Mounier  and  his  fix  colleagues,  however, 
did  not  abandon  their  purfuit ;  they  perfevered  in 
.    preffing  his  acceptance  of  the  preliminary  articles  of 
the  conftitution,  pretending  that  public  tranquillity 
would  refult  from  the  conceflion.     Againft  this  ar« 
gument  the  king  was  never  obdurate :  he  yielded, 
after   a  ftruggle  protrafted  till   eleven  o'clock  at 
night,  which  demonftrates  that  what  fear  for  him- 
fetf  or  folidtude  for  his  family  could  not  effeA,  was 
inftantaneoufly  produced  by  a  fuggeftion  of  fparing 
the  blood  of  his  people.     Such  was  the  conduft  of 
the  king  \  ^^  but  pofterity  will  never  forget  the  mo- 
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^/  ment  cholen  by  the  afTembly  to  confecrate  the 
^^  theory  of  the  rights  of  man,  and  to  lay  the  comer 
"  ftone  of  the  temple  of  liberty  ""/* 
Magnani .  I  pafs  over  intermediate  tranfaftions,  till  la  Fayette, 
qwxn!  ^^^  ^viiig  arrived  and  had  an  interview  with  the  king, 
took  the  refponfibility  of  all  further  events  on  him- 
felf,  and  advifed  Mounier  to  adjourn  the  aflembly. 
The  king  appears  to  have  been  tranquillized  by  the 
promifes  of  the  general,  and  to  have  confided  in  the 
effe£t  of  his  exertions ;  but  the  queen  informed  of 
the  inveteracy  of  the  Parifian  mob  againft  her,  ac* 
quainted  with  the  criminal  views  of  the  Orleans 
£i£tion,  and  perhaps,  perfonally  fufpicious  of  la 
Fayette,  retired  to  her  clofet,  prepared  to  expeft 
fome  dreadful  event.  Yet  fhe  did  not  give  way 
to  apprehenfion,  or  exhibit  fymptoms  of  fear.  She 
replied  to  thofe  who  fuggefted  their  thoughts  on 
iier  danger,  *'  I  know  that  the  people  come  to  de* 
^  mand  my  life ;  I  have  learned  from  my  mother 
^^  not  to  fear  death,  and  I  will  await  it  with  courage."- 
It  is  afierted,  that  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  fhe 
received  a  letter  from  one  of  the  miniftry,  informing 
her,  that  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  fhe  would 
be  murdered ;  that  (he  read  it  without  emotion,  dif« 
mifled  her  attendants  without  imparting  its  contents, 
retired  to  bed  and  enjoyed  a  few  hours  reppfe, 
which  enabled  her  to  undergo  the  fatigues  an4 
Jiorrors  of  the  enfuing  day  \ 
€th  oa.  At  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  an  immenfe  muK 
Further  titude  prefentcd  themfelves  at  the  gates  of  the  palace, 
2^^,*^"  which  were  feebly  defended  or  rather  bafely  betrayed 
by  the  gardes  Franfaifes^  to  whofe  care  la  Fayette 
jbad  intruded  them.  They  ran  through  the  various 
apartments,  breathing  blood,  and  fhouting  obloquies, 
which  to  repeat  would  caufe  a  blufli  on  the  cheel^ 
of  impudicity.     The  g^rdes-du^corps^  fpme  of  whom 

^  Sur  rAdminifiration  dt  M.  Necker»  p.  30S,  Sfealfo  the^uotatioo 
from  Laily  Tollendai,  in  the  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  h*  p.  siS« 
'  Mootjoye.  Coajuiation  dc  d*t)rlMnf,  vol.  ii.  n.  %%%^ 
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lad  remained,  in  the  pahce,  and  who  had  not  gone 
to  bed ;  though  not  imxnediately  on  duty,  hear- 
ing this  dreadful  uproar,  refolved  to  devote  their 
litmoft  efforts  to  fave  their  unfortunate  fove* 
reigns.  Twelve  of  them,  headed  by  Luillier,  com- 
mander of  the  Scotch  company,  oppofe4  the  mob 
oa  the  ftair  cafe.  "  Wretches,"  cried  the  brave  com-^ 
mander,  "  refped  the  retreat  of  your  king."  The 
populace,  however, '  ruihed  on,  and  the  guards  re- 
icAved  to  favor  the  retreat  of  the  intended  vidims, 
dilputed  the  pajQEige  with  the  aflailants  foot  by  foot« 
They  barricaded  the  queen's  anti-chamber,  and 
fome  of  them  ran  to  the  door  of  her  room,  entreat* 
bg  her  to  fly.  Th^  mob  forced  the  entrance, .  and 
ruihed  with  redoubled  fury  and  a  quickened  defire  of 
blood  towards  her  majefty's  bed  chamber.  She, 
ever  preferving  that  dignified  prefence  of  mind 
which  was  her  charaderiltic,  had  retired  by  a  private 
paflage  under  the  room  called  the  ail  de  bmuf^  into  the 
king's  chamber,  attended  only  by  the  marquife  de 
Tourzel,  holding  the  princefs  royal  by  the  hand,  and 
the  count  de  St.  Aulaire  carrying  the  dauphin* 
When  (he  arrived  the  king  was  not  there;  he,  no  left 
sdarmed  for  the  fafety  of  the  partner  of  his  heart  an4 
crown,  had  gone  to  her  room  by  another  paflage* 
What  muil  have  been  the  agonizing  fenfations  of 
thefe  perfecuted  perfonages  at  the  moment !  Hiftory 
or  fidion  can  hardly  prefent  a  fituation  equally 
pitical  and  affe£Hng.  The  king  regaining  his  own 
apartment,  rejoined  his  confort  and  children. 

Meanwhile  the  aflaffms  proceeded  in  their  work 
of  blood;  they  had  overpowered  \h'&  gardet'dti-corps^ 
and  after  murdering  two  of  them  in  the  anti-cham- 
ber, and  feveral  more  in  the  (zil  de  b(zuf\  had  taken 
as  many  more  as  they  could  find  prifoners,  referving 
them  for  the  fame  fate.  The  Parifian  guards,  not 
equally  inveterate  a^ainil  them  with  thole  of  Vcr^ 
^les,  finding  that  it  was  not<  true  that  they  wore 
^e  b)^  cockade,  as  had  been  £add,  began  to  feel 
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Amotions  of  pity.      The  unfortunate  gardes-du-corps  , 
performed  prodigies  of  valor  in  the  defence  of  the 
royal  family  and  of  themfelves.    A  party  of  eight  had 
fought  their  way  out  of  the  palace,  and  concealed 
themfelves  in  a  houfe  in  the  town  ;  but  were  difco- 
vered  by  the  mob,  who  prepared  to  put  them  to 
death   under  the  king's  windows.     One  of  them, 
venerable  by  his  age,  his  white  hairs  and  dignified 
military  appearance,  exclaimed,  "  Our  lives  are  in 
your  power ;   you  may  murder   us ;  our   exift- 
ence  will  be  (hortened  by  a  few  moments,  but  we 
^*  will  not  die  difhonored."     This  affefting  addrefs 
was  lod  on  the  mob  of  Paris  and  the  national  guard 
of  Verfailles;  but  the  national  guard  of  Paris  exclaim- 
ed, "  No,  we  will  not  kill  brave  fellows  like  you,**  and 
ruftiing  between  them  and  the  murderers,  faved  their 
lives.    The  king,  learning  the  danger  of  his  faithful 
adherents,  thoughtlefs  of  peril,   ran  into   the  bal- 
cony, and  fhewed  himfelf  to  the   people ;  crying, 
**  Quarter!  fpare  my  gar des-du- corps. ^*     The  impref- 
fion  of  tendernefs  was  begun  amongft  the  grenadiers ; 
this  generous  folicitude  augmented  it,  and  it  was 
completed  by  the  adlion  of  the  gar des-du- corps  them- 
felves whq  had  remained  in  the  apartment  with  the 
royal   family  :    They  too   came  into  the  balcony, 
threw  away  their  arms  and  waving  their  hats,  in 
which  they  had  mounted  the  tri-coloured  cockade, 
cried  vive  la  nation  !    The  Parifians  completely  fub- 
dued,  anfwered,  vive  le  roi !  and  every  effort  was 
ufed  to  fave  the  gardcs-du^corps^  of  whom  all  that 
could  be  found  were  paraded  under  the  window  with 
acclamations. 

During  thefe  tranfaflions  la  Fayette  had  made 
his  appearance  on  horfeback,  and  having  coUefted  a 
body  of  grenadiers,  affifted  in  refcuing  feveral  parties 
of  gardes'dU'Corps  from  the  affaflins,  and  in  clearing 
the  palace  from  the  mob ;  who  having  in  the  mo- 
ments of  rage  at  the  queen's  efcape  cut  her  bed 
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in  various  places,  with  fwords  and  fcythes  intended 
for  her  perfon,  were  direfting  their  attention  to  the 
more  profitable  employ  of  carrying  off  the  furniture. 
Aided  by  captain  Gondran  of  the  Paris  national 
guard,  la  Fayette  effeded  his  purpofe ;  and  hopes  of 
tranquillity  began  to  be  entertained. 

This  appearance  was  deftruftive  to  the  views  of 
the  fa^on;  they  faw  all  their  labour  fruftrated  by  acci« 
dent,  unexpefted  heriofm,  and  irrefiflible  fympathy. 
To  counterad  this,  they  indigated  th^  mob  to  de* 
mand  the  queen's  appearance  in  the  balcony,  hoping 
thus  to  revive  the  popular  fury.  She  obeyed  the 
fummons  without  hefitation,  holding  her  two  chil- 
dren, one  in  each  hand.  This  pathetic,  though 
filent  appeal  to  the  feelings  of  all  the  fpedators 
increafed  the  rage,  as  it  augmented  the  difappoint- 
xnent  of  her  enemies  :  ."  No  children  !  No  children,*' 
they  exclaimed.  The  intrepid  princefs  retired  a 
moment  and  returned  unaccompanied :  this  ad:  of 
heriofm  operated  electrically ;  vive  la  reine  I  burft 
from  every  mouth. 

All  the  labors  of  the  confpirators  were  again  loft ;  The  king 
a  new  refource  muft  be  tried  :  it  prefented  itfelf  in-  Lo^toPari$. 
ftantaneoufly. — A  feeble  cry  was  raifed  at  firft  ;— • 
"  To  Paris  !  The  king  to  Faris  !"  This  audacious 
attempt  on  the  liberty  of  the  monarch  furpaffed  ex- 
peftation  ;  La  Fayette  and  his  corps  were  filent  and 
amazed,  the  friends  of  the  king  ftupified,  while  the 
clamour  increafed,  and  the  demand  was/vociferoufly 
repeated.  Twor  members  of  the  national  aflembly, 
which  was  then  fitting,  were  near  the  king;  he 
defired  them  to  go  to  the  prefident,  to  inform  him  of 
his  fituation,  and  fay,  that  he  requeded  the  aid  and 
counfel  of  the  legiflative  body,  and  that  they  would 
immediately  come  and  hold  their  fitting  in  the  hall 
called  the  Hall  of  Hercules.  Mounier  would  have 
complied  with  this  propofition,  but  was  oppofed  by 
Mirabeau,  who  faid,  the  prefident  could  not  compel 
them  to  go  without  deliberation ;  and  in  difc.ufTmg 
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tile  queftion,  obferved,  that  <<  it  was  Unbecottiiil^ 
**  their  dignity,  and  even  unwife  to  accede  to  the 
^^  invitation ;  that  freedom  of  debate  would  be  loft 
^  in  a  royal  palace,  and  that  it  would  be  enough  to 
^^  fend  a  deputation  of  fix-and-thirty  members  to 
*'  advife  with  the  king." — "  Oor  dignity,**  faid 
Mounier,  *^  is  beft  fupported  by  a  confcientious  dif- 
charge  of  our  duty  ;  it  is  our  facred  duty  not  to 
abandon  the  fovereign  in  this  moment  of  diftr^s 
and  danger;  and  we  (hould  be  liable  to  never- 
ceaiing  reproaches  if  we  omitted  to  fulfil  it/*  The 
majority,  however,  adopted  the  opinion  of  Mirabeau. 
when  the  king  and  his  friends  were  informed  of 
thefe  fads,  and  the  danger  of  trufting  himfelf  to  a 
licentious  and  fanguinary  multitude  was  ftrongly 
reprefented  to  him,  he  anfwered,  that  he  would 
hot  permit  any  more  blood  to  be  fhed  in  his  quarrel, 
but  would  go.  This  intelligence  was  communicated 
to  the  mob,  and  received  with  demonftrations  of 
fatis&£Bon.  The  afTembly  immediately  decreed  that 
they  were  infeparable  from  the  perfon  of  the  king, 
and  that  a  deputation  of  one  hundred  fhould  attend 
him  to  Paris.  It  was  not  amongft  the  lead  remark-* 
able  circumftances  of  thefe  eventful  days,  that  whiler 
they  thought  thirty-fix  of  their  members  fufEcient 
to  advife  with  and  proted  their  fovereign  in  the 
moment  of  embarrafiment  and  danger,  not  lefs  than 
\an  hundred  would  partake  the  pleafure  of  witnefling 
his  degradation  and  difgrace. 
His  jour.  The  fatisfa£tion  of  the  mob  foon  yielded  to  brutal 
»*^y^  indications  of  impatience  at  the  delay  neceffarily  made 
by  this  unfortunate  family  in  preparing  for  their 
hiaufpicidus  journey.  They  departed  at  one  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  in  melancholy  proceflion.  At  the 
head  of  it  was  a  wretch  known  by  the  name  of  the 
man  with  the  great  beard^  who  had  difguifed  himfelf 
in  that  manner,  and,  not  contented  with  difplaying 
an  activity  fmgularly  ferocious  in  murdering  the 
gardeP'du'CQrps^  had  fmeared  himfelf  all  over  with 
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blood,  fo  that  his  countenance,  his  beard,  and  his 
ngs,  formed  an  appearance  truly  loathfome.  Oil 
each  fide  of  him  was  a  man  carrying  the  head  of 
one  of  the  murdered  gardes-du-corps  upon  a  pike. 
After  thefe  came  a  promifcuous  rabble:  the  Pari'* 
fiaa  army,  with  la  Fayette  at  their  head,  followed 
next.  Intermingled  with  thefe,  and  riding  on  the 
horfes,  and  on  the  carriages  of  the  cannon,  was  an 
ittimeftfe  multitude  oiF  poiffhrdis^  intoxicated  with 
fpirituous  liquors,  licentioufnefs,  and  blood,  now 
howUng  impure  fongs,  now  infulting  the  royal  cap- 
tires  and  the  miferable  gardes^du^corpSj  and  at 
intervals  ftopping  the  proceflion  to  dance  before  the 
irindows  of  the  king^s  coach,  in  a  ftyle  truly  dacmo- 
niac.  Next  came  the  carriage  of  the  degraded  fo- 
verdgit,  in  which  were  himlelf,  his  illuftrious  con- 
fort,  the  two  royal  children,  the  marquife  de  Tourzel, 
their  govemefs, '  her  fifter,  monfieur  and  madame. 
Thefe  were  fucceeded  by  fome  of  the  king's  fuite  ; 
then  came  the  hundred  deputies  from  the  national 
a&mbly  ;  the  gardes-du-corfs  were  in  the  rear, 
di&rmed  and  bare  headed,  exhaufted  with  hunger 
and  fatigue.  Several  viraggons  loaded  with  flout 
provided  by  Orleans  for  the  purpofe,  concluded  the 
proceffion;  which  gave  occafion  to  the  mob,  amongft 
other  railleries  againft  the  unhappy  family  they  were 
fo  cruelly  infuking,  to  exclaim,  **  We  are  bring- 
"  ing  to  town  the  baker,  the  baker's  wife,  and  the 
"  lime  journeyman."  Others  flioutcd,  "  Orleans  for 
"  ever  f  God  fave  our  father  the  good  duke  of  ^ 
"  Orleans  !**  This  humiliating  journey,  protraft- 
ed  by  frequent  delays  and  the  flow  progrefs  of  the 
carriage,  which  when  in  motion  went  only  a  foot  The  royal 
pace,  to  five  hours  and  a  half,  at  length  termi-  '■™'^r 
aated.  The  royal  family,  exhaufted  by  diflrefs,  Paris!  "^ 
fatigue  and  hunger,  for  they  had  eat  nothing  the 
whole  day,  were  conduftpd  to  the  hotel  de  ville^ 
where  their  patience  was  further  tried  by  a  long 
harangue  from  Moreau  de  Saint  Mery,  and  another 
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no  lefs  prolix,  but  more  abfurd,  from  Bailly,  whd 
called  this  day  of  indefcribable  horrors,  a  beatdiful 
day"". 
Their  The  palace  of  the  Louvre  was  fixed  on  for  the 

refiiiicnce    abode  of  the  royal  family.      It  had  long  been  out  of 
Louf re.     repair,  and  the  removal  from  Verfailles  was  fo  fudden 
and  unexpe6tpd,  that  orders  could  not  poffibly  be 
ifTued  in  time  to  make  it  fit  for  habitation.     The 
walls   had  often  bcjen  ftained  with  blood,  and  the 
friends  of  the  royal  family  gave  way  to  gloomy  pre* 
fages,  which  were  too  fatally  verified.    The  king  had 
no  reafon  to  expefl  that  the  capital  was  defigned  for 
his  prifon;  but  immediately  on  his  arrival  he  re- 
ceived the  intimation,  when  he  was  induced  by  the 
infmuations  of  Bailly  to  gratify  the  attending  mob 
with  a  declaration  that  he  intended,  in  future,  to 
make  it  his  principal  refidence.     Nor  were  the  royal 
family  long  uninformed  of  the  treatment  they  were  to 
cxpeft  from  their  gaolers.  To  gratify  wanton  curiofity, 
and  afford  a  triumph  to  an  infulting  mob,  they  were 
obliged  to  fhew  themfelves  every  day  at  the  windows, 
and  fome  days  more  than  once ".     Thofe  members 
^         of  the  aflembly  who  had  virtue  enough  to  perceive 
the  difgrace  of  co-operating  any  longer  with  a  body 
fo  factious  deferted  their  pofts ;  and  thofe  who  re- 
mained, inftead  of  healing  the  wounded  mind  of  the 
fovereign  by  any  a6l  of  humanity  or  kindnefs,  began 
to  difplay  their  refolution  to  tyrannize  and  reign  in 
blood.    By  feveral  decrees  they  extended  their  own 
power,  and  enafted  the  refponfibility  of  miniflers ; 
and  after  a  quibbling  debate,  they  deprived  the  king 
of  the  title  of  his  anceflors,  which  they  changed  to 
King  of  the  French  **• 

Not. 

n  For  fuither  detaiU  refpe^ltng  thefe  two  ffoys,  fee  OiLLBAirs. 
Thcfe  particulars  are  taken  from  Conjuration  de  d*Orleans»  vol.  ii. 
liviTs  ix.  &  X.  Pat»c«,  vol,  i.  livrcs  xiv.  &  xv.  Moorc*t  View,  c.  xiv. 
&  XV.     Impartial  Hiftory,  c.  iii.  &c.  &c. 

n  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  54.  6j. 

o  Hiftories  and  Debates.  Such  a  change  may  feem  totally  unim- 
porunty   but  it  is  not  fo  in  fadt.    Tbo^  who  aflamed  a  right  of 
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Kottimhftaildixig  thele  inaufpidcruflf  drtftiftiftancar.  Behaviour 
tfte  genuine  goodncfs  of  the  royal  famfly  foon  be- ^^^g*  ^^ 
came  confpicuous.  The  di^lay  of.  theit  eharaftet^  queen, 
was  facilitated  by  the  abfence  of  the  duke  bf  Or- 
leans, who,  foon  after  the  6th  of  Od:ober,  de{»tte(l 
for  England.  The  queen  was  at  firft  ftigmati2|ed  by 
every  Ipecies  of  defamation  and  abufe';  but  an 
effort  of  charity  which  (he  fuggeiled,  and  an  a£t 
of  condefcenfion  contributed  to  foften  the  hearts 
of  the  people.  She  redeemed  for  the  poorer  clafs  all 
thdr  property  pawned  at  the  Ment  de  PieiS^  for  fums 
not  exceeding  two  louis^ors  \  and  (he  diftinguifhed 
herfeif  by  her  benevolence  to  the  widow  of  Fran96i8 
a  baker,  who  had  been  murdered .  fooh  after  the 
aHembly  commenced  their  fittings  in  Paris,  by  fend- 
ing her  two  thoufand  crowns  (250/.)  in  mdney,  and 
engaging  that  the  king  and  herfeif  would  (land  god- 
fa^  and  godmother  to  the  child  with  which  the 
unfortunate  widow  was  pregnant'.  The  king's 
humanity  was  already  well  known,  aiiid  he  haid 
done  a.  very  popular  a£t  before  he  was  forced  from 
Verfailies^  by  fending  his  rich  fervices  of  plate  to  the 
nunt'.     He  now  came  spread  almbft  every  day 


changing  ihe  royal  title  had  taken  the  firft  ftep  towards  abrogating  the 
kingly  oSce.  Tte  pablic  mind  is  more  attached  to  long  niet!  fodndi 
tb<u)  fliiere  abftriA  reafoiiers  will  be  ready  to  admit.  The  npne  of 
Cafe  it  no  more  dirgraceful  than  that  of  B»9rh»M,  bi|t  they  who  iirtt  ap* 
piwd  that  difofed  patronymic  to  the  king;  and  the  niSck.^ame  of 
^Jktridiaum  to  the  aueen,  left  an  eaiy  tafiL  tctbofe  wtho  afterwards 
ftigmatifed  them  by  toe  appellatives  ot  A^f.  and  Madsmyfi^j  Ckfidint 
and  MefaFiaa,  and  many  others  equally  odious,  which  ferved  mftead  of 
argaments  to  inflame  the  rage  of  the  mob»  and  precipitated-tfae  tragical 
cod  of  the  fovereigns« 

'  It  was  currently  reported,  and  believed  by  the  people^  that  iiie  faid 
Hk  Ihould  not  mind  being  fliut'tipMn  Paris,  provided  the  walls  of^  her 
priibn  were  made  of  the  bones  f>f  Fcencfainen.  Lettre  d*uo  Fmn^aii^ 
p*  31.  s.    From  foch  abfurd  inGnuatiohs  arofe  the  long  beginnuig^ 
**  Madame  Veto  avait  promts, 
•«  De  faire  ^gorger  tout  Paris.**    • 
See  Riftorkal  Eflav  on  the  Conquefts,  &c.  p.  a35. 

1  Conjaration  de  d'Orieansy  vol.  ii.  p.  194.,  &c« 

'  Impartial  Hifiory«  vol.  K  p.  16a,  acc. 

•  Idem^p.  aio. 

vou  t.  s  with 
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their  ene- 
mies 


tht  queen,  who  went  about  viewing  the  pid>lic 
buildmgs^  hofpitalfi,  and  manufaftures,  fpeaking  and 
behaving  affably  to  the  lowed  of  the  people,  and 
fttKlying  by  every  means  to  regain  her  loft  popu- 
larity. Thefe  eEEotts  were  attaided  with  eonfidi^- 
ble  foocefi^  and  the  cry  of  Viw  laReine  was  frequently 
heard  in  the  flreets\ 

Her  popularity  was  greatly  increafed  by  her  heroic 
forbearalKe  when  the  judges  of  the  Chatelet  attended 
to  interrogate  her  refpe£ti^  the  tranladions  of  the  5th 
and  6th  of  0£tobt^.  At  firft  (he  declmed  anfwering, 
taUedging  that  (he  would  never  be  an  informer  againft 
the  king's  fttbje&s.  Being  again  preflfed,  (he  pre-* 
vtated  all  further  interrogatory  by  this  fublime  r&- 
|>ly,  7*4/  /<W/  "vue^  tout  ^ntetidtte^  ttfm  tout  jOuUiee  \ 
Efforts  of  The  Orleans  party,  though  deprived,  of  their 
leader,  had  loft  no  part  of  their  inveteracy.  Inca^ 
•pable  of  difcoverjng  any  new  h&  on  which  to  foand 
a  calumnious  report,  they  recuned  to  their  fermer 
topdcs  of  flander •  The  £ible  of  the  projefted  journey 
to  Mttz  was  revived,  and  letcets  fuppoiied  to  be 
^nrittea  by  the  qileett,  were  brought  fbhra^d  with 
the  moft  malignant  vietiirs '.  The  freedom  of  iSbc 
prefs  extended  to  the  moft  wanton  licentioufnefs ; 
not  only  the  ancient  government  and  the  conduft  of 
the  prefent  minifters  were  painted  in  the  blackeft 
colours,  but  the  characters  of  the  king  and  queen 
were  Mo  libelled  with  a  rancour  unequalled  in  any 
age  or  country  ^. 
The  king  To  obviate  thefe  chinours,  aiid  j^ve  the  nation  the 
Sr  ^  hw^^  ^^^^  eSb£kuaI  tdlimonv  of  his  fmcerity,  the  king 
*^"*  ^*  was  advifed  to  a  meauire  which  every  difceming 
txoA:  xnuft  cenfure,  and  which  was  either  the  o£ 
ipring  of  a  fliallow  judgment  or  the  device  of  refined 

t  ChriftiVi  Letters  on  the  Revqluiion,  p^ttiy, 
«  Hiftories*  Conjuiatioii  de  d* Orleans,  Tol.  iii.  p.  jt*  Antibt«% 
iccm  vol.  i.  p,  4S7. 
*  Conjuration  de  d*OrIeaAf,  vol.  ii.  p.t9S» 
f  Moorc*s  View>  toU  ii.  p«  laj* 
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\MBcheij.    Damourie2  cldinis  thehoAior  of  ft";  to 
Ibme  fuch  advifer  it  undoubtedly  belongs ;  Bouill6 
teprobates  it*,  and  every  one  Who  1-egards  loyalty, 
or  appredates  confiftency^  will  joih  ill  his  opinion. 
Unezpededly,  and  while  the  aflembly  was  engaged  ^^  ^^^' 
in  the  bufinefs  of  the  day,  the  king  lent  a  meflfage,  '^^* 
iiHportmg  that  he  fliould  come  to  the  hall  about 
noon.    'At  that  hour  a  deputation  of  thirty  members 
was  feot  to  meet  him,  and  he  entered  attended  by 
fais  minSlers,  who^  when  he  was  feated,  ranged 
themfdvies  behkid  the  arm-chair.    Then  rifing,  un- 
cO^^ereA,  and  bending  forward  wfth  t)enign]ty  and 
gradefulnefs^  Louis  proiiounced  an  InterefHng  dif- 
troorfe  on  the  ftate  of  the  country,  in  which,  after 
lamenting  the  ill  fuccefs  which  attofided  the  labours 
of  the  legiilature  in  lecuring  unanimity  and  pro- 
moting happinefs,  he,  to  give  an  example  of  cordiality 
iand  fincerity,  {hedged  himfelf  and  the  queen,  in  the 
OBofi  Solemn  manner,  to  maintain  the  cohftitution, 
dnd  16  make  it  the  bafis  of  their  fon^s  education. 
king's  voice  was  flexible  and  fonorous,  his 
of  pronouncing  this  fpeech,  and  the  fenti- 
ments  it  comained  *",  made  a  great  impreflion  on  tht 
meflsbers  and  the  people  in  the  galleries,  who,  as 
Ipeil  as  himfeif,  were  ftanding  and  uncovered.    They. 
infifaTupted  him  with  frequent  plaudits,  and  when 
he   was  withdrawn  psStA  a  vote  <^  thanks,  atid 
immediately  formed  the  famous  conftitutionad  ostdi  ^ 
Tbc  good  €fieds  of  this  meafure  were  confined  and 
tranfitory,  its  ill  confequences  extenfive  and  perma- 
nent.     It  excited  a  temporary  enthufiafm  in  thofe 
few  who  were  not  before  decidedly  attached  to  d&y 
party,  but  it  reodered  the  royamts  hopdefs  ana 

s  Life  of  Ddmouriesy  vol.  ii.  p.  So. 

•  BouiU^H  Memolrtt  |i.  %%%• 

^  One  of  thef«  refitirinentt,  though  well  known,  cantiot  be  too  oftta 
Rcollcftcd  ^en  the  chtnAcr  of  the  monarch  ts  in  (jueftion.  fipe^lr* 
isf  of  the  people,  he  (aid,  **  CeUm  ftuflt  pii  m\JIJi  ekir,  m  Mm  ^  a^i^BM 
*  pit  jepdi  «nn(  ^ivm^  on  veutm  confUr  A  ft»«  pdnet  f '  * 

<  See  tlie  Hittortet,  and  Conjuration  de  dTOrieaos,  vol.  iii.  p«  35. 
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hcart-ftruck,  while  the  Jacobins  triumphed  at  feeing 
the  king  furrendcr  himfelf  irredeemably  into  their 
hands.     The   momentary   effufion  of  loyalty  and 
gratitude  foon  fubfided^  and  the  detra^ors  of  the 
royal  family,  both  in  and  out  of  the  affembly,  re- 
fumed  their  wonted  audacity. 
Pui^Hca-        Yet   the  affembly   had  then  no  hopes  that  the    ' 
red"book/ P^^P^^    would    always    be    fatisfied  with    general 
clamours  or  unproved  ajlertions.     Every  document 
or  fad  they  had  yet  brought  to  light  had  tended, 
contrary  to  their  expedations,  to  evince  the  inno- 
cence and  virtues  of  the  king  and  queen.    The 
plenty  which  reigned  in  Paris  from  the  period  of  the 
departure  of  Orleans  proved  that  the  fcarcity  was 
not  to  be  attributed  to  them.     The  deftruftion  of 
the  Baftille  demonftrated,  by  the  paucity  of  pri- 
foners  found  there,  the  purity  of  the  king's  admi- 
niftration.     The  moft  fevere  fcrutiny  of  the  public 
expenditure  could  not  fupply  an  infbuice  of  milcon- 
dud.     In  this  dilemma,  the  committee  of  inquiry 
fuggefted  the  propriety  of  infpefting  the  red  book. 
This  requeft  was  reluctantly  agreed  to  by  Necker, 
relying  on  the  pofitive  afTurance  of  Camus  that  its 
contents  fhould  not  be  difclofed ;  the  perfidious  de- 
puty, however,  as  foon  as  the  regifter  was  delivered 
to  him,  caufed  it  to  be  printed  and  publiihed  \     But 
though,  in  detailing  the  particulars  of  the  expenditure 
thus  diflionellly  expofed,  the  enemies  of  the  court 
defcended  to  eyery  artifice,  every  mifreprefentadon, 
every  meannefs  ;  .though  they  defcanted  with  all  the 
volubility  and  pompofity  of  French  rhetoric,  on 
penfions  of  four  and  five  hundred .  livres  (17/.. or 
ail.  1  ys.  6^/.)^^ though  every .refource  was  exhaufted, 
stnd  even  the  water-mark  of  the  paper  of  which  the 
book  was  made  was  adduced  as  a  topic  of  inveflive  ; 
yet  nothing  was  difcovered  which  could  found  a 
charge    approaching  to   guilt,  or    which   the  ut- 
moll  malignity  of  oppofition  could   torture  into 

<»  Set  NSCKER. 
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a  form  .of  vcn&tion.  To^'diriit  the'  very  extreme 
of  criminality  <tlediiced  from  this  publication,  we 
ihoukl  idbnowiddgQ  that'  a  "young  couple  fucceeding 
to  the  throne  of  a  powerful,  nation,  had,  in  a  few 
inftances,  diftributed  money  lavifhly  and  impru* 
dently ;  but  no  trace  could  be  found  of  their  hav*. 
mg  difburfed  a  fmgle^livre  corruptly  or  vidoufly*." 
This  profofioti^  however,  muft  neceflarily  have  been  . 
very  fmall  ill  its  e^ctent,  when  it  is  confidered  that 
this  book  contSained  anaccount  of  all  the  fecret-fervice- 
money,  penfions,  and  military  rewards,  from  May 
1774  t&  A^guft  1789,  ind  that  it  amounted' only  ta- 
two  hundred  and  |wenty*etght  millions  (  9,625,000/.). 
This  was  .the  whole  fum  expended  in. fifteen  years ; 
during  < which  to'  expenfive  war  had  teen  main- 
tained,  many  foreign  icourts  bought  to .  the  French 
iatereft,  aivi  the  American  indephidente  favoured 
by  unlimited  deflations. '    ''  -  ;  •  '. 

Thefe  clamoursL  howeycr,  would  have  fubftded.  Proceed- 
and  the  national  tranquillity  have  been  rcftored,  afl-e'^biy. 
had  not  the.  evil  gcniuff  of  Bailly  and  la  Fayette  i4thtoaid 
fuggefted  a  meafure  which  occafioned  the  recal     May. 
of  the.worthlefs  duke  of  Orleans.     The  afTembly  Onwar 
had  infulted  the  king^s  adherents,    and   deprived  *"**  P*'*^^ 
him  of  part  of  his  prerogative  in  the  difcufiion 
and  determination  of  the  queftion  relating  to  the     june. 
right  of  declaring  war  and  peace  ^ ;   but,  on  the  q^  ^j^^  ^ 
other  hand,    they  permitted  him  to  fix  the  civil  viiiift. 
lill  himfelf ;  which  he  did  at  twenty«five  millions 
('j093575o^-)>  with  a  dowry  for  the  queen,  in  cafe 
of  her  furviving  him,  of  four  millions  (175,000/.) 
a-year  '.     During  thefe  tranfaftions  Bailly  attended 
the  aflfembly  with  his  foppifh  plan  of  a  confederation, 

*  See  Le  Livre  Rouge,  with  Annotations  printed  in  red  ink  at 
Paiis;  and  a  Trar.nirion  of  ihe  Tame  piihlifhrd  by  Keardey,  London. 
Aifo  Aneoloics  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVL  vol.  v.  p.  417.  to  the  rnd. 

^Debates.  Impartial  Uittory,  vol.  i.  p.  33S.  Moore*t  Viewr^ 
vol  ii.  p.  14.5. 

K  Debates.    Hiftorles.    Arthur  Young*s  Trareli*  p.  166. 
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which  beifig  decneed,  ferved  as  »  pteteiGt  id  itmsn^ 
i^th  jant.  duce  fevefal'  modohs  which  ended  in  the  aboIiti<xi 

^SS"  <?f  ^^^«  **•  ^^  ^^  ®^  Orleans,  who  hoped  lo  dc-r 
livfi  fome  advantage  from  liie  ferment  of  the  public 
mimU  availed  himfelf  of  an  indifbretioa  committed 
by  la  Fayette,  and  returned  to  France^  a  ^w  days 
be£9re  t3ie  ceremony  ^ 
f 4th  July.  The  contrivjers  of  the  confederation  feem  to  have 
Pifpoat^n  ^pofed.  themielv^  to  &me  danger  in  bringm^^  to 
a^r^.  Paris  e^ty  thoufand  fSdirS^  feleded  from  a-  re** 
fpedable  ola&  of  citizens  in  the  provinces*  They 
were  not^  like  the  mere  mdby  in^med  by  dqclam* 
ations  without  proof,  but  came  to  Paris  with  hearts 
i^tainted^  and  seplete  with  genuine  loyalty.  Mont* 
joye  fiiyt,  they  were  k>  weHidifpofed,  that  a  fisi^lo 
word,  a  mere  fign  would  have  been  fiiiiideni  to  nSly 
theok  around  the  throne^  and  engs^e  them  to.ieij^r^ 
to  Louis  XVI.  all  his  authoritv>.  The  republicans^ 
Pag^,  exptjeffes  the  fame  opinum  in  a  language  pen 
cuUar  to  the  advocates  of  the  revolution.  He  fays,^ 
^^  Si  Louis  XFL  eut  bu  du  caractbre,  il  pouvcii 
*^  /e  mettre  i.  la  iSte  de  ces  Matre'^rngt^mille  fidires  ':*^ 
which  I  fhould  tranflate  thus :.  ^*  If  Louis  had  been  a 
^<>  man  of  no  principle,  if  ia  the  moment  of  making  aa 
f^  oath  he  had,  like  his  fubjeds,  confidered  it  a  mer^ 
'^  matter  of  convenience,  and  meditated  a  breach  of  it 
*^  on  the  firijk  opportunity,  he  might  have  placed  him* 
^^  felf  at  the  head  of  fourfcore  thoufand  men,  and  im* 
^^  brued  his  hands  in  blood  in  a  doubtful  conteft.'^  {a 
fa£t,  whatever  the  two  authors  above  cite4  may  have 
been  led,  from  the  impuUes  of  hope  and  apprehen-i 
fion,  to  furmife  refpeding  the  iiiue  of  fuch  a  con* 
teft,  the  marquis  de  Boifiue,  while  he  acknowledgea 
the  good  difpofition  of  the  federis^  afcribes  the 
king's  negleft  of  the  opportunity  to  its  true  ipo- 


^  Hiftories.     Debates.  \  See  OtLBAl^* 

\  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  iii,  p«  65. 
1  Hiftoirc  S^retCf  vol,  i.  p.  j6o.  #. 
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dves^  and  eKprdfes  great  dMbte  ol  hk  fucceedbK^ 
had  he  flnd^s  the  attempt  alluded  t^  1^  iht» 
writets*.  ..  .      .    > 

Tbe  relum  of  th«  duke  of  OAeoM  was  tile  figiud^  Caiufiinies 
for  the  mod  atrocious  exertiotis  ct  hi&  h^oA  anif  '*^'^* 
every  other  which  oppofed  the  king.  La  l^ajeti^ 
augmeated  his  brutalky)  axKl^  with  the  office,  a&med' 
the  maxmers  of  a  gaoler  "••  He  coAtraded  the  liimt^ 
of  the  king's  prifon ;  and  inftead  of  permitting  him^ 
as  at  firfty  to  make  excurfions  in  ^e  Bm  de  Bohgne, 
and  even  to  St.  Cloud,  confined  1^  to  the  garden9 
of  the  Tuilleries,  where  he  vfs^  fubjeded  to  all  the 
infol^ice  of  a  petulant  and  ungoyemable  mob  ^  The 
writers  in  the  pay  cf  O^'Ieans  iicrealed  in  audbeityv 
and  daily  wifehoods  iSeted  ftoia  their  cnvencmied 
pens:  among  the  moft  dak-hifg  and  prominent  of 
ffaefe,  wias  the  report  of  an  Auftrian  committee 
holdiag  fecret  afiemblies  in^  the  palace^  and  con^ 
(piring  the  moft  tremendous  pr^eds  againft  Ae 
nation  ^  The  aflembly  pailieid  decrees  tequiyii^tfi^  Decnet 
priefts  to^  take  certain  oaths  whicb  theii*  c6nfi^nce  ^^^^ 
forbade,  and  which  the  pope,  to  whom  they  ami  ^*  ** 
didly  ^referred  the  matter,  as  head  of  their  churcft^^ 
abfolutely  difavowed.  The^  priefts  certainly  were  in^ 
fluenced  by  no  motive  but  a  pare  confideratioa  of 
their  duty  in  refiifing  thefe  oaths,  fince  they  had, 
njthout  an  feflbrt,  fubmitted  to  a  privatJ6n  of  all 
their  property,  and  by  this  refufel  precluded  then^ 
felves  from  the  means  oJF  obtaining  a  lubfiftence,^ 
^nd  fubjedk^  themfelves  to  a  horrible  perfecution  \ 

«  MeoMvn^  P-  t^^*  Thefe  are  the  author**  words:  **  The  di^ 
"  potacions  which  came  from  the  provinces  to  aifift  at  this  cersnociy^ 
"  fliewed  the  king  evtry  mark  of.  iYri>e£):  and  attachment^  and  ihanjp 
"  people  have  thought  that  he  might  nave  availed  himfelf  of  theie  fa^ 
**  vonrabltf  fentimeots  to  ttk€i  a  revolution  in  hit  favour  at  Parii« 
*'  This,  however,  wa^  not  hjs  character},  nor  in  his  heart  did  hf 
**  entertain  fuch  an  idea.  1  eveii  d<n;ibt  whether,  had  be  attempted  itj^ 
**  he  would  have  fucceeded.**  j 

"  fiouilU*sI4sni^Qirs,  p.  150^ 

*  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  iiL  p.  ii)^  t 

9  Kabaud*a  liiftory,  p.  i8o.  *i  liiftories^ 
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Sift  Feb.  X{]^jkuig's  aunts,  wQpmenof  exempliary  pic^,  and 
^79  >•     a^Vfl^^^^  ^A  Uf<^9  could  no  logger  endure  tq  live  in  a 
of^thc  "      country  where  afts  which  they  confidered  .as  facri- 
H^"S*'      '  Iggipt^'  weire  daily  ifo:i£tioned  i  add  they  retired  to 
*""??5v*/»:  g^QHi?^, though,  not  without  confiderable.oppofition 
%<mf  d|e  rpopulace,  and  a  long  debate  in  that  aflem- 
^ly  wMc^h  had.efb^bU&ed'  as  a  f^ndaineatal  right  the 
|ree(}pip:  of  human  a£l}on '. . 
Report  of     .  ^^'he  departure  of.thefe  two  princefles  gave  new 
"mc''d"d'*  f^^^^  ^  *  report  i^duftrioufly  circulated  by  the  fac- 
iiight.        tiou^^i.  that  jLhe  king  and  all  ^is  family  had  projected 
to  leiaYQ.the  kingdom,.. and  return  at  the  head  of  a 
foffign  army,  to  re-eitab]i(h  the  royal  authority  in 
its. ran|;ient  form.     This  rq^ort  had  exifted  long 
l^^re  th^e  could  .be  aijy  foundation  ibr  it;,  it  Ori- 
lifted,  perhaps,  in  thewifhof  the  contending:  par*, 
t^^.thf^  Orleanifts  and:Co^ftitutianaliAs,  to  induce 
dl\^Jdi^,to  fly,  that  they  might  be  unred^ained  in 
^Bir  ^cpntefl:  for  power  \    At  this  period,  ftowever, 
. ,  xi  ij.iyafrrnot  altogether  incpnfiftent  with  truth;  .though 
:  ^J,  4^  pretended  fads  from  which  they  .drew  their 
''^'i  ijQ^jrence^  were  unfounded,  and  theicope  and  aim 
of'  the  »proje£led  journey  totally  perverted.     There 
IS  no  evidence,  nor  any  ftrong  reafon  to  believe  that 
any  of  them,  except,  perhaps",  la  Fayette,  had  pene- 
trated th^  king's  plan ;  but  they  conduced  them- 
felves.  as  if  they  poifefled  proofs  amounting  to  moral 
certainty.     The  king  had,  in  the  autumn  of  the  pre« 
ceding  year,  adopted  a  refolution  to  leave  Paris,  and 
throw  iumfelf  on  the  loyalty  of  the  provinces.    His 
projeft  is  clearly  explained  by  Bouille,   the  only 
perfon  who  could  fpeak  incontrovertibly  on  the  oc- 
cafiftii.     He  fays,  **  I  was  waited  upon  by  a  perfou 
^^  of  eminence  from  the  king,  who  gave  me  an  ac- 
<*•  count  of  the  unhappy  fituation  of  that  jwince  and 
**  his  fairiily,  with  which  I  was  already  too  well  ac- 

'  Iliflories.     Moore*s  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  204.     Debates. 
*  Coojik^tiOD  dc  d^Orieans^  vol.  iti.  p.  toS* 

„  ■  **  qiiaintedj 
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<(  quainted ;  and  lie  informed  me  that  it  was  ren« 
^'  dered  daily  mone  infupportable  by  the  rigoctr  and 
**  inflexibility  of  la  Fayette,  who  was  become  their 
^  gaoler :  he.afiured  me  thak  the  king  had  an  intire 
**  confidence  in  me,  of  whidhhis  majefty  was  going 
'*  to  give  me.  a  ftrikirig  proof  by  communicating  to 
"  me  at  defign  he  had  formed  of  quitting  Paris, 
"  where  he  was  in  a-ftate  of  confinement,  and  re- 
"  tiring  to  one  of  the  frontier  towns  under  my 
^^  command,  leaving  me  to  fix  the  place  :  there  he 
"  meant  to  colled  round  him  the  troops,  and  fuch 
"  of  his  fubjefts  as  ftill  retained  their  fidelity,  to 
"  attempt  to  bring  back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  the 
^^  reft  of  the  people  mifled  by  fadious  men ;  and  in 
^^  cafe  other  m^ans  Aould  fail,  to  call  in  the  affilb 
"  ance  of  his  allies  for  the  rcftoration  of  order  and 
"  tranquillity  in  his.  kingddm^'^  fiouille  dated  a 
plan  of  his  own ;  which  was  to  prevail  on  the  x^m- 
peror  to  make  an  amicable  invafion  of  France  in 
order  to  furnifh  a  pretence  for  levying  an  army,  of 
which  the  king  might  eafily  have  placed  hinrfelf  at 
die  bead  ;  and  being  once  in  that  refpedable  pofition, 
he  might,  witb  the  aid  of  Mirabdau,  who  had  oiFered 
his  fervices  on  certain  conditiqhs,  have  obtained  from 
the  afiembly  fuch  a  (hare  of  power  as  would  have 
rendered  him  independent  and  refpedable.  To  this 
the  king's  agent  anfwered,  that  *'  the  emperor  and 
"  all  the  other  allies  of  the  king  had  infifted  on  his 
"  majefty's  leaving  Paris,  and  being  at  perfetl  liberty, 
"  before  they  took  any  fteps  in  his  favour  ^*' 

Such  were  the  plans  which  had  been  fuggefted  to  Violence 
the  king,  and  induced  that  flight  which  was  after-  •^«*'i««wbi 
wards  fo  ruinous  to  his  interells,  and  fatal  to  his 
life.  It  is  not  poffible  to  afcertain  whether  the 
projeft  was  the  fafeft  and  moft  prudent  that  could 
have  been  adopted ;  nor  would  it  be  eafy  to  determine 
the  queftion  unlcfs  others  had  been  prefented  and 

•         '  Buuillt't  Memoirs^  p.  146  to  t^a. 
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abandoned^  and  reafons  given  for  their,  dere&dfen. 

It  cannot,  however,  be  doubted  that,  as  a  man,  the 

king  had  a  right  to  fave  himfelf  and  £imily  from 

imprifonment,  infult,  defiance,   and  danger;    wd 

that,  as  a  king,  invefted  with  certain  rights,  he  ha<f 

the  privilege  of  appealing  to  his  people,  and  even  t6 

his  allies  for  prote£tion,  againft  ufurpers  who  were 

reducing  his  power  that  they  might  extend  their 

own.      The  confpirators,   though  not  apprifed  of 

his  real  intentions,  availed  themfelves  of  the  de-. 

parture  of  his  aunts  to  excite  a  popular  commotion. 

They  raifed  a  falfe  report  that  non-juring  priefts, 

and  gentlemen  armed  with  poniards  of  a  peculiar 

fttthPeb.  conAruflbn,  had  been  found  in  the  caftle  of  the 

1791  •     Tuilleries  by  the  national  guard.     When  the  public 

mind  was  fufEciently  inflamed  by  this  and  other  ca-> 

lumnies,  two  feparate  riots  were  excited  in  the  fame 

day ;  one  headed  by  Santerre  repaired  to  the  caftle 

of  Vincennes,  which  they  were  in  the  a^  of  de-r 

Royaiift*    molifliing,  when  prevented  by  la  Fayette.    Another 

fnal.trcat-  mob  Committed  the  moft  defperate  outrages  at  the 

^'  Tuilleries,  under  pretence  of  repelling  thefe  armed 

confpirators,  when  la  Fayette  returning,  at  the  head 

of  the  national  gusp^d,  from  an  eafy  conqueft  over 

the  fans^culottes  of  the  fauxbaurg  Saint  Antoine^  r&r 

paired  to  the  palace,  where  he  joined  in  the  excefiea 

of  the  mob,  and  treated  every  gentleman  who  was 

found  there  with  the  moft  brutal  indignity  "•     The 

^fied  of  this  .proceeding  was,  that  the  fufpidon  of 

an  alarming  confpiracy  to  murder  all  Paris  was  gene-t 

rally  believed,  and  chevalier  du  ff^^nard  became  a 

term  fynonimous  to  royalift. 

]>ccrf«  n.      While  the  public  was  thus  agitated,  the  regency 

fpt^ing^    ^as  fettled  in  a  manner  highly  favourable  to  the 

reWMw.*  views  of  Orleans ;  and  it  was  decreed,  that  "  Tbe^ 

king  Jhould  always  be  reftdent^  during  the  fejftony 

'Within  twenty  leagues  of  the  legiflative  body  \  an4 

a  HiAoiies.    Conjoiation  ded^rleauty  vol.  iti,  p.  11^. 

«'  that. 
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**  that,  if  Be  or  tie  heir  apparent  went  out  of  thi? 
^  KiKGDOM  without  a  d^ree  of  the  kj^ilature,  they 
<^  ibottld  be  eonfidered  as  having  abdicated  their 

^^  RIGHT  TO  THB  CftOWN  '/* 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  king  had  in-  He  per. 
Ibnned  M*  de  Bonilld  of  bis  intentions  to  leave  Paris  ^^7^  '• 
in  the  month  of  March  or  April,  to  go  to  Mont-  ti'onwTa^ 
iiedi,  and  a&ed  his  advice  v^iicK  road  he  fhould  ^*P^* 
follow.  Booiii^  pointed  out  two,  one  by  Rheims, 
the  other  by  Var^ines;  the  king^  dtfliked  going 
trough  Rhdms,  becaufe,  having*  been  crowned 
there,  he  was  apprehenfive  of  bemg  known,  and 
preferred  Varennes.  The  obfervation  of  Bouille  on 
the  fubjeft  of  the  king's  departure  is  candid,  andf 
worthy  of  attenti<m.  "  What  his  majefty's  projefts 
^  were  on  his  arrival  at  Montmedi,  or  what  conduft 
^  he  intended  to  adopt  towards  the  aflembly,  I 
^  never  could  learn;  though  whoever  is  acquainted 
^  with  the  religious  charafter  of  the  king,  can  en- 
^  t^taiii  no  dpu^t,  Aat  when  his  majeftv  folemnly 
**  engaged  to  fupport  the  conftitution,  it  was  his 
^  intention  fcrupulov^y  to  obferve  his  oath/'  Be- 
tween the  formation  of  thei  projed,  however,  and 
fts  execution,  many  incidw*^  occurred  which  ren- 
dered it  more  cUflicuk  than  had  been  at  firfl  ex- 
pefted.  The  mifiiftry  was  changed;  Bouille  was 
deprived  of  m^pfiy  of  his  be(^  regiments;  and  his 
trcx^s  were  permitted  to  vifit  the  Jacobin  clubs, 
where  they  ioon  b^ame  infefted  vfith  the  fpirit  of 
mutiny  a^d  infuhordination  which  diftinguilhed  the 
reft  of  the  army.  The  des^th  of  Mirabeau  vas  an- 
other powerful  impediment,  as  his  talents  alone  were 
able  to  regulate  and  combine  the  various  vi^wsi  of 
the  conftituent  affembly  ^, 

While  the  kin? ^s  departure  was  thus  delayed  by  tsth  Apri^ 
\intoward  circumftances,  the  glofe  confinement  he  i^'^^'* 

vented  go- 
'  Hiftorie«.     Debates.    It  it  of  great  importjocfi  to  recolIe£^  thji  ing  to  dc. 
decree.  Cloud. 

1  Bouille  s  Memoirs^  chap.  x.  paflim.- 

endured 
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endured  was  To  rq>ugnant  to  his  coBftitution,  that 
he  was  attacked  with  a  bilious  fever.  The  people, 
on  this  occaiTon,  exhibited  as  much  appeai^ce  of 
loyalty  as  if  the  fentiment  from  which  it  ought  to 
have  proceeded  had  remained  unfuUied.  Though 
.  the  illjiefs  was  not  dangerous^  his  recovery  was  cele- 
.  brated  with  illumination&  and  Te  Deumsy  as  if  he 
had  been^  at  the  point  of  death  \  La.  Fayette,  fooa 
afterwards,  feeling  compunQion  at  the  king's  fuffer- 
ings,  oif  fh^Line  at  being  the  occafiou  of  tlvenix,  per- 
fuaded  him  and  his  family  tQ:pafd  fome  days  at 
St. Clouds  This  intention  was  well  kno^^A  aad 
publicly  announced*  nor  \^^s  any  oppofition  ex- 
peSed  till  the  very  day  jfixed  for  •  the  excurfioij. 
On  the  morning  of  that  day,  a  pap^r  was  polled  on 
the  walls  of  the  Palais  Royal,  in,  which  all  the  cuf- 
tiomary  inveftrves  againft  the  royal  family  were  Re- 
capitulated, and  a  dired:  accufatioa  advanced  againft 
them,  of  intending  to  fly  the  kingdom  and  join  the 
foreign  enemy.  Inftigated  by  thefe  reports,  and  the 
other  means  generally  ufed  to  influence  thqm,  a  mob 
adembled,  and  when  the  king  and  royal  tamily  were 
feated  in  their  carriages,  began,  with  great  vocifer- 
ation, to  infift  on  their  not  leaving  Paris.  As  there 
^Vere  feveral  detachments  of  national  guards  on  duty, 
the  king,  difregarding  the  infolence  of  the  mob^ 
ordered  the  poftillions  to  drive  on«  The  national 
guard,  however,  inftead  of  enforcing  this  order^ 
clofed  before  the  horfes,  and  declared  they  would 
not  permit  the  king  to  quit  Paris  \  One  of  their 
apologifts  aflerts,  that  they  defended  themfelves  by 
faying,  that  though  they  violated  the  law,  the  fafety. 
of  the  country  was  the  firfl  of  all  lawsS  The 
rabble,  thus  encouraged,  gave  way  to  every  fpecies^ 
of  licentioufnefs  and  brutality.  They  reviled  thd 
•  king  and  queen  in  the  mofl  opprobrious  and  indecent; 

*  HKloiical  Sketch,  p-320.  *  Bouille^t  Memoii-s»  p.  310. 

•»  M(»)ie's  View,  voll  ii.  p*  23T. 
^  Kabaud's  iliitoiy,  p.  14 3* 

language. 
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language,  and  even  with-  aftidns  and  geftures  of  a 
nature  not  to  be  repeated  ^  A  gentleman  of  the 
bedchamber,  and  the  queen's  maitre  d'hotel,  in- 
curred great  rifk  of  their  lives ;  and  one  of  the  na- 
tional guards,  approaching  the  king's  carriage,  re- 
viled him  with  great  infolence  for  hearing  mafs  from 
a  non-juring  prieft.  The  king,  whofe  temper  was 
never  ruffled  but  by  an  attack  on  his  religious  prin- 
dples,  indignantly  exclaimed,  **  Begone,  wretch  ! 
"  who  made  you  a  judge  over  my  confcience '  ?** 
One  of  the  cries  moft  ufed'by  the  mob  was,  "  The 
**  hog  is  fat  enough,  let  us  cut  his  throat  ^**  This 
indecorous  fcene  lailed  three  hours  *,  during  which 
the  aflembly,  completely  enflaved  by  the  rabble,  took 
no  ftep  to  enforce  refpeft  to  the  king,  or  to  enfure 
his  liberty  or  fafety.  Bailly  harangued,  and  la 
Fayette  exerted  himfelf  in  vain ;  the  eloquence  of 
Danton  fruftrated  their  efforts,  and  reduced  them  to 
a  ftate  of  infignificance.  La  Fayette,  feeing  the 
king's  refolution  not  to  yield,  faid,  "  Sire,  I  will 
"  go  and  difplay  the  red  flag  to  difperfe  this  fedi- 
"  tioue  multitude."  The  execution  of  military  law 
would  have  been  uncertain  in  its  effeft  on  the  mob, 
but  extremely  dangerous  to  the  king,  who,  together 
with  his  whole  family,  might  eafily  have  been  mur- 
dered in  the  fcuffle.  The  king,  however,  prevented 
the  danger,  and  avoided  the  unpopularity  of  fuch  a 
meafure,  by  his  anfwer  to  this  infidious,  or,  at  leaft, 
rafli  propofal.  **  Sir,"  faid  he  to  the  general,  *'  I 
**  have  no  advice  to  give  refpefting  what  you  may 
"  think  the  conftitution  authorizes  ;  but  I  wifli  you 
"  to  underftand,  that  1  will  not  permit  a  drop  of 

'  See  Con|0ration  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  iis. 

*  Moore*s  View,  vol.  ii.  paX}}. 

f  Letti-e  d'un  Francois,  p.  S7. 

t  The  time  it  varioufly  ftated.  Dr.  Moore  fays,  three  hours ; 
Montjoye,  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  See  View,  and  Coi.iiwation  de 
d*0rleans,  ubi  fupra.  The  Author  of  Lettre  d'un  Fran9ois  Cays,  au 
hoiij  and  three  quarters^  p.  37. 

«  blood 
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<<  t>iood  to  be  ihed  on  my  account  \'*  At  leogth  tki 
monarch  was  obliged  to  r^tiirn  with  his  family  to  the 
palace  amidft  the  feoffs^  gt-oans^  and  hootings  of  the 
mob  ^  He  repaired^  next  day,  to  the  aflenibiy,  com- 
plained  of  thefe  tranfaftions,  and  expreiTed  his  refolu^ 
tion  to  go  to  St»  Cloud.  Had  the  aifembly  been  rfealiy 
appreheniive  of  the  king's  flight,  they  might  have 
availed  themfelves  of  this  meflfage  to  take  effeAual 
means  for  preventing  it ;  but  general  fufpicion,  and 
not  well-founded  intelligence,  had  led  to  thefe  fur* 
mifes ;  and  they  felt  their  own  impotence  too  much 
'  to  tempt  the  hiry  of  the  rabble.  They  applauded 
the  king's  fpeech,  but  pafled  to  the  order  of  the  day^ 
The  journey  was  relinquiihed  *"• 
Tnfoicftrt,     This  triumph  increafed  the  audacity  of  his  cne* 

^*  blJr  ^^^  ^^  ^^  unbounded  exceft.  The  orators  and 
**"*  *  motion'-makers  who  frequented  the  Palais  Royal, 
gave  vent  to  the  mart  treafonable  and  Virulent  ex- 
prefTions.  They  proceeded  from  unfounded.  afler«* 
tioAs  to  direft  attacks  on  the  perfon  and  office  of 
the  kine.  *^  A  king/'  faid  one  of  thern^  **  is  a  very 
*'  ufelefs  perfonage ;  a  monfter,  who  devours  thirty . 
**  millions  of  livres  a  year."  The  prefe,  too,  iflued 
innumerable  libels  to  irritate  the  people  againft  the 
king,  his  fiatmily,  and  minifters '. 
Further  in-  To  Complete  the  degradation  of  the  monarch,  an 
aigimith.  ajdj-^fs  ^as  prefented  to  him  by  the  department  of 
Paris,  couched  in  a  ftyle  which  he  did  not  think  it 
fafe  to  difregard,  requiring  him  to  difmifs  the  uncon** 
ftitutional  priefts  and  the  miniftry,  and  write  a  letter 
to  all  the  courts  of  £urope,  announcing  his  cotdial 
adoption  of  the  revolution,  and  his  great  hapjMnefs 
in  being  king  over  a  free  people*  With  all  thefe  re- 
q[uefts  he  was  obliged  to  comply.    The  pain  of  dif« 

^  Conjuration  de  d^OrleanSj  vol.iii.p.  iti« 
*  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  135. 
k  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  239.    Debates. 
'  Mooie's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  »4u 
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miffing  .his  minifters  and  friends  was  mitigated  hf 
Seven!  voluntary  refignations*  .The  letter  was  tran£- 
mitted)  though  in  itfelf  it  was  a  fufficient  proof  how 
little  freedom  was  really  left  to  the  king.  All  the  eccle- 
iiaftics  belonging  to  the  chapel  royal  were  di^flfed  ( 
and  on  the  firfl  Sunday  after  the  ^ddrefs  from  the 
department,  he  went  to  the  church  of  Saint  Germain 
rAuxerroiS)  and  heard  mafs  performed  by  the  new 
prieft  on  £afler*day  \  This  laft  facrifice  was  more 
psunful  to  the  religious  Louis  than  any  mifery  he  had 
yet  fuftained.  He  might  have  exclaimed,  like  Charles 
the  Firft,  *^  My  agony  mud  not  be  relieved  with  the 
pre&nce  of  any  one  good  angel,  for  fuch  I  ac- 
count a  learned,  godly,  and  difcreet  divine ;  and 
**  fuch  I  would  have  all  mine  to  be.— They  that  envy 
*^  my  being  a  king,  are  loth  I  Ihould  be  a  chriftian ; 
*^  while  they  feek  to  deprive  me  of  all  things  elfe, 
^^  they  are  afraid  I  (hould  fave  my  foul "/' 

Thefe  infults  and  privations  fixed  the  king's  »<>thjune. 
relblutions  to  leave  the  capital,  though  the  ex*  fliLhu* 
tenfive  power  of  the  Jacobins  and  the  decreafe  of 
BouiU^'s  influence  accumulated  difcouragements^ 
a^d  almolt  precluded  the  profpeft  of  fuccefs*  Hie 
ki^  wrote  to  the  marquis  de  Bouille,  on  the  2 1  (I  of 
May,  appointing  the  19th  of  June,  between  twelve 
o'^ock  at  night  and  one  in  the  morning,  for  his 
dqiarture.  Preparations  were  made  accordingly* 
which  were  much  deranged  by  the  king's  poilpon- 
mg  his  efcape  for  four  and  twenty  hours.  Though 
this  delay  was  announced  to  M.  de  Bouill^  as  early 
as  the  15th,  (till  it  occafioned  fome  difficulties  in 
the  difpofal  of  the  troops  intended  to  proteft  the 
expedition,  and  excited  many  fufpicions\  The 
royal  &mily,  however,  fortunately  as  they  thought, 
reached  their  carriages  and  paffed  through  the  Porte 
Saiat-Mardn  to  Bondi.    The  king  fpoM  to  ieveral 

*  Moore^t  Vitw^  vol.  it.  p.  %%$  to  )oS« 
'  Etkon  Bafiiickc,  c.  %^, 

*  Boailll's  Memoiity  p«  330.  jj^* 
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perfons  without  being  flopped,  though  he  was 
known  by  the  poft-mafter  at  Chalons  ;  and  though 
he  and  the  royal  family  came  feveral  times  out  of 
the  carriage,  they  appeared  to  attraft  no  particular 
notice  ^  The  harnefs  of  the  king's  coach  break* 
ing  near  Montmirel,  occafioned  a  delay  of  two 
hours,  in  which  time  the  officers  flationed  with  de- 
tachments at  Pont  du  Somvelle,  very  inconfiderately 
at  leaft,  if  not  treacherouily,  withdrew  their  troops, 
and  fpeading  the  report  through  the  other  detach* 
ments,  that  the  royal  family  was  not  to  be  cxpefted, 
took  an  indireft  road  to  Varennes ''.  Under  thefe 
unfavorable  circumftances,  the  king-  reached  St. 
Menehoud,  where  he  was  recognized  by  the  poft- 
mafter,  Drouet.  Not  being  fufficiently  ftrong  at 
St.  Menehoud  to  refift  the  detachment  who  accom- 
panied the  king,  Drouet  difpatched  his  fon  to 
Varennes,  and  permitted  the  royal  family  to  depart ; 
but  when  the  dragoons  who  had  been  pofted'  in  the 
town  by  the  orders  of  Bouille,  attempted  to  take 
horfe  and  follow  the  carriages,  Drouet  inftigated 
the  people  to  prevent  them,  and,  what  feems  a  littk 
unaccountable,  his  directions  were  literally  followed  '• 
One  gentleman  only,  a  marechal  de  logis^  gained 
poifefiion  of  his  horfe,  he  difcovered  young  Drouet^ 
and  rode  after  him  int/ending  to  ftop  or  kill  him, 
but  loft  fight  of  him  in  a.  wood,  and  did  not  arrive 
at  Varennes  till  he  had  been  there  fome  hours  •. 
I,ll!!?l!^  The  king  reached  Varennes  at  half  paft  eleven 
o'clock,  where  he  did  not  immediately  find  the 
cxpefted  relay,  but  was  obliged  to  ftop  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  town.     He  difpatched  two  gardes-^u- 


F  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  330.     Bouille'*  Memoirs,  p*  350. 

*  Ibid.  I  have  examined,  in  another  place^  how  far  the  failure  of 
the  king's  plan  is  to  be  imputed  to  treachery.    See  La  Fayfttb. 

'  Thefe  are  Dr.  Moore's  words,  but  he  points  out  no  object  of 
fufpicion  ;  he  mentions  the  matter  merely  a&an  unaccouotable  circum- 
Aance.     View,  vol.  ii.  p.  333. 

«  fiouillc*s  Memoirs,  p.  35 it 
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terfx^  who  were  on  the  box  of  the  carriage,  and  they 
went  from  gate  to  gate  in  fearch  of  the  relay, 
which  was  placed  at  the  further  end  of  the  town« 
The  queen  herfelf  alighted  to  gain  information,  and 
the  poftillions  were,  with  difficulty,  prevailed  on  to 
proceed  to  the  place  where  the  relay  was  ftationed* 
The  carriage  was  firft  flopped  under  an  arch  by 
only  eight  or  nine  ruffians,  whom  the  gardes-du^corpt 
would  have  difperfed  had  not  the  lung  prevented 
them.  He  was  then  condu&ed  to  a  neighbour* 
ing  houfe  where  he  was  recognized,  and  all  the 
municipal  officers  immediately  afTembled  '•  The 
elder  Drouet,  with  one  Guillaume  had  arrived  at 
Varennes  a  little  while  before  the  king.  They 
overfet  a  loaded  waggon  acrofs  the  bridge  to  facih« 
tare  the  detention  of  the  prifoners  "•  The  tocfm  was 
founded  ten  leagues  round,  arid  legions  of  peafantry 
armed  with  every  kind  of  weapon  were  coUe&ed  in 
a  very  Ihort  time*.  The  king  pathetically  expoflu- 
lated  with  the  people-  for  permiffion  to  pafs,  and 
for  fome  time  entertained  hopes  of  fuccefs ;  but  they 
were  fpeedily  terminated  by  the  declaration  of  the 
huflars,  that  they  were  and  ever  would  be  for  the 
nation ;  which  determined  the  municipality  to  wait 
for  orders  from  Paris.  ' 

At  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning  an  aid-de^amp  «*<]• 
arrived  from  la  Fayette,  bringing  an  order  to  the  to**i«tttnu 
mimicipality  to  fend  the  king  back  to  Paris.  He 
refilled  this  order ;  but  was,  at  length  obliged  to 
fubmit.  Some  ineffe£tual  attempts  were  made  by 
Bouille  to  rdeafe  him;  but  the  general  was,  at 
length,  obliged  to  feek  his  fafety  by  flight.  Monfieur^ 
the  king's  brother,  who  took  a  different  route  was 
more  fortunate }  he  completed  his  efcape  without 
impediment  \ 

t  Booi]U*8  Memoirs,  p.  35$. 

■  Moore*»  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  335. 

'  Conjuntton  de  d*0rleans,  vol.  Hi.  p.  st}* 

J  Saine  Authors,     fiiftories. 
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Procedingi      gjurlv  in  the  monung  of  the  2 1  ft,  the  kmjf  8  efi»pc 

fembiy.      ^'t^sis  known  in  Pans.     The  cannon  on  the  Pont^neuf 

\Krere  fired,  the  tocfin  founded,  and  the  national 

fuard  fummcmed  to  aifemble  under  arms.  The 
ing  had  left  a  letter,  dating  the  motives  of  his  de- 
Earture,  and  ordering  his  minifters  to  do  no  aft  in 
is  abfesice.  The  anembly,  however,  decreed  that 
cheir  decrees  fliould  have  the  force  of  law,  and  that 
the  minifter  of  juftice  fhould  affix  the  feal  to  them 
sntbout  further  fandion*  That  the  national  guards 
jhould  remain  under  arms  till  further  orders* 
They  directed  the  minifters  to  attend  at  the  bar  to 
receive  inftru&ions,  difpatched  couriers  to  all  the 
departments,  with  orders  to  the  magiftrates  and  others 
to  ftop  all  travellers,  and  permit  none  to  leave  the 
kingdom ;  and  they  prefcribed  a  new  oath  to  the 
military,  which  was  immediately  taken  in  die  aifem- 
bly  by  la  Fayette,  Rochambeau,  d'Affry,  and  all 
the  officers  of  the  line,  as  well  as  of  the  Swifs  and 
tiational  guards  then  in  Paris.  They  directed  an 
anfwer  to  the  king's  declaration  to  be  prepared  by 
a*  committee,  and  then  proceeded  to  ordinary  bufi- 
nefs. 
efche  The  people,  on  the  firft  alarm,  attempted  to 

P^P'**  teftify  their  indignation  in  the  ufual  mode,  by  vio- 
lence  and  murder ;  thdr  intended  vidim  was  the 
officer  who  commanded  the  guard  at  the  Tuilleries  ; 
btit  he  was  refcued  by  the  national  guard.  All 
figns  of  the  king  and  queen,  all  emblems  of  royalty 
were  torn  down  and  trampled  under  foot.  The 
fedlion  of  Luxembourg  ordered  a  banner,  which 
they  had'  received  as  a  prefent  from  Monfieur,  to 
be  publicly  torn  to  pieces ;  and  a  man  was  oUiged 
to  eraie  the  name  over  his  fliop  becaufe  he  was  call- 
ed Louis.  Nor  were  the  leaders  of  fadion  negli. 
gent  of  this  opportunity  to  inflame  the  public  mind, 
and  deftroy  every  remaining  particle  of  loyalty.  The 
tragedy  of  Brutus  was  performed  at  one  of  the 
theatres }  and  the  people  allowed  to  enter  gratis. 

I  Hand« 
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Hand-bills  abufive  of  the  royal  &mily  were  circu- 
lated, and  a  pamphlet,  intitled  Memoires  du  fi-devant 
Roi^  was  vociferated  through  the  ftreets  '.  Thefe 
impreffions  were  ailiduoufly  kept  aUve,  and  the 
courage  of  the  Pariiians  was  confiderably  raifed  by 
the  meflkges  from  the  armies  ;  by  the  fubmiffivenefs 
of  moft  of  the  generals,  and  by  the  adivity  of  Du- 
mouriez  \ 

At  length  news  arrived  that  the  king  was  (topped  Tbektng*! 
at  Varenncs.     The  affembly  immediately  decreed,  journey, 

that  meafures  (hould  be  taken  for  the  prote£tion  of 
the  king,  his  heir,  and  the  reft  of  the  hxmlj.  La- 
tour  Maubourg,  Petion,  and  Bamave  were  appointed 
commiffioners  to  meet  the  royal  family  and  conduct 
them  in  fafety  and  with  refpeft  to  Paris.  They  fet 
out  accordingly,  and  meeting  the  fad  proceflion  at 
Epcraay,  read  to  the  king  the  decree  of  the  affem- 
bly, and  placed  thcmfelves  in  the  carriage.  They 
had  hitherto  proceeded  at  a  foot  pace  on  account 
rfinfentry  who  attended  ;  but  they  being  difmiffed^ 
Ae  carriages  proceeded  fomewhat  fafter.  That  in 
which  the  royal  family  fat  was  extremely  crowded, 
and  the  heat  of  the  weather  made  the  journey  ex^ 
ceffivcly  fatiguing  *".  Added  to  thefe  inconveniences, 
they  had  to  endure  the  infults  of  a  brutal  rabble. 
One  incident  is  recorded  which  muft  have  fhocked 
them  in  the  higheft  degree.  The  marquis  de  Dam- 
pierre,  hearing  that  the  king  was  paifing  near  his 
fatt,  impelled  by  a  fentiment  of  loyalty,  penetrated 
to  the  carriage,  and  kneeling  down,  kifled  the  king's 
hand,  which  he  bathed  with  his  tears.  While  he 
was  in  this  attitude,  three  mulkets  were  difcharged 
at  him  and  fhot  him  in  the  loins ;  he  fell  crying, 
Vhe  k  Roi !  and  the  wheels  of  the  coach  pafled  over 
his  body  % 


*  Moore*s  View,  c.  xxri.  *  See  DuMOVftili* 

^  MooiT*s  Viewt  ubi  fuprJi. 

c  Coojunttioii  de  d'Orlcans,  vol.  iii.  p.  x%%^  kc»  &e. 

F  2  Conform^ 
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S5»ii.  Conforaiable  to  this  fpecimen  was  the  monarch's 

Reyption  reception-  in  Paris.  His  carriage  flowly  drawn,  wad 
furrounded  by  a  howling  mob,  who  frequently  at- 
tempted to  break  through  the  guards  that  defended 
the  carriage.  On  the  coach  box  were  the  three 
gardes-du'corps  who  had  been  the  attendants  of  the 
journey,  their  hands  tied  behind  them  like  male- 
faftors  *^,  and  in  the  carriage  the  unfortunate  family 
with  the  exulting  commiflioners.  The  few  who  ftill 
retained  a  wifli  to  fliew  fome  refpeft  were  prevented 
by  the  order :  "  Chapeaufur  la  tete^  que  perfonne  ne 
'*  fe  decouvrey  Drouet  crowned  with  laurel,  fol- 
lowed the  coach  in  an  open  cabriolet.  The  royal 
family  were  again  lodged  in  the  Tuilleries,  under 
the  guard  of  la  Fayette,  who  redoubled  his  infolence 
and  feverity  % 
Cottduft  of  The  royal  authority  was  fufpended  ;  and  though 
the  aflcm-  ^^  \o\xd^  rcproaches  were  permitted  in  the  king's 
hearing,  he  was  in  every  ftreet  in  Paris  called  Louis 
le  fauxy  le  parjure^  le  cochon  ^ ;  addrefles  were  pre- 
fented  requiring  his  depofition,  and  even  his  execu« 
tion.  The  doftrine  of  republicanifm  was  openly 
efpoufed,  and  a  paper  called  Le  Republicain  eftablifk- 
cd,  though  if  met  with  little  fuccefs.  The  alTembly^ 
,  for  fome  time,  maintained  an  equivocal  conduft  ; 
they  refiifed  to  take  notice  of  the  hand-bills  which 
invited  the  people  to  demand  the  trial  of  the  king  ; 
and  feemed  difpofed  to  proceed  to  the  greateft  ex* 
trcmity.  The  rdyalifts  were  difpirited  and  deprefled, 
and  the  Orleaniils  conceived  the  mofl  fanguine  hopes. 

<  It  was  with  great  difficulty  thefe  unfortunate  mrn  were  refcued 
froiti  the  mob,  who  attempted  to  tear  thdin  to  pieces.  They  were 
confined  in  the  Abbaye. 

c  Moore*a  View,  c.  xxvi.  Befides  the  authoririet  particularly 
cited,  I  have  conlultcd  the  hiftories  where  this  tianfaflion  is  related^ 
•nd  Bouille's  declarations  inferted  in  Bertrand^s  MetnoirSy  Tol.  H« 
App«  No.  X.  and  vol.  iii.  App*  No.  IV. 

f  The  application  of  the  laft  name,  on  this  occafion,  was  probahljr 
in  oonfe<]iiance  of  a  rtdiculotls  fi^ion,  invented  by  inalevoleftce  and 
credited  by  ignorance,  ihat  the  arrelt  of  the  royal  family  was  occafiehncd 
by  the  king's  ftopptng  to  cat  a  foi^  and  drink  a  bottle  of  wine. 

TTic 
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The  affembly  appointed  commiffioners  to  exhibit  an 
interrogatory  to  the  king  and  queen ;  the  royalifts 
oppofed  the  meafure,  but  could  only  obtain  that  the 
terms  fliould  be  changed  to  that  of  receiving  their 
declarations.     Thefe   declarations,   which   were  re-  lytfajune* 
markably  difcreet,  were  taken  in  ftrifl:  form,  and 
without  the  leaft  refpeft  to  the  royal  authority.  The 
terms  his  or  her  majejiy  were  not  ufed;  but  the  king^ 
the  queen^  he^Jhe^  him^  her^  were  always  fubftituted  ; 
a  matter  apparently  trifling,  but  fo  total  an  innova- 
tion in  the  French  mode  of  fpeech  as  to  indicate  a 
great  prejudice  in  the  minds  of  the  commiffioners 
and  of  the  aflfembly.     Every  thing  appeared  to  fhew 
that  the  queftion  of  abdication  would  be  decided 
againft  the  king,  when  a  fchifm  among  his  opponents 
gave  a  new  afpeft  to  his  affairs.   This  was  effefted  by  i5ih  July, 
compunftion  or  fome  other  motive  aftuating  the 
mind  of  Barnave.    He  did  not  difclofe  his  fentiments 
to  any  but  his  confidential  friends  till  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  arguing  the  report,  when  he  fuddenly 
affumed  the  defence  of  the  king,  and  prevented  the 
views  of  his  enemies  *. 

In  this  point,  Barnave  adhered  ftriftly  to  th^  D-iRmfac. 
fenfe  of  the  conflitution.  The  aflTembly  had,  in  faft,  o^u»nift»^ 
no  authority  to  pronounce  the  king's  depofition  or 
bring  him  to  a  trial.  The  king  was  reftrifted  by 
the  laws  from  going  more  than  twenty  leagues  from 
Paris;  but  if  he  exceeded  thofe  limits,  it  was  enaAe4 
that  he  {hould  be  firfl  cited  to  return  within  the  pfe? 
fcribed  bounds,  and  it  was  only  on  his  refufal  ^h^t: 
he  could  be  declared  to  have  forfeited  the  throne. 
In  the  prefent  inflance,  he  had  been  arreted  and 


t  See  Hiftorical  Sketch  of  tb^ French  Revolutiop,  p.  376.  Hiftoriei. 
Moore*8  View,  vol.  ii.  Conjuration  de  d*0|-|ezns,  vol.  iii.  p.  439. 
Deliates.  On  the  day  when  this  fiibjefl  was  to  be  dlTcurted,  a  very 
afieding  pnmphlet,  of  thirty-two  page^»  was  diftributed  in  the  hall  of 
the  aflembty,  under  the  title  of  te  rtgiu  de  Louis  XFl,  mit  fiitt  Ip  yeux 
^  PEuro^t  which  excited  the  rpoi(  Hivourable  fcnfations.  JV^ercure 
ffingois  du  23  Juillet  1791. 
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brought  prifoner  to  Paris,  which  was  a  mginifeJl 
violation  of  the  laws  eftabliflied  by  the  aflembly  it- 
felf  \     The  Orleans  faftion,  however,  were  fo  little 
fatisfied  with  the  determination   of  the  Icgiflaturc, 
that  they  attempted  to  terrify  them  into  a  reverfal 
of  it,   and  for   that  purpof^  prepared  the  famous 
petition  which  produced  the  exertion  of  the  law 
known  by  the  name  of  the  maflacre  of  the  Champ  de 
Mars  K 
4tii  Aug.       The  exiftence  of  the  conftituent  affembly  was 
Conftitu.    now  drawing  to  a  conclufion ;  nothing  remained 
tion  com-   but  to  revife  the  conftitution ;  which  having  been 
pleied.       debated  article  by  article,  was  finally  fettled  and  pre-. 
fented  to  the  king  for  his  pure  and  fimple  acceptance 
or  rejeftion.     Even  this  limited  aft  of  deference  did 
$th  Aug.    not  pafs  without  farcaftic '  animadverfion ;  d* Andre 
ohferved,  that  the  king's  acceptance  was  abfolutely 
unneceffary ;  "  our  conftitution,"  he  faid,  '^  is  totally 
sft  Sept.      c<  independent  of  the  king."     Robefpierre,  begin- 
ning with  the  fame  obfervatiop,  faid,  "  he  would 
**  doubtlefs  accept  with  tranfport  the  throne  with 
**  all  the  advantages  annexed  to  it  by  the  conftitu- 
3d  Sept.      "  tiou  ^."     It  was  prefented  to  the  king,  who,  hav- 
ing firft  returned  his  affent  in  writing,  went  to  the 
x»th  and     aflembly,  and  fan£tioned  the  aflent  by  an  oath   to 
13th  Sept.   \^Q  faithful  to  the  nation,  and  to  employ  the  powers 
30th  Sept.    vefted  in  him  for  the  maintenence  of  the  conftitution. 
DifToiuiion  At  the  end  of  the  month  the  aflembly  diflblved 

Obferv'a  ^^  ^^^  conftitution,  the  fhort-lived  firft-bom  of 

tion  on  the  modem  philofophy,  which  rafhnefs  has  extolled  be- 
confticu-  yond  mcafurc,  and  ignorance  confidered  an  epitome 
of  human  wifdom,  it  is  not  neceflfary  to  expofe  all 
the  abfurdities.  It  is  completely  analyfed  in  Necker's 
Eflay  du  Pouvoir  Executif^  ind  in  various  other  writ- 
ings.     I  fliall  tranfcribe  Montjoye*s  defcription  of  it, 

^  Boiiilte^s  Memoris,  p.  361.  ^  See  Orleans. 

^  Debates.  !  Debates.  Hiflories.  Mooters  VieW|VoJ.  11.  p. 424. 

which 
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which  is,  at  once,  accurate  and  fpirited  ".    **  Never 
^  did  the  union  of  folly  and  madnefs  beget  a  mof6 
''  monftrous  offspring.     This  pretended  conftitution 
«  prefented  to  the  eye  a  mis*ihapen  machine,  whim* 
"  fically  compofed  of  an  infinity  of  wheels  without 
^'  any  mutual  relation  or  dependence.    Experience 
"  has  fliewn  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  man  to 
"  put  its  grotefque  fprings  in  motion.     The  govem- 
"  ment  framed  by  thefe  prefumptuous  legiflators  was 
"  neither  monarchical,  ariftocratical,  or  popular: 
*^  Their  conftitutional  a£t  might,  at  beft,  be  confi* 
<^  dered  as  the  bafis  of  an  anarchical  monarchy,  that 
'^  is,  a  real  chimera,  for  death  and  life  cannot  fubfifl 
'^  in  the  fame  body.    Had  this  monfter  been  able 
'(  to  live,  thofe  who  begot  it  took  great  precautions 
«  diat  it  might  be  ftran^led  in  the  cradle.     They  ' 
^  had  taken  from  the  kingdom  its  religion,  they 
«  bad  annihilated  the  public  force,  diforganized  the 
**  military,  and  armed  thofe  who  ought  to  contri- 
^^  bute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate ;  and  that 
<<  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  the  deformity  of 
"  their  work,  they  had  carefully  deftroyed  every 
«  barrier  which  could  prevent  the  attacks  of  ufur- 
*^  pation  or  defpotifin  "•'' 

Yet, 

■  The  following  opinion  of  the  late  Earl  of  Mansfield,  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  it  replete  with  fagacity,  and  merits  par- 
tiotlar  attention  ;  it  is  taken,  together  .with  the  introdoAory  narra- ' 
tive,  from  Halliday^s  Life  of  Lord  Mansfield.  Dr.  Ttirton  attended 
Lord  Mansfield  at  Kenwood,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  The  phy- 
iJcian  was  diverted  from  his  attention  to  his  patient^s  health  by  Lord 
Mansfield*!  turning  the  fubjed,  and  humoroufly  faying,  <<  Inllead 
"  of  dwelling  on  an  old  man*s  pulfe,  let  me  a(k  you,  do6lor,  what 
**  you  think  of  this  wonderful  French  revolntion  ?**  The  modeft  an-  ' 
Tver,  w^Sy  **  It  is  more  material  to  know  what  your  lordfliip  thinks  of 
*(  it/'  Lord  Mansfield,  without  the  lea(t  interval  of  fu/penfion,  began^ 
**  My  dear  Turton,  how  can  any  two  reafonahle  men  think  differently 
"  on  the  fub)e£l  f  A  nation,  which  for  more  than  twelve  centuries  has 
*'  made  a  confpicuous  fissure  in  the  annals  of  Europe}  a  nation,  ' 
'*  where  the  polite  arts  fiilT  fiourifhed  in  the  northern  hemifphere,  and 
^  found  ansifylum  againft  the  barbarous  incurfions  of  the  Goths  and 
**  Vaadils}  a  nation,  whofe  philofophers  and  men  of  fcience  cberiihed 

P  4  <*  and 
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Dif^fitioo      Yet,  whatever  faults  the  conftitucnt  affembly  had 

ftituentTfl  committed,  there  is  great  reafon  to  regret  that  they 

iembiy ;      did  not  retain  their  flation  fome  time  longer.     They 

had  acquired  experience  in  bulinefs,  and  many  of 

them  entertained   a  flrong  fenfe  of  the  erroneous 

condud  of  themfelves  and  their  colleagues.     But 

each  party  was  too  proud  and  too  replete  vidth  felf- 

love  to  propofe  amendments,  or  make  eiFe&ual  con- 

ceflions,   they  therefore  fell  into  a  (late  of  defpon- 

dency ;  and,  though  they  knew  the  faults  and  vices 

of  the  confUtution,  left  the  amelioration  of  it  to 

their  fucceffors  °« 

3d  oa.         The  legiflative  affembly,  much  more  exception^bly 

Meeefngof  compofed  than  the  conftituent,  began  their  career, 

the  legifla.  in  imitation  of  their  predeceffors,  by  attacking  the 

tiTc  adem.  j-Qy^i  prerogative.     So  much  had  already  been  taken 

from  the  lang,  that  nothing  effential  was  left  on 

which  to  found  an  attack.     The  conftitution  which 

they  had  fworn  to'  maintain,  fixed  all  the  grand 

points,  and  they  could  only  hope  for  fuccefs  in  fuch 

trivial  cavils  as  would  give  them  popularity  by  dimi- 

5th  oa.    liifliing  the  refped  due  to  the  king.     Hence  very 

Their        ^^\y  j^  ^jj^j,.  jfeflipn,  they  aboliflied  the  titles  Jire^ 

"  "**'  and  majefty ;   decreed  that  when  he  came  to  the 

•affembly,  he  fhould  no  longer  be  complimented  by 

the  deputies  ftanding  when  he  ftood,  and  fitting 


**  and  improved  civil iacation,  and  grafted  on  the  feudal  fyftem  the  h^ 
**  •f^ifif^*  their  laws  refpeaing  the  defcents  and  varioug  modifica. 
**  tions  of  territorial  property  :  to  think,  that  a  nation  like  thia 
"  fliould  not*  in  the  courfe  of  /o  ipany  centyries,  have  learned  fome- 
*'  thing  worth  preferving,  ftiould  not  have  hit  upon  fome  little  code 
•<  of  Jaws  or  a  few  principles  fufficient  to  form  one.  Idiots!  who 
**  inftead  of  retaining  what  was  valuable,  found,  and  energetic  in  their 
"  conftitution^  have  at  once  funk  into  barbarity,  loft  (ight  of  firft 
**  principles,  and  brought  forward  a  farrago  of  laws  fit  for  Botany 
<<  Bay  !  It  is  chough  to  fill  the  mind  with  aftonifliment  and  abhor- 
*•  rencel  A  conftitution  like  this  may  furvive  that  of  an  oli  man,  but 
<<  nothing  lefs  than  a  miracle  can  protefk  aod  tranfmit  it  to  pof* 
••  fteiity." 
•  See  BouiUe*f  Memoirs,  p.  4zo« 

when 
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when  he  fate,  but  that  every  one  fhould  do  as  he 
pleafed,  and  behave  as  among  equals  ;  that  he  fhould 
no  more  be  feated  in  an  arm  chair,  fcandalous  for 
its  magnificence ;  but  in  a  chair  fimilar  to  the  prefi- 
dent's  and  at  the  prefident's  left  hand  «*.  Thefe  ridi- 
culous proceedings,  which  difplay  at  once  the  malig- 
nity and  meannefs  of  their  authors,  were  afterwards 
produAive  of  others  equally  abfurd,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned  a  debate  which  occupied  the  F€b.i7f». 
aflembly  during  feveral  days,  on  the  king's  having 
treated  a  deputation  difrefpeftfiilly  by  only  opening 
one  folding-door  for  their  admii&on  ''• 

It  was  expected  that  thefe  attacks  would,  in  time,  Kin;  id. 
conquer  the  temper  of  the  monarch ;  but  Louis,  hav-  ^^^  ^ . 
ing  accepted  the  terms  on  which  he  was  permitted  to  JllSonr*** 
eovern,  and  bound  himfelf  by  oath  to  obferve  them, 
Itudied  the  conftitution  with  indefatigable  diligence, 
smd  had  even  learned  it  by  heart  \    The  republican 
party,  or  thofe  who,  to  advance  their  own  projefls, 
pretended  to  efpoufe  that  form  of  government,  had 
now  obtained  a  great  afcendency  in  the  aifembly, 
and  though  they  were  in  a  minority,  yet  their  aftivity 
and  popularity  rendered  them  extremely  dangerous. 
The  people  were  daily  alarmed  by  fables  concerning 
a  pretended  Auftrian  committee ;  and  exaggerated 
fpeculations  on  the  confequences  of  the  fufpenfive  veto. 
Their  minds  were  inflamed  by  tavern  harangues  and 
incendiary  papers,  which  prepared  them  for  the  great- 
eft  atrocities.  The  royal  family  was  daily  infulted  un-  Rpril  fa* 
dcr  their  very  windows  in  the  mod  wanton  and  barbar-  ?'/jJ''' 
ous  manner.  The  queen  complained  of  thefe  infults  to 
Dumouriez,  in  the  following  pathetic  terms.    ^^  You 
**  behold  me  quite  difconfolate  ^  I  dare  no  longer 

y  Thit  decree  was  annulled  the  next  day,  but  it  ihewy  the  difpofi-  ^ 
tlon  of  the  aflembly. 

%  Debatea.    See  Neckcr  on  the  Revolutioni  vol.  i.  p.  319.    Hif* 
toriea. 

'  Moore*  a  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  431.    Bertrand*f  Memoirs,  ¥o1.  ii. 
p.  17.  i4p»    Life  of  DomourieZi  yo1«  ii.  p.  I7|. 
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<^  approach  the  windows  that  look  intp  the.  gat^eiu 
"  Yefterday  enjening  I  appeared  at  that  oppofite  the 
•i  court,  to  breathe  a  littk  frefti  air.  A  caiuu^eer 
*^  of  the  natioi^^l  guard  feized  that  opportimity  to. 
*^  overwhelm,  me,  with  the  groffeft  infults  i  adding^ 
by  way  of  conclufion,  ^  what  pUafure  would  itgive^ 
*  me  to  haw  your  headjhtckori  the  point  of  my  bayonet^* 
In  thi$  frightful  garden  you  fee  on  one  place  a 
man  mountcKi  on  a  chair,  and  reading  the  moil 
horrible  calumfiies  againfl  us  in  a  loud  tone  of 
voice ;  on  another  you  perceive  an  ofEcer,  or  an 
^'  abb^,  dragged,  tpwards  a  bafon  of  water,  and 
^^  overwhelmed  with  injuries  and  blows ;  and,  dur- 
^^  ing  all  this,  fome  play  at  foot  ball,  or  walk  about^ 
^^  w;ithout  the  leafl  concern.  What  a  habitation ! 
^^  what  a  people  * !''  The  king  and  queen  could  no 
longer  enjoy  the  ordinary  pledures  of  free  com- 
ipunication,  from  4  confdoufnefs  that  they  were  fbr-* 
roufided  with  fpicis,  and  that  the  company  of  fuch 

aerfbns  2&  the  public  might  approve  would  be  both^ 
grading  and  dangerous  \    The  aiTembly,  inftead  of. 
reuraining,  encouraged,  this  licentioufne£3  of  the  popurt 
lace ;  and,  though  a  book  publiihed  by  Ptud'homme^ 
intitled,  **  Crimes  of  the  Queens  of  France,  down 
•*  to  the  prefent  Quaen,  inclufive/*  was  advertifed  by 
large  pofting  bills  at  the  very  doors  of  the  aflembly^ 
the  s^thor  was  npt  fubjeded  to  the  ilighteit  repre^ 
henfion  "• 
obftnra*        In  this.  fltu^tiQi^  the  king's  indecifion  has  been 
J|?"V,T***' lamented  and  bls^^  by  more  than  one  writer,  fin-^ 
decilon. '  cerely  devoted  to  his  intereft "" ;  but,  circumftanced  aa 
he  was,  it  was.  almoft  impoifible  to  afiume  a  more  de- 
cided oondud^    ^v^ry  one  who  blames  him  would 
moft  probably  have  given  contradiftory  counfel, 

c  Life  of  Dumouriez,  toI.  ii«  p«  so7»    Necker  on  the  Revolation^ 
vpl.  i.  c.  p.  343 •    M0oj-e*s  View,  vol.  ii,  p»470» 
t  6ertrand*t  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  185. 
K  M^rcure  Francois,  No.du  17  Decembre  1791. 
>  Bertrand't  Memojrs,  vqI.  j*  p«  £9.    Bouille*8  Memoirs*  p«  50S. 
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One  laviflied  tl>e  treafoiiie  of  the  ci^dl  lift,  ia*  bribifis 
the  orators  of  the  Jacobin  club  ^  another  propofeq 
fecuring,  at  aU  hazfirds,  the  galleries  of  the^aJIeiAbly ; 
ooe  pjojeded  vigorous  profecutipns,  and  Arenuoua 
complaints ;  another  recomm^ded  mild  and  conci« 
liatory  demeanor  ^.  The  king  was  remarkably  di£i 
fident  of  himfelf,  delivered  his  opinions  \yith  caution, 
and  M?as  ever  ready  to  yield  to  the*  majority  of 
the  council.  The  only  exception  to  this  was  vJien 
the  relief  of  the  people  or  the  bappinefs  of  France  was 
the  queftipij, ;  on  thefc  fubjedts  h^  ^xpxieflfed  himfelf 
without  hefitation,  and  ipaintained  his  judgment 
with  unabatQd  refolutioii '.  Thefe  may  be  laid  down 
^  his  leading  principles ;  and  it  is  e^fy  to  imagine 
with  how  much  difficulty  he  received,  and  how  rea* 
dily  he  renounced  any  plan  of  operations  in  which 
they  feemed  to  be  facrificed  to  a,  problematical  hope 
gf  his  own  fafety  or  welfare. 

The  ill-fuccefe  of  all  Ijis  views,  and  the  unmerited  'j**^^ 
obloquy  and  oppoiition  he  enpoui^tpred)  rendered  ftntioiu 
him  almofl  defperate.  He  was  continually  chang* 
ing  his  minifters,  and  endeavouring  to  conned); 
himfelf  with  the  different  parti^  ;  he  Ipoked  on  all 
fides  fgr  a  laft  refburce ;  but  no  party  either  could 
or  would  unite  with  him.  At  length,  he  called  into 
his  council  three  men  attached  to  the  vi£toriou& 
fadioa'',  and  formed  \yhat  is  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Jacobin  adminiftration  ^.  He  did  not  adopt  a^ 
meafure  fo  degrading  and  unfafe  without  repugnance; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  ihewed  evident  anxiety,  and 
betrayed  much  forrow  and  confternation  % 

This  facrifice,  however,  produced  but  a  temporary  TteVn^:^ 
popularity,  and  in  effecl,  accelerated  the  deftrudion  repugjiwe 
of  rovaltv.      One  of  the  firfl  meafures  of  thia  new  !lr^*^  ^^ 


>yalty. 

t  Bertrand  pafliin.    Conjuration  de  d*0rlean8,  vol.  iii.  p.  159. 

*  Be;rtrand*s  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  ao. 

*  Dumouriez,  Roland,  and  Claviere. 

^  Neckeron  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  343.    HifiorieSt 
<  fienrand^s  Memoirs^  P*  99* 
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^         adminiilration  was  a  declaration  of  war,  which  was 
precifely  the  wifh  of  the  republicans  and  Orleanifts, 
and  intirely  repugnant  to  the  inclinations  of  the 
king.     He  had  employed  his  orders,  and  even  his 
intreaties  to  prevent  the  emigrants  from  committing 
any  aft  of  hoftility ;  and  exprefled,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  his  difapprobation  at  arming  of  the  French 
nobles  *•    Even  after  the  declaration  of  war,  he  was 
fo  apprehenlive  that  his  fubjefts  fliould  fuflfer  from 
the  incurfions  of  the  enemy,  that  he  fent  a  meflage 
to  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Pruffia,  requefting 
that  they  would  not  aft  oflFenfively  againft  France, 
without   the  moft  imperious   neceffity;   and,  even 
then,  that  they  would  not  invade  the  country  with- 
out publifliing  a  conciliatory  manifefto,  diftinguifhing 
the  king  and  the  people  from  a  faftion  who  were 
carelefs  about  the  ruin  of  both  *. 
Conduaof      I  fhall  not  here  detail  the  indignities  which  the 
^mini-    Y^^g  daily  underwent  from  a  faftious  miniftry,  who 
feemed  ever  on  the  watch  for  opportunities  to  infult 
him.     The  perfidious  decrees  refpefting  the  army 
of  twenty  thoufand  men  near  Paris,  and  the  tyran- 
nical infult  offered  to  the  king's  confcience  by  the 
decree  againft  the  non-juring  priefts,  overcame  his 
patience,  and  induced  him  to  interpofe  his  conftitu- 
tional  neg?Ltive.     This  produced  the  infolent  and 
inflammatory  letter  of  Roland.  Dumouriez  treacher- 
oufly  encouraged  the  king  to  difmifs  the  refraftory 
minifters,  and  he  was  four  days  afterwards,  in  a 
moment    of    extreme    danger,    deferted    by    Du- 
mouriez ^ 
«oth  June       Thefe  events  were  fpeedily  followed  by  that  de- 
Thekfn  *    fy^^^^^  ^^^  fanguinary   irruption   into  the  palace, 
heroic  be-    which  threatened  the  life  of  all  the  royal  family, 
havioori     ^nd  produced  fcenes  of  brutality  and  horror  equally 

A  Bouille*$  Merooirt,  p.  443.   See  Meeker  on  the  RevolutiontVol.i. 
p.  337. 
«  Bertrand*s  Memoirs,  toK  ii.  p.  t86. 
f  $ce  DuM0URi£Z>  Roland,  Mad.'RoLAND. 
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difgraceful  and  difgufting.  To  prepare  the  popular 
mind  for  ads  of  blood,  the  hall  of  the  Jacobins 
had  refounded  with  fpeeches  and  petitions,  and  the 
walls  of  Paris  had  been  covered  with  placards,  de« 
Icribing  the  king  as  a  traitor  to  the  country,  and  a 
monfter  not  fit  to  reign  or  to  live  *.  The  infur- 
re£Uon  was  regularly  projeAed  and  organized  fome 
days  before  '^,  and  the  king  had  received  liumerous 
intimations  that  he  could  only  avoid  the  intended 
maflacre  of  himfelf  and  family,  by  agreeing  to  fane** 
tion  the  obnoxious  decrees.  But  what  confcience 
forbad,  terror  could  not  impel  him  to  do ;  he  rejeded 
with  difdain  all  fuch  applications,  and  refolved  to 
encounter  every  danger  rather  than  comply'.  When 
the  mob,  by  the  treachery  of  the  national  guard, 
had  effeded  an  entrance  into  the  palace,  the  king, 
who  had,  from  a  window,  obferved  their  proceedings, 
repaired  to  the  (ziUde-bauf^  the  door  of  which  was 
immediately  aifailed  with  every  engine  of  force  which 
the  occafion  fupplied ;  and,  among  others  with  a 
cannon  which  had  been  difmounted  from  its  carriaTC 
and  was  now  carried  up  flairs  by  manual  flrength, 
and  ufed  as  a  battering  ram.  The  Swifs  guards 
who  were  with  the  king,  drew  their  fwords,  and 
were  preparing  to  fhed  their  blood  in  an  unavailing 
defence ;  but  he  commanded  them  to  deiift.  He 
then  called  for  four  grenadiers  to  fupport  him,  and 
advancing  to  the  door,  unbarred  it,  and  prefented 
himfelf  defencelefs  to  this  furious  multitude.  His 
friends,  fearing  he  would  be  borne  down  by  the 
rapidity  and  violence  of  the  mob,  placed  him  in 
the  recefs  of  a  window,  where  he  leaned  on  M. 
Acloque,  while  a  few  grenadiers  formed  round  him 
to  refifl  the  torrent-  The  mob  was,  fortunately,  fo 
numerous,  and  poured  in  fo  rapidly  that  no  one 
could   efieft  the   premeditated  purpofe  \  but  after 

%  FennePs  Review  of  Proceedings,  p.  i6. 

^  See  DvMOVRiEZ,  Petion. 

^  Life  of  DifrroouricZy  vol.  ii.  p.  392« 
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tehtihg  it  pditicrn  bf  fury  in  words  and  mtwdng 
fridftures,  Was  obliged  to  give  place,  and  ^*  'mingle 
*'  with  the  herd  that  ivent  before  him."     Yet  mbny 
pdhited  infults  were  oflFered  ^  a  young  man,  whofe 
nsfthe  was  Clement,  flopped  before  the  king,  and  re. 
Viled  him  in  language  which  would   have   beeh 
ciiara^erlftic  in  the  mouth   of  his  namefake,  the 
Stffitffin  of  Henry  III.     Legendre,  the  butcher,  falHed 
ittto  the  room  at  the  head  of  a  new  rabble,  uttering 
threats  and  denouncing  vengeance ;  he^  accofted  the 
Ttfdnatrch  in  the  language  ot  the  fhambles,  «  Mon*- 
**  jieut^^  faid  he,  afnd  feeing  the  king  furprifed  at  this 
itfew  ftyle,  he  repeated  it,  "Yes,  Monfteur^  liften  to 
*  ^us*— Yes,  Monfieur^  it  is  youY  duty  to  liften  to  us  ; 
^^  you  are  a  tl'aitdr ;  you  have  always  deceived  ufe, 
^  and  deceive  us  ftill ;  but  take  care  of  yourfelf^ 
^  ^mfteur ;  the  meafure  isfull^  and  the  people  are 
^  tired  being  your  dupes.'*     After  this  harangue 
*the  king  was  preffed  by  the  mob  to  put  on  the  red 
cap ;  one  of  them  prefented  to  him  a  bottle,  and  de- 
fired  him  to  drink  the  health  of  the  nation.     Some 
t)ne  offered  to  fetch  a  glafs ;  the  king  refufed  the  offer, 
trfid    immediately,    without    fear    and  without   re- 
jmgnance,  he  applied  the  impure  veffel  to  his  hps, 
and  drank  the  uncertain  beverage.     Taking  ad- 
vantage  of  the  confufion  of  the  moment,  a  fellow 
evidently  in  liquor,  forced  his  way  clofe  to  the  king* 
and  hearing  him  fay  that  the  nation  had  no  better 
friend  than  hitnftlf,  required  him  to  prove  it  by 
putting  on  the  red-cap ;  the  king  confented,  and  two 
of  tfeem  placed  it  on  the  top  of  his  hair,  for  it  was 
too  fmall  for  his  head.     The  king  yielded  to  this 
indignity  under  a  firm  perfuafion  that  had  he  refifted, 
the  drunken  man  would  have  plunged  his  pike  into 
his  bowels.     Still  the  fury  of  the  rabble  fell  fhort 
t)f  the  hopes  of  the  confpirators  \  and  though  the 
moft  infamous  libels  were  hawked  about  and  fold  at 
low  prices  in  the  garden  of  the  palace,  and  the  moft 
treafonable  and  inflammatory  fefehoods  fcratched 

and 
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asd  cbaHced  oa  the  widls,  yet  the  work  of  miA'der 
was  left  incomplete,  and  the  virtue  of  the  monarch 
once  more  trimnphed  over  the  plots  of  his  enetoies^ 
Petion  at  length  arrived,  and  difmiffed  the  mob* 
Advancing  to  the  king,  he  faid,  ^^  Sire,  I  was  only 
"  this  moment  informed  of  your  fituadon  ^,  but 
"  you  have  nothing  to  fear."—"  Nothing  to  fear  !'* 
replied  the  king  with  indignation,  "  The  man  whofe 
<<  confcience  is  pure,  and  free  from  reproach,  can 
"  never  fear.  Here,  my  friend,'*  he  added,  takmg 
die  hand  of  a  grenadier,  and  preifing  it  againft  his 
bofom,  "  feel,  and  tell  that  man  if  my  heart  beats 
^  fafter  than  ufual."  This  was  not  the  only  inftance 
of  heroic  firmnefs  which  the  king  diiplayed  in  the 
courfe  of  this  dreadful  day.  The  mob  frequently 
prefied  him  with  furious  acclamation  to  fandion 
the  decrees,  and  recal  the  minifters.  His  rq>Iy 
was,  "  I  ihall  do  what  I  confider  to  be  rieht ;  but 
**  this  is  not  the  moment  for  you  to  aik,  or  for  me  to 
"  grant  favors." 

Great  part  of  the  popular  rage  was,  as  ufual,  di-  of  die 
refted  againft  the  queen ;  and  her  behaviour  demon*  ^***^' 
firated  that  fhe  was  worthy  to  fhare  the  heart  and 
throne  of  Louis.  On  the  firft  alarm  fhe  caught  up 
the  dauphin  in  her  arms,  and  ran  towards  the  osiL 
de-imtf;  but  the  influx  of  the  mob  had  already 
ftopped  the  paiTages,  fhe  was  prevented  fulfilling  her 
firft  intention,  and  doomed  to  refled^,  whh  regret, 
that  file  could  not  offer  herfelf  a  facrifice  to  the  a& 
&ffins  who  might  have  accepted  her  life  inftead  of 
the  king's.  She  was  flopped  in  the  council-room  by 
general  Wittenghoff  and  the  minifler  Lajarre ;  they 
formed  a  feeble  rampart  of  the  council^table,  be* 

^  Tbts  aflertion  of  the  virtaeus  major  of  Fans  imiil  hare  been  fklfiv 
confidering  itiat  the  plot  had  been  in  agitation  feveral  days,  that  it  had 
been  preceded  by  treats  in  the  gardens  of  the  Palais  Royal  and  the 
tgkgras^  and  that  the  wh6le  mob  of  fans-eulottet  had  made  a  proceflion 
through  many  ftreets  of  Pans,  and  through  the  hall  of  the  aflembly* 
Sec  PiTiON^  CHAfiOTi  and  Orlbans, 

hind 


8o  MEMOIRS  OF 

hind  which  they  placed  the  queen,  the  dauphih,  the 
princefs  royal,  and  all  the  ladies  who  refufed  to  quit 
her  fide.  This  table  was  defended  by  a  double  line 
of  national  guards,  and  there  the  queen  was  obliged 
to  remain  during  the  whole  of  thefe^  horrible  fcenes, 
agonized  by  a  knowledge  of  the  king's  danger,  and 
a  helplefs  hearer  of  the  incendiary  and  oblcene  re« 
proaches  which  men  and  women  of  the  lowed  clafs 
feemed  imwearied  in  repeating.  The  dauphin,  like 
his  unfortunate  father,  was  difguifed  in  the  blood- 
coloured  emblem  of  licentioufnefs ;  and  the  queen 
was  compelled  to  fubmit  to  the  fame  difgrace.  Marie- 
Antoinette  difplayed  the  fame  contempt  of  danger 
which  diftinguifhed  the  king;  ftie  was  defirous  to 
fend  back  a  body  of  grenadiers  whom  the  king  had 
detached  for  her  proteftion ;  but  they  perfifted  in 
obeying  their  firft  orders.  At  length  Santerre  ar- 
rived; and  the  appearance  of  the  queen  foftened, 
for  a  moment,  even  his  favage  heart ;  he  aflured  her 
of  proteftion,  and  afSfted  in  difperfing  the  mob. 
of  the  The  behaviour  of  the  princefs  Elizabeth  in  this 

K»."<^  trying  fcene  was  truly  fublime  and  heroic.  When  the 
*  king  went  to  the  ml-de^bauf  (he  would  not  leave  his 
fide  for  a  moment.  The  mob,  rufhing  into  the  palace, 
and  eager  to  begin  the  work  of  regicide,  miflook  her 
for  the  queen,  and  loaded  her  with  infults  and  threats* 
Some  of  her  attendants  explained  the  miftake  in  fpite 
of  her  intreaties  to  the  contrary  :  "  For  God's  fake,** 
Ihe  faid,  "  do  not  undeceive  them ;  is  it  not  better 
*'  they  (hould  flied  my  blood  than  that  of  my 
**  fitter '  ?"  In  the  whole  courfe  of  the  day  fhe  never 
left  her  brother's  fide,  nor  ever  loft  her  prefence  of 
mind;  but  when  a  deputy,  named  Lefueur,  who 
ftood  by  the  king's  fide,  fainted  from  extreme  agi- 
tation, fhe  actively  afiifted  in  forwarding  his  tc- 
covery, 

1  Neckcr  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  ii.  p.  i9t. 
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At  iwe  o'clock  at  night  the  palace  v/zs  cleared^  Retreat  of 
and  the'  infulted  family  left  to  theinfelve«.     The  king  "^  '°^^- 
had  been  fo  totally  occupied  in  attending  to  what 
vas  paffihg  around  him>  that  he-  had  forgot  to  re* 
move  from  his  head  the  ignominious  emblem  placed 
on  it  by,  the  hand  of  fedition,  and  continued  to  wear 
it  for  iome  time  after .  thofe  who  had  compelled  him 
to  aflume  it  were  departed.     The  royal-  family  re- 
tired to  reft,  uncertain  of  a  moment's  fecurity ;  and 
convinced  that  their  treacherous  guards  would^  at 
any  time,  yield  to  the  deiires  of  a  mob,  and  admit 
a  band  of  aflaffins  into  the  palace.    The  next  day 
fome  flight  commotion  occurred  near  the  palace; 
the  dauphin,  whofe  experience  of  wretchednefs  made 
him  apprehenfive  of  danger  beyond  what  might  be 
ezpe£ted  from  his  years,  faid  to  the  queen,  "  What, 
"  mamma,  is  not  yefterday  over  yet  ™  ?*' 

When  the  palace  was  completely  evacuated,  the  Safpenfion 
iing  fent  for  two  juftices  of  the  peace  to  examine  ^nd  Ma" 
ffito  particulars,  and,  by  a  legal  aft,  atteft  the  via-  nuel. 
lation  qf  the  royal  afylum.     The  next  day  he  wrote 
to  the  aflembly,  complaining  df  the  indignity  he  had 
fuSered,  and  recommending  to  them  to  take  the 
proper  meafures  for  maintaining  the  .c6nftitution. 
Some  motions  were  attempted  in  order >  to.  give  efFed: 
to  this  meffage,  but  over-ruled  by  the  majority  and 
by  the  tribunes,  who  accufed  the  fpeakers  of  calumm-- 
ating  the  people ".     The  duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld, 
prefident  of  the .  department  of  Paris,  exected  him- 
fclf  to  bring  the  agents  in  this  confpiracy  to  juftice, 
and  obtained  a  decree  fufpending  Petion  and  Manuel 
from  tbeir  funftions.    This  decree  was  refened  to   7tli  Jgiy, 
the  king  for  his  fanftion;  but  as  it  concerned  him 

■  For  farther  details  concerning  the  coRfpiracy  and  tranfa^tions  ot 
this  da]^y  lee  Petion.  The  account  here  given  is  derived  from  tb« 
Hiftorteisi 'from  Moofe*sf*j6brnal,  vol.ii.  p.  ftO»  to  sss. ;  FennePfl 
Review  to  p.  97.  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  34S.  i  Cbn« 
juntion  de  d'Orieans^  vol.  iii.  p«  17610185.1  and  Bcrtcaod^a  Mc* 
iDoirs,  vol.  ih  p.  500.* 

«  OekMtea.    Fenncrs  Review,  p.  12a. 

voju.  I.  a  pcrfonally^ 
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{jetfonally^  he  wiflied  to  decline  interfering.    This 

moderation  was  inconfiftent  with  the  views  of  his 

enemies,  who  were  deiirous  to  bring  the  conteft 

^  between  the  popular  Petion  and  the  cadumniated 

king  to  a  perfonal  iflue.     When,   thevdbre,   the 
.  kmg's  lettei*  was  read,  la  Source  obferired,  diat  it 
was  not  in  the  option  of  the  afien^y  to  rdeafe  the 
executive  power  from  doing  its  duty,  and  the  long 
f  3th  Jul  J.  was  obliged  to  confirm  the  fentence  of  fufpenfioiu 
The  refult  was  fuch  as  might  be  expe&eid;   the 
mayor  and  procureur  were  acquitted,  and  the  odium 
of  their  profecution  was  ihared  between  dib  kmg 
and  M.  de  la  Rochefoucauld  \ 
Plan  (o  The  downfall  of  royalty  was  now  coniidered  as 

murder  ^certain ;  and  while  the  cozifederates  of  Brifibt  were 
*"^''""'  arranging  their  plans  in  fecret,  and  meditadag  didr 
confummation  with  all  the  refinements  of  treachery 
and  hypocrify,  a  more  determined  band  had  re- 
folved  to  begin  in  blood,  and  accompHffa  their  pur- 
pofe  by  means  of  afTaflination.  The  worthkb  San- 
terre  formed  a  plan  to  murder  the  queen,  which 
was  to  be  performed  by  a  grenadi^  on  the  day  of 
the  confederation.  The  projeft,  however,  was  dif- 
doled  and  fruftrated ;  the  grenadier  was  apprehended 
at  the  foot  of  the  queen's  ftaircaie  wim  a  cutlais 
concealed  in  the  lining  of  his  coat ;  a  juftice  of  d^ 

{leace,  named  Mmngeot,  took  the  nece&ry  depo- 
itionS)  but  the  grenadier  was  refcued  by  a  party  of 
rufSatas ;  Maingeot  was  maflacred  on  die  loth  of 
Augufl:,  and  his  papers  feized  and  delivsered  to  Son- 
terre  <»• 
14A  July.      Preiaous  f o  the  third  confederation,  cvefy  dbrt 
Confetie.    had  been  ufed  to  inflame  the  public  mind'Wttii  £sife 
jration.       fufpicions.     Reports  were  raifed  of  a  pretended  con« 
fpiracy,  and  the  Ecole  Militaire^  where  the  tegular 
troops  were  quartered,  was  pointed  out  as  the  centre 

ft 

«  Dehatet.  HiAorict.  Moore*!  Journal.  Yol.ii.p.ti4«  SmPbti9« 
and  Manuel. 
•  BerU'and*8  Memoirfi  vol.  ii.  p.  34». 

of 
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^f  danger ;  it  w^s  Md  that  afms,  ammunkloHy  and 
artillery  had  been  privately  introduced  and  ton- 
cealed  there;  and  that  the  guards  had,  for  U>w^ 
time,  been  employed  in  digging  a  fubterraneous  paf* 
iage^  and  forming  a  mine  under  the  altar,  with  the 
mtent  of  blowing  up  the  national  aflembly  at  the 
moment  they  were  taking  the  oath.  This  "  Gun* 
"  powder  Treafon/*  although  totally  improbable^ 
ind  incompatible  with  the  king's  charader,  gained 
fuch  general  credit  that  it  was  thought  neceflfary,  in 
order  to  remove  the  fears  of  the  people,  to  fend  the 
guards  away  from  Paris  a  few  days  previous  to  the 
federation,  and  caufe  the  place  pointed  out  by  fuf« 
pidon  to  be  thoroughly  examined*  The  king,  queen^ 
and  all  the  court  went  early  in  the  morning  to  thjs 
Ecole  MilUaire^  and  placed  themfelves  in  a  balcony^ 
where  they  had  a  full  view  of  the  Champ  de  Marsi 
The  rails  of  the  balcony  were  covered  with  crimfon 
Yelvet,  which  excited  the  petulance  of  the  mob,  and 
gave  rife  to  many  fcurrilous  animadverfions.  The 
oath  having  been  taken,  the  king  was  recjuired  to  let 
fire  to  a  ridiculous  and  infulting  pageant  called  the 
tree  of  Feudality  \  which  he  refufed,  and  returned 
to  the  balcony  where  he  had  lefit  his  family,  amidffc 
cries  of  Vi'oe  Petim  !  Viijent  ks  yacobtns  !  A  has  U 
Yeh!  A  bos  h  Departement^  hc^  1  et  notwithftanding 
the  previous  efforts  and  the  riotous  difpofitioii  pf  tl^e 
mob,  the  day  pafied  without  any  ferious  attempt ) 
and  the  people  fcparated  quietly  ^ 

Por  a  long  time  paft  the  king  had  contemplated  thd  tiiektiig^i 
deftniftion  oif  roplty  and  his  own  murder  as  unatoid*  fi^^"****** 
able ;  and  the  tranfaftions  of  the  twentieth  of  June 
ftreagthened  the  impreffion.    He  had  exprefled  thefe 
forebodings  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  to  feveral  perfons; 
but  they  were  not  attended  with. feeblenefs  of  con^ 

f  Fenners  Review^  p*  iS6  ct  fet). 

Q  %  dudf| 
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duQ.^  or  an  unmanly  folicitude  about  his  hte\ 
Nor  were  thefe  forebodings,  at  this  time^  the  refuk 
of  mere  deje^ion,  but  inevitable  inferences  from  the 
»ith  July.  •  avowed  fentiments  of  the  legiilature,  where  Con- 
dorcet  had  declared,  that  the  king  or  the  conftitu- 

1  Life  of  Dumouriez  toI.  ii.  p.  409.  The  following  ExtraH  from 
Bertraii<l*s  Memoirs  (vol.  ii,  p.  196.)  paints  the  mind  of  the  monarch 
in  colours  fo  vivid  and  juft,  that  I  cannot  refift  tranfcribinfi;  it.  '*  Ever 
**  fince  the  day  on  which  he  was  flopped  at  Varennet,  tne  unhappy 
**  prince  had  been  deeply  imprefled  with  the  idea  that  he  Ibould  be 
*<  aflaifinated  3  that  all  attempts  to  evade  his  defliny  would  have  no 
**  eflTeft  but  that  of  increaiing  the  danger  of  his  family  aod  friends. 
"  Under  this  melancholy  impreflTion,  he  waited  for  death  with  a 
*'  refignation  fo  calmly  heroic^  that  it  might  have  been  miftaken  for 
**  an  indiflTerence  about  life.  He  frequently  read  the  Hiftory  of  Charles 
**  the  Firft  of  England :  his  chief  attention  was  to  endeavouri  in  erery 
**  a^,  to  avoid  whatever  might  ferve  as  a  pretext  for  bringing  him  to. a 
<<  legal  trial.  TheTacrifice  of  his  life  feemed  to  cofthim  nothing.  The 
**  honour  of  the  nation  was  the  fole  objcA  of  his  thoughts.  The  idea 
^'  of  being  publicly  murdered,  in  the  name  of  the  people,  (hocked 
*'  him  greatly.  He  wiAied  rather  to  die  by  the  hands  ot  an  sflaffia^ 
**  that  his  murder  might  be  confidered  as  the  crime  of  a  few  indivi- 
**  dualsy  and  not  a  national  a£t.  In  a  eonverfation  with  this  unhappy 
**  prince  on  the  sift  of  June,  I  difcovered  that' his  mind  was  deeply 
*'  imprefled  with  the  moft  dreadful  forebodings.  To  my  congratu- 
**  lations  on  his  having  efcaped  the  dangers  of  the  preceding  day,  his 
**  majefty  anfwered,  '  My  uneafinefs  was  entirely  on  accoant  of  the 
**  cjuecn  and  my  (ifter  j  for  myfelf  I  had  no  folicitude.*  *  But  it  feema 
**  to  ine,*  faid  I,  '  that  it  was  chiefly  againd  your  majefty  that  the  in  - 
"  farre^ioii  was  direfted.*  •  I  know'it  very  well,'  anfwered  Jie;  «  I 
<*  faw  that  their  intention  was  to  aflfaifinate  me  $  and  I  can't  conceive 
•*  why  they  did  not  do  it;  but  I  (hall  not  efcape  them  another  dayi 
**  fo  that  I  am  not  the  more  fortunate.  It  is  much  the  fame  whether 
**  I  am  murdered  two  months  fooner  or  later.*  *  My  God  T  cried 
**  I,  *  dors  your  majeily  really  believe  that  you  will  be  alTiflinated  V 
**  f  I  am  convinced  of  it,*  replied  he  ^  *  I  have  long  expefted  it  $  I  hare 
«  made  up  my  mind  to  it,  Do  you  think  1  fear  death?*  *No» 
*<  certainly  ^  but  I  wiih  to  fee  your  majcftv  lefs  convinced  that  you 
<*  are  near  it,  and  more  difpofed  to  adopt  the  vigorouf  meafures  from 
•<  which  alone  yon  can  cxpeA  fafety.*  *  There  may  be  a  poffibiiity 
'^  f>f  my  efcapingj  but  there  are  many  chances  againft  itj  and  I  am 
**  not  lucky.  I  might  rifk  another  attempt  if  I  wtn  alone.  Oh  I  if 
*'  my  wife  and  chil£«n  were  not  with  me^  it  would  foon  appear  that  I 
**  am  not  fo  weak  as  is  imagined ;  but  what  would  become  of  thena 
*'  if  the  meafures  you  alliide  to  (hould  fail  !*  *  But  if  your  majefiy 
'  **  (hould  he  affaflinated,  do  you  think  that  your  family  would  be  in 
«*  greater  fafety  ?*  *  Yes  $  I  think  they  would  :  I  hope  fo  at  lea(( ;  and 
**  if  it  (hould  happen  othcrwife^  I  could  not  be  reproached  with  being 
"  the  caufe/* 
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don  muft  fkll ;  from  the  growing  malignity  of  the 
ja6tion  which  had  been  a  principal  cauie  of  all  his 
misibrtunes ;  from  the  increafing  audacity  of  the 
journaliils  ;  from  the  pertinacity  and  virulence  of  th^ 
petitioners  to  the  aflembly;  and  from  the  contempt 
with  which  he  was  treated  '• 

The  king's  fituation  was  rendered  more  critical.  His  dan- 
and  his  downfall  precipitated  by  la  Fayette's  im-  ^^' 
pmdent  and  ill-concerted  journey  to  P^ris,  which 
difplayed  at  once  his  folly  and  vanity.     A  regular 
confpiracy  was  formed  to  produce  an  mfurredion  of 
the  people,  and  make  it  the  means  of  abolifhing  mo- 
narchy.    The  confpirators  had  arranged  their  plan, 
and  fixed  the  epoch  of  its  execution  lor  the  twenty-^ 
ninth  of  July.     Ten  days  before  that  period   the 
king's  friends   being  informed  of  the  particulars, 
took  fuch  meafures  as  they  thought  would  fruftrate, 
and  which  did,  in  effeA,  poftpone  the  completion 
of  the  plan.     But  the  king,  by  an  aft  of  generofity,  Generofitjr 
which  while  we  deplore  we  cannot  but  admire,  loft  ^j„*^ 
an  opportunity  of  defeating  every  plot,    and    re- 
ducing his  chief  opponents  to  an  unconditional  fub- 
miiTion.     Vergniaud,  Guadet,  and  Genfonne,  three 
principal  leaders  of  the  Gironde  party,  commillioned 
Bofe,  the  painter, .  to  tranimit  to  the  king  a  letter 

'  The  following  pttbetic  inftance  of  this  difrerpeft  is  giren  hf  ' 
Montjove:  "  Even  the  muficians  of  the  royal  chapel  took  a  pleaAire  in 
**  anncuDcing  to  Louis  his  approachine  fate.  One  Sunday,  they 
**  dwelt  with  fo  much  perfiftency,  with  fuch  a  loud  and  indecent  joy, 
**  on  the  words  of  the  Magm/cdi^  dtp»fiiit  pamiu  difidt^  (he  hath  put 
"  down  the  mighty  from  their  feat|)  that  everyone  inftantlyunderftood 
**  that  the  wretches  were  celebrating,  before- band,  the  maflacre  of  the 
"  king,  by  whofe  bounty  they  had  been  fupported.  The  ferocious 
"  chaunt  of  thefe  muficians,  the  roajeftv  of  the  place,  the  fanftity  of 
"  the  ceremony,  the  prefence  of  the  viAims,  the  indecency  of  to  black 
*'  an  aft  of  ingratitude,  all  contributed  to  fill  the  minds  of  the  audience 
"  with  finifter  forebodings.  The  king  alone  (hewed  himielf  un« 
"  affefted  \  his  fponfe,  his  (ifter,  and  his  daughter,  melted  into  tears« 
"  The  queen  afterwards  declared,  that  no  outrage  had  ever  vent  her 
*'  heart  more  cruelty  than  that  unfortunate  itftfuit  fvttntitn*  Conju- 
ladon  dc  d*Qrleans,  vol*  iii.  p.  180. 
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iigned  by  them,  announcing  an  kicended  infuiree- 
don,  the  mildefl  confequence  of  which  was  the  de- 
thronement of  the  king ;  and  that  the  only  means 
of  avoiding  this  cataftrophe  was  to  recall  Roland^ 
Servan,  and  Claviere  to  the  minifby.     Had  the 
king  retained  the  original,  and  circulated  copies  of 
this  letter,  th^  profligate  party  in  whofe  behaltit  was 
written,  would  have  heea  degraded  and  incapable 
of  a  vigorous  effort ;  their  auxiliaries  Danton,  Marat, 
and  Robefpierre,  feeing  themfelves  thus  uncondi- 
tionally facrificed,  would  have  precipitated  the  op^ 
rupture  which  fliortly  afterwards  took  place ;  Or- 
leans would  have  withdrawn  his  protection  from,  or 
perhaps  have  publicly  oppofed  thefe  time-ferving 
traitors;    and  in  this  divUion  of  the  fstflions  the 
king's  party  might  have  obtained  a  preponderance 
which  would  have  given  countenance  and  energy  to 
the  exertions  of  la  Fayette,  and  eftabliflied  the  throne* 
Unfortunately  the  king,  on  this  occafion,  confulted 
only  his  natural  generofity.     His  extreme  goodnefs 
extended  even  to  the  wicked,   and  prevented  his 
turning  againft  them  thofe  weapons  with  which  they 
themfelves  had  furnifhed  him.     Without  confulting 
any  one,    he  returned  the  letter  to  his  valet-de- 
chambre,  from  whom  he  received  it,  with  a  repri- 
mand,  and  ordered  him  to  give  it  back  to  Bofe,  and 
tell  him  that  no  anfwer  could  be  made  to  fuch  a 
propofal  ^ 
Hit  dan-       This  forbearance  did  not  proceed  from  any  altera- 
gerousfi..  ^ion  b  his  fentiments  refpefting  his  fituation;  on 
tqatipn.     ^j^^  contrary,  he  was  in  daily  apprehenfion  of  being 
aifailinated ;    and   the  alarms  were  fo    conftantly 
^pt  up,  tbs^t  from  the  twentieth  of  June  he  always 

*  Beitrand^s  Memoirti  Tol.iit.  p,  S— 15.  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  Guadet,  Qcnfonn^,  and  Vergniaud  all  voted  for  the  king*s  death, 
though  he  had  fo  generoufly  fpared  them  j  and  though  a  principal  ac« 
cufation  againii  him  was  a  confpiraKj  which  they  knew  to  have  priginatcd 
With  themfelves, 

flept 
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11^  ia  fais  deaths  \  Ih  confequence  of  the  events ' 
of  that  day  of  horrors^  the  king  had  ihut  up  the 
garden  of  the  TuiUerieSy  which  wag  part  of  the 
private  property  left  him  by  the  nation.  This  es- 
eked  the  petul^ce  of  the  mob,  who  prefented  pett- 
tions  rq>lete  with  fuggeftions  of  fuianifed  treachery, 
and  requiring  that  the  gardens  might  again  be . 
opened*  The  aflembly,  ever  ready  to  crouch  to 
the  populacci  immediately  decreed  that  the  terrace 
of  the  FeuiHans,  which  formed  part  of  the  gardens, 
fiill  beloBged'to  them ;  and  threw  it  open  to  the 
people.  When  this  conceffion  was  obtained,  the 
garden  was  divided  by  a  three-coloured  ribband, 
which  the  people,  in  a  manner  the  moft  uifulting  to 
the  royal  family,  refolved  not  to  pafs  ;  but  thev  au* 
daciouiOiy  reviled  them  by  ^leeches,  fcmgs,  and  hbels, 
which  were  vociferated  on  the  terrace,  and  pmned  to 
^  ribband  of  reparation  \ 

Meanwhile  the  confpirators  were  proceeding  in  Pfogreft 
the  completion  of  their  plans ;  petitions  of  the  moft  f}^^  ^"^ 
feditious  tendency  were  daily  prefented,  demanding  ^^'^^^^ 
the  dethronement  of  the  king,  and  branding  him 
with  every  odious  and  difgraceiul  appellation  '•  The 
nature  of  the  plot  againfl;  him  was  well  known,  and 
nothing  remained  but  to  fix  the  precife  period. 
From  the  fourth  of  Auguft  every  hour  was  e:q)e&ed 
to  puoduce  fome  dreadful  event ;  the  workmen  of 
the  Faaxbourgs  were  kept  in  pay  from  the  firft  of 
Auguft,  and  paffed  their  days  and  nights  in  drink« 
isg,  and  attending  the  fignals  of  their  chiefs '.    The^ 
knowledge  of  the  plot  was  diSufed  all  over  thQ 
country,  and  as  early  as  the  fixth  of  Auguft,  Dr. 
Moore,    travelling  through   Glermont,  heard   the 
particulars  detailed,  and  the  ninth  mentioned  as  the 

"  ConJaratioD  de  d*0r)eans,  toI.  lii.  p«  190.    PagM,  vol.  i.  p*  4fo» 
'  Hiftorical  Account  by  a  National  Guanl,  p.  s.   PennePt  Review^ 
p»  471.    Pehwr's  late  Pi6iurc  of  Paris,  ▼ol.  i.  p,  39. 
f  Debates.    Moore^s  Journal,  voi.  i.  p.  la.  24,  &c«  Sec* 
*  Hiftorical  Accauot  by  a  Naiional  Goardi  p.  30. 
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day  when  it  was  to  take  effeft  \  The  confpirator^ 
were  enabled  to  afTume  this  audacity,  fo  difcordant 
to  the  nature  of  confpiracies  in  general,  by  perfuading 
the  people  that  many  foldiers  had  been  obferved 
going  into  the  Tuilleries  with  muikets  and  returning 
without  them;  that  arms,  ammunition,  artiUery, 
bombs,  torches,  and  every  kind  of  military  prepara- 
tion were  concealed  in  the  palace  *".  The  mob  was 
induced  to  believe,  that  the  thoufand  or  twelve 
hundred  men  in  the  Tuilleries  were  to  cut  the  throatg 
of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Paris,  and  that  the  infurrec* 
tion  was  concerted  only  to  defeat  this  terrible  pro* 
jeA  \ 
Exertions  The  king's  friends  beheld  with  anxiety  the  progrefs 
king's  ^f  t^^f^  events.  Ever  lince  the  twentieth  of  June 
friends,  they  had  ftrongly  enforced  the  neceflity  of  leaving 
the  capital;  his  efcape  would,  perhaps,  have  met 
with  little  oppofition,  as  the  confpirators  were  no 
Herefvfes  lefs  defirous  of  his  departure ''•  But  all  fcfaemes 
to  «^««P«*  propofed  to  him  for  this  purpofe  he  conftantly  re- 
jected, perfuaded  that  they  would  not  be  attended 
with  the  defired  fuccefs,  hoping  that  the  people 
would  in  time  return  to  a  fenfe  or  their  duty,  or  un- 
willing by  any  formal  ad  to  abdicate  a  throne  which 
he  held  as  a  birthright,  and  coniidered  as  a  truft  of 
which  hei  had  no  authority  to  diveft  himfelf  *•  His 
friends  ftrenuoufly  exerted  themfelves  to  fave  him, 
they  pofted  placards  announcing  the  plan  of  the 
propofed  infurredion,  and  inviting  all  good  citizens 
to  unite  in  this  momentous  crifis;  but  thefe  exhorta- 
tions had   no  effed^     A  negotiadon  was   com^ 

*  Mo0re*8  Journal,  toI.  i.  p«  t. 

*»  Fennel's  Review,  p.  340. 

^  Necker  on  the  Revolmibn,  toI.  i*  p.  160,'^  See  alfo  Hiftoire  de  la 
Confpiration  du  10  Aout  par  M.  fii^t  de  St.  Croix,  p.  34. 

^  Conjuration  de  d'Orieans,  vol.  iii.  p.  158. 

^  See  Moore*s  View,  vol.ii.  P*  496.  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  «a6« 
BeHrand^a  Menroirie*  vpL  ii.  Sc  iii.  paitiin.  Hi^orical  Account  by  1^ 
^Iational  Guard,  p*  31*     Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  vol*  iii.  p.  170. 

f  HiAorical  Accpupt  ^y  t|  Motional  Guard,  p..  %i^ 
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nenced  whh  Briflfot,  but  hk  terxms  were  fo  exorbitant, 
and  the  treafury  of  the  civil  lift  fo  exhaufted,  that 
he  could  not  be  gratified  '•  ' 

'  The  king  awaited  the  approaching  ftorm  with  HU  pn. 
ieradtj  and  fntitude^  and  having  refolutely  adhered  ^^  ^^^ 
to  the  conflitution^  determined  iiill  to  be  governed  jih  ao^, 
by  it.  On  the  firft  Sunday  in  Auguft  he  held  hi$ 
h&  levee,  which  was  numeroufly  attended,  and  the 
inquietude  and  grief  which  the  iituation  of  the 
loyal  family  infpired  was  exprefled  in  the  fcounte- 
nances  of  many  perfons  prefent*  Qn  the  enfuing 
day  the  king  renounced  for  the  laft  time  a  feafible 
prqjeft  of  efcape  which  had  been  concerted  for  him  ''• 
To  obviate,  however,  the  fufpidons  entertained  that 
arms  were  concealed,  the  king  publifhed  a  proclama- 
tion, inviting  the  mayor  and  municipal  officers,  or 
any  other  perfons  the  aifembly  might  appoint,  to 
fea^  the  palace.  A  certain  number  of  perfons 
attended  accordingly,  but  did  not  difcover  the 
ilighteft  indication  ot  the  fuppofed  preparations  ^ 

The  crifis  was  now  rapidly  approaching  ;  the  ac-     sth* 
qnittal  of  la  Fayette  had  given  great  offence ,  and 
the  next  day,  when  the  queftion  of  the  king's  depo-      9tli* 
fitbn  was  to  be  debated,  an  immenfe  mob  was  col-     loth. 
leded  round  the  palace,  and  at  the  doors  of  the 
aflembly.    From  diefe  appearances,  and  from  the  Attack  of 
intention  publicly  avowed  of  attacking  the  palace  at  ^^  palace* 
midnight,  the  lung  made  fuch  difpofitions  for  de- 
fence as  the  time  and  drcumftances  allowed.    He 
fent  for  Petion,  and  engaged  him  to  remain  in  the 
palace  to  preferve  order,  and  keep  the  national 
guards  to  Aeir  duty  ;  but  the  traitor  knowing  this 
would  ezpofe  the  projeds  of  his  aflbciates  to  a  pro* 
bable  faflure^  contrived  to  be  called  away  by  a  decree 
of  the  aflembly.    The  king,  who  had  not  been  in 
bed  all  night,  defcended  into  the  court-yard  at  half 

^  Bertnnd*4  Memoirt,  vol.  Hi,  p.  6if    Scf  Briisot. 
■  Ibid.  p.  43.  ■ 

I  Fw»rt  Kiyitw,  p.  34o« 
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paft  five,  and)  aacnded  by  tbe  ^eea,  the  ptmcefir- 
Elizabeth,  and  feveral  ladies,  reviewed  his  guards,. 
%vho  difplayed  the  bed  difpofitiQEis,  and  cried  Vix)e  k 
Rot/  the  cannoneers,  however,  exclaimed  Vha  la 
Nation  /  and  two  battalions,  wbx}  had  been  introduced 
during  the  review,  fliouted  Vive  Petkm  /  while  others 
without  exclaimed,  a  bos  le  veto!  a  bos  ie  trmtre! 
All  hopes  from  the  national  guard  were  now  at  an 
end;  who,  foon  after  the  departure  of  their  com- 
mander Mandat,  united  with  the  mob,  and  re«echoed 
tl^  cries.     There  is  no  probability  that  the  king 
intended  to  employ  force,  or  make  any  attack  on  the 
people ;  his  only  hope  was,  that  by  maintaining  a 
flron?  guard  and  military  appearance,  he  might  be 
fafe  till  the  affembly  ihould  have  taken  meafures  to 
quell  this  formidable  tumuk*     He  now  felt  the  want 
of  thofe  friends  wbojn  former  perfecution  had  driven 
to  emigrate,  and  who,  had  they  been  prefent,  would 
by  theur  advice  and  valour  have  aided  his   caufe. 
There  were  about  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  gen* 
tlemen  in  the  palace,  befides  the  feven  hundred 
Swifs  guards;  but' they  were  not  fumiflied  with  arms 
or  ammiinition  to  repel  an  aflfanh.    There  were 
three  thoufand  Swifs  at  Courbevoye,  whom  the  con- 
fpirators  had  removed  from  the  capital,  and  who,  had 
they  received  orders  to  march  without  delay  tKx  Farie^ 
might  have  averted  the  effects  of  the  infurredion  \ 
but  thefe  precautions  were  not  adopted.     The  mob 
increafed  to  an  alarmmg  number,  and  exprefled  the 
moft  ianguinary  intentions. 
Th«king       While  the  royal  family  were  confulting  on  the 
to'ivpair     meafurcs  moft  proper  to  be  adopted  in  the  prefent 
to  the  af.    emergency,  Roederer,  xiitprooireur-fyndic^  entered  the 
^^^^y*      chamber,  and  bluntly  exclaiming,  that  no  perfon 
ihould  interfere  between  the  king  and  the  department, 
demanded  to  fpeak  with  their  majefties  in  private* 
He  remonftrated  on  the  danger  to  which  they  were 
expofed,  and  infifted  that  defence  was  ufelefs,  and 
that  their  only  afylunl  would  be  in  the  nauonial 

affembly^ 
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aflembly.    The  queen  mi^ediately  penetri^:ed  mto 
the  true  meaning  of  this  hypocritical  propo&l ;  and 
indignantly  anfwered,  ^^  Nail  me  to  the  walls  rather 
<^  than  remove  me  from  the  palace  !*'    The  king, 
however,  was  more  difpofed  to  comply,  and  at 
length  the  queen,  overcome  by  iolicitations  and 
QTged  in  the  name  of  her  children,  whofe  iafety 
was  endangered,  reludantly  yielded.    ^  It  is  the  ktft 
« lacrifice,^'  Ihe  faid,  «  and  it  muft  be  made/'    The 
king's  conduct  on  this  occafion  has  been  vehemently 
cenfured,  and  I  think  with  fome  reafon.    He  was 
Efficiently  apprized  by  his  friends  as  well  as  enemies, 
diat  the  infurre£tion  aimed  at  nothing  lefs  than  his 
pdidcal  deftrufUon ;  and  he  was  wrong  to  defert  his 
defenders  till  their  caufe  was  abfolutely  hopelefiu 
His  condnft  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  recurring 
Co  two  motives.    His  averfion  to.bloodfhed,  and  his 
hope  that  the  people  at  large  were  not  fo  depraved 
as  dther  his  friends  or  enemies  had  reprefented 
them.     It  is  certain  that  he  had  no  intention  that 
force  fhould  be  ufed  till  the  laft  extremity ;  and  when 
he  left  the  palace,  he  expelled  foon  to  have  been 
able  to  fend  tidings  of  peace  and  fafety.    Thefe 
hopes  were  founded  on  the  acquittal  of  la  Fs^yette, 
and  on  the  moderation  (hewn  by  fome  members 
in  the  preceding  day's  debate.     Cowardice  was  not 
among  his  motives ;  he  had  long  been  prepared  to 
refign  his  life ;  and  had,  in  the  courfe  of  that  day, 
given  the  moft  unequivocal  proofs  of  courage  *". 

The  royal  £unily  and  their  attendants  reached  R^'^  Kcep« 
the  hall  of  the  affembly  without  injury,  though  not  **®"* 
without  infult.    His  arrival  was  a  real  victory  to 
the  confpiratorS)  but  they  diflembled  therr  favage 

^  The  following  v^zy  fcrve  at  an  inftaoce  of  the  king*s  nia^a<* 
iiimity.  When  me  two  b^uaUonft  of  nailonal  guards  arrived  ac  tho 
pataoe,  the^  (hewed  Aich  difpofitiont  as  inctuced  a  grenadier  who  wa$ 
pear  the  kmg,  to  advife  him  to  remove,  as  he  was  within  reach  of 
the  levelled  arma  of  his  enemies.  *<  I  am  forr^,**  faid  the  king,  **  to 
**  hca,*  a  grenadier  confefs  he  is  afraid  ;  as  for  me,  t  have  no  tear/* 
6cc  mftorical  Account bj  a  National  Guard,  p.  sS« 

4  *  exulta- 
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eaniltation  till  the  fate  of  the  day  was  decided.    As 
fbon  as  he  arrived,  the  king  feated  himfelf  by  the  fide 
of  the  prefident,  and  addrefled  the  aflembly  in  thefe 
words :  ^^  I  am  come  hither  to  prevent  a  great  crime* 
**  —^ Among  you,  gentlemen,  I  believe  myfetf  in 
««  fafety."     Guadet,  who  fat  as  prefident  pro  tern- 
porcy  replied,  "  You  may  rely.  Sire,  on  the  firmnefs 
**  of  the  national  aifembly ;  its  members  have  fworn 
**  to  die  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and 
'  *'  of  the  conjtituted  authorities.^*     The  royal  family 
relied  fo  implicitly  on  this  promife,  that  the  queea 
expreffed  her  fatisfadion  to  M.  d'Herviily,  a  Swifs 
ofEcer^  that  the  plans  for  their  efcape  had  been  re- 
jected.    The  prefldent  having  obferved  that  an  ar- 
ticle in    the  conftitution   forbad   the  afTembly   to 
continue  its  deliberations  in  prefence  of  the  king, 
his  majefty  defcended  to  the  bar,  where  his  family 
were  fitting ;  but  this  not  appearing  to  remove  the 
objection,  the  royal  family  and  their  attendants  were 
crowded  into  a  fmall  box,  fix  feet  fquare  and  eight 
feet  high,  fituated  behind  the  prefident's  chair,  and 
called  the  Loge  du  Logographe^  where  the  reporter* 
for  that  newfpaper  were  accuftomed  to  fit.     They 
had  fcarcely  taken  this  ftation  when  the  noife  of 
firing  was  heard,  occafioned  by  the  attack  on  the 
palace,  and  the  Vefiftance  of  the  Swifs.     The  king 
immediately  difpatched  M.  d'Hervilly  to  order  the 
$wifs  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  repair  to  the  aflem* 
biy ;  but  viftory  foon  declared  for  iht  fam-culottes^ 
and  pillage  and  maifacre  fpeedily  enfued. 
Sufpeiifion      l^he  aifembly  now  difclaimed  all  further  referve. 
of  the       Some  petitions  had  been  prefented  before  this  event, 
**"^*        requiring  the  king's  depofition ;  but  the  legiflative 
body  temporized  with  the  petitioners.     When  the 
danger  Was  removed,  they  received  the  deputations, 
which  thronged  in  prefenting  ridiculous  and  in- 
flammatory petitions,  with  fraternal  kindnefs,  and 
invitations  to  the  honors  of  the  fitting.     Finally, 
in  a  tunuiltuous  fitting,  where  lefs  than  three  hundred 
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deputies  were  mixed  lyith  a  countlefs  rabble  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  fome  in  rags,  fome  armed, 
fome  covered  with  blood,  and  uttering  dreadful 
imprecations,  the  aiTembly  proceeded  to  pronounce 
the  decree  for  fufpending  the  royal  fun^ons,  and 
calling  a  national  convention. 

During  this  day,  the  laft  in  which  Louis  was  lodigQi* 
diftinguimed  with  the  name  of  king,  he  fuftained  ^^** 
unexampled  indignities  with  calmnefs  and  triumphant 
courage.  When  the  conqueft  of  the  palace  was  cer- 
tain, not  only  the  mob,  but  fome  of  the  deputies,  in- 
fulted  the  king  and  royal  family  with  the  coarfeft  iiv> 
vedives.  One  man  leaned  over  the  rails  of  the  Loge 
du  Logographcj  and  with  his  hat  on,  placing  his  head 
near  the  king's,  reviled  him  with  every  term  of  abufe 
which  language  could  fupply ;  and  Chabot  took  oc-  ^ 
cafion  to  obferve,  that  all  the  miferies  of  the  country 
were  owing  to  the  perjuries  of  that  traitor  there, 
illuftrating  his  alTertion  by  pointing  at  the  king. 
To  give  a  plaufible  pretext  to  the  decree  of  fufpen- 
fion,  a  deputation  announced  that  the  palace  was 
on  fire,  and  that  the  ^flames  fliould  be  permitted  to 
rage  till  the  will  of  the  people  was  complied  with. 
Vergniaud,  who  was  the  prefident  pro  tempore^  pre- 
faced the  decree  with  an  hypocritical  declaration  of 
regret,  though  it  was  a  confummatlon  of  the  known 
wiihes  of  all  the  fafdon  with  whom  he  was  conneded. 
During  this  whole  day,  the  king  took  no  refreihment 
but  a  pea.ch  or  a  biTcuit,  and  a  glafs  of  water,  the  queen 
nothing  but  a  bafon  of  foup ;  on  the  fucceeding  days 
their  meals  were  fupplied  by  a  neighbouring  traiteuf. 

At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  unfortui^ate  nth, nth, 
fovereign  and  his  family  were  tiken  from  the  Lage  Treatment 
du  Logographe^  and  conveyed  to  a  fmall  apartment,  of  the 
confifting  of  four  rooms,  which  belonged  to  the"'®/*^**" 
archited  of  the  Feuillans.     On  the  enfuing .  days,  ^^  ^* 
the^  were  placed  in  the  fame  lege  as  before,  and  re- 
mamed  the  whole  day  expofed  to  the  heat  of  the 
fun,  to  the  infolence  of  the  aflembly  and  of  the 
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rabble^  and  to  imtnineiit  danger  of  ai&ffinadoiu 
This  danger  was^  durm^  tite  firft  day,  fo  alamung 
that  many  perlbns  thoagbt  the  maflacre  certain  }  and 
the  Mng  and  the  minifter$  pulled  up  the  iron  railing 
"Which  feparated  them  from  the  alfonbly,  Aat  they 
might  in  a  moment  take  refuge  ki  the  hall«  Thdr 
appreheniions  were  not  derived  from  flight  drcum* 
fiances,  as  the  aflembly  feemed  to  encourage  the 
mob  in  rhetr  ferocity ;  and  the  words  La  Mort  were 
chalked  in  large  letters  over  the  Loge  du  Loff^Bfhi. 
In  this  fituation  they  remained  from  Friday,  when 
they  firft  came  into  the  afiembly,  to  M<^day,  when 
diey  were  lent  to  prifon*  T%dr  guards  hod  been 
changed  for  fear  of  fedu&ion ;  and  fome  of  their 
friends  difinHTed  and  others  murdered. 
Their  tm.  It  was  at  firft  determined  to  confine  thcnn  in  the 
£ini°'  ^^^^  ^  ^^  minifter  of  juftice,  and  this  was  decreed  % 
but  Manuel  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  propofed  the 
Temple  as  their  prifon*  When  the  prefident  re« 
minded  him  of  the  decree  already  pafied,  he  replieilf 
that  in  the  houfe  of  the  minifter  of  jufUce,  the  de* 
partment  couM  not  be  anfwerable  for  the  fafety  of 
the  royal  family,  as  it  was  furrounded  by  odier 
houfes,  by  means  of  which  tfaehr  efcape  might  be 
efieded.  This  argument  was  admitted;  and  the 
tx)yal  prifoners  were  condu&ed  to  the  Temple  at  three 
o'clock  in  Ae  afternoon.  During  this  journey,  the 
concourfe  of  people  was  prodigious;  -theyinfifted 
that  the  glafles  of  the  carriage  fhould  be  kept  down 
to  indulge  a  brutal  and  malignant  curiofky.  Petion, 
vain  of  his  fituation,  and  perhaps  remembering  witll 
rancour  the  fuperior  diftindion  fhewn  to  Bamave 
during  the  journey  with  the  ropl  family,  in  their  re- 
turn mun  Varennes,  affeded  to  take  nmbrage  at 
the  <}ueen^s  manner  of  furveyin^  the  ptople,  and 
defired  her  to  look  with  more  mildnefs^  "Aie  mob 
ihouted  Tv\)e  la  Natim  !  and  infulted  Ae  prHbncra 
with  every  fpecies  of  fcurrility ;  but  they  stained 
^m  a6a  of  violoKe,  and  die  carriage  iutived  In 

fafety 
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fifety  at  die  Tempk.  Pedon  condu6bd  the  king  ti^ 
an  aportmeut,  where  he  informed  him  he  was  to 
fieep.  The  kkg  obfetred,  that  he  fuppoled  he 
Iho^ld,  at  leaft,  be  allowed!^  to  (leq>  vdiere  he  pleafed. 
^  No/^  repliei  the  Jacobin  mayor,  *^  this  h  your 
^^'bed-room,  and  here  you  are  to  fleep.  Such  are 
^  the  commaads  of  the  people  V 

From  the  moment  of  the  kmg's  fuipeaiion,  every  Am  ofcd 
art  was  ufed  to  inflkme  the  pubuc,  and  give  a  bias  Mn^iw 
to  their  iendmeats  unfiivourable  to  royalty*  Papers  people. 
fimnd,  or  pretended  to  have  been  found,  in  the 
Ipalace,  were  published  and  commented  on  with  the 
inoft  virulent  malignity  ".  Innumerable  arrefts  took 
place,  in  whidi  every  one  was  included  who  was 
kmnm  to  profefs  any  attachment  to  the  royal  family, 
-or  who  was  fufpeded  to  have  been  at  the  Tuilleries 
on  die  ninth  or  tenth  of  Auguft ".  The  garden 
^aad  ftreet  orators  harangued  with  more  than  tifual 
'mrarmth  and  violence  againft  the  treachery  of  die 
king,  and  the  profligacy  of  the  queen.  The  theatres 
werecompdldd  to  anift  m  the  iame  caufe,  where  pieces 
Tacommen^g  republicamim,  and  inculcating  red* 
ode,  w^e  prelented  mc^  frequently,  and  with  the 
greateft  applaufe  ^ ;  and  the  form  or  prayer  for  the 
royal  fimUy  was  banidied  from  the  liturgy  f".  In 
virtue  of  a  proclamation  from  the  feftion  o(  Mat- 
foUes,  every  emblem  of  royalty,  every  fign  on  which 

<  In  tlw  narrative  I  hare  only  defcribed  tb«  tenth  of  Atigiift,  fo  far 
as  its  eventi  tfkSted  the  royal  f^unily.  For  further  details  refpe^ipg 
ihe  confpiracy  v^ich  produced  the  infurreftioh,  and  the  horrors  which 
Mkliwd,  Sat  BatsaoT*  The  particulara  I  have  given  art  derived 
&9m  tkt  Dobaiet  and  Hiftoriet.  From  Peltier's  late  PiAure  of  Paris, 
vol.  i.  Fanners  Review*  Account  of  the  Revolt  and  Maflacre. 
Hillbrical  and  Political  Account  by  a  National  Guard.  Hiftoire  de 
la  ConftHiadon  do  10  i^t>ar,  par  M.  Bigot  de  St.  Croix.  Con|uratton 
dcd*OrleanSy  voL  iti.  p.  iS6yet  feq.  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  i.  from 
tcginotng  to  p«  194..  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  496.  Bertrand*a 
Private  Memoirt,  vol.  iii.  p*  63. 

•  Fennera  Review,  p.  4191    Pehicr^s  lata  Figure,  vol.  ii.  p.  77* 
■  HiUbries. 

•  Moort^a  Jourail,  Tol*  i«  p*  107, 
P  IdiiB*  p»  a9l« 

was 


9A  MEMOIRS  OP 

was  the  portrait  of  a  king,  all  the  bufts  of  impnltA 
traitors,  as  la  Fayette,  Mirabeau,  Necker,  were  pulled 
down,  and  demoliihiod.     All  the  pieces  of  fculpture 
which  omamemed  the  porches  or  other  parts  of 
palaces,  churches,  or  private  or  public  buildings^ 
and  came  within  the  meaning  of  the  proclamation; 
were  hewn  down.     The  words  iing.^  prince^  royaty 
monarchy    Bourboriy    &c.    were  effaced  throughout 
Paris,  and  the  names  of  ftreets,  fquares,  and  bridges 
underwent  a  conformable  alteration*     A  decree  was 
obtained,  from  the  afiembly  on  petition,  that  the 
monuments  and  (tatues  of  kings  (hould  be  converted 
into  cannon.     The  virtues  of   Henry  IV.  fo  late 
the  idol  of  the  populace^  could  not  atone  for  the 
crime  of  his  having  been  a  king.     His  charador 
fufpended  for  a  moment  the  refolution  of  the  d^ 
molifliers,  but  the  recoUedion  of  royalty  came. to 
their  aid ;  the  rope  was   put  about  his  neck,  aiid 
he  was  tumbled  from  his  pedeftal  anudft  the  fliouts 
of  the  mob  ^.     A  new  coinage  was  alfo  decreed,  ia 
which  the  emblem  of  liberty,  with  the  legend.  Liberty y 
Equality^  was  fubflituted  tor  the  king  s  head ;   the 
date  was  altered  to  the  firit  year  of  Liberty,  aod  oa 
the  reverfe  was  an  oak  crown '. 
Decrees  Before  the  king  departed  from  the  affembly  it 

th?kfn"^  was  decreed,  that  he  and  his  family  were  confidea  to 
imprifon-  '^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  virtues  of  the  citixens  (f  Parity 
nent.  and  Manuel  had  promifed,  that  in  his  removal  to 
the  Temple,  he  fhould  be  treated  with  all  the  ref^eSt 
due  to  misfortune  \  To  appreciate  thofe  virtues,  and 
that  refpedl,  it  is  neceflary  to  defcribe  with  fome 
minutenefs,  the  place  where  the  royal  family  were 
incarcerated,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
treated  during  their  confinement  ^ 

4  FennersReview,  p.  403.     DebateSi  &c. 

'  Peltier**  late  Figure,  vol.  ii.  p*  135. 

*  Debates.     Moore*s  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  96. 

'  The  following  defcription  U  traiiflatcd  fr«in  MoDtjoye'a  Eloge^ 

p.  110.  s 
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«*  The  Temple  is  a  divifion  of  fmall  extent,  fituate  P^^"^^^^ 
at  the  north-eadft  extremity  of  Paris.  It  forms  an  irre-  xempie, 
gular  inclofure,  and  at  its  greatefl  length  and  breadth,  a^d  of  the 
does  not  exceed  an  hundred  fathoms.     It  is  ifolated,  ^^^^^^ 
that  is  to  fay,  forms  a  little,  feparate  city,  the  gates  pf  the  n>yil 
which  are  (hut  every  night.  Within  the  walls  debtors  ^«»yy« 
were  ufed  to  feek  a  refuge ;  and  therefore  to  multiply 
lodgings,  and  accommodate  a  greater  number 'of 
people,  the  whole  fpace  was  divided  into  fmall  nar<« 
row  ftreets.    The  throng  of  inhabitants  rendered^ 
the  Temple  peculiarly  dirty,  unhealthy,  mean  and 
melancholy.    In  one  of  the  angles  of  ttus  inclofure 
was  fituate  the  palace  of  the  grand  prior  of  the  order 
of  Templars.     I  call  it  a  palace  in  compliance  with 
the  ufual  phrafe ;  but  the  palace  was  not  in  appear* 
ance  or  extent  diftinguifliable  from  the  houfe  of  aa 
iadKidual  of  moderate  fortune.     It  was  built  be- 
tween a  narrow  court  and  a  very  fmall  garden. 
Amongfl  the  mif-(hapen  and  Gothic  piles  which  were 
contiguous  might  be  diftinguifhed  an  elevated  tower^ 
fquare,   and  flanked  with  fmall  turrets,  called  the 
Great  Tower. 

^  This  tower  is  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
high,  and  confifts  of  four  ftories  arched,  and  fup- 
ported  in  the  middle  by  a  great  pillar  from  the  bot^ 
torn  to  the  top.  The  area,  within  the  walls,  was 
about  thirty  feet  fquare  \  This  was  the  place  def« 
tbed  by  the  municipal  officers  of  P4ais  to  be  the 
prifon  of  Louis  XVI.  and  his  family.  The  Baftille 
prefented  nothing  equal  in  horrors  to  the  tower  of 
the  Temple.  Great  expence  was  incurred  to  ren« 
der  this  prifon  additionally  gloomy.  Fkrt  of  the  pa* 
lace,  and  all  the  buildings  adjoining  to  the  tower 
were  pulled  down,  fo  that  it  remained  perfeflly  ifo« 
hted. .  Around  the  foot  of  the  tower  was  dug  a 
widea  deep  ditch.    That  part  of  the  garden  which 

*  Clcry'^Joumaly  p.  yt. 
YOL.  !•  •  H  was 
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utras  referved  for  the  augufl:  prifoners  to  walk  in, 
was  enclofed  by  high  walls,  fo  that  the  tower,  built 
in  a  clofe  fituation,  where  the  circulation  of  air  was 
impeded,  became  ftill  more  damp  and  unhealthy. 
The  ftaircafe,  leading  to  the  king's  apartment,  was 
divided  by  fix  wickets,  far  more  hideous  than  thofe 
which  are  feen  in  other  prifons.     The  doors  were  fo 
low  and  fo  narrow,  that  it  was  necelfary  to  bend 
double,  and  move  fide-ways  to  clear  the  threfliold. 
Thefe  doors  were  of  iron,  and  furniflied  with  maffy 
bolts  ;  they  made  a  melancholy  and  terrifying  noife 
in  turning  on  their  hinges.     They  were  always  kept 
fliut,  and  a  perfon  who  prefented  himfelf  at  one  was 
obliged  to  wait  till  it  was  clofed  again>  before  he 
Gould  make  his  progrefs  through  another.     At  the 
foot   of  the  ftaircafe  there  was  a  feventh  wicket, 
with  an  iron  door,  fo  heavy,  that  to  place  it  on  its 
hinges  required  the  exertion  of  feveral  men.     The 
outer  door  of  the  king's  apartment  was  alfo  of  iron. 
A  guard  of  three  hundred  men  watched  night  and 
day  about  this  prifon.     It  may  be  fuppofed  that  this 
work  of  inhumanity  could  not  be  inftantly  com- 
pleted ;  but  fuch  great  impatience  was  fhewn  to  fhut 
up  the  king  in  this  tower,  that  they  would  not  wait 
till  the  chains  for  his  detention  fi^ere  completely 
£3rged.     Till  the  tower  could  be  prepared,  he  inha- 
bited a  part  of  the  palace  of  the  Templd    In  hif 
hours  of  exercife,  the  unfortunate  prince  furveyed 
the  preparation  of  the  tomb,  in  which  he  and  his 
liimily  were  to  be  buried  alive.     Yet  he  always 
nwntained  the  fame  un^terable  mildnefs,  examin- 
ing thefe  horrible  preparations  with  heroic  patience. 
He  uttered  no  complaint ;  once  only,  this  obferva- 
tion  efcaped  him  :'  "  Ah !  gentlemen,  what  expence 
'*  and  contrivance  thrown  away !  Be  aflured,  I  have 
•f .  no  thought  of  efcaping  **.'* 

•*  Abeut 
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**  About  the  middle  of  September,  to  the  great 
joj  of  his  jailors,  the  king  was  immured  in  this 
dreary  tower. 

"  The  fecond  and  third  ftories,  allotted  to  the 
royal  family,  being,  as  were  all  the  other  ftories, 
fingle  rooms,  they  were  now  each  divided  into  fouf 
chambers  by   partitions  of  boards.      The  ground 
floor  was  for  the  ufe  of  the  municipal  officers  j  the 
iirft  ftory  was  kept  as  a  guard  room ;  and  the  king 
was  lodged  in  the  fecond.     The  firft  room  of  his 
apartments  was  an  antichamber,  from  which  three 
doors  led  to  three  feparate  rooms.     Oppofite  the 
cDtrance  was  the  king's  chamber,  in  which  a  bed 
was  placed  for  the  dauphin  ;  Clery's  was  on  the 
left;    fo  was  the  dining-room,  which  was  divided 
from  the  anti-chamber  by  a  glazed  partition.    There 
was  a  chimney  in  the  king  s  chamber :  the  other 
rooms  were  warmed  by  a  great  ftove  in  the  anti-« 
chamber.    The  light  was  admitted  into  each  of  thefe 
rooms  by  windows,  but  thofe  were  blocked  up  with 
great  iron  bars  and  flanting  fcreens  on  the  outfide^ 
which  prevented  a  free  circulation  of  the  air :  the 
embrafures  of  the  windows  were  nine  feet  thick. 
Every  ftory  of  the  Great  Tower  communicated  with 
&ur  turrets  built  at  the  angles.     In  one  of  thefei 
turrets   was  a  ftaircafe  that  went  up  as  far  as  the 
batdeaients,  and  on  which  the  feven  wickets  were 
placed.   This  ftaircafe  opened  on  every  floor  through 
two  gates :     the    Ifirft    of    oak,    very  thick    and 
ftudded  with  nails ;  the  fecond  of  iron«     Another 
of   the    turrets    formed    a    clofet   to   the  kmg*« 
diamber  (    the    third  ferved  for  a    water-clofet ; 
and  in  the  fourth  was  kept  the  fire-wood,   where 
alio  the  temporary  beds,    on    which    the    muni-^ 
dpal   dficCTs  flept  near  the  king,  were  depofited 
in  the  day-time.     The  four  rooms,  of  which  the 
kii^s  apartments  confifted,  had  a  falfe  ceiling  of 

ck>th,  and  the  partitions  were  hung  with  a  coloured 

paper.     The  antichamber  had  the  appearance  of 
^  *H «  the 
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the  interior  of  a  jail,  and  on  one  of  the  panneU  was 
hung  the  declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  in  very 
large  charafters,  with  a  tri-coloured  frame.     A  cheft 
of  drawers,  a  fmall  bureau,  four  chairs  with  cufliions, 
an  armed  chair,  a  few  ruih-bottomed  chairs>  a  table, 
a  glafs  over  the  chimney,  and  a  green  dan\a(k  bed, 
were  all  the  furniture  of  the  king's  chamber :  thefc 
articles,  as  well  as  what  were  in  the  other  rooms, 
were  taken  from  the  Temple  Palace.     The  king's 
bed  was  that  in  which  the  count  d'Artois,  captain 
of  the  guards,  ufed  to  fleep.     The  queen  occupied 
the  third  (lory,  which  was  dlftributed  in  much  the 
fame  manner  as  the  king's.     The  bedchamber  for 
the  queen  and  madame  royale  was  above  his  ma- 
jcfly's :   in  the  turret  was  their  clofet.      Madame 
Elizabeth's  room  was  over  Clery's.     The  entrance 
ferved  for  an   antichamber,  where  the  municipal 
officers  watched  by  day  and  flept  at  night.     The 
fourth  ftory  was  not  occupied.     A  gallery  ran  all 
along  within  the  battlements,  which  fometimes  ferved 
as  a  walk.     The  embrafures  were  ftopt  up  with 
blinds,  to  prevent  the  family  from  feeing  or  being 
feen. 
Manner  of      The  king  ufually  rofe  at  fix  in  the  morning  ^ :  he 
liaiTing  the  {haved  himfelf,  aiid  Clery  dreifed  his  hair ;  he  thea 
***^*  went  to  his  reading-room,  which  being  very  fmall, 

the  municipal  officer  on  duty  remainea  in  the  bed* 
chamber  with  the  door  open,  that  he  might  always 
keep  the  king  in  fight.  Soon  after  the  king  was 
up,  he  read  the  form  of  prayer  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  ;  and,  as  mafs  had  not  been  permitted 
at  the  Temple,  even  on  holidays,  he  commanded 
Clery  to  purchafe  a  t)reviary,  fuch  as  was  ufed  in  the 
diocefe  of  Paris.  This  monarch  wa€  of  a  religious 
turn ;  but  his  religion,  pure  and  enlightend^  never 
encroached  upon  his  other  duties. 

Tlis  majefty  continued  praying  on  his  knees  for 
five  or  fix  minutes,  and  then  read  till  nine  o^dock. 

c  TbeCc^arckulart  are  copied  froitf  Ckry's  Joorosl^  f  •  4t.  lO). 

Books 
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JBooks  of  travels ;  Montefquieu's  Works  ;  thofe  of 
Buffon ;  De  Pluche's  SpeSlacle  de  la  Nature  ;  Humc'i? 
Hiftory  of  England,  in  Englifh  ;  on  the  Imitation  of 
Chrift,  in  Latin ;  TaiTo,  in  Italian ;  and  French 
plays,  were  what  he  ufually  read  from  his  firft  being 
lent  into  confinement.  He  devoted  four  hours  a- 
day  to  Latin  authors. 

While  the  king  was  thus  engaged,  Clery,  after 
putting  his  chamber  to  rights,  and  preparing  the 
breakfaft,  went;  down  to  the  queen,  who  never 
opened  her  door  till  he  arrived,  in  or^er  to  prevent 
the  municipal  officer  from  going  into  her  apartment. 
He  dreffed  the  prince,  and  combed  the  queen^s  hair^ 
then  went  and  did  the  fame  for  madame  royale  and 
madame  Elizabeth.  This  fervice  afforded  one  of 
the  opportunities  Clery  had  of  communicating  to 
the  queen  and  pnnceifes  whatever  be  learnt ;  for 
when  they  found  by  a  iign  that  he  had  fomething 
to  fay,  one  of  them  kept  the  municipal  officer  in  talk, 
to  divert  his  attention. 

At  nine  o'clock  the  king  and  his  fon  were  fum* 
moned  to  bieikfaft  :  Clery  attended  them.  He  af- 
terwards dreffed  the  hair  of  the  queen  and  princefles, 
and  by  the  queen*s  orders  taught  madame  roy- 
ale to  drcfs  hair.  While  Clery  was  doing  this,  the 
king  played  at  drafts  or  chefs,  fometimes  with  the 
queen,  fometimes  with  madame  Elizabeth.  Clery 
alfo  put  the  queen  and  the  princeffes*  chambers  to 
rights  *. 

At 

#  In  this  Cleijr  W9$  adiflet]  by  TiflTon  iind  his  wife,  the  only  kind  of 
work  in  which  they  gave  him  any  hf'Ip.  It  was  nut  {or  this  fervice  uniy 
Iharth^re  people  were  placed  in  the  Tower;  a  more  important  paitwas 
afligned  them  ;  they  were  to  ohferve  whatever  eicapcd  the  vigilance  of 
the  commiflioiievs  of  tlie  municipality,  and  even  to  inform  agai'nik 
thofe  ofiicers  themfclves.  1  hey  were  alio  doubtlefs  imcndcd  to 
be  made  ufeful  in  the  perpetration  of  whatever  crimes  might  enter  into 
the  plan  of  thote  who  had  appointed  ihem  )  for  the  woman,  who  then 
appeared  of  a  mild  difpotition,  and  ftooil  in  great  awe  of  her  hulhand, 
afterwards  betrayed  herfelf  in  an  infamous  c^ccufation  of  the  queen,  at 
the  conclufion  •(  which  fhe  was  feised  with  fiti  of  madQcfs :  and  a*  fur 

«  H  3  TdTon* 
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At  ten  o'clock  the  king  and  the  family. went  down 
to  the  queen's,  chamber,  and  there  paiTed  the  day. 
He  employed  himfelf  in  educating  his  fon ;  made 
him  write  paffages  from  CQrnielle  and  Racine ;  gave 
him  leffons  in  geogrr.phy,  and  cxercifed  him  in  cor 
louriijg  the  maps.  The  prince's  early  quicknefs  of 
apprchenfion  fully  repaid  the  fond  cares  of  the  king* 
He  had  fo  happy  a  memory,  that  on  a  map,  covered 
over  with  a  blank  flieet  of  paper,  he  could  point  out 
the  departments,  dillrii5ts,  towns,  and  courfes  of  the 
rivers.  It  wa§  the  new  geography  of  France,  which 
the  king  taught  him.  The  queen,  on  her  part,  was 
employed  in  the  education  of  her  daughter ;  and 
jhefe  dift'erem  leffons  lafted  till  eleven  o'clock*  The 
^  remaining  hour  till  noon  was  paffed  in  needle^work, 

knitting,  or  making  tapedry.  At  noon,  the  queea 
and  princeflls  retired  to  inadame  Elizabeth's  chamr 
ber  to  change  their  drefs  :  no  municipal  officer  went 
in  with  them. 

At  one  o'clock,  when  the  weather  was  fine,  the 
yoyal  family  were  conduced  to  the  garden  by  four 
municipal  officers  and  the  commander  of  a  legion  of 
the  national  guards.  A  great  number  of  workmen 
being  employed  in  the  Temple,  pulling  down  houfes 
and  raifmg  new  walls,  the  only  walk  allowed  was  a 
part  of  that  under  the  great  chefnut-trees.  Being 
permitted  to  attend  on  thefe  occafions,  Clery  en- 
•gaged  the  young  prince  to  play,  fometimes  at  foot- 
ball, fometimes  at  coits,  at  racing,  and  other  a£tive 
Iports. 

At  two  they  returned  to  the  Tower,  where  Clery 
ferved  the  dinner.  The  royal  table  was  abundaiftly 
fupplied,  lefs  from  motives  of  refpeft  for  the  mo- 


Tiffbn,  who  had  formerly  been  i  ciiftom-houfe  officer  of  the  loweft 
rank,  he  was  an  old  fellow  of  a  ferocious  temper,  incupablr  of  pity,  and 
'a  ftranger  lo  every  fentimeiit  of  humanity.  'I'he  confpirators  iteiucd 
determined  to  pUce  the  molt  vicious  and  degraded  of  maiikind  near 
ihe  molt  viicuous  and  auguih 

narch. 
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oarch)  than  of  kindnefs  for  the  commif&oners  ;  who 
made  daily  vifits  to  the  Temple  to  take  their  meals '. 
This  is  rendered  more  probable  by  the  motion  which 
Jaques  Roux,  a  conftitutional  pritft,  made  in  the 
commune  ;  he  faid,  "  I  propofe  that  Louis  fliall  be 
*•  dieted,  kept  upon  bread  and  water,  till  his  head 
"  is  cut  off/*  At  dinner-time,  Santerre  the  brewer, 
who  was  commander  in  chief  of  the  national  guards 
of  Paris,  regularly  came  every  day  to  the  Temple, 
attended  by  two  aid-de-camps.  He  mmutely  ex- 
amined the  different  rooms;  the  king  fometimes 
fpoke  to  him,  but  the  queen  never.  After  dinner 
the  royal  family  withdrew  to  the  queen's  chamber, 
where  their  majefties  ufually  played  a  party  of  piquet 
or  tric-*trac ;  the  dauphin  and  his  After  went  into  the 
antichamber  to  play  at  battledore  tmd  fhuttlecock,  va  ' 
Siam,  or  fome  other  game.  Madame  Elizabeth  was 
always  with  them,  and  generally  fat  at  a  table  with  a 
book  in  her  hand. 

Clefy  ftayed  with  them  too,  and  fometimes  read,  at 
which  time  he  fat  down  in  obedience  to  their  orders. 
This  difperfibn  of  the  royal  family  often  perplexed 
the  two  municipal  officers  on  guard,  who,  anxious 
;not  to  leave  the  king  and  queen  alone,  were  ftiU 
more  fo  not  to  leave  one  another,  fo  great  was  their 
diftruft.  This  was  the  time  Madame  Elizabeth  took 
to  afk  Clery  queftions,  or  give  him  orders.  Ke  both 
liilened  to  her,  and  anfwered,  without  taking  hk 
eyes  from  the  book  in  his  band,  that  he  might  not 

«  Toulan,  1  member  of  tl>o  conncil  of  fhr  cenimune,  mndc  the 
following  obfervations  on  the  fubjc^  :  **  The  table  at  the  T^ntplc  fee ms 
**  to  be  a  table  for  the  commune,  A  ituinhM*  tA  citizms,  wiihnuT  ari/ 
••  other  pretence  than  that  of  havinrr  been  commiiTiotiers,  aMcnd  theie 
**  t»  eai,  infomuch  tha%  one  evening  when  we  ought  only  to  have 
**  beciieight,  we  fare  down  ninvtieii.  Defirous  to  remedy  this  abufe, 
^  we  named  commifTioners  to  inquire  into  it  ;  hut  rliry  only  went  to 
**  the  Temple /0 /tff.  The  counci!,  out  of  p^itience  that  the ie  com. 
"  miflioneis  miide  no  report,  appointed  itew  or.tr»,  hur  :dier  the  cxam^ 
**  pie  of  the  firft,  they  only  went  to  the  Teniple  u  eat.  If  we  go  on  in 
**  thit  maaacry  we  Ikall  all  go  tli«  Temple  /o  eat.*     Eloge,  &c« 

*  H  4  be    . 
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be  furprifed  by  the  municipal  officer?.  The  dauphin 
and  Madame  Royale,  inftrufted  by  their  aunt,  faci- 
litated thefe  converfations  by  being  noify  in  their 
play,  and  often  made  figns  to  her  that  the  officers 
were  coming. 

At  four  o'clock  the  king  lay  down  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes, the  family,  with  books  in  their  hands,  fitting 
round  him,'  and  keeping  profound  filence  while  he 
llept.  What  a  fight!  a  monarch  perfecuted  by 
hatred  and  calumny,  fallen  from  his  throne  into  a 
prifon,  yet  fupported  by  the  purity  of  his  mind,  and 
enjoying  the  peaceful  (lumbers  of  the  good. 

On  the  king's  waking,  the  converfation  was  re- 
fumed  ;  and  he  would  make  Clery  fit  by  him,  while 
he  taught  his  fon  to  write.  The  copies  Clery  fet 
were  chofen  by  himfelf  from  the  works  of  Montef- 
quieu,  and  other  celebrated  authors.  When  this 
leflbn  was  over,  Clery  attended  the  young  prince  to 
madame  Elizabeth's  chamber,  where  he  played  at 
ball  or  fhuttlecock. 

In  the  evening  the  family  fat  round  a  table,  while 
the  queen  read  to  them  from  books  of  hiftory,  or 
other  works  proper  to  inftruft  and  amufe  her  child- 
ren,  in  v^hich  (he  often,  unexpeftedly,  met  with 
fituations  correfpondent  to  her  own,  that  gave  birth 
to  very  aHlifling  refledions.  Madame  Elizabeth 
took  the  book  in  her  turn,  and  in  this  manner  they 
read  till  eight  o'clock.  Clery  ^hen  gave  the  prince 
his  fupper  in  madame  Elizabeth's  chamber,  during 
which  the  family  looked  on,  and  the  king  took  plea- 
fure  in  divertiiig  the  children,  by  making  them  guefs 
riddles  in  a  coUeftion  of  the  Mercure  de  FrancCy 
which  he  had  found  in  the  library! 

After  the  dauphin  had  fupped, Clery  undreffed  him, 
and  the  queen  heard  him  fay  his  prayers ;  he  faid  one 
in  "particular  for  the  princefs  deLamballe;  and  in 
another  he  begged  of  God  to  proteft  the  life  of  the 
marchionefs  de  Tourzel,  his  governefs.  When  the 
municipal  officers  were  too  near,  the  prince,  of  his 

own 
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own  accord,  had  the  precaution  to  fay  thefe  two 
prayers  in  a  low  voice.  They  were  out  of  their 
light  only  two  or  three  minutes,  juft  before  Clery 
put  him  to  bed ;  and  if  he  had  any  thing  to  com« 
municate  to  the  queen,  Clery  took  tnat  opportunity* 
He  acquainted  her  with  the  contents  of  the  journals* 
When  they  were  no  longer  permitted  in  the  Tower, 
a  newfman,  fent  on  purpofe,  ufed  to  come  every 
night  at  feven  o'clock,  and  ftanding  near  the  waU 
by  the  fide  of  the  Round  Tower  in  the  Temple 
cnclofure,  read,  feveral  times  oyer,  an  account  of  all 
that  had  been  paffing  at  the  national  convention,  at 
the  commune,  and  in  the  armies.  Clery,  placin;j 
faimfelf  in  the  king's  reading-room,  liftened,  and  with 
the  advantage  of  perfefb  filence,  remembered  all  he 
heard. 

At  nine  the  king  went  to  fupper ;  while  the  queen 
and  madame  Elizabeth  took  it  in  turns  to  ftay  with 
the  dauphin ;  and  as  Clery  carried  them  whatever 
they  wanted  from  the  table,  it  afforded  another  op- 
portunity of  fpeaking  to  them  without  witneffes- 

After  fupper  the  king  went  for  a  moment  to  the 
queen's  chamber,  (hook  hands  with  her  and  her  lif- 
ter for  the  night,  and  kiffed  his  children ;  then  go- 
ing to  his  own  apartment,  he  retired  to  the  turret- 
room,  where  he  fat  reading  till  midnight.  The 
queen  and  the  princeffes  locked  themfeWes  in,  and 
one  of  the  municipal  officers  remained  in  the  little 
room  which  parted  their  chambers,  where  he  paffed 
the  night ;  the  other  followed  his  ma jefty. 

Clery  then  made  up  his  bed  near  the  king's ;  but 
his  majefly,  before  he  went  to  reft,  waited  to  know 
who  was  the  new  municipal  officer  on  duty  ;  and  if 
he  had  never  feen  him,  commanded  Clery  to  inquire 
bis  name.  The  municipal  officers  were  relieved  at 
eleven  o- clock  in  the  morning,  five  in  the  afternoon^ 
and  at  midnight. 

At  night,  after  bed«time,  the  municipal  officers 
ranged  their  beds  in  the  antlchamber  in  fuch  a  man* 

ncf 
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ner  as  to  block  up  his  majefty^s  door.  They  alio 
locked  one  of  the  doors  in  Clery's  room,  by  which 
he  could  have  gone  into  the  king's  and  took  away 
the  key  ;  fo  that  if  his  majefty  happened  to  call  him 
in  the  night,  he  was  forced  to  pafs  through  the  anti* 
chamber,  bear  their  ill-humour,  and  wait  till  they 
chofe  to  get  up. 
«<!Sept.  Before  the  confinement  of  the  royal  family  in 
•hTroyai"  fhefe  apartments,  they  had  frefh  occafion  to  con* 
laniiy.  template  an  example  of  Parifian  ferocity  ia  the  maf- 
•facrcs  of  September.  Great  fears  were  entertained 
for  their  fafety  during  thofe  days ;  but  the  commif- 
fioners  on  duty  fucceeded  in  preventing  the  mob 
from  executing  any  ferocious  projeft  with  which 
their  leaders  might  have  infpired  them.  But  though 
they  were  reftrained  from  violence,  they  committed 
an  aft  gf  brutality,  from  which  the  moft  unenlight- 
ened favages  would  have  recoiled  with  horror.  The 
head  of  the  princeis  de  Lamballc,  carried  on  a  pike, 
and  her  heart  above  it,  were  paraded  before  the 
windows  of  the  Temple.  The  queen  inftantly  fainted, 
and  both  ibe  and  the  prkicefs  Elizabeth  were  taken 
extremely  ilK.  Two  commiffi oners  were  with  the  king; 
one  of  them,  hearing  the  fhouts,  and  recognizing 
the  head,  invited  him  to  fee  a  curious  exhibition^ 
The  king  was  advancing  towards  the  window,  when 
the  other  commiflioner  interpofed,  faying  that  the 
fight  was  too  fhocking  ;  and  placing  his  hand  before 
his  eyes,  prevented  liim  from  feeing  it.  The  king  after* 

f  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  i.  pw  31$.  Pf)tiei*8latePiAttrr,vol.u.  p.  )i8. 
Cltry.  I  rtgiet  thai  a  Biitifh  officer  flutild  have  difgiaced  humnnity 
by  an  extenuation  of  tht  iit7iTtd  l*ctne>  of  t!>e(c  Jay^.  I  had  niadearcfi»» 
iution  not  to  advert  to  his  woik,  but  >n  thw  catc  the  niilrcprefenlaiioii 
\%  fogrcf^,  and  ihe  author  has  related  tlie  fa^s  with  To  imich  indccarou^ 
biiffoontry,  that  indignntion  compels  notice,  and  fdence  would  be 
culpable.  He  fays  rhat  the  bleeding  bead  of  the  ptincefs  de  Lam- 
balie  was  raiTcd  upon  a  pike,  with  hat  hcsiri  as  o  met k  torcrM  a^cvt  it  ^ 
fhat  the  queen  did  not  drop  a  tear  ori»ot:in  the  vi^iin  of  attaclimenr, 
but  rofe  above  private  reniibiiity,  and  on  the  mob  retiring',  took  her 
Itat  appartntiy  unaffeSed^  and  picked  a  bt)hch  of  grapes  with  the  gitsteft 
fangfwoid,    bee  JnriKi'i  Extenuation^  p.  25^  and  no)e* 
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vards  related  this  anecdote  to  M.  de  Maleiherbes, 
who  requefted  the  names  of  the  commiffioners ;  he 
told  that  of  the  humane  man,  without  hefitation,  but 
declined  mentioning  the  other,  alleging,  "that  it  could 
"  do  him  no  credit  at  that  time ;  and  might  poffi- 
"  bly,  at  fome  future  period  bring  him  to  trouble*. 

It  is  faid,  that  at  this  period  Louis  was  perfuaded  R^p<'rt  of 
by  Petlon,    Kerfaint,  and  Manuel,  to  write  to  the  Vriting^to 
king  of  Pruflia,   requefting  him  to  withdraw   his  ii»ekingof 
forces  from  the  French  territory,  and  that  he  was  ^'^^^^* 
promifed,  that  on  this  condition  his  own  life  and  the 
lires  o£  his  family  (hould  be  faved  **•     This  account, 
however,  is  difproved  by  Clery. 

The  firft  public  aft  of  the  national  convention  nil  Sept. 
was  the  abolition  of  royalty ;  this  meafure  was  an-  ^^^^yjl^*" 
nounced  to  the  king  by  Manuel,  who  received  this 
patriotic  anfwer :  "  If  the  French  people  are  really 
*'  happier  under  a  republican  government,  than  uii- 
^*  der  a  monarchy,  their  happinefs  will  prove  a  fuffici- 
*^  cnt  compenfation  for  all  my  facrifices  '/*  When 
this  point  had  been  obtained,  a  virulent  and  cla- 
morous party  fpeedily  arofe  in  the  convention,  who 
demanded  his  trial,  or  rather  his  execution  without 
a  trial ;  and  perfevered  till  their  efforts  were  crowned 
with  fuccefs. 

Notwithftanding  the  exertions  of  the  king's  ene-  increafing 
mies  in  traducing  his  chaiafter,  they  appear  to  have  '«"«>"••  ff 
been  actuated  by  a  conftant  dread  left  his  virtues  enerai«? 
(hould  be  acknowledged  by  the  people,  and  occa- 
fion  a  return  of  humanity  and  aflfeftion.  Thus,  after 
the  abolition  of  royalty,  they  inceffantly  laboured  to 
take  advantage  of  petty  circumftances  to  degrade 
and  render  him  unpopular.   Their  firft  effort  was  di-  ^ 
refted  againft  a  clock,  which  was  infcribed  with  the 
maker's  name,  and  the  addition  of  clock-maker  to  the 
hng ;  a  wafer  was  placed  over  the  word  king,  that 

t  Eloee*  p.  13^4    Moore^t  Journal^  vol.  ii«  p.  ^tj. 

^  Pdgety  vol.  ii.  p«  44.. 

^  lknraiick*t  Memoirs,  vol*  i*  p*  ^ 

it 
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It  might  no  more  be  remembered  *"•  His  ftar  zxiti 
Tibhsmd^'  were  fuccefsful  topics  oF  animadverfion^ 
and  were  deemed  improper  ornaments^  after  the 
abolition  of  royalty ;  a  deputation  of  the  commune 
attended  the  king  to  require  that  he  fiiould  defift 
from  wearing  them,  and  he  yielded  wkh  raaniy  in** 
difference*.  Even  the  mifery  and  difgrace  which 
the  republicans  themfelves  had  occafioned,  were  in>» 
puted  to  the  monarch  as  crimes.  On  the  tenth  of 
Augud,  the  pillage  of  the  palace  wa^  fo  complete^ 
that  the  royal  family  had  not  even  a  change  of 
appareL  The  king  was  obliged  to  accept  q§,  ibm^ 
from  his  valets-de-chambre,  Chamilly  and  Hue,  and 
in  order  to  fupply  the  immediate  wants  of  his  queen 
and  fifter,  to  require  a  loan  of  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  twenty-fix  livres^  (no/.  *oj.  5//.)  fron^ 
Petion^  '  The  Jacobin  mayor  had  not  the  delicacy 
to  keep  the  tranfaftion  a  lecret ;  but  the  king's  re- 
ceipt, with  an  infulting  comment  from  the  editor,  was 
publifhed  in  Condor cet's  paper,  /e  Chronique  dePariJ^. 
From  the  day  of  the  king's  captivity,  it  had  been 
a  favourite  proje£l  with  hi$  enemies  to  feparate  him 
from  the  queen.  A  petition  to  this  efied  was  read 
in  the  aiTembly  foon  after  the  tenth  of  Auguft ;  and 
in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  month  a  member  again  in- 
troduced the  fubjed  in  terms  offenfive  to  humanity''. 


k  Eloge,  |>.  915*  Clery.  '  Moore*i  Joiim«I»Tq)»  ii.  |k  s^t^. 

1"  Idem,  p.  370.  Lady  Gower,  the  ducheft  de  Grammont,  and 
the  (Hike  de  Choiieiil»  at  firft  fupplied  (he  royal  family  with  af  feW 
fiecefliuiesy  but  this  periniflioii  was  (am  fu'pended*  Peltier's  late 
Pifitiie,  Tol.  i.  p.  S59. 

"  Damoiirette  faid,  '*  I  dn  not  tike  that  Louis  XVI.  flioiild  be 
**  with  his  family.  Depend  upon  it  that  means  will  be  found  to  optn 
<*  a  communication  beiwren  the  Temple  and  Cobknrz:.  between 
*'  Marie- Antoinette  and  the  contemptible  remnants  of  what  was 
*'  once  her  court,  who  efcaprd  the  hands  of  popular  |uAice  on  tke 
^  tenth  of  Auguft.  Is  it  not  enough  that  this  crutland  t>lood»thirly 
^  woman,  the  female  extcntionrr,  who  ei^n  iiow«  in  the  very  inmoft 
*'  reccflTes  of  the  place  which  you  h^ve  maiked  for  her  confinement,  it 
**  devifing  m^ans  for  bathing  heiTelf  tnour  bli>od  \  Is  it  not  enough,  I 
**  fay,  that  this  woman  is  ftill  fuiFered  to  breathe  $  but  muft  ibe  alfo 
f  be  Allowed  to  vcat  lier  mgt  in  the  bofom  of  Mtwc,  and  form  con- 
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The  aflembly,  however,  pafled  to  the  order  of  the 

dxf.    Bqc  when  the  trial  of  Louis  was  determined 

on,  the  decree  was  obtained  and  rigoroufly  executed\ 

A  total  privation  of  all  the  confolations  to  be  de-  Deprived 

rived  from  fociety  was  one  of  the  modes  of  torture  ^^  «""»^- 

by  which  the  legiflature  thought  proper  to  embitter 

the  exiftence  ot  the  royal  family.     When  they  firft 

vent  to  the  Temple,  the  princels  de  Lamballe  and 

madame  de  Tourzel,  and  fome  of  the  bedchamber 

women,  were  with  the  queen  and  dauphin  ;  and  the 

king  was  attended  by  two  of  his  valets-de-chambre, 

Chamilly  and  Hue.     Of  thefe  they  were,  from  time 

to  time,  and  on  various  pretences,  deprived*     The 

ladies  were  imprilbned ;  on  the  fecond  of  September 

die  princefs  de  Lamballe  was  murdered,  and  the 

reit  narrowly  efcaped.     Chamilly   and  Hue   were 

difinifled  from  their  attendance,  and  had  very  nearly 

been  facrlficed  to  the  popular   rage.     They   were 


"  nexions  abroad  with  thofe  wtio  betrav  ut  ?  If  weighty  conCilentiont 
'*  ftill  pi-rvent  you  from  fend  in  j{  to  Orleans  this  implacable  fcourge  of 
'^  (he  trench  nation,  cotue  at  iejtt  to  fome  refoiution  for  makini^  her 
**  defour  in  folitudc  her  impotent  rage  j  and  take  Aich  ftrps  as  thu 
"  Loois  2CVI.,  given  up  wlioHy  to  his  own  heavy  itothinffnels,  (/($ 
'*  famtr  nul/it€,)  may  be  Mt  to  hold  comrerfe  only  with  his  wame  and 
**  bis  remorfe.  I  niove^  then,  that  the  king  iincl  the  different  perfont 
**  of  his  family  may  be  deprived  of  all  communication  with  oim  ano- 
**  tlier«'*      Debates^  Auguft  30.    Moore*s  JouroaJ,  vol.  i.  p.  xa4« 

*  After  the  king  was  feparated  from  his  family^  he  devoted  thofe 
fcoars  to  reading  which  he  had  before  fpent  in  converfrtion.  He  had 
aieal  paflion  for  ftudy^  and  thirft  after  knowledge.  He  preferred  the. 
Latin  auibors  to  the  French,  and  never  went  to  bed  without  having 
lead  fome  pages  of  T^tcitut,  Titus  Livius,  Seneca,  Horace,  Virgil^  or 
Terence.  He  preferud  voyages  and  travels  to  all  othe^^  books  written 
in  his  own  langu  ^ge.  The  d  ly  before  his  deat}i  he  calculated  that  he 
had  read  in  the  Hve  months  and  feven  days  he  had  pafled  in  the  Temple, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  fcven  volumes,  Clogf,  Sic.  p.  fts6.  Madame 
Kolaod  acknowledges  his  fondnefsfur  ftudy.  She  fays«  '*  Louis  XVI. 
"  had  moivover  a  i^ood  mern.>ry,  and  4  gret  Jbare  of  aSiivrfy  \  be  tv#f 
**  Btver  mman^*yeJ,  ami  rtaJ  a  great  dea:,"*  r\  ppel .  a  T 1  mparti:<  le  Fofteriti, 
'ol.  ii.  p.  6.  Vet  Dr.  Mooic  was  lb  much  miniiformed  as  to  fiy  that 
(^  king  was  a  man  '*  w/zi  am  unconr^n  fisre  ef  imdo/enc*.**  Journai* 
^o1.  i,  p.  ^.ja.  I  mention  this  merely  to  ihew  how  cxtenfi\'e  were  the 
HTe^ls  of  inili«preii:nuti«^P,  when  a  mind  fo  Ag.cious  was  not  esempc 
b9m  4eUifion* 

fucceeded 
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fuccee4ed  by  Clery,  who  had  been  retained  to  at* 
tend  on  the  dauphin;  and  he,  after  incurring. an 
imminent  xifk  of  his  life  ^,  remained  vrith  the  king 

tiU 

* 

^  The  circumfhnce  is  thus  related  by  Clery  i   •*  One  evening  about 
*^  fix  o'clock,  it  was  the  5th  of  Odobtr,  after  having  (ceii  the  queen  to 
**  her  apartment,  I  was  returning  to  the  king's  with  two  municipal 
**  officers,  when  the  fentinel  at  the  great  guard-houfe  door  taking  me 
**  by  the  artn,  nnd  calling  me  by  my  name,  aiked  ms  how  I  did,  and 
**  faid  with  an  air  of  myftery,  that  he  wifhed  very  much  to  fpeak  to  me* 
«<  *  Sir,*  cried  I,    *  fpeak  out ;  I  am  not  allowed  to  whifpcr  with  any 
«•  body.'—*  I  was  auured,*   replied  the  fentinel,  *  that  the  king  had 
**  lately  been  thrown  into  t  dungeon,  and  you  with  him.' — 'You  fee 
^*  it  is  not  fo,'  faid  I,  and  left  him.    There  was  one  officer  walking 
**  before  and  another  behind  me  :  the  former  ftept  and  heard  us.    Next 
*<  morning  two  commiffioners  waited  for  me  at  the  door  of  the  queen^s 
*<  apartment  1  th^  condudled  me  to  the  cooncil-chamber,  where  1  was 
'<  examined  by  the  municipal  oflicers  then  aifembled.     I  reported  the 
**  converfation  exaftly  as  it  had  palTed,   which  was  confirmed  by  the 
«<  officer  who  hadheard  it:  the  otheralleged  that  the  fentinel  had  given 
'<  me  a  paper;  that  he  had  heard  the  rumpling  of  it,  and  thai  it  was  a 
**  letter  for  the  king.     I  denied  the  fa^  ;  deliiing  they  would  fcuch 
**  me,  and  take  all  means  of  fatisfying  themfelves.     A  minute  uf  the 
'*  fitting  of  the  council  was  drawn  «p;  I  was  confronted  with   the 
*«  fentinel,  who  was  fentenced  to  be  confined  for  four- and -twrnty 
**  hours.     I  fuppofed  this  affair  was  at  an  end,  when  on  the  26th  of 
**  October,  while  the  royal  family  were  at  dinner,  a  municipal  officer 
**  walked  in,  followed  by  fix  foldiers  with  drawn  fabres,  together  with 
*'  a  clerk  of  the  rolls  and  a  tipftaff,   both  in  their  official  drefs.     X 
**  was  terrified  leaft  they  ihould  be  come  for  the  king.     The  royal 
**  family  all  rofe,  and  the  king  afked  what  they  wanted  with  him ;  but 
«*  the  officer,  without  replying,  called  me  into  another  room :   the 
^'  foldiers  followed  us,  and  the  clerk  having  read  a  warrant  to  arreft 
*<  me,  I  was  feized  in  order  to  be  taken  before  the  tribunal.     I  begged 
**  permiffion  to  inform  the  king  of  it,  and  was  anfwered  that  I  was  no 
*<  longer  at  liberty  to  fpeak  to  him.     ^  But  you  may  take  a  (htrt,* 
**  added  the  officer,  *  it  won't  be  a  long  buHiiefs.'     I   thought  I 
**  underftooil  him,   and  took  only  my  hat.      I  paffed  by  the  king 
**  and  the  royal  family,  who  were  itanding,  and  in  confternation  at  the 
**  manner  in  which  I  was  taken  away.     The  populace  affembled  in  the 
*'  Temple  court,  heaped  abufeupon  me,  calling  out  for  myhead.  Thej 
*'  were  (old  by  one  of  the  national  guards  that  it  was  neceflary  to  favo 
*'  my  life,  in  order  to  difcover  fecrets  which  I  alone  knew.     The  fame 
**  vociferations  however  continued  all  the  way.     The  moment  m 
*'  arrived  at  the   Palais  de  Juilice,  I  was  confined  alone  $   there  1 
"  remained  fix  hours,  endeavouring  in  vain  to  6nd  out  what  could  b^ 
*'  the  motives  for  my  being  arreAed.     All  I  could  bring  to  my  mind 
**  was,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  loth  of  AuguK,  during  the  attack 
'*  on  the  Thuilleries,  fome  perfons  who  were  there  and  wifhed  to  mak^ 
f  their  way  our,  begged  me  to  hide  feveral  valuable  articles  and  papers 
<<  that  might  have  betrayed  them,  in  a  cheft  of  drawers  that  belonged 
*'  to  me:  I  fuiiieAcd  thatthefe  papers  had  been  feized,  and  would  now^ 
*•  perhaps^  co&  me  itiy  life*    At  eight  o^clock  X  appeared  before 
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till  his  hft  hour.  The  king  had  been  permitted  to  ^jfj^**'" 
read  the  journals  ;  but  when  his  trial  began  to  be 
agitated  in  the  convention  they  were  difcontinued, 
left  he  ihould  be  prepared  to  repel  the  accufations 
levelled  againft  him^.  This  prohibition,  however, 
had  its  exceptions  when  thofe  prints  furnifhed  op- 
portunities of  new  infults*  If  they  contained  abufive 
expreflions  againft  the  king  or  queen,  atrocious 
threats,  or  infamous  calumnies,  fome  municipal  of- 
ficer or  other  was  fure,  with  ftudied  malice,  to  place 
them  on  the  chimiiey-piece,  or  on  the  cheft  of  draw- 
ers in  his  majefty's  chamber,  that  they  might  fall 
into  his  hands.  He  once  read  in  one  of  thofe  papers, 
the  petition  of  ani  engineer  for  the  head  of  the  tyrant 
Louis  XVI.  that  he  might  load  his  piece  with  it,  and 
flioot  it  at  the  enemy.  Another  journal,  fpeaking  of 
madame  Elizabeth,  and  endeavouring  to  deftroy  the 
admiration  (he  had  excited  in  the  public,  by  the 
noble  manner  in  which  fhe  had  devoted  herfelf  to  the 
king  and  queen,  aiferted  that  virtuous  prmcefs  to 
have  had  a  child  by  a  bifhop,  adding  that  this  young 
vro\{  ought  to  be  fmothered,  with  the  two  others  in 
the  tower,  meaning  the  dauphin  and  madame  royale. 
Xhefc  articles  aflFedled  the  king  only  for  the  fake  of 

"  die  judges,  who  were  unknown  to  me.  This  was  a  revolutionary^ 
"  tribunal,  erected  on  the  lyrhof  AuguH-,  in  order  to  feleS,  among 
^*  thofe  who  had  efcaped  the  fury  df  tlie  populace,  Aich  as  were  doomed 
*^  to  die.  How  was  I  amazed  when  I  iaw  among  the  prifonert  the 
^  very  young  man  who  was  fufpefled  oF  having  given  me  a  letter  three 
''  weeks  before  ;  ami  when  I  found  my  accnfer  to  be  the  municipal 
*'  officer  who  had  already  impeached  me  before  a  council  at  the 
**  Temple  !  I  was  examined  $  witneHTcs  were  produced,  and  the  mu- 
**  nicipal  olBcer  repeated  his  accufation.  I  told  him  he  was  unworthy 
<'  of  being  a  magiRrate  of  the  people;  that  as  he  had  heard  the 
«'  rumpling  of  the  paper^  and  thought  I  had  received  a  letter,  he 
*'  ll|<^uid  immediately  have  had  me  fearcbed,  inltead  of  li.iying  ci<}hteea 
<*  hours  before  he  lodged  any  information  whatever.  The  arguments 
**  being  concluded^  the  jury  cooluUed  together^  and  oi>  their  vtrdift  wc 
<*  were  acquitted).  The  prefident  charged  tour  municipal  ofHcers  who 
«*  were  prefent  at  my  acquittal  to  condu6l  me  back  to  the  Temple.  '  It 
•*  was  twelve  o^clock  at  nighr,  ^nd  we  arrived  jult  ag  ths  king  was 
**  goae  to  bed,  to  whom  I  was  permitted  to  make  my  return  known* 
«•  Tbft  royal  fa}Tvilyhad  l)ecn  much  concerned  at  my  fate,  not  doubling 

but  that  1  had  already  .heCQ  condemned.*' 

t  Eloge^  p.  a»5. 

the 
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tlie  people.     *^  How    vety  ttnfortanaie  are  the 
**  French,"  fcid  he,  •^  to  be  impofed  on  in  thk 
♦'  manner**^     If  Clery  faw  thefe  Journals  firft,  he 
took  care  to  remove  them  out  of  hi»  majefty's  way  ; 
but  they  were  frequently  carried  when  he  was  em^^ 
ployed  elfewhere^  fo  that  very  few  of  the  articles 
written  for  the  purpofe  of  abufidg  the  royal  family, 
whether  to  excite  the  populace  to  regicide,  or  ta 
prepare  the  minds  of  the  people  to  fuffer  its  being 
perpetrated,  but  what  were  read  by  the  king.  They 
only  who  remember  the  infolent  writings  diat  were 
publiihed  at  that  time  can  have  an  idea  of  this  kind 
of  unprecedented  torture'. 
AAiitioDal      As  the  king's  trial  approached,  the  commune  and 
itnisuuik.  the  people  redoubled  their  ferocity,  and  continued 
Firvenrca  augmenting  it  to  the  hour  of  his  death.  Twoobjecks 
vaiktBg.    principally  occupied  their  attention,  efcape  and  fui- 
cide.     The  municipal  committee  made  frequent  re* 
ports  to  the  council  of  the  commune^  that  there  was 
a  plan  for  delivering  the  prifoners  from  the  Temple* 
They  adduced  in  fuppoit  of  this  aiTertion  the  moft 
unimportant  circumftances ;  fuch  as  a  man's  playing 
on  a  flute  at  midnight ;  the  fongs  fung  in  the  ftreets, 
and  the  e^preflions  of  the  common  criers,  which 
were  alleged  to  have  myfterious  meanings*    Hie 
committee  afterwards   reprefented,   that  when  the 
royal  family  walked  in  the  garden,  or  appeared  on 
the  balcony,  a  number  ot  perfons  came  to  the 
windows  of  the  adjacent  houfes  and  made  fignds, 
which  feemed  to  be  underftood  by  the  prifoners.  To 
]Mrevent  this  fuppofed  intercourfe  feveral  expedients 
were  propofed;  one  recommended  that  the  royal 
£imily  fhould  not  be  fuffered  to  walk  in  the  garden  till 
k  was  dark ;  another  that  the  walls  of  the  Temple 
fhould  be  raifed  to  fuch  a  height  that  the  prifoners 
could  not  be  feen  from  without.     Both  thefe  fug* 
geftions  were  over-ruled  by  the  adoption  of  a  ihorter 
and  more  cruel  mode,  that  of  preventing  the  royal 
£imily  from  walking  out,  or  even  from  approaching 

'  Ciery*s  Jouriul,  p. lis* 

the 
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the  windows'.  Before  their  feparadon^  fufpicion  ^*S^ 
invented  and  enforced  the  moft  cruel  reftraints,  ^'^■^^ 
The  family  were,  forbid  to  hold  any  converfation  rc» 
fpe£ting  their  fituation :  they  could  not  make  a  fign^ 
an  involuntary  motion  of  the  ev^,  but  k  was  inter- 
preted to  their  prejudice:  fufpicions  were  enter- 
tained that  a  filent  mode  of  communication  was 
eftablilhed  between  the  king  and  his  wife  and  (ifter* 
They  were  forbid  to  talk  any  language  but  French^ 
and  reftri£led  to  the  ufe  of  fuch  expreiCons  as  their 
gaolers  conildered  incapable  of  conveying  an  enig- 
matical meaning.  Even  the  manner  of  looking  at 
thofe  who  approached  was  regulated,  and  reftraint 
laid  on  the  features  and  mufcles^  The  following 
inftances^  (hewing  the  excefs  to  which  thefe  precau- 
tions and  reftraints  were  carried,  are  given  by  Clery  ■• 
One  day  after  dinner,  when  he  had  juft  written  an 
account  of  expences  in  the  council-chamber,  and 
locked  it  up  in  a  de(k  of  which  they  had  given  him 
^  the  key ;  his  back  was  fcarcel/  turned,  when  Mari- 
not,  a  municipal  officer,  faid  to  his  colleagues,  though 
he  was  not  on  duty,  that  they  ought  to  open  the  ^ 
deik  and  examine  its  contents,  to  afcertain  whether 
or  not  he  had  a  correfpondence  with  the  enemies  of 
the  people.  ^^  I  know  him  well,"  added  the  officer, 
"  and  am  fure  he  receives  letters  for  the  king.** 
Then  accufing  his  colleagues  of  remiflhefs,  he  abufed 
them  violently,  threatened  to  impeach  them  all  before 
the  coupcil  of  the  commune  as  accomplices,  and  went 
put  to  put  his  threat  in  execution.    A  minute  was  J 

immediately  drawn  up  of  all  the  papers  in  the  defk, 
and  fent  to  the  commune^  where  Marinot  had  already 
laid  his  information.  Another  day  the  fame  officer 
feeing  a  draft-board,  which,  with  the  permiffion  of 
his  colleagues,  Clerv  had  fent  to  be  mended,  brought 
back,  he  pretended  it  might  cont^  a  correfpondence^ 
had  it  entirely  taken  to  pieces,  and  whea  he  found 
nothing,  made  the  workmen  p^e  it  together  befote 

•  MoQre*f  Jonrntlf-  vdi  ii,'^  p.  371* 

^  £|i^f  p.  ft|6.  ■  Joiiraslf  P«  ss/^ 
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him*  There  were  others  of  the  municipal  of&ceri 
who  had  the  moft  extravagant  whims*  Chie  ordered 
fome  macaroons  to  be  broken  to  fee  if  there  was  no 
letter  concealed  in  them :  another  on  the  fame  pre- 
tence, had  fome  peaches  cut  before  him,  and  the 
flones  cracked :  a  third  compelled  Clery  one  day 
to  drink  the  eflence  of  foap  prepared  for  maving  the 
king,  affeding  to  apprehend  it  was  poifon.  After 
dinner  and  fupper,  madame  Elizabeth  ufed  to  give 
Clery  a  gold-bladed  knife  to  clean,  which  the  muni- 
cipal officer  would  often  fnatch  out  of  his  hand  to 
examine  if  he  had  not  dipt  fome  paper  into  the  fheath. 
Madame  Elizabeth  having  commanded  Clery  to  fend 
a  book  of  devotion  to  the  duchefs  de  Serent,  the 
municipal  officers  cut  off  the  margins  for  fear  any 
thing  fhould  have  been  written  upon  them  with  a 
fecret  ink.  One  of  them  one  day  forbade  Clery 
going  up  to  the  queen  to  drefs  her  hair :  her  majefty 
was  to  come  down  to  the  king's  apartments,  and  to 
bring  her  powder  and  combs  herfelf.  Another 
would  follow  her  into  madame  Elizabeth's  chamber 
to  fee  her  change  her  clothes,  which  ihe  ufually  did 
at  noon :  Clery  reprefented  to  him  the  indecency  ol 
fuch  behaviour,  but  he  perfifted,  and  her  majefty  was 
obliged  to  eive  up  dreffing  and  leave  the  robm. 
When  the  Imen  was  brought  from  the  wafli,  the 
officers  made  Clery  unfold  it,  article  by  article,  and 
examined  it  always  by  day-light.  The  waflier- 
woman's  book,  and  every  paper  ufed  for  packing, 
were  held  to  the  fire,  to  aicertain  whether  there  were 
not  any  fecret  writing  upon  them.  The  linen,  after 
having  been  worn  by  the  king,  queen,  prince,  and 
princeffes,  was  in  like  manner  examined  before  it 
was  given  out. 
Feart  of  The  fear  of  fuicide  was  carried  to  an  extent  equally 
Aiicidc.  tyrannical ;  no  allowance  was  made  for  the  king's 
religious  fentiments,  which  his  enemies  could  not 
appreciate.  Orders  were  given  that  the  king'g 
razors,  the  imives  and  fciffars  of  the  family,  and  all 
other  initrumeats,  >^«ffM0(^;i/,  trancbantf  fff  piquant^ 

(hpuld 


LOUIS  X\n.— THE  QUEEN,  tec  [iij 

•  .     . 

Hiould  be  removed.  This  order  was  executed  with 
the  mod  rigid  exadlnefs,  and  extended  even  to  the 
irons  with  which  they  turned  their  hair.  The  king 
was  affedled  with  this  infutt,  and  indienantly  afked 
the  commiffioners,  **  Do  you  think  me  uich  a  doward 
"as  to  kill  myfelf  ?'*  The  queen  derided  the  minute- 
nefs  of  thefe  orders,  or  expreffed  her  indignation  by 
farcafms.  When  they  read  the  words  of  the  order, 
contaruiant,  tranch'ant,  l^  piquant y  (he  faid,  "  They 
"  had  better  have  taken  away  our  needles  alfo  !** 
At  another  time,  happening  to  raife  the  hand  in 
which  (he  held  her  knife  at  dinner  towards  her 
breaft,  the  commiiHoner  feemed  alarmed,  as  if  ihe 
intended  to  deftroy  herfelf ;  which  the  queen  ob<- 
ferving  faid,  **  No,  fir  j  I  referve  that  honour  to  the 
**  French  nation  M" 

In  proportion  as  thefe  refinements  of  barbai^ty  .w«n»". 
were  fanftioned  by  that  nation  to  whofe  virtues  the'  *"**'«"'^*^ 
care  of  the  monarch  had  been  fo  ofteutatioully  conr 
fided,  vhis  gaolers  increafed  their  brutal  ferochy, 
l£s  degradations  had  afforded  gratification  and 
triumph  to  their  little  minds ;  and  now  that  he  was 
delivered  over  entirely  to  the  care  of  the  Jacobins,  he 
experienced  all  the  bitternefs  of  their  rancour  and 
malevolence^.  At  an  early  period  of  their  con- 
finement, one  of  the  national  guard  had  boafted  of 
the  pleafure  he  derived  from  the  infults  endured  hf^ 
the  royal  family ;  he  expreflbd  his  joy  at  feeing  them 
bow  to  the  wicket  as  they  came  out ;  and  added, 
^^  When  I  fee  Elizabeth  coming,  I  always  take  care 

*  Moore*!  Journal,  vol.  ii*  p.  49S.  It  wai  not  the  leaft  ridtculout 
aft  of  thefe  tormentors  of  Louis  XVI.  that  while  they  leemed  fo  jealout 
of  his  meditating  felt-murderj  they  allowed  him  razors  to  fliave  lumfelf» 
and  knivei  at  dinner.  Had  the  plan  of  fuicide  really  occupied  hit  mind 
a  moineot  was  time  lufBcient  for  its  execution.  '  I  rather  confider  their 
whole  conduA,  in  this  particular  as  part  of  the  confpiracy  againft  hit  eaft 
aud  his  chara^er»  which  accompanied  the  project  of  his  dettruftion. 

r  I  lay  delivered  up  to  the  Jacobins )  tor  liich  were  the  majority  of 
the  commune  of  Paris,  fuch  the  greater  part  Of  the  commiiHonerfl  in 
the  Temple,  and  fuch  Santerre,  who  resulated  the  guard.  l*he  exclu- 
iion  of  every  one  clfe  from  the  knowledge  of  the  king*t  treatment  and 
litaatioD,  appears  by  Roland's  complaint  in  his  report  to  the  conven- 
cioD,  made  tht  a^th  OftQbcr  f  79«.    See  Debates.  ^ 
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*'  to  falute  her  vnih  my  pipe.  I  draw  my-  mouth 
**  full  of  fmoke  on  purpofe  to  have  the  pleafure  of 
**  puffing  It  in  her  face  ■/*  While  the  royal  family 
^  were  yet  permitted  to  walk  m  the  garden^  that  (lender 
enjoyment  was  diminifhed  by  the  infolence  of  thofe 
who  attended  them.  One  inftance  is  given,  where 
the  hour  of  retirement  was  announced  to  the  king  by 
this  brutal  exclamation,  ^^  Allans y  M.  VetOj  Hfazit 
**  numier;  Come,  M.  Veto,  up  with  you  '.**  Nor 
were  his  perfecutors  content  with  thefe  efforts  j  they 
kidded  tp  his  mifery,  fometimes  by  the  brutality  of 
dieir  manners ;  fometimes  by  apoftrophifing  him  and 
the  queen  by  thofe  grofs  epithets  which  are  common 
only  in  the  mouths  of  the  loweft  of  the  vulgar ;  and 
ibmetimes  by  stn  infolent  and  ipdefcrihable  dlfregard 
of  decorum  in  his  prefence  ^ 

One  of  the  ibldiers  wrote  one  day  on  the  king's 
<^b3nJ>er  door,  and  that  too  on  the  infide :  ^^  1  he 
•*  guillotine  is  permanent,  and  ready  for  the  tyrant 
**  Loui$  XVI/*  .  The  king  read  the  words  which 
Clcry  made  an  attempt  to  rub.  out,  but  his  majefty 
-|)revented  him.  While  the  family  were  walking,  the 
engtnoers  aflembled  to  dance  and  fmg ;  their  fongs 
were  always  revolutionary,  fometimes  alfo  obfcene. 
Xhe  walls  were  frequemly  covered  with  the  moft  in- 
decent fcrawls^  in  large  letters,  that  they  might  not 
dcape  notice.  Among  others  were  :  ''  Madame  Veto 
•*  (hall  fwin^ — We  mall  find  a  way  of  bringing  down 
**  the  great  hog's  fat — Down  witn  the  red  ribbon — 
^*  The  little  wolves  mull  be  ftrangled."  Under  a  gal- 
lows, with  a  figure  hanging  were  thefe  words : 
^'  how  taking  an  air  bath/^  And  under  a  guillotine  : 
^  Louis  fpitting  in  the  bag*  ;'*  or  other  fimilar  ribaldry. 
The  royal  '  Still  with  all  the  courage  they  affe£led,  and  all 
fcmily  fall  ^  exertions  they  ufed,  the  republicans  felt  the  hor- 
rors   of  gyilt.     They  were  apprehenfive  that  their 

*  Derniers  Regicidef . 

•  Mooters  Journalt  vol.  ii.  p.  497-  ^  C^ogfi  p*  a37. 

c  CrMchtaa  dam  /r)2tf*»lileraliy,  fpittlni  in  the  Jack  ;  this  is  a  vulgar 
phrale  alluding  to  the  pofition  ot  a  perlbn  in  the  guillotine,  looking^ 
upon  a  little  bag  placed  at  the  end  to  leceive  the  head*  Clery*s  Jouinal^ 
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treacheries  might  yet  be  made  to  recoil  on  tham- 
felves,  and  exhibited,  in  confequence,  allHhe  fury  of  . 
fear,  and  all  the  precipitation  ox  jealoufy.  The  king'g^ 
confinement  in  a  dainp  room,  and  his  total  privation 
of  exercife,  fo  repugnant  to  his  former  habits  of  life, 
and  fo  inimical  to  his  conftitution,  brought  on  a  fe- 
Terifh  complaint,  attended  with  fymptoms  of  ague ; 
his  head  fwelled,  and  he  felt  a  diiHcuIty  of  breathing, 
and  an  oppreilion  at  his  ftomach,  which  obliged  hiiu 
to  keep  h^  bed.  His  whole  family  were  fimilarly. 
affe&ed,  and  the  fymptoms  by  degrees  grew  alarm- 
ing. The  commune^  with  their  ufual  barbarity,  ne- 
gle&ed  his  application  for  medical  afliftance,  and 
made  fuch  a  parade  of  affeded  delay  before  they  fup«  ^ 
plied  him  with  the  moft  ordinary  drugs'^,  that  at 
length,  a  report  was  circulated  that  the  king  was 
dead.  The  concern  manifefted  on  this  occafion  by 
many  inhabitants  of  Paris  alarmed  the  commune j  and 
induced  them  inftantly  to  comply  with  hi^  requeflr, 
by  fending  a  phyilcian,  named  le  Monnier  '• 

To  counteraft,  or  rather  to  ftifle  every  fentiment  Arts  ufed 
ofcompaffion  and  kindnefs,  his  enemies  employed  *u*"^*"|* 
unufual  efforts  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people*     *  ?•**?*•• 
The  tribunes  of  the  convention  and  the  Jacobins 
rang  with  declamauons  againft  him  and  the  queen ; 
the  journals  were  replete  with  every  flander  which 
unbridled  mendacity  and  unbounded   malevolence 
could  fugged ;  hand-bills  were  profufely  placarded 
and  diftributed>  in  which  all  the  miferies  felt  by  the 
nation,  not  excepting  the  fcarcity  of  bread,  were  at- 
tributed to  the  imprifoned  family ;   and  the  ftreet 
orators  exhauiled  themfelves  in  clamorous  inve£tives 
againit  them,  and  againft  thofe  deputies  who  main- 
tained the  inviolability  guaranteed  by  the  conftitution^ 

'  Oq  Mother  cccafion,  when  the  king  was  affli^ed  with  a  ▼iolcnt 
defluxion  on  his  teeth,  attended  with  I'uch  excruciating  pain,  that  he 
applied  to  the  evmmune  for  the  aid  of  a  dentili ;  one  of  the  memhert 
iaid,  **  Let  him  leave  oiF  drinking  iced  liquors,  and  he  will  have  no 
<*  more  deflexions  on  his  teeth  :**  the  reft  applauded  this  ruftic  fally* 
and  paffed  to  the  order  of  the  day.     Eloge,  p.  274. 

*  Moore^s  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  $%%,     Eloge,  p.  237. 

'  Moort*s  Jouaial>  vol*  ii«  p*  4.I7-  43S.  444»  4959  ftc.  &c. 
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.  Pr6m  the  moment  the  king's  trial  was  agitated  in 
the  convention,  he  was  confidered  as  condemned. 
This  was  ftronelv  inftanced  in  the  remarks  excited 
by  his  demand  of  forty  claflrc  authors.  The  debate 
which  this  requeft  occafioned  in  the  council-general 
of  the  commune  is  fo  charafteriftic  of  the  times, 
that  I  translate  the  account  verbatim  from  a  populw 
journal :  "  Louis  had  demanded  of  the  commif- 
♦*  fioners  forty  claffic  authors,  among  which  were 
**  Ca/ar*s  Commentaries,  Cornelius  Nepos,  Florusy 
"  *JuJtin^  Horace,  O^tcTs  Met  amor phofes,  ^intus 
^^CurtiuSy  Sallujl,  Tacitus,  Titus  Livius^  Vi^Hj 
**  Velleius  Patercultu,  &c.  This  demand  occafioned 
violent  debates  in  the  council-general  of  thp  com- 
mune. Some  declared  that  the  life  of  Louis  would 
**  not  be  long  enough  for  the  reading  of  Jo  many  books  ; 
•*  others,  that  he  could  not  underftand  them.  .  Some 
"  confidered  Ovid's  Metamorphofes  too  licentious ! 
Many  were  of  opinion  that  they  ought  to  fend 
him  the  Revolutions  of  England  and  America, 
the  Life  of  Cromwell^  and  of  Charles  IX.  and  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Maffacre  of  St.  Bartholomew.  One 
•*  member  difcerned  a  plan  of  counter-revolution  in 
^  Velleius  Patercultu.  At  laft,  the  douncil-general 
^  terminated  their  debate  by  granting  the  requeft*!'* 
Pmceeil-  The  party  in  the  legiflature  \^ho  were  labouring 
iflgiinthe  to  procure  the  condemnation  of  Louis,  proceeded, 
lion.  "  not  as  if  a  trial  or  afcertainmcnt  of  his  guilt  was  ne- 
ceffary,  but  as  if  the  only  bufinefs  of  the  convention 
was  to  defeat  the  plea  of  inviolability,  and  to  pro- 
nounce the  fentence  of  death.  The  tergiverfations 
and  duplicity  of  thofe  who  had  dethroned  and  im- 
prifoned  the  king,  and  now  pretended  to  maintain 
that  he  was  inviolable,  gave  to  the  other  party  a 
decided  advantage ;  and  the  infamy  of  their  conduft 
prevented  the  effeft  of  their  arguments.  The  gal- 
leries were  fo  regtilarly  trained,  and  fo  much  fwayed 

t  Mercure  Fran^oisy  No*  du  Decembre  i70t»  p.  s^*  It  i*  ^o  ^^ 
obferved  that  the  Mercure  was  no  longer  conducted  by  Mallei- du  Pan^ 
^ut  wit  quite  a  republican  publication. 
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by  the  Mountain,  that  the  fpeaker  was  fecure  of  a 
^vourable  reception  if  he  began,  however  mal-^^ 
fropos^  with  fome  inveftive  againft  the  king  and 
queen.  Robefpierre  headed  this  fanguinary  laftion, 
and  exerted  himlelf  throughout  the  whole  proceed- 
ing w^ith  uncommon  zeal,  and  no  inconfiderable 
ability,  to  bring  the  convention  to  a  ftate  of  mind 
favourable  to  his  views*  He  made  no  fcruple  of 
declaring  that  *'  Louis  ought  to  have  had  fentence 
^^  pronounced  on  him  as  a  tyrant,  condemned  by 
"  the  infurreftion  of  the  people ;  inftead  of  which, 
*^  proceedings  were  inftltuted  againft  him  as  in  the 
'^  cafe  of  an  accufed  citizen,  whofe  criminality  was 
**  doubtful.  The  revolution  ought  to  have  been 
cemented  by  his  death ;  inftead  of  which,  the  re- 
voludon  itfelf  was  rendered  a  fubjed  of  lid* 
"  gation  *.**  Thefe  barbarous  fentiments  were  fup- 
ported  in  the  convention  by  Legendre,  Tallien,  Jean 
Bon  St.  Andre,  and  all  the  horde  of  Jacobins  feated 
on  the  Mountain ;  and  without  by  Marat,  Hebert^ 
Prud'homme,  and  a  numerous  rabble  of  journalifts 
and  compofers  of  hand-bills,  affifted  by  a  noify  and 
fanguinary  mob.  They  were  oppofed  by  Pedon, 
Manuel,  Kerfaint,  and  feveral  of  the  Gironde  fadion 
in  the  convention,  and  by  the  papers  and  journals 
influenced  by  the  miniftry  without ;  but  in  a  manner 
fo  weak  as  rather  to  mjure  than  fupport  the  caufe# 
They  dared  not  aflert  what  would  in  reality  have 
been  their  tower  of  ftrength,  the  innocence  of  the 
monarch  ;  but  entered  into  fophiftical  difcuffions  of 
his  inviolability.  In  faft,  thefe  miferable  contrivers 
of  treachery  were  fo  bewildered  in  the  mazes  of 
their  own  duplicity,  that  they  appeared  to  be  defti- 
tute  of  their  wonted  ability ;  and  left  the  ruffian 
Marat  the  glory  of  having  moved  that  the  king 
ihould  not  be  refponfible  for  any  adt  committed  by 
him  previous  to  his  acceptance  of  the  conftitution  ^ 

Valazd 

^  Robefpierre  a  Pes  Commettans,  vol.  i.  p.  413. 
^  Debatdt.    Hiftorics.     Eioge,  p.  ft53.    Moore*i  Journal,  vol.  ii« 
p.  4.94.  50S.    Sec  alfo  for  a  fpectmen  of  the  brutal  Yioitnce  of  the  Ja- 
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6tb  Not.  Valaz^.  and  Mailhe,  as  organs  of  two  conunittces 
Dec/****  to  whom  the  queftions  had  been  referred,  prefented 
Reports  of  CO  the  Convention  reports  on  .the  grounds  of  accu- 
Vaiajeand  fotion  againft  the  king,  and  on  the  legality  and 
mode  of  trying  hipi.  The  grounds  of  accufation 
were  eftabliihed  on  feds  grofsly  perverted,  or  lightlv 
prefumed,  on  papers  at  bed  furrepdtioufly  obtained, 
or  more  probably  forged,  but  obvioufly  unconnected 
with  anv  train  of  events,  ifolated,  and  divefted  of 
concomitant  and  explanatory  circumftances.  The 
legality  of  trying  the  king  was  inferred  from  an  obfcure 
argument,  in  which  neither  natural,  civil,  nor  coa- 
ftitutional  law  was  confulted :  the  mode  of  tryiiig 
him  was  no  lefs  abfurd  and  unreafonable  than  the 
other  parts  of  the  report.  The  convention  created 
themfelves  judges  of  a  perfon  whom  they  themfelves 
accufed.  They  did  more ;  they  invented  a  new 
code  of  laws  adapted  to  the  moment,  to  form  the 
ground-work  of  their  proceedings  ;  they  eftablifhed 
rules  of  evidence  repugnant  to  reafon,  and  unknown 
in  the  annals  of  jurifprudence  ;  and  many  of  thofe 
felf-conftituted  judges  had,  before  the  trial,  publiflied 
their  opinions  in  a  ftyle*,  which  demonftrated  a  rooted 
convi^ion,or  a  rancorous  determination  which  defied 
proof,  and  precluded  the  poffibility  of  exculpation  **. 
The  king  Before  this  tribunal  it  was  decreed  that  Louis 
Mtind^ihe  ^^^Id  appear  ;  and  to  add  to  the  injuftice,  he  had 
conven-  not  the  fUghtcft  intimadon  that  he  was  to  be  called 
*^^'  upon  to  anfwer  a  number  of  defultory  queflions, 
prepared  with  the  mod  ftudied  art,  applying  to  the 
tranfaflions  of  many  years,  and  affecting  him  in 
his  private  no  lefs  than  his  public  capacity.  The 
hope  of  thofe  who  had  thus  iniquitoufly  arranged 
the  mode  of  proceeding  undoubtedly  was,  that  the 
king's  natural  diffidence  and  referve  in  expreiCng 
himfelf,  increafed  by  the  fuudennefs  and  importance 

*■■■       »■■■■■  ■' I        ■  ■         ■■! ■■  ■  I      IW  I  «  m 

cobm  ^epucies  and  pttitiontrrt.  <*  The  Example  of  France  a  Warning 
««  to  Britain/'  p.  17. 

s  Even  the  republican  Pages  cries  out  againft  this  monftrous  per. 
Vcrfion  of  reafoo  and  juftioe.    See  foK  ii.  p.  69* 

^  $ce  the  reports  of  Valaze  and  Mailhefrom  their  ctTpeAirc  committeea. 
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of  the  occafion^  would  betray  him  into  weaknefi^ 
and  hf  difcoacerting,  render  him  more  liable  to  in- 
confiftency.— -Bafe  hope,  which  met  with  a  merited 
dilappointment. 

On  the  day  fixed  fot  the  king's  appearance  in  the  trthDee* 
convention,  which  was  one  of  tne  greateft  epochs  of  ^^V?** 
his  eventfiil  life,  he  conduced  himlelf  in  a  manner  ^       ^^* 
fo  highly  honourable  to  his  chara£ker  in  every  point 
of  view,  that  the  detail  is  an  indifpenfable  duty.     He 
rofe  and  paiTed  his  firft  hours  as  ufual*     At  eight 
o'clock  he  was  furprifed  by  the  beat  of  drums ;  on 
which  the  following  dialogue  palTed  between  hinx 
and  one  of  the  commiffioners  :  **  What  is  the  mean« 
"  ing  of  that  drum  ?" — "  I  don't  know." — "  I  do 
"  not  generally  hear  them  at  this  hour." — "  I  know 
"nothing  of  the  matter."—"  But  is  it  not  the 
^^generale  that  beats?" — "I  do  not  know."— "I 
"  think  I  hear  the  trampling  of  horfes  in  the  courts'* 
— "  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter."— This  aflfefted 
ignorance  increafed  the  king's  anxiety ;  he  had  long 
expeded  to  be  murdered,  and  now  diought  the  day 
was  come ;  yet  he  did  not  lofe  his  wonted  courage 
and  ferenity.     At  nine  he  went,  as  ufual,  into  the  Alarm  of 
€adng-room  to  breakfait  with  his  family,  but,  accord*  f JmiT^ 
ing  to  his  cuftom,  ate  nothing.     His  &mily,  furprifed 
as  well  as  himfelf  at  the  new  occurrences,  maintained 
an  exprei&ve  (ilence ;  and  appeared  to  dread  events 
terrible  in  proportion  to  the  myftery  in  which  they 
were  enveloped.     After  breakfaft,  the  king  retired 
with  his  fon ;  but  inftead'  of  giving  him  a  Teflbn  in 
geography,  fought  to  divert  himfelu  by  his  fportive 
and  innocent  converfadon ;  and  thererore  fat  down 
to  pby  with  him  at  the  game  of  Siam. 

At  length  the  commifiioner^  with  a  pedantic  and  Mvfcn* 
myfterious  air,  informed  the  king  that  he  was  to  ?JJ;"^*  ^ 
receive  a  vifit  from  the  new  mayor :  **  So  much  the  miifioM. 
"  better,"   anfwered  the  monarch.     **  But  I  mull: 
*^  inform  you,"  refumed  the  commiflioner,  ^^  that 
^  he  cannot  fpeak  to  you  in  prefence  of  your  fon." 
TOJL.  I.  I  The 
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The  king  immediately  turned  to  the  child,   and 
preffing  him  to  his  bofom,  deiired  him  to  go  and 
embrace  his  mother  in  his  name.    Bereft  of  his  only 
confblation,  the  king  fat  down,  and  fell  into  a  deep 
reverie ;  his  attention  was  fo  totally  abforbed  by  his 
own  reflexions,  that  the  commiflioner  pafled  feveral 
times  before  him  unperceived ;  and  at  length  placed 
himfelf  behind  his  chair.     He  was  in  this  iituation 
when  the  king  returned  to  himfelf^  and  looking  fud- 
denly  round  faw  the  commiflioner  clofe  behind. 
The  impreflion  that  he  Ihould  be  murdered  was  fo 
ftrong  on  his  mind,  that  he  exclaimed  with  great 
quicknefs,  "  What  do  you  want,  fir  ?" — "  Nothing,'* 
anfwered  the  commiflioner ;  *'  but  fearing  you  were 
**  ill,  I  approached  to  know  what  ailed  you/*     The 
king  inquired  if  he  knew  the  mayor's  bufinefs  with 
him;   but  received  the  ufual  anfwer,    "  I  don't 
*'  know."     He  aiked  fome  queflions  refpeding  the 
perfon  and  charafter  of  the  mayor;  and  was   in- 
formed, that  he  was  of  a  good  charader,  and  middle 
age,  thin,  and  rather  tall. 
Arrival  of      At  length,  after  two  hours,  the  mayor,  who  "was 
th«  mayor  ^  phyfician,  named  Chambon,  arrived.     He  was 
attended  by  his  fecrefary,  who  read  from  a  paper 
he  held  in  his  hand,  thefe  words.     ^^  Louis  Capet 
*'  fhall  be  conduced  to  the  bar  of  the  national 
**  convention,  on  Tuefday  the  nth,  to  anfwer  fuch 
**  queflions  as  fhall  be  put  to  him  by  the  prefident 
*'  only."     As  foon  as  thefe  words  were  pronounced 
the  mayor  raifed  his  voice,  and  fummoned  the  king 
to  follow  him.     The  king  obeyed.    In  croifing  the 
court  nothing  but  flrange  objects  prefented  them- 
felves  to  his  eyes.    The  uniform  of  many  of  the 
troops  who  attended  to  efcort  him  was  intirely  new 
in   its  fafhion ;  and  no  countenance  difplayed  the 
flightefl  mark  of  commiferation.     Opprefled  with 
mournful  reflexions,   he  cafl  up  his  eyes  to   the 
window  of  the  apartment  which  contained  his  af- 
Aided  family  ;  and  t^demefs  drew  from  him  thofe 
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tears  which  cruelty  and  iofolence  could  neVer  ex- 
tort. 

His  unhappy  relatives  were  overwhelmed  with  State  of  tbe 
difmay  and  terror.  The  commiffioner  entered  their  ^jj* 
apartment  when  the  kine  was  departed,  and  told 
them  he  had  received  a  vifit  from  the  mayor.  "  We 
**  know  that,"  anfwered  the  queen,  **  from  my  fon  ; 
"  but  now—where  have  they  carried  the  king 
'*  now  ?"— **  To  the  convention,"  replied  the  com- 
miflioner.  ^^  Tou  would  have  faved  us  much  un- 
"  eafinefs,"  faid  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  ^*  if  you 
"  had  told  us  fo  before."— A  melancholy  delinea- 
don  of  the  (late  of  their  minds,  when  fuch  informa- 
tion could  aflford  relief ;  and  a  fevere  refleftion  on 
the  wanton  brutality  of  the  commiffioner,  who  had  fo 
long  with-held  it. 

The  king  proceeded  in  Chambon's  coach.  By  ^"**";V 
order  of  the  council  of  the  commune^  extraordinary  ^mlwin©. 
meafures  were  taken  to  fecure  a  paflage  free  from 
interruption.  The  proceffion  began  with  three  field 
pieces,  attended  by  two  ammunition  waggons,  and 
efcorted  by  a  corps  of  fufileers ;  forty-eight  horfe, 
perfedlyjkilfulin  marusuvringy  formed  the  avant  guard. 
Six  hundred .  foot,  armed  with  firelocks,  each  of 
them  provided  with  fixteen  rounds  of  cartridges, 
and  perfeftly  Jkilful  in  maruzuvring^  formed  a  line 
three  deep  on  each  fide  of  the  coach.  The  cavalry 
from  the  Ecole  Militaire  formed  the  rear  guard,  and 
the  proceffion  was  clofed  by  three  field  pieces,  at- 
tended by  one  ammunition  waggon,  and  efcorted, 
like  thofe  in  the  van,  by  a  corps  of  fufileers.  Nor  were 
thefe  the  only  precautions  taken:  the  executive 
council,  and  the  council  general  of  the  commune 
were  in  a  ftate  of  permanent  aftivity.  Troops 
were  pofled  in  various  parts  of  the  capital ;  patroles 
paraded  the  ftreets,  and  all  the  nadonal  guards  in 
the  depanment  were  put  in  a  flate  of  requifition. 
During  their  progrefs,  the  whole  party  maintained 
an  inviolable  filence. 

1 2  Meanwhile 
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Proceed-        Meatiwhile  the  convention  was  engaged  in  de* 
ing«  in^thc  ^y^tes  on  the  nianner  in  which  the  king  fliould  be 
lioaJ  *      received,  and  in  arranging  and  amending  the  zSt 
of  accufation  and  the  interrogatories.     So  little  de- 
corum was  difplayed  in  the  condufl;  of  this  moment- 
ous bufinefs,   that  none  of  the    members  feemed 
to  agree  in  any  thing  but   a  determination  to  fa- 
crifice  the  prifoner.    The  extent  of  the  accufation 
was  not  yet  decided,  the  nature  of  the  proofs  was  not 
yet  inveftigated,  the  king  had  undergone  no  exami- 
nations ;  yet  feveral  of  thefe  mifcreants  uttered  far- 
cafms  and  philippics  which  manifefted  an  unalterable 
determination  to  flied  his  blood  *".     It  had  been  de- 
cided by  the  leading  members  who  prefled  for  *  his 
trial,  that  he  Ihould  no  more  return  to  the  Temple ; 
but  that  his  condemnation  and  execution  ihould  take 
place  within  four  and  twenty  hours. 
The  king's      At  one  o'clock  Santerre  appeared  in  the  con- 
•ounced."    veution,   and  faid,    **  Louis  Capet  is  arrived,  and 

"  waits  the  orders  of  the  affembly.*' 
Htsap*  And  now  a  filence,  expreffive  of  agitation  and 

thrcon-*"*  alarm,  prevailed.  Even  thofe  tumultuous  galleries 
▼ention^  who  difdained  order,  and  had  taken  their  feats  at 
fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  for  the  exprefs  purpofe 
of  ferving  their  employers  by  clamour,  even  they 
were  filent.  Every  eye  was  fixed  on  the  door  at 
which  the  king  was  expefted  to  make  his  appearance* 
He  entered.  Every  countenance  betrayed  emotion. 
The  king,  though  obedient  to  circumltances,  and 
incapable  of  a  mad  refiftance  to  force  wholly  dif- 
proportjonate,  feemed  not  to  have  forgot  the  claims 
of  nis  high  bhth  and  exalted  charafter.  He  ap- 
peared, not  only  without  perturbation,  but  with  ma- 
jeftic  dignity.  He  caft  his  eye  around  the  hall  with 
a  look  equally  remote  from  fear  and  from  contempt 
of  the  tribunal  before  which  he  was  thus  illegally 
cited.  On  him  all  eyes  were  fixed ;  every  fpedatbr 

*  See  Debatei,    Moore's  Joiunal,  vol.  ii;  p.  50S. 

read 
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read  in  his  look  the  refutation  of  fome  palumny,  and 
found  fome  motive  for  condemning  the  proceeding 
againft  him.  His  features,  clouded  by  misfortune, 
had  loft  none  of  their  majefty  i  even  the  diforder  of 
his  hair,  the  length  and  thicknefs  of  his  beard,  fpread 
over  his  countenance  an  appearance  inexpreflibly 
venerable,  and  which  excited  at  once  refpedl  and 
compaflion.  He  feated  himfelf  in  the  arm<-chair 
which  had  been  provided  for  the  purpofe. 

The  filence  was  broken  by  Barrere,  the  prefident,  ''«•  »"*««•. 
who  informed  the  king  why  he  was  brought  before  ^^^^^^  * 
them.     The  king  made  no  reply.     Mailhe  then  read 
to  him  the  adl  of  accufation,  to  which   the  king 
liftened  attentively,  but  teftified  neither  furprife  nor 
indignation.     Without  prefenting  to  him  a  copy  of 
this  long  defultory  compofition  even  to  refrefli  his 
memory  by  a  curfory  perufal,  or  affift  his  judgment 
by  a  hafty  comparifon  of  its  various  parts  with  the 
pretended  fafts  on  which  it  was  founded ;  without 
allowing  a  moment  for   preparation  or  reflexion, 
Barrere  preffed  the  trial  forward.     The  king  was  in* 
terrogated  on  the  various  charges  article  by  article. 
The  interrogatory,    notwithftanding    its    apparent 
rudenefs  and  want  of  method,  was  a  work  of  the 
moft  fubtle  malice.     The  queftions  fometimes  af* 
fumed  an  extraordinary  latitude,   fometimes  were 
diftinguiflied  by  a  laborious  niinutenefs  :  they  fome- 
times imputed  to  the  king  the  moft  flagrant  tyranny; 
and  at  others  the  moft  refined  and  cautious  hypo* 
crify.    The  form  which  had  been  prepared  appear- 
ing occafionally  deficient,  the  committee  framed  new 
quefUons,  put  them  in  writing,  and  delivered  them 
to  the  prefident.     The  king's  energy  and  prefence  andrcpliet, 
of  mind  were  fully  adequate  to  this  arduous  occa- 
fion,  and  fhewed  him  equally  prepared  to  maintain 
his  own  innocence,  and  vindicate  the  dignity  of  hi$ 
charafter.     He  anfwered  with  the  utmoft  franknefs, 
precifion,  and  promptitude.     He  never  loft  his  com. 
pofure,  except  when  the  prefident  accufed  him  of 
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hzving^  dtyiributed  money  to  the  poor  labourers  in  the 
fauxbourg  St.  Antoine^  for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring  po^ 
pularity  and  enjlaving  the  nation*  The  perverfion  of 
his  very  benevolence  into  a  crime  fhocked.  the  mo- 
narch, and  deprived  him  of  utterance.  He  fhed 
a  few  tears.  A  confcioufnefs  of  his  integrity,  how- 
ever, foon  reftored  his  calmnefs  ;  and  his  reply  was 
^  a  triumphant   refutation.      "  I  knew  no  pleafure 

equal  to  the  power  of  relieving  thofe  who  were 
in  want :  there  was  nothing  in  that  which  indicated 
a  plot.^^     To  the  interrogatory  accufmg  him  of 
having  caufed  blood  to  be  fhed  on  the  tenth  of  Au- 
guft,  he  anfwered  with  much  animation  and  a  marked 
emphafis,  "  Noyjir!  it  was  not  I.**    When  the 
interrogatory  was  ended,  the  prefident  alked,  *^  Louis, 
•^  have  you  any  thing  more  to  add  ?'*     "  I  demand," 
faid  the  king,  "  a  copy  of  the  aft  of  accufation,  and 
**  the  communication  of  the  papers  on  which  it  is 
**  founded ;  and  that  I  may  have  counfel  to  manage- 
**  my  defence.'* 
Written  Valaze  then  took  his  place  near  the  king,  with 

oGumeots  ^^  pretended  original  papers  on  which  the  aft  of 
accufation  was  founded ;  and  reading  the  title  put 
on  each  by  the  committee,  prefented  them,  one  by 
one,  to  the  king,  and  afked  if  he  avowed  it.  From 
an  infpeftion  fo  momentary  of  fo  many  papers,  fome 
pretended  to  be  written  or  noted  by  himfelf,  fome 
in  the  hand-writing  of  other  perfons,  and  fome 
printed,  it  might  be  expefted  that  fome  confufion  or 
mifapprebenfion  would  have  enfued.  The  king, 
however,  anfwered  without  hefitation,  and  dilavowed 
the  greater  part  of  the  papers.  The  examination 
being  ended,  the  preftdent  informed  the  king  that 
he  had  leave  to  retire. 
Effea  of  The  king's  appearance  in  the  convention,  the 
dignified  refignation  of  his  manner,  the  admirable 
promptitude  and  candour  of  his  anfwers,  made  fuch 
an  evident  impreflion  on  fome  of  the  audience  in  the 
galleries,  th^it  a  determined  enemy  of  royalty,  who 
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had  his  eye  upon  them,  declared  that  he  was  afraid 
of  hearing  the  cry  of  Vive  le  Roi!  iffue  from  the  tri- 
bunes ;  and  added,  that  if  the  king  had  remained 
ten  minutes  longer  in  their  fight>  he  was  convinced 
it  would  have  happened  ^.  When  he  uttered  the  in- 
terefting  expreilion  of  his  happinefs  in  relieving  the 
people,  which  is  above  recorded,  one  of  the  women 
m  the  gallery,  who,  like  many  others,  had  come 
there  to  execrate  the  monarch,  was  fo  affected  that 
ihe  fobbed  out,  in  a  doleful  voice,  ^^  Ah !  my  God ! 
**  how  he  makes  me  cry  *  !'* 

It  was  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening  when  the  king  Retires 
retired  from  the  convention  into  the  cbambre  des  e'^„™enl* 
conferences.    The  fatigue  of  his  examinati(m,   the  tion. 
agitation  of  his  mind,  and  the  length  of  his  fail, 
then  overcame  him.    ^^  Give  me  a  bit  of  bread,'* 
laid  the  fainting  monarch,  ^^  for  I  have  eat  nothing 
*<  all  day  ^''    The  comparifon  between  his  condi- 
tion at  that  moment,  and  at  former  periods,  was  fo 
afleding, 

<'  That  had  not  God,  for  fome  flrong  purpofe,  fteel'd 
*<  The  hearts  of  men,  they  mud  perforce  have  melted^ 
<<  And  Barbarifm  itfelf  have  pitied  him/' 

The  king  was  carried  back  to  the  Temple  in  the  Returns  to 
feme  coach,  and  with  the  fame  attendants  who  had  ^**«Teroplt 
accompanied  him  to  the  affembly.  The  crowd  ex- 
claimed, **  Vive  la  Repuhlique  /"  and  fome  few  **  h 
"  la  pjLiUotine  /"  but  on  the  whole  they  were  much 
more  tranquil  than  accorded  with  the  wifhes  of  thofe 
who  had  been  fo  adllve  in  inflaming  them.  In  the 
way,  the  anxiety  natural  to  his  fituation  induced  the 
king  to  aik  Chaumette  if  he  thought  counfel  would 
be  allowed  him  ?  The  brutal  procureur-fyndic  an- 
fwered,  ^^  That  it  was  his  duty  to  condu^  him  to 

*  Verbttim  from  Moore^s  Journal,  toI.  ii.  p.  529. 

*  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans^  vol.  iii.  p.  at 5.     Eloge,  p.  159, 
'  ^logej  p,  26 ^t    Conjuration  de  d*Orleans^  vol.  iii.  p,  »S7. 
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*^  and  from  the  affembly.  and  not  to  anfwer  que& 
*^  tions.'*     Chambon  behaved  with  much  more  hu- 
manity;   he  promifed  the  king  early  information, 
and  encouraged  him  to  hope  that  his  requeft  would 
not  be  refufed.     Louis  was  now  entirely  feparated 
from  his  family,  nor  could  his  or  their  remonftrances 
procure  even  the  flight  confolation  of  feeing  his 
fon^ 
Debate  on       After  the  king*s  departure,  a  tumultuous  debate 
o^ttnlSbf  *^^  phcQ  in  the  convention  on  the  demands  made 
by  him  refpefting  his  defence.     The  Mountain,  at 
firft,  infifted  that  he  Ihould  have  no  counfel  j  they 
afterwards  wanted  to  limit  him  to  one ;  but  at  length 
it  was  carried  that  advocates  fhould  be  allowed, 
without  limiting  the  number,  and  that  four  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  ihould  carry  the  information^r 
<3<^f      To  deter  and  intimidate  men  from  undertaking  this 
unpopular  caufe,  it  was  propofed  by  th^  commune  to 
the  convention,  that  they  ihould  be  ftripped,  fcru*^ 
pulouily  fearched,  and  compelled  to  take  an  oath 
pever  to  difcovcr  any  thing  which  came  to  their 
knowledge  in  the  Temple.     This  decree  was  fup- 
ported  with  all  the  influence  of  Robefpierre  and  his 
la&ion  ;  but  at  length  rejeded  ^. 
Target  rp-      The  king  being  informed  that  the-  convention 
^ttfc«?        iiUowed  him  counlel,  named  Tronchet  and  Target, 
Tronchet  accepted  the  office  with  pleafure;    but 
Target,  whp  had  been  a  member  of  the  conftituent 
piflemhly?  r?fufe4  the  dangerous  taik  on  pretence 
Male-        that  he  yas  incapacitated  by  age.     M.  Lamoignon 
5?e^*  ftr  ^P  M^cfherbes,  w^o  was  near  fourfcore,  was  not 
to  pieaj      deterred  either  by  decrepitude  ox  danger ;  he  offered 
^aure.    his  fervices,  which  were  gratefully  accepted,  and, 
together  with  Tronchet,   prepared  to  execute  his 
arduous  undertaking.    The  honour  of  this  voluntary 

t  The  particulars  relative  to  the  tranfaAions  of  the  nth  of  DecenEi- 
|)er»  are  taken  from  Moore*s  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  50'),  et  fcq.  Elog^, 
p.  246,  et  feq.  Hiftotre  du  Proems  de  Louis  XVI,  Debates.  Hiftoriet* 
^  ft  Debates.    Moore's  Journal^  vol.  ii.  p.  516*    Eloge,  p.  a6S. 
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o&nng  was  not  confined  to  Malefherbes ;  feveral 
other  perfonSy  both  in  Paris  and  in  the  provinces,  ten- 
dered their  affiftance  ^ 

Several  French  gentlemen  whom  the  progrefs  of  Laodabh 
the  revolution  had  compelled  to  emigrate,  difplayed  'r?*'®"' 
a  noble  zeal  on  this  occafion.  M,  Lally  Tollendal  emigniL. 
applied  for  a  paffport  that  he  might  in  perfon  defend 
Louis  at  the  b^  of  the  convention.  M.  M.  Cazales 
and  Mounier  made  fimilar  offers.  M.  de  Narbonne, 
who  had  been  minifter  at  war  at  the  commencement 
of  hoftilities,  alfo  demanded  pennif&on  to  plead  the 
caufe  of  his  foverdgn,  and  offered  to  be  refponfible 
for  all  the  ads  committed  by  the  king  during  his  ad- 
miniftration ;  but  this  requeft  being  refufed,  he  drew 
up  a  declaration  in  vindication  of  the  king,  which  he 
forwarded  to  Malefherbes.  M.  Bertrand  de  Mole- 
ville  alfo  tranfmitted  fundry  iafts,  and  the  papers  in 
proof  of  them,  to  Garat,  the  minifter  of  juftice,  - 
requiring  that  they  might  be  delivered  to  the  king. 
Garat  made  a  pitiful  pretence  that  he  had  no  com* 
munication  with  the  prifoner,  and  fent  them  to  the 
prefident  of  the  convention ;  who  finding  that  feveral 
members  were  criminated  by  thefe  papers,  entirely 
fupprefled  them.  M.  Bertrand  wrote  to  the  conven* 
don  expref&ng  his  indignadon ;  but  that  nefarious 
body  paffed  to  the  order  of  the  day,  on^  pretence  that 
Bertrand  being  an  emigrant,  was  dead  in  law,  and 
that  no  attention  was  due  to  a  dead  man.  M.  Ber- 
trand alfo  exerted  himfelf  to  prevent  the  adive  er^ 
ertions  of  Danton  ^,  and  printed  at  his  own  expence, 
the  defence  of  Louis  XVI.  drawn  by  Mounier ;  and 
caufed  it  to  be  profufely  diftributed  in  France.  The 
Chevalier  de  Graves  tranfmitted  a  juftificatory  de-r 
claration ;  M.  de  Bouill^  made  a  depofition  before 
pir  James  Saunderfon,  the  lord  mayor  of  London^ 
Tpfpeaing  the  king's  Qight,  which  however  arrived 

^  Hiftoriet .    Debatet.    ^oo|t*a  jDwna},  s.  5i9»5t4» 
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too  late  to  be  of  fervice ' ;  and  Necker  publifhed  aa 
ailment  in  defence  of  the  king  \ 
14A  Dec.  When  Malefherbes  and  Tronchet  were  admitted 
iiuS"*  to  the  fcingi  they  were  furprifed  to  find  that  none  of 
Icnccb  the  papers  referring  to  the  ad  of  accufation  had  yet 
been  delivered*  The  convention  had,  with  much 
difficulty,  been  induced  to  afford  him  time  till  the 
twenty*fixth  of  December  to  prepare  his  defence ; 
and  thefe  precious  moments  were  in  danger  of  being 
loft  through  perverfenefs  and  barbarous  delay.  The 
papers  being  at  length  delivered,  his  counfel  occupied 
themfelves  in  preparing  his  defence  ;  but  their  great 
age  precluding  the  poilibility  of  making  fuch  exer- 
tions as  the  importance  of  the  cafe  and*  ihortnefs  of 
the  time  required,  they  procured  a  younger  man, 
M.  de  Seze,  to  join  them  ;  and  by  ufing  unremitting 
diligence,  they  prepared  that  well-known  defence 
which  de  Seze  anerwards  read  in  the  conven** 
tion  \  When  de  Seze  had  compofed  the  defence, 
he  read  it  over  to  the  king,  who  approved  it  in 
general,  but  dire£ted  the  omiffion  of  every  exprelEoa 
rdating  to  his  virtues,  or  which  feemed  to  appeal  to 
the  commiferation  of  the  public* 

>  See  Moore*t  Journal^  vol.  ji.  p.  5)8,  ct  feqi  Berband-t  Me*« 
moirsy  vol.  iii.  p.  S04,  et  feq. 

"^  See  Necker.  Thefe  exertions  of  the  emigrants  are  blamed  hy 
Dumouriez  $    Rertrand's,  in  particulary  are  calumniated  and  mifre*. 

Jiidented )  he  is  ftated  to  have  feot  papers  to  the  muvm/Zm,  which  he 
ent  to  the  minifter  of  juftice,  and  to  have  precipitated  the  king*s 
death.  l*he  difapprobation  of  Dumouriea  muft  be  more  acceptable  to 
M.  Bertrand  than  any  praifes  be  can  beftow  ;  and  the  exertions  of 
Bertrand  were  lefs  equivocal  and  more  honourable  than  thofe  of  that 
mock  royallft^,  who,  while  fevera]  thouf^nd  of  his  foldiers  were  in 
PariSt  walked  about  the  ftreets  endeavouring  to  penetrate  into  the 
wiflics  of  the  ihopkeepersy  and  armed  with  piftols  to  guard  himfelf 
againft  the  (hriveled  incendiary  Marat,  and  the  ferocious  ex»mouffuitairt^ 
Pttbois  de  Crance.  See  N&moiresdu  General  Dunwuriez,  annce  1793* 
Partie  Premier,  p.  4S  and  57. 

>  It  would  occupy  too  much  room  to  defcant  on  the  abfurdity  and 
in^ffice  of  the  variooft  charges  contained  in  the  afl  of  accufation,  and  to 
refute  them*  The  reader  is  therefore  referred  to  the  numerous  pub* 
lications  in  defence  of  the  king  $  to  the  authorities  alluded  to  in  ihe 
preceding  notes  }  to  Necker  on  the  RevoFution,  vol.  i.  p.  360  {  and 
to  the  extradls  from  Bertnuid*s  Memoirtf  App«  No.  II,  and  III. 
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the  next,  being  Chriftmas-day,  he  fpent  intirely  ijth. 
by  himfelf,  occupied  in  the  duties  of  religion,  and  ia  s»tuatw» 
<x>mpofing  that  celebrated  will,  which  was  publifhed  king.* 
after  his  death,  and  reflefls  ib  much  honour  on  his^ 
principles  and  charafter**.  The  king  had  been 
fecluded  from  his  wife  and  fifter.  The  convention 
had,  with  great  difficulty,  been  prevailed  on  to  de- 
cree that  he  might  fee  his  fon  and  daughter  ;•  but  the 
important  occupation  in  which  he  was  incelTantly 
engaged,  prevented  his  frequent  indulgence  in  thi^ 
gratification.  His  counfel  were  nor  exempt  fronV 
fufpicion  and  infult,  Maleflierbes  conftantly  fup- 
plied  him  with  newfpapers,  at  which  one  of  the 
commiflfoners  on  duty  expreffed  fomc  furprife,  con- 
lidering  to  what  a  degree  the  people  were  prejudiced 
againft  him,  by  means  of  thefe  publications.  Male- 
flierbes replied,  that  the  king  was  of  a  ftrong  cha* 
rader,  and  bore  his  misfortunes  with  magnanimity* 
The  commiffioner  infintiated  that,  from  the  freedom 
of  his  ingrefs,  the  advocate  might,  if  he  were  not  an 
honeft  man,  fiimifh  the  king  with  poifon.  **  If  t 
"  fliould,**  anfwered  Maleflierbes,  "  the  king  is  too 
"  fincere  a  Chriftian  to  make  ufe  of  it '."  The  king 
felt  the  firmeft  perfuafion  that  the  manifeftation  of 
his  innocence  would  not  procure  his  acquittal,  he 
therefore  prepared  for  the  event  with  magnanimity 
and  refolution. 

The  convention  and  the  commune,  as  if  anxiout  Condua 
to  become  the  voluntary  proclaimers  of  their  own  o^^hecon* 
ignominy,  aflFefted  to  confider  the  king's  condemna-  and  !^m^ 
tion  as  certain  before  they  had  heard  his  defence,  mune. 
Chaumette  faid  in  the  commune,  that  as  the  king     •^^^ 
could  be  confidered  in  no  other  light  than  as  a 
condemned  criminal  foon  to  be  executed,  it  would 
be  difgracefiil  for  the  magifirates  of  the  people  to 

*  Eloge,  p.  177. 

P  Moore*8  JourotU  vol.  ii»  p.  5S7.  ft  it  to  be  obfenred,  that 
Malefiiorbet  always  called  his  auguft  client  tbt  kmg,  though  royalty  was 
i^liibed. 
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accompany  him  to  the  convention,  and  that  he 
ought  to  be  condu&ed  by  the  military  only.  This 
was  over-ruled  only  by  a  fmall  majority.  Santerre, 
as  if  to  enfure  an  excufe  for  that  treachery  which 
would  have  procured  the  murder  of  the  king,  even 
if  the  convention,  contrary  to  all  expeftation,  had 
acquitted  him,  faid  at  the  bar,  that  he  believed  the 
king  might  be  conduced  in  fafety  to  and  from  the 
hall,  provided  he  returned  by  day-light ;  but  if  he 
was  detained  till  dark,  he  would  not  anfwer  what 
might  be  the  confequence,  the  people  were  fo  en- 
raged againft  him  ^ 
»«tii.  Thofe  who  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  king  in  the, 

ftiiiig  the  convention,  had  obtained  a  decree,  that  no  perfon 
t^riei.  ihould  be  admitted  to  the  galleries  till  a  certain  hour 
in  the  morning.  In  contempt  of  this  regulation,  the 
mob  had  taken  pofieilion  the  preceding  evening ;  and 
^hen  Manuel  moved  that  the  decree  ihould  be  in« 
forced,  he  was  hooted,  and  the  convention  obliged 
to  pafs  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Betides  thofe  ia 
the  galleries,  a  crowd  befet  the  paiTages,  and  groupes 
were  formed  in  diiferent  parts  of  the  ftreets,  who 
furrounded,  infulted,  and  threatened  thofe  deputies 
who  were  fuppofed  to  favor  the  king  \ 
Tfce  kinsf  When  the  officers  of  the  municipality  arrived  at 
gi»jo  tbt  ^1^^  Temple,  the  king,  who  was  with  his  counfel, 
afked  how  thofe  gentlemen  were  to  go  to  the  con- 
vention«  He  was  anfwered,  "  on  horfe-back,  or  on 
**  foot,  or  jufl  as  they  pleafe,  for  it  is  of  very  littl^ 
**  confequence.*^  The  king  left  the  Temple  a  little 
before  nine,  in  the  mayor's  coach,  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  importance  of  the  occafion,  converfed 
with  cheerfulnefs,  and  without  difmay.  The  con- 
verfation  turned  on  the  .Latin  hiftorians,  which  gave 
bim  occafion  to  defcant  on  the  preference  due  to 
Tacitus  over  Titus  Livius^      Jn  the  chambre  dcs 


<i  Moore*t  Journal,  vol»  ii.  p.  557,  56o« 
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n^reneesy  he  was  again  met  by  his  counfeL  Gene- 
ral  Bemiyer  announced  his  arrival,  and  he  "was  in- 
troduced in  the  following  order :  Berruyer  and 
Santerre  walked  firft,  the  major  of  Paris  and  the 
procureur  after  them,  and  laK  the  king,  between 
Malefherbes  and  Tronchet,  and  attended  by  de 
Seze. 

The  prefident  faid,  "  Louis,  the  convention  has  Thekinrt 
"  decreed  that  you  fliould  be  finally  heard  this  day."  coubS. 
The  king  anfwered,  "  M.  de  Seze,  one  of  my  counfel,. 
<^  will  read  my  defence."  De  Seze  then  afcended  the 
tribune,  and  read  the  well-known  defence  of  his 
foverdgn,  without  interruption,  except  fome  few 
paufes,  which  the  length  rendered  neceflary. 

While  de  Seze  was  fpeaking,  the  king  preferved  his  Hitrpeeck. 
wonted  tranquillity,  and  when  he  paufed,  addrefled 
fome  words  to  Malefherbes  and  Tronchet,  with  a 
fmiling  countenance.  De  Seze  having  finifhed,  the 
kine  arofe,  and  read  from  a  paper  which  he  held  in 
his  hand,  the  following  words,  in  a  calm  manner,  and 
irith  a  firm  voice ;  ^^  Citizens,  you  have  heard  mv 
^^  defence ;  I  now  fpeak  to  you,  perhaps  for  the  lafl: 
^^  time,  and  declare  that  my  confcience  reproaches 
*^  me  with  nothing,  and  that  my  counfel  hare 
^^  averted  nothing  but  the  truth.  I  never  was  afraid 
^^  of  having  my  conduct  publicly  inveftigated,  but 
**  I  am  molt  feniibly  afilided  to  find  in  the  ad  of 
*^  accufation  a  charge  that  I  defired  to  fhed  the 
^  blood  of  the  people,  and  particularly  that  1  occa- 
*^  fioned  the  misfortunes  of  the  tenth  of  Aueuft. 
^  I  confefs  that  the  numerous  inflances  I  have 
**  given,  on  every  occafion,  of  my  love  for  the  peo- 
*'  pie,  and  the  manner  in  which  I  have  conducted 
"  myfelf,  appeared  to  me  fully  fufEcient  to  prove 
^  how  little  I  feared  expofing  my  own  fafety  in 
*'  order  to  avoid  bloodfhed,  and  to  have  effedually 
^  prevented  fuch  an  imputation."  The  prefident 
iben  interrogated  him  refpeding  fome  keys  takeii' 

from 
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Iram  Clery ;  and  having  alked  if  he  had  a&y  tHilg 

.  more  to  add,  gave  him  leave  to  depart.  , 

Bit  return      While  in  the  cbambre  des  cor^erences^  .iiit  king 

Tcnpie.     difplayed  the  moft  humane .  folicitude  for  the  heakh 

.  of  M.  de  Seze.    Obferving  him  over-heated  widi 

..the  exertion  of  fpeaking  more  than  two  hours,  he 

exprefled  great  anxiety  ;  and  inquired  if  he  could  not 

<  find  means  to  chaQge  his  linen*     In  his  return  to 

the  Temple,  he  preferved  the  fame  calmnefs  which 

r  he  had  difplayed  in  his  journey  to  the  convention. 

He  feemed  little  afieded  with  the  cries  of  the  rabble, 

which  were  more  frequent  than  on  the  eleventh* 

vChaumette,  who  never  omitted  an  opportunity  of 

infulting  the  monarch,  was  fpeedily  gratified.    The 

kingfeemg  him  bow  with  femiliarity  to  fome  per- 

£>ns  in  the  ftreet,  alked  if  they  were  citizens  of  his 

fe£iion.     "  No,"   anfwered  the  procureur^   **  but 

.  '*  they  were  members  of  the  general  council  on  the 

*'  tenth  of  Auguft,  whom  I  always  fee  with  plea- 

*^  fiire."     The  king  obferving  that  this  brutal  Jaco- 

.  bin  wore  his  hat  in  the  carriage,  which  he  had  not 

done  before,  reprimanded  him  for  the  rudenefs,  by 

laying,  *'  You  had  forgot  your  hat  the  laft  time 

*^  you  attended  me ;    but  you   have    been  more 

"  careful  of  your  health  on  this  occafion.**     The 

remaining  converfation  related  to  Chambon's  wife, 

whofe  pifture  was  on  the  lid  of  his  fnuflF  box  *. 

Proceed-         xhe  king  having  retired,  a  long  and  violent  debate 

JJJI^en-*  *  ^xxim  place  on  the  motion  of  Manuel  to  adjourn  for 

ti<m  t         three  days,  and  print  the  defence  and  fend  it  to  the 

departments.     On  the  other  fide  it  was  urged  that 

the  convention  fliould  pronounce  judgment  without 

feparating.     Thefe  contradidory  motions  inflamed 

the  fury  of  the  oppofing  parties   to    the    highefl: 

pitch.    The  Mountain,  fupported  by  the  galleries, 

*  The  account  of  this  day  is  taken  from  Moore*8  Journa1»  vol.  it. 
p.  561,  ct  (cq.  ElogCj  p.  zSii  et  feq.  Hiiioriei.  Debates.  See 
alfo  de  Stfe^t  i'peech. 

difplayed 
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difphyed  the  moft  ou^geous  violence;  they  inflftad 
on  carrying  their  point,  and  even  infulted  the  prefi- 
dent;  but  the  majority  was  not  to  be  conquered,  and 
at  length  it  was  decreed,  that  .every  member  fhould 
defiver  his  opinion  from  the  tribune  before  the  day 
fixed  for  the  appel  nominal^  and  that  the  convention, 
difcontinuing  all  other  bufinefs,  fhould  occupy  itfelf 
folely  on  this  trial  t*     The  Jacobin  club  evinced  a  in  the 
fhare  of  ferocity  truly  difgufting.     They  expelled  J**?^*" 
Manuel ",  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  debate  on  the  ^ " 
proceedings,  the  prefident  became  fo  outrageous  that 
he  exclaimed,  ''  I  declare  myfelf  in  a  flate  of  infur- 
<<  re£tion ;    I  will  aflaffinate   the    firil   Rolandifl^ 
«  BrifTotin,  Feuillant,  or  Girondifl  I  meet."     Thcfe 
were  names  lefs  ufed  as  diftinguifhing  a  party,  thaa' 
•indicating  thofe  who  incUned  to  iave  the  life  of  the 
king\ 

The  decree  for  hearing  the  opinion  of  every  mem-  Portlier 
ber  threatened  to  be  produdHve  of  fa  much  delay,  proceed- 
that,  in  a  few  days,  it  was  repealed ;  and  thofe  who  ioSrcn.**** 
had  compofed  difcourfes  for  the  occaiion  were  or-  tion. 
dered  to  lay  them  on  the  table  that  they  might  be 
printed,  and  read  by  thofe  wha  were  fo  dUpofed. 
The  form  and  arrangement  of  the  queftions  then  took 
up  a  whole  day,  in  which  the  Mountain  finally  fuc- 
ceeded.    The  queftions  were  in  fubflance :  ifl.  Is 
Louis  guilty  or  not  ?     2d,  Shall  the  judgment  to  be 
pronounced  be  fubmitted  to  the  people  in  primary 
aflemblies  ?     3d,  What  punifhment  has  he  incurred? 
Thefe  queftions  were  thus  fubtilly  arranged  to  make 
the  king's  condemnation  more  certain  ^.    It  is  na- 
tural to  fuppofe  that  the  law  ought  to  be  eftabliflied 
before  the  refult  of  it  is  made  known ;  in  that  cafe  the 
firft  queftion  fhould  have  been  placed  laft,  becaufe 

<  Debates,     Moore*s  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p*  ^66» 

*  Moore^s  JournaJ,  vol*  ii.  p.  571. 

*  Conjuration  de  d*Or)eans,  vol.  iii.  p.  S31. 

r  Debaies.    Moore*s  Journal,   vol*  ii.  p,  573,     Conjuration  d« 
4*0rUant^  voU  iii.  p.  a  14.  Hiftoiies« 
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till  the  right  of  appeal  and  extent  of  the  fentence 
were  afcertained,  no  judgment  ought  to  have  been 
pronounced.  Had  the  fecond  queltion  been  placed 
lafl,  many  who  voted  againft  the  appeal,  not  ap- 
proving it  on  general  grounds,  would  have  favoured 
it  as  the  only  means  of  faving  the  king's  life.  But 
fuch  was  the  negligence,  and  fo  fmall  the  mutual 
confidence  of  the  party  who  wiflied  to  fave  the  king, 
that  they  permitted  their  adverfaries  to  gain  this  and 
leveral  other  points  in  the  courfe  of  the  trial,  which 
decided  the  event. 

rjthjan.        ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^PP^^  nominal  there  was  a  general 
1793*     affirmative.     Dumouriez,  fpeaking  of  the  fublequent 
^eftlon      vo^cs  on  this  trial,  praifes  three  hundred  and  ten 
guilty  or    members  who  voted  to  fave  the  king,  and  wiihes  to 
•otr         ered  a  column  on  which  their  names  ihould  be  in- 
fcribed,  like  the  conquerors  of  Marathon  *.     Surely 
the  virtue  of  thefe  men  could  not  deferve  comme- 
moration, who  after  having  devoted  their  king  to 
death  by  lb  unjuff  a  verdift,  exerted  themfelves  id 
equivocal  efforts  to  fave  his  life. 
On  the  ap.      On  the  fecond  appel  nominal^  which  was  put  to  the 
p^i  to  the  ^Q^g  jjjg  f^jrj^Q  ^^y^  jjjg  diYifion  ^ijras :  for  the  affimative, 

'       283  ;  for  the  negative,  424 ; — majority,  147. 

s6thand         The  third  afipel  nominal  occafioned  a  difcuflion 

On  the       which  lafted  two  days,  becaufe  almoft  every  member 

jmnida-      accompanied  his  vote  with  fome  reafon  or  reflexion. 

"^»^        The  number  of  fufirages  was  reduced  by  death,  ab- 

lence,  and  refufals  to  vote,  to  feven  hundred  and 

twenty-one.     Of  thefe,  three  hundred  and  fixty-one 

would  have  formed  a  majority.     On  cafUng  up  the 

votes,  it  appeared  that  34  had  given  their  opinions 

for  death  with  various  reftridions ;  2  for  imprifoa- 

ment  in  chains  ;  and  3 1 9  for  confinement  or  bani(h« 

ment ;  total,  355.    The  number  of  votes  for  deaths 

*  Memoires  de  Dumouriez,  1793,  partie  i.  p.  50.  But  it  it  to 
be  obfcrved^  thai  tliefe  three  hundred  and  ten  heroes  only  voted  for 
the  reipite. 

abfolutely. 


LOUIS  XVI.—THE  QUEEN,  &c.  u^ 

ubfolutely,  was  366;  majority  ii.  But  it  is  to  be 
obfaired,  that  had  fix  votes  been  taken  from  one 
fide  and  added  to  the  other,  the  life  of  the  king 
woiild  have  been  faved.  The  prefident,  Vergniaud, 
after  enumerating  the  fuffrages,  faid,  "  The  punifh^ 
**  meni  pronounced  againft  Louis  is  Death  *." 

This  very  fmall  majority  would  not  have  been  Mean« 
fuificient  to  aflfeft  the  king's  life,  had  not  the  Moun-  «f  <*  •<>  ob- 
tain obtained  a  decree  on  the  day  of  making  the  Joihy."*** 
third  appel  nominal ^  declaring  that  the  majority  of  a 
fingle  voice  was  fuificient,  and  thereby  excluding  the 
king  from  the  benefit  of  an  article  in  the  penal 
code,  which  required  the  confent  of  two-thirds  of 
the  jury  to  pronounce  the  fentence  of  death,     T6 
obtain  this  majority,  inconfiderable  as  it  was,  no 
efforts  either  of  intreaty,  terror,  or  violence,  had  ' ' 

been  fpared.  Grangeneuve  declared  this  in  the  con* 
vendon  when  he  gave  his  vote**;  and  KervelegStn  • 
afterwards  ftated,  that  in  going  on  that  day  to  the 
hall,  he  and  many  othet  members  were  feveral  tithes 
(lopped  and  furrounded  by  bodies  of  the  loweft  clafs 
of  the  people,  who  put  piftols  to  their  heads,  threat* 
ened  them,  and  fwore  they  would  facrifice  them  on 
their  return,  if  they  did  not  vote  for  the  death  of  the 
kings 

When  tlie  fentence  Tiad  been  pronounced,  the  Theking** 
kmg's  counfel  were  admitted.     De  Seze,  after  a  *pp«aV 
fliort  exordium,  read  the  following  letter  from  the 
king: 

"  I  owe  to  my  hono.ur,  to  my  family,  not  to  fub- 
'^  fcribe  to  a  fentence  which  declares  me  guilty  of  a 
**  crime  with  which  I  cannot  reproach  myfelf.    I 

*  Debfltef.-  GdiKiefnets,  5ec.  Judgment  snd  exeeuhon  of  Louit 
XVI.  HiHoiredu  Proc4t«  &c,'-*Vergiii4iMi«  after  proaoiincing  this 
lenience^  p.tffect  the  wliole  night  io  tears,  and  feemed  tjuice  in  a  date  of 
dd'pair.  Beiirand'a  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  5.  041.  Debates.  Moore** 
Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  5S5. 

^  Debates.     Goodemetz,  &c.     Bertrand^s  MeiDoirs^  vol.  i.  p.  io» 

'  Tencb*s  Concipoodeacei  Letter  vii,  p.  106. 

vgi^  I.  K  ^     "  therefore 
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therefore  appeal  to  the  nation  at  large  from  the 
decifion  of  its  reprefentatives ;  and  I  do,  by  thefe 
prefents,  chai^ge  my  counfel,  on  their  fidelity,  by  all 
^^  means  in  their  power,  to  make  this  appeal  known 
^^  to  the  convention ;  and  to  require  that  it  be  men- 
tioned in  the  minutes  of  their  iittings*  Done  at 
Paris  the  i6tfa  January  1793* 

(Signed)  «*  Louis/' 
fit  sfide.  This  paper  having  been  read,  each  of  the  counfel 
enforced  its  contents  with  a  few  obfervadons,  repre^ 
fenting  the  illegality,  violence,  and  cruelty  of  the 
fentence.  The  convention  paffed  to  the  order  of  the 
day  on  the  kine's  appeal ;  and  refolved,  on  the  mor- 
row, to  take  mto  confideration  the  queftion  of  de- 
laying execution  of  the  fentence. 
ittb.  The  next  day,  after  hearing  fome  complaints  re* 

fn«^M  fp^Aing  the  formation  of  the  lifts,  which  were  at 
^nopoiaiof  length  refUfied',  the  order  of  the  day  was  called 
icrpiie.  f^f^  •pi^g  difcufiion  of  the  queftion  of  delay  was 
carried  on  with  no  lefs  vehemence  and  afperity  than 
any  which  had  previoufly  occurred,  and,  after  a  tu* 
multttous  debate,  an  adjournment  till  the  next  day 
was  propofed  and  reludantly  acceded  to.  The  next 
dav  the  difcuflion  was  ciolied,  and  the  ^z^/  mminal 
bemg  taken  on  the  propofition  of  delay,  it  was  nega- 
tived by  a  majority  of  70.  For  the  delay,  310;  agamit 
it*  380.  The  convention  then  decreed,  ^^  That 
*^  the  executive  council  (houki  be  fummoned,  and 
a  copy  of  the  decree  which  pronounces  fentence 
of  death  againft  Louis  deliverd  to  them.  That 
the  executive  council  (hould  notify  the  decree  to 
Louis  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  and  caufe  it  to  be 
executed  within  twenty-four  hours  after  it  had 
*'  been  notified  to  him :  that  the  mavor  and  muni- 
^^  dpal  officers  fliould  be  enjoined  to  (ufier  Louis  to 
^  communicate  freely  with  his  family,  and  to  have 

A  0»  the  rcfult  of  this  fcratiny  it  wtt  averted,  ^at  flie  majority 
aniDft  the  king  was  tmunj  f^ven  %  bvt  that  «n  the  priaciple  abora 
alumed  fonni  a  diffcreocc  ai  ooij  thirteen  or  fourteen* 
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*<  with  him  fiKh  pri^s  ^  h^  mgfai  dflfirs  in  his 
f*  laft  inoipents  ^f  * 

Meanwhile  the  king^  though    epprffed  by  his  Tb^king't 
counfel  of  the  prQce9diQg6  ^gaiiw  him,  and  fupplied  ^|f°^^* 
mth  jonnals  which  informed  him  of  the  malice  and  ^^  ^' 
perfeverance  of  his  fpeaii^,   9^cr  betrayed  the 
llighteft  indicanon^  o£  difmay  or  terror.    !&  fed- 
ings  as  a  inan»  ^d  his  duty  ^  a  chriftian,  prompted 
theeffbrt^  which  he  m?de  to  exculpate  hinyfelf ;  but 
he  was  fo  far  from  fgndly  relying  on  the  triumph  of 
innocence  over  prejudice  and  malice,  that  from  the 
day  when  the  quefti^s  w^r$  arranged  on  which  his 
&te  depended^  he  added  to  his  ufual  prayers  the 
iervice  for  perfons  in  agonies  ^ 

When  Qarat,  the  minifler  of  juiUce,  attended    sotb. , 
with  the  decree,  he  i^ccoftod  the  king  in  a  fiialterine  ^^^^ 
voice :  ^^  Louis/'  he  fatd,  *'  the  executive  coimcu  aoonccdl 
*^  is  ordered  tq  notjfy  to  you  the  decree  which  the 
'^  convention  pafled  laft  nighc"  The  fecretary,  who, 
tif  ether  with  two  members  of  th^  executive  council» 
attended  Garat,  th^  read  the  decree.    At  the  words, 
cm/fired  agaivjl  the  general  faftti  rftbe  nation j  the 
king  appeared  jQio<;ked ;  but  he  heard  the  reft,  in« 
cludmg  his  f^mtence,   with   unalterable  cahnnefi. 
He  r^ed  by  making  feme  demands  which  he  con« 
fidered  eifential  to  his  comfort  in  his  laft  moments  ;         '*• 
>ad  which  were  contain^  in  a  ptpor  he  delivered  to 
Garat  to  prefent  to  the  executive  council.     Garat  ' 
informed  the  king,  that  the  council  could  not  de- 
cide on  his  requefts,  but  that  he  would  fubmit  them 
Co  the  convention  K 

Qarat 

• 

•  DsbftlM.    Hiftoritt.    Moort*ii  JoHinal,  &c.  &o» 

f  Eioge,  p.  »97. 

I  MowL-^s  JouriMl}  vol.  li.  p.  590.  Necker  on  the  Revolution, 
Ml.i.  p.  404.  In  tbe  Elofc,  p.  31 1,  and  in  the  Conjuration  de  d'Or- 
JMAi*  n»l.  in.  p.  •39.  iht  following  acconnt  of  tbts  interview  ti  given 
in  the  words  ot  the  incendiary  Hebeit,  author  of  Lt  Ftr$  Bmbtm,  and 
Deputy  Frmmftw  Jt  h  Ctmmiuu^  who  accompanied  <yarat  on  this  occa- 
fion,    •«  I  was  dcfiroM  lo  he  included  anon^  thofe  who  were  to  be 

K  %  ••.  pftftnt 
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Hiide.         Garat  immediately  read  to  the  convention  the 
"**  *•      paper  he  had  received.    The  contents  were  thefe : 
**  I  demiuid  a  delay  of  three  days  to  prepare  myfelf 
*'  to  appear  in  the  prcfence  ot  God.     To  fee,  in 
*•  private,  the  perfon  I  fhall  point  out  to  the  com- 
''  mtne.-^To  be  freed  from  the  unceafing  watchful- 
*'  nefs  which,  for  fome  days  paft,  the  commune  has 
•*  conftantly  exercifed.— -To  communicate,  in  pri- 
'*  vate,  with  my  family. — That  the  convention  may 
**  take  into  confideration  the  fate  of  my  family,  and 
^*  permit  them  to  retire  whitherfoever  they  pleafe.— 
*^  I  recommend  to  the  nation  thofe  perfons  who 
"  were  attached  to  me,  many  of  whom  have  no 
^^  means  of  fubfiftence  except  the  peniions  I  allowed 
*^  them ;  atfo  thofe  individuals  who  have  expended 
^^  their  whole  fortunes  in  procuring  fituations  about 
"  mc. — The  perfon' alluded  to  above  is  M.  de  Fer* 
"  mom,  (Edgeworth,)  No.  ^83,  RuedeBacq.'* 
Confidered      Several  of  thefe  requefts  had  been  anticipated  by 
JjnSonr  *^  Secret  of  the  preceding  day.     On  hearing  the 
paper  read,   the  convention  immediately  referred 
to  that  decree  for  fo  many  particulars  as  it  applied  to. 
With  refpeft  to  the  king's  family  and  fervants  they 
gave  an  evafive  though  flattering  anfwer.    It  was 
contained  in  thefe  words :  "  The  national  conven- 
tion authorizes  the  executive  council  to  reply  to 
Louis,  that  the  French  nation,  great  in  its  bene* 
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*'  prefent  at  the  reading  of  the  fentence  of  death  againft  Louis*  He 
•*  iiftened  with  uncommon  fang  frwi.  When  the  reading  wa«  over, 
**  he  demanded  acceft  to  his  family,  i  confeflTor,  in  ibort  ecery  tbmg 
*'  which  couUi  afford  him  confolation  in  hit  laft  moments.  His 
'*  gefturcs  and  his  words  were  fo  repleie  with  gracci  dignity^  noble- 
"-nefs,  and  greatnefs,  that  I  could  not  refili  them.  Tears  of  rage 
**  moiftened  my  eye-lids.  There  was  in  his  look  and  in  his  manocr 
^  fomething  evidently  fupernatural.  I  retired,  ftriving  to  reftrain  the 
**  tears  which  flowed  in  fpite  of  me  \  and  refolved  that  (hould  be  my 
*'  laft  minifterial  %Sl  about  him.**  This  account^  from  fucb  a  man  as 
Hehert,  furpafles.any  eulogium  that  art,  ftudy»  or  even  fenfibility  couii 
diftate.  It  illullrates  the  ob^i  vation  of  Boileau  \ 
**  II  me  femble  en  lui  voir  1st  diable, 
«  Que  Dictt  forQB  a  louer  Ics  faijits«** 

^^  ficenct 
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^^  Jkence  asitu  rigonus  in  its  jujtice^^  wiU.takecaim 
^^  of  hi$  family,  and  provide  for  it  a  fuitable  fate." 
This  was:  ;Aio  iinderftood  to  extend  to  his  fervant$« 
TTie .  delay  was  peretnptoriiy  refilled  *.  When  the 
kiBg  was  informed  of  fhis  lafl  ad.of  barbarQu^  fey^- 
rity,  he  (hielded  himfelf  with  patience.  ''  AUtms^  I " 
hcfaid,  ^  il  fikui  fe  foumettre.^Vf€Sl,  1  mufk  fub^ 
"mitV     ^ 

The  abbe  Edgeworth  had  been  apprifed  by  Male^  Edgeworth 
iherbes,  that  (be  king  would  probably  require  his  ^""^^'^'^ 
fervices  if  he  could  obtain  permiiCon  for  him  to 
attend.     Garat^  before  he  returned  to  the  Temple 
with  the  anfwer  of  the  convention,  fent  for  the  abbe 
to  the  Tuilleries^  where  the  executive  council  were  .  . 

fitting;  and,  with  an  apparent  eonfcioufnefs  dF  the .       »  :t 
danger  of  complying,  aiked,  '^  If  he  would  go  to 
•*  Louis  in  the  Temple."—*^  Unqueftionably  I  will," 
anfwered  Edgeworth ;  ^^  the  king's  requeft  is  to  me 
^  an  order.*'    Garat  thisn  took  the  prieft  in  his 
carriage,  and  condu£ted  him  to  the  Teazle.    The  ^t  to  the 
members  of  the  council  appeared  overwhelmed  with  ^«™W«5 
terror  and  conftemation  j  and  Garat,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  journey,   frequently  exclaimed,  "  What  a 
*^  dreadful  conuniffion  1" 

Edgeworth  had,  while  in  the  carriage,  mentioned  treated 
to  the  minifter  of  jufUce,  that  as  he  was  fummoned  ^«*>  «n<i»g- 
to  fulfil  one  of  the  mofl  folemn  and  facred  duties  of  "*  ^' 
his  miniftry,  he  was  defirous  of  obferving  the  forms 
prefcribed  by  the  church,  and  urged  the  propriety 
of  appearing  in  prieft 's  veftments.     Garat  informed 
bim  it  was  impoffible*    He  had  rightly  calcuUited  on 

^  When  ^m  contemplate  the  infultt  and  barbarities  which  the  French 
nation  heaped  on  thtt  unfortunate  famify,  and  the  w:inton  murder 
whichiovoiyed  the  queen  and  the  princefa  f  liyabetb,  if  not  the  dauphin, 
in  an  untimely  fate,  nothing  but  a  precife  quotation  of  the  very  words 
of  the  IcgiiUtnre  can  prevent  a  fufpicion  that  they  are  of  more  recent 
invention,  and  intended  at  a  farcaim  on  their  injuftice,  meannefs,  agd 
eowtrdiy  cruelty. 

'  Debates.  Neclcer  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  ii.  p.  8^S.  Moorc^t 
Journal,  vol.  ii*  p^  59i«    Eloge, 

^  Moovt*s  JournaJ,  vol.  ii.  p.  59ft. 
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iXit  braifaSj  of  tiiS  coU&dl  df  this  ei)Aii»iii«,  f^en 
OH  dut^  at  thfe  Tempte.    Thii^'^iMire  of  th€  Itibil  uti^ 
fefelMg  ^mi  hktdeiiftd  dafir.    Sit  br  ftiMi  iif  them 
iictoflipattied  Qarat  intd  til«4dtij^8  ^efdfi^;  ibe 
ridfKi&itider  Vtfttdii^  Ed^Mth.  in  t^titictt  t6  tib^ 
kkfi^im  ^Ih  of  &»  wilUiter  dF  (ttWe^  t4  Imi^odu^e 
him  liifttfet,  beated  tfim  '^vntli  th^  tMoft  ^fgraci^l 
indigiuty,  rudely  fearched  all  his  pockets,  o^hdd 
%is  fou&bbx  TO  wienAiL'^dhw  it  cont4(|i«d  poifon^ 
iflnd  »amted  his  ptncft.<»(fe  idk  it  Ihotid  cc^oceal  ii 
tlil^tto.     He  ix^  then  permitted  m  dccaid  the  ft^^ 
c^e,  where  the  guiyrds  at  the  6iS6r9lft'^hm  wer« 
idtiiliik^  ftir^aHn^g  and  4hi]^ng. 
Introduced      WlifdA  EdgeWiMth  ^vsis  mttoduced  tp  the  kfaig, 
totiicking^  th%  fight 'rf  W^  fei>elire 'tfgnity,  ccft^ti^fted  \rith  the 
hagg^rtl  'Sufftd  vlUainbus  looks  of  i!ht  P»dtch&&  who 
furh)unc(^  ^m,    afie^ed  ihe  'good  A>tf6  in  the 
%]gheft  de^ee.    The  kit%  fnade  ^  motioh  expreflive 
of  his  wijfh  to  ilc  left  alOtts  with  the  confelfbr.    As 
lb6n  ais  ithe  tooth  t^as  elearred,  the  nbM  fell  on  his 
kiieeb,  Idfifed  bi^  majidfty^^  ha^d,  and  bathed  it  wi^i 
teairs.    tht  kiAj^  wis  peneilat^d  with  ^s  mark  of 
^€^e&!  aftd  loytiity,  trfiich  threw  fears  fw>m  hhn  aftb. 
•«  Excufe  me,  M.  Edgeworlh/*   he  fald ;  •«  none 
^  Irtft  the  ttibft  Wifrctendng  of  toe|i  h^c  been 
'«*  «lte#^  t6  tfftjroafc*  rae  of  Ijite^    )M[y  eyefc  «l-e 
«  kcciiftbtned  to  them  j  bM  the  fight  of  a  man  of 
*«  Trfittiafaliy,  a  faithful  fubjeft,   a^a«  my  whole 
"*'  fo'lxH  aiid  melts  me  a^s  you  fee/* 
TbeircoB.      Tht  king,  having  regained  his  IferenitV,  ted  the 
TOfttion.    ^bg  iftio  fifs  clofet,  and  r*ad  twice  ovclr  the  wffl  he 

had  cpmpofed  with  a  firm  voice  and  proper  em- 
pbafis,  except  at  thoTe  places  where  mention  is  made 

of  the  qYicen,  his  children,  and  his  fitter  *.      He 

« 

I  This  inftrumeDt  TswH1%fnowny  and  iiifeited  in  fomtiiy  pdblica- 
tiont,  rhat  I  Inve  not  placed  it  in  the  Appendix.  |t  fpe^s  thechft. 
racier  of  it>  author  $  generoiYS,,  affectionate,  gratefu),  and  i^tigi<^t  ; 
and  h  dir(>f9ys  a  miird  thiiikmg  joftly,  and  tticapableof  being  pervtrted 
or  deprefled  by  the  moft  ilnifter  circumftancea  tad  the  moil  unmedtcd 
ptrfccutioD, 
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tba  coQVerTed  on  various  topics^   inquired  aiter 
sutty  of  hk  Inendsy  forgave  and  pitied  his  enemies^ 
particularly  tbe  duke  of  Orleans,  and  dqdored  the 
&te  of  his  didod^  fubjdibB.    His  whole  ronverlation 
difplayed  the  mott  fiiblime  and  hesoic  ientiments, 
and  evinced  a  mind  naturally  greats  enlarged,  and 
fordfied  by  a  true  fenfe  of  reli^on. 
'  When  he  had  finifhed  converfing,  he  rofe^p  nuA:e  The  king 
his  laft  vifit  to  his  isaunily,  faying,  ^*  that  ^nld  be  f^^J^ 
^'  his  fevered  trial ;  but  when  it  vasover,  he  ihouMl^  fainiij. 
^  fix  his  mind  folely  on  what  concerned  his  i$L 
**vatidn/'  .      \ 

Leavii^  Edgeworth  in  his  clofet,  the  king  re-:'^?'^^*' 
paired  to  the  apartment  where  his  family  wereabeady  ' 

aflfembled.  Tliis  room  was  only  feparated  by  a  gla^ 
door  from  one  where  two  commiffioners  were  con- 
ftantly  on  duty,  and  who  confequently  could  heu' 
a}l  that  paffed.  The  interview  lafted  more  than  an 
hour.  The  conception  of  man  can  hardly  dspid: 
a  fcene  more  aw&l  and  more  a£Ee£ting  than  wat 
realifed  on  this  occafion.  The  king  entered  the  roofii 
vith  calmnefs ;  and  as  he  was  alone,  freed  from  his 
guards,  his  wife,  fifter,  and  children  enjoy c^a  moi 
mcntary  hope  that  a  brighter  day  was  going  to  arife^ 
They  were  (oon  undeceived*  The  fdence  of  the  king, 
his  embraces,  the  tears  which  his  efforts  could  no 
longer  reftrain,  produced  cries  of  defpair  which  were 
beard  beyond  the  precinds  of  the  Temple*  Though 
affeded,  at  different  times,  beyond  the  power  of 
eacpreiSon,  the  king  retained  his  prefenoe  of 
mindv    When  it  became  neceffary  to  feparate,  he  ^ 

had  occafion  for  fome  exertions  to  tear  himielf  away 
from  their  paffiwate  embraces^  from  their  convuVive 
reflvaints.  He  gave  them  hopes  of  another  meetr 
ing }  but  his  laJI  expreifive  look  belied  his  words. 
His  wife  and  fifter  fell  ienfelefs }  his  daughter,  agi« 
tated  by  various  emodoois,  was  in  a  ftate  which,  for  a 
time,  wecluded  the  hope  of  recoverv.  The  dauphin  Afiaim- 
r?ai  after  him,  his  voice  feil  in  fobs,  rapiiUy  tra-  J?ont!rf  it 

H  4  verfed  dau^ia. 
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vts&d  the  outer,  apartment,   defcended  the  fiairs 
\fitbout  any  one  being  able  to  (top  him,  and  reach^ 
ed  the  colirt-yard  of  the  Temple.    He  addrefled  the 
guards  in  the  moft  pitiful  totniis  of  fupplication,  his 
hands  clafped,  and  throwing  himfelf  on  his  knees. 
Let.  me  pafs,  gentlemen ;  let  lue  pafs !— ^I  want*  to 
fpeak  to  the  people^-to  iiitrek  them  not  to  kill  my 
|)apa,  the  king.— *  Ah  !  let  me  *pafs,  gentlemen  ;  in 
**  the  name  of  God,  do  not  hinder  me !" — His  in- 
.treaties  were  vain,   and'  he  was  compelled  to  re- 
turn", 
"the  king's      The  king  returned  to  his  own  room  in  a  ftate  of 
^^*        iaexprciffiblc  emotion.     When  he  was  fomewhat  re- 
""  *''    covered,  he  faid  to  Edgeworth,  "  Alas !  Why  do  1 
*'  Jiove  with  fo  much  tendemeis,  and  wherefore  am 
*'  I  fo  tenderly  beloved  ?**     He  then  remained  a  few 
minutes  in  filent  meditation,  fighing  and  fhedding 
t^rs.     This  natural  effufion  of  fenfibility  being  pad, 
he  began  a  religious  converfation,  and  aftoniflied  his 
confeflbT'  no  lefs  by  his  eittenfive  knowledge,  than 
by  his  exemplary  piety, 
'^ili*^  At  ten  o'clock,  Clery  intreated  him,  with  tears  in 

^    *        his  eyiQi^  to  take  fome  (upper*     In  compliance  with 
the  wifli  of  [  his  £sdth(ul  valet,  the  king  ate  a  fmall 
ouaatity,.  and    perfuaded  Edgeworth    to   do   the 
fame. 
ScSi""^      After  the  meal,    the   abbe  afked  if  the  king 
theCacra.   would  not .  deiire  to  hear  mafs,   and  receive  the 
»«»*•        communion. .  The  king  expreflfed  the  moft  eamell 
inclination,  but  fuggefted  his  defpair  of  being  able 
Edgewcrth  ^o  prevail  on  the  commiflioners  to  allow  it. — Edge- 
requefts      worth,  whofe  zeal  was  not  damped  by  the  infults  he 
?o  adSnU  ^^  already   undergone,   undertook  to  folicit  the 
fier  it.       favor.    He  judged   rightly  in  expefting  it  would 


!• 


n  This  account  refpe^ling  the  dauphin  is  given  by  many  autbort» 
and  particularly  by  Necker  (on  the  Revolution,  v.  i.  p.  so6}.  It  it 
in  fome  refpe^s  Improbable,  and,  notwithlUnding  the  vouchers,  to  be 
eonfidei^eH  with  cantioi^^  but  it  is  fo  intercfling,  that  I  did  not  think 
the  om^ifiipi}  of-  it  jvftiBablc. 

not 
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sot  be  granted  without  coofideiable  difficulties^  and 
many  injurious  reflections^  On  his  firft  application^ 
one  of  the  commiflioners  laid,  ^^  There  are  exam* 
<<  pies  in  hiftory  of  priefts  who  have  mixed  poifon 
<<  with  the  hoftie.''  Suppreffing  his  indignation  at 
diis  reflection,  Edgeworth  calmly  replied,  ^^  I  have 
^^been  fuffidently  fearched  to  iadsfy  you,  but,  to 
^  obviate  all  doubts,  you  yourfelves  may  fumiih  me 
^with  the  hoftie*"  The  council  took  time  to 
deliberate,  and  at  length  agreed  to  the  requeft  on 
two  conditions  ;  firft,  that  the  prieft  Ihould  reduce 
the  demand  to  writing,  and  fign  it ;  and  fecondly, 
that  the  ceremony  ihould  conclude  before  feven 
o'clock  the  next  morning.  •  Edgeworth  acceded  to 
tbefe  propofids,  and  immediately  went  to  impart  the 
tidings.  The  king  received  them  with  gratitude, 
and  proftrated  himfelf  in  thank%iving  to  God  for . 
the  mercy.  He  then  made  his  preparatory  con- 
feflion,  that  he  might  receive  the  facrament  the  next 

day. 

Edgeworth,  feeing  the  king  much  exhaufted,  pr&«  The  Ung 
vailed  on  him  to  lie  down,  and  himfelf  lay  in  CIcry'g  ^*^* 
bed.  With  a  perfed  confcioufiiefs  that  liis  lail  mo* 
ment  was  rapidly  approaching,  the  king  flept  the 
fleep  of  innocence,  calm  and  undtfturbed.  Exempt 
from  the  terrors  of  confcience  which  would  have 
haunted  a  tyrant  under  the  fame  circumftances,  he 
pafled  this  his  laft  night  without  agitation  and  in 
perfedl  tranquillity. 

At  five  in  the  morning,  the  king  called  for  Clery     »,(|, 
to  afllft  him  in  dreiling.    He  heard  mafs,  and  re-  Reeenm 
ceived  the  communion  with  the  moft  profound  de- 
votion, expreffing  to  the  abbe   his  high  fenfe  of 
God's  grace  in  permitting  him  to  retain  his  faith  in 
religion. 

The  king  poflefled  a  firmneis  and  prefence  of  "»« ^^' 
mind  fupenor  even  to  that  of  his  confeflbr.     A  "^ '' 
noife  was  heard ;  Edgeworth,  apprehenfive  that  the 
fatal  moment  was  already  arrived,  fhewed  figns  ol 

terror. 
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taror.    The  lung  maintamsd  hk  wdiotad  itfdAfm 
It  was  only  the  guaurd  reiummg  thdr  pofts.    i& 
inajefty  addrefled  one  o£  diem,  appourently  to  make 
Ibine  requeft.    The  anfwer  he  received  was ;  ^  Ci^ 
^  toyen,  c^etoit  ion  (a  quand  vous  itiez  rm^  mats  tmir 
^^  ne  Fetes  pIus.^^Tbait  might  have  been  well  enough 
^  ^idzen,  when  you  were  a  king,  but  that's  not  the 
^  cafe  now."    The  king  turned  to  Edgeworth,  lay* 
kig,  ^^  You  lee  bow  I  am  treated ;  but  nothing  can 
^  ihock  me  now/' — At  this  period  he  heard  feotfteps 
on  the  ftairs*^-^  T|iey  are  coming/'  he  i£dd  witk^ 
out  emotion* 
th7com^^      Th^  commifficoiars  of  the  camnrnne^  with  a  confix. 
mUfionent  tutbnal  prieft,  named  Jaques  Rous;,  s^t  their  heaid, 
cattie  to  annoimoe  that  the  i^our  was  at  liand*    ^  it 
^  is  enough,"  faid  the  king ;  ^M  will  join  you  di^ 
^  re^ly  ^  but  I  wifli  to  pafs  a  few  moaaents  alone 
<'  with  my  confeflbr,'^    He  then  repeated  his  recom- 
mendation of  his  family,  and  added  a  xequell,  that 
Clery  might  be  permitted  to  attend  the  queen  /  £ear« 
fial  that  the  tevms  4n  which  the  wiih  was  amumnced 
might  fruftrate  its  execution,  he  haftily  caneQffi^ 
himfelf^  aqd  iaid,  my  wife.     (Je  o^^d  a  packet  to 
Roux,  deliring  hini  to  deliver  it  to  the  conmiane ; 
but  thiis  brutal  imitator  of  Chaun^ette  ^nfwered,  ^  It 
^  is  my  duty  to  condud  you  to  the  place  of  execu- 
"  tion,  and  nothing  more."— <<  You  are  right,"  iaid 
the  king,  and  prefented  it  to  another  commiificmer, 
who  accepted  tl^e  charge,  ^d  delivei?^ :  it  ^^jthv 
fiiUy. 
Btnevo-         When  he  was  Retired  with  Edgeworth,  he  fidd : 
j^^f  ^     w  All  is  confummated.    Give  me  your  laft  b<me* 
vnmb.      ^^  didion."    That  tendemefs  of  regard  with  which 
he  always  confidered  his  friends,  and  which  extend- 
ed even  to  his  enemies,  had  prevented  the  kii^  iram 
requeuing  the  abbe  to  accompany  him ;  but  that 
woi^thy  minifter  voluntarily  offered  it,  and  profisffisdl 
his  determination  not  to  quit  him.    This  promife 
cheered  the  king,  and  added  to  the  conplacenOT 

viul 
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^rftfa    iBiMfch   he  wafi  prepared  to  meet  h^  fsft 
Bdnmt. 

The  Mng  returned  to  the  toom  i;t4iere  Satna^^  j^m  ^** 
was  waiting  for  him,  and,  in  a  4irtii  tone,  pronounce!  xempie* 
(he  vrard,  Marcbons  1  Btfore  they  came  lo  tti^  flairs 
of  the  Tibmple,  the  king,  -oKerving  ths^  die  tMi- 
poiilionerB  wer^  all  covered,  defired  Oleiy  to  t)ring 
hk  hat^  \ftaxh.  he  put  on.  He  walked  throto^  ^he 
0ril  court,  aoid  found  the  carriage  in  the  fecond^ 
Tivo  commiffionfers,  Jaques  Itoux,  and  another  cox^ 
fHtudonal  prieft,  named  Jaques  Claude  Bernard,  en^^ 
^SmA  the  coach.  Two  iU-lookkig  feUows,  belonging 
to  the  ^etidafmes^  ftood  at  the  "Syax*  One  tiS  them 
entered  the  carriage ;  the  long  foUowed  with  Edge* 
^^ordi,  ^id  the  other  ^^ndartne  placed  Umfelf  by  his 
comrade  "•  They  Ij^t  out  between  half  paft  dgtit 
and  niiae  o'clock, 

A  {M-ofound  filence  prevailed  among  the  people.  Proffflion 
The  efcort  confifted  of  twelve  hundred  men,  being  p^H^f^ 
twentywfiye  from  each  feiftion  of  Paris,  feleded  as 
tried  patriots,  and  expert  in  military  diicipUne.  All 
the-  ftf eets  were,  befides,  crowded  with  natioxlal 
guards.  The  doora  of  moft  of  the  houfes  were 
urut,  amd  the  police  had  ftri£ily  forbidden  any  one 
to  appear  at  the  windows.  All  the  ads  of  authority 
on  that  day  bpre  the  impreflion  of  crime,  fear,  and 
violent. 

Jaques  Roux,  fitted  oppofite  the  king,  fixed  his  The  king 
eyes  on  him  during  the  whole  time.     As  the  progrefs  "he  fcaf!* 
was  extremely  flow,  the  king  afked  Edgeworth  for  fe!d» 
^  prayer  book.    The  ^bb^  had  none  but  his  bre- 
viary, which  he  gave  him,  pointing  out  thofe  pfaltits 
which  were  moft  proper  in  his  iituation.     The  Idhg 
continued  r^itiding  with  great  devotion,  till  he  came 

■From  the  difturbeil,  fierce*  and  menacing  countenances  of  tbofe 
tvro  men,  M.  Edgeworth  fufijeAed  that  they  had  orders  to  aiTaifmate 
the  king  in  the  cecch,  in  caie  of  the  appearance  of  any  powerful  at- 
tempt to  refcuc  him:  The  public  pa|)eif  of  the  following  day  alTertt^ 
that  iSiis  fttrpieton  *was  Init  too  well  founded.  fieniar.d*i  Memoiis, 
vol.  iii.  p,  »y$* 

to 
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to  the  foot  of  the  guillotine,  which  t^aa  ereded  b^ 

tween  the  pedeftal  which  had  fupported  the  ftatue  of 

Louis  ZV.  and  the  Champs  Elijees.    He  arrived  at 

twenty  minutes  after  ten. 

His  an-         ^^^  executioners  having  opened  the  coach-door^ 

xiety  for     the  king,  laying  his  hand  on  Edgeworth's  knee,  faid 

f^^      to  the  gendarmes^   **  Gentlemen,  I  recommend  M% 

*'  Edgeworth  to  your  protpftion."    They  made  noi 

immediate  anfwer,  and  he  repeated  his  requeft  with 

greater  eameftnefs.     ^*  I  conjure  you  to  take  care 

^^  that  no  harm  befal  him  after  my  death."     One  6E 

thefe  wretches,  in  a  harfli,  ironic:^  tone  of  voice» 

replied^  "  Well,  well,  ^ve  yourfclf  no  farther  trou* 

^^  hie  }  we  (hall  take  care  of  him/' 

Hit  hand*      '^^  kinff,  having  thrown  o£F  his  coat,  was  going 

tied.         to  afcend  the  fcaffbld,  when  they  fei^ed  his  hand&» 

intending  to  tie  them  behind  his  l?ack«     As  he  wa^ 

not  prepared  for  this  lad  infult,  his  firft  movement 

was  to  repel  it  with  indignation.    But  Edgeworth, 

fenfible  that  all  reiiftance  would  be  vain,  and  would 

ezpofe  the  king  to  outrages  flill  more  violent,  faid^ 

^'  Sire,  this  new  humiliation  is  another  circumftance 

•*  in  which  your  majefty's  fufFerings  refemble  thofe. 

**  of  our  Saviour,  who  will  foon  be  yqur  reward,'* 

The  king's  repugnance  was  infbmtly  fubdued.    With 

a  dignified  air  of  refignation,  he  prefented  his  hands* 

The  executioners,  drawing  the  cords  with  all  their 

force,  the  king  mildly  faid,-  "  There  is  no  need  to 

**  pull  fo  tight/* 

£jgg.  While  he  was  afcending  the  fcaflFold,  Ed£;eworth, 

i»unh*9      as  if  by  infpiration,  uttered  thofe  remarkable  wor4s 

fcenedic    £q  ^^jj  Jjj^q^j^  throughout  all  Europe,   "  Louis, 

"  SON  OF  St.  Louis,  ascend  to  Heaven  *. 
The  king's      -^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^he  king  Came  upon  the  fcaffbld,  ad- 
fjxecii,      vancing  with  a  firm  flep,  to  the  part  which  faced  the 

<*  It  IS  not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  agitation  of  this  worthy  man 
was  fo  great  that  he  forgot  ever  having  iittefed  thefe  words,  thooj^h 
all  writers  agree  in  the  fu6l.  See  Bertraod^s  Memoirs,  voll  lu. 
p.  275.  n. 

palace. 
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palace,  he  defired  the  drums  to  ceafe,  and  was  itn-' 
mediately  obeyed,  in  fpite  of  the  orders  they  had 
received.  He  then  pronounced,  loud  enough  to  be 
heard  at  the  garden  of  the  Tuilleries,  "  French- 
•*  men,  I  die  innocent  of  all  the  crimes  which  have 
been  imputed  to  me.  I  forgive  my  enemies.  I 
implore  God,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  to 
pardon  them,  and  not  to  take  vengeance  on 
**  the  French  nation  for  the  blood  about  to  be 
"fhed.— *• 

He  was  continuing,  when  the  brutal  Santerrc^  AnJcK*. 
pufhed  furioufly  towards* the  drummers,  and  forced  ^"^*^* 
them  to  beat,  without  intermiflion.     The  execution- 
ers  feized  their  viftim,  and  placed  him  tmder  the  axe 
of  the  euillotine. 

Thefe  tranfaftions,  from  the  time  of  his  reaching 
the  place  of  execurion,  occupied  only  two  minutes. 
Edgeworth  remained  kneeling  on  the  fcafFold  in  a 
ftate  of  ftupor,  till  roufed  by  the  cries  of  the  popu- 
lace ;  when  he  retired  to  the  houfe  of  Maleiherbes. 

As  foon  as  the  a£t  was  done,  the  people,  who  had  Condaa 
hitherto  maintained  a  profound  filence,  exclaimed,  ®^  **»«?«•• 
Vive  la  republique  !  A  troop  of  young  men,  placed 
for  the  purpofe,  commenced  a  dance  round  the 
fcafibld.  A  youth,  between  eighteen  and  twenty 
years  of  age,  caught  up  the  bleeding  head,  and 
brandifliing  it  with  ferocious  exultation,  cried,  Vive 
4a  Nation  !  Several  perfons  dipped  the  points  of  pikes, 
pieces  of  paper,  and  pocket  handkerchiefs  in  the 
blood.  The  king^s  hair  had  been  cut  off,  before 
he  afcended  the  fcaffold,  and  was  fold  in  fmall  par- 
cels for  coniiderable  fums.  Thefe  latter  aftions  are 
fuch  as  might,  in  fome,  proceed  from  mere  curiofity^ 
or  a  worfe  motive ;  in  others  they  were  undoubtedly 

P  Mont  joy  e  affertt»  T  know  not  on  what  authority,  that  Santerre  is 
tinjufUv  accofed  of  this  atrocity  ;  but  he  does  not  lay  who  it  was  that 
ordered  the  drams  to  beat.  See  Elo^e,  p.  311.  n.  Conjuration  de 
^*OrlcaDs,  voi.iii.  p.  240.  o«  The  afliutioo  Is  contrary  to  ^h^x^  tefti« 
fliODy, 

t{ie 
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the  genuiae  diiplay  of  byalty^  vcnet jition,  vi4  ptjf 
The  theatres  were  Ihut  ia  the  eyeoing;  and  the 
whole  city  appeared  the  refidence  of  CQBftifioi)  aii4 
difxnay  \ 
The  king  On  the  day  of  the  king^s  execution,  an  old  fer« 
^niicd*  yant  of  his  father,  named  le  Due,  adch'efled  a  let^ 
ter  to  the  convention,  praying  for  leave  to  inter  him 
at  Sens,  with  the  reft  of  his  family.  This  requeft 
was  refufed,  on  the  motion  of  Chabot,  who  faid^ 
that  Louis  ought  to  be  buried  with  other  citizens,  ia 
the  burying  pkce  of  the  feftion  where  he  laft  refided. 
(.egendre  moved,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  cut 
Vp  the  body  into  eighty-four  pieces,  and  fend  one  to 
each  of  the  departments,  and  the  heart  to  the  con* 
vention'.  The  king's  body  was  thrown  without 
ceremony  into  a  fpace  in  the  church-yard  of  Saint 
Mary  Magdalen,  which  was  filled  with  quick  Ume» 
carefully  guarded  till  the  body  was  fuppofed  to  bo 
entirely  confumed,  and  then  levelled  with  the  cir- 
cumjacent ground,  that  every  trace  of  the  fpot 
where  the  monarch  was  depofited  might  be  efieSual- 
ly  obliterated  '•  His  untimely  end  was  honored  by 
a  general  mourning  in  England,  and  moil  other 
countries  in  Europe. 
ObfcrTa-  Jq  relating  the,  tranfadions  of  this  unfortunate 
chan^r.'*  Sovereign's  lue  and  reign,  I  have  had  fo  many  occa- 
fiops  to  digrefs  in  order  to  refute  calumnies,  and  fo 
many  reafons  for  difplaying  the  motives  of  his  con** 
duA,  that  nothing  remains  by  which  his  charafter 

4  In  rehting  the  proceedings  of  the  two  laft  days  of  the  lifeof  Looit, 
I  hnwc  principally  relied  on  Berttand,  who  drew  h\%  ijifoitmition  from 
Kcigewerrh*  and  has  detailed  it  with  a  precifioo^  fimplicily,  and  ele- 
gance, which  I  am  apprehenfive  muft  have  fuffered  conliderably  by  tb« 
abridgment.  See  Memoirs,  vol.  iii.  p.  a5S  toa77.  I  haTe  aub  cob- 
/lilted  the  Htftories  s  Moore's  Jonrnali  vol.  ii.  p.  590,  ct  feq«  ^  Necker 
on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  4.04.  et  feq. ;  Elogej  Roux*t  Report  to 
ihe  Commune  ;  and  various  other  documents* 

'  JOebates*    Robefpierre  a  fes  Commettanay  vol.  ii.  p.  %i^    IBloge^ 

<  Hiftorie^,    Mift  Williamt*a  Letters  in    17931  ^^«  ^  M<at<» 
joye  fays  he  was  buried  under  the^  organ  in  the  chufch.    £lBge» 

can 
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be  flldlrated.    The  efforts  of  calumny  hure 
been  fo  great  and  fo  fuccefsful,   that  the  evidence 
of  aH  his  friends,  and  even  the  reludant  teftimony 
of  his  enemies,  have  been  infuflicient  to  refcue  his 
iame  from  obloquy.    The  want  of  fiimnefs  and 
courage  is  the  principikl  fault,  and  the  one  mod  ge- 
nerally attributed  to  him ;  but  that  feems  to  remit 
from  a  judgment  formed  on  fubfequent  events,  and 
from  not:  duly  confidering  his  charader  in  other  par- 
ticulars.   The  king  certainly  did  not  pofleb  that 
aftive  courage  which  prompts  refillance,  and  pro- 
duces magnanimous  efforts ;  but  in  all  his  fuffenngs 
he  difplayed  an  energetic  prefence  of  mind  which 
demonftrated  that  no  exertion  was  toe  great  for  him, 
had  his   perfonal  danger  been  the  only  obftacle. 
Could  Louis  have  fbreieen  the  events  of  the  revolu- 
tioa  fo  fer  as  they  perfonally  affeded  him,  it  is  very 
much  to  be  doubted  whether  he  would  have  altered 
his  condvft,  whether  he  would  not  have  facrificed 
his  enywn  and  his  life  rather  than  have  reforted  to 
meafurea  which  had  a  tendency  to  involve  his  coun- 
try in  a  war,  either  civil  or  foreign.    Averfe  to 
iiitte,  policy  could  alone  prevent  the  incroachments 
Off  iietftion,  and  preferve  the  exiftence  of  royalty. 
Ihe  circtmiftances  in  which  he  was  placed  were  fe 
new,  <hM  experience^  or  any  judgment  formed  oft 
the  expeiieiice  of  others,  could  not  avail  him.    Ad« 
vlfers  were  fo  numerous,  fo  fpecious,  fo  contradictory, 
and  fe  onfuccefsful,  that  k  is  not  wonderful  that 
he  is  cenfured  by  fo  many  writers  for  not  adhering 
itDplicitly  te  their  plans.    His  interrogatory,  and  his 
laft  wiH,  remain  undeniable  teftimonials  of  the  quick- 
beis  and  correChiefs  of  hi^  judgm^it,  and  the  fin- 
cerity  and  goodnefs  of  his  heart.     His  conduA  on 
Ae  moll  tryin?  occafions,  particularly  the  various 
kiorredi&As  which  difgraced  the  latter  years  of  his 
teign,  lAMSMe  his  magnanimity ;  and  his  condutft,  from 
the  dme  his  trial  commenced  till  the  moment  which 
terminated  his  exiftence,  forms  a  pidture  of  excel- 
lence 
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lence  almofl:  furpaffing  hutnanity,  and  demonftratei 
the  tranfcendent  benefits  of  that  reli^us  purity 
which  takes  the  fenfe  of  Ihame  from  premecfitated 
ignominy,  which  deprives  cruelty  of  its  venom,  and 
death  of  its  (ling. 

Such  was  the  man  whom  his  ill  fate  doomed  to 
reign  over  the  French  in  an  age  when  thefe  virtues 
infured  ruin  inftead  of  refped: !  Such  was  the  man 
whofe  murder  is  ftill  annually  celebrated  by  an  in* 
human  and  impious  feftival ! 


Grief  of        ^jj^  ^^  ^f  contemplation  naturally  turns  towards 

t  le  queen,  ^j^^  unhappy  widow  of  the  murdered  monarch.    On 

the  day  of  their  lafl  interview,  when  the  king  quit- 

ted  her,  all  comfort  fled.     No  confideration  could 

prevent  her  pouring  forth  her  indignation  in  the  moft 

violent  expreflions  againft  his  enemies.     She  difplay«* 

ed  the  moft  poignant  grief,  and  her  fcreams  were 

heard  at  intervals  during  the  whole  nights    The 

next  day  brought  her  the  melancholyconfirmatioii 

of  all  her  apprehenfions,  and  extingui(hed  all  hope 

(if  perchance  hope  faintly  glimmered  in  her  mind) 

Jan.  14th  of  feeing  her  hulband  once  again.     Her  firft  aft. 

She  applies  ^^^^  y^  death,  difplayed  her  fenfibility,  and  fhew* 

for  mourn-      ,  .  1  •    r/  n.  r    j  1^  •         n 

ing.         ^d  to  what  an  abjea  Itate  ot  degradation  flie  was 

brought.     She  was  obliged  to  peddon  the  commif^ 

fioners  on  duty  at  the  Temple  for  mourning  for  her* 

felf  and  family.    This  requeft  was  inferred  to  the 

convention,  together  with  another,  that  Clery  might 

be  permitted  to  attend  her  fon.     The  convention 

granted  the  firft,  but  adjourned  the  confideration  of 

the  other  demand;  and  it  was  never  renewed  "• 

Mode  of       In  the  confiid  of  pardes  which  enfued  from  the 

the¥en.   <l^th  of  the  king  to  the  beginning  of  June,  when 

pie,  the  triumph  of  the  Mountain-  was  complete^  hctle 


<  Moore*s  Jouroalj  foK  lit  p.  ^^^ 
"  Debates. 
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tittention  was  beftowed  on  the  furvivors  of  the  royal 
feunily.  They  remained  in  the  Temple  under  th^ 
mfpedion  of  commiffioners,  badly  attended  and 
teantonly  infulted.  The  inftruftion  of  the  two  chil- 
dren formed  at  once  an  employment  and  a  folace  to 
their  elder  relatives.  The  young  prince  being  now 
confidered  as  king  of  France,  was  treated  with  fuit* 
able  refpefl,  and  feated  at  the  head  of  the  table.  A 
magnanimous  nation  would  have  coniidered  this  only 
as  a  natural  effufion  of  parental  tendemefs,  or,  at 
^'orft,  as  an  unimportant  exhibition  of  inherent 
pride ;  but  the  republicans  of  France  could  not  for- 
give, and  it  formed  part  of  the  accufations  againft 
both  the  queen  and  princefs  Elizabeth  \ 

The  promife  of  the  convention  to  fhew  its  be-  ift  July, 
nificence  and  juftice,  by  taking  due  care  of  the  royal  J^  *«"?■ 
family,  had  been  treated  by  Robefpierre,  at  the  mo-  f^^het 
meat  it  was  made,  as  an  infignificant  and  fervile  ^od. 
effort  of  royalifih  ^ ;  and  it  was  not  to  be  doubted 
that  when  his  party  acquired  an  unlimited  afcendency, 
they  would  aft  conformably  to  thefe  ferocious  fen* 
timents.     Their  firft  aft  of  inhumanity  was  to  fepa^ 
rate  the  young  prince  from  bis  furviving  parent,  and 
place  him  under  the  care  of  one  Simon,  a  cobler^ 
who  was  invefted  with  the  charge  of  his  education* 
This  was  done  purfuant  to  a  decree  of  the  com* 
mittee  of  public  fafety.  The  agony  and  diftrefs  of  the 
unfortunate  mother  may  be  conceived,  but  not  de« 
fcribed.     The  fate  of  her  hufband  was  ftill  frefh  ia 
her  memory,  and  her  mind  foreboded  the  untimely 
end  which  injuftice  and  cruelty  were  preparing  for 
her  fon  *. 

Having  once  again  direfted  the  attention  of  the  *•  Aug. 
people  to  the  miferable  wrecks  of  royalty,  the  lead-  SoviT* 

from  the 

*  Sec  their  TrlaUr  Tcmpitt 
T  Robefpierre  a  fes  Commettans,  tcL  lik  p.  «)4. 

*  Hiftones.— When  Droiiet  mentioned  to  the  convention  the  execu* 
tion  of  this  inhuman  decree,  Robespierre  exprefled  furprise  that  be 
jhould  name  fuch  contemptible  people.    See  Debattif  July  7* 

VOL.  L  L  era 
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cr8  of  the  convention  were  afliduous  to  gratify  the 
inhuman  paifions  they  had  excited,  and  to  purfue 
the  work  of  cruelty  and  blood  to  its  utmoll  extent* 
This  became  the  more  neceflary  in  order  to  amufe 
the  public  mind,  and  divert  their  attention  from  the 
general  affairs  of  the  republic,  which  feemed  pecu- 
liarly unprofperous.     When  the  account  of  the  fur- 
render  of  Valenciennes  arrived,  Barrere  prefented  a 
long  report,  which  he  clofed  with  two  decrees  con- 
fiftkig  of  thirty  articles.     They  direfted,    "  That 
**  Marie  Antoinette  Khould  be  reiFerred  to  the  extra- 
"  ordinary  tribunal,  and  inftantly  removed  to  the 
"  prifonof  theConciergerie,"-7-andthat "  Tieexpefice 
**  qf  the  two  children  ofLouu  Capet^Jhould  be  reduced  to 
•*  what  is  necejfary  to  keep  and  feed  two  individuals  J*  In 
the  night  when  diis  decree  was  palTed^  two  municipal 
officers  repaired  to  the  Temple  to  announce  and  ex- 
jecute  it.     The  queen  was  in  bed;  they  infifted  on 
her  rifing  J  and,  at  her  requeft,  withdrew  while  flie 
.dreffed  herfejf.    They  then  fearched  Her  pockets^ 
.and^  deaf  to  her  intreaties,  took  away  all  their  coi^- 
tents^    ,  The  principal  objeft  of  her  fupplication  was 
a  pocket-book,  which  ihe  vainly  defired  to  preferve. 
With  much  difficulty,  ihe  obtained  permiffion  to  take 
.with  her  a  fmall  parcel,  containing  a  change  of  linen 
and  other  mere  neceffaries.     She  took  a  farewel  of 
her  daughter  and  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  who  di£- 
pl^yed  the  greated  fenfibility  and  afiedion  j  fhe  was 
refufed  the  confolation  of  feeing  her  Ton ;  Wt  pre- 
Terved  an  unabated  fortitude.     She  defcended  mto 
the  court-yard,  where  a  hackney-coach  was  waiting 
to  remove  her,  with  her  bundle  under  her  arm.  One 
of  the  officers  tendered  his  hand  to  help  her  into  the 
carriage  ;  but  fhe  refufed  his  affiftance. 
Sitiwtion        On  her  arrival  at  the  Conciergerie,  the  barking  of 
cieigeric "'  ^^^  niaftiffs  threw  her  into  convulfions,  from  which 
'    Ihe  did  not  recover  till  the  morning.  Her,  cell,  which 
was  half  under  ground,  was  only  eight  feet  fquare^ 
miferably  furnilhed  with  a  hard  ftraw  bed,  and  very 

5  thin 
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tbm  coverings ;  her  diet^  foup  and  boiled  meat  \  Soon 
after  her  removal  to  the  Conciergerie,  (he  applied  to 
die  municipality  for  a  few  neceflaries,  which  were 
brutally  reftt&d;  the  reafon  aifigned  was,  that  to 
grant  them  was  againft  lafmnte  egatiti  *"• 

Her  beauty  was  quite  gone,  and  her  appearance  stii  oa. 
now  indicated  that  grief  and  agitation  had  brought  ^^'  ^'^f' 
her  to  a  premature  old  age.    The  adminiftrators  of  ^^^^^    ' 
the  police,  to  gratify  a  barbarous  curioiity,  ^nd^ 
perhaps  from  motives  of  intereft,  daily  introduced 
into  her  cdl  a  herd  of  fpedator^  to  gaze  oa  the 
ruins  of  degraded  royalty  *• 

In  this  miferable  abode  the  unfortimate  queen  had 
been  confined  upwards  of  two  months,  when  the  end 
of  her  fufferings  approached.  Billaud  de  Varennes 
made  a  motion  that  fhe  fhould  be  immediately  put 
on  her  trial ;  andFouquier  Tainville,  the  public  ac- 
cufer,  drew  up  the  ad  of  acculation.  This  compo- 
fition  was  a  mafs  of  abfurd  allegations,  fupported 
by  abufive  epithets,  and  outrageous  calunmies.  It 
extended  to  all  the  events  of  her  life,  prior  and  fub- 
fequent  to  the  revolution ;  and  by  implication,  to  fome 
a£b  previous  to  her  arrival  in  France.  It  is  needlefs 
to  d^cufs  this  atrocious  and  abfurd  performance, 
which  charged  the  queen  with  the  commiflion  of 
almoft  every  crime,  as  well  political  as  moral,  ai>d 
imputed  to  her  events  in  which  fhe  could  not  poiBbly 
have  had  any  influence. 

Having  beea  fummoned  before  the  revolutionary     tith. 
tribunal,  this  flagitioui  &rrago  was  read  to.  her,  and  ^*<^  ^"'^* 
flic  was  interrogated,  and  crofs-ezamined  refpefti^g  wgat^^y* 
the  fads  alleged.    In  her  examination  fhe  difplayed 
die  ntmoft  finanefs  and  dignity ;  fhe  anfwered  the 
queftions  'with  force  and  preafion,  and  frequentlv  re- 
torted the  accu&tioa  on  her  judges.    Counfpj  -w 

•  Rtilorict.    Proccedtogt  and  Reports  in  the  Coorention. 

^  Refidcoce  in  France  tdtttd  by  G^'ffUdy  vol.  i.  p.  317.  n* 

*  See  bcr  intttrogator/  to  Jurdno^t  Foititi^  tote  of  fioropt,  vol.  v. 
p.  156. 
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official  defenders,  were  then  affigned,  and  her  trial 
ordered  to  commence  the  next  day. 
*5«^-  On  the  enfuing  day,  flie  was  again  brought  be- 
fore this  bloody  tribunal,  and  witnefles  called  in  fup- 
port  of  the  various  charges.  Many  of  thefe  were 
brought  from  the  prifons,  and  knew  that  their  only 
chance'  of  efcaping  the  charge  of  confederacy  was 
their  making  fuch  depositions  as  would  fupport  the 
Z&.  of  accufation.  Many  were  examined  to  prove  mat- 
ters of  hearfay  and  reputed  public  notoriety ;  fome 
fwore  to  converfations  with  third  perfons  which  were 
denied  by  the  parties  faid  to  have  held  them,  or  fo 
totally  improbable  as  not  to  merit  the  flighted  at- 
tention. The  official  defenders  did  not  make  a  fingle 
obfervation  in  behalf  of  their  client,  or  offer  any 
obje£tion  to  thefe  proceedings. 
Her  mag-  The  queen  conducted  herfelf  with  the  mod  he- 
naaimity.  ^^j^  firmnefs,  and  difplayed  great  prefence  of  mind. 
During  the  fird  hours  of  the  trial,  fbe  played  with 
her  fingers  on  the  back  of  a  chair,  as  if  it  had  been 
a  piano-forte.  She  was  frequently  obliged  to  anfwer 
queftions  put  to  her,  arifing  from  the  affertions  of 
the  witnefTes,  and  to  make  obfervations  on  their  per« 
verfions  and  abfurdities.  As  ihe  made  no  fpeoch  of 
any  length,  her  eloquence  hardly  prefents  itfelf  as  a 
topic  of  difcuifion ;  but  ihe  difplayed  in  her  anfwers 
great  calmnefs  and  fagacity,  and  frequently  gave  in- 
itances  of  that  forcible  ftyle  of  laconic  expreffioji 
fuited  to  infulted  majedy.  Of  this .  I  (hall  prefent 
the  following  examples,  in  the  words  of  the  report 
of  her  examination  and  trial. 

**  Obfervation*  That  it  was  fhe  who  taught  Louis 
•'  Capet  that  art  of  profound  diflimulation  by  which 

•  **  he  had  too  long  deceived  the  kind  French  na- 

•  **  lion,  who  did  not  fuppofe.  that  perfidy .  and  vil- 
**  lainy  could  be  carried  tp  fuch  a  degree." 

**  Anfwer.  Tes  ; — The  people  have  been  deceived^ 
*'  -^cruelly  deceived  J  but  mither  by  me  or  my 
••  bufband. 

*^  ^  By 
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*'  ^  By  whom  then  has  the  people  been  deceived  i 

"  J.  By  thofe  who  felt  it  their  inter ejl ;  but  it 
**  never  was  ours  **.*' 

Again. 

"  Preftdent.  Was  it  not  at.  le  Petit  Trianon  that 
"  you  were  firft  acquainted  with  the  woman  La- 
"  motte  ? 

"  A.  I  never  faw  her. 

"  J^  Was  flie  not  your  vidim  in  the  famous 
"  affair  of  the  necklace  ? 

^'  A.  She  could  not  be  fo,  becaufe  I  did  not 
**  know  her. 

^'  ^  You  perfift  then  to  deny  that  you  knew  her  ? 

"  A*  My  plan  is  not  to  deny  ;  /  have  fold  the  truths 
"  and  willperft/i  in  telling  it^*** 

Further. 

"  Prejident.  Do  you  perfift  in  faying  that  Bailly 
"  and  la  Fayette  were  not  concerned  m  your  flight 
"  on  the  night  between  the  twentieth  and  twenty* 
"  firft  of  June  1791  ? 

"  A.  Yes. 

"  P.  I  (hall  obferve  to  you,  that  in  thofe  fafts  you 
^^  are  contradi&ed  by  the  declaration  of  your  fon# 

'^  A.  It  is  eafy  to  m^ke  a  child  only  eight  years 
^^  old  fay  what  one  pleafes. 

^^  P.  But  oj)e  declaration  alone  was  not  judged 
'*  fufEcient — he  was  made  to  repeat  it  ^t  dlSerea^ 
^^  times— s-he  has  always  faid  the  fame  thing. 

«*  A.  Then  I  deny  the  fad  ^:' 
But  thefe  inftancesfail  for  (hort  of  one,  which  though 
well  known  and  generally  repeated*  is  fo  indicative 
of  the  infamy  of  the  court,  and  of  the  heroifm, 
judgment,  and  fenfibility  of  the  unhappy  prifoper, 
that  I  cannot  omit  it.  In  the  ad  of  ^ccufation  was 
a  charge  in  thefe  words:  "  That  the  widow  Capet, 
"  in  every  refpeft  immoral,  and  a  new  Agrippi^a^  is 

'  Jordan**  Political  State  of  Europe,  toU  t.  p.  x5j, 
<  Ibid.  p.  xS4.  ^  Ibid.  p.  189. 
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«  fo  diffolute,  and  fo  familiar  with  all  crimes,  that 
^  forgetting  her  quality  of  mother,  and  the  limits 
**  prefcribed  by  the  law  of  nature,  (he  has  not  he- 
**  fitated  to  proftitute  herfelf  with  Louis  Charles  Ca- 
<*  pet  her  fon ;  and  according  to  the  confeffion  of 
*^  the  latter,  (he  has  committed  indecencies  with 
*•  him,  the  very  idea  and  name  of  which  ftrike  the 
<*  foul  with  horror '." 

This  abominable  accufation  was  not  touched  on 
in  her  interrogatory ;  but  on  her  trial,  Hebert  de- 
pofed  to  a  converfation  between  himfelf  and  Simon, 
in  which  Simon  had  related  fome  confeffioii  or  nar- 
rative of  the  dauphin,  confirming  the  fad  above 
recited.  The  prefident  of  the  tribunal,  from  a  mo- 
tive of  modefty  or  humanity  feldom  difplayed  in  that 
court,  but  which  the  enormous  wickednefs  of  this 
charge  excited,  forbore  any  examination  of  the  pri^ 
foner ;  but  one  of  the  jury  requefted  him  to  demand 
forile  declaration  on  the  fubjeft. 

The  queen  returned  the  following  energetic  reply: 
^<  I  remdned  filent,  becaufe  nature  holds  all  fuch 
f*  crimes  in  abhorrence!** — Then  turning  with  an  ani- 
mated air  to  the  people, — **  I  appeial  to  all  mothers 
••  who  are  prefcnt  in  this  auditory, — is  fuch  a  thing 
*•  pofBble  ?"  This  pathetic  appeal  was  accompanied 
with  a  tear,  the  only  fymptom  of  we^unefs  during 
^  whole  trial  \ 

The 

t  }ofdaA*»  Political  Shite  of  BtiropeiToL  ▼•  p.  150* 

^  Ibid,  p    164      Mifs  Williams  in  her  Letters    in  I7ji4»  iwl.  !• 

p,  i<%  gives  the  following  anecdote  refpe^ing  the  eflFeft  of  ml«  abfard 

.  and   horrible  chaige  on  Kohefpierre :  *'  A  curious  account  df  the 

*«<  evidence  io  fapport  of  thefe  charges*  and  the  cSt&  which  her  be* 

'**  haviour  produced  upon  Robefpierre,  is  recorded  by  ViUte,  a  youo^ 

**  fhan  of  the  revolofiionary  tribanal.    The  fi^nc  palled  during  the 

^'  trial,  at  a  tavern  near  theTtiiUeiies,  where  he  ivas  ifivited  to  diiM 

'«'  with  Robefpierre,  Barrere,  and  St.  Juft.     «  Seared  around  the  ta- 

'    ^*  Me,*  he  layei  *  in  a  doie  and  retired  rt^om,  thry  aflced  me  to  give 

**  them  fome  leading  features  of  the  evidence  on  the  trial  of  the  Auftnan, 

**  I  did  not  forget  that  expoDulation  of  infuhed  nature,  when  Heberc 

<^  accuGng  Ahtoinette  of  having  committed  the  moft  fiiocking  crkne, 

**  (he  turned  with  dignity  towards  the  audience,  and  faid,'  **  I  appeal 

^V  W  the  conference  and  feelings  of  every  mother  prefcnt  to  declaie. 
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The  ^idence  bdng  i^fhed»  and  feveral  new 
qneffions  anfwered,  the  prefident  afked,  ^  Have  yoii 
••  any  thing  to  add  to  your  defence?'*  The  queen 
replied :  "  Yefterday  I  did  not  know  the  witneffes ; 
^  I  knew  not  what  they  were  to  depofe  againft  me ; 
•*  and  nobody  has  produced  any  pofitive  faft.  I 
♦*  finiih  by  obferving,  that  I  was  only  the  wife  of 
•*  Louis  XVI,  tod  that  it  was  requifite  in  me  to 
**  conform  to  his  will/'  The  interrogatories  being 
doled,  Fouquier  Tainville  moved  for  judgment ;  the 
queen  was  taken  out  of  the  hall ;  and  Herman,  the 
prefident,  fummed  up  the  evidence,  or  rather  made 
a  fpeech  from  his  own  invention,  replete  with  the 
calunmies  advanced  in  the  a£t  of  accufadon,  of  which 
no  legitimate  or  relevant  proof  had  been  adduced  '• 

The  jury  retired  for  about  an  hour,  and  then  re-  f^wnd 
turned,  affirming  all  the  charges.  gu^itj. 

TTie  queen  was  then  brought  in,  and  heard  the  Scnteiwt 
verdia  read.    Fouquier  moved  for  fentence  of  death  paffca"^ 
on  two  articles  of  a  penal  code,  framed,  not  only 
lince  the  pretended  fa£bs  were  ^leged  ta  have  taken 
place,  but  fince  the  queen  had  been  imprifoned.  She 
was  9iked,  if  ihe  had  any  objeftion  to  make  to  the 

*<  if  there  be  one  among  them  who  does  not  ifaudder  Rt  the  ides  of 
•<  fttch  horrors.'*— Robefpierre,  ftruck  with  this  anfwery  as  by  ao 
«  clcarical  ftroke,  broke  hit  ^Uic  with  bis  fork.  «  That  block* 
**  bead  Hebert  !*'  cried  he,  **  as  if  it  were  not  enough  that  (he  wM 
**  really  a  Meflalinai  but  he  muft  make  her  an  Agrippina  alCo,  and 
**  furniih  her  with  the  triumph  of  exciting  the  fympatby  oMhe  public 
••  in  her  laft  momenta.**  '  ' 

*  The  author  of  the  Impartial  Hiftory  aiTerta*  that  Come  of  the  chargca 
were  fubftantiaicdy  particuiady  thofe  of  her  favouring  anti. patriotic 
IcDtiments  in  the  French  guards  on  the  ift  Oft.  17^9,  and  her  aftivinf 
is  affitting  the  flight  of  the  royal  family  to  Varennes.  Without  diP- 
cvfiing  tVe  malignity  of  this  infinuation,  or  the  propriety  of  advancing 
foch  ebarges  after  the  acceptance  of  the  conftiiution^  which  this  pre- 
tended tmpartialift  does  not  condefcend  to  notice  }  without  adverting 
to  ibe  fit  nation  of  the  priibner,  who  had  no  means  of  producing  evi- 
dence in  contradidion  j  I  aiTert,  that  neither  of  thefe  fafts  was  ade- 
quately proved.  Lecointre  of  Verfailles  vaguely  depofed  fome  fsAa 
relating  to  a  treat  given  in  the  hall  of  the  opera  i  but  the  inference  from 
them  was  pofitiveiy  denied,  and  no  attempt  made  to  iUbiiantiate  it  by 
beuer  evidence.  With  refpeft  to  the  journey  to  Varenuea,  00  diftio& 
nfi  of  the  queen  was  proved,  but  merely  a  coincidence  with  her-  huf- 
bapd*t  f iewa,  and  fubmiffioo  to  his  dirediomf, 

I,  4  fentence  | 
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fentence  ;  but,  confdous  of  having  defended  herlelf 
rather  with  a  view  to  manifeil  innocence>  than  to 
avoid  condemnation,  (he  bowed  in  token  of  fub- 
miflion.  Her  ofEcial  defenders  declined  making  any 
oppofition ;  and  the  preiident  having  gathered  the 
mfirages  of  his  colleagues,  pronounced  fentence  of 
death,  and  immediate  execution. 

It  was  half  pad  four  o'clock,  when  the  queen  was 
eutcd.^     remanded  to  prifon,  and  put  into  the  cell  allotted  to 
condenmed  criminals.  ^   At  five  ihtgeneraJe  was  beat. 
At  feven  the  whole  armed  force  was  drawn  out,  and 
caxmon  placed  on  the  bridges  and  in  the  fquares. 
At  half  pail  eleven  the  queen  was  placed  in  a  tum- 
bril, or  dung-cart,  with  her  back  to  the  horfe,  a 
mode  of  conveyance  which,  in  the  old  fyftem,  was 
reckoned  peculiarly  infamous.     She  was  drefled  in  a 
white  waiftcoat  with  fleeves,  and  a  white  cap,  both 
difcoloured  with  fmoke,  and  difgracefully  fhabby  ; 
her  neck  and  (boulders  bare,  and  her  hands  tied  be- 
hind her.     By  her  fide  was  feated  the  curate  of  Su 
Landrey   (a  conftitutional  pried,    with  whom  (he 
could  not  communicate)    and  the  executioner.   She 
maintained  her  wonted  firmnefs  and  courage,  and 
fmiled  contemptuoudy  at  the  exclamations  of  the 
mob.    When  (he  afcended  the  fcaffold,  (he  looked 
towards  the  garden  of  the  Tuilleries  with  fome  ap- 
pearance of  agitation.     The  executioner  performed 
his  o(Hce.  Her  head  was  difplayed  to  the  multitude  ; 
her  corpfe  was  interred  like  that  of  her  hu(band,  in 
the  church-yard  of  la  Madelaine^  and  the  grave  filled 
up  with  quicki-lime  ^     . 

•  Marie 

k  See  Frocks  des  Botirbont,  vol.  iii.  The  trial  of  the  queen  in 
Jorclan*8  Political  State  of  Europe,  yo).  v.  and  one  left  perfeif^,  pub- 
liflied  by  the  conduAor  of  the  Timet.  Mifs  V^illianif,  in  her  Letters 
in  i794t  vol.  i.  p.  155.  nfftrtt,  that  is  returning  to  the  Conciergerie, 
the  queen*t  firmnefs  torfook  her  |-»tbat  flie  bur  ft  into  tears;  but  re- 
collc^ed  herfelf,  and  promiied  to  behave  wiih  more  firmnefs  in  her 
way  to  the  fealFold.  She  further  aflerts,  that  her  countenance  in 
the  way  to  the  place  of  execution  cf  ioccd  marks  of  agitation  almoil 

preiq:- 
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Marie  Antoinette  was  facrificed,  to  the  inhoJpitable  ^^"^J^r 
rage  of  the  French  nation,  in  the  thirty -eighth  year  q^eciw 
of  her  age.  Of  her  early  charms,  and  their  pre- 
mature decline,  I  have  already  fpoken.  •  The  fyftem 
of  calumny  purfued  againft  her  was  fo  general  and 
ib  extenfive,  that  to  undertake  her  total  exculpation 
ieems  almoft  Quixotifm.  The  principal  charges  ad- 
vanced by  her  enemies  are,  dilapidation  of  the 
finances  by  her  private  expences,  and  by  large  remit- 
tances to  her  brother  the  emperor ;  and  matrimonial 
infidelity.  On  the  fubjeA  of  her  private  expehce^ 
the  reader  is  referred  to  the  preceding  pages  of  this 
eflay.  With  refpeft  to  the  fuihs  tranfmitted  to  the 
emperor  many  affertions  have  been  made,  without 
the  adduftion  of  a  fmgle  proof  written  px  oral.  Had 
the  feft  been  fo,  neither  kind  of  proof  could  have 
been  wanting ;  the  abfence  of  proof  fupplies  the 
greateft  probability,  or  rather  certainty,  that  the  ac- 
cufation  was  unfounded.  Her  explanation  on  this 
fubje£t  in  the  courfe  of  her  interrogatory,  is  clear^ 
precife,  and  fatisfaftory.    It  wa3  as  follows : 

Ob/ervatian^'^'tiot  content  with  dilapidating,  in 

a  fhocking  manner,  the  finances  df  France,  the 
^  fruits  of  the  fweat  of  the  people,  for  the  fake  of 

her  pleafures  and  intrigues,  in  concert  with  infa- 
**  mous  minifters,  fhe  had  fent  to  the  empercw 
^'  thoufands  of  millions  to  ferve  againft  the  nation 
**  which  foftered  her. 

**  ji«/w^r.— Never :— I  know  this  mean  artifice 
**  has  often  been  employed  to  my  prqudice;  I 
'*  loved  my  hufband  too  much  to  dilapidate  the 

prefernatun).  Paget  confirms  the  iirft  part  of  this  accovnt  ((ee 
vol.  ii.  p.  156.)  s  but  none  of  the  journalifU  or  eye-wttnefTes,  though 
fufEciently  ready  to  have  derc^gatrd  trom  the  charaAerof  the  queen, 
have  uken  any  notice  of  theic  .extraoititiiary  fa£ts.  I  therefore  am 
much  inclined  to  think  them  more  recent  fabrications.  To  Mi/t 
Williains's  teftimony  I  give  little  credit  j  (he  could  not  be  an  eye* 
wilnifty  and  k  Co  little  folicitoue  about  truth  in  herconipitattona»  tliatt 
befides  fre<)uently  retailing  the  moA  abfurd  calumnies  againft  the  royal 
family,  (be  has  preferved  a  ridiculous  and  improbable  fi6)ion  of  the  king 
having  to  the  lalt  moment'of  his  life  entertained  hopei  of  a  refcue  I 

*^  treafurc 
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^'  treafure  of  his  country.  My  brother  did  |;iot  want 
^^  money  from  France,  and  from  the  fame  principle 
^f  which  attached  me  ^o  France,  I  wpuld  not  have 
**  given  him. any  '•" 

This  unfounded  accufation  is  ftill  further  refuted 
by  the  contradiction  of  thofe  from  whom  it  origin- 
ated, who,  while  they  charged  the  queen  with  di- 
lapidations amounting  to  iboufands  of  millionsy  impll-p 
cated  her  in  a  difj^raceful  trick,  which,  if  luccefsnil, 
would  h^ve  produced  only  one  million  of  livres 
(43j75^  A)  t9  be  fharcd  between  her  and  fix  or  fevca 
ibarpers. 

The  other  point  of  accufation,  matrimonial  infi- 
delity, is  fupported  by  aflertions  fo  numerous,  that 
individuals  are  fearful  of  expreifing  doubts  on  a  {Ub- 
Jed  .which  feems  fo  ftrongly  advanced.     The  nature 
of.  the  charge  refills  the  demand  of  evidence  from 
thofe  who  detail  it ;  yet  it  might  be  fuppofed  from 
the  number  of  inflances  adduced,  (for  there  was 
hardly  a  courtier  of  figure  or  a  traveller  of  confe- 
quence  that  was  not  ranked  among  her  ^ivorites,} 
that  fome  proof  would  in  the  courfe  of  the  revolu- 
tion have  come  to  light.     But  even  on  her  trial, 
though  the  h&.  was  alledged  in  the  moft  indecent 
terms,  the  proof  was  not  attempted.    The  circum- 
ilantiai  evidence  is  decidedly  on  the  other  fide  ;  for 
}£  we  lay  no  ftrefs  on  the  ndelicy  and  courage  with 
i^hich  the  queen,  in  the  moil  trying  fituations,  ful- 
filled the  duties  of  wife  and  mother,  (till  it  appears 
impo^ble  that  ihe  fhould  have  been  beloved  as  fhe 
was  by  her  hufband,  had  a  fingle  fad  advanced 
againft  her  been  true,  or  the  fufpidon  in  any  wife 
founded.     That  ihe  could  have  conduced  her  in- 
trigues in  private  is  impoflible ;  becaufe  from  the 
moment  of  her  arrival  in  France  to  that  of  her  death,. 
fhe  was  fiirrounded  with  fpies  and  enemies.     If  the 
ilighteil  of  thefe  accufations  had  been  true,  it  is  not 

'  Qu$en*s  Trial  by  the  conduSor  q£  xht  Times^  p.  m. 
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poffibfe  that  flie  fhovid  have  retained  to  his  laft  hout 
the  warmeft  affections  of  a  king,  who  united  with 
the  moft  iniexible  virtue,  the  higheft  fenfe  of 
honour,  and  the  greateft  horror  of  improprietj "« 
Could  the  queen  in  fuch  a  cafe  have  poflefied  tbo 
efteem  and  affeOion  of  the  unfullied  and  uncalum* 
niated  princefs  Elizabeth,  fo  firmly,  that  on  the  c^ 
lebrated  twentieth  of  June,  fhe  offered  to  lolie  her 
own  life  for  her  prote^ion  ?  The  queen's  own  de- 
claration at  the  time  when  fhe  was  pleading  for  her 
fame,  without  hope  of  her  life,  is  remarkable,  and 
ccmvincing  from  its  genuine  appearance  of  candoi* 
and  virtuous  defiance.  Speaking  of  Trianon,  the 
fuppofed  feat  of  her  voluptuous  revels,  fhe  faid: 
*^  I  wifh  more  than  any  one,  that  every  thing  vfbkk 
f *  took  place  there  may  be  made  fublk  "•'* 


'      ■  — iMM—l ^■^■■PIP^PIWF' 


After  the  removal  of  the  queen  to  the  prifon  oi  The  pn«^ 
the  Conciergerie,  the  children  of  Louis  were  left  ^^^^  Eii«a- 
under  the  care  of  their  aunt,  madame  Elizabeth,  treatment 
who  endeavoured  by  a£ts  of  kindnefs  and  attention  of  th«<ia«- 
to  alleviate  the  mifery  of  their  condition.     She  was  P***"* 
careful  in  imparting  to  the  young  prince  fentiments 
of  reCgion,  humanity;  and  forgivenefs.  She  always 
treated  him  with  fo  inuch  refpeA,  that  the  com- 
miffioners  on  duty  at  length  thought  it  necefTary  to 
repreh^id,  and  finally  to  remove  the  children  to 
ieparate  apartments  ^ 

The  princefs  was  now  compelled  to  perform  the  s^vcritwt 
moft  menial  offices  berfelf.     She  drefied  the  fcanty  menu  *'*^ 
meal  albwed  her,  and  fwept  the  floor  of  her  prifon 

^  The  reader  is  requcftcd  to  recolIf6l  the  king*s  condu^l  towanJt  <{il 
Btrry,  and  judge  by  that  if  he  would  have  connived  at  impurity  m 
his  own  wife, 

B  Jordan's  Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  t.  p.  184. .  Some  htnta 
for  this  exculpation  oi  the  queen  are  taken  from  Flay  fair.  See  UiU 
tory  of  Jacobin ifm,  p.  583. 

*  Mi($  Williams^s  X^ettcri  in  17949  Tol.  ii.  p*  jl* 

with 
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with  her  own  hands !    The  people  feemed  to  have 
forgotten  that  flie  exifted,  and  to  have  coniigned  her, 
\rithoat  confideration,  to  the  brutality  of  h^  jailors. 
The  prin-       ^^^  ^'^^  Called  as  a  witnefs  on  the  trial  of  Bailly, 
cefs  called  to  prove  fome  fa6ls  relative  to  the  tranla£Uon  of 
as  a  wit-  tjjg  Champ  de  Marsy  but  declined  giving  any  tefti. 
mony.     Her  anfwer  to.  the  queftion  put  to  her  by 
the  prefident  of  the  tribunal  was,  **  You  know  that 
**  the  blood  of  your  fovereign  pardons,  but  does  . 
♦*  not  accufe  ^  V^ 
^  ^^        In  the  enfuing  fpring,  Robelpierre  meditated  the 
1794.        deftruftion  of  the  Cc^-deliers;  and  with  his  ufual 
Deputation  policy,  refolvcd  to  occupy  the  public  with  fome  other 
her  dcath^/  event  to  hinder  the  friends  of  his  viftims  from  ex- 
citing commotions  to  revenge  their  fate.     With  this 
view,  two  days  after  he  had  denounced  the  confpi- 
racy  of  the  Cordeliers,  and  obtained  the  arreft  bf 
their  principal  members,  a  dq>utation  from  the  fec- 
tion  of  the  Pantheon,  tutored  for  the  purpofe,  at- 
tended at  the  bar  of  the  convention,  and  required 
that  "  the  impure  remains  of  the  family  who  but^ 
**  chered  the  people  on  the  1  oth  of  Augufl,  ihould 
^^  fall  under  the  avenging  and  protecting  fword  of 
«  the  law''." 
Her  aa  of      The  life  of  this  truly  amiable  princefs  had  beai 
iccttiation.  fQ  virtuous,  fo  beneficent,  fo  exempt  from  blarney 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  fome  diiEculty  to  frame  her 
a6t  of  accufation.     It  contains  many  general  allega- 
tions, couched  in  the  mofl  indecorous  and  infulting 
language ;  but  nothing  which  applied  particularly  tp 
the  conduct  of  the  princefs,  except  a  charge  that  ihe 
had  dreffed  the  wounds  of  {omt  Jederes^  whom  the 
Marfeillois  had  wantonly  attacked  on  their  arrival  in 
Paris ;  that  (he  had  fent  her  diamonds  to  the  count 
d*Artois,  and  that  fince  the  death  of  the  king  fhe 
had  treated  the  young  prince  with  di(lin£tions  due  to 
royalty  \ 

f  Derniers  Regicides.  ^  Debates. 

'  See  the  Ad  oiP  Accufation.  Procci  del  Bourbonii  vol.  iii.  p.  17?. 
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It  IS  aflerted  by  many  writere,  and  confidently  toth  May, 
believed,  that  one  fmgle  anfwer  decided  the  fate  of  ^"*** 
the  princefs.  That,  having  replied  to  the  queftiori 
of  the  prefident  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  "  I  am 
**  aunt  to  the  king,*'  fhe  was  immediately  declared 
guilty '.  Her  *  interrogatory  confifted  of  feveral 
queftions.  Her  anfwers  were  frank  and  obvioufly 
true;  but  the  prefident,  after  malignant  and  vain 
endeavours  to  pervert  her  meaning  and  refute  her 
affertions,  at  length  petulantly  obferved,  that  her  plan 
of  defence  was  to  deny  every  thing.  As  a  laft  effort, 
he  interrogated  her,  **  Whether  ihe  had  not  cora- 
•*  forted  her  nephew  with  the  hopes  of  fucceeding 
"  to  his  father's  throne  ? '     She  anfwered,  "  I  have 

converfed  familiarly  with  that  unfortunate  child, 

who  has  more  than  one  claim  to  my  affeflion ; 

and  I  gave  him  all  thofe  confolations  which  ap- 
peared to  me  likely  to  reconcile  him  to  the  lofs 

of  thofe  who  had  given  him  birth/'    This  anfwer  -^ 

was  conilrued  as  an  acknowledgment  of  a  plot  ^^  to  \ 

build  up  the  wrecks  of  a  fubverted  throne,  by 

deluging  it  with  the  blood  of  the  patriots."  On 
this  obfervation,  without  hearing  a  fingle  witnefs, 
the  princefs  was  condemned  *• 

Four  and  twenty  perfons  were  tried  at  the  fame  andezecn- 
time,  and  condemned  for  the  fame  confpiracy.  They  «»^- 
were  all,  except  one  woman,  who  declared  herfelf 
pregnant,  guillotined  the  fame  day.  The  princefs 
was  executed  laft.  Her  condud  on  her  trial,  and 
till  the  moment  of  her  death,  was  calculated  to  prove 
before  a  tribunal  of  atheifts  the  firnmefs  and  com- 
pofure  which  religion  can  communicate  to  a  mind 
naturally  timid«    She  fell  at  the  age  of  thirty  \ 

<  » 

•  See  Moore*s  View,  vol.  ii«  p.  503.    Playfair*t  Hiftory  of  Jaco<* 
biflirm,  p.  657. 

(  See  her  Interragatoiy  Proces  det  Bourbonsi  Tol.  iii.   p.  S71. 
Mir$  WiUiains*f  Letters  in  1794>»  vol.  ii.  p.  51. 

•  Proceit  &c«  foi.  tii.  p.  iS5.   Let  Derniers  Regicides* 
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j^^iy  ^  ^tnt  teiuty  and  juvenile  graces  df  die  daupbin 
the  dan-  ftre  mentioned  in  the  higheft  tcnoA  by  peribns  who 
»^'  had  the  beft  means  of  judging  oii  the  fubje^^ 
Thefe  qualities,  however,  were  fo  far  from  prochicing 
their  umal  effedt  in  his  fevor,  that  it  is  not  impro- 
bable thev  added  the  incitements  of  fear  to  malig* 
nant  cruelty,  and  contributed  to  embitter  his  lot  and 
fliorten  his  days. 

The  young  prince  was  early  marked  out  as  a 

againft      vi^m  by  the  republicans.    His  education  had  been 

***■*•         the  topic  of  many  contefts  '.    When  the  trial  of  the 

king  was  in  agitation^  the  child,  whofe  tender  years 

precluded  the  poffibility  of  iharing  in  his  pretended 

crimes,  was  neverthelefs  doomed  to  participate  in 

his  puniOiment.    Mailhe  iaid  in  his  report,  **  Louis 

*^  Charles  ought  to  be  guarded  with  the  utmoft 

^^  ftrifinefs,  till  the  day  when  tyrants  hurled  from 

^  their  thrones   might  carry    their  infignificance 

**  where  they  thought  proper,  and  excite  no  more 

•*  intereft  than  Dionvfius  did  at  GoHnth  •/'     Such 

was  the  language  fpoKen  in  a  legiOature  which  braved 

the  united  arms  of  all  Europe,  and  yet  affe&ed  tD 

apprehend  ill  confequences  from  the  liberation  of 

a  helplefs  infant/ 

Obferra-        But  even  admitting  that  a  folidtude  for  the  public 

«»•"•         fafety  might  make  the  republican  rulers  too  cautbus 

in  preventing  every  interruption  of  the  national  peace^ 

what  fentiment  could  prompt  the  fubfequent  cruelties 

which  brought  this  mifbrtunate  diild  to  an  untimely 

grave,  and  difplay  unparalleled  meannefs  and  ma- 

Hgnity  in  thofe  who  invented  and  thofe  who  fanc« 

tioned  them  ? 

HardOiipt      When  the  prince  5f^as  parted  from  all  his  female 

*'rifon."°*  relations,  he  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Simon 

ncot/      21  cobler,  who  was  appointed  his  tutor.     This  wretch 

rigidly  enforced   the  parfimonious  decree  of  the 

>  Bertrapd*!  Mtmmn,  Yof •  11.  p.  40.     Peltier^s   late  Pi6lure  of 
Pftiis,  vol.  i.  p.  ftoi. 
f.  Ueitrand*f  Memoirtf  rol.ii.  p.  14S. 
•  SeeMailhc*t  Rcporti  7tb  Nov.  179ft. 
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legiflature,  ^hich  reduced  the  food  of  Kis  ch&rge  to 
a  bare  fufficiency  for  the  fuflenance  of  nature,  and 
endeavoured  to  poifon  his  mind  with  the  principles 
and  language  of  \ht  fans-culottes ^  and  to  impair  his 
faculties  by  the  habit  of  early  intoxication.  The 
affedled  fears  of  confpiracy  and  efcape  were  employed 
as  the  means  of  increafmg  the  torments  of  the  un- 
orphan.  His  guards  were  accuftomed  to 
many  times  in  the  night  at  the  door  of  his 
apartment,  and  exclaim  with  a  terrific  voice^ 
**  Capet !  are  you  there  ?**  The  child,  waking  in 
terror,  ahfwered, "  Yes,  here  I  am.** — **  Come  hither 
*'  then,  and  let  me  fee  you,**  exclaimed  the  guard. 
Upon  which  the  innocent  objeft  of  this  wanton 
perfecution  was  obliged  to  rife  and  (hew  himfelf 
naked  at  the  wicket.  The  guard  then  gave  him 
leave  to  retire  to  bed,  and  ne.  lay  trembling  anil 
dozing  till  the  fame  fcene  was  repeated.  The  offices 
of  cleanlinefs  were  totally  neglefted.  He  could  not, 
like  his  female  relations,  fupply  the  deficiency  of 
attendants  by  his  own  exertions.  His  chamber  was 
difguiling  through  accumulated  filth ;  his  flefli  was 
never  properly  waOied,  and  his  hair  was  matted  for 
want  of  being  combed.  His  health  appeared  ob- 
vioufly  to  deckne  ;  and  from  long  fuffering,  and  the 
abfence  of  hope,  his  mind  would  probably  have  been 
no  lefs  impaired  than  his  body. 

After  the  fall  of  Robefpierre  it  might  have  been  contimit* 
cxpefted  that  the  rigor  of  the  child's  fete  would  ^If ^f*'^^ 
have  been  foftened  j  but  the  reign  of  terror  and  the  befpierw. 
reirn  of  virtue  were  to  him  aSke.    Four  months  *^  ^*<^* 
after  the  deftru£Hon  of  the  tyrant,  a  deputation  from 
the  committee  of  general  fafety  attended  at  the  bar 
of  the  convention,  to  repel  with  indignation  an 
affintion  advanced  in  the  Courier  Univerfely  importing 
that  ^^  the  committee  of  general  fafety,   perfuaded 
that  no  one  ought,  merely  becaufe  he  was  the  fon 
of  a  king,  to  be  degraded  below  humanity,  had 
**  appointed  three  commiflioners,  men  of  probity 
^  ai|d  knowledge  in  the  place  of  Simon ;  two  of 

*«  themr   * 
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'*  tbem  charged  with  the  education  of  the  orphan, 
*^  and  the  third  to  take  care  that  he  did  not,  a^ 
**  formerly,  want  neceflaries/'  This  imputation 
roufed  the  anger  of  the  committee,  which  was  de- 
clared by  its  orator,  Mathieu,  "  to  have  been  a 
ftranger  to  every  idea  of  meliorating  the  captivity 
of  the  children  of  Capet,  or  of  appointing  them 
*'  inftruftors.  The  committees,  and  the  conven* 
**  tion,**  he  added,  "  know  how  to  ftrike  oflF  the 
•*  heads  of  kings,  but  they  know  not  how  to  cdu- 
•^  cate  their  children/*  In  the  courfe  of  the  fame 
month,  Lequinio  declared  that  France  would  never 
be  at  peace  while  the  offspring  of  the  tyrant  remained 
among  them,  and  moved  that  the  committee  of 
government  fliould  devife  the  means  of  fending  the 
fon  of  Louis  out  of  the  territories  of  the  republic. 
This  was  decreed ;  but  no  fteps  were  taken  to  put  the 
decree  in  execution. 
^  June  Death  at  length  delivered  the  legiflators  from  their 
*J?5-  embarraffment,  and  their  viftim  from  his  woes.  As 
Safpicion  iomc  fufpicions  were  entertained  that  his  fate  had 
ofpoifon.  been  accelerated  by  poifon,  three  furgeons  were 
commiflioned  to  open  him.  They  made  a  vague 
report,  tending  to  prove  that  he  died  of  a  fcrophulous 
complaint ;  but  there  are  many  reafons  to  believe 
that  he  was  poifoned.  The  expediency  of  deftroying 
the  direft  heir  to  the  crown  was  a  motive,  and  the 
untimely  death  of  the  three  furgeons,  Duffault, 
Doublet,  and  Choppart,  is  a  ftrong  corroborating 
circumftance.  The  faft  is  affirmed  by  republican 
/  ^  well  as  royalift  writers  *,  and  becomes  unqueftion- 
ably  credible,  if  we  believe  the  aflertion  of  Char- 
rette,  the  Chouan  chief,  that,  in  order  to  induce  him 
to  lay  down  his  arms,  the  government  engaged,  by  a 
fecret  article,  to  reftore  the  ancient  monarchy,  in 
the  perfon  of  Louis  XVIL* 

^  See  Pages,  vol.  ii.  p.  40?. 

A  For  the  preceding  fa^is,  befidcn  the  Dtbates»I  have  conTulteH 
Necker  on  tbe  Revolution,  vol.  ii.  p.  S4.  the  new  Annual  Kegifter  £or 
1795,  p.  ii».*>47}  LcsDerniers  Rtgicid(»,  &c« 
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THE  nune  of  B^illv  flood  in  the  foremoft 
ranks  of  celebrity  in  the  earlv  day$  of  the 
revolution  ;  it  fell  afterwards  into  obUvion,  and  was 
only  brought  again  to  light  for  the  purpofe  of  ex- 
cidng  the  pc^uUr  vengeance  a^ainit  the  man  who 
ha4  ftared  moft  largely  the  idolatry  of  the  people. 
H^  like  many  others,  abandoned  the  fafe  and  quiet 
fiu^e  of  loyalty  and  obedience,  to  adventure  on  the 
jboifterous  fea  of  popular  commotion,  became  con- 
vinced of  his  folly  too  late,  and  was  ihipwrecked  in 
jm  attempt  to  regain  the  haven. 

Bailly  was  bom  at  Paris }  his  father  was  a  wine  ».*?*^* 
merchant  in  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine.    He  had  Jual^ion, 
an  uncl«  who  was  keeper  of  the  pidures  in  the  royal  »<!  pur- 
cabinet,  and  fome  other  relations  who  held  places  ^"^^** 
under  governments    He  was  at  firft  intended  for  the 
churchy  but  on  the  death  of  an  uncle,  who  left  him 
a  competency,  he  renounced  his  firft  intention  and 
ftudied  for  the  bar.    lliis  profeflion,  however,  was 
no  more  congenial  to  his  tafte  than  the  church, 
and  he  devotol  himfelf  principally  to  the  ftudy  of 
natural  j^ofbphy.      He  publifhed  feveral  works  Pe&(ion« 
which  procured  mm  a  feat  in  the  three  academies, 
and  recommended  him  to  the  notice  of  the  court, 
from  whom  he  received  a  penfion  of  ten  thoufand 
livres  (437 /•  10/.)  a^year,  and  apartments  in  the 
Louvre  . 

^  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  s)i ;  Playfair^t 
Hfftory  of  Jacobin irtn>  i^o.  606 .  M  ontjoye  fayt»  tnat  his  emolamnits 
aoioaiiicd  to  twept j-fiTC  thoufand  livret  (1093  /,  151.)  a-ycar.  Eloge, 
tec,  p.  Il6.0« 
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i7«9-  Baiily  was  an  aftive  member  of  the  foderied 
the  TJTftit  fonned  by  the  corruption  of  free-mafonry,  which 
tiientaf-  abounded  in  France,  and  contributed  fo  much  to 
ftmbiy.     jj^^^j^  jjjg  revolution  ^    At  the  aflemblmg  of  the 

dates  general,  he  was  returned  member  of  the  tierr^ 
eiat*  In  this  fituation  he  entered  warmly  into 
the  views  of  thofe  who  were  defirous  to  humble 
the  fuperior  orders,  and  degrade  the  fovcrdgn, 
views  which  he  purfued  with  the  moft  unrelentmg 
sd  June,  eagemefs.  Before  the  junflion  of  the  three  orders, 
PiTfident  hg  ^;j^s  chofe  a  prefident  or  dean  of  the  fiers-etati 
tiert-etat.  he  filled  the  office  with  all  the  parade  and  infolence 
of  inflated  felf-importance,  which  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  difplaying  on  the  day  of  his  nomination. 
It  had  been  the  cuftom,  when  a  deputation  was  fent 
from  either  of  the  two  higher  orders  of  the  king, 
that  his  majcfly  received  them  in  perfon,  but  when 
one  was  fent  from  the  tiers-etat^  they  were  received 
by  the  keeper  of  the  feals,  who  carried  their  requefts 
to  the  king.  This  cuflom  was  derived  from  anti- 
quity ;  but  in  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  tiers-eiai^ 
it  ^ve  utnbrage,  and  to  break  through  it  they 
framed  a  meflage  of  fmall  importance,  required  the 
prefident  to  inform  the  king,  that  the  commons 
acknowledge  no  intermediate  channel  of  communica- 
tion between  themfelves  and  his  majefly,  and  de- 
fired  to  know  when  he  would  receive  them  in  per- 
fon.  This  meffage  was  tranfmitted  as  ufual  through 
the  keeper  of  the  feals,  on  the  very  day  the  dauphin 
died  at  Meudon.  The  king  returned  for  anfwer 
that  he  could  fee  them  neither  that  evening  or  on 
the  morrow,  and  that  he  could  not,  in  his  prefent 
afflifted  flate,  fix  a  time  for  their  attendance.  This 
meflage  was  written  in  his  own  hand,  but  the  fero- 
cious affeinbly,  deaf  to  the  voice  of  nature,  and 
blind  to  every  objeft  but  the  point  they  wifhed  to 
attain,  perfevered  in  their  demand,  and  the  kiag» 

^  Robifon^s  Proofs  of  a  Confyincjt  p*  50*  4o|» 
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learftil  of  worfe  confequences,  was  obliged  to  receive 
them  the  next  day  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock* 
The  deputation,  twenty  in  number,  with  Bailly  at 
their  head,  waited  on  the  king;  he  was  meir 
Ipokefman,  and  concluded  an  addrefs  on  the  ftale  fub- 
jed  of  the  union  of  the  orders,  with  hypocritical  afliir- 
ances  of  attachment  to  the  perfon  of  his  fovereign, 
and  concern  for  his  lofs;  afiurances,  which  had 
they  been  founded,  would  have  fpared  the  monarch 
a  mordficatioir  which  wrung  from  his  bofom  the 
]>athetic  exclamadon,  ^^  Alas !  then  there  are  no 
•^  Others  amongft  the  members  of  the  tien-etat '  /" 

Bailly  continued  in  this  office  of  dean  of  the  tiers^  1 7tb  jaoe« 
rto/,  rill  that  body  voted  themfelves  a  national  affem-  Jf^^e  rf! 
bly,  and  then  he  was  made  provifionally  prefident  femb] j.  * 
for  four  days  only%  At  this  time  occurred  that 
fiimous  tranfaftion,  which  fet  the  tien^etat  com- 
pletely above  the  other  two  orders,  and  (hewed  the 
king  himfelf  that  he  had  no  refource,  either  in  his 
private  virtues  or  the  loyalty  of  his  people,  againft 
a  combination  the  moft  fubtle  in  its  contrivance  and 
fetal  in  its  eflFe£L  Necker,  alarmed  at  the  obftinacy 
of  the  tUrs-etat^  and  having  in  vain  propofed  plans 
of  accommodation,  prevailed  on  the  king  to  proclaim 
a  royal  fitting,  at  which  a  fyftem  of  government 
vnM  to  be  prefented  to  the  three  orders,  with  direc- 
tions for  their  condu£t  towards  each  other  in  refpeA 
to  the  verification  of  powers*  The  outlines  of  this 
plan  had  been  communicated,  and  the  iaftion  who 
ruled  the  afTembly  were  doubly  anxious  to  prevent 
its  taking  effed.  They  had  prevailed  on  the  ma- 
jority of  the  clergy  to  join  with  them,  but  on  the 
day  appointed  for  that  purpofe  the  royal  fitting  was 

'  Moore*!  View  «f  the  Caofet  and  Progrefi  of  the  French  Reroln- 
tsoiiy  vol.  i.  p.  iS)*  Eloge  Fuacbre  de  Louis  XVI.  par  M.  Montjoye, 
£•  141.  Anecdotety  &c.  vol,  S.  p.  351.  Wildest  Addrefi  to  tbt 
Friends  of  the  Ptople,  4X6. 

•  Impartial  Uiftory  of  the  French  Re?oltttio|),  vol.  i.  p.  l$m  V^ 
Wtet« 
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aoth  June,  ptpdaiined.  Wh^Q  BaiUy  prdented  bimfelf  at  the 
thellnnis-  ^^^  of  the  h^  he  wa3  refored  admittance,  and  in- 
court,  formed  that  no  perfon  would  be  permitted  to  enter 
the  hall  of  the  Jtate;  general;  he  replied,  that  "  he 
^^  would  give  an  account  of  the  proceeding  to  the 
^<  national  qfembfy"  The  deputies  were  already 
afTembled  in  various  groupes  about  the  gate,  a 
report  was  circulated  that  a  diiToIution  of  the  aflem* 
bly  was  intended,  which  produced  much  clamour, 
and  many  pointed  animadverfioi\s }  at  length  the 
prefident,  accompanied  with  the  fecretaries,  returned 
to  the  hall,  and  demanded  all  the  papers  belonging  to 
the  aflembly  ;  having  received  them,  he  went  with 
the  reft  of  the  deputies  who  were  aflembled,  to  a 
ndghbouring  tennis-court,  and  after  many  inflam- 
matory harangues,  they  all  took  an  oath  never  to 
part  till  the  conftitution  was  completed.  It  rained 
violently,  and  the  mob,  which  was  continually 
increafmg,  expreiled  high  indignation  at  the  incon- 
veni^ce  fuftained  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
»>ft«  pie,  which  they  attributed  entirely  to  the  court.  The 
king  was  at  Marli ;  when  he  returned  on  the  morrow, 
he  wrote  to  M.  Bailly  with  his  own  hand  to  inform 
him  that  the  royal  fitting  could  not  be  held  till  the 
d3d,  and  intimating  hia  defire  that  no  meeting 
of  thq  national^  aflembly  ibould  take  place  in  the 
intermediate  time ;  bat  the  aflembly  were  too  im- 
patient to  eflFe£t  the  propofed  jun&ion  with  the  clergy, 
to  accede  to  any  hints  of  delay,  and  too  much  in- 
toxicated with  the  applaufe  of  the  people  to  forbear 
any  indulgence  which  clrcumftances  could  fupply. 
a»d.  They  repair^  to  the  tennis-court  to  meet  the  clergy, 
but  found  it  occupied  by  an  immenfe  multitude,  as 
defirous  to  be  fpedlators  of  the  ceremony  as  they  to 
perform  it.  Difappointed  here,  they  repented  to  the 
Convent  des  Recolets^  and  requefted  the  ufe  of  the 
church.  The  monks  declined  accommodating  them, 
though  in  a  manner  which  could  convey  no  offence. 

They 
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They  now  converted  the  apparent  embarraflment  of 
dieir  fituation  into  an  additional  claim  on  the  admira- 
tion of  the  multitude.  They  returned  therefore  to 
dieir  own  hall,  where,  as  they  reafonably  expeAed, 
they  were  refufed  entrance ;  finalliy  they  went  to  the 
church  of  St.  Louis,  where  they  were  admitted 
without  hefitation,  and  thofe  members  who  had  not 
yet  taken  the  oath  adminlflered  in  the  tennis-court, 
then  received  it.  After  the  performance  of  this 
ceremony,  they  were  joined  by  the  clergy,  who 
defcended  in  form  from  the  choir,  and  being  received 
with  open  arms  by  their  new  aflbciates,  proceeded  to 
the  verification  of  their  powers,  as  did  two  nobles, 
the  firft  feceders  from  the  refolutioos  of  the  majority 
of  their  peers  ^ 

On  the  23d  of  June,  the  day  of  the  royal  fitting,  »!<>• 
Baiily  was  a£Uve*and  (b-enuous  in  his  remonnrances  ^^  ^^* 
with  the  Marquis  de  Br^ze,  againft  the  indignity 
ofiered  to  the  body  over  which  he  prefided,  by  de- 
taining them  under  an  out-houfe  in  a  fhower  of  rain, 
while  the  fuperior  orders  took  their  feats.  He  was 
the  firft,  after  the  king's  departure,  to  indicate  a 
contempt  and  defiance  of  his  orders,  till  then  un- 
heard of,  by  declaring  to  Brdze,  who  came  to  re- 
mold the  afiembly  of  his  majefty's  injunAions  for 
their  adjournment,  till  the  next  day,  that  ^*  the 
'^  national  aflembly  received  commands  from  no 
"  perfon."  This  aft  of  oppofition  was  fo  daring  as 
to  throw  aftonifliment  even  into  that  faftious  bodv  ; 
they  remained  filent,  and  probably  the  prefident 
wpuki  have  been  left  alone  to  bear  the  effefts  of  his 
temerity,  had  he  not  been  fuccoured  by  Mirabeau, 
who,  after  a  fpeech  full  of  invedives  againft  the 
mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  faid,  '^  the  aflembly  fat 
"  there  by  virtue  of  the  will  of  the  people,  and 
*'  would  not  be  expelled  but  by  the  point  of  the 

'  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  89.  Moore^s  View,  vof.  i,  p.  919. 
Pkget.  Hiftoire  6ecrete  de  la  RevolutioOj  vol.  i.  p.  107.  Arthur 
YottDg*t  TraTcltj  p.  115,  xi6. 
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'^  bayonet/^  This  ftep  reftored  the  courage  of  the 
aflemblv,  and  Bailly,  relieved  from  the  embarrafi^ 
ment  ot  his  fituation  by  the  unanimity  of  his  coU 
leagues,  faid  to  the  marquis,  ^^  the  aflembly  decreed 
yeft^day  that  they  would  continue  their  meetings 
after  the  royal  fellion ;  I  can  make  no  alteratioa 
in  that  decree ;''  and  authorized  Brez€  to  cany 


C6 


that  meflage  to  the  king 
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Baiiiy't  To  the  tranladtions  of  thefe  memorable  days 

^pularity.  gaJUy  principally  owed  his  popularity.  The  junction 
of  the  orders  was  by  many  afcribed  to  him,  becaufe 
he  was  prefident ;  the  people  aiTembled  at  his  door 
and  hailed  him  with  fhouts  and  acclamations^. 
Though  his  proceedings  muft  have  been  peculiarly 
gratifying  to  the  Orleans  faction,  yet  there  is  no 
reafon  for  fuppofing  Bailly  particularly  attached  to 
them }  he  was  a  member  pf  the  Club  Breton^  but  it 
is  not  apparent  that  he  was  connected  with  the  cabi* 
net  of  the  Palais  Rt^al  more  than  with  that  of 
Verfailles  \  a  h&  which,  though  it  eftabliihes  the 
^  independence  of  his  character,  does  not  take  away 
the  odium  from  the  brutality  of  his  behaviour  in 
many  inftances,  his  confpicuous  ingratitude,  and  the 
iinifter  means  he  ufed  to  degrade  the  king,  and 
alienate  from  him  the  aflPeraons  of  the  ^  people. 
Bailly  was  defirous,  above  all  things,  of  popularity  ; 
his  difintereftednefs  and  independence  were  fub- 
fervient  to  that  wiih,  and  though  his  mind  led  him 
to  a  connexion  more  pure  xhdfi  that  of  Orleans 
(la  Fayette),  he  was  not  fufficiently  endowed  with 
integrity  to  prevent  his  countenancing  and  even 
participating  many  of  the  crimes  which  difgraced  Iu& 
country. 
T4tb  juiv.  After  the  murder  of  Fleffelles,  he  was  elevated  to 
V^nu  *^  ^^^  ^^^  unfortunate  man  had  held;  but  the 
title  of  Prev6t  des  Marcbands  was  aboliihed,  and  that 


t  Moore*8  View,  vol.  i.  p.  ft 31.    Hiftortet. 

^  Anecdotes^  ^c.  vol.  vi.  p.  %%%  \  Fagb,  roK  i.  p.  siS. 
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of  mayor  of  Paris  fubftituted.  He  is  faid  to  have 
owed  this  elevation  to  the  intrigues  of  Orleans  and 
Mirabeau,  who  were  anxious  to  attach  to  their  party 
the  men  of  letters,  and  thought  this  homage  paid  to 
an  individual  of  their  clafs  a  tempting  allurement  \ 
He,  however,  afcribed  his  new  dignity  to  his  own 
merit  alone,  and  his  vanity  was  proportionably 
augmented.  He  gave  his  fervants  a  kind  of  livery, 
refided  in  a  fuperb  hotel,  and  ornamented  the  pan- 
nels  of  his  carriage  with  three  golden  bees,  an  af* 
fedation  which  demonftrated  that  he  was  in  no 
refpefk  fuperior  to  the  vain-glorious  mob  of  up- 
ftarts^ 

In  virtue  of  his  oiEce,  he  was  appointed  to  regulate     jph.  ' 
the  ceremony  when  the  king  entered  the  capital ;  he  Behaviout 
did  this  in  a  manner  which  difplayed  his  pride^  and  on^hUen/ 
proved  his  anxiety  to  deprive  the  monarch  of  all  try  into 
refpeft  and  perfonal  confideration.     Though  it  was  ^*"'* 
notorious  that  the  royal  family  entertained  fears  very 
juftly  fouled,  that  the  ailaflination  of  the  king  was 
projected,  he  would  not  allow  him  the  comfort  and 
protection  of  his  faithful  gardes  du  corps ;  he  forbad 
them  to  enter  the;  city ;  at  a  certain  diftance  from 
Paris  the  royal  carriage  was  met  by  a  detachment  of 
the  national  guard,  incorporated  with  the  treacherous 
gardes  Franfaifes ;  the  gardes  du  corps  were  obliged 
to  return  to  Verfailles,  and  the  king,  to  whom  the 
plot  to  aflaflinate  him  had  been  mentioned,  was  left 
thus  guarded,  or  rather  expofed,  to  purfue  his  cheer- 
leis  journey  to  the  city,  during  which  the  cuftomary 
efiuuon  of  loyalty,  Vive  le  Roi  /  was  omitted,  and  by 
order  of  the  mayor  and  la  Fayette,  the  national 
guard  and  the  attending  mob  fcreamed  out  Vive  la 
Nation.    At  the  entrance  of  the  city,  at  a  place 

^  Hiftoriet*    Piayfair's  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifin,  158. 
^  Apologie  Hes  projett  des  Chefs  de  la  Revolution,  p«  2oSi    ^n^c^ 
docety  «c.  vol.  n.  p*  ijt* 
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<!atted  Id  Barriere  des  Cmferencesy  the  inflated  mayor, 
with  the  fmile  of  fdf-gratulation,  prefented  the  Key$ 
to  the  king,  with  that  quaint  and  well-known  ob- 
fervation,  **  Thefe  are  the  identical  keys  which  wer^ 
**  prefented  to  Henry  IV.  when  that  monarch  re* 
**  conquered  his  people,  but  in  the  prcfent  inftance 
"  the  people  have  re-ctmquered  their  king/*     At  the 
Hotel  de  Ville  he  placed  on  the  brow  of  the  unfor- 
tunate monarch  that  degrading  cockade,  the  colours 
of  which  were  calculated  to  imprels  on  his  mind  the 
triumph  and  popularity  of  Orleans,  who  wKhed  to 
fupplant  him  on  the  throne  '• 
std.         Bailly  had  foon  an  opportunity  of  provfaig  by 
fc!?B«?"  experience,   that  the  reftraint  of  law  being  once 
thierand    withdrawn  from  a  licentious  populace,  eloquence 
Foulon.     2^ J  wifdom  would  exert   themfelves  in  vain ;  he 
faw  it  in  the  ill-fuccels  of  his  eameft  mediation  for 
Berthier  and  Foulon,  who  tirere  favagely  butchered 
in  fpite  of  his  intercefllon. 
soth  July.     At  the  return  of  Necker  to  Paris,  Bailly  attended 
Recrivct    ^^h  the  reprcfentatives  of  the  commune,  and  made 
*^  ^'^     him  a  complimentary  oration.   He,  doubtlefs,  hoped, 
from  the  recall  of  this  popular  minifter,   that  his 
office  would  be  freed  from  many  difficulties.     He 
expefted  the  reftoration  of  plenty  and  tranquillity, 
the  formation  of  a  conftitution,  and  the  confirmation 
of  his  authority,  with  the  reduftion  of  the  f  oyal  pre- 
rogative.    Short-fighted,   vain,    and    felf-fufficient, 
he  readily  credited  the  popular  outcry,  without  per- 
ceiving the  malice  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  raifed. 
Incapable  of  difcerning  the  intrigues  of  the  Orleans 
fadion,  he  fancied  that  all  the  miferies  of  which  the 
people  complained  originated  with  the  court,   and 
that,  if  left  to  his  own  free  agency,  he  could  prevent 
every  difafter.     He  made  fome  exertions   to  this 

1  Kiftoric«.     Hi(^oire  cle  la  Conjuration  de  d^Orleart^  vol.  ii.  p.  Si* 
Anecdotes^  &c.  vol.  i*  p.  19*. 
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tfeft,  but  they  thwarted  the  tietvs  of  the  dtrke  of 
Orleans,  ^d  ndfed  cotiidderable  cl^imor  "'• 

Though  his  lltuation  furmflicd  hiiti  tritfa  the  means  s^^  oa. 
of  better  ififbftnatiofl,  he  was  totally  ignorant  of  theof"h?"n! 
projefted  infurredtion  of  the  5th  of  Oftober ;  he  con- tended  in- 
iidered  it  a  fjKJtitatiecrus  movement  of  the  people,  and^"*^'^*^*^ 
teas  aftoniihed  t^hen  he  heard  that  the  poijfardes  had 
threatened  his  life,  together  with  that  of  la  Fayette, 
not  knowifig  that  his  office  was  coveted  for  a  more 
able  individual,  and  more  decided  partifan.    On  the     ^^,,- 
6th  of  Oftober,  when  the  royal  family  came  to  Piaris  Keceim 
in  the  evening,  and  when,  after  the  fatigue  and  dif-  '^f  *^^»s* 
turbance  of  that  ind  the  preceding  day,  it  was  ob- and  cool' 
vious  that  thev  required  repofe,  the  vanity  of  Baiily,dua« 
who  was  direaed  to  receive  them  at  the  Hotel-de- 
Ville,    induced  him    to    make    a    long,    imperti- 
nent harangue,  in  which,  amongft  other  atrocities, 
he  called  that  day  a  beatttifid  day.    He  did  worfe ; 
from  a  motire  which  cati  bardlv  be  foftened  into  ne- 
gligence or  nrifapprdienfion,  ne  mifreprefented  the 
words  of  his  unfortunate  Kng,  with  a  View  to  pre- 
vent any  impreffion  of  kindnefs.    Itie  king  faid 
that  he  came  with  joy  and  confidence  to  refide  in  his 
good  city  of  Paris  ;  the  mayor  repeating  the  words 
to  the  people  alTembled,  omitted  the  expreffion,  ivitb 
confidence^  which  alone  conveyed  any  compliment  to 
them.    The  queen,  aware  of  this  intention,  exclaim- 
ed, loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  all  prefent ;  **  You 
**  omit,  M.  Bailly,  the  king  faid,  with  joy  and  con- 
**  FiDENCE."     Confufed  at  this  deteftion,  he  faid  to 
the  by-flanders,  **  Gentlemen,  you  hear  it  from  the 
"  queen's  own  mouth,  which  muft  give  you  much 
**  more  pleafure  than  to  leain  it  from  mine." .   He 
again  waited  on  the  royal  family  the  next  day  at  the 
Thuilleries,  and  made  them  an  hypocritical  harangue 
on  the  joy  and  afFeftion  which  was  fek  by  all  Paris  on 
feeing  them  inhabit  the  palace  of  their  anceflors :  he 

"  Hiftorieit  particttbrljr  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  soo.    Conju. 
ratioQ  dc  d^Orlcans,  vol.  ii.  p.  157. 
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well  knew,  at  the  time,  that  the  palace  was  intended^ 
for  their  prifon,  that  the  joy  of  the  city  was  exulta- 
tion in  fuccefsful  treafon,  and  that  the  affedion  of 
the  people  was  but  a  term  for  infolence  and  con« 
tempt". 
*  Exerts  But  when  la  Fayette  came  to  flate  the  informa* 

bimreif  to  tion  he  had  gained  on  the  night  of  the  5th,  his  fuf- 
wfuJ.*  *  picions  refpefting  Orleans,  and  on  the  true  caufes  of 
the  fcardty   and  popular  commotion,    the  mayor 
was  anxious  to  co-operate  heartily  with  him  in  the 
removal  of  thefe  evils.     He  exerted  himfelf  to  the 
utmoil  of  his  power  to  take  away  all  reftraints  from 
the  fupplying  of  the  capital,  and  to  procure  a  fuffi* 
dency  of  grain,  in  which  bv  the  afliftance  of  the  in- 
trepid and  difcerning  Vauvilliers,  and  by  the  abfence 
of  Orleans,  he  fucceeded  during  the  remainder  of 
his  mayoralty. 
i9tii.        On  the  firft  fitting  of  the  affembly  in  Paris,  he 
Kectivet    attended  with  the  compliments  of  the  commune^  and 
o/the  if  *  was  honored  with  a  vote  of  thanks  and  approbation., 
fcmbiy.     The  capital,  after  the  departure  of  the  duke,  re- 
mained in  a  tolerable  ftate  of  quiet,  the  murder  of 
lift-     Fran9ois,  the  baker,  excepted,  which  produced  the 
famous  martial  law  in  which  Bailly  heartily  coindded. 
1790.    Yet  he  did  not  renounce  his  fadious  prindples ;  his 
attachment  to  la  Fayette  led  him  to  adopt  all  his 
meafures,  and  he  was  amongft  the  moft  a^ve,  both 
by  his  countenance  and  authority,  to  diflurb  the  fit* 
tings  of  the  club  called  the  Friends  of  Monarchy  *• 
May.    He  prefented  to  the  king  a  bronze  medal,  ftruck  in 
medTrio*  commemoration  of  the  6th  of  Oftober,  with  this 
the  king,   legend,  "  fyfirai  dformais  ma  demeure  habituelle*^ 
He  accompanied  this  prefent  with  the  following  ob- 
fervations — "  Sire ;  your  majefty,  at  your  entrance 
into  Paris,  faid,  '  /  intend  for  the  future  to  make  it 
my  chief  place  of  refidence.*    The  city  of  Paris  has 


"  Hiftorict.     Alfo    Conjuration    dc   d^OrleanSy   vol.  ii.    p.  175. 
Anecdotes,  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  197. 
•  Sec  Hiftorical  Sketch  of  the  French  Refolution,  p.  311* 
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^<  caufed  thefe  words  to  be  engraven  on  the  bronze, 
*'  as  they  are  already  engraven  on  the  hearts  of  all 
**  our  fellow-citizens  **.** 

Bailly  was  the  author  of  the  fcheme  preTented  to  p*^  J^*' 
the  aflembly  for  a  confederation,  when  the  king  and  con^^imu 
people  fhould  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  law  not  ^'^* 
yet  promulgated,  and  to  maintain  a  confUtution  not 
yet  formed.  This  pompous  abfurdity  was  to  be  per* 
formed  the  1 4th  of  July,  in  honor  of  the  anniver- 
fary  of  the  capture  of  the  Baftille.  The  Champ  de 
Mars  was  the  place  fixed  on  for  the  exhibition,  but 
the  fhortnefs  of  the  time  allowed  to  make  the  necef^ 
iary  preparations  feemed  an  infuperable  obftacle  to 
its  completion :  this,  however,  was  conquered  by  the 
ardent  genius  of  the  French  nation ;  the  whole  city 
of  Paris,  male  and  female,  noble  and  plebeian,  mafter 
and  fervant,  turned  out  into  the  field,  and  performed 
with  incredible  diligence  the  neceflary  labors.  The 
facred  retreat  of  the  convent  and  monailery  was  vio*- 
lated  with  impunity,  and  nuns  and  monks,  whofe 
vows  obliged  them  to-a  feclufion  with  which  fuch  an 
aft  was  incompatible,  were  forced  from  their  retreats 
by  thofe  who  pretended  fUU  to  refpefk  religion,  and 
who  were  preparing  for  one  of  its  mod:  folemn  cere* 
monies.  The  national  guards,  the  ftrangers  whom 
curiofity  had  attraded,  every  one  was  employed,  and 
barely  two  hours  before  the  commencement  oif  the 
ceremony  the  preparations  were  completed.  The 
ceremony  is  well  defcribed  by  Dr.  Moore '. 

**  The  day  of  fuch  vaft  expeftation  at  laft  arrived ;  nth  July. 
*^  the  amphitheatre  was  formed  with  an  altar  in  the  Jfon^o^tht 
^^  middle,  the  throne  of  the  king,  a  magnificent  pa-  confeden. 
*'  vilion,  and  commodious  feats  for  the  queen  and  ^*^"' 
*'  royal  family,  and  the  triumphal  arches  through 
^*  wnich    the    various    proceffions    were    to   pafs, 
*^  were  finifhed  only  two  hours  before  the  proceifion 
♦*  began.    At  day-break  the  citizens  began  to  flock 

y  Anecdotett  &c.  vol.  i.  p«  soi. 
%  Vtewy  vol,  ii.  p.  158* 
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*^  to  the  amphitheatre,  which,  it  was  fiod,  was  of 
^<  fufficient  extent  to  contain  above  three  hundred 
**  thoufand."  (Other  authors  fity  four,  fome  fix 
hundred  tboufand,  befides  an  incredible  concourfe 
who  crowded  the  circumjacent  hills  and  eminences, 
to  the  extraordinary  amount,  according  to  their  ac* 
counts,  of  three  millions  of  people '.) '  **  On  the 
*<  preceding  night,  fome  of  the  ddftri^s  had  diftri- 
*'  buted  tickets  of  admiffion  to  the  wives  and  daugh* 
•*  ters  of  the  moft  diftinguiflied  or  moft  favored  d* 
^^  tizens ;  and  no  lefs  than  four  thoufand  of  the  na- 
**  tional  guards  were  ordered  on  duty  at  the  field  of 
*^  the  confederation.  This  produced  difcontent  and 
^  murmurs.  It  was  faid  that  all  the  citizens  had  an 
*^  equal  claim  to  a  place  in  the  amphitheatre ;  that 
•*  thofe  who  went  firft  had  a  right  to  their  choice  of 
««  every  place,  except  fuch  as  were  deftined  for  the 
*^  perfons  in  fome  public  office ;  and  the  guards  ap- 
**  pointed  on  fervice  at  the  Champ  de  Mars  de- 
•*  clared,  that  they  would  not  oppofe  the  entrance 
*•  of  any  citizen,  whether  he  had  a  ticket  or  not. 
•*  When  thefe  declarations  were  known,  the  muni- 
^'  cipality  thought  proper  to  order  it  to  be  proclaim- 
*•  ed  in  the  middle  of  the  night  of  the  thiiteenth, 
*•  that  the  tickets  which  had  been  diftributed  were 
'  *^  entirely  ufelefs  ;  which  made  great  numbers  refort 
*^  to  the  amphitheatre  by  bresuc  of  day ;  and  the 
guards,  inftead  of  oppofing  their  entrance,  endea- 
voured to  amufe  them  dunng  the  long  interval  till 
the  ceremony  ihould  begin,  by  military  evolutions 
^'  and  dancing  the  carmagnole  on  the  plain. 

"  The  great  proceflion  confifted  of  a  band  of  mu- 
•*  fic,  a  body  of  national  guards,  cavalry  as  well  as 
**  infantry,  led  by  M.  la  Fayette,  and  followed  by 
•«  the  eleftors  of  the  city  of  fttris— the  principal 
•*  members  of  the  municipality — the  deputies  to  the 
*^  national  aflembly— the  deputies  from  one-half  of 

'  See  Rabaud't  Hiftory^    p.  iSS.      Pagii,  vol.  i.  p.  355.     Mifs 
Williams*!  Letters  from  i'aris  in  1790. 
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^^  the  departments  into  which  France  had  been  di« 
<<  yided<— a  deputation  from  the  army  and  fleet, 
"  headed  by  two  marlhals  of  France— the  deputies 
'^  from  the  other  half  of  the  departments*-and  a 
^'  body  of  hprfe  and  foot  belonging  to  the  national 
«  guards,  with  a  band  of  mufic,  clofed  the  proce£> 
^^  fion,  which  was  rendered  more  fplendid  by  th^ 
'^  banners  belonging  to  the  various  claiTes  of  which 
<<  it  was  compofed,  and  by  the  martial  airs  which 
^^  were  played  in  the  intervals  between  the  univerfal 
*^  exclamation  of  Vive  la  Nation  !  which,  from  time 
^^  to  time,  pierced  the  air.  The  different  bodies 
^*  which  formed  the  proceilion  had  particular  places 
^^  aiOgned  to  them.  Thofe  for  the  members  of  the 
^^  national  aflembly  were  to  the  right  and  left  of  the 
**  king's  throne. 

*'  Two  hundred  priefts,  dreffed  in  garments  of 
*'  white  linen  bound  with  the  national-coloured  rib* 
^^  bons,  flood  on  the  (teps  of  the  altar,  which  had 
^*  been  raifed  for  the  purpofe  of  adminiflering  the 
^*  oath,  for  which  fundion  the  committee  of  the 
^'  commune  appointed  the  biihop  of  Autun,  a  man 
^^  of  talents,  and  one  of  the  moft  ancient  families  in 
^  France,  and  a  zealous  promoter  of  the  revolution. 
^^  When  he  was  about  to  celebrate  the  mafs,  wl^h 
^<  preceded  the  pronunciation  of  the  oath,  the  iky 
^  became  obfcure  with  clouds ;  a  ftorm  of  wind  took 
*^  place,  and  was  followed  by  a  deluge  of  rain.  The 
'^  biihop  proceeded  to  the  celebration  of  the  rnaie 
*'  without  any  regard  to  the  ftorm ;  after  which  he 
^^  pronounced  a  benedidion  on  the  Oriflamme  or 
'^  royal  ilandard  of  France,  and  on  the  eighty-three 
*^  bamiers  of  the  departments  which  waved  around 
it  immediately  before  the  altar. 
'^  The  king  had  been  appointed,  for  that  day  only, 
iupreme  and  abfolute  commander  of  all  the  national 
guards  in  France.  He  named  M.  de  la  Fayette 
'^  as  his  delegate  to  perform  the  funfUons ;  fo  that 
la  Fayette  was  for  this  day  not  only  commander 
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^^  in  chief  o(  the  national  guards  of  Paris,  but  high 
^^  conftable  of  all  the  armed  men  in  the  kingdom, 
*'  which  probably  was  a  greater  number  than  ever 
*^  had  been  in  any  kingdom  in  the  world  before. 
•*  M.  la  Fayette,  as  their  reprefentative,  took  the 
«'  oath  iirft.  When  he  left  the  bottom  of  the  throne 
^*  where  he  had  hitherto  flood,  and  moved  towards 
**  the  altar  for  that  purpofe,  the  trumpets  began  to 
^^  found  ;  a  vaft  band  of  martial  mufic  continued  to 
•'  play  while  he  afcended  the  fteps  of  the  altar.  In 
•*  the  view  of  the  multitude  who  filled  this  immenfe 
*^  circus  around,  he  laid  the  point  of  his  fword  upon 
^^  the  Bible  which  was  on  the  table  of  the  altar,  and 
**  railing  his  other  hand  towards  the  Iky,  the  mufic 
*^  ceafed ;  an  univerfal  flillnefs  enfued  ;  and  he  pro- 
•*  nounced,  *  We  fwear  to  be  ever  faithful  to  the 
*^  nation,  to  the  law,  and  to  the  king ;  to  maintain, 
**  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  the  conftitution  de- 
^'  creed  by  the  national  afTembly,  and  accepted  by 
**  the  king.'  The  trumpets  beginning  to  found  as 
*'  foon  as  he  had  finifhed,  were  drowned  in  the  ac- 
**  clamation  of  Vive  la  Nation  !  All  the  members  of 
**  the  national  aflembly  then  (landing  up,  the  prefi- 
^*  dent  pronounced  the  oath  in  his  own  name  and 
^^  that  of  his  brethren  ;  which  was,  in  like  manner^ 
^  followed  by  mufic  and  acclamation. 

**  When  the  king  himfelf  arofe,  a  great  body  of 
•*  the  national  guards  prefTed  near  the  throne,  which 
**  they  furrounded  with  raifed  arms,  while  he  rc- 
••  peated,  Moi^  roi  des  Franfais^  je  jure  d^employer 
•*  tout  le  pouvoir  qui  nfejl  delegui  par  la  lot  conjlitiu 
**  tionelle  de  Fetatj  a  maintenir  la  con/iitution  decritSe 
•*  par  Fajfemblee  nationale  et  acceptee  par  moiy  et  ifaire 
**  executer  les  loix.  *  I,  king  of  the  French,  fwear  to 
**  employ  all  the  power  that  is  configned  to  me  by 
**  the  conflitutional  law  of  the  flate,  m  maintaining 
*^  the  cottflitution  decreed  by  the  national  aiTembly, 
•*  and  accepted  by  me,  and  in  enforcing  the  execu- 
**  tion  of  the  laws.'    A  fignal  being  given  that  the 
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•'  king  had  taken  the  oath,  the  air  refounded  with 
**  alternate  peals  of  artillery  and  fhouts  of  the  peo- 
"  pie  ;  and  thus  ended  a  ceremony,  which,  notwith^ 
"  ftanding  the  good  intentions  of  many  who  took  the 
^^  oath,  has  been  conddered  as  the  grandeft  and  moft 
"  exrenfive  aft  of  perjury  that  heaven  and  earth  was 
**  ever  witnefs  to.  The  rain  prevented  the  king  from 
**  leaving  the  throne  and  walking  to  the  altar,  where 
<*  it  was  expefted  he  would  have  taken  the  oath. 
"  This  circumftance  was  afterwards  mentioned  in 
**  the  fedicious  groups  in  the  Palais  Royal,  and  at 
**  the  Jacobin  focicty,  as  a  proof  of  the  king's  aver- 
•<  fion  to  the  conftitution,  and  his  unwillingnefs  to 
*'  take  the  oath  ;  but  only  proves,  what  a  variety  of 
^  drcumftances  indeed  demonftrated  in  the  courfe 
**  of  the  revolution,  that  there  was  a  difpofition  to 
calumniate  the  king,  and  pervert  the  mod  inno- 
cent and  nalural  parts  of  his  behaviour  into 
**  crimes."  Some  of  the  moft  petulant  fpeftators 
of  the  ceremony  were  fo  defirous  that  the  oath 
(hould  be  taken  on  the  altar,  that  they  applied  to 
la  Fayette  to  induce  him  to  repeat  it :  The  anfwer 
of  the  general  is  charafteriftic  of  his  own  levity  and 
of  that  of  his  hearers ;  "  Mes  enfansj  My  lads,*'  faid 
he,  ^^  an  oath  is  not  an  opera  fong,  that  it  is  to  be 
**  encored  •.** 

This  great  day  which  had  no  other  objed:  than  the  His  popu-> 
excitement  of  enthufiafm,  fortunately,  and  contrary  *"*^y- 
to  all  expeftation,  terminated  without  mifchief. — 
Bailly  gave  fome  umbrage  to  the  captors  of  the 
Baftille,  or,  more  probably,  they,  were  excited  by  the 
agents  of  Orleans  to  raife  difcontent  againft  the 
mayor  j  it  was  at  the  period  fpeedily  forgot,  but  it 
was  brought  again  to  light,  and  made  the  fubjeft  of 
grievous  accufation  againft  him  in  the  day  of  his  ad- 
verfity  *.     He  was  now  at  the  height  of  his  popula- 

*  MiTs  Wllliamt^s  Letteri  in  1790. 

'  See  bit  examination  on  the  trial  of  the  queen^  Jordaa^s  Political 
State  of  Europe,  toI»  ▼•  uhi  fup, 
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rity ;  the  Parisians,  overjoyed  at  an  exen^tian  from 

the  horror?  of  bsoincy  and  iooking  up  to  him  as  the 

cauie,  paid  him  great  marks  of  refped ;  they  placed 

tranfparent  paintmgs  of  falm  and  la  Fayette  by  the 

fide  of  the  ftati^e  of  Henry  IV. 

Hit  name       In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  inhabitants  of 

inrcribed    Qenon^  a  village  of  Franche  .Gomte,  eroded  oiji  the 

JH.  *\?^[*  road  fide  a  column,  of  white  (tone,  which  they  con- 

BOS.        fecr^ted  to  liberty.     On  the  fide  facing  the  road 

which  foreigners  muft  pafs  to  arrive  at  Genon,  was 

this  infcription :  ^^  Stranger,  thou  haft  touched  this 

^'  land ;  thou  arjt  free."    On  two  of  the  other  fides 

were  inscriptions,  the  one  denoting  the  time  whea 

the  column  was  ereded,  and  by  whom ;  the  other 

defignating  ceptain  individuals  and  public  bodies  9s  a 

djUgrace  to  humanity !  On  the  fourth  fide  wer^  in- 

fcnbed  the  names  of  certain  popular  characters, 

who  were  defcribed  as  the  ''  love  and  admiratioa 

^^  of  the  French  nation ;"  fuid  of  this  number  was 

BaUly  \ 

Steps  But  the  return  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  for  which 

d 'ft  "  ^  h'  ^^  P^g^^^  ^^  ^^  '  4^^  ^  J^^y  ^^  fumiihed  ;^  pr^ 
popuUrity.  t^^ct,  occafio^ed  ^  fpcedy  decline  of  Bailly's  popula* 
rity.  The  verfatility  of  the  French  charaCler  woul4 
probably  have  produced  this  eiFed,  unaided  by  any 
particular  circumftances ;  but  Orleans,  anxious  to 
have  the  ]»x>vifions  of  the  capital  again  at  his  dif- 
ppial,  was  afiiduous  in  his  efforts  to  remove  Bailly, 
that  he  might  place  a  creature  of  his  own  in  the 
Angtift.  mayoralty  \  His  charader  received  the  firft  injury 
in  confequenpe  of  his  granting  an  order  for  arrefting 
the  deputies  from  the  military  infurgents  at  Nancy, 
an  affair  which  was  much  mifreprefented  by  the  Ja- 
cobins, and  caufed  him  to  be  implicated  with  BouUle 
^d  Mpntmorin.  Thefe  ill  impreilions  were  much 
incr^ed  by  his  €;:^ertions  againil  Marat  and  Hebert, 

■  Anecdotes,  Stc,  vol.  vi.  p.  339. 

'  Coniuratton  de  fl*0r leans,  vol.  iii.  p.  toS« 
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{a  which  he  difplayed  raflinefs  and  felf-fufficiency, 
without  either  courage,  addrefs,  or  perfeverance  ^ 

The  club  Breton,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  Secede? 
had,  fmce  the  removal  of  the  national  affembly  from  j]|^^i,|^ 
Verfailles  to  Paris,  aflfumed  the  title  of  Jacobin,  and  dab. 
\¥asdifgracedby  fopromifcuous^  an  acceiBon,that  many 
of  the  mod  refpedable  members  feceded,  and  formed 
the  club  of  the  Friends  of  Monarchy,  his  aftivity  in 
the  fuppreilion  of  which  has  been  already  mentioned. 
But  when,  after  the  return  of  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
the  tribunes  were  conftantly  iilled  with  his  creatures, 
'whofe  clamours  decided  every  queftion,  he  was  hira- 
felf  obliged  to  give  up  his  feat,  and  formed  one  of  a 
fociety  called  the  Club  of  1789,  more  feleft  indeed 
than  the  Jacobins,  but  profefling  nearly  the  fame 
principles.  It  became  afterwards  obnoxious  to  the 
violent  party,  and  Bailly,  through  fear  of  rifking  his 
popularity  and  fafety,  only  twice  attended  their 
meetings  '• 

Before  the  eftablifhment  of  this  latter  club,  the    179T. 
favorites  of  the  Jacobin  fociety  had  made  a  confider-  »*thApril. 
able  progrefs  in  vilifying  his  charader,  and  reprefent-  bimfetf  in 
ing  him  as  the  devoted  flave  of  ariftocracy.    His  in-  ftvor  of 
fluence  had  already  fo  much  declined,  that  his  re-  f||^[K^.** 
monftrances  with  the  mob  to  permit  the  departure 
of  the  royal  family  to  Saint  Cloud,  were  treated  with 
difregard,  and  his  perfon  with  contempt  \ 

It  was  probably  his  interference  in  this  affair  that  soth,  sift 
^ve  rife  to  the  affertion  that  he  was  privy  and  accef-  gyJ"°Sl| 
fary  to  the  king's  efcape :    A  malignant  accufation,  ^^  j^ 
amply  contradi&ed  and  difproved  by  his  own  evi-  *«  king't 
dence,  by  the  teftimony  of  the  queen,  and  by  the  ***** 

f  The  ConduA  of  France  towards  Great  Britain  Bxamined  s  by 
Milcsy  !>•  lai.     Conjuration  de  d^Oi Jeans. 

*  bee  Hiftorica)  Sketch,  p.  310.  and  Bailly*8  examination  on  the 
trial   of   the  queen  j    Jordan's  Political  State  of   Europe*  vol.  v. 

•  Moore*s  View*  Tol.  i:.  p.  134.  {   Impartial  Hlttorjt  vol.  i.  407* 
&c« 
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fafb  mentioziked  In  bis  Memcnr,  preferv^d  by  Pag^g  K 
But  this  accuf^tion  was  not  brought  forward  till  fome 

•  iwtalnfs  ^™^  *f^^^  ^^^  ^^  *"'     ^^^  popularity  received  its 
martial      mottal  wound  when  he  read  the  proclamation  in  the 
^^'         Cbanip  de  Mars,  wJiich  authorized  the  foldiers  to  fire 
on  the  people :  this  ruined  him  in  the  eyes  of  the 
fadious  Parifians,  and  turned  all  their  efteem  and 
friendfliip  into  difgufl:.     He  had  now  difcovered  the 
folly  and  error  of  giving  to  the  people,  numerically, 
too  great  a  fhare  in  the  conduft  of  government ;  too 
great  a  power  of  revifion,  cenfure,  and  degradation 
of  the  executive  branches ;  and  was  defirous  to  carry 
his  weight  over  to  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion  ; 
but  his  weight  was  gone.     The  beautifid  day  he  had 
f(>  zealoMfly  admired,  had  changed  the  hearts  of  the 
people,  and  in  endeavouring  to  bring  them  back  to 
a  fenfe  of  loyalty  and  refped  for  the  laws,  he  not 
only  preached  to  the  winds,  but  drew  the  fiorm  on 
his  own  head.    Infignificant,  degraded,  anddefpited, 
he  continued  in  the  mayoralty  till  the  diffolution  of 
the  conftituent  aflembly ;  and  then,  la  Fayette  having 
f  9th  Nor.  '^g>^  ^^  command  of  the  national  guard,  he  re- 
KefigBt.     figned  hi$  ofEce,  but  in  retiring  he  conferred  a  fignal 
fervice  on  the  capital  by  preventing  the  defigns  of 
Petion,  his  Jacobin  fucceffor,  to  revive  the  horrors  of 
famine-. 
Lives  in         From  t;he  period  of  his  refignation  he  lived  in  a 
•^"  *  ftate  of  privacy  for  near  two  years,  purfuing  his  li- 
terary and  philofophical  refearche^,  and  never  inter* 
feripg  in  politics,  except  by  his  attendance  at  the 
FeuiUans,  which  club  was  foon  difperfed  by  the  vio»^ 
lence  of  the  Jacobins ;  and  never  foliciting  public  no- 
tice except  when  he  was  called  on  tc\  aniwer  fome 
inculpation,  as,  for  inftance,  that  of  being  accefiary 

^  See  Trial  of  the  Qttcen*  Mhifiip,^  Pages,  vol.  i.  p.4i8.  |  and 
AppPrtdht,  No.  IV. 

c  The  firft  trace  I  find  of  thit  accufation  is  his  letter  to  the  conven- 
tion,  r5th  December  1791. 

*  See  the  Uilturics  |  sUio Conjuration  de  d'Odeans,  vol,  iii.  p.  f  5a, 
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to  the  king's  fliglit,  and  an  abfurd  denunciation  by 
Fauchet,  for  permitting  cartridges  to  be  iflued  in- 
fcribed  with  his  name  as  mayor^  after  his  tetreat  isth  Jan: 
from  office ;  but  this  malevolent  accufation  was  not 
fandioned  even  by  the  Jacobin  party '. 

But  even  the  unobtrufive  conduft  of  Bailly  did  j,  ^omV 
not  fecufe  his  immunity.     The  republicans  could  not  mittcd  to 
forgive ;  the  maflacre  of  the  Champ  de  Mars  was  in-  P"^^°' 
delibly  fixed  in  their  memory,  and'  vengeance  fre- 
quently demanded  on  the  head  of  Bailly.     At  length 
Chaumerte  denounced  him  to  the  commune  ;  he  was 
fnatched  from  his  retreat,  and  caft  into  the  prifon  of 
thie  Conciergerie.     He  bore  his  fate  with  Angular  JJ^/^^^**' 
fortitude  and  even  gaiety.    Well  acquainted  with  the 
ferocity  of  his  judges,  and  their  contempt  of  forms, 
he  never  indulged  a  delufive  hope  of  acquittal,  and 
therefore  never  permitted  his  fpirits  to  fink  into  ab- 
jeftnefs,  or  flutter  with  unavailing  agitation.     He  at"^tncfs 
was  cited  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal  as  a  wit-  on  the 
ncfs  on  the  trial  of  the  queen,  and  delivered  his  tefti-  ^.^af"'* 
mony  in  a  manner  which  does  him  honor  ^     His 
exahiination  was  fo  conducted  that  a  cafual  infpedjon 
would  lead  the  reader  to  fuppofe  he  was  the  culprit^ 
and  not  the  witnefs.     On  his  return  to  the  Con- 
ciergerie, which  he  did  not  expeft,  as  he  had  fup- 
pofed  that  his  own  trial  was  coming  on>  he  rubbed 
his  hands,  and  faid  to  his  companions  with  a  fmile, 
•*  Petit  hm-h<mme  vit  encore. — ^The  little  good  man's 
*•  alive  yet."*'    He  then  employed  himfelf  in  compo-  Compofct 
fing  the  memoire  relative  to  his  examination,  which  ^*  j^.^  *" 
Pag^s  informs  us  no  bookfeller  dared  to  expofe,  or 
hawker  to  vend,  and  which,  for  the  curious  illuftra- 
tive  matter  it  contains,  I   have  given  in  the  Ap- 
pendix*. ^    iithNor 

At  length  he  was  condemned  to  death,  and  his     ,^5,  * 
execution  was  attended  with  peculiar  circumftances  Executttf, 

aitcr  great 
infults  and 
*  Debates.  cruelties. 

»  Tnal  of  tnc  quem,  uhi  fuf, 
t  Uilioire  Secrete  dc  la  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  419. 
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of  barbarity.  He  was  put  in  a  cart  with  his  hands 
tied  behind  his  back^  and  drawn  flowly  towards  tlit 
Champ  de  Marsy  where  the  guillotine  was  ereded 
cxprefsly  for  him.  In  the  cart  was  placed  a  red  flag ; 
the  day  was  rainy,  and  during  a  long  and  flow  pro<^ 
grefs,  this  unfortunate  man  experienced  every  infult 
a  wanton  mob  could  inflid.  They  fpit  on  him,  pelt- 
ed him  with  mud,  ftruck  him,  tore  oflF  pieces  of  the 
ilag,  and  having  drenched  them  in  mud,  dabbed 
them  in  his  face.  On  his  arrival  at  the  Cbatnp  de 
Mars,  they  forced  him  to  get  out  of  the  cart,  and 
walk  round  the  held,  overwhelmed  with  infults  and 
cruel  derifions  ;  they  next  compelled  him  to  fet  fire 
to  a  pile  on  which  the  red  flag  was  burned,  and 
while  it  was  confuming,  plunged  his  head  in  the 
fmoke.  The  guillotine  was  taken  to  pieces  and  re* 
moved  to  a  dung^heap  near  the  river,  and  though 
the  unfortunate  iuiferer  was  old  and  feeble,  the 
pieces  were  piled  on  his  back;  but  his  exhaufted 
frame  not  permitting  the  effort  of  carrying  them,  he 
fell  under  the  burden,  and  mud:  have  perifhed  in  the 
mire,  had  he  not  been  relieved.  His  prefence  of 
mind  never  forfook  him  during  thefe  fevere  trials  ; 
he  faw  the  guillotine  erefting,  and  heard  the  abufe 
of  the  populace  without  emotion.  One  of  them, 
intending  to  aggravate  his  miferies,  exclaimed, 
"  You  tremble,  Bailly.*' — "  *Tis  with  cold,  then, 
"  my  friend,"  anfwered  he  with  unruffled  ferenity. 
At  laft  the  executioner  teleafed  him  from  his  agonies. 
Bailly  fell  a  vidim  to  that  licentioufnefs  and  de- 
pravity which  he  himfelf  had  contributed  to  excite 
by  teaching  the  people  that  the  conquefl  of  a  vir- 
tuous, beneficent,  and  unrefiftk^g  monarch  was  a 
fubjeft  of  exultation,  and  that  the  6th  of  October 
1789  was  a  beautiful  day  ^« 


^  See  Memoires  d*une  Detenu,  p.  53.)  T<(>leiu  des  Prifons  ibui 
Robefpierre ;  Mifs  Willum«*t  Lctt«n  in  ^794,  vol.  i.  p.  %^  s 
Pages,  vol.  i,  p.  419.  ,  , 
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'  The  character  of  Bailly,  though  not  entitled  to  HU  cha. 
applaufe,  does  not  deferve  unqualified  cenfure.     He  '**  *'* 
djfplayed  great  treachery  in  the  manner  of  afting  the 
Tennis-Court  fcene,  and  behaved  with  wanton  bar- 
barity and  upftart  infolence  towards  the  royal  fa- 
mily :  Even  when  he  was  aiming  to  reprefs  the  li- 
centioufnefs  of  the  mob,  he  made  a  weak  attempt 
to  obtain  popularity  by  pofting  a  placard  that  the 
riots  of  the  Champ  de  Mars  were  excited  by  the 
ariftocrats  *.     He  was  fo  inflamed  with  the  fpirit  of 
perfecution  which  aftuated  the  philofophers  againft 
priefts,  that  he  made  flight  oppofition  to  the  dif- 
graceful  infults  oflFered  by  the  populace   to  well- 
meaning   and  unoffending  women,   and   even  de- 
clared, that  if  it  depended  on  him,  the  Catholic  re-  . 
ligion  fliould  be  annihilated  in  France  ^.     His  refo- 
lute  exertions  to  fupply  the  capital  with  bread  de- 
monftrate  that  he  would  have  been  ufeful,  had  he 
confined  himfelf  to  his  proper  fphere.     He  retired 
from  ofliice  impoveriflied  by  the  lofs  of  his  penfion, 
and  without  an  adequate  provifion;  a  fafl:  which 
proves  his  integrity  and  difintereftednefs.    Indeed 
from  the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduft,  it  appears  that 
he  fuppofed  himfelf  to  be  labouring  for  a  laudable 
end,   though   he  was  culpably  carelefs  about  the 
itieans,  and  often  mifled  by  his  vanity,  which  was 
counterbalanced  only  by  a  fmall  ftiare  of  judgment. 
His  Hi/lory  of  Ajironomy  is  highly  commended ;  he  and  pub- 
alfo  wrote  Letters  on  ancient  and  modern  Ajironomy ;  *>cationi. 
A  Report  on  Mefmerifm  ;  A  Memoir  on  the  Hofpital 
called  the  Hotel  Dieu  ;  and  was  the  fuppofed  author 
of  a  pamphlet  called  Luxury  is  the  Scourge  of  the 
State '. 

'  Mercure  Politique  du  i8  Fev'  179%. 

*  Barroert  Hiftory  of  the  CJcrgy,  pait  i«  p.  7I.  1 1 3. 

lAnecdoteSy  &c.  yoJ.  ?i,  p.  13'* 
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T  N  the  prefent  and  the  following  (ketches,  I  pur- 
*  pofe  to  defcribe  the  ftate  of  the  prifoners  in  Paris 
during  the  tyranny  of  Robefpierre.  I  have  chofen 
for  fubjefts  to  introduce  the  narration,  two  men  de- 
cidely  oppofite  in  charafter  and  principle,  though  of 
the  fame  name ;  the  one  keeper  of  the  palace  of  the 
Luxembourg,  at  that  period  converted  into  a  prifon ; 
the  other  gaoler,  firft  of  the  Luxembourgy  afterwards 
of  the  Carmes.  In  defcribing  the  treatment  of  the 
prifoners,  every  circumftance  or  anecdote  does  not 
literally  apply  to  the  Luxembourg  or  to  the  Carmes  ; 
but  the  idei^tity  of  name  and  contrafl  of  charaflier  in 
thefe  two  gaolers,  afford  an  opportunity  of  difplaying, 
in  one  point  of  view,  the  bcft  and  vv.orft  periods  of 
detention ;  and  fpare  the  necefTity  of  again  recurring 
to  fo  difagreeable  a  topic  ™. 

»  The  authorities  I  have  confulted  nre  contained  in  four  fmall  duo- 
decimo volumes,  containing  a  variety  of  trails  relating  to  this  fubje^^, 
iniitled  *'  Tableau  tics  Prifons  fous  Robefpierre,*'  Of  thefe  fome  arc 
anonymous,  fome  avowed,  particwlarly  a  number  of  fa6ls  colltfted  by 
R^al,  and  ««  Memoires  d*un  Detenu,  par  Honore  RioufFe."  Mifs  Wil- 
liams^s  Letters  of  1794,  of  which  I  have  ;ilfo  availed  myfelf,  aie  prin- 
cipally compiltd  from  thefe  publications;  all  her  Anecdotes  of  per  (on  $ 
in  the  varions  prifons  are  merely  trantLited^  and  in  her  accounts  of 
Briflfot  and  his  co^adjutors,  and  the  general  turn  of  her  political  nar- 
rations and  reflexions,  (he  hns  implicitly  followed  thofe  who  came 
into  power  immediately  after  the  fall  of  Robefpierre,  particularly  the 
writers  above  mentioned,  Louvet  and  Freron.  I  have  alfo  derived  in- 
formation from  Montjoyc's  **  Copj oration  de  Robefpierre."  "  Lcs 
Crimes  de  Robefpierre  &de  fes  Principaux  Complices."  **  L*Cta(  dc 
la  France  ;**  and  *'  Suite  de  TEint  de  h  France,  par  M.  le  Comie  de 
Montgaillard.*'  "  Tench's  Correfpondencc/'  And  "  ARcfidcnce  in 
France,"  edited  by  J.Qiiford. 
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Benoit  was  a  native  of  the  village  of  Chamberlen,  Account 
m  the  county  of  Neufchatel  in  Switzerland ;  by  re-  ^*"*'*  • 
ligion  a  proteftant.  Before  the  revolution  he  held 
the  poft  of  concierge, .  or  keeper  of  the  pal&ce*  of  the 
Luxembourg,  and  after  that  aera  continued  for  feme 
time  in  the  feme  office.  He  was  upwards  of  feventy 
years  old ;  and  his  generous  and  foothing  attentions, 
his  efforts  t^  foften  the  lot  and  diilipate  thfe  chagrin 
of  thofe  whom  the  tyranny  of  the  times  configned-  to 
his  charge,  procured  him  the  appellation  of  /e  bon 
Benoit.  Under  his  fuperintendance  the  priibners* 
paffed,  according  tb  the  circumftances  which  regu- 
lated the  decrees  of  the  day,  the  golden,  filver,  and 
brazen  ages  of  their  captivity  ;'  they  experifenced-  the 
iron  age  und^r  the  dominion  of  his  liame-fake  and 
his  compeers. 

The  Luxembourg  was,  at  firft,  ufed  as  a  prifon  h|«  huma- 
for  the  dfeputiesof  the  convention  accufed  of  fede-  ftatco/"he 
ralifm  j  but  after  paffing-  the  law  which  ordained  the  prifoners. 
aneftation  of  ex-nobles,  the  relations  of  emigrants,  &c. 
it  became  a  place  of  detention  j  at  firft  for  the  fti- 
perior  order  of  fufpefted  perfons,  afterwards  for  them 
and  fans-culottes  indifcriminately.     A  great  party  of 
the  Englilh  were  alfo  confined  there. 

The  firft  night  of  their  arrival  the  prifoners  were 
obliged  to  accommodate  themfelves  as  they  could. 
They  had  no  beds ;  the  ladies  ftretched  their  tender 
limbs  on  the  rough  floor,  covered  only  with  cloaks, 
great-coats,  and  luch  conveniences  as  could  be  im- 
mediately procured  ;  while  the  gentlemen  nodded  in 
chairs,  or  lay  down  on  the  bare  boards.  After- 
wards they  were  provided,  by  order  of  the  legifla- 
ture,  with  a  flock  bed,  mattrafs,  and  bolfter. 

The  humane  Benoit  abated  much  oi  the  difagree* 
ablenefs  of  their  fituation  by  his  judicious  mode  of 
diftributing  the  prifoners  into  apartments,  which  he 
did  with  a  feeling  regard'  to  age,  ftauon  in  life^ 
country,  and  even  cafual  prepofleflion*  The  pri- 
foiiers,  thus  aflbciated,  foon  formied  fuch  regulations 
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^  enabled  them  to  be  cleanly  mthout  interference 
or  compulfion,  and  prevented  thofe  ^ho  wer^  mod 
unruly  from  difturbing  the  others. 

The  morning  was  devoted  to  fuch  bufinefs  as  the 
nature  of  their  fituation  required-  The  prifoners 
fwept  the  rooms,  made  the  beds,  and  performed 
other  domeftic  duties.  Thefe  occupations,  if  they 
provoked  regret  when  compared  with  the  elegance 
of  preceding  years,  were  yet  of  ufe  in  difpelling 
ennuij  and  giving  fome  energy  to  aftion.  At  firft, 
the  prifoners  were  permitted,  according  to  their  cir- 
cumftances,  to  order  dinners  from  their  own  hotels, 
or  from  the  tavern;  thofe  whofe  penury  did  not 
afford  fuch  gratification,  were  fed  gratuitpufly  by 
their  more  opulent  affociates.  In  the  afrernoon, 
they  received  the  vifits  of  their  friends  and  relations  ; 
not  in  their  own  apartments,  but  in  a  common  room, 
where,  as  the  difpofition  of  the  parties  or  their  ex- 
ternal connexions  led  them,  they  formed  lively  or 
folemn  groups ;  fome  repeating  with  the  loud  laugh 
and  airy  gefticulation  of  thoughtlefs  hHarity, .  the 
jocular  petulancies  which  their  fituation  excited,  and 
**  making  villainous  jejis  at  their  cwn  undoing.** 
Some  indulged  the  tranfporting  fenfations  arifmg 
from  the  punctual  difplay  of  matrimonial,  filial,  and 
fraternal  affeftion ;  confecrating  by  experience  the 
maxims  of  genuine  philofophy,  and  difplaying  the 
calm  fortitude  of  minds  unruffled  by  guilt.'  Others, 
giving  way  to  more  gloomy  thoughts,  lamented,  in 
pathetic  terms,  their  Toil  honours,  difmantled  caftles, 
plundered  coffers ;  regretted  the  divulfion  of  the 
matrimonial  tie,  recently  knit,  and  its  felicities  in 
their  moll  captivating  and  impreffive  aera.  Parties 
were  made  for  the  evening,  at  which,  as  the  inclina- 
tion of  the  eompany  prevailed,  tea,  cards,  extem- 
pore compofition,  fcandal,  mufic,  or  gallantry,  be^ 
guiled  the  pailing  hour.  Gallantry  gamed  fo  ftrong 
ground  at  the  Luxembourg,  as  to  make  that  prifon 
the  talk  of  Paris  j  the  French  writer  in  defcribing  it 
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t^jif  **  V amour  avait  le  plus  de  pari  dans  le  choix 
desfocietes.  Les  Anglaifes^  moins  vivesy  mats  aiifji 
tendres  que  les  Fran^aifesy  fe  rangerent  a  leur  tour 
Jom  les  drapeaux  de  la  galanterie**  This  circum- 
fiance  drew  on  them  the  reproaches  of  the  adinini- 
ftrators  of  the  commune  in  terms  too  grofs  for  repe- 
tition. The  vifits  of  thdfe  adminiftrators,  ordinarily 
felefled  from  the  dregs  of  the  people,  and  charac* 
terifed  by  the  vulgar  infolence,  the  filth,  the  Ian* 
guage,  and  the  fentiments  of  Cordeliers>  was  the 

Seat  fource  of  terror  to  the  prifoners  during  the  firil 
ort  period  of  their  captivity,  which  may  be  termed 
their  Golden  Age* 

The  increafing  number  of  prifoners,  which,  Mifs 
Williams  fays,  a  fingle  week  augmented  from  one 
hundred  to  a  thoufand ",  produced  regulations  not 
favourable  to  the  comforts  of  the  parties.  Benoit 
continued  his  benevolent  regulations  in  point  of 
aflbciation,  and  the  amufements  of  the  evening  were 
flill  permitted ;  but  the  number  of  fans^culottes  was 
much  increafed,  and  became  burdenfome  \  the  vifits 
of  the  adminiftrators  became  more  frequent,  their 
manners  more  haughty,  and  their  commands  mor^ 
capricious.  Sometimes,  from  a  pretended  love  of 
equality,  they  would  order  a  total  change  of  apart- 
ments ;  fometimes  a  perfedt  equalization  of  diet ; 
with  feveral  other  vexatious  rcftriftions  which  the 
forbearance  of  the  poorer  prifoners,  who  were  called 
pailleuxy  or  ftraw-lodgers,  could  with  difficulty  pre- 
vent  from  being  carried  into  execution.  A  ftill  more 
afili£ting  regulation  was  that  which  prevented  the 
accefs  of  peribns  out  of  doors. 

This  deftroyed  many  hopes  and  many  fenfations 
of  pleafure;  but  ftill  they  occafionally  prefented 
themfelves  in  the  gardens ;  and  looks  and  attitudes 
conveyed  thofe  fentiments  which  the  parties  were 
forbidden  to  utter.  Still  the  journals  of  the  day  were 
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allowed ;  and  the  pri loners  (KlI  enjoyed  tfie  liberty 
of  purchafing  or  procuring  Rich  provifions  as 
theylikcJ;  an  J  the  Hherp.Hties  of  their  friends  were 
fahhfully  conveyed  to  them.  On  the  whole,  this 
period  might  be  c:\llcd  their  Silrcr  y--:;e. 

The  proi^rci's  of  the   revolutionary  government 
brought  with  it  additional  rip^ours  and-  difquietudes. 
The  piifons  became  crowded  v.'ith  fpies,  v/ho  ren-- 
dered  focicty  fufpicious  and   unfare,  threw  dbnger 
into  the  innoxious  meetings  of  the  evening,  which- 
tended  to  their  fiippreflion ;  and,  during  the  day,  be- 
haved to  the  cx-nobles,  the  aged,  and  the  priefts, 
with  fuch  turbulent  violence,  as  to  render  their  re- 
treat into  their  own  rooms  the  onlv  means  of  avoid- 
ing  rudenefs  and  perfonal  injury.    All  communication 
from  without  was  forbid  ;    the  confined  were  no 
longer  permitted  to  look  throup;h  the  windows  to* 
wards  the  gardens  to  receive  the  diftant  falutations 
of  their  friends ;  they  could  neither  write  nor  recei\«e 
letters  but  under  the  inipedion  of  ofiicers  appointed 
for  that  purpofc ;  they  were  forbid  to  communicate 
with  each  other  except  in  public ;  and  the  privilege 
of  fending  to  a  tavtrn,  or  to  their  own  houfes  for 
viftuals,  V  as  refufed  them.    A  fraitcur  was  eitabliflied 
in  the  hotrfe,  who  fold,  at  an  enormous  price,  adul- 
terated wine,  bad  meat,,  and  garden-ftuff  which  fa- 
mine could  not  tempt  or  compel  a  pcrfon  to  touch. 
A  law  was  at  length  made,  by  which  the  admini- 
ftrators  of  the  police»were  diredled  to  take  from  the 
fufpefted  prifoncrs,  all  goods  of  a  certain  defcription  j 
as  knives,    razors,    fciiVars,   and  in  general,  every 
thing  metallic  ;  and  all  money  and  aflignats,  amount- 
ing in  value  to  upwards  of  fifty  livres  (2  /.  3  j.  9  ^.). 
This  order  produced  a  fearch  which  was-  conducted 
in  a  manner  difgufting  to  the  male,  and  infupport- 
able  to  the  female  prifoncrs ;  and  in  which  rapacity, 
immodefty,    and  the  coarfeft  brutality  were  com- 
bined.    This  privation  took  from  the  captives  the 
pleafure  of  affifting  the  pailleux^  and  inforcing  their 
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good  behaviour  by  afts  of  munificence.  It  took 
from  the  rich  the  fatisfadlion  they  had  often  enjoyed 
of  aiding  thofe  who  had  been  confined,  and  whofe 
lonoceAce  was  at  length  acknowledged,  in  re-eftabli(h- 
ing  themfelves  in  the  world,  and  carrying  home- 
happinefs  and  eafe  to  their  defponding  families. 
The  prifoners  now  treipbled  for  their  fete,  and 
dreaded  anotherfecond  of  September.  Every  day  fome 
new  feverities  were  announced,or  fome  new  mortifica- 
tions to  be  endured.  Wilcheritz,  the  adminiftrator, 
who  had  prefided  at  the  robbery,  called  a  vifitation, 
added,  by  his  myfterioufnefs,  to  their  terrors.  When 
they  inquired  at  what  time  their  property  would  be 
reftored,  h.e  anfwered,'  "  When  there  is  a  peace." 
When  they  requefted  of  him  to  let  them  have  the 
journals  to  know  the  ftate  of  public  affairs, 
"  Patience ;"  he  would  cry ;  "  Juftlce  is  juft  ;  this 
*^  durance^will  not  endure  j  patience  °."  One  ex- 
traordinary circumftance  attended  this  privation  of 
property,  namely,  that  the  mechanics  were  permitted 
to  have  their  tools  to  work  with  all  day ;  and  the 
barbers  their  razors  to  fhave  the  prifoners,  on  con- 
dition that  they  reftored  them  to  the  turnkey  at 
night.  The  promife  that  the  money  fliould  be  re- 
ftored to  the  owners  was  never  meant  to  be  per- 
formed, as  there  was  no  inventory  made,  or  any  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  fums  which  had  been  taken 
away ;  and  moft  of  the  perfons  plundered  were'  in- 
tended to  be  guillotined  without  delay. 

o  Wilcheritz  was  a  Pole  by  birth,  and  coblcr  by  trade ;  madr, 
daring  the  reign  of  Robefpierre,  an  adminiliiator  ot'psiice  $  in  which 
employ  he  exercifed,  at  the  prifon  of  the  Luxembourg,  the  moft  in* 
fatiate  rapacity,  accompanied  with  the  utmoft  aggravations  of  plebeian 
infolence.  He  robbed,  infulted,  and  threatened  the  prilbners  without 
mercy  or  referve,  taking  from  them  their  money,  jewels,  cutlery,  and 
every  thing  made  of  mctat,  even  large  pins.  He  made  himfelf  as 
ridiculous  by  his  ignorance  and  oftentacion,  as  hewasdeteftablcforhis 
condu^  in  other  particulars.  He  fell  with  his  patron,  being  guillo- 
tined  foon  after  the  18th  of  July  17 94}  as  an  accomplice  of  Robe, 
fpicrrc. 

Afhort 


188  BENOIT. 

Bnioir's         A  {i^rt  ^jn^e  before  this  vifitation,  Benoit,  the 
tutelary  angel  of  the  prifoners,  v;2ls  removed.     A 
man  named  Lenain,  immenfely  rich,  who  was  con- 
fined in  the  Luxembourg,  had  married  his  daughter 
to  the  fon  of  one  of  the  fi-devont  gardes-du-corps. 
jAn  ex-noble  having,  when  at  the  point  of  death, 
given  to  Lenain  a  power  of  receiving  a  fum  of  money 
due  to  him,  Lenain  expreffed  a  defire  totranfmit. 
the  inftrumcnt  to  his  fon-in-law ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pofc  gave  it  to  Benoit,  and  took  his  written  receipt. 
Benoit,  as  his  duty  required,  immediately  fent  no- 
tice of  the  tranfadtion  to  the  public  accufer ;    and 
I-enain,  hoping  to  obtain  his  liberty  by  the  ruin  of 
the  worthy  gaoler,  fent  his  receipt  to  the  committee 
of  public  fafety,  who  immediately  iffued  a  warrant 
for  apprehending  him.     He  was  carried  away  to  an- 
other gaol,  and  feals  put  on  his  efFefts.     His  family 
took  an  affefting  farewell  of  the  prifoners,  to  whom 
ihey  were  defervedly  dear ;  and  whofe  regret  at  his 
lofs  was  daily  and  hourly  excited  by  the  brutality  of 
his  fucceffor.     His  innocence  was  manifefted  on  his 
trial  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal ;  but  as  the 
goodnefs  of  his  heart  was  a  perpetual  libel  on  thofe 
in  power,  he  was  not  reftored  to  his  office  till  after 
the  death  of  Robefpierre ;  when  the  united  teftimony 
of  numberlefs  prifoners  procured  him  that  refpeft 
which  is  due  to  virtue  in  every  ftatioii,  but  more 
particularly  when  difplayed  at  great  perfonal  rifk, 
ajid  in  an  occupation  where  the  contrary  is  fo  fre- 
quently found  as  to  b€  generally  expefted. 
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HIS   man    had    been   an  executioner    under  Accownt 
Collet  d'Herbois,  at  Lyons,  and,  in  that  exe-  ""^  ^"""^ 
crable  employ,  acquitted  himfelf  fo   much  to  the 
latisfaftion  of  his  patron,  that,  foon  after  the  dif- 
jniflion  of  the  good  Benoit,  he  was  appointed  keeper 
of  the  Luxembourg,  to  which  office  he  fuperadded 
thofe  of  fpy  and  informer.     It  is  lefs  the  objedk  of 
this  eiTay  to  difplay  the  individual  adions  of  this 
mifcreant,  than  the  fufFerings  and  general  ftate  of 
the    prifoners   during    the  Iron   Age,    an    aera   in 
which  he  was  a  diftinguifhed  a£lor.     Although  fome  General 
of  the  defcriptions  are  taken  from  particular  prifons,  Jfijia'*?^*©* 
yet,  divefted  of  their  localities,  they  apply  in  general  ibnil"* 
to  all  the  gaols  at  Paris  during  the  plenitude  of  Ro'^ 
befpierre's  power.     A  prifoner  whofe  fetters  were 
knocked  oflf  by  the  revolution  of  the  28th  of  July 
1794,  fays,   "  In  all  the  prifons  "^here  I  have  been 
confined  I  have  always  obferved  the  fame  abufes, 
always  experienced  the  fame  uneafmefs,  the  fame 
*^  conftraint.     It  is  hardly  pofTible  to  conceive  an 
^  adequate  idea  of  the  hard-heartednefs  and  apathy 
of  the  gaolers,  the  grinding  rapacity  of  the  at- 
tendants and  fervants,  the  treacherous  obfervancy 
of  the  fpies,  the  repeated  oppofitions  to  the  moft 
trifling  requefts,  and  the  continual  fubjedion  to 
a  minute  and  unprofitable  vigilance.     No  com- 
munication out  of  doors,  no  hews  public  or  pri- 
vate ;  kept  in  ignorance  even  of  the  fuccelTes  of 
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^^  the  arms  of  our  country,  and  even  of  the  exift- 
*'  ence  of  thofe  mod  near  and  dear  to*  us  by  con- 
*'  fanguinity  and  attachment.  Not  a  word  of  peace 
**  or  confolation  within  ;«infulted,  threatened,  with- 
**  out  caufe,  by  adminiftrators  intoxicated  with  win© 
*^  and  pride  j  fubjefted  to  their  caprices,  and  to 
*'  thofe  of  their  creatures,  the  gaolers ;  transferred 
from  place  to  place  to  humour  the  whims  of  any 
of  them  ;  dragged  from  prifon  to  prifon,  amidft 
the  hootings  and  invedives  of  a  deluded  mob  ;  no 
relief  for  the  indigent,  either  in  the  mod  neceffary 
articles  of  clothing,  or  in  medicines  if  they  hap- 
«  pened  to  be  ill/' 
Number  of  The  aftivity  of  the  agents  of  tyranny  tended  in 
liriioneis.  j^  ^loft  aftonifliiug  manner  to  populate  thefe  abodes 
of  defpair.  From  every  comer  of  France  viftims 
were  daily  fent  to  the  Conciergerie.  It  was  filled 
by  the  aftivity  of  the  miffionaries  in  the  departments, 
and  the  adminiftrators  in  Paris,  and  emptied  by 
the  maflacre  of  its  unfortunate  tenants,  or  their 
transfer  into  other  houfes  of  confinement.  To  this 
place  women  without  number  were  brought,  without 
^  refpeft  to  their  fex  or  to  the  ftate  of  pregnancy, 
for  which  the  moft  fanguinary  favages  generally 
retain  fome  fynipathy.  They  were  brought  in  loaded 
with  fetters,  and  fometimes  even  with  a  collar  of 
iron  about  their  necks,  fatigued,  aftoniflied,  and  dif- 
pirited.  Some  fainted  at  tlie  fight  of  their  dungeon, 
and  were  carried  in  the  arms  of  brutal  turnkeys,  who 
laughed  at  their  condition ;  fome  were  diflblved  in 
unavailing  tears,  fome  frozen  into  a  (late  of  torpid 
ftupefaction,  the  harbinger  of  madnefs. 
The  Con.  The  Conciergetie,  during  the  old  government, 
cicrgeiic.  ^y^s  a  prifon  for  the  worft  malefactors  ;  vidth  whom 
it  was  Ihared,  under  the  revolutionary  government, 
by  thofe  who  were  arrcfted  as  fufpefted,  or  had  been 
condemned  by  the  dreadful  tribunal,  and  were 
awaiting  the  execution  of  their  fentence.  Its  cells 
are  fubterraneous  j  over  them  are  fliops  and  walks 
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where  the  gaiety  and  profufion  of  all  comers  mark 
in  ftrong  colours  the  contrafted  woes  and  penury 
of  the  unfortunate  prifoners.     Four  wickets,  at  fmall 
diftances  from  each  other,  fecured  the  entrance  to 
this  horrible  prifon,  each  guarded  by  wretches  taken 
from  the  dregs  of  vulgar  brutality ;  difgulling  from 
vice,  filth,  and  inebriety,  and  fpeaking  a  language 
peculiar  to  their  occupation,  in  Englifh  cTdledJlang. 
Between  the  two  firft  doors  the  prifoner  was  intro- 
duced to  the  turnkey,  who,  attended  by  fome  myr- 
midons, examined  his  features,  gave  orders  for  his 
reception,  and  pafled  him  on  through  the  other 
wickets.     The  place  in  which  prifoners  were  at  firft 
lodged,  was  called  xhtfouricierej  or  moufe-trap,  a 
dungeon  impervious  to  the  rays  of  the  fun,  and  ex- 
haling an  infedious  odour,  from  the  accumulated 
filth  of  perfons   who   had   previoufly  occupied  it. 
The  ftraw  provided  for  a  bed,  was  rotten  with  damp 
and  filth,  and  the  rats  ate  the  ihoes,  the  clothes,  and 
even  the  flefh  of  the  unhappy  tenant.     In  this  in- 
fernal abode  they  were  fometimes  left  for  thirty-fix 
or  forty-eight  hours,  without  relief,  without  commu- 
nication, and  without  food.     They  were  afterwards 
transferred  to  fome  other  chamber,  or  to  a  different 
prifon.     The  diflin*5lion  of  apartments  in  the  Con- 
ciergerie  was  made  by  the  terms  a  la  piJloUy  in  the 
flraw,  or  in  the  dungeons.     ITie  firft  fet  were  de- 
nominated from    the    monthly  price  paid  for    a 
wretched  bed;  the  others  were  only  diftinguiihed 
from  each  other  by  this,  that  thofe  in  the  ftraw  were 
turned  out  of  their  apartments  between  eight  and 
nine  in  the  morning,  and  not  permitted  to  re-entet 
them  till  about  an  hour  before  fun-fet,  while  thofc 
in  the  dungeons  were  confined  all  day.     The  accu- 
cumulation  of  prifoners  was  alike  in  all;  the  in- 
creafing    rigor    of   the   revolutionary  government 
caufed  arreftations  fo  numerous,  that  many  perfons 
could  not  find  room  in  the  cells,  and  were  obliged 
to  take  up  their  abode  in  the  galleries.    The  whole 
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priibn,  from  crowd,  dirt,  want  of  suf,  and  other 
incommodities,  was  (o  unwholefome,  that  the  con- 
fined fell  ill  and  died  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  exceed 
credibility. 
Rapacity  If  they  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  conveyed  to 
^^  ***«  another  prifon,  they  altered  their  ftate  fomewhat,  but 
gao  «!•  ^^^  much,  for  the  better.  At  their  arrival,  the  gaoler 
afked  them  in  a  rough  voice,  '*  Have  you  got  any 
*'  bells  ?'*  a  cant  word  for  money.  If  aniwered  in  the 
affirmative,  he  provided  a  fmall  cittern  for  water,  a 
mug,  and  two  or  three  cracked  plates,  for  which  he 
cxafted  three  times  their  original  coft.  If  the  prifoner 
had  no  money,  he  was  told,  "  So  much  the  worfe  for 
'^  you.  Citizen,  you'll  get  nothing  for  nothing  here.*' 
He  was  in  that  cafe  obliged  to  part  with  any  thing  of 
value  which  he  poffeffed  at  a  price  extremely  reduced, 
to  pay  for  the  trifles  above-mentioned,  at  an  exor- 
bitant rate.  For  example,  a  perfon  gave  a  gold 
ring  which  coft  a  hundred  crowns  (12/.  lox.)  for 
twenty -five  livres,  (i/.  is.  lof  rf.)  which  barely  paid 
for  the  neceflaries  fumilhed  by  the  rapacious  gaoler  ; 
and  this  was  only  before  the  law  took  place  au- 
thorizing their  fearch  and  robbery  j  after  that  every 
thing  they  had  was  taken  from  them.  A  place  was 
then  allotted,  perhaps  in  a  room  already  full,  but  the 
prifoner  was  told  for  his  confolation,  that  a  flock-bed 
might  be  placed  any  where. 
Divifion  of  The  day  was  thus  divided  :  one  hour  at  table,  for 
the  day.     they  had  but  one  meal,  three  hours  of  recreation, 

and  twenty  clofe  confinement. 
Their  This  meal,  inftead  of  being  a  pleafure,  was  merely 

fiauah.  ^£  ^^  ^Q  prolong  a  wretched  and  precarious  exift«> 
ence.  The  introduftion  of  any  food  from  s^ithout 
wa§  ftriftly  forbid ;  a  table  was  eftabliflied  in  the 
prifon,  at  which  the  confined  fed  a  la  gamelle^  catch 
as  catch  can  ;  about  a  hundred  plates  were  fet  at  a 
table  covered  with  three  diflies ;  the  prifoners,  de- 
prived of  their  knives  and  forks,  were  obliged  to 
tear  the  meat  with  their  fingers,  and  their  whole 
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fuftenance  for  the  remainder  of  the  day  was  fo  much 
as  they  could  referve  from  this  fcanty  and  difgufting 
meal,  a  little  bread  and  water.     The  legiflature  al- 
lowed to  each  individual  but  fifty  Tols  a-day  for  food, 
which,  according  to  the  price  of  provifions  in  Paris,  ^ 
aflForded  a  miferable  fubfiftence,  and  was  rendered 
ftill  worfe  by  the  rapacity  of  the  traiteurs.     In  fome 
of  the  prifons  they  gave  half  a  bottle  of  adulterated 
wine,  a  difh  of  French  beans  dewed  in  (linking 
greafe  or  tallow,  a  fait  herring,  rotten  and  worm- 
eaten  ;  in  fome  a  little  putrefcent  meat,  and  vegetables 
full  of  dirt,  hair,  and  worms.     Two  perfons,  who 
fince  the  fall  of  Robefpierre  have  written  narratives 
of  their  imprifonment,  have  not  fcrupled  to  aver, 
what  certainly  ought  to  be  repeated  with  diffidence, 
and  the  utmoft  caution  employed  before  it  gains 
credit,  that  the  facrifices  of  the  guillotine  fupplied  the 
repajl  of  the  prif oners'.     This  affertion  is  corroborated 
by  one  of  thefe  authors,  by  an  exprefs  and  pointed 
ftatement,  that  when  a  fufpicion  of  the  fad  was 
mentioned  to  Hali,  the  keeper  of  the  prifon  Dupleffis^ 
he  laughed  extravagantly,  and  called  it  a  difh  of 
ci-devant!!     All  narrators  agree,  that  during  this 
period    their  bread   was    abominable,   their    wine 
adulterated,  their  meat  and  fiih  full  of  maggots,  and 
their  garden-fluff  bad  of  its  kind,  ill  dreffed,  and  full 
of  dirt.      To   complain  was  not  only  ufelej[s   but 
dangerous ;  a  murmur  produced  ill  ufage,  threats  of 
defer  confinement,  or  of  a  transfer  to  a  worfe  prifon : 
if  the  complainants  were  numerous,  they  were  de- 
nounced to  the  adminiflrators  as  having  formed  a 
confpiracy ;  and  a  youth  of  fixteen  is  aflually  faid  to 
have  been  fent  to  the  guillotine  as  a  confpirator,  for 
having  petulantly  expreffed  diffatisfaftion  that  his 
fait  herring  w^s  rotten  and  full  of  worms.     Even 
before  the  ftrift  regulation  took  place,  which  pre- 
vented the  introduftion  of  provifions  from  without, 
they  were  far  from  comfortable ;  if  they  fent  to  a 
tavern  for  a  fricaffee^  the  turnkeys  would  take  up  a 
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leg  or  a  wing,  and  if  the  bearer  remonftrated  that 
the   piece   would   be   miifed,   fometimes  contented 
themfelves  with  fucking  off  the  fauce,  and  dipping 
their  fingers  in  what  remained  in  the  difli;  fafts 
which    they   took  no    pains   to  conceal  from  the 
prifoner.     The  fruit  which  was  fent  by  their  friends, 
or  which  they  contrived  to  purchafe  at  almoft  its 
weight  in  gold,  paffed  through  the  hands  of  thofe 
harpies,  who  never  failed  to  diminifli  the  quantity^ 
without  fear  of  reproach  or  even  of  remonftrance. 
Treannfnt       I'his   treatment  produced  a   general  ftate  of  ill- 
of  the  iick.  health  ;    moil    of  the  priibns   were  crowded  with 
fick  ;  fome  of  them  had  no  'infirmary,  and  in  them 
the  cafe  of  the  prifoners  was  truly  dreadful ;  they 
could  not,  without  great  expence  and  an  exprefs  appli- 
cation to  the  committee  of  public  fafety,  attended  with 
much  delay,  obtain  a  phyfician ;  and  the  moft  ordinary 
drugs  were  not  procured  without  fimilar  expence  and 
delay.  All  this  while  the  patient  lay  on  his  bed  of  ftraw 
in  a  crowded  room,  exhaling  peftilence,  and  without 
fuccour.     Where  there  was  an  infirmary,  or  in  the 
national  hofpital,  the  fete  of  the  fick  was  not  much 
ameliorated :  the  hofpital  differed  nominally  rather 
than  really  from  a  prifon ;  the  walls  were  bare  and 
damp,  the  windows  fmall,  and  the  bars  fo  thick  and 
fo  traverfed  as  to  exclude  the  air.     The  patients, 
without  regard  to  the  difference  of  their  complaints^ 
were  placed  two  in  a  bed.     The  phyficians,  chofen 
not  on  account  of  their  knowledge,  but  on  a  certifi- 
cate from  their  feftion  that  they  were  genuine  fans^ 
culottes^  adminiftcred  their  panacea,  the  tifancy  barley 
water,  without  variation  or  confidering  of  the  caufe 
or  ftate  of  the  diforder.     When  the  want  of  drugs 
was    reprefented    to    one    of    the    adminiftrators ; 
"  Well,   Well,"    he   anfwered,     "  we    fhall    have 
"  fome  of  the   apothecaries  guillotined   foon,   and 
"  then   you  will  have   plenty.**     Death  made  the 
moft  frightful  ravages,  his  viftims  were  numerous 
beyond  calculation :  it  is  hardly  neceffarj'  to  fuppofe, 
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as  one  narrator  has  done,  and  fupported  it  x^ith 
fome  cogent  inftances,  ariiing  within  his  own  obfer- 
vation,  that  it  was  part  of  the  fyftem  of  the  day  to 
get  rid  of  great  numbers  of  the  prifoners  by  poifon\ 
die  regimen  above  defcribed  carries  in  itfelf  certain 
and  almoft  inevitable  de(lru6tion,  without  the  necef- 
fity  of  recurring  to  laudanum  or  aconite. 

The  following  extraft  from  Montgaillard  ''^  gives  Barbarity 
an  account  of  the  general  fituation  of  the  prifoners,  ®^  go^<ni- 
which  cannot  be  perufed  without  fentiments  of  ab- 
horrence. **  For  thefe  four  months  the  prifoners 
'  have  been  forbid  all  communication  with  man- 
kind. They  experience  the  moft  barbarous  treat- 
ment, and  the  coarfe  food  now  allowed,  and  the 
privation  of  which  is  often  threatened,  is  examined 
by  commiflioners  from  the  committee  of  public 
fafety,  and  thrown  in  through  openings  which 

*  are  afterwards  carefully  fhut.  Women  with  child 
'  have  died  in  the  Englifh  convent,  now  a  prifon, 
'  in  the  rue  des  Fojjfes  St.  Viflor^  in   the   Luxem- 

*  bourg,  and  in  the  grand  Carmes^  for  want  of  the 

*  relief  neceffary  in  their  condition.     ^Tisfomucb 

*  trouble  faved  to  the  executioner^  faid  Billaud  Va- 

*  rennes,  when  he  was  aflced  to  order  a  phyfician 
'  for  the  prifons.  In  one  fingle  chamber  forty  per- 
^  fons  are  confined.      Many  have  petitioned   the 

*  committee  of  public  fafety  and  the  public  accufer 
'  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal  to  fend  them  to  the 

fcaffold.  Couthon  wrote  the  following  anfwcr 
on  one  of  thefe  petitions.  Woman^  (dtoyenn^,) 
you  have  not  yet  been  long  enough  in  a  fituation  that  ^ 

"  makes  you  wijhfor  death. ^* 

Their  fources  of  confolation  were  few  and  fubjeft  Amufcr 
to  many  interruptions.     In  one  prifon  they  ufed  to  JjJ^"**-^^ 
meet  in  the  evening  in  a  common-rooip,  and  fit  at  foncr$, 
a  long  table;  the  ladies  amufed  themfelves  with  worKs 
appropriate  to  their  fex  \  every  one  brought  a  light, 

F  Suiie  de  Tls^tat  de  la  Fiance,  p.  67, 
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fome  of  the  gentlemen  read,  fome  painted^  but  a 
profound  filence  was  ufually  obferved.     After  fup« 
per,  till  nine  o'clock,  they  amufed  themfelves  wh 
the  recitation   of    poetry,    compofed  by   the   pri- 
foners,  with  fongs  and  mufic.     The  increafe  of  num- 
bers, additional  feverities,  and  the  daily  murder  of 
fome  of  their  companions,  occafionally  embittered 
their  meetings ;  yet  they  ftill  continued  to  amufe 
themfelves,  in  fpite  of  privations,  dangers,  and  ter- 
rors.     Frequent  repetition  rendered  them  almoft  in- 
different even  to  the  lofs  of  their  companions.     A 
perfon  who  had  been  fifteen  months  confined  in  the 
Conciergerie,  informed  major  Tench,    that  during 
that  time  he  faw  one  hundred  and  fixty-feven  perfons 
go  out  of  his  room  to  the  guillotine.     He  defcribed 
almoft  all  thefe  viftims  as  fo  confcious  of  their  in- 
nocence, and  fo  reconciled  to  their  fate,  that  nothing 
but  refignation,  indifference,  and  levity   prevailed 
throughout  the  prifon.     It  was  cuftomary  to  warn 
on  the  preceding  evening  thofe  who  were  to  be  tried 
the  next  day  ;  and  by  a  regulation  made  among 
themfelves,  the  party  to  be  tried  gave  a  fupper  on 
that  night  to  the  whole  room ;  and  if  he  was  fpared 
for  the  prefent  and  remanded  back,  he  was  in  re- 
turn treated  with  a  dinner  at  their  joint  expencct 
The  dinner  entertainments  were  few  indeed  ;  but 
the  fuppers  extremely  frequent ''. 

In  another  prifon  where  the  confinement  was 
clofer,  they  amufed  themfelves  at  midnight  by  the 
light  of  one  fingle  taper,  with  a  mock  reprefentation 
of  the  revolutionary  tribunal :  fome  reprefented 
judges,  fome  the  jury ;  they  had  a  public  accufer ; 
the  culprits  were  found  guilty  of  courfe,  and  guillo- 
tined by  a  contrivance  of  one  of  their  beds.  The 
public  accufer  himfelf  was  at  laft  depofed,  tried,  and 
executed  ;  he  rofe  from  the  dead,  related  the  horri- 
ble punifliments  which  he  fuffered   in  the  other 

9  Tench*!  CorrtrpoD4encry  Letter  tik  p.  109. 
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world,  and  which  awaited  the  judges  and  jurors. 
Thofe  au  fecret  (in  clofe  confinement)  contrived  to 
hold  a  club  by  a  circuitious  communication  from  cell 
to  cell,  finding  means,  notwithftanding  the  thicknefs 
of  the  walls,  to  be  heard  from  one  dungeon  to  the 
other.  The  difclofure  of  news  was  forbid,  but  now 
and  then  a  more  humane  gaoler  or  guard  would  in  a 
whifper  communicate  fome  public  event,  the  know- 
ledge of  which  might  be  fuppofed  agreeable  to  his 
hearers :  this  was  reported  again  with  caution,  in 
ambiguous  terms,  fuch  as,  /  dreamt  fo  andfo ;  and 
when  it  was  fo  public  that  it  might  be  mentioned 
without  fufpicion,  they  celebrated  \i  in  poetic  com- 
pofitions,  fongs,  &c.  Such  were,  the  re-conqueft  of 
Toulon,  the  fucceifes  of  the  armies  in  general,  and 
the  feaft  in  honor  of  the  Supreme  Being,  frbm  which 
the  prifoners  formed  the  moft  flattering  hopes. 

Thefe  enjoyments  folely  counterbalanced  a  life  Stn'aneff 
embittered  with  daily  increafmg  cruelty.  They  were  ofihefpicf. 
furrounded  with  fpies,  who  endeavoured  by  afts  of 
the  moft  brutal  infolence  to  force  them  to  complain ; 
and  if  they  did  not  fucceed,  invented  circumftances 
they  could  not  occafion,  rather  than  fail  in  gratifying 
their  employers.  This  rendered  communication  in- 
fecure,  and  added  a  terrible  reftraint  to  thofe  under 
which  they  already  laboured.  The  language  of  their 
gaolers  often  led  them  to  dread  another  maflacre 
like  that  of  September  1792,  and  haraffed  them  by 
continual  fears ;  which  were  reinforced  by  the  ex- 
cavations made  in  yards  of  moft  of  the  prifons  at  the 
fame  period.  The  gaolers  pretended  they  were 
meant  for  fefs-pools  ;  but  the  prifoners  feared  they 
were  defigned  for  their  graves. 

When  they  retired  to  their  cells,  by  virtue  of  the  Honwt  of 
compulfory  edift  for  their  feparation,  their  miferies  «*»«  »'K^^- 
were  not  terminated ;  the  only  cries  in  the  ftreets 
which  were  permitted  near  the  walls,  were  thofe 
calculated  to  infpire  horror.    In  the  night  a  fiend  of 
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a  woman,  with  a  piercing  voice,  would  cry,  **  A  lift 
*'  of  the  fifty  or  threefcore  perfons  who  drew  prizes. 
*'  to-day  in  the  lottery  of  the  guillotine."  If  the 
-  butchery  had  been  lefs  numerous,  flie  would  fay, 
"  A  lift  of  the  twenty  or  five-and-twenty  ariftocrats 
''  who  were  guillotined  to-day ;  I  hope  the  number 
"  will  be  greater  to-morrow."  Sometimes  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  the  bell  was  rung,  and  all  the 
prifoners  fummoned  into  the  yard,  where  admini- 
(Irators,  by  torch-light,  attended  by  guards,  waited 
Vith  a  lift  of  perfons  to  be  carried  in  carts  to  other 
prifons  for  detention,  or  to  the  Conciergerie,  till  they 
fhould  be  tried.  Thefe  transfers  were  effefted  with 
the  utmoft  brutality;  age,  fex,  or  iituation  pro- 
cured no  compaffion.  A  lady  near  her  time  of 
lying-in,  terrified  by  the  bell,  from  her  ignorance 
of  the  caufe  of  its  ringing,  was  feized  with  the  pangs 
of  child-birth.  She  was  compelled  to  defcend  to  the 
yard;  her  name  was  on  the  lift ;  in  vain  fhe  in- 
treated  and  remonftrated  ;  two  foldiers  dragged  her 
towards  the  cart,  till  her  increafing  agonies  at  length 
compelled  them  to  place  her  in  the  firft  rooni  they 
could  find,  where  ihe  was  prematurely  delivered 
without  attendance  or  afliftance. 
bciivcryof  Thefe  were  not  the  only  means  contrived  to 
the  aa$  of  <c  murder  fleep."  By  a  diabolical  mockery  of 
'  juftice,  the  adts  of  accufation  were  delivered  late 
in  the  night  before  the  day  of  trial.  A  fellow 
hawked  them  about  the  prifon  with  a  loud  voice, 
calling  them,  in  barbarous  pleafantry,  the  Evening 
Poji.  This  noife  difturbed  all  the  prifoners,  and 
made  fome  hundreds  partake  of  the  mifery  intended, 
perhaps,  for  only  ten  or  a  dozen.  Thofe  to  whom 
they  were  delivered  fometimes  could  not  read  them 
for  want  of  light ;  and  if  they  could,  it  would  have 
availed  them  but  little ;  they  were  generally  the 
fame  i|i  fubftance ;  the  crime  alledged  and  the  wit- 
neffes  the  fame.    They  were  made  out  by  the  infe^ 
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rior' agents  of  Fouquier  Tainville,  written  in  a  hand 
fcarcely  legible,  and  mifpelled.  The  petulance  of 
thefe  wretches  often  indicated  the  fate  of  the  perfon 
to  be  accufed  by  fomeVocular  expreilion,  as,  Let  us 
fend  ibis  woman  to  her  oeloved  fpoufe  ;  and  at  the  top 
of  one  of  the  aSs  of  accufation  was  written,  **  A  head 
**  to  be  chopped  off  without  mercy. ^^  The  change  of 
the  abode  of  prifoners,  made  capricioufly  and  unre* 
corded,  often  rendered  the  delivery  of  thefe  ads 
matter  of  difficulty ;  but  the  impatience  of  the  mef- 
fengers,  and  the  promptitude  of  the  revolutionary 
fyfteih,  obviated  delay.  If  the  perfon  defignated  was 
not  to  be  found,  fome  one  whofe  name  approached 
to  his  in  found,  or  who  had  had  fome  relation  or  con- 
nexion with  him,  fupplied  his  place  ^  It  was  vain 
to  remonftrate,  the  anfwer  was  ready  ;  **  We  were 
*'  ordered  to  take  ten,  twelve,  or  fifteen  perfons 
**  fro.m  this  houfe,  and  will  not  go  away  without  our 
*'  number ;  you  may  as  well  take  this  aft  of  accufa- 
•'  tion  as  not,  for  you  certainly  muft  have  one 
**  fooner  or  later.*' 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  July  1794,  every  thing  increafmg 
indicated  that  greater  feverities  and  a  more  rapid  ***^™«» 
evacuation  of  the  prifons  was  in  contemplation.  The 
reports  of  confpiracies  were  more  fi-equent,  the  fpies 

'  CouRLBT  Vbrmantois  was  Ton  ofacounfellor  of  parliament  at 
Dijon,  and  afterwards  an  officer  in  the  arnay.  He  fell  a  viflim  to  the 
irregular  f>roceedings  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal  a  day  before  the 
death  of  Robefpierre.  He  was  a  prifoner  in  the  prifon  Dupiijit  \  when 
in  one  of  Fouquier  Tainville*s  lifts^  the  name  of  Vermantois,  canon  of 
ChartreSy  was  included  j  no  perlbn  of  that  name  being  found  but  him- 
ielft  he  was  taken}  and  in  fpite  of  his  remooftrances  that  be  was  a 
foldier,  and  not  a  priei},  and  knew  nothing  of  the  fa^s  alledged  in 
the  a6b  of  accufation,  he  was  condemned  bv  that  execrable  court,  and 
executed  the  a 7th  July  1794.  Such  miftakes  were  not  uncommon.. 
A  lady  of  the  name  of  Maillet  was  brought  before  the  tribunal 
with  an  a6l  of  accufation  meant  for  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  MmlU, 
She  informed  the  judges  of  the  fa£V  ;  but  the  public  accufer  toid  her 
it  was  of  no  confequence,  ihe  would  ha^  been  brought  to  tbe  icafibld 
very  ihortly  at  any  rate  ^  that  one  day  was  as  good  as  another ;  the  jury 
ileclared  tbemfelves  fufficiently  in(tru£led,  and  the  woman  was  exe- 
cuted !  I 
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more  numerous,  the  turnkeys  more  ferocious*  The 
prifoners  were  almoil  entirely  prevented  from  com* 
municating  with  each  other.  During  the  ihort  pe- 
riod they  were  permitted  to  take  the  air  in  the  yard, 
men  employed  on  purpofe  traverfed  it  diagonally ; 
andiif  they  law  two  or  three  converfmg,  rudely  fe- 
parated  them,  aiking  if  they  were  forming  a  con- 
(piracy  ? 
Fall  of  Ro-  The  revolution  of  the  28  th  of  July,  though  not 
bcfpierre  j  jmniediately  communicated  to  them  in  dired  terms, 
produced  effeds  perceptibly  beneficiaL  While  the 
iffue  of  the  conteft  between  Robefpierre  and  his  op- 
ponents was  uncertain,  the  prifoners  were  obliged  to 
feparate  at  an  earlier  hour  than  ufual,  and  were  care- 
fully locked  up.  When  the  conteft  was  decided, 
the  jailors  were  in  doubt  whether  the  fyftem  of 
terror  would  not  ftill  be  continued.  They  took 
*great  pains  to  conceal  the  tranfadions  without. 
Alarm  and  terror  were  infpired  by  the  ringing  of 
the  tocfm  and  the  firing  of  guns.  The  news  was 
how  com-  diverfely  communicated.  In  one  prifon  they  heard 
municaudHt  through  the  intrepidity  of  a  boy  who  hawked, 
papers  about  the  ftreets ;  he  approached  the  walls, 
crying  with  a  loud  voice,  "  The  glorious  arreftation 
and  execution  of  Catiline  Robefpierre  and  his  ac- 
complices :"  when  the  guard  attempted  to  drive 
him  ^way,  he  remonftrated  fturdily,  that  there  were 
many  good  citizens  in  cuftody  who  would  be  glad 
to  heat  the  news,  and  they  fliould  hear  it.  The 
words  of  the  hawker  were  caught  up  by  fome  who 
contrived  to  commvmicate  them,  and  the  tranfport 
foon  became  general.  In  another  gaol,  one  of  the 
guards,  who  was  employed  to  break  the  knots  of 
prifoners  aifembled  in  the  yard,  contrived,  as  he  was 
walking,  to  utter  a  word  or  two  now  and  then  which 
communicated  the  intelligence;  and  the  hearers 
were  diligent  in  making  it  known  to  their  comrades, 
The  turii^ey  was  fo  enraged  at  the  difcovery  of  this 
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faft,  that  he  would  not  fiiffer  the  guards  to 
come  into  the  prifon,  but  employed  dogs  in  their 
ftead  •. 

The  reign  of  thefe  tyrants,  howerer,  drew  to-  its  effcat^ 
wards  an  end.  The  convention  declared  that  they 
intended  to  abolifli  the  fyftem  of  terror ;  the  gaolers, 
feeling  that  tfceir  power  was  declining,  and  dreading 
the  punifliment  due  to  their  pad  barbarity,  paid 
court  to  the  prifoners  by  voluntarily  relaxing  many 
of  their  feverities,  and  permitting  the  introdudion  of 
visuals,  clothes,  letters,  and  even  vifitors.  Then 
came  to  light  the  numerous  devices  invented  by  in- 
genious affeftion  to  elude  the  feverity  of  the  law 
and  the  vigilance  of  the  turnkeys ;  fometimes  in  the 
infide  of  a  fowl,  or  m  a  bundle  of  afparagus,  while 
viftuals  were  permitted  to  be  fent ;  fometimes  in  the 
folds,  or  even  the  hems  of  clean  linen,  a  dexterous 
hand  contrived  to  convey  the  efFufion  of  a  tender 
and  faithful  heart*  In  one  of  the  prifons  a  dog  daily 
Tuihed  in  to  kifs  the  hand  of  his  confined  mafter,  and 
carried  under  his  collar  the  aflfedlionate  remembrances 
of  an  anxious  wife.  Sometimes  pieces  of  paper, 
dirty,  and  apparently  unimportant,  when  joined  to- 
gether, contained  an  interefting  diary,  tender  con- 
dolences, or  affedionate  proteftations.  Soon  thefe 
efforts  of  courageous  tendemefs  were  rewarded  by 
the  examination  of  warrants  and  difcharge  of  pn- 
foners,  which  reftored  happinefs  to  thoufands. 
What,  upon  infpeffion,  were  the  crimes  which  au- 
thorifed  a  confinement  fo  rigorous,  a  death  fo  tra- 
gical ?  Some  of  the  prifoners  had  been  nobles,  fome 
had  been  priefts,  bankers,  farmers-general;  fome 
were  rich,  fgme  learned,  fome  brave ;  thefe  were  all 
ariftocrats.^  Some  had  given  offence  to  the  tyrant  or 
his  fatraps;  thefe  vitxtfufpeiied;  and  fome  were  con- 
fined without  caufe  and  without  warrant. 

^  Qncjpf  thefe  dogi  wai  iudicroufly  called  Robcfpierre. 

Of 
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Fate  of  Be-      Of  Benoit,  perfonally,  there  is  little  to  add;  he 

■^"*         behaved  himfelf  fo  much  to  the  fatisCiftion  of  his 

employers,  as  gaoler  and  fpy  at  the  Luxembourg, 

that  he  was  promoted  to  the  fame  offices  at  the  larger 

prifon  of  the  Carmes,  where  he  continued  for  fome 

time  after  the  death  of  Robefpierre :  but  condign 

punifhment  at  length  overtook  him;  he  was  included 

in  the  aft  of  accufation  againft  Fouquier  Tainville, 

stb  May  tried,  and  fent  to  the  guillotine  with  him  and  his  ac« 

'795.    complices. 
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BRIENNE. 


T"  HE  name  of  de  Brienne,  archbifliop  of  Sens, 
•*  has  been  little  noticed  in  the  courfe  of  the 
revolution,  though  the  errors  of  his  adminiftration 
were  the  principal  means  by  which  it  was  effefted. 
His  rafhnefs,  prefumption,  and  timidity  diforganized 
the  government ;  and  the  plans  which,  either  from 
treachery  or  folly,  he  recommended,  accelerated  the 
events  which  overturned  the  monarchy. 

The  family  of  Lomenie  was  of  the  antient  Limoufin  Family 
nobility;  and  is  traced  back  to  the  fourteenth  cen-  *"^  >*'*- 
tury.     He  added  de  Brienne  to  his  family  name, 
becaufe  one  of  his  anceftors  had  efpoufed  a  lady  of 
that  illufiirious  houfe.     Etienne-Charles  was  bom  at     tr*?* 
Paris,  and  bred  to  the  church,  obtained  fucceffiyely     ly^f. 
the  bifliopric  of  Condom,  and  the  archbifhopric  of     17^3. 
Thouloufe  *. 

Notwithftanding  his  clerical  charadter  and  dig-  Profeflet 
nified  ftation  in  the  church,  de  Brienne  was  noted  *'*»«»^'»' 
for  the  profligacy  of  his  life  and  the  licentioufnefs 
of  his  manners.     He  made  no  fecret  of  his  pro- 
feffion  of  atheifm,  and  attached  himfelf  to  d' Alem- 
bert,  and  the  writers  who  affifted  him  in  decrying 
revelation   and   extirpating   Chriftianity.      He  was     1770. 
one   of  four  ecclefiaftical  commifBoners  named  to  f  ^^^'^ 'a"^"! 
take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  monaftcries  in  monks. 
France,  and  had  the  addrefs  to  obtain  the  principal 
direftion  of  the  bufinefs.     Entering  cordially  into 

'  Didioanaire  de  la  Nobleflfe^  par  M.  de  la  Chenaye  dcs  JSois. 
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the  views  of  his  aflbciates,  he  exerted  himfelf  fa 
efTedually,  that  by  his  means  fifteen  hundred  con- 
vents were  fuppreffed  in  France.  It  is  not  neceffary 
to  difcufs  the  utility  of  monaftic  vows,  or  to  ftate  the 
arguments  which  policy  might  fugged  either  for 
retaining  or  fupprefling  fuch  a  number  of  fmall 
eftabliihments  ;  but  it  could  furely  do  no  honor  to  a 
Catholic,  bifhop  to  have  lifted  his  hand  againft  the 
church  ;  and  it  muft  have  afforded  confolation  and 
triumph  to  the  fuffcrers  to  refleft  that  they  owed  their 
difgrace  to  an  avowed  atheift.  His  exertions  pro* 
cured  him  the  nick-name  of  P/lnti  Moine  \ 

The  bifhop  of  Orleans  having  been  defired  to 
recommend  a  clergyman  as  tutor  to  the  archducheis 
of  Auftria,  afterwards  queen  of  France,  applied  to 
de  Brienne,  who  noniinated  the  abbe  Vermont, 
In  gratitude  for  this  .  kindnefs,  Vermont  ufed  his 
influence  to  promote  the  interefts  of  his  firft  patron  "• 
On  the  death  of  M.  de  Beaumont,  archbilhop  of 
Paris,  great  intereft  was  employed  to  obtain  that  fee 
for  de  Brienne.  The  anti-chriftiian  fa£iion  afforded 
him  their  moft  (Irenuous  fupport,  and  the  queen,  at 
the  inftance  of  Vermont,  prevailed  on  the  king  to 
confent  to  his  appointment.  This  confent  did  no 
difhonor  to  the  religious  principles  of  Louis  XVI.  j 
he  had  heard  of  the  learning,  genius,  and  talents  of 
the  archbifhop  of  Thouloufe,  but  was  utterly  unac- 
quainted with  the  immoral  parts  of  his  charafter. 
He  was,  however,  foon  undeceived.  His  aunts,  the 
princefs  de  Marianne,  and  feveral  other  refpeftable 
perfonages,  expofed  the  charafter  of  de  Brienne  in 
its  proper  light ;  the  nomination  was  revoked,  and 
Leclerc  de  Juignc,  a  prelate  of  the  moft  unexception- 
able charader,  was  raifed  to  this  high  dignity*. 
This  circumltance  made  fuch  an  impreffion  on  the 
mind  of  the  king,  that  when  it   was  propofed  to 
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admit  this  unworthy  prelate  to  a  feat  in  the  council, 
he  anfwered  with  indignation,  **  The  man  does  not 
**  believe  in  God  ^** 

Becoming  fenfible  that  the  badnefs  of  his  charafter  Afpiret  t» 
was  a  great  impediment  to  his  ambitious  views,  de  ^*  P.""* 
Brienne  affumed  the  mafk  of  hypocrify,  affetted  a 
fincere  converfion,  and  pretended  to  be  folely  occu- 
pied in  the  duties  of  his  diocefe.  He  dill  retained 
the  efteem  of  the  queen,  and  cherifhed  hopes  that 
by  her  means  he  might  gain  the  lituation  of  prime 
minifter  *. 

The  inflexibility  of  the  king  afiForded  little  ground     i7«7- 
for  thefe  hopes ;  but  the  embarraflment  of  public  caionnl 
affairs  facilitated  the  accomplifliment  of  his  wiflies. 
When  Calonne  had  induced  the  king  to  favor  his 
plan  for  convoking  the  notables,  he  waited  on  the 
queen  to  communicate  it  to  her.     He  found  her 
majefty   furrounded  by  courtiers,  who,  when  the 
project  was  explained,  vied  with  each  other  in  ap- 
plauding its  propriety.     The  archbifhop  of  Thouloufe 
cxpreffed  himfclf  with  peculiar  warmth  on  the  oc- 
cafion,     Pleafed  with  this  unexpected  fupport,  the 
minifter  faid,  that  he  intended  to  include  among  the 
notables  fourteen  or  fifteen  bilhops  ;  that  he  hoped 
de  Brienne  would  have  no  objeftion  to  be  one  of 
the  number,  and,  as  he  muft  necefTarily  be  acquainted 
with  his  own  order,  left  the  remaining  biihops  to  his 
nomination,  excluding  only  a  few,  who  were  Ca^ 
ionne's  profefled  enemies.     The  archbifhop  gladly  De  Brienne 
availed  himfelf  of  this  opportunity  to  acquire  pa-  oppof««» 
tronage   and  ruin  the  minifter.  •  All  the  prelates 
nominated  by  him  were  inimical  to  Calonne,  de- 
voted  to  Brienne,  or  influenced,  by  the  writings  of 
Necker  *,     Thus  fupport ed,  he  commenced  a  •  fyf- 
tematic  oppofition,  and  finally  fucceeded  in  driving 
phe  minifter  irom  the  helm. 

f  Bertrand*t  Mempirt,  vol.  i.  p.  ^I«  ■  Ibid. 

*  Apecdotet  du  Regne  de  Loait  XVI.  vol.  vi«  p.  6o* 
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and  fuc-  De  Briennc  was  not  the  immediate  fucceflbr  of 
cceds  hiin.  Calonne  ;  the  place  of  prime  minifter  was  conferred 
on  M.  de  Fourqueux,,  a  man  of  amiable  manners 
and  unimpeached  charafter  ;  but  ill-health  prevented 
his  retaining  the  fituation  longer  than  three  weeks. 
The  reins  of  government  were  now  confided  to  de 
Brienne,  who  was  foon  afterwards  tranflated  to  the 
archbifliopric  of  Sens,  and  conftituted  principal 
minifter,  with  great  influence  in  the  departments  of 
his  colleagues  ^. 
His  popu.  He  commenced  his  adminiftration  under  the  mod 
larity.  favourable  aufpices.  'The  public  gave  him  credit 
for  great  talents  and  abilities,  and  his  friends  were 
numerous  and  powerful.  The  difgrace  of  Calonne 
was  confidered  as  neceflary  to  the  public  welfare,  and 
the  archbifliop  enjoyed  for  a  time  great  popularity  ^. 
Oppofition  The  efforts  of  faftion,  however,  were  fpeedily  re- 
?^!!*^!'"'  newed.  De  Brienne  had  difmiflfed  the  notables, 
many  of  whom,  he  fufpefted,  would  continue  to 
favor  Calonne,  and  determined  to  fubmit  his  plans 
to  the  parliament  of  Paris.  He  fpeedily  evinced  that 
it  was  more  eafy  to^cavil  at  the  miftakes  of  another, 
than  fill  with  credit  an  arduous  fituation.  He 
adopted  the  plans  which  had  been  propofed  by  his 
predecefTor,  but  was  fo  deficient  in  judgment,  that 
he  was  incapable  of  arranging*  them  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  avoid  the  odium  to  which  his  fituation 
expofed  him.  One  of  thefe  plans  was  a  tax  on 
landed  property  and  feignorial  rights,  which  ought 
to  have  been  firft  prefented,  becaufe  had  the  parlia- 
ment refufed  to  regifter  it,  their  conduft  would  have 
appeared  to  proceed  from  felfifh  motives,  and  by 
exciting  indignation  in  the  people,  have  ftrengthened 
the  hands  of  government.  The  archbiihop,  afraid 
perhaps  of  offending  the  clergy,  whofe  property  was 

^  Bertnnd*s  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  40.      Roui])e*s  Memoirs,  p.  50. 
Nrcker  on  the  Kevolution,  vol.  i.  p.  15.  et  ieq*     Hiftories. 
*  Neckcr  on  the  Kevolution,  vol.i.  p.  8. 
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implicated  in  the  propofed  tax,  or  relying  on  the 
popularity  of  the  meafure»  to  make  his  peace  after 
feme  lefs  agreeable  fhould  have  been  reforted  to, 
began  by  feveral  unpopular  edifts,  among  which  was 
one  permitting  the  exportation  of  grain.  After  this 
he  propofed  a  ftamp  duty,  which  originated  with 
Calonne,  and  which  the  parliament  refufed  to 
regifler,  alledging,  that  it  was  oppreffive  to  the 
commercial  intereft,  and  highly  burdenfome  to  the 
lower  clafs  of  people.  This  objeftion,  however, 
was  not  founded  in  truth.  The  tax  was  afterwards 
adopted  by  the  national  aifembly,  and  produced  1791. 
twenty-two  millions  (962,500/.)  a-year,  though  not 
carried  to  the  extent  propofed  by  the  archbifhop  **. 

At   length  the   minifter   propofed   his   land-tax,  Lami-tix 
which  was  calculated  to  have  obviated  the  objection  P*'^p®^«*'- 
raifed  againft  the  (lamp  duty  ;  but  the  parliament, 
having  now  fecured  popularity,  at  firft  evaded  the 
regiftration  of  the  edift,  by  inquiring  how  many 
more  taxes  were  to  be  impofed  ;  and  when  the  mini- 
fter aflured  them  this  was'  the  lad,  anfwered,  they 
could  not  believe  him :  they  added,  that  admitting 
his  fincetity,  his  declaration  could  not  bind  his  fuc-  Regiftn. 
ceffors,  and  therefore,  without  examination  into  its  tion  re. 
propriety,  they  refufed  to  regifter  the  decree.  ^^^^^' 

ITie  king,  upon  this,  was  induced  to  hold  a  bed  Bed  of 
ofjujiice;  at  which  he  commanded  the  parliament  i"^»cc. 
to  retract  their  refufal.  They  declared,  however 
contrary  to  truth,  that  they  had  not  the  power  of 
regiftermg  taxes  without  the  confent  of  the  nation, 
and  demanded  a  convocation  of  the  ftates  general. 
ITiis  anfwer  incenfed  the  minilter,  and  he  caufed 
them  to  be  baniflied  to  Troyes,  where  they  were 
foon  prevailed  on  to  regifter  the  decrees,  and  re- 
turned to  Paris. 

Soon  afterwards  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  the  treafury  Loan  pro. 
rendered  a   loan  neceflary.     The  minifter,  hopir.g  P°^*^^r 

*  See  Anecdotet  du  Regne  de  Louit  XVI.  vol.  v.  p.  401. 
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that  the  late  humiliation  of  the  parliament  would 
prevent  a  ferious  oppolition,  refolved  to  obtain  from 
them,  at  once,  a  decree  for  four  hundred  and  twenty 
millions  (18,375,000/.),  and  a  fandion  for  further 
loans,  for  the  fervice  of  1 788,  and  the  four  fucceeding 
years.     To  afcertain,  however,  as  nearly  as  poflible 
the  difpofition  of  the  parliament,  he  privately  con- 
fulted  many  of  the  members,  who  promifed  their 
fupport.     On  the  day  of  propofing  the  loan,  he 
attempted  furreptitioufly  to  introduce  it  amongft  fome 
popular  decrees,   particularly  one   for   granting  to 
Proteftants  all  the  privileges   of  Catholics.      This 
decree  he  flattered  himfelf  would  give  a  great  idea 
of  his  policy,    becaufe  it   was    expefted   from  the 
troubles  which  then  agitated  Holland,  and  which 
de  Brienne  had  fomented  %  that  many  of  the   in- 
habitants, under  favor  of  the  propofed  toleration, 
would  emigrate  into  France  with  all  their  wealth. 
Laftly,    that    nothing    might    be    omitted    which 
could  fecure  the  pafling  of  the  decree,  it  was  de- 
termined, that  the  king,  in  perfon,  fliould  be  pre- 
fent  at  the  regiftration  of  the  edifts,  and  that  the 
meeting  ftiould  not  be  called  by  the  unpopular  name 
of  a  bed  ofjujlice^  but  a  royal  fitting.     Had  all  thefe 
precautions  been  fecret,  they  might  perhaps  have 
been  fuccefsful ;  but  they  were  difclofed  to  the  Duke 
of  Orleans   by  one  Sabatier,   a  counfellor  of  par- 
liament, the  pretended  friend  of  the  minifter,  but 
Edia  re-     '^^  reality  one  of  the  duke's  faftion.     This  difcovery 
giftered  by  produced  an  oppofition,  which,  after  a  debate  of  nine 
compul-     hours,  reduced  the  king  to  the  neceflity  of  command- 
ing, by  his  own  authority,  the  regiftration  of  the 
decrees,  and  occafioned  his  banifliment  of  Orleans 
to  Villers-Cotteret  K 
Cwfiimtn      To  parry  the  propofal  of  the  parliament  to  con- 
projettcd.    yoke  the  eftates  general,  the  archbifliop  propofed  a 
new  plan,  which  was,  to  eftabliih  courts  of  juftice  in 

*  Sec  Life  of  Dumouriex,  ▼ol.  ii«  p..  %i%^  ^  See  Orleans. 
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the  various   provinces    of  France,  and  one  grand 
court,  called  cour  plenierey  all  the  members  of  which 
fhould  be  named  by  the  crown,  and  the  exclufive 
bufmefs  of  which  (hould  be  to  enregifter  the  king's 
edids.   This  innovation,  though  de  Brienne  a£Fe£tedIy 
called  it  a  re-eftabli(hment  of  the  cour  pleniere^  was 
defigned  to   fufpend  or   fupprefs   all   the  fuperior 
courts  of  magiftracy  in  the  kingdom.     Apprehenlive  Conduaed 
of  violent  oppofition,  he  determined  to  prevent  the  "^^^  &^^ 
publication  of  the  plan,  till  the  day  fixed  for  enre-   ^"^^* 
giftering  the  edicts,  which  was  intended  to  be  done 
by  a  bed  ofjufiice  in  Paris,  and  by  royal  commiffioners, 
at  the  fame  inftant,  in  all  courts  of  the  kingdom. 
To  obviate  the  neceffity  of  intruding  a  number  of 
clerks  with  this  important  fecret,  a  private  prefs  was 
eftabliflied  at  Verfailles,  and  the  printers  were  (hut 
up  and  clofely  guarded.      The  orders  for  the  depar- 
ture of  the  intendans  pafTed  through  th^  office  of  the 
minifter  of  finance,  and  every  feint  was  ufed  to 
prevent  difcovery.      This   myfterious  fecrecy  and 
portentous  preparation  excited  proportionate  fufpi- 
cion,  and  as  any  attempt  againft  the  magiftracy 
would  at  that  time  have  been  highly  unpopular,  to 
that  the  finger  of  fufpicion  pointed.     The  minifter 
prepared  the  commidioners  to  feel  difgufl:  at  their 
intended  miflion,  by  his  want  of  confidence,  and  by 
denying    his  real  intentions  whenever  they  .were 
fuggeiled.     The  people  were  alarmed  by  the  calling 
out  of  the  troops,  which  difplayed  at  once  the  weak- 
nefs  and  violence  of  the  government.     The  fecret  The  fecret 
was  neverthelefs    difcovered   by  M.  d'Efprein^nil,  difcofered, 
counfellor  of  parliament.     To  gratify  idle  curiofity, 
and  prevent  the  afcertainment  of  the  real  fad,  it 
was  aSferted  that  Efpremenil  had  bribed  one  of  the 
printers,  and  that  he  had  thrown  a  copy  of  the  edifk 
out  of  the  printing*houfe  window  in  a  pipkin.     Ttm 
truth,  however,  appears  to  have  been,  that  d'£fi>r€-'' 
m^nil   obtaiaeij..  a  knowledge  of  the  fecfet  from 
VOL.  !•  >|5,^  Sen)Qxii« 
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Semonville,  an  interefted  hypocrite,  wavering  be- 
tween the  two  parties,  but  wno  had  fufEcient  addrefs 
to  obtain  the  confidence  of  de  Brienne. 
Cour  pieniert      When  the  king  had  been  induced  again  to  hold 
eftabliihcd.  ^  ^^^  of  jujtice^  and  force  a  fanftion  by  means  of  his 
authority,  the  ftep  was  fo  unpopular,  that  thofe 
members  of  the  parliament  who,  together  with  fome 
of  the  princes  of  the  blood  and  officers  of  ftate,  were 
to  have  formed  the  CQur  pleniere^  difavowed,  by  a 
'  public  and  authentic  inftrument,  all  fhare  in  advifing 
the  meafure.^    They  were  probably  encouraged  to 
this  proceeding  by  the  filent  difapprobation  with 
which  the  king's  fpeech  was  attended  to  by  the 
whole  affembly,  to  whom  it  was  addrefied,  and  a 
Violent      proteft  againil  it  figned  by  fix  peers.     Thefe  mem- 
dicontcnts*  y^g^j  \f^t  again  fummoned  before  the  king,  who, 
only  repeating  what  he  had  faid  before,  confirmed 
them  in  their  refolutions ;  which  they  printed  and 
difperfed  throughout  the  kingdom.     In  the  mean 
time,  orders  had  been  fent  to  Paris  for  putting  feals 
on  all  the  bureaus  containing  the  records  and  papers 
of  the  parliament,  and  the  provincial  parliaments 
were  fufpended  from  their  fundtions.    Thefe  a£ts 
produced  difcontents  and  riots  in  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom. 
13th  July       The  minifter  now  began  to  feel  extreme  trepid^- 
1788.        tion,  and  to  meditate  a  refignation.     He  was  con^ 
«fowlt"to  firmed  in  this  refolution  by  a  dreadful  hurricane, 
retire.        wliich  threatened  ruin  to  France  by  its  extenfive 
Hurricane,  devaftations,  and  feemed  to  oppofe  infurmountablt 

difficulties  to  his  retaining  his  ftation. 

His  laft  His  laft  afts  were  marked  with  the  fame  fatality 

meafures,    which  had  diftinguiflied  his  whole  minifterial  career. 

,  His  difgufl  againit  the  parliament  amounted  to  a  de- 

*ee  of  rancour,  which  induced  him  to  obtain  from  the 

ing  a  pofitive  promife  to  convoke  the  ftates  general. 

He  alfo  invited  the  academies  and  the  learned  mea 

to  give  their  opinions  on  the  manner  of  a&mbling 

13.  the. 
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Ae  ftates,  and  voting  when  aflembled.  This  invi- 
t^ition  opened  the  flood-gates  of  political  difcufliony 
and  introduced  a  torrent  of  licentious  publications, 
^bich  finally  overwhelmed  the  goveniment '•  He  Rctireu' 
was  alfo  faid  to  have  recommended  the  recal  of 
Necker,  This  report^  though  not  ftri(SIy  true, 
probably  faved  his  perfon  from  thofe  violences  he 
would  otherwifi!  have  hadreafon  to  expect  in  his 
progrefs  through  France.  When  his  departurfB  was  it  burned 
known,  the  rabble  of  Paris  dreflTed  up  a  manikin  to  *"  *®8y* 
reprefent  his  perfon,  and  after  a  mock  proceflion 
through  the  ftreets,  attended  with  many  a£ts  of 
violence,  and  the  enforcement  of  a{i  illumination, 
they  burned  the  effigy.  They  were  preparing  to 
repeat  the  (ame  ceremony  the  next  night,  but  were 
prevented  by  the  military,  who,  in  difperfing  them, 
killed  and  wounded  a  great  number  **• 

De  Brienne  purfued  his  journey  to  Rome,  where  Made  car- 
the  pope  honoured  him  with  the  dignity  of  car-^  «".**• 
dinal.    When  the  revolution  was  effected,  he  re-  Becomes 'a 
turned  to   France,    and  fignalized   his  infamy  by  conftitu- 
taking  the  oaths  required  by  the  affemWy  and  for-  b°£'p^ 
bidden  by  the  pope.     Of  one  hundred  and  thirty-  March. 
eight    bifliops,   oiily  four  committed  this  aft  of  ^'^J'/^fp. 
apoftacy.    The  pope  deprived  him  of  his  cardinal's  dinaiflup/ 
hat'. 

K  The  fury  of  this  inundation  may  he  gathered  from  the  following 
calculation :  "  It  is  aflferted  that  it  would  have  cofl  a  thoufand  crowns 
**  (115/.)  to  purchafe  all  the  pamphlets  and  books  in  flieers  which 
*\  were  publifhed  in  Paris  on  the  convocation  of  the  ftates  general, 
••  from  the  month  of  Oftober  1788  to  January  1789.  Few  of  thcfe 
«  writings  fold  for  more  than  thiee  livres  (if.  tM*)  »  ^^^  greatefl  part 
"  were  i'old  at  forty,  but  many  for  fix  fous.  We  may,  therefoi-e,  rea- 
**  fonably  conclude,  that  in  this  preliminary  queftion  alone,  the  pro. 
**  digious  numl>er  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred  books  were  pub- 
**  hflsed.**  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  105. 

k  The  accounts  refpefVing  the  adminiftration  and  retreat  of  this 
minifter  are  not  contradictory  in  any  refpeA,  but  fome  are  more  simple 
than  others.  I  have,  brGdes  the  Hiftories,  confulted  Necker  on  the 
Revolution  $  Bertrand^s  Memoirs ;  KouilIe*s  Memoirs  2  the  CoDJurm- 
tion  de  d^Orieans  j  and  Mpore's  View. 

'  Bamttrt  Hiftory  of  tk^  Clergy,  p.  So. 
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aoth  Feb.       He  died  in  France,  in  a  ftate  of  total  obGvion  and' 

J7^'  contempt,  not  lefs  defpifed  by  the  atheifts  and  re- 
publicans, ^hofe  good  opinion  he  had  laboured  to 

'  acquire,  than  by  thofc  who  preferved  refped  for 

royalty,  or  love  for  religion  ^. 

His  cha-  He  is  thus  ably  charafterized  by  Bertrand  :  "  No 
*'  man's  real  charafter  appears  ever  to  have  been 
^*  more  mifunderftood.  He  was  fuppofed  to  pofiefs 
*•  energy,  becaiife  he  was  violent ;  learning,  becaufe 
^<  he  was  pofitive ;  genius,  becaufe  he  had  vivacity ; 
*'  talents  for  governing,  becaufe  he  critidfed  the 
^<  adminiftratlons  of  all  his  predeceflbrs.  His  friends 
**  and  adherents,  however,  have  fince  been  fuffi- 
♦*  ciently  convinced  of  their  miftake  by  the  weaknefs 
*•  of  his  refources,  by  his  ignorance,  by  the  inco- 
^'  herence  of  his  ideas,  and  the  abfurdity  of  his 
^<  meafures '/'  The  effed  of  his  adminiftratiou  was 
fuch  as  to  expofe  in  a  forcible  light  every  defed  in 
the  formation  of  the  old  French  government.  He 
totally  falfified,  by  his  conduft,  the  natural  difpo- 
fition  and  views  of  the  king,  whofe  power  he 
degraded  by  a£ts  of  wanton  and  ill-timed  violence^ 
and  whofe  perfon  and  government  he  expofed  to 
ridicule  and  abhorrence  by  unneceflary  exertions 
and  ineffedual  feverities. 

^  Memoiret  du  Jacobtnirme  par  Sairvclt  foK  i.  p.  ftS4« 
1  Memoirs^  woL  i.  p.  45* 
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MONG  thofe  whom  the  revolution  brought 
into  notice,  and  whom  the  efforts  of  party  have 
exhibited  to  the  admiration  of  mankind,  Briffot 
ftands  eminently  confpicuous.  He  has  been  praifed 
for  virtues,  genius,  and  knowledge  which  he  never 
poffeffed ;  and  cited  as  a  model  of  political  perfe&ion^ 
though  deficient  in  every  requifite  to  form  a  ftatef* 
man.  The  remains  of  his  party  triumphed  after  the 
fall  of  Robefpierre ;  and,  in  order  to  overwhelm  tho^ 
reputation  and  fadtion  of  that  tyrant  with  p)opular 
o{Uum,  they  extolled,  beyond  meafur^,  every  a£t 
of  his  political  rival  and  his  aflbciates;  and  raifed 
Briflbt  to  unmerited  celebrity,  that  Robefpierre  and 
his  adherents  might  be  depreffed  by  the  comparifon. 

Briffot  was  bom  at  Chartres  in  the  Orleannois  \  S4tb  Ju« 
His  father  was  a  traiteur^  or  mailer  of  an  eating-  j^il^^^ 
houfe.     By  the  profits  of  his  trade  he  was  enablol  edocatton, 
to  a^ord  his  children,  who  were  at  lead  thirteen  in 
number,  a  good  education.     Jaques  Pierre  having  studitt  tfat 
purfued  his  iludies  with  confiderable  fuccefs,  wa;'*^! 

■  The  events  of  UntCoVt  life  anterior  to  the  revolution  are  prin« 
cipallf  derived  from  a  work  called  "  the  Life  of  Briflbt*  written  by 
himfelf  j'*  which  is  a  tranflation  of  a  parophUt  publiflied  by  him  under 
the  title  of  **  Reponfe  de  Jaques  Pierre  BriflTot  a  tous  les  libelliftes 
qui  ont  attaqu^^  &  qui  attaoucnt  fa  vie  pafl^e  $'*  and  from  a  Life  of 
Briflbt  prefixed  to  the  London  edition  o(  bis  Effay  on  the  Commerce 
of  America )  which  it  in  pan  abridged  from  the  above,  though  with 
(ome  additions  and  many  errors.  , 

p  3  defigned 


214  BRISSOT. 

defigned  for  the  bar,  and  ferved  five  years  as  clerk  to 
feveral  attornies  in  the  country  and  in  Paris.     But 
he  was  foon  difgufled  with  the  law,  and  appliSd  to 
literature  and  languages, 
changes  Beco9ung  accidentally  acquainted  with  two  Eng* 

hii  name  j   lifljntefi^  -Jie  itefolved  to  learn  their  language ;  and 
that  occurrence  decided  his  fijte.     He  was  feized 
with  a  love  for  Englifh  manners  and  cuftoms,  and 
changed  his  name,  that  it  might  appear  like  that  of 
an  Engliftiman.     In  compliance  with  the  mode  of 
Jiis  country,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  diftinguilhing 
himfelf  from  his  brothers,  he  had  aflumed  the  name 
I  of  Ouarville^  iroiW  a  village  where  his  father  poflJsffed 
fome  property,  and  now  changed  that  appellative  to 
Warville^  the  Englifh  W  founding  like  the  French 
diphthong  Ou. 
^aits  <|}«         The  perufal  of  EngUfh  books  completed  his  diC* 
UwP  ^  "  guft  to  the  law,  which  he  quitted  without  taking  the 
^gown.     This  afl:  difobliged  his  parents,  and  he  pur- 
.fued  his  fludies  with  no  other  dependence  than  the 
bounty  of  fome  friends  at  Paris,  his  own  talents,  mo-» 
deration,  and  frugality.     At  the  death  of  his  father, 
he  paid  the  fums  which  had  been  advanced;  and  his 
remaining  income  enabled  him,  though  not  without 
confiderable  difficulty,  to  continue  his  ftudies  twQ 
years  longer. 
#rtje«rn         While  he  was  thus  occupied,  the  proprietor  of 
de  pRu-     '^  Courier  de  l^ Europe^  having  been  obliged  to  leave 
rope.  England  on  account  of  a  difpute  with  the  Stampr 

office,  formed  a  projeft  of  pyblifhing  his  news-paper 
at  Boulogne  on  an  improved  plan.  Briflbt  fays,  that 
he  was  applied  to  by  this  perfon  to  fuperj.ntend  that 
department  of  his  paper  known  by  the  title  otVarictes. 
This  is  not  probable,  even  according  to  his  own 
account;  which  reprefents  him  buried  in  folitude, 
and  merely  occupied  in  the  purfuit  of  learning^ 
^vithout  any  effort  to  attraft  public  notice.  He 
.  condufted  the  paper,    till  government  interfering, 

prevented 
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prevented  a  continuance  of  the  publication  '•    Briflbt 
then  left  Boulogne  and  returned  to  Paris. 

On  his  arrival  he  is  faid  to  have  been  admitted  a  Myfteri- 
counfellor  in  parliament,  but  he  does  not  ftate  the  I'^^^lll^^^ 
faft  himfelf ;  he  only  obferves  that  he  refumed  bis 
firjijiudies ;  and  there  is  no  account  of  his  having, 
at  any  time,  praftifed  as  an  advocate.  The  tranf- 
aftions  of  Briflbt's  early  life  are  involved  in  an  in- 
fcnitable  myftery, which  feems  to  confirm  the  aflertion 
of  a  late  illuftrious  author,  that  he  was  employed  as 
a  fpy  in  the  lower  departments  of  the  police  ^,  both 
in  and  out  of  France.  He  probably  quitted  this  occu- 
pation fome  time  before  the  revolution,  and  was 
afterwards  anxious  to  eradicate  every  trace  of  his 
having  engaged  in  it  ^ 

On  his  return  from  Boulogne  to  Paris,  Briflbt  re-  hii  pub- 
folved  to  commence  an  important  work.     Two  ob-  licaiiom. 
jefl:s  were  open  to  his  attacks ;  religion  and  govern- 
ment.    The  efforts  of  Rouffeau,  and  of  Voltaire  and 
his  difciples,  affording  no  hopes  of  fame  or  profit 
from  decrying  religion,    he  refolved  to  direft  his 
efforts  againft  government.     "  Conceiving  the  efla- 
^^  blifhment  to  be  moft  eafily  wounded  by  a  fide-     1710. 
**  blow,**  he  produced  two  odtavo  volumes,  intitled 
the  Theory  of  Criminal  Laws.     In  the  plan  and  com- 

B  BriiTot^s  Life»  which*  according  to  the  French  title,  ought  to  be 
very  explicit  and  Otti&faflory,  is  deficient  in  both  thefe  particulars.  It 
f  arn'tlhes  few  dares,  and  thofe  are  doubtful ;  it  (lates  many  faAs  am- 
bigttoufly  and  inconcluTively  \  and,  on  the  whole,  Teems  the  produAion 
of  a  roan  who  is  defirous,  by  an  affeflatton  of  candour,  to  prevent  re- 
fearch  and  defeat  inquiry.  His  anonymous  Biographer  has  fupplied 
fome  of  thefe  deficiences,  but  in  a  manner  which  evidently  proves  that 
be  has  made  aifertions  refpefling  which  he  was  not  duly  informed. 
Briflbt  fays  *'  that  his  employ  did  not  laft  /•r  any  length  of  time,**  (See 
Life,  p.  ]6.}  His  Biographer  ftates  its  duration  to  have  been  about 
two  years*  See  Commerce  of  America  with  Europe,  p.  5.  of  the  In- 
trodu^ton* 

*>  Burlpe.  See  the  firft  of  his  three  Memorials,  p.  73. 
P  I  do  not  mean  to  aifurae  thefe  as  jx^fitive  fa6ts )  bnt  there  is  reafon 
to  prefume  that  Burke  would  not  have  advanced  fuch  an  aflertion 
(though  he  does  it  with  great  difEdence)  had  be  not  derived  his  in. 
formation  from  what  he  confidercd  good  authority.  Robefpierre  aflTerts 
the  faipe  fiStf    See  Robefpierre  a  fes  Commettans,  vol»  ii*  p.  37* 

p  4  poiitioa 
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pofition  of  this  work  the  author  avows  feveral  de* 
fefts  ;  but  fays  it  was  applauded  by  fome  Reviewers, 
though  torn  in  pieces  by  others ;  that  it  procured 
him  the  friendfhip  of  the  mod  zealous  defenders 
of  human  nature,  and  the  applaufe  of  M.  la 
Cretelle. 
17S1.  This  publication  was  followed  by  two  Difcourfes, 
which  were  crowned  by  the  academy  of  Chalons-fur- 
Mame :  the  one,  on  the  Reform  of  Criminal  Laws  / 
the  other,  on  the  Reparation  due  to  innocent  Perfons 
unjujily  accufed.  He  alfo  began  a  work  which  was 
afterwards  completed  in  ten  volumes,  called  A  Phi'- 
lofophical  Library  of  the  Criminal  Laws.  The  objeft 
of  this  work  was  to  diflFufe  thofe  principles  of  liberty 
which  guided  the  Englifh  and  Americans,  by  infert-- 
ing  many  pieces  which  aimed  at  great  political  re- 
forms. He  likewife  wrote  a  volume  concerning  Truth  ^ 
or.  Thoughts  on  the  Means  of  attaining  Truth  in  all 
the  Branches  of  Human  Knowledge^  which  was  in* 
tended  as  an  introduction  to  a  greater  work. 

None  of  thefe  produftions  have  come  under  my 
infpeftion.  The  author  fpeaks  of  them  with  the 
affedion  of  a  parent,  and  cites  a  few  favourable 
teflimonies  from  Reviews  and  private  correfpond- 
ence.  Madame  de  Genlis  pieptiops  them  >vith  littl^ 
refpeft :  fpeaking  of  a  fubfequent  period  fhe  fays, 
**  I  did  not  even  know  that  Briffot  was  the  author 
of  five  or  fix  large  volumes  very  little  knowp 
(^tres  ignores)  at  that  time,  and  very  indifferent 
♦*  produdions ;  I  have  read  them  fince  \** 
inem»i*""'  Priffot's  '  acquaintance  with  living  languages  ej;-. 
tended  to  the  Englifh,  German,  Italian,  and  Spanifh  } 
he  had  recently  added  to  his  other  fludies  chcmiflry, 
phyfics,  anatomy,  and  religioHt  In  thele  and  many- 
other  branches  of  knowledge,  he  boafled  that  he 
had  important  information  to  difclofe  to  the  world,  ^ 

1  Precis  dt  la  Cooduiif  dc  Madame  dc  GeiiUidepuis  ]a  Revolution, 
f.  3S. 

He 
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He  had  remarked  that,  ^^  if  philofophical  books  Goet  to 
were  the  bed  vehicle  of  political  revolutions,  great  ^n«v*» 
obftacles  oppofed  its  efficacy.  The  career  of  genius 
^  was  impeded  by  the  dread  of  the  Baftille:  the 
**  labours  of  the  printers  were  (lopped  by  their  ap- 
^^  prehenfion  of  the  police :  the  bookfellers  alone 
^^  let  prohibitions  at  defiance.  The  difficulty,  there* 
^^  fore,  was  not  to  procure  a  fale,  but  to  find  au- 
^^  thors  and  printers.  Now,  by  placing  the  one  and 
the  other  in  foreign  countries,  a  remedy  exifled 
againfl  the  double  impediment ;  for  the  avarice  of 
fmugglers  would  afterwards  infure  the  intro- 
**  duftion  of  the  books  into  France.  Full  of  this 
^^  idea,  he  imagined  that  the  projeA  of  fpreading 
through  France  great  political  principles  might 
eaiily  be  efFe&ed,  were  fome  intrepid  and  en- 
lightened friends  of  liberty  to  form  a  coalition,  to 
fix  their  refidence  and  compofe  their  works  in 


^*  London,  a  city  where  the  freedom  of  individuals 
^^  is  maintained  in  the  highefl:  degree ;  and  after- 


wards,  were,  they  to  print  them  in  either  Switzer^- 
land  or  Germany^  countries  where  the  paper  and 
the  various  expedces  of  the  prefs  are  cheaper,  and 
**  from  whence  fuch  works  might  with  more  faci- 
lity be  introduced  and  difleminated  through 
France.  Thefe  memoirs  might  be  colle6led  toge- 
ther into  a  kind  of  periodical  work,  under  the  title 
of  An  univerfal  Correfpondence  on  Points  which  are 
inter  ejiing  to  the  Welfare  of  Man  and  of  Society. 
♦*  He  communicated  his  projeft  to  men  who  poffejfed 
**  the  reputation  of  glowing  with  an  abhorrence  agcdnft 
**  defpotifm.  They  received  it  favourably  j  they  en- 
**  couraged  him  j  they  promifed  him  every  kind  of 
fupport.  He  fecured  a  printer  and  bookfeller^  at 
that  time  eminent  in  Germany^  who  undertook  to 
engage  in  this  bufinefs,  to  reprint  and  to  circulate 
copies  in  the  north  of  Europe ;  and  he  kept  his 
word*  The  fource  from  whence  a  literary  inun- 
4^  dation  might  have  flowed  ia  upon  all  France  was 

**  Swilzer* 
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"  Switzerland.    Geneva  and  Netfchatel  then  ofiered 
*'  the  principal  affortnaient  of  prohibited  books,  and 
"  he   travelled  thither.      During  his  refidence  at 
"  Geneva  he  became    acquainted  with   Claviere. 
**  Geneva  did  not  fuit  his  purpofe,  but  Nettfchatel 
^  offered  every  advantage,    and   to  Neufchatel  he 
•*  gave  the  preference.     Sure  of  the  reprinting  and 
**  of  the  diftribution  of  the  work,  and  relying  upon 
**  his  co-operators  at  I^ris,  he  haftcned  to  London, 
**  and  publiflied  his  ProfpeStus.     ITie  firft  numbers 
•*  came  out  in  the  moft  rapid  fucceflion.     He  fpared 
*'  neither  money  nor  labour  to  give  folidity  to  the 
**  eftablifhment.     He  unfufpeftingly  conceived  that 
he  Jbouldhave  been  feconded  by  thofe  who,  binding 
them/elves  under  the  moft  f acred  oaths ^  hadpromifed 
ajfiftance  and  materials*   They  profeffed  themfelves 
*^  ready  toftgn  articles  even  with  their  own  blood*     But 
"  he  rejetted  this  idea,  and  refufed  to  accept  of  any 
**  written  compaft  whatfoever.    His  affociates  fported 
*'  with  every  obligation.     Although  deferted,    he 
**  had  the  refolution  to  publiffi  two  volumes  of  this 
**  correfpondence.     They  were  favourably  received 
"  and  reprinted  in  Germany  \  but  the  EngUjh  and 
Neufchatel  editions  were  f«ized  in  France :  not  a 
(ingle  copy  got  abroad ;  fo  that  this  work,  which 
might  have  aflifted  in  preparing  the  reign  of  free- 
*'  dom,  continued  unknown  in  that  country.     He 
*'  loft  by  this  undertaking  more  than  ten  thoufand 
*'  livres  (437/.   loj.)'." 
osfenra-         I  have  copied  the  laft  paragraph  from  Briflbt's  own 
thdc  uanf.  account  of  the  tranfaftion  ;  becaufe,  I  think,  allows 
aaiont.      ing  for  the  author's  vanity  in  fuppofing  himfelf  the 
firll  who  had  fuggefted  a  projeft  long  before  adopted, 
and  allowing  for   his  caution  in  fupprcfling  fome 
fafts  and  falfifying  others,  it  affords  a  ftrong  illuf- 
tration  of  the  confpi racy  refpeft ing  which  Barruel 
and  Profeffor  Robifon  have  advanced  fuch  irrefra- 

'  Sec  Life,  p.  17  to  3s. 
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gable  proofs^  It.  fliers  the  nature  of  the  confpinicy, 
and  the  means  of  givin?  it  effed ;  and  |>oint8  clearly 
to  the  fame  objci^s  which  are  indicated  by  Barruel . 
and  Robifon.  The  probable  caufe  of  Briilbt's  being 
deferted  b,  ,that  the  party  with  whom  he  was  con- 
nected fufpefted  that  he  was  a  fpy  for  government, 
or  were  appreheniive  left  his  imprudence  and  levity 
might,  in  the  ferment  which  prevailed  at  Geneva, 
make  fonie  difcoveries  highly  detrimental  to  their 
caufe. 

Briflbt,    though  difappointed  and  impoveriflied^    ,7?,. 
was  not  difcouraged  ;  he  refolved.to  go  to  England  9®*^*  *® 
jhat  he  might  from  thence  diffeminate  his  principles  ^"S^*"*** 
in  France,     He  had  before  invejiigated  the  Englijh 
CmJiUution  on  the/pot  %  and  now  thought,  in  fpite  of 
its  dafe&s,  it  was  a  model  for  thofe  focieties  who 
vreto,  defirous  of  changing  their  forjn  of  government. 
To  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  French  adininiftration,  ptibliihet  a 
he  pi  opofed  to  publiih  a  Journal  written  in  London,  j<>urnaK 
and  containing  a  Defcription  of  the  Arts  and  Sciences  in 
England^  the  greater  part  of  which  he  intended  to 
devote  to  an  inveftigadon  of  the  Englifh  coiiftitution. 
The  French  miniftry,  after  many  difficulties,  granted 
a  privilege  for  this  Journal  on  condition  that,  being    > 
printed  at  London,  it  might  be  reprinted  at  Paris. 
In  this  work  he  alfo  endeavoured  to  give  fomc  in- 
formation refpeding  the  Britifli  poifefrions  in  India, 
ivith  a  view  **  to  accelerate  the  moment  when  that 
**  region  (hould  be  open  to  all  nations.*'      After     t^^^ 
ihe  publication  of  twelve  numbers,   forming  two 
cftavo  volumes,  the  work  was  difcontinued. 

ft  ^ 

I  HiifTot's  fird  vifit  to  England  is  faid  by  his  Biographer  to  have 
taken  pUce  in  1777.  I  did  not  mention  it  in  its  place  becaufe  I  knew 
po  particular  circumftances  atteniltng  it ;  and  I  have  noticed  it  in  this 
place  exu^^Iy  in  the  words  and  in  the  manner  of  Bi ifToi  himfelf ;  be- 
.  f  auf*  I  think  bis  cautious  mode  of  advertiDg  to  it  fecrus  to  alFatd  a 
prrAimptive  proof  that  be  was  fent,  as  Barke  has  faid,  as  a  fpy  from 
the  policet  or  on  fome  other  iniquitous  errand.  The  reader  will  re- 
col  le6l  thai  firiflbty  though  he  afFe^s  to  tbrtw  efn  t»  bit  tmrnits  tkt  UcJt 
ff  bii  lifi^  b9s  involved  this  and  many  other  piirts  of  it  io  a  ftudied  . 
obXcurity. 

At 
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Biijy,  At  the  fame  time,  Bnffot  had  formed  a  plaii  of 

eftablifhing  in  London  a  centre  of  correfpondencc 
and  reunion  with  all  the  learned  men  and  politicians 
of  Europe,  under  the  appearance  of  a  lyceum,  (imilar 
to  thofe  at  Paris.  **  //  was  my  wijhy*  he  fays,  **  to 
create  that  univerfal  confederation  of  the  friends  of 
liberty  and  of  truths  which  more  fortunate  philo- 
fophers  than  myfelf  have  realifed  at  Farts  Jince  the 
**  French  revolution.*^  His  fuccefs  was  prevented,  as 
he  fays,  by  the  perverfe  difpofition  of  a  partner, 
whom  he  does  not  name ;  but  whom  he  reprefents 
as  the  dupe  of  treacherous  inftigations  ;  and  by  the 

M»j  i7«4.  inceffant  perfecutions  of  the  French  miniftry.  One 
caufe  of  his  failure,  and  of  his  quitting  England^ 
which  he  has  omitted  to  mention,  is  recorded  by  his 
Biographer,  namely,  that  he  was  arrefted  by  his 
printer ;  and  his  projects  had  left  him  in  fuch  a  ftate 
of  penury,  that  he  was  indebted  to  the  generofity  of 
a  friend  for  his  liberation.  Soon  after  his  releafe  be 
returned  to  Paris. 

His  quar.       During  his  refidence  in  England  he  had  quarrelled 

Mwa»d/**  ^^^  ^^  Morande,  editor  of  the  Courier  de  r Europe ; 
*  and  the  enmity  of  that  Journalift  is  faid  to  have  oc- 
cafioned  the  feverity  with  which  BriiTot  was  treated 
by  the  French  government. 

]»ts  com-        A  publication  of  peculiar  audacity  and  virulence, 

si  B^ft^r  ^"^"^^^^  ^y  ^^^  Pelleport,  was  fo  offenfive  to  the 
French  miniftry,  that  they  offered  a  thoufand  louis* 
d^or  for  apprehending  the  author.  Induced  by  this 
reward,  de  Morande  inveigled  Pelleport  to  Boulogne, 
and  delivered  him  up  to  the  French  government. 
Briffot  having  been   acquainted   with  Pelleport  at 

i4tb  July  London,  was  pointed  out  as  a  co-operator  in  his 
*^'**    publication,  arretted,  and  fent  to  the  Baftille  '• 

*  There  are  many  reafnnt  for  doubting  the  correAnefs  of  the  ac- 
count given  by  Briflbt  of  his  arrcft,  and  the  motives  f>i  it.  Hit  Bio- 
grapher differs  from  him  in  narrating  the  |>articiilars  $  but,  for  want 
of  a  better  authority,  I  hare  related  the  fa^a  tt  they  arc  detailed  by 
lirifibt,  with  fomt  additions  fraa  hit  Biographer. 

Ia 
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In   this  fituation  Briflbt  applied  to  madame  de  anddir. 
Genlis,  then  well  known  as  an  author,  who  in-  ^*>**^- 
terefted  the  duke  de  Chartres,  afterwards  Orleans, 
in  his  behalf " ;  and  fuch  effedual  folicitations  were 
made,  that  after  a  confinement  of  lefs  than  two 
months  he  was  liberated,  on  condition  that  he  fhould  loth  Scpu 
not  return  to  England.     This  is  the  only  account  of 

^  his  confinement  which  is  now  public ;  but  I  am  in- 
clined to  think,  that  if  the  records  of  his  conMnit- 
ment  had  been  fairly  given  to  the  world,  they  would 
have  expofed  fome  tads  relative  to  his  original  em- 
ploy under  government.  He  feems  to  have  been 
peculiarly  anxious  to  conceal  thefe  fads ;  for  when 
the  regifters  ef  the  Baftille  were  publifhed,  under  tne 
title  of  La  Bq/lille  devoilee^  he  fupprefled  that  part 
of  the  book  which  contained  the  reafons  of  his  com- 
mitment, and  wrote  the  article  himfelf,  in  a  manner 
which  conveyed  very  little  hiformation  *• 

Madame  de  Genlis  fays,  that  BriiTot  was  totally  His  mv- 
unkno\^n  to  her,  even  by  name,  till  (he  cfFefted  his  "*8*' 
releafe  from  the  Baftille ;  and  that  he  afterwards 
made  his  addreflfes  to  mademoifelle  Dupont,  who 
was  in  the  fervice  of  mademoifelle  d' Orleans  ^.  In 
this  ftatement  madame  de  Genlis  is  miftaken.  It  ap- 
pears from  BriiTot's  own  Narrative  *,  from  the  re- 
port of  Breteuil  the  minifter,  quoted  in  the  fame 
work  *,  from  the  account  given  by  his  Biographer, 
and  from  a  Letter  publifhed  in  the  Correfpondence 

fecrete^  and  afterwards  reprinted  in  la  BaJHlle  de^ 
^oilee^y  that  he  had  been  long  married  to  made- 
moifelle Dupont,  and  had  left  her,  with  a  child  four 
months  old,  in  England.  This  lady  is  commended 
by  madame  Roland  as^a  pattern  of  affedion,  ii)« 
duftry,  and  domeftic  virtue  ^. 

o  Frccit  d«  la  Conduitede  Madame  de  Genlis,  p.  jS. 

'  See  Baitiliedevoilee,  troifieme  liyraifony  p.  75. 

f  Precis  de  la  Conduite  de  Madame  de  GeoJii,  p.  39. 

«  P.  45-^  •  P.  4.*. 

b  Q^atrieme  iivraifon,  p.  ia9. 

«  A^pel  a  rimpartiak  Pofterite^  vol.  ii.  p.  47* 

Having 
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»7?5.  Having  obtained  his  liberty,  he  refumed  his  lite* 

Pubhca.  yj^j.y  occupations  ;  and  publiflied  Two  Letters  to  the 
Emperor  Jofeph  II.  concerning  the  Right  of  EmigratioUy 
and  the  Right  of  the  People  to  revolt.  Thefe  Letters 
were  circulated  in  Germany,  but  fuppreffed  by  the 
police  in  France.  They  were  occafioned  by  the 
emperor's  edift  againft  emigration,  and  by  the  puniQi- 
ment  of  Horiah,  the  chief  of  the  Walachian  infur- 
gents.  In  the  next  year,  he  produced  Philojophical 
L.etters  on  the  Hijiory  of  England^  a  work  which^ 
though  fimilar  in  title,  was  diametrically  oppofite  ia 
principles  to  one  publiflied  in  England,  and  attributed 
to  lord  Lyttleton,  though,  in  fad,  written  by  doftor 
Goldfmith,  Briflbt's  book  was  not  fuccefs^l.  He 
alfo  publiflied  A  Critical  Examination  of  the  Travels 
of  the  Marquis  de  Chatelleux  in  North  America^  in 
which  he  defended  the  caufe  of  the  flaves,  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  Quakers,  againft  the  attacks  of  the 
marquis,  whom  he  calls  a  military  wit.  At  this 
period  Briffot  changed  his  fentiments  on  govern- 
ment; and  transferred  the  admiration  he  had  felt 
for  the  mixed  conftitution  of  England,  to  the  re- 
'  ^publican  form  adopted  in  America.  He  confidered 
an  alliance  and  Arid  commercial  connexion  with  the 
United  States  an  objed  of  the  firft  importance  to 
France ;  and,  aflTifted  by  Claviere,  wrote  a  volume 
on  the  fubjcdk,  intitled.  The  Commerce  of  America 
wth  Europe^  particularly  with  France  and  Great 
Britain^  fiated  and  explained-  A  translation  of  this 
work  was  publiflied  in  England  and  in  America. 
Appointed  An  advantageous  alteration  was  now  made  ia 
^^'^chm***  Briflbt^s  circumftances^  he  was  received  into  the 
ceiyof  houfehold  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  He  was  em- 
d'Oiican»i  ployed  by  Ducreft,  the  duke's  chancellor,  as  fecretary 
general  of  the  chancery,  with  a  falary  of  a  thoufand 
crowns  (250/.),  and  apartments  in  the  Palais  Royal. 
Briflbt  fays,  "  Ducreft  wiflied  eagerly  to  attach  me 
^<  to  his  admlniftration,  which  he  was  anxious  to 
**  fignalize  by  great  and  falutary  tneafures.     I  felt 

^^  a  dread 
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*^  a  dread  of  thi$  kind  of  engagements ;  but  he 
**  cleared  ^11  obftacles  away,  and  a  particular  cir- 
**  cumftance  determined  me  to  accept  the  poft^" 
Madame  de  Genlis,  however,  relates  the  faft  in  a 
manner  lefs  flattering  to  Briifot's  importance.  She 
fays,  that  flie  endeavoured  to  dilfuade  mademoifeile 
Dupont  from  marrying  a  man  without  fortune,  and, 
according  to  her  opinion,  without  abilities.  Finding 
the  young  lady  decided  in  her  choice,  (he  promifed 
to  folicit  a  fmall  appointment  for  Briifot,  and  ob- 
tained from  the  duke  of  Orleans,  when  he  fucceeded 
to  his  paternal  eftate,  the  place  which  BrifTot  occu- 
pied. He  waited  on  madame  de  Genlis,  together 
with  his  wife,  to  return  thanks  for  a  favor  furpafling 
his  moft  fanguine  hopes,  but  never  renewed  the 
vifit,  or  fhewed  the  leaft  gratitude  towards  his 
benefadrefs.  He  was  unwilling  that  bis  wife  fhould 
frequent  a  family  where  many  of  the  fervants  re- 
membered her  being  on  a  level  with  themfelves '. 

To  merit  the  favors  he  received,  Briifot  employed  '^"*^*  ** 
his  pen  in  forwarding  the  views  of  his  patron.      He  ^"'^    ** 
wrote  a  pamphlet  againft  the  adminiftratlon  of  the 
archbilhop  of    Sens,    intitled.    No  Bankruptcy,   or 
Letters  to  a  Creditor  of  the  State  concerning  the  Im-^ 
pqffibility  of  a  National  Bankruptcy,  and  the  Means  of 
reftorihg  Credit  and  Peace^ 

Though  this  pamphlet  was  publifhed  without  any  g^c*  ^ 

•    "  i_       •  1  Tk  'tr  IT  1         1^    Holland  1 

name  m  the  title-page,  Bnflot  was  difcovered  to  be  * 

the  author,  and  a  lettre  de  cachet  was  iiTued  againil 
|iim,  but  he  obtained  intelligence  of  his  danger,  and 
efcaped  into  Holland,  where  a  party  was  attempting 
to  effeft  a  change  of  government,  but  did  not  fuc- 
ceed.  He  then,  contrary  to  his  promife  when  he  to  Eng- 
was  difcharged  from  the  Baftille,  went  to  England.  **"*** 
From  England  he  proceeded  to  Mechlin,  and  be- 

*  Life,  p.  50, 

«  Precis  de  la  Conduite,  &c.  p.  39.    8ee  alfo  tbe  Hiftory  of  the 
BriflivtijM  hy  CimilJc  De^oulinii'p.  9. 
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editor  of  a  came  editor  of  a  news-paper,  called   Le  Courier 
ncwt-pa-     Belpque. 

^  '.  j^        While  Briflbt  remained  in  France,  a  fodety  harf 

^oirt.        been  eftabliflied  under  the  name  of  Amis  des  Noirsy 

the  pretended  objeft  of  which  was*  to  obtain  the  total 

abolition  of  negro  flavery*^,    Briflbt  was  one  of  the 

earlieft  members,  and  even  pretends  that  he  was  the 

^    founder  of  this  fociety.     To  forward  the  views  of 

June  1788.  the  Amis  de  Noirs,  he  refolved  to  make  a  voyage"  to 

America,  and  feems  to  have  entertained  thoughts  of 

fettling  there,  which  he  was  eafily  induced  to  refign. 

DiTmiOed        A  change  having  taken  place  in  the  houfehold  of 

bjiOricans,  |jjg  patron,  Briflbt  was  difcharged,  or  more  probably 

the  nature  of  his  employment  was  altered. 
His  opi-         In  the  fervice  of  Orleans  he  had  many  opportu- 
pablfc  dia-  ^^^^  ^^  becoming  acquainted  with  men  who  confi- 
waeis.       dered  themfelves  deftined  to  efFeft  a  revolution,  but 
he  was  difgufted  with  their  immorality,  and  they  en- 
June  1788,  tertained  no  efteem  for  him.     He  quitted  France 
Goei  to      ^j^}j  2,  perfuafion  that  the  period  of  revolution  was 
'    diftant;  but  he   had  not  pafled   many  months  ia 
America  before  he  was  informed  that  a  convocation 
of  the  ftates  general  was  refolved  on,  and  he  probably 
received  a  fummons  to  return.     He  committed  to 
writing  the  obfervations  made  during  his  refidence 
in  the  United  States,  and  afterwards  publiihed  them 
under  the  title  of  New  Travels  in  America. 
,^89.         At  his  return,  Briflbt  found  the  public  engaged  in 
Write*  a    all  the  violeuce  of  political  difcuflion,  which  preceded 
l>afflpbiet.  ^j^^  affembly  of  the  ftates  general.     He  wrote  a  plan 
of  conduB  for  the  deputies  of  the  people^  which  fhared 
the  fate  of  the  numerous  pamphlets  of  the  day. 
i4tb  July,       There  is  no  room  to  doubt  that  Briflbt  co-operated 
\lVt\     ^*^^  ^^  Orleans  faftion  in  thofe  meafurcs  which 
«f  the       produced  the  revolution,  but  his  precife  efforts  are 
Baitiiie*     not  afcertained.     At  the  period  of  the  capture  of 
the  Baftille,  he  was  prefident  of  the  feftion  Des  Fillet 
St*  Thomasy  and  by  fome  nccount^ble  accident^  as  he 

fays. 
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iays  %  the  keys  of  that  fortrefs,  and  the  fword  'of 
de  Lofme,  the  major-general,  were  brought  to  him  *. 
There  is  no  reafon  to  call  this  an  unaccountable 
accident ;  Briflbt  was  known  to  be  a  friend  of 
Orleans,  and  thofe  who  had  inftigated  the  riots 
which  produced  the  taking  of  the  Baftille  were 
determined  that  the  keys  fhould  be  intrufted  only 
to  a  friend  of  that  prince. 

At  the  revolution  the  reign  of  the  journalifts  PuWiAeta 
began,  and  Briffot  immediately  eftabliflied  a  daily  ''~"*^* 
paper,  under  the  title  of  Le  Patriote  Francois.  This 
journal  was  devoted  to  revolutionary  principles, 
highly  approving  every  breach  of  law  and  focial 
order,  till  his  party  had  attained  power^  and  was 
afterwards  diftinguifhed  for  a  feries  of  violent  ftric- 
tures  on  the  oppofite  faction,  which  they  never 
forgave. 

During  the  early  periods  of  the  revolution,  the  Attach- 
name  of  BriiTot  was  little  known.     He  feems  to  have  2^'  *® 
adhered  to  the  Orleans  faction,  though  he  was  not 
fo  adive  as  other  partifans  of  that  prince.     He  was 
one   of  the  committee  eflablifhed  at   the  ^Hotel  de 
Ville^  to  inquire  into  the  conduft  of  Orleans  in  the 
confpiracy  of  the  fifth  and  fixth  of  Oftober.     They 
ihewed  the  moft  decided  partiality  in  their  proceed- 
mgs,  and  contrived  to  ihape  the  inquiry  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  it  was  almoft  impoilible  to  convid  the 
offenders  ^.     When  the  national  aflembly  changed 
the  place  of  its  fitting  from  Verfailles  to  Paris,  he 
attended  with  a  deputation    of  citizens,   and,  as 
fpeaker,  congratulated  them  on  the  event.      This 
repioval  was  effed:ed  by  the  intrigues  and  criminal 
exertions  ot  Orleans,  and  the  congratulation,  which 
had  been  previouily  concerted  with  Mirabeau,  was 
highly  acceptable  to  the  duke  '\ 

^  Baftille  devoil^e^  troifiime  Livraifon,  p.  75. 

t  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  129. 

^  Conjuration  He  d^Orieans,  vol.  ii.  p.  391. 

1  Hiftorics.    Dcbatci.    MiK>re^s  Vicw^  vol.  ii.  p.  59. 
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Exeriioni  firifiot  did  not  often  appear  at  the  Jacobin  club, 
irJi  If  l>^^  ^  ^  fociety  of  Anus  des  Noirs  he  was  adive 
Mru  and  indefatigable.  He  promoted  every  meafure 
which  tended  to  procure  the  unconditional  emanci- 
pafion  of  the  people  of  colour,  to  place  them  on  a 
level  with  the  white  planters,  and  procure  to  the 
colonifts  the  barren  honor  of  fending  reprefentatives 
to  the  French  legiflature.  This  fociety  was  not  in- 
ftituted  merely  for  the  purpofes  exprefied  by  its 
name,  but  as  a  point  of  union  for  all  thofe  pre* 
tended  philofophers,  who  favoured  the  moft  extenfive 
plans  of  revolution  s^d  diforder  ^.  The  condaft  of 
the  members,  and  the  affedation  of  perfect  freedom 
and  equality  obferved  at  the  meetings,  tend  to  con^^ 
firm  this  fa£t.  Playfair  fays,  ''  This  aifembly,  called 
**  Friends  of  the  blacks^  might  with  more  propriety 
•^  have  been  termed  Enemies  of  the  whites  ;  it  was  s 
**  fchool  for  equality  and  abfurdity.  There  people 
'^  of  different  fexes,  and  of  all  ranks,  might  be  ad- 
**  mitted  j  but  it  was  exprefsly  forbidden  to  take  oflF 
*^  the  hat  or  falute  the  company ;  fo  that  BriiTot 
•*  and  conforts,  fpeculating  on  the  revolutions  they 
'^  could  bring  on,  and  the  plunder  they  could  gain, 
«<  were  jumbled  into  one  affembly  with  the  virtuous 
^^  Madame  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  without  more 
••  ceremony  than  porters  in  the  tap-room  of  an 
•^  ale-houfe^  The  effects  of  this  affociation  were 
ftriclly  confonant  to  its  imputed  caufes.  Shortly 
after  the  revolution,  .the  trade  of  France  languifhed, 
and  the  only  branch  of  commerce  which  remained 
flourifhing  was  the  trade  to  the  fugar  colonies. 
The  efforts  of  the  Amis  des  Noirs  threw  the  merchants 
interefted  in  this  trade  into  the  utmoil  confternation, 
and  in  the  end  their  alarms  proved  but  too  well 
founded "".  A  mulatto  from  St.  Domingo,  named 
Oge,  was  admitted  to  this  fociety,  and  became  fo 

^  Meraoires  dn  Jacobinirmc^  par  BarrucI,  toI.  li.  p.  446, 

1  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  94, 

"»  Arthur  Voung's  Travels,  p.  175.' 
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inflamed  with  the  declamations  in  favor  of  liberty 
and  equality  of  rights,  that  at  his  return  to  the 
colony  he  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  troop  of 
rebellious  mulattoes  and  negroes,  who,  though  their 
number  was  fmall>  carried  devaftation  and  terror 
into  the  poflfeilions  and  habitations  of  the  colonifls. 
Ogc,  after  a  feries  of  inhuman  ads,  was  taken,  and 
expiated  his  crimes  by  a  death  equally  barbarous ; 
he  was  broken  on  the  wheel,  and  left  to  expire  in 
tortures  ^.  Tbefe  events  alarmed  many  perfons  in 
France,  who,  though  well  difpofed  to  favor  every 
revolutionary  impulfe,  were  terrified  at  the  difafters 
and  the  cruel  exterminating  war  with  which  the 
colonies  were  threatened.  Bamave  was  at  the  head 
of  the  remonflrating  party ;  Mirabeau  and  Robe« 
fpierre  were  confpicuous  adherents  of  the  jfmis  det 
IftHrs.  Several  decrees  were  obtained  fo  prejudicial 
to  the  interefts  of  the  colony,  that  the  reprefentatives 
retired  in  difguft  from  the  aflembly  ''•  BriiTot  was 
invariably  adive  in  promoting  the  caufe ;  his  paper 
vas  devoted  to  it,  and  confidered  fo  likely  to  produce 
the  defired  eflPefls,  that  feveral  numbers  were  carried 
out  to  the  Weft  Indies,  in  which  the  foldiers  and 
iailors  were  taught  to  fpread  the  doftrme  of  equality. 
His  Travels  in  America  Were  principally  written  to 
lavor  the  fame  caufe ;  and  he  made  a  fpeech  in  the 
Jacobin  club,  exihorting  all  France  to  perfevere  in 
demanding  that  people  of  colour  fhould  be  admitted 
to  the  rights  of  man.  Thefe  baleful  exertions  pro- 
duced infurrefiions,  maiTacres,  and  devaftations 
ixrhich  defolated  the  whole  colony,  and  threatened 
to  feparate  it  for  ever  from  the  dominion  of  France. 
Petitions,  were  frequently  prefented  by  the  injured 
proprietors,  but  were  always  combated  by  the  Amis 
des  Noirs^  and  particularly  by  Briflbt,  as  well  after  he 
became  a  legiilator  as  before.    The  planters  were  at 

*  See  Bryan  Edwi||'ds*t  Hiftory  of  St,  Domingo,  c.  W, 

*  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p-  a'S-  4ts< 
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length  obliged  to  refign  their  caufe  to  tiftie  aftd 
chance ^ 
t^nHn'  It  is  not  my  intention  to  difcufs  the  abftraft 
th<oi.  queftion  of  negro  flavery,  or  even  to  coniider  how 
far  propriety  required  that  in  times  fo  turbulent,  a 
good  patriot  fhould  have  facrificed  fome  portion  of 
his  feelings,  and  even  of  his  judgment,  to  the  tran- 
quillity of  his  country  and  to  the  fecurity  of  its 
colonies."  Reditude  of  intention  affords  little  excufe 
for  political  delinquency  of  confiderable  magnitude, 
efpecially  for  thofe  politicians  who  have  the  advan- 
tage of  hearing  their  fentiments  ably  combated ;  but 
if  a  mode  of  conduct  in  itfelf  problematical  or 
hazardous  can  be  afcribed  to  felfifh  or  diflioneft 
motives,  no  terms  of  execration  are  fufficiently  ero- 
phatical  to  fligmatize  the  man  who  thus  wantonly 
and  wickedly  excites  the  florm  of  popular  commo- 
tion, to  anfwer  fome  bafe  purpofe  of  his  own.  The 
following  narrative,  explaining  the  views  of  the 
fociety  of  Amis  des  Noirsj  is  taken  from  Bertrand  ''• 
A  chevalier  de  St.  Louisj  named  de  Langle,  had 
rendered  fervices  to  Bertrand,  and  was  in  the  habit 
of  communicating  fuch  fads  as  he  was  enabled  to 
learn  by  mixing  in  focieties  of  every  defcription. 
Converfing  on  the  troubles  of  St.  Domingo,  he  en- 
tered into  fome  details  which  furprifed  the  minifter. 
To  explain  the  manner  in  which  he  had  acquired 
*  his  information,  de  Langle  ftated,  that  he  was  in- 
timately acquainted  with  the  miilrefs  of  Raimond, 
the  mulatto,  who  was  agent  for  the  colony  ;  that 
this  man  had  the  greateft  confidence  in  her,  and 
allowed  her  to  read  all  his  papers ;  that,  of  courfe, 
Ihe  knew  every  particular  of  his  correfpondence 
refpefting  St.  Domingo,  all  which  fhe  divulged  to 

P  See  Hiftories,  Debates,  and  Journals,  particularly  Le  Mercure 
Francois,  vols,  cic  Mai,  d'Oftobrc,  Novembre,  et  Decembre,  1791  ; 
et  de  Janvier,  Fevrier,  and  Mars,  179a.  Bryan  Edwards^s  Hiltory  of 
St.  Domingo.     Life  of  Dumour-icz,  vol.  ii.  p.  88. 

4  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  277. 
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the  chenjaKer,  being  diflatisfied  with  Raimond  for 
not  paying  her  fo  liberally  as  Ihe  expefted.  From 
her  intelligence  it  appeared,  that  all  the  troubles  of 
the  colonies  had  been  excited,  and  were  kept  up  by 
the  manoeuvres  of  the  Amis  des  Noirs.  It  alfo  ap- 
peared, that  a  confiderable  contribution  had  been 
raifed  from  the  richeft  mulaitoes  of  St.  Domingo, 
and  fent  to  Paris.  The  correfpondence  in  Raimond's 
pofleiGon  related  to  all  thefe  fa6ts,  and  Bertrand 
commiflioned  the  chevalier  to  perfuade  the  lady 
again  to  examine  the  papers,  and  read  thofe  of  the 
cTdeft  date  with  fuch  attention  as  would  enable  her 
to  repeat  the  heads  of  what  they  contained,  This 
commif&on  was  faithfully  executed.  In  a  few  days 
de  Langle  read  to  his  employer  a  note  diftated  by 
the  woman,  containing  defcriptions  of  the  contents 
of  feyeral  parcels  of  papers.  The  firft  parcel  con- 
tained minutes  of  plans  and  inftruftions  fent  to  St. 
Pomingo  in  1790  and  1791,  for  the  purpofe  of 
exciting,  conducing,  and  fupporting  the  infurrec^ 
tion ;  and  alfo  copies  of  printed  pamphlets  and 
hand-bills,  which  were  to  be  didributed  in  the 
colony.  The  fecond  parcel  contained  a  draft  of  a 
plan,  and  the  regifter  of  a  contribution  to  be  raifed 
in  St.  Domingo,  amounting  to  upwards  of  feven 
millions  (306,250/.)  ;  great  part  of  this  money  was 
to  be  fent  to  Paris,  to  reward  the  paft,  and  purchafe 
the  new  fervices  of  feveral  members  of  the  affembly 
and  of  the  Jacobin  clubs,  to  pay  lawyers,  writers  of 
pamphlets,  and  journalifts,  to  defray  the  expence  of 
printing,  placards,  &c.  The  third  parcel  confided 
of  original  letters,  addreifed  to  Raimond  by  his 
correfpondents  in  St.  Domingo,  with  notes  of  his 
anfwers.  One  of  thefe  letters  announced,  that 
nearly  a  million  (43,750/.)  had  been  fent  to  Paris, 
en  attendant  mieux.  And  it  appeared  by  one  of 
Raimond's  anfwers,  that  Briifot  had  been  intruded 
with  three  hundred  thoufand  livres  (13,125/.); 
(^ondorcet  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
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(65^6/.);    the    abbe    Gregoire   eighty    thoufand 
(3500/.);    and  Petion  fixtj^   thoufand  (1615 /.)r 
Robcfpicrre  would  accept  ot  no  mcmey,  either  for 
the  purpofe  of  diftribution  or  as  a  gratification,  but 
ferved  the  caufe  with  unabated  zeal.     M.  Bertrand 
was  defirous  to  obtain  poffeflion  of  thefe  important 
papers,  and  had  entered  into  a  negociation  for  that 
urpofe,  which  promifed  the  completeft  fuccefs,  but 
e  was  difappointed,  firft  by  the  abfence  of  Raimond, 
who   went   to  pafs   the  luriimer  at  Auteuii,  and 
finally,  by  the  cataftrophe  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft. 
If  this  ftatement  is  true,  the  views  of  the  Amis  des 
Noirs  are  completely  afcertained,  and  their  conduft 
is  fufEciently  ^flagitious  to  devote  thenv  to  abhor* 
rence.  ^  The  evidence  is  not  by  any  means  pcrfeft, 
but  confidering  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  it  warrants 
belief.     Bertrand  had  too  much  fagacity  to  be  im- 
pofed  upon  by  an  unfounded  ftory ;  the  details  are 
circumftantial,  and  have  every  appearance  of  cor- 
redtnefs ;  de  Langle  had  received  &vors  and  ex- 
peded  more,   and  M.  Bertrand    corroborates  his 
aflertions  by  ftating,  that   he  had  often  received 
private  and  early  intelligence  from  him,  which  he 
ufually  found  exad  '•     BriiTot  himfelf  acknowledges 
that  a  report  of  his  having  enriched  himfelf  by  his 
exertions  in  this  caufe  had  been  circulated.    He  pofi* 
lively  denies  the  faQ:,  and  avers,  that  the  part  he  took 
in  behalf  of  the  people  of  colour  had  been  extremely 
detrimental  to  his  interefts  ;    and  that  he  was  never 
reimburfed  what  he  had  advanced '.     This  ^fiertion 
is  nbt  iatisfaftory,  and  Briflbt  might  have  convinced 
more  of  his  readers  of  his  difintereftednefs,  if,  in* 
ftead  of  defcanting  on  his  moderation  and  the  plain- 
nefs  of  his  dwelling,  he  had  informed  them  by  what 
means  he  was  enabled  to  advance  money,  to  main- 
tain a  houfe,  and  to  fupport  an  unfuccefsful  news-* 
paper. 

'  Mtmoin,  toI.  ii.  p.  %jf,  «  I^,  p.  tt. 
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There  is  reaibn  to  believe  that  BriCot's  news-jpaper,  cbanaer 
Le  Patriote  Franfois^^  was  not  fucceftful,  at  leaft,  till  •^^^riflbi'* 
tbe  mimftry  created  by  his  influence,  and  devo^  to  paper* 
his  views,  expended  the  public  money  in  circulating 
it«  Chriftie,  in  enumerating  the  di^erent  journals 
pubU&ed  in  France,  from  which  refpeftable  iuforma- 
don  may  be  derived*  does  not  mention  Ls  Patriote 
Franfois  \  It  poflfeffed  one  title  to  celebrity  ;  that 
of  fupporting  the  cauie  of  infubordination,  recom* 
mending  revolt,  and  apologizing  for  maflacre  and 
piHa^.  When  the  banditti  of  Avignon  fpread 
terror  around,  and  the  horror  excited  by  their  bar* 
barities  appeared  to  animate  the  whole  legiflature 
and  people  with  fimpltaneous  indignation,  BrifTot 
ftood  forward  their  advocate  and  apologift.  He 
confidered  this  petty  army  of  robbers  and  murderers 
as  including  the  majefty  of  the  people,  and  condemned 
refiftance  as  an  oppofition  of  the  few  to  the  will  of 
the  majoritv.  At  a  period  when  the  recital  of  their 
atrocious  deeds  made  the  heart  ihudder  and  the 
blood  recoil,  firiflbt  extolled  their  fanguinary  pro* 
ceedings,  and  diftinguiihed  them  by  the  title  of  the 
Providence  nfibe  Smth ". 

The  hypocrify  of  BrifTot,  the  ftoical  rigor  which  ^ncei*- 
be  always  affisfbed  ',  and  the  cau^ous  referve  which  his"  princir 
he  maintained  to  all  hut  a  few  intimates  ^,  render  pies. 
it  extremdy  difficult  to  trace  the  motives   of  his 
condud,  and  to  afi:ertain  whethar,  in  reality,  he 
was  an  Orleanift  or  a  republican.    It  is  certain,  that, 
independent  of  his  place  in  the  duke's  houfehold^ 
and  his  intimate  connesdon  with  Petion,  he  was 
intnifted  with  his  fecrets  ',  and  co-operated  in  all 

t  See  Letters  on  the  Revolution,  Ptrt  I.  from  p.  145  to  148* 

«  Confidenitiont  on  the  Nature  of  the  French  Revolutiani  by  MallcC 

iu  Pan,  p.  45*  n.    Uittorical  Sketch,  p.  534.    Peltier**  late  Ftdare 

tot.  i.  p.  a4<  vol.  i].  p.  4S6.   ^^ 

*  Lite  of  Dumouriez,  vol.  iii.  p.  191. 
7  Hiftory  of  the  Briflbttnee,  p.  it. 

*  For  a  ftriking  inftancc,  ice  Meaioifet  dn  Jacobiniffot,  par  Banroef, 
ToL  ii«  p.  4^5* 
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his  views.  The  conduft  of  Orleans  himfelf  favoured 
the  duplicity  of  his  adherents,  for  he  himfelf  fwore 
a  hatred  to  kings  long  before  the  revolution ',  and 
afier  that  asra  afte£ted  to  be  a  zealous  republican. 

At  the  period  of  the  king's  flight  to  Varennes, 
the  mofl  fanguine  hopes  were  entertained  by  the 
party  to  whom  Briflfot  was  attached,  that  this  event 
would  ruin  the  royal  caufe,  and  they  determined  to 
prepare  the  public  mind  for  an  important  change  of 
government.  With  this  view  a  new  paper,  called 
Le  Republicain^  ou  le  Defenfeur  du  Gouvernement  Re^ 
pre/entatif^  was  eftablUhed  under  the  fuperintendance 
and  with  the  afliflance  of  Briflbt.  Only  two  num- 
bers were  publifhed^;  and  it  is  aiTerted  that  the 
paper  was  only  eftablifhed  to  delude  the  people,  and 
conceal  the  teal  views  of  the  confpirators.  It  is 
faid,  that  while  they  contended  that  the  king  had 
abdicated  the  throne,  they  were  anxious  to  avert  the 
fufpicion  that  Orleans  was  intended  for  his  fucceflbr. 
For  this  purpofe  they  diifeminated  notions  of  a 
republic,  and  of  an  agrarian  law,  taking  care  to 
prefent  thefe  innovations  in  terms  fo  vague,  that  they 
could  at  any  fubfequent  period  difavow  them  *. 

Though  Le  Republkain  was  unfuccefsful,  Briflbt 
did  not  defift  from  pleading  the  caufe  of  republi- 
canifm.  He  announced  his  opinions  on  this  fubje£fc, 
and  againft  the  king's  inviolability,  fo  vehemently 
and  pertinacioufly  in  the  Patriote  Frangoisy  that  the 
15th  July  paper  was  denounced  in  the  aflembly  by  M.  Goupil', 
but  without  efFeft*.  Percieving  that  arguments  in 
favour  of  a  republican  form  of  government  were 

*  Memoirrs  du  Jacobintfme,  par  Barrue?,  vol.  ii,  p.  464.  Con-* 
juration  dc  d'Orleans,  vol.  i.  p.  53. 

^  Roiand*s  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  58. 

^  Conjuration  de  d^Orlcans,  vol.  iii.  p.  130* 

'  Debates.  The  expreflion  cited  by  M.  Goupil  was,  <*  I  move  that 
*'  abi'olute  inviolability  be  confidtred  aa  derogatory  to  the  fovereigpty 
''  of  the  nation,  and  fubveifive  of  thcr  conftitytion,  and  that  it  ipay 
'*  confequentiy  be  decrtcd^  that  the  l^ing  may  and  ought  (q  l^  bfought 
f*  to  trial." 
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difregarded,  Briflbt  advanced  a  new  propofitioii, 
that  if  royahy  muil  be  re-eftabllfhed,  the  king  fhould 
have  a  council,  neither  ehofen  by  himfelf  or  ap- 
pointed by  the  national  aflembly,  but  eledied  by  the 
eledors  of  the  deputies,  and  renewed  annually. 
This  abfurd  plan  met  with  fome  approbation  among 
the  mod  violent  members  of  the  affembly  aiid  the 
Jacobins,  but  no  attempt  was  made  to  reduce  it  to 
praftice  *. 

Briifot  is  accufed,  notwithftanding  thefe  appear-  Suppofcd 
ances  of  republicanifm,  of  favouring  the  views  of  "^^Jj^Jj^^^^ 
Orleans,  in  preparing  the  petition  which  was  figned 
in  the  Champ  de  Mars.  It  was  aflerted,  that  he  had  Petition  of 
framed  the  petition  in  fuch  terms,  as  while  it  re*  jg^i^^^ 
quired  the  dethronement  of  Louis  XVI.  permitted 
Orleans  to  hope  for  the  diadem.  Confidering 
BriiTot's  attachment  ^o  Orleans,  to  Petion,  and  La 
Clos,  this  account  is  not  improbable.  The  petition, 
approved  by  the  Jacobin  club,  and  printed  by  their 
order,  contained  fuch  a  fentence,  and  madame 
Roland's  exculpation  of  SriiTot  is  fo  weak  and  fu- 
tile, that  it  ferves  rather  to  confirm  than  to  difprovc 
the  imputation.  She  fays,  "  The  Jacobins  propofed 
^^  a  petition  to  the  affembly,  to  demand  of  it  to  pafs 
**  judgment  on  the  traitor  who  had  fled:  or  to 
^*  requeft  it  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  people  on  the 
**  punifhment  he  might  deferve ;  and  in  the  mean 
**  time  to  declare  that  he  had  loft  the  confidence  of 
**  thofe  of  Paris.  La  Clos,  a  man  of  great  parts 
^  whom  nature  had  formed  for  comprehenfive 
^'  views,  and  whofe  vices  had  dedicated  all  his  fe. 
^*  culties  to  intrigue  ;  LaClos^  devoted  to  d' Orleans, 
^*  and  of  great  weight  in  his  council,  made  this  pro- 
**  pofal  to  the  Jacobins,  who  received  it,  and  with 
**  whom  it  was  abetted  by  fome  hundreds  of  tumul- 
**  tuaries  and  ftreet-walkers,  who  tumbled  from  the 
^*  Palais  Royal  into  the  place  of  their  meeting  at  tea 

•  Moore*8  View,  rol.  ii*  ]g.  y  j. 
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**  o'clock  at  night.  The  fociety  deliberated  with 
**  that  mob,  who  alfo  voted ;  it  decreed  the  fub- 
^^  ftance  of  the  petition ;  and  it  appointed  a  coin«- 
**  mittee  to  draw  it  up,  in  which  were  La  Clog  and 
«*  Briflbt.  TTiey  were  employed  on  it  that  very 
•^  night,  for  it  had  been  refolved  that  a  deputation 
**  of  the  fociety  ihould  carry  it  to  the.  Champ  de 
^  Mars  the  next  day,  there  to  be  ihewn  to  all  who 
«*  might  wilh  to  examine  and  fign  it.  La  Clos  pre- 
*^  tended  a  headach,  ariling  n-om  want  of  lleep, 
**  which  would  not  fufFer  him  to  hold  the  pen,  aod  x» 
**  quefted  Briflbt  to  take  it ;  and  converfmg  with  him 
•*  on  the  compofition,  he  propofed  for  the  laft  article,  I 
**  know  not  what  claufe,  which  revived  royalty,  and 
**  opened  a  door  for  d' Orleans.  Briffot  furpriliad,  re*- 
*'  jefted  it  with  eagernefs,  and  the  other,  an  able  poli- 
*'  tician,  gave  it  up,  with  the  pretence  of  not  having 
^  fufEciently  weighed  its  confequences,  well  know- 
*^  ing  that  he  could  flide  it  in ;  and  in  fad  it  did  api- 
^'  pear  in  the  printed  paper  difleminated  abroad  as  the 
^  refolution  of  the  Jacobins  ^'* 
Afraid  of  Briffot's  couduft  was  ftrongly  diiapproved  by  dbe 
*  Pf^f*-  friends  of  monarchy,  and  by  men  of  integrity.  It 
was  even  fuppofed  that  a  criminal  accuiation  would 
be  preferred  againft  him ;  his  perfeverancc  in  the 
caufe,  if  we  may  believe  bis  own  account,  occafioned 
the  defertion  of  his  acquaintance,  and  a  general 
alarm  among  his  friends.  He  impudently  afierts 
that  the  infurreftion  was  an  intrigue  invented  by  the 
court  to  obtain  a  pretence  for  the  mafiacre  of  the 
patriots  *  :  but  the  pretended  maffacre  was  confilied 
to  a  few  obfcure  individuals,  who  were  killed  at 
random  by  the  national  guards,  while  Briflbt  and 
the  principal  agents  in  framing  the  petition  were 
left  unmolefted. 

f  Appeal  to  Impaitial  Poflerity^  vol.  i.  p.  4(o.  See  alio  her  ^bferva* 
tiont  on  Aroar's  Aft  of  Accufation  in  vol.  ii.  and  Conjuration  dc 
d*Orleans,  ▼ol.  iii.  p.  143, 

t  Life,  p.  70  to  75. 
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The  forbearance  difplaycd    by   the  court,    en-  Mc«b«r 
couraged  Briffot  to  offer  himfelf  as  candidate  to  re-  "cgiotiffe 
prefent  the  city  of  Paris  in  the  legiflative  aflembly*  aflembiy* 
His  election  was  oppofed  by  the  whole  power  and 
influence  of  the  Feuillans,  and  at  firft  was  doubtful, 
but  finally,  aided  by  the  influence  of  Orleans,  and 
the  popularity  of  Petion,  he  triumphed  over  every 
obflacle,  and  was  returned  ^ 

At  an  early  fitting  of  the  affembly,  he  was  ap-  isth  oa, 
pointed  fecretary,  and  afterwards   member  of  the  '^*^r*Q7» 
committee  of  public  inftruftion.     The  legiflative  hYs  Ui- 
affembly  was  fo  differently  compofed  from  the  con-  flucoce. 
ftituent,  that  it  was  eafy  for  Briffot,  by  means  of  - 
activity   and   perfeverance,  to   make  himfelf  con- 
fpicuous,  and  appear  the  head  of  a  party.     In  this 
affembly,  neither  of  the  fuperior  orders  were  repre- 
fented  ;  many  of  the  deputies  were  felefted  from 
the  loweft  and  mofl  illiterate  claffes  of  fociety ;  and 
the  few  who  poffeffed  a  moderate  (hare  of  erudition, 
were  inexperienced  in  bufinefs,  ignorant  of  legiflative 
forms,  uninftruded  in  the  commercial  and  political 
relations  of  France,  and  addicted  to  abffraft  fpecula- 
tions,  and  to  fyftems  which   they  could  not  fully 
comprehend,  but  which  unfettled  their  minds,  and 
prevented  their  refifting  the  influence  of  a  few  defign^ 
ing  individuals.     Briflot,  though  he  had  never  be- 
fore aded  as  a  legiflator,  was  qualified  to  take  the 
lead  in  an   affembly  of  this  defcriptlon.     He  had 
travelled  and  confidered  the  conftitutions  and  forms 
of  legiflation  in  other  countries,   and  though  his 
judgment  was  neither  clear,  extenfive,  or  correft, 
yet  as  he  could  advance  fads  and  affume  principles 
with  little  danger  of  contradi£lion  or  expofure,  he 
appeared  fuperior  to  moft  of  his  colleagues.     His 
afiedation  of  aufterity  pleafed  the  vulgar,  and  dif- 

^  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  418.  See  alfo  Merc  tire  Francois,  Nos.  du 
10  ct  17,  ec  dti  «4  Septembre,  et  du  S  Oftobre  1791.  Life  prefixed  to 
hiiTravcUi  p*  13* 
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armed  furpiclon.  His  eloquence  and  ftyle  in  writing 
were  inferior  to  Condorcet,  but  his  fuperior  aftivity 
and  courage  gave  him  fo  many  advantages,  that  he 
was  foon  confidered  the  leader  of  a  party,  while  Con- 
dorcet was  ranked  in  the  fecond  clafs. 
Condua  I  (hall  not  again  advert  to  his  exertions  in  behalf 
afleinbly.  ^^  ^^^  negroes,  which  were  unintermitting,  and  fatal 
to  the  colonies,  or  in  favour  of  the  murderers  at 
Avignon,  by  whofe  means  that  territory  was  taken 
from  the  pope  and  annexed  to  France.  BriiTot  was 
no  lefs  flrenuous  againft  the  emigrants,  and  particu- 
larly the  king's  brothers,  to  whofe  prejudice  he  made 
various  motions  and  enforced  feveral  harih  decrees  *. 
Efforiito  .  The  principal  aim  of  Briffot's  politics,  was  to 
procure  a  procure  a  declaration  of  war,  which  he  could  not 
minittry,  effeft  without  expelling  the  minifters,  and  fubftituting 
others  entirely  devoted  to  his  views.  To  attain  this 
point,  he.exerted  all  his  rancour  and  all  his  induflry. 
The  Patrioie  Franfois  teemed  with  abufe  againljt 
every  minifter  whom  he  could  not  govern,  and  he 
availed  himfelf  of  the  information  which  be  gained 
as  member  of  the  diplomatic  committee,  to  inflame 
the  public  mind.  When  Bertrand  firft  came  into 
adminiftration,  he  was  by  fome  fuppofed  to  be  a 
Jacobin,  and  Briffot  believing  the  faft,  or  hoping  to 
lure  him  to  that  party^  publifhed  his  eulogium,  but 
he  afterwards  attacked  him  with  his  ufual  acrimony, 
and  was  one  of  his  moft  inveterate  perfecutors  *". 
M.  de  Narbonne  entered  into  a  negociation  to  filence^ 
or  bring  him  to  efpoufe  the  court  party,  but  this  only 
induced  him  to  praife  Narbonne,  while  he  continued 
his  attacks  on  the  other  minifters  with  unabated 
malace  *.  His  exertions  againft  de  Leflfart  were  un. 
ceaiing,  and  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confe- 
quences.     He  affailed  him  with  daily  abufe  and 

R  See  Debates,  «id,  sftli,  and  28th  O^,,  and  9th  Not.  T7919  &c* 
^  Bertrand*s  Memoiis,  ,vol.  i.  p.  ai4.      Moore's  Vicwj  yo).  u» 
p.  454. 

'  iiertrand*s  MemoirSi  vol.  ii.  p.  14. 
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cSLlutnny  in   the  Patriofe  Franfoisy   and  at  length  lothMar, 
formally  denounced  him  in  the  affembly.     Though  J^'^  . 
this  fpeech  was  a  mere  feries  of  inveftives,  unfup-  mcnt  of  de 
ported  by  the  flighteft  proof,  the  affembly  paffed  a  LcOkrt. 
decree  againft  the  minifter,  and  he  was  committed 
to  the  prifon  at  Orleans  ^.     It  is  faid  that  avarice  as 
well  as  ambition  occafioned  this  unrelenting  profecu- 
tion.     Towards^  the  end  of  the  preceding  year,  de 
Leffart  had  commiffioned  a  friend  to  open  a  nego* 
ciation  with  Briffot  and  four  other  deputies,  who  had 
agreed  to  give  their  voices  and  influence   to  the 
minifter,  on  condition  that  each  of  them  fhould  re- 
ceive fix  thoufand  livres  (262/.  loj.)  a-month.  ^  De 
Leffart    confidering  the   fum   too    exorbitant,   the 
negociation  ended,  and  they  purfued  the  minifter 
with  unabated  rancour  till  they  effected  his  ruin  '• 

The  views  of  Briffot  uniformly  tended  to  excite  a  HU  eager* 
war.  His  motives  are  varioufly  ftated  by  himfelf  "*^*  ^^ 
and  others.  Thofe  who  confider  him  as  having 
been  always  a  republican,  affert  that  he  was  infli- 
gated  by  a  defire  to  ruin  the  king,  and  to  introduce 
that  form  of  government  "*.  Briffot  himfelf  affefted 
afterwards,  when  the  doftrine  of  republicanifm  was 
more  popular,  to  prove  that  he  was  influenced  by 
that  motive  alone.     He    thus    expreffes    himfelf: 

*  I  am  accufed  of  having  provoked  a  war.     And 

*  yet  without  the  war  royalty  would  (till  fubfift  ^  - 

*  Without  the  war  we  fhould  be  covered  with  igno«- 

*  miny !    Without  the  war,  a  thoufand  talents,  a 

*  thoufand  virtues,  would  not  have  been  developed ! 

*  Without   this^  war.   Savoy,   and  fo  many  other 

*  countries  whofe  chains  are  going  to  fall,  would 

*  not  have  had  their  liberty. — They  feared  a  war 
made  by  a  king  ;  fhort-fighted  politicians  !  it  was 
precifely  becaufe  this  perjured  king  was  to  direft 


fc  Debate*.     Hiflories.     See  DuMOURiSZ. 

I  Bcrtrand^s  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  164.     Hertrand   relates  the  faft 
from  The  report  of-  the  perlbn  who  n^an^ged  the  treaty, 
■>  Moore's  View^  vol.  ii*  p.  439* 

"  the 
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^  the  waf)  becaufe  he  could  not  direft  it  othenrife 
^*  than  as  a  traitor,  becaufe  this  treachery  alono 
<^  would  lead  him  to  his  ruin  ;  it  was,  for  this  very 
**  reafon,  neceffary  to  choofe  a  war  carried  on  by  a 
**  king.*'  And  in  a  note  on  the  fame  paffage,  he 
lays,  "  It  was  the  abolition  of  royalty  I  had  in  view 
^  in  caufmg  war  to  be  declared.  Enlightened  men 
"  underilood  me  on  the  30th  of  December  i/pif 
when  anfwering  Robefpierre,  who  was  always 
talking  of  treachery  to  be  feared,  I  faid  to  him, 
I  have  but  one  fear y — *tis  that  wejhall  not  be  be^ 
trajed*  We  Hand  in  need  of  treachery,  our  fal- 
vation  is  there ;  for  there  yet  exift  ftrong  dofes 
of  poifon  in  the  bofom  of  France,  and  there  muft 
be  ftrong  explofions  to  expel  it.  Great  treacheries 
will  only  be  fatal  to  the  traitors  ;  they  will  be  ufe* 
'^  ful  to  the  people ;  they  will  caufe  to  difappear  all 
**  that  yet  oppofes  itfelf  to  the  grandeur  of  the 
«  French  nation  "/* 

There  is,  however,  reafon  to  doubt  whether,,  before 
the  declaration  of  war,  Briflfot  was  fo  iincere  a  repub- 
lican as  to  have  really  defired  that  the  war  ihould  be 
attended  with  fuch  confequences.  It  is  aflerted  by 
other  authors,  that  his  reafons  for  urging  his  country 
to  commence  foreign  hoftilities  were  the  fear  of  a  dvil 
war  °,  and  the  hope  that  by  deftroying  the  power  of 
the  crown,  ruining  the  conilitutional  party,  and 
taking  advantage  of  the  general  combuftion  of  Eu- 
rope, his  own  faftjon  would  acquire  extenfive  and 
permanent  power,  and  be  able  to  didate  a  go- 
vernment to  the  people,  and  a  mode  of  adniiniftra-* 
tion  to  their  governors  ''• 

^  BriiTot  a  tous  Ie%  Repiihlicains,  p.  171.  London  edition.  Thefe 
^m»rkable  paiTagei  are  alfo  quoted  by  Nccker.  See  On  ihe  Revolu- 
tion, vol.  i.  p.  390,  and  ra  the  Hidorical  EfTay  on  the  Conquefts  and 
iimbirion  of  France,  p.  204. 

*•  Nectflfir^de  la  Gu*rre,  par  M.  de  Monteaillardy  p.  89. 

F  CoiAfider»ttons  on  ibe  Nature  of  the  French  Revolution,  by  Mallet 
4a  Pan,  p.  26,  53. 
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Whatever  might  be  his  ukerior  views,  his  exer« 
tions  in  the  aflembly^  and  as  a  journalift,  uniformly 
tended  to  the  fame  point.  In  his  fpeeches,  he  ufea 
every  artifice  to  inflame  his  hearers,  and  treated 
every  government  in  Europe,  not  only  monarchical 
but  republican,  with  the  mod  infulting  contempt* 
Taking  a  fummary  view  of  the  various  nations,  he 
reprefented  them  as  utterly  incapable  of  making  the 
leaft  refiftance  to  the  arms  of  France,  and  recom- 
mended the  mod  arrogant  ftipulations,  in  the  moft 
haughty  language.  He  alTerted  that  the  fovereignty 
of  the  people  could  not  be  bound  by  the  treaties 
which  had  been  entered  into  by  their  tyrants  *'.  The 
circle  in  which  Popilius  inclofed  the  king  of  Egypt> 
till  he  had  anfwered  the  Roman  demands,  was  a  fa- 
V  vourite  metaphor,  to  reprefent  the  peremptory  fum- 
mons  that  France  fhould  fend  to  all  the  German 
princes  who  difpleafed  them '.  In  feveral  of  thefe 
fpeeches,  and  in  his  journal,  he  afTerted  that  a  treaty 
bad  been  made  at  Pilnitz  for  difmembering  France,  . 
and  detailed  the  particulars  with  the  pertinacity  of 
confident  ignorance  *• 

The  miniftry  which  aflumed  the  helm  after  the  influence 
imprifonment  of  de  Leffart,  and  the  refignation  of  a^^^nXy! 
bis  colleagues,  was  principally  formed  by  Briflbt. 
Dumouriez  confulted  him  refpefting  the  eleftion  of 
coadjutors,  and  his  choice  fell  on  Claviere  and  Ro- 
land'. Claviere  had  been  long  acquainted  with 
Briflbt,  and  had  aiElled  him  in  his  treatife  on  the 
commerce  of  America  with  Europe.  He  was  now 
appointed  minifter  of  contributions.  Briflbt  had 
known  Roland  by  charafler  fome  years  before  the 
revolution,  when  he  was  infpeftor  of  commerce 
and  manuiadures  at  Lyons,  and  when  Roland  came 


m 

4  Debates,  S9tb  Dec.  1791. 

'  See  Debates,  20th  0&,  and   a9th  Dec.  1791;   17th  Jan*  I7ft« 
Alfo  Hiftoncal  Eflay  on  the  Cunquefts,  S:c.  p.  107. 
■  See  Mercure  Frnn^^is,  N®  dii  »i  Avril  1791. 
*  Life  of  DunagurkZy  vol^ii.  p.  X77, 

to 


240  BRISSOT. 

to  Paris  in  1 79 1 ,  on  a  miflion  from  that  city,  im- 
proved the  acquaintance.     Confidering  Roland  as  a 
convenient  tool  to  forward  his  enterprues,  he  recom- 
mended him  to  Dumouriez,  as  minifter  for  the  home 
War  de-     department ".     The  appointment  of  this  Jacobin  ad- 
clwea.       miniftration  fpeedily  gratified  the  hopes  of  Briflbt,  as 
Dumouriez  precipitated  a  declaration  of  war  againft 
the  emperor. 
Hit  influ.       Briflbt's  influence  with  the  new  miniftry  was  as 
encc  with   cxteufive  as  he  had  a  right  to  expeft.     He  was  a 
'^'    conftant  vifitor  at  Roland's,  and,  together  with  hb 
friends,   invited  to  madame  Roland's  cabinet  din- 
ners, where  he  learned  the  proceedings  of  the  coun- 
cil, and  was  enabled  to  publifli  them  in  his  journal 
with  fuch  comments  as  beft  fuited  the  views  of  his 
faftion*.     He   direfted  the  afts  of  adminiftration, 
the  diftribution  of  fecret  fervice  money,  and  the 
grant  of  contrails,  and,  by  his  increafing  authority 
in  the  aflembly  and  in  the  cabinet,  was  principal 
ruler  in  France  ^.     The  tyrannical  and  violent  pro- 
ceedings of  BriiTot  and  his  afTociates  at  length  ex- 
cited the  indignation  of  Dumouriez,  and  produced 
a  fchifm,  which  terminated  in  the  difmilfion  of  the 
Jacobin  adminiftration  *• 
Bmnttyto       In  addition  to  his  efforts  above-mentioned,  and  to 
*y«^i*»  ^ijg  i^{^  ij^  which  he  was  continually  engaged  of  de- 
grading  the  king,  Briflbt  was  adively  employed  in 
the  deftruftion  of  la  Fayette.     At  the  beginning  of 
the  revolution,  he  was  a  principal  partifan  of  that 
general;  it  was  even  faid,  that  BrilTot  was  made 
prefident  of  the  feftion  des  files  St.  Thomas  by  his 
influence,  and   he  conflantly  defended  him  in  his 
journal  *.     They  continued  friends,  as  madame  Ro- 

*  RoI»nd*s  Appeal,  vol.  >.  p.  50.  vol.  ii.  p.  4.*     See  alfo  Mercurt 
Fr2ir^oi5,  N^du  31  Mars  1791,  p.  367. 

'  Sre  Dumouriez.     Koland*8  Appea),  vol.  i.  p.  71. 
y  Peltier's  late  Pifture,  vol.  i.  p.  111. 
»  See  Dumouriez. 

•  Sketch  of  the  Lite  of  IJriflot,  prefixed  to  •*  The  Commerce  of  AoK- 
^  ma,**  p.  30.    Dvfenfeur  de  la  Coniiitucioiii  par  Robcfpieire,  p.  10. 
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land  avers,  till  the  execution  of  mirtiai  law  in  the 
Champ  de  Mars^;  but  it  is  more  probable  that 
Briflbty  though  perhaps  not  avowedly,  became  the 
fecret  enemy  of  la  Fayette  from  the  time  that  Or\ 
leans  began  to  fliew  his  deteftaticHU  Briflbt  himfelf 
does  not  afcertaih  the  time  when  his  averfioa  to  la 
Fayette  commenced,  but  fays,  he  never  law  the  ge« 
neral  from  the  day  when  the  king  returned  from 
Varennes :  that  he  had  been  duped  by  la  Fayette't 
pretended  republicanifm,  but  had  publicly  broke 
with  him  on  difcovering  his  in^ncerity^  What« 
ever  might  be  the  motives  of  their  difagreement,  or 
at  whatever  period  it  might  originate,  Briflbt  had  no 
fboner  become  member  of  the  afiembly  than  he  dif* 
played  the  moft  rancorous  antipathy  againft  la  Fay- 
ette, and,  in  purfuing  him,  (hewed  a  total  difregard 
of  mercy,  juftice,  and  truth.  After  the  general's 
ridiculous  and  unprofitable  j<^umey  to  Pkris,  the  Ja« 
cobins  were  refolved  to  bring  forward  in  the  aflem^ 
biy  an  accufation  which  might  affeft  his  life,  or  at 
lead  deprive  him  of  his  command.  For  this  pur-  >ift  J^^r* 
pofe  they  had  recourfe  to  a  moft  contemptible  de* 
vice.  La  Source  made  a  violent  fpeech  againft  la 
Fayette,  in  which  he  pledged  himfelf  to  prove,  that 
^  the  general  had  propofed  leading  his  troops  to  the 
<^  capital,  and  that  Bureaux  de  Pufy  had  made  the 
^<  propofition  to  marihal  Luckner.''  In  fupport  of 
this  allegation,  Briflbt,  and  five  more  of  his  faction, 
figned,  and  depofited  on  the  table,  a  certificate  of  a 
c^Averiation  with  marflial  Luckner,  in  which  he  in- 
formed them  of  thefe  fads.  The  tranfadion  was 
arranged  with  great  art.  Luckner  was  abfent  from 
P&ris,  and  could  not  be  immediately  confronted  with 
la  Fayette^s  accufers,  and  the  pretended  converfationt 
iK^as  calculated  to  give  a  favorable  fpecimen  of  the 
old  man'«  integrity  and  valor.    It  was  ibted  that 

^  ApMl  I  rhnptftkile  Poll6it^»  rcA.  ii.  p,  59, 

<  Briflbt  a  toas  lei  Rcpublicainf,  p.  173.  < 
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when  dc  Puly  made  the  propofal  on  the  part  of  h 
Fayette,  Luckner  had  replied,  '*  I  will  never  lead 
**  the  army  I  command  but  againft  our  external 
**  enemies.  La  Fayette  is  at  liberty  to  do  what  he 
**  pleafes,  but  if  he  marches  to  Paris,  I  will  march 
♦^  after  him,  and  I  will  drub  him/'  It  was  decreed 
that  Bureaux  de  Pufy  ihould  attend  at  the  bar, 
and  that  the  difcuffion  ihould  be  adjourned  till  Luck- 

t6th  j«ly.  ncr  explained  himfelf  on  the  fubjeft.  La  Fayette 
wrote  a  letter  from  Longwi,  in  which,  after  explain- 
ing his  principles,  he  proceeded  to  the  charge,  and 
contemptuoufly  denied  the  accufation.  *'!  am 
"  queftioned,  he  faid,  refpefting  a  faft. — Did  I 
^^  propofe  to  marfhal  Luckner  to  march  with  our 
**  armies  to  Paris  ? — ^To  which  I  anfwer  in  four 
*'  words — //  is  not  ttue*^  This  pofitive  denial  would 
not  have  availed,  had  the  teitimony  of  Bureaux  de 
Pufy  been  lefs  dediive,  or  had  Luckner  been  in- 
veigled by  the  hope  of  popularity  to  fupport  the  ac-. 

99th  Jaiy.  cufation.  De  Pufy  attended  at  the  bar  of  the  af- 
fembly,  and  not  only  by  his  verbal  teftimony,  but 
by  the  produftion  of  the  correfpondence  between 
la  Fayette  and  Luckner,  repelled  the  accufation. 
Guadet,  one  of  the  fix  who  had  figned  the  certifi- 
cate, anticipating  the  difgrace  of  the  faiftion  from 
the  dete&ion  of  their  falfehood,  attempted  to  evade 
it  by  a  fineffe  worthy  of  a  pettifogger.  "  I  Ihould 
*'  not  be  furprifed,*'   he  faid,  "  if  certain  perfons 

4th  Aug.  <*  were  to  prevail  on  Luckner  to  recant."  A  letter 
from  Luckner  was  foon  afterwards  read,  in  which 
he  pofitively  denied  that  any  fuch  propofal  was  made 
to  him,  and  lamented  that  fuch  a  conftruftion  fhould 
be  put  on  his  converfation.  The  allegation  of  thefe 
deputies  could  hardly  claim  belief,  as  they  omitted 
to  denounce  this  extraordinary  converfation,  till  la 
Fayette  and  Luckner  had  both  left  Pari3^    When 
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the  accufation  againft  la  Fayette  was  finally  heard  in  sth  Aug. 
the  aiTembly,  Briflbt,  unabafhed  at  his  recent  dif- 
grace,  and  the  convidion  of  bare&ced  mendacity^ 
made  a  virulent  fpeech  againft  the  general,  and  fup« 
ported  every  article  alledged  againit  him  by  verbofe 
declamations^  and  afiertions  without  proof.  The 
galleries  applauded,  but  the  ailembly  reje£led  the 
accufation  '• 

The  virulence  with  \i^hich  Briifot   aflailed  the  Exertions 
court)  and  endeavoured,  in  every  occurrence,  to  »«*»«*  *« 
render  the  king  and  his  friends  unpopular,  forms  ^^"  * 
one  of  his  principal  charaderiflics,   and  his  chief 
claim  to  the  title  of  republican.     But»this  drcum- 
ilance  is  not  fufEcient  to  eflablifh  the  point*    He 
might  be  the  enemy  of  Louis  XVI.  without  defiring 
the  deilru£lion  of  monarchy,  or  might  never  have 
entertained  a  defign  to  efbblifh  a  republic,  till  he 
'was  convinced  that  no  other  form  of  government 
could  afford  fcope  to  his  ambition  and  love  of  ven« 
geance.    His  efforts  extended  to  every  objed  by 
which  he  could  effe£t  his  purpofe;  and  while  he 
was  meditating  and  combinine  the  moft  important 
plots  and  fanguinary  proje&s,  he  did  not  difdain  to 
fan£tion  the  meaneft  effufions  of  petty  malevolence, 
and  to  give  currency  to  the  unfounded  rumo{urs  of 
fa£tion« 

Among  the  principal  means  of  detra£Uon  to  which  ''^^**^ 
his  party  had  recourfe  was  the  report  of  a  fecret  ^^mhuc 
committee  under  the  patronage  of  the  queen,  which 
met  in  madame  de  Lamballe's  apartments  to  concert 
meafures  ruinous  to  the  interefts  of  France.  It  was 
afferted  that  the  king  betrayed  the  nation,  by  main- 
taining a  private  correfpondence  with  the  emperor  ; 
that  he  occaiioned  the  defencelefs  ftate  of  the  fron- 
tier, and  pointed  out  to  the  enemy  thofe  places  on 
which  an  attack  might  be  made  with  the  greateft 

•  SceDtbatet.  Hiftories.  Mooit'*  ]ourna1|  Toi*  i.  p.a4*    Briflbt 
a  tout  let  Repablicskiot»  p*  17s* 
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probability  of  fuccefs ;  and  that  whole  waggon-loads 
of  gold  had  been  feen  going  out  of  France  to 
Vienna.  This  pretended  fecret  meeting  was  called 
die  Aujhrian  ammittee.  The  accounts  were  confi- 
dently repeated,  and  gsuned  belief  becaufe  fhe  king 
difdained  to  refute  them  ^  At  length,  however,  a 
favorable  opportunity  prefented  itfelf  of  expofing 
the  authors  of  this  atrocious  calumny,  and  fubjeft- 
ing  tfcem  to  a  rigorous  punilhment.  Two  affiliated 
members  of  the  Jacobin  club  were  apprehended  in 
the  aft  of  picking  pockets,  while  they  were  declaim* 
ing  in  the  ftreets  againft  the  Auftrian  committee. 
ITie  fame  day,  Carra,  a  creature  of  Briffot,  de* 
nounced  Bertrand  and  Mohtmorin  at  the  Jacobins, 
as  the  principal  agents  of  this  imaginary  committee* 
Bertrand  preferred  k  complaint  before  la  Riviere,  a 
Juftice  of  the  peace,  who,  after  taking  the  neceffary 
depofidons,  fummoned  Carra  to  appear  before  him. 
Carra  immediately  gave  up  Merlin,  Chabot,  and 
Bazire,  as  his  authors.  Meanwhile,  the  accufation 
preferred  by  Bertrand  was  made  public,  and  the  Ja- 
cobins were  filled  with  terror  at  feeing  their  moft 
dangerous  fiftion  thus  cxpofed,  and  three  of  their 
members  in  danger  of  a  criminal  profecution.  They 
^employed  a  private  agent  to  endeavour  by  means  of 
perfuafion  and  threats  to  prevail  on  Bertrand  to  with- 
draw his  accufation,  but  were  unfnccefsftiL  In  this 
ftage  of  the  profecution,  its  final  aim  was  entirely 
jruftrated  by  the  indifcreet  zeal  of  la  Riviere.  Mont- 
morin  having  joined  Bertrahd  in  his  denunciation, 
fa  Riviere  iffued  an  order  to  arreft  the  three  depu* 
ties,  and  caufed  it  to  be  executed  in  the  moft  violent 
and  difgraceful  manner.  They  were  compelled  to 
rife  from  their  beds,  and  to  attend  him  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  They  immediately  complained  of 
the  attack  on  their  inviolability ;  and  la  Riviere  was 
f  scb  Mty.  fummoned  to  the  bar  of  the  smembly.    He  juftified 

^  Btrtnnd*!  Memoiriy  vol*  lit  p.  167* 
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|iis  proceedings  by  referring  to  the  conftitiitiqn,  b«| 
unfortunately  in  his  defence  exprefled  gre^t  con« 
tempt  for  the  fable  of  the  Auftrian  comnuttee. 
Briflbt  and  Qenfo^n^  were  enraged  that  an  inyvh 
tion  which  they  had  employed  fp  fuccefsfully  sigaini^ 
the  court  ihould  be  treated  as  a  ridiculous  diimer^e 
They  aiferted^  that  the  drcumftaoces  ftated  in  thf 
procefs,  and  adduced  by  U  Riyiiere,  vere  falfe^  an4 
engaged  to  produce  to  the  affembly  the  mo(t  evident 
proon  of  the  reality  of  the  Auftrian  comqutle^  an4 
of  the  plots  which  were  there  planned  '• 

This  report  was  adjourned  tor  a  few  day^  ^t  the  ai^Mtyn 
end  of  which  the  two  members  came  forward  witl| 
their  pretended  proofed  ^enfbnn^  firft  afcended  thf 
tribune,  but  not  till  the  crowd  in  the  galleries  ha4 
been  admoniflied  to  repreft  every  expreflion  of  ^ 
probation  or  difguft.  Genibnne's  fpeech,  to  the 
furprife  of  all  his  hearers,  did  not  ftate  a  fingle  hSL 
tending,  by  the  mod  remote  implication,  to  prove  the 
oiftence  of  an  Auftrian  committee.  Briflbt  fuer 
c^ed  him,  and  affected  to  deduce  the  hiftory  of 
the  committee  from  the  year  1756.  He  laid  dowa 
as  a  principle,  ^'  That  in  confpiracies  it  is  abfurd  to 
*^  call  for  .demonftrative  fa&s  and  judicial  proofs  < 
^^  that  at  no  period  have  they  ever  be^n  obtained^ 
^^  not  even  in  the  confpiracies  of  Catiline  ;  for  con«- 
^^  fpirators  are  not  fo  unguarded  in  their  condud. 
^'  It  is  fufBcient  that  there  exift  ftrong  probabilities/' 
He  entered  into  a  Ipng  argument  to  prove  that  aU 
minifters  fince  1756  had  been  traitors,  and  that  the 
confpiracies  in  which  they  had  engaged  were  ftill  car* 
ried  on  by  the  court.  The  affembly  became  imps^ 
tient,  and  frequently  called  for  proofs  j  but  Briflbt 

t  Debates.  Bertrand's  MemoirSi,  vol.  ii.  c.  fi|.  Moorc^a  View* 
Tol.  ii.  p.  464.  n.  La  RiviEELEy  ip  fpite  of  the  king*8  exemons^ 
who,  in  order  to  fcrcen  hini)  direded  the  public  accuf'er  to  take  the 
profecution  into  his  own  hamit^  Mras  fent  to  the  prii'on  at  Orleans,  and 
was  afterwards  murdered  with  the  reft  of  the  prifoners.  Merlin, 
Chaboty  and  Bazire  availed  themfelves  of  their  privilege,  and  the  bu* 
&neis  underwent  no  farther  inyeftigation. 
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€dnk:lu<led  his  fpeech  without  proving,  or  attempting 
to  prove  ^y  thing.  Thofe  who  had  conceived  great 
expectations  from  this  denunciation  now  looked  at 
each  other  in  aftoniibment.  One  member  humor- 
oufly  moved,  that  the  documents  produced  by  Briflbt 
0iould  be  printed.  A  general  laughter  in*  the  hall 
and  in  the  galleries  clofed  the  fitting.  Bertrand 
and  Montmorin  fent  their  defence  in  writing  to  the 
aflfembiy,  and  the  Auftrim  committee  could  never 
afterwards  be  mentioned  without  exciting  ridicule 
and  contempt  ^. 

But  ridicule  and  contempt  were  not  fufBciently 
forcible  to  make  Briflbt  afhamed,  or  induce  him  to 
retraA  a  calumny.  On  the  contrary,  in  a  publica* 
don  which  he  made  after  the  abolition  of  monarchy, 
he  recurs  to  the  fame  topic,  though  in  terms  which 
snuft  convince  every  reader  that  when  he  was  inr 
clined  to  fpeak  ill  of  an  adverfary,  he  was  not  re<r 
ftndned  by  truth,  probability,  or  confiftency  in  the 
choice  of  an  accufation.  He  fays,  **  My  enemies 
^  accufe  me  of  having  been  fold  to  the  civil  lift— ^ 
^'  Me  who  inceflantly  denounced  that  Auftrian  com- 
*^  mittee,  with  which  Robefpierre  walked  hand-in« 
^^  hand  during  the  whole  term  of  the  legiflative 
^*  aflembly ;  that  committee  whofe  plots  were  aided 
^*  by  Cfaabot,  and  whofe.  exiftence  was  prolonged  by 
^^  his  ridiculous  denunciations  K 
Further  Briflot's  news«paper  was  no  lefs  violent  againft  the 
ciForw.  y^y^j  jjmily,  and  not  inferior  in  rancor  to  that  pub*. 
lyh  Feb.  liihed  by  Marat.  One  fpecimen  will  fuffice.  He  in- 
ferted  in  his  journal  a  chapter  on  pikes^  containing 
thefe  expreiEons  :  **  Where  will  thefe  pikes  be  car- 
'**  ried  ?— Enemies  of  the  people,  wherever  you  arc 
to  be  found ! — Will  they  dare  tor  prefent  them  at 
the  caftle  pf  the  Tuilleries  ? — Yes,  undoubtedly. 


cc 


k  Debases.  Impartial  Hjftory,  toI.  ii.  p.  31.  Bertrancl*s  Me- 
aaeirt,  vol.  ii»  p.  184.. 

\  Briflbt  a  tous  lea  RepobiicainSy  p«  173-  It  is  to  beobftrved,  th^ 
fhc  caufe  of  firiflbfs  recent  exertioos  vfz^  a  4ien^aciatioii  by  Chabot. 
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^*  if  you  are  there  !-^Who  Ihall  command  ,  thefe 
**  pikes  ? — Neceflity.  Who  fhall  diftribute  them  ? 
^*  — Patriotifin. — Pikes  began  the  revolution ;  pikes 
"  fliall  finifli  it  *'•"-  He  redoubled  his  efforts  after 
the  difmii&on  of  the  Jacobin  adminiftration,  and 
openly  announced  the  mod  treafonable  defigns. 
The  mob,  armed  with  pikes  and  hatchets^  who  fur- 
rounded  the  affembly ,  were  inftrufted  to  vociferate 
a  has  le  veto !.  The  fevorite  orators  of  the  Jaco- 
bin club  preached  with  additional  vehemence  in  fsu 
vor  of  an  agrarian  law,  and  .BnfTot  difleminated  the 
projeft  of  a  national  convention^  to  be  formed  by  the 
unqualified  fuffrage  of  every  man  in  France,  and  to 
fuperfede  the  exifting  iegiflature  ". 

After  the  infurreftion  of  the  20th  of  June,  which,  ?«!>»«• 
by  the  impunity  of  Petion  and  Manuel,  demonftrat-  jnni^^. 
ed  the  ilrength  of  the  Jacobin  fadion,  Briffot  and  tion. 
his  friends  refolved  to  make  a  new  attempt,  which, 
being  more  effectually  combined,  could  not  hi\  of 
fuccefs.  Secret  councils  were  held  at  Charenton ; 
the  principal  republicans,  or  fuppofed  republicans, 
were  invited  ;  and  it  was  refolved  that  a  new  confti- 
tution,  and  the  abolition  of  royalty,  were  abfolutely 
neceffary.  The  only  difference  of  opinion  was,  re- 
fpefting  the  meafures  to  be  adopted ;  fome  recom- 
mended an  open  attack  by  means  of  the  legiil2[ture, 
others  a  fecret  procefs,  in  which  the  mob  fliould  be 
induced  to  aft  without  any  avowed  inftigators'. 
Thisf  advice  was  finally  adopted*  To  give  effeft  to 
the  confpiracy,  the  Briffotines  were  compelled  to 
admit  to  a  certain  participation  of  their  defigns  fome 
men  with  whom  they  were  publicly  at  variance,  a< 
Camille  Defmoulins  and  Robefpierre,  and  others 
with  whom  they  could  not  cordially  unite,  as  Danton 

^  See  Mercure  Francois,  N^  du  t%  Fev.  1792. 
A  Mcrcure  Fran^oit,  N<*  4u  9  Juin  1791. 

^  Conjaratioii  de  d*Orleant,  vol,  iti.  pt  174*    Pelti^r^tUuFi^ureg 
vol.  i.  p.  37.  • 

*  GArat't  Memoirs,  pt  S3* 
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and  Fabre  d'EgUntino.  Their  conduft  towards  tbef« 
aUbciates  was,  however^  fo  cold,  diftant,  and  haugh* 
ty,  that  it  begat  difEdence,  miftrult,  and  rancor  ^ 
Nature  of  j^  ^^g  probably  owing  to  this  difunion,  that  the  plot 
^^  ^  ^*  pf  the  confpirators  was  dilicovered  to  the  friends  d 
the  king,  ft  was,  in  fubflance,  as  follows.  Three 
hundred  men  were  to  afifemble  at  Petion's  hotel,  un- 
der pretence  of  guarding  him  from  a  fuppofed  plot 
againfl  his  life,  but,  in  reality,  to  reflrain  him  fron^ 
going  to  the  palace,  as  the  duties  of  his  office  re- 
quiredw  In  the  meanwhile,  an  infurre&ion  was  to 
be  commenced  in  the  fauxbourgs  ;  the  infurgents 
were  to  march  to  the  Caroufel,  in  great  force,  with 
cannon,  and  all  the  gunners  who  could  be  afiembled^ 
for  the  nominal  purpofe  of  protecting  the  brave 
Petion,  and  exterminating  confpirators  concealed  in 
the  caftle.  By  means  of  this  armed  force,  the  con-* 
fpirators  were  to  murder  the  royal  family,  or,  at  leaft, 
to  dethrone  the  king.  The  execution  of  this  plot 
CiSbrtt  of  was  fixed  for  the  twenty-ninth  of  July.  Some  of 
the  king^t  the  king's  friends  obtained  the  information  ten  days 
fntnd§.  before,  and  Bertrand  praftifed  an  ingenious  device 
to  iruftrate  it.  He  caufed  pamphlets  to  be  profufely 
diftributed  in  the  fauxhcurgs^  under  the  titles  of 
«  A  horrible  Plot  againft  Petion"—*^  New  Confpi- 
^^  racies  againft  theNational  Reprefentation'' — ^  The 
^^  falfe  Sans-ctdottci  unmaiked,  &c.''  Thefe  pamph- 
lets, written  in  the  patriotic  ftyle  of  the  day,  contain* 
^  a  full  account  of  the  confpiracy,  but,  left  they 
ibould  not  excite  fufScient  attention,  recourfe  was 
had  to  a  fre(h  expedient.  Bertrand  caufed  the  nar- 
ntive,  written  in  the  fame  ftyle,  to  be  printed  on 

•  Hiilory  ^f  the  BriflbtsfiM,  by  Camille  Dcfmoulins,  p.  iS«  Ca<- 
ifiil]e*s  exprtflion  is  To  ftrong  and  chsgra^^ertftic,  that  I  cannot  refilt 
tranfcribing  it.  '<  You»  BrifTot,  and,  above  all,  you  Petion,  con- 
**  ftanth  receive  nt  haughtily,  fulkily,  and  coldly ;  you  never  could 
*<  conceal  that  hatred  with  which  our  very  prefence  infpired  you.  You 
^  Hretched  out  a  finger  to  uty  but  never  the  hand.  You  did  not  even 
'<  think  it  neceflary  to  refufe  yourfelves  the  gratifications  which  haughty 
**  minds  dchye  from  treating  othvit  with  iAfoknce  and  contunpt.** 
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Angle  flieets  of  blue  paper,  like  Louvet's  CentlneU 
the  title  and  type  of  vhich  were  exactly  counterfeitk 
cd.  As  foon  as.  Louvet's  paper  vras  pofted  up  in  the 
ufual  manner,  Bertrand*s  vra$  pafted  over  it,  and  / 
thua  all  Paris  bad  read  the  account,  before  the  Jaco* 
bins  had  time  to  prevent  its  diflemination.  Proper 
meafures  were  taken  to  prevent  Bertrand's  papers  from 
being  torn  down,  to  protedl  the  biU-ftickers,  and  to 
replace  thofe  which  might  be  covered  by  order  of 
the  Jacobins'.  This  meafure  co-Ctperating  with 
other  impediments,  occaiioned  a  delay  of  fome  days 
in  the  execution  of  the  confpiracy* 

In  this  interval,  the  letter  written  by  Briflbt  and  PropoftU 
his  affociatea  was  delivered  to  the  king,  and  the  ^^  ^"^^ 
propofition  contained  in  it  rejeded  K  Some  of  the 
king's  friends  opened  a  private  negotiation  with 
Briflbt,  which  was  not  finally  determined  till  the 
day  preceding  the  infurre£tion«  He  propofed  tq 
prevent  the  execution  of  the  confpiracy,  on  condi- 
tion of  receiving  twelve  millions  of  livres  (525,000/.) 
in  fpecie,  or  bills  of  exchange,  together  with  a 
paflport,  (ecuring  his  fafe  retreat  from  France. 
Thefe  terms  would  probably  have  been  acceded  to, 
bad  the  fum  demanded  been  in  the  coflFers  of  the 
dvil  lift,  but  Bertrand  exprefles  a  reafonable  fufpi- 
don  that  Briflbt  would  have  carried  the  greater  part 
of  the  treafure  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  the  in« 
furredion  would  only  have  been  deferred  a  few 
days'. 

The  exiftence  of  this  negotiation  accounts  for  9^^«n^ 
fome  parts  of  Briflbt's  condu6l  which  would  be  hu^coa" 
otherwife  inexplicable.     It  appears  certain  that  his  <iuft« 
faction  was  irrefolute,  and  fufpended  between  a  re- 
public and  the  aggrandizement  of  Orleans.    They 
had  nothing  in  view  but  thdr  own  perfonal  advan^ 

P  Bertrand*s  Memoirs,  vol.  iii.  p.  S. 

<i  Sec  Memoirs  of  the  King.  &c.    Al(b  Htftory  of  tht  BriiTo. 
tines  by  C  Defmoulins,  p.  19. 

r  Bertrand* t  Memoirt^  VoI«  iii*  p.  6i« 
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tage ;  a  republic  was  a  dangerous  experiment,  and 
a  party  whom  they  hated,  defpifed,  and  feared,  had 
fuppl^ted  them  in  the  duke's  favor.  Had  the  king 
been  lefs  inflexible  with  refpeft  to  the  re-admiflioa 
of  the  Jacobin  adminiftration,  they  would  have 
joined  in  fupporting  his  political  exiftence,  as  a 
puppet  managed  by  them ;  or  had  the  propoied 
^*  fum  been  fecured,  Briflbt  and  fome  of  his  accom« 
pliees  would  have  quitted  the  country,  leaving  the 
king  and  the  remains  of  the  fadtion  to  terminate  the 
conteil  as  they  could.  This  flate  of  fufpenfe  ac- 
counts for  fome  apparent  vacillations  in  BniTot.  He 
encouraged  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  clubs, 
^  5th  Aug.  and  the  furious  petitions  of  the  fedions ;  he  even 
refufed  admii&on  to  a  body  of  petitioners  who  at- 
tended at  the  bar  of  the  aflembly  to  deprecate  the 
Dicbeancey  alleging  that  they  were  the  gangrened 
s6th  July,  party  of  the  feftion  de  la  Bibliotheque  * ;  yet  a  few 
days  before  he  declared  againft  a  republic,  ^'  Gen- 
**  tlemen  talk,*'  he  faid,  "  of  a  faftion  who  wifti  to 
^^  eftabliih  a  republic.  If  thefe  regicide  republicans 
^^  really  exifled  $  if  men  exift  who  aim  at  eftabliih- 
"  ing  fuch  a  form  of  government,  the  fword  of 
*'  julUce  ought  to  ftrike  them,  no  lefs  than  the  adlive 
"  friends  of  the  two  houfes  of  legiflature  ^** 
9th  Aug.  At  length  the  conteft  drew  to  a  crifis.  The  ac* 
>i'^!n^ihe  S"^^^*^  of  la  Fayette  formed  the  bafis  of  infurrec- 
tofmbiy.  tion.  Numerous  parties  attended  with  petitions  of 
the  moft  inflammatory  tendency,  and  bodies  of  armed 
men  fvurounded  the  hall  of  the  legiflature,  when  the 
queftion  of  the  king's  dethronement  was  expeded  to 
be  debated.  The  members  attached  to  the  king 
were  aflaulted  and  threatened  by  the  mob,  and  by 
iht  fdderesy  who  had  been  ordered  to  Paris  to  fupT 
port  the  mestfure^  of  the  confpirators.  When  the 
royalifts  complained  to  the  afTembly  of  thefe  infults, 

•  Fennel's  Review,  p.  194..    Debates. 

^  Co0JuratipD  de  cl*OrIeanS|  vol.  iii.  p.  104.    Debatei, 
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they  were  derided  by  the  Brifibtines,  and  bughed  at 
by  the  galleries.  Tne  expefted  queftion,  however, 
was  deferred.  In  confequence  ,of  the  numerous 
reports  that  arms  and  ammunition  were  concealed 
in  the  palace,  Petion,  the  mayor,  had  been  required 
to  infped  the  whole  building.  He  published  a  procis 
n)€rbal^  in  which  he  afcertained  that  there  was  no 
'  ground  for  alarm  in  the  interior  ftate  of  the  palace  } 
but  maliciouily  refiifed  to  anfwer  for  any  thing.  Roe- 
derer,^r^n^r^r  of  the  department,  atteiukd  at  the  bar, 
and  informed  the  aflembly  of  his  fears  that  a  violent 
commotion  would  foon  take  place,  and  Petion  hy- 
pocritically declared  that  he  could  not  knfwer  for 
the  fafety  of  the  city  after  midnight,  at  which  hour 
it  was  well  known  that  the  tociin  was  to  be  rung. 
llie  aflembly,  entering  into  the  views  of  the  con-* 
fpirators,  decreed  that  there  fliould  be  no  evening 
fitting. 

At  midnight  the  generale  was  beat,  the  houfes  il-  "*  A»g. 
luminated,  and  the  tocfin  founded.    The  greater  ^f^^j,""'"' 
part  of  the  national  guard,  timid,  indifferent,  or  inforrec- 
occupied  in  their  private  concerns,  did  not  arm  for  ^'®'^* 
the  defence  of  the  king,  while  the  mob  and  the 
federSs  •  were    making    every  preparation    for  the 
atuck. 

At  one  o'clock  Petion  went  to  the  king  under  Condaft 
pretence  of  informing  him  of  the  ftate  of  Paris ;  but  ®^  ^^^^^^ 
more  probably  as  a  Ipy  from  the  faction,  to  obferve 
the  ftate  of  the  palace,  and  to  found  the  difpofitions 
of  the  foldiery.  The  national  guards  in  the  palace 
oppded  his  departure,  and  required  him,  as  his 
duty  dire£led,  to  head  the  column  which  was  firft  to 
oppofe  the  sd9ailants;  to  order  the  people,  in  the 
name  of  the  law,  to  difperfe ;  and,  on  their  refufal, 
to  proclaim  martial  law*  It  was  propofed  by  fome 
to  detain  him  as  a  hoftage,  which  might  have  pre- 
vented the  attack. 

Meam^'hile  a  few  deputies,  alarmed  by  the  tocfin  Proceedr 
and  the  gdnhale,  afferobled  m  the  hall  j  and  at  two  \^i^Xu 

6  o'clock 
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o'clock  were  fuffidently  numerous  to  open  the  du 
ting.  They  were  informed  of  Petion's  fituation,  and 
immediately  decreed  that  he  fhould  attend  at  the  bar. 
This  decree  was  obeyed  without  befitation;  but 
Petion^  before  he  left  the  Tuilleries,  wrote  and  dcr 
livered  to  Mandat,  the  commandant  of  the  national 
jguardy  an  order  to  repel  force  by  force.  From  the 
palace  the  mayor  repaired  to  the  bar  of  the  afTemblyy 
and,  after  a  (hort  audience,  retired  to  his  own  houfe, 
which  was  furroimded  by  a  guard  of  five  hundred 
pien. 
in  the  During  thefe  tranfadions,  a  new  council  of  the 

comiBitnc.  commune  was  formed.  A  few  individuals  from  each 
fedion,  apprifed  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
cpnfpiracy,  took  advantage  of  the  general  alarm, 
and,  under  pretence  that  the  old  council  had  loft  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  elected  two  hundred  new 
members  initead  of  the  former.  This  newly-created 
council  repaired  to  the  hall  of  the  commune j  and 
turned  out  all  the  old  members  except  Petion,  Ma- 
Murder  4)f  nuel,  and  DantoiA  Their  firft  meafure  was  to  fend 
Mandat.  for  Maiidat,  who  was  making  excellent  preparations 
for  the  defence  of  the  palace.  At  firil  he  refufed  to 
obey  the  fummons ;  but  hearing  it  more  peremptorily 
repeated,  and  ignorant  of  the  change  which  had 
taken  place,  he  at  length  complied.  At  his  entrance 
into  the  hall  of  the  commune^  he  was  furprifed  to  fee 
an  aflembly  to  whom  he  was  a  total  ftranger ;  and 
ftill  more  furprifed  to  hear  himfelf  accufed  of  a  d&r 
iigi^  to  impede  the  march  of  the  people  from  the 
fubuibs  to  the  palace.  He  was  too  much  confounded 
to  reply,  and  was  ordered  to  withdraw.  At  the  top 
of  the  ftairs  he  was  (hot  through  the  head  with  a 
piflol,  and  at  the  fame  inftant  a  fword  was  plunged 
into  his  body.  Petion's  order  was  taken  out  of  his 
pocket,  and  Santerre  was  appointed  commander  in 
his  flead.  Thefe  events  took  place  at  four  o'clock, 
Prevtra-        The  confpirators  had  now  obtained  many  advan^ 

littck  ^'    tages  towards  the  execution  of  their  plan.    The  na« 
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tional  guards,  who  had  been  felefted  and  placed  by 
Mandat,  and  who  were  Sufficiently  refpeftable  to  oc- 
cafion  apprehenfions  in  the  minds  of  the  new  coun- . 
cil  that  their  orders  might  not  meet  with  ready  obe-* 
dience,  were  removed  by  orders  from  Santerre  ta 
diflferent  parts  of  Paris,  or  placed  in  fituations  where 
they  could  not  fecond  the  loyalty  of  the  royalifts  and 
Swifs  in  the  palace,  and  expofed  to  the  influence  of 
emiflaries  from  the  faftion.  Thus  when  the  king  re- 
viewed the  guards  in  the  palace,  the  cry  of  Vive  le 
Roi !  prevailed  at  firft,  but  it  was  foon  drowned  in 
(bouts  of  Vive  la  Nation  !  Vive  Petion  !  &c. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  king  was  prevailed  on,  by  Attack 
the  treacherous  reprefentations  of  Rcederer,  to  re-  fenced, 
pair  to  the  aflembly  j  or,  in  other  words,  furrender 
himfelf  defencelefs  to  his  moft  implacable  enemies* 
His  departure  was  public,  and  known  to  all  his 
friends  in  the  palace  ;  and  he  had  given  orders  not 
to  fire.  On  his  departure  an  immenfe  mob  ap- 
proached in  three  regular  colunms ;  they  were  well 
armed,  and  brought  feveral  pieces  of  artillery.  The 
cannoneers  and  national  guards  all  declared  in  their 
favor }  the  Swifs  guards  alone,  and  the  gentlemen 
in  the  palace,  retained  their  fidelity.  Influenced  by 
the  king's  orders,  and  convinced  of  the  inutility  of 
attempting  hoftile  meafures  againft  a  foe  fo  numerous, 
this  little  band  heard  with  incredible  forbearance  all 
the  iiifults  of  their  adverfaries ;  they  even  advanced 
to  the  Marfeillois,  and  had  agreed  to  eftablifli  a 
friendfliip  with  them  which  fhould  have  prevented  all 
aflaults.  At  the  moment  when  this  treaty  was  con- 
cluding a  firing  of  muflcetry  was  heard.  Some  of 
the  mob  were  killed  in  attempting  to  force  their  way 
into  the  palace.  Immediately  five  Swifs  were  feized 
and  murdered  before  the  eyes  of  their  colleagues. 
Convinced  by  this  aft  that  they  had  no  hopes  but  ill 
a  vigorous  refiftance,  they  formed  in  a  fquare,  and 
maintained  a  conltant  and  well^direfted  fire  on  their 

adver- 


aj4  fiRissor. 

adv^rlaiies,  who  attacked  them  with  fmall  arlns  o£ 
every  defcription  and  cannon. 
Alarm  of        As  foon  as  the  noife  of  firing  was  heard,  the  orators 
tbc  affcm-  in  the  affeinbly  were  filenced ;  the  prefident  put  on 
*^*  his  hat,  and  many  of  the  members  fought  fafety  in 

flight;  but  were  reftrained  by  the  remonftrances  of 
their  colleagues.      The  king,   anxious   to  prevent 
bloodfhed,  difpatched  orders  to  the  Swifs  to  lay  down 
their  arms  and  come  into  the  hall. 
The  Swift      M.  d'Hervilly,  a  valiant  and  worthy  ofScer,  in- 
Uy  down    fifted  ou  being  the  bearer  of  this  order.      After 
their  «nDs.  fyftaining  many  infults,  encountering  great  difficul- 
ties, and  receiving  a  wound,  he  arrived  at  the  fpot 
where .  thefe  brave  and  unfortunate  men  were  per- 
forming afts  of  valour  really  prodigious.  They  v^ere 
expofed  to  two  fires  ',  from  their  affailants  in  front, 
and  from  the  treacherous  national  guard  in  the  rear* 
D*Hervilly  foon  found  that  in  their  fituatioh  refift- 
ance  mull  be  unavailing,  and  therefore  communi- 
cated the  order.     He  was  fo  well  convinced  of  the 
danger  of  the  royal  family,  that  had  the  flighteft 
probability  of  fuccefs  appeared,  he  would  have  ferved 
his  royal  mafler  againfl:  his  will,  and  encouraged  the 
Swifs  to  have  defended  themfelves  to  the  laft  ex^ 
tremity.  - 
Sirrageiicft      Viftory  had  now  declared  for  the  mob ;  and  they 
•f  thcmob.  ufed    it  with    the    moft   fanguinary  ferocity.      It 
would  be  difgufting  and  tedious  to  recite  the  hor- 
rors of  that  day  ;  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  almoft  all  the 
Swifs  who  laid  down  their  arms  were  barbaroufly 
butchered  ;  that  the  palace  was  invaded  and  pillaged, 
J9hd  almoft  every  living  creature  found  in  it  put  to 
death.     Murder  was  not  confined  to  the  precinfls  of 
the  Tuilleries,  but  ftalked  abroad  in  all  parts  of  Paris; 
many  were  maffacred  on  the  charge  of  being  arifto- 
crats,  or  of  having  written  or  fpoken  in  defence  of 
royalty.     Nor  perhaps  was  this  wanton  flaughter  the 
moft  difgraceful  part  of  the  tranfaftion   or  moft. 
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t>ffen(ive  to  humanity.  The  infults  and  injuries 
offered  to  the  dead  (hock  the  feelings ;  and  the  fen- 
fation  is  carried  to  the  extreme  of  horror  when  we 
are  told  that  daemons,  in  the  (hape  of  women,  ate 
the  half-roafted  fleih  of  the  murdered  Swifs.  The 
number  flain  on  both  fides  exceeded  four  thoufand  "• 

Such  were  the  facrifices  made  to  the  ambition,  conduaof 
the  avarice,  and  the  intriguing  fpirit  of  Briflbt.  BiiObt. 
Such  was  the  day  of  which  he  always  boafted  that 
he  was  the  author.  To  counterbalance  this  effufion 
of  blood  occafioned  by  him,  one  fmgle  aA  of  virtue 
is  feintly  recorded  by  a  partial  individual.  It  is  faid 
that  he  faved  the  lives  of  feveral  SwiTs  by  concealing 
them  in  the  clofets  belonging  to  >the  diplomatic  com- 
mittee *.  ^ 

The  fuccefs  of  this  day  feemed  to  produce  a  gene-  Temper  of 
ral  enthufiafm  againft  royalty  and  nobility.  Not  t\\t  people. 
only  the  (tatues  of  kings  were  pulled  down,  and  thofe 
of  royalifts  and  ariftocrats  deftroyed,  but  all  family 
diftinftions  derived  from  anceftry,  and  all  heraldic 
emblems,  were  erafed  from  the  outfides  of  houfes, 
and  from  every  article  of  furniture.  Even  the  ar- 
morial bearings  engraved  on  the  mod  trifling  toys, 
a  fhuff-box,  a  ring,  or  a  feal,  were  obliterated  ;  and 
the  pofl-ofHce  detained  all  letters  the  feals  of  which 
were  impreffed  with  thofe  emblems  of  ariflocracy  ^. 

BrifTot  faid  in  his  journal,  "  As  the  exigency  of  ,^,h  A„g; 
"  affairs  obliges  us,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  joumau 
"  ancient  Spartans,  to  let  the  law  Jleep  for  a  while ^  iupprefled. 

«  In  the  Mbmoirs  of  Tds  Royal  Family  I  have  related  thofe 
events  vvhicb  relate  exclufively  to  the  king,  together  with  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  alTembly,  the  fufpenfion  of  royalty,  &c.  For  the  fa^s 
above  recited  fee  Debates  and  Hiftories.  Uiftuire  de  la  Confpiration 
du  lo  Aoiit,  par  Bigot  de  Ste.  Croix.  Account  of  the  Revolt  and  Maf* 
facreby  a  Peribn  prefent  at  the  Time.  Htflorical  and  political  Account, 
by  a  national  Guard.  FenncPt  Review.  Peltier's  late  Piflurc  of 
Paris.  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  iii.  Moore^s  Journal,  vol.  i.  Hif- 
toire  de  la  Conjuration  de  d* Orleans,  vol.  iii.  Eloge  Hilloriquc  6c 
Funebre  de  Louis  XVI.  &c.  &c.  ^ 

*  L^tivct^s  Narrative,  p.  17. 

1  Tcuch*s  Corrcfpon deuce,  p.  its. 
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'*  it  lis  of  the  mod  pfdUng  importance  tihat  all  the 
^^  municipalities  (bould  prohibit,  by  the  aflembly's 
^  order,  all  ariftocratic  news-papers,  which  poifon 
^  the  minds  of  the  weak,  and  inflame  thofe  of  the 
•*  wicked*.'*  This  was  one  of  the  earlieft  fped- 
mens  of  liberty  given  by  the  triumphant  party. 
The  effed  of  the  meafure  was,  that  feveral  news- 
papers were  totally  fuppreffed,  the  ftyle  of  others 
ahered,  and  all  innuence  over  the  public  mind  tranf- 
ferred  to  the  confpirators  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft. 
Brilfort  Briflbt  was  employed  to  draw  a  declaration  to  the 
declaration  foreign  courts  on  the  fufpenfion  of  the  king.  This 
traipowmP^odu^o^  was  read  by  him,  and  agreed  toby  the 
aflembly ;  and  is  a  remarkable  inftance  of  fophiftry, 
fraud,  and  infolence.  He  impudently  attributes  the 
infurreftion  to  the  treachery  of  the  king ;  and  the 
blood  (hed  to  the  agfents  of  the  court,  who  converted 
the  Tuilleries  into  a  place  of  war.  He  aflerts,  that  by 
the  conftitution,  which  foreign  powers  had  acknow- 
ledged, the  nation  had  a  right  to  depofe  the  king. 
He  fays,  "  The  conftitution  provides  that  the  king 
**  may  be  depofed  if  he  abfents  himfelf  from  the 
*'  kingdom.  Now,  by  a  neceflary  analogy,  this 
**  power  muft  extend  to  the  cafe  of  infanity,  and  to 
«  every  other  cafe  where  the  welfare  of  the  pe(^le 
**  imperiouily  demands  the  meafure."  Purfuing  the 
fame  chain  of  reafoning  he  adds :  "  The  neutral 
^  powers  then  cannot,  without  manifeft  inconfift- 
**  ency,  break  off  or  fuipend  their  connexion  with 
*^  France  on  pretext  of  the  king's  fufpenfion,  or  the 
*^  convocation  of  a  convention  ;  for  thefe  meafures 
*^  are  authorized  by  the  conftitution  which  they  have 
**  acknowledged ;  and  to  difcontinue  their  connexion 
**  with  France  on  account  of  fuch  meafures,  is  to 
**  interfere  in  the  internal  government  of  the  country) 
**  an  interference  which  they  have  exprefsly  re* 
'^  nounced.*'    This  ridiculous  argument,  intended 

*  Fcltier*t  late  PiAure.  fol.  ii.  p.  i»l, 
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fD  perftlade  all  Europe  that  they  were  boiind  by 
every  aft  committed  by  the  prevailing  fiaftion  in 
France^  is  followed  by  an  inapplicable  reference  to 
the  revolution  in  England.  BrifTot  then  proceeds  to 
notice  the  anarchy  fuppofed  to  prevail  in  France  J 
refpefting  which  he  makes  the  following  audacious 
aflertions :  "  The  reprefentatives  of  the  people  will 
*^  not  ftoop  to  refute  all  the  calumnies  vented  againft 
them  in  foreign  countries,  or  to  difprove  that 
anarchy  which  for  four  years  has  been  imputed  to 
^*  them%  As  if  five  and  twenty  millions  of  men 
**  could  exift  for  four  years  in  a  ftate  of  anardhy  i 
"  as  if  there  fubfifted  in  any  government  a  betted 
*^  underftanding  between  the  rulers  and  the  people^ 
or  a  more  vigorous  adminiftration,  than  in  this  pre*, 
tended  anarchical  government;  in  fhort,  as  if 
*'  there  exifted,  in  all  Europe,  a  country  where 
**  fewer  crimes  are  committed,  and  more  nobld 
^'  aftions  are  difplayed,  than  in  this  fuppofed  feat  of 
"  anarchy  *."  Briffot  then  infers  the  tranquillity  of 
France  from  the  raflmefs  of  the  rulers  in  diflfolving 
the  legiflative  aiTembly,  and  calling  a  national  ton-^ 
vention ;  and,  in  conclufion,  claims  'fidelity  to  treaties 
and  refpeft  to  ambaflfadors. 

Among  other  untruths  contained  in  this  Iddrefs^  Ongtn  tnd 
is  the  following :  **  The  mere  mention  of  a  natiotoal  P??^^*  ^f 
^^  convention  would  already  have  created  a  general  with  Robe* 
**  confufion,  did  not  a  confideratc  love  of  ordet  ^^^^^* 
**  pervade  the  realm.    At  prefent  the  propofal  unites 
'^  all  citizens,  ftifles  every  diflenfion,  and  combines 
^*  all  parties  in  one.*'    Briffot  well  knew  that  a 
powerAil  faftion  was  in  a  ftate  of  rivalfhip  with  that 
which  he  headed,  and  that  through  their  influence 

•  Some  of  thefe  aiTcrtions  are  fo  decidedly  repugnant  to  frueh»  that 
they  feem  invented  to  burlefque  the  labours  of  the  di|i]omatic  com- 
mittee. 1  he  editor  of  a  Jacobin  publication,  Jordan*t  PoliricaJ  Statt 
of  Europe,  appears  to  have  been  fenfible  of  this  faA ;  for  in  tranllafing 
BriflTotU  Declaration  he  has  omitted  the  laft  part  of  the  paragraph  tbovo 
quoted.  (See  vol.  i.  p.  501.}  See  the  Declaration  10  French*  in  th« 
London  edition  of  Briflbi^t  Trafla,  p.  i« 
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all  attempts  to  bring  the  people  to  a  confiderate  love 
of  order  had  proved  ineffedual.     The  temporary  • 
union  of  parties  v^hich  the  confpiracy  rendered  ne- 
ccflary,  terminated  with  the  day  which  crowned  the 
confpirators  with  fuccefs.     For  fome  months  a  di* 
vifion  had  fubfifted  between  the  BrifiTotines  and  the 
faction  oftenfibly  headed  by  Robefpierre,  called  the 
bicorruptibles.     The  perfonal  animofity  between  Ro- 
befpierre and  BrifTot  is  faid  to  have  originated  at  the 
time  of  the  petition  in  the  Champ  de  Mars  **.     The 
news-papers  of  BriiTot  and  Cohdorcet  had  been  filled 
with  denunciations  and  flanders  againfl  Robefpierre^' 
Camille  Defmoulins,  Freron,   and  others.      Thefe 
formed  a  party  in  their  own  defence ;  and  repaid, 
with   intereft,  the  accufations  and   abufe  of  their 
»5th  April  adverfaries  ^      At  length  the   Briflbtines    made   a* 
»79*-     grand  effort  to  deprefs   their   opponents.     Briffot 
ftouncV"  attended    at    the    Jacobin    club,     and    produced, 
Kobe-       from    his  pocket,    a  voluminous  philippic  againfl 
fpierrc.       Robefpierre   and  his  party.     He  was  followed  by 
Guadet,  who  made  a  fpeech  equally  violent ;    but 
they  had  miftaken  the  fphere  of  their  influence* 
Their  inveftives  were  not  attended  to  with  the  fame 
prepoffeffion  as  in  the  convention ;  they  were  fre- 
quently interrupted  by  violent  murmurs,  and  threat- 
^^^1,^      ened  with  the  lamp-iron  andftoning"*.     The  next 
jiobe.        day  but  one  Robefpierre  anfwered  thefe  two  orators; 
j^piei  rc't      jj^j  jj^  jjjg  vSxx^X  ftyle  of  farcaftic  feverity  overturned 

their  accufation,  and  expofed  them  to -ridicule, 
and  tri-  The  club  decreed  the  printing  and  diftribution  of  his 
una  ph.  fpeech  ;.  and  paiTed  a  refolution  that  he  was  fully  ac- 
quitted of  the  ^allegations  againfl  him ;  that  the  news- 
papers of  his  antagonifls  were  replete  with  de&mation 
againfl  his  charafter ;  that  their  flatements  were  re- 
pugnant to  truth  ;  and  that  their  inculpations  were 

^  Louvet's  N.irraiivc,  p.  ii, 

c  Mercure  Francois,  No.  du  19  Mai  1791.     DefcDfeur  de  U  CoH- 
ftitution,  p.  4.1. 
^  Biiiroi  a  lous  les  Rep^blicainSy  p.  201. 
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no  lefs  belied  by  pubKc  notoriety  than  by  the  conftant 
tenour  of  Robefpierre's  conduft '.     The  paper-war  junaion 
was  continued  with  great  acrimony  ;  till  the  Briffo-  ^f  '^«  *««- 
tines*  found,  that  in  a  ftate  of  difunion  they  could  "**"** 
not  hope  to  prevail  againft  the  court.     They  then 
made  reluftant  approaches  towards  their  antagonifts, 
and  availed  themfelves  of  their  afliftance  to  excite 
popular  tumult  ^     When  the  purpofe  of  the  infur- 
reftion  was  completed,  Briffot  and  his  friends  were 
defirous  to  difmifs  their  aflbciates  in  guilt  without 
the  rewards  due  to  their  exertions.     To  efFeft  this  Their  dif- 
end,  they  began  to  recommend  order  and  a  return  ""^^^^ 
to  tranquillity ;  but  they  were  no  lefs  miftaken  in 
their  means  than  in  their  powers.     Danton,  their 
co-operator  in  adminiftration,    who  poffefTed  more 
energy  and  aftivity  than  all  the  Briflbtines,  was  de- 
voted to  their  adverfaries.     Marat,  reftrained  by  no 
confideration,  openly  libelled  and  denounced  them : 
Robefpierre,  at  the  head  of  the  new  commune^  de- 
vifed  fuch  proceedings  as  tended  to  fet  that  body 
above  the  legiflature ;  and  the  mob,  enamoured  of 
Kcentioufnefs,  were  impatient  at  thofe  fubtkties  which 
aflFeded  to  fet  bounds  to  infurreftion,  and  reftrain 
the  paffions  by  reafon,  without  the  afliftance  of  poli- 
tive  law. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  the  dreadful  maflacres  p*^  ^^^* 
of  September  were  projefted  and  organifed.     Briflbt  xx^^%\ll 
and  his  faftion  were  in  danger  of  being  facrificed  by  ma(&c«. 
theii>  opponents.  It  is  confidently  reported,  and  with 
great  appearance  of  truth,  that  a  plan  formed  to  im- 
prifon  and  murder  him  and  his  aflbciates  was  re- 
nounced as  too  hazardous^.     At  this  period,  the 
animofity  between  the  faftions  was  difplayed  in  its 
greateft  force  ;  and  a  trial  of  ftrength  took  place  be- 

«  Defenfeur  de  la  Conftitution,  p.  37.  See  alfo  the  decrees  of  tht 
Jacobin  club  in  the  fame  work,  p.  63  and  64.. 

f  Hiilory  of  the  BrilTotines  by  Camille  Dermoulins,  p.  18. 

%  See  Danton.  Lou  vet's  NarrativCi  p.  17.  Moore'i  Journal, 
vol.i.  p.  3^0* 
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tween  the  legiflature  and  the  cammuney  in  xdiich  the 
}oA  A«|;.  legiflature  was  defeated  and  derided.  The  commune 
Domt.  ^^  iflued  a  warrant  for  the  arreftation  of  Girey 
Dupre,  Briflbt*s  coadjutor  in  k  Patriate  Franfois^ 
for  having  recommended  in  that  journal  the  diiarm- 
ing  of  the  citizlens.  Dupre  evaded  a  caption  ;  and 
the  mob  furrounded  the  houfe  of  Servan,  minifter  at 
Froeeed.    ^^>  ^  which  he  was  fuppofed  to  be  concealed.     A 

the  aflembly  that  thefe  pro- 
commune  were  unwarranted  and  ille- 
gal ;  and  a  decree  was  obtained,  ^'  that  the  fundions 
of  the  commifBoners  of  the  commune  were  at  an 
end;  that  the  old  municipality  fhould  be  rein- 
ftated ;  and  that  each  of  the  feftions  fhould  name 
two  citizens  to  form  a  general  council  till  the  ap- 
proaching ele£tions.''  Before  they  ventured  on  aftep 
fo  refolute  and  decided,  the  Briflbtines  had  attempted 
to  divide  the  feftions,  and  induce  fome  of  them  to 
withdraw  their  authorities  from  their  reprefentatives  in 
the  commune*    They  were  oppofed  by  Tallien  and  the 
other  confederate  aflailin$  with  fuch  efiedt,  that  the 
mob  was  endrely  alienated  from  the  caufe  of  the  le- 
siftAog.  giflature.     The  day  aftef  the  decree  had  been  ob- 
rftheawn*^^^^  agaiufl  the  council  of  the  commune^  that  body, 
mune.       who  in  contempt  of  the  affembly  had  flill  condnued 
in  aAivity,  headed  by  Petion  the  mayor,  appeared  at 
the  bar.     Tallien  was  their  orator,  and  in  very  in- 
folent  terms  remonftrated  againft  the  decree.     ^^  If 
you  flrike  us,"  he  exclaimed,  *'  flrike  alfo  the 
people  who  made  the  revolution.     The  people  is 
*'  now  exercifing  its  fovereignty  in  primary  afTem- 
<*  biles  ;  confult  the  people ;  and  let  that  fovereign 
*'  decide  our  doom.     Tou  have  heard  us  ;  we  are  in 
•*  your  prefence ;  pronounce.     The  men  of  the  tenth 
^*  of  Auguft  require  nothing  but  juflice,  and  will 
"  obey  the  will  of  the  people  alone."     Lacroix,  the 
prefident,  replied  vaguely,  but  without  indignation, 
to  this  audacious  harangue ;  he  was  confcious  of  his 
dangerous  fituation,  and  his  anfwer  conveyed  general 
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fentiments  without  application.  The  preponderance 
was  foon  given  to  the  council  of  the  commune  by  the 
appearance  of  three  men  deputed  by  a  mob  who  fur- 
rounded  the  hall.  Their  orator  exclaimed,  **  People 
•*  in  the  galleries ;  reprefentatives  oL  the  nation ; 
"  and  you,  Mr.  Prefident ;  we  come  in  the  name  of 
**  the  people  at  the  door  to  demand  leave  for  them 
"  to  enter  and  behold  their  reprefentatives  **  who 
"  have  juft  been  heard  at  your  bar ;  with  them  we 
"  will  die ;  we  have  fworn  it,  we  have  figned  it.** 
This  refolute  fpeech,  and  the  dread  of  the  furround- 
ing  populace,  alarmed  the  legiflature ;  they  agreed 
to  a  hafty  compromife,  which  amounted  to  a  repeal 
of  their  decree,  and  broke  up  the  fitting,  that  they 
might  not  be  compelled  to  receive  the  mob.  In  the 
evening  fitting,  the  prefident  and  fecretary  of  the 
commune  being  fummoned  before  the  aflembly,  they 
were  interrogated  by  what  right  they  had  iflued  a 
warrant  to  apprehend  Dupr^  ?  They  anfwered,  that 
the  commune  of  Paris  had  a  right  to  pafs  decrees 
againft  editors  of  news-papers  who  made  falfe  charges 
againft  the  council.  It  was  obferved  in  reply,  tnat 
this  power  was  confined  to  charges  of  confpiracy  j 
but  they  alledged,  that  the  powers  of  the  commif- 
fioners  were  unlimited,  and  that  they  were  reprefent- 
atives of  the  fovereignty  of  Paris.  '  This  convinced 
the  affembly  that  they  had  no  longer  any  controul ; 
but  that  the  rabble,  whom  they  had  dignified  with 
the  name  of  Sovereign,  had  already  aflumed  the  cha- 
rader  of  tyrant.  Brifibt,  in  commenting  on  the 
opinions  of  the  council  of  the  commune^  fays,  *'  In 
^  that  cafe,  we  are  under  great  obligations  to  them^ 
"  as  they  might  have  ordered  us  to  be  hanged  '.** 
Robefpierre,  on  thefe  events,  ventured  to  denounce 
Briflbt  at  the  Jacobins  for  having  fold  France  to  the 

^  Meaning  the  council  of  the  commune. 

^  Debates,    i'eltier^s  Uw  PiAure  of  Paritt  vol.  i.  f  •  iSo. 
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duke  of  Brunfwick ;  but  no  means  were  taken  to 
prove  the  charge "". 
Examina-  BriiTot  and  his  friends  affumed  to  themfelves  ex- 
^**!y'*[  traordinary  merit  in  being  exempt  from  all  partici- 
condua.  pation  in  the  maflacres  of  September ;  but  fuch  pre- 
texts are  deftitute  of  foundation.  Could  the  whole 
of  their  affertions  be  proved,  it  would  avail  little 
with  perfons  of  found  judgment,  who  can  never  be 
brought  to  allow  a  claim  to  virtue  or  moderation, 
founded  only  on  the  omiffion  of  a  fingle  crime. 
The  confpirators  and  affaflins  of  Auguft,  even  if 
acquitted  of  the  crimes  of  September,  would  be  fo 
deep  in  blood  and  guilt,  that  their  pretenfions  to 
approbation  muft  be  rejefted  with  contempt.  Briflbt 
not  being  permitted  to  (hare  in  the  ultimate  benefits 
of  the  September  maflacre,  and  having  been  de- 
nounced but  one-  day  before  they  commenced,  has 
thought  proper  to  diiclaim  them,  and  throw  the. 
fUgma  on  his  political  opponents  ;  but  an  examination 
of  his  conduft  will  prove  that  he  was  an  equal  (barer 
in  the  crime.  The  firft  meafures  adopted  after  the 
tenth  of  Auguft,  tended  to  prevent  the  royalift  party 
from  ever  attempting  to  gain  an  afcendancy.  For 
this  purpofe  all  who  were  fufpefted  of  attachment 
to  the  court,  all  who  had  been  in  the  Tuilleries  on 
the  ninth,  and  all  who  were  pointed  out  by  name  as 
dangerous  perfons,  were  apprehended  and  impri* 
foned.  Domiciliary  vifits  were  rigoroufly  executed, 
and  the  prifons  were  filled  with  extraordinary  rapidity. 
It  was  well  known  that  lifts  had  been  delivered  to 
Danton  and  Manuel,  and  that  the  lives  of  the  pri- 
foners  were  the  objefts  of  a  pecuniary  treaty ;  yet 
neither  BrifTot  or  any  of  his  friends  made  any  motion 
or  obfervation  tending  to  reprefs  thefe  proceedings. 
Among  the  prifoners  were  feveral  known  enemies  of 
Briffot, whofedeftruftionhehadrefolved toeffeft.  Two 

^  Peltier*s  late  PiAure,  vol.  li.  p.  ^95^ 
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of  thefe  were  his  old  antagonift  de  Motande,  and  du 
Rofoy,  editor  of  the  Gazette  de  Paris.  Du  Rofoy 
was  executed  after  a-  pretended  trial,  a  week  before 
the  malTacre;  but  the  hatred  of  BriiTot  arifing  iu 
news-paper  jealoufy,  was  the  principal  caufe  of  his. 
murder.     De  Morande  was  in  prifon ;  and  Briflbt,  \ 

during  the  mafTacres  of  September,  repeatedly  in- 
quired if  de  Morande  was  not  yet  killed  \  Mont- 
morin  too,  the  well-known  objeft  of  Briffot's  ran- 
cour, who  had  been  imprifoned  by  his  means,  was 
murdered  without  any  effort  to  f?ve  him  ""•  In  the 
whole  progrefs  of  thefe  maffacres  no  trait  is  recorded 
of  Briffot  which  has  a  tendency  \%  prove  that  he  at- 
tempted to  prevent  them.  It  is  faid  that  he  remained 
at  table  with  Petion  and  his  friends,  and  difdained 
(Bven  to  receive  the  commiffioners  deputed  by  the 
aflembly  to  charge  him  to  ftop  the  prevailing  ex- 
ceiTes  "".  On  the  third  day  of  the  carnage,  he  made  4th  Sept. 
an  hypocritical  application  to  Danton ;  but  he  ap- 
peared, even  then,  not  folicitous  to  fupprefs  the  fury 
of  the  mob,  but  to  difcriminate  between  the  inno- 
cent and  the  guilty  ^,  - 

If  it  were  poffible  to  acquit  Briffot  of  a  criminal     lotli. . 
participation  in  the  maffacres  of  Paris,  the  murder  ^^^c^^te 
of  the  prifoners  who  had  been  confined  at  Orleans  priionert. 
muft  be  aicribed  chiefly  to  him.     He  principally  oc- 
cafioned  their  imprilonment  by  calumnious  inven- 
tions ;  he  excited  the  populace  againl  them  by  his 
conftant  inve£iives  ags^infl:  the  tribunal  at  Orleans, 
conftituted  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  trying  them  ; 
he  led  the  people  to  exped  that  undue  influence 
would  be  employed  to  procure  their  acquittal,  and 
pointed  them  out  as  proper  objefts  of  iummary  de- 
ftruttion.     He  defended  and  praifed  every  motion 

1  P^Itier^s  late  Figure,  vol.  ii.  p.  217.  488..  See  alfo  bu  Juli'&  re- 
port in  the  convei.iion  July  8,  I793« 

">  Ibid,  vol.ii.  P.4-S7. 

A  See  a  quotation  trom  Marat*8  Journal  in  Arthur  Young^s  Example 
of  France,  &c.  p.  28. 

*  Feitier^s  late  Pidlure,  vol.  ii.  p.  480* 
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and  petition  which  tended  to  create  a  prejudice  againft 
the  national  court  at  Orleans,  and  to  excite  the  ban- 
,   ditti  of  Pikris  to  require  their  murder.     Before  the 
fecond  of  September  they  were  removed  from  Or- 
leans, and  were  proceeding  to  Paris  for  trial  under 
the  efcort  of  Fournier,  a  Weft-Indian,  who  had  ren- 
dered  hinifelf  terrible  by  repeated  afts  of  ferocity ; 
but  after  the  horrid  aiTaflinations  which  had  recently 
taken  place,  it  was  judged  proper  to  countermand 
thefe  orders,  and  they  were  brought  to  Verfailles, 
where  fifty-two  of  them  were  barbaroufly  butchered 
in  open  day,  and  in  prefence  of  the  whole  city,  by 
a  few  aflaffins  difpatthed  from  Paris  for  the  purpofe  ^ 
Member  of    Briffot  was  not  returned  to  the  national  convention 
the  con-    f^^  Paris,  but  for  the  department  of  Eure  Sff  Loirej 
his  native  country.     At  the  firft  meeting  of  the  con- 
vention he  was  named  fecretary,  and  afterwards  one 
of  the  committee  to  revife  the  conftitution. 

One  of  the  firft  meafures  of  the  new  legiflaturc 
was  the  abolition  of  royalty.  Manuel  propofed  that 
f 6th" oaf"  the  decree  to  that  efFeft  (hould  be  fubmitted  to  the 
people  in  primary  affemblies.  Briffot,  feconded  on 
this  occafion  bv  Danton,  oppofed  Manuel's  motion ; 
ai^d  their  refinance  was  fuccefsful ''.  During  the 
cxiftence  of  the  legiflative  affembly,  or  at  leaft  till 
after  the  twentieth  of  June,  there  is  no  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  Briffot  had  entirely  renounced  the  interefts 
0I  Orleans.  In  the  national  convention  he  was  a 
fincere  republican ' }  though  there  is  great  reafon  to 
believe  that  inftead  of  a  republic  one  and  indivifible,he 
wifhed  to  eftablifh  a  federal  republic  on  the  American 
plan.  His  creatures  occupied  the  principal  pofts  in 
the  adminiftration ;  and  he  and  his  affociates  were 

F  See  Peltiei*!  lare  Pt^ure^  vol.  ii.  p.  400  to  44^^..  and  p.  487,  Alfo 
^oort-'t  Journal,  vol.!.  p'37»*'39i.  44».     hittoiics,  &c.  ' 

9  DehaCts. 

*  Orleanty  on  hit  trial»  declared  that  he  had  never  fpoken  to  Briflqt 
(Snce  be  had  been  a  member  of  the  convention.  See  Piocis  des  fiour- 
bons^  vol.iii*  p.i59; 
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reputed  the  moft  eloquent  members  of  the  conv^xi- 
tion.  He  had  prevailed  on  his  friend  and  fchool- 
fellow  Petion  to  defert  Orleans,  and  join  the  repub- 
lican ftandard  * ;  and  Manuel,  difgufted  with  the 
duke,  ranged  himfelf  under  the  fame  banner  \ 

Briflbt,  thus  powerfully  fupported,  was  oppofed  ^ffo^sof 
by  Danton,  Robefpierre,  Marat,  Orleans,  the  Jaco-  ^i*P^^^"«* 
bin  club,  and  the  rabble  of  Paris.     Had  he  dared  to 
expofe  the  intrigues  and  views  of  Orleans  and  his 
fadion,  he  might  have  triumphed  over  all  his  oppo- 
nents ;  but  the  blow  which  proftrated  his  enemies 
would  have  deflroyed  his  friends,  and  probably  him- 
felf.    Thus,  inftead  of  boldly  denouncing  to  the  con- 
vention the  plots  of  Orleans,  Louvet  and  Barbaroux 
commenced   an   ill-digefted   and   feeble   attack   on 
Robefpierre;  and  when  the  difcuffion  on  Louvet's 
accufation  had  proceeded  to  fuch  a  point,  that  a 
complete  denunciation  of  Orleans  was  expefled  to 
have  formed  the  reply,  Briffot  aided  the  caufe  of 
Robefpierre,  by  acceding  to  the  motion  for  the  or- 
der of  the  day ".     Louvet,  unacquainted   with  all 
Briffot*s  fecret  motives  of  condud,  and  believing 
him  to  have  been  always  a  republican,  complains  of 
his  reludance  in  denouncing  the  Orleans  faftion,  and 
imputes  it  to  his  incredulity  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch 
a  party  \ 

The  national  convention  had  not  fat  a  month  isthOft. 
when  BrifTot  was  expelled  from  the  Jacobin  club.  ®'^.^"^  V^' 
Several  deputies,  who  were  prefent,   attempted  in  j^cJbins! 
vain  to  fpeak  in  his  behalf;  they  were  over-ruled  by 
clamor  ^     On  this  occafion  he  wrote  his  addrefs     ,^j,^ 
i  tous  les  Republicains.     In  this  publicarion,  he  com-  His 
plains  that  his  expulfion  wa«  owing  to  intrigue,  and  P^"P**^«** 

•  Tt  18  evident  from  Petion 's  condufi  on  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  after  the 
arreft  of  Gtrey  Dupr^,  that  he  w^s  not  then  (b  much  attached  to  BrifTot 
as  to  make  any  lacniices  in  hi]«  behalf. 

<  See  Manvf.l  and  Orleans. 

°'See  Robespierre.    LouVet^s  Narrative,  p,  13, 

'  Louvei*8  Narrative,  p.  lo*  24.. 

T  Briflbt  a  tous  les  Rspublicains,  p.  aoi,  n. 
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fpeaks  the  language  of  a  man  furprifed  to  find  the 
arms  which  he  had  employed  againft  others  turned 
againfl  himfelf.     Still  he  appears  to  retain  hopes  of 
regaining  the  favorable  opinion  of  the  fociety ;  he 
enters  into  a  vindication  of  his  public  condufl:,  and 
denies  any  idea  of  diffolving  or  iufpending  the  Jaco- 
bin club,  but,  on  the  contrary,  declares  its  exiftence 
is  important  to  liberty.     The  pamphlet  is  not  diftin- 
guiftied  by  force  of  language,  energy  of  thought, 
or  beauty  of  compofition,  but  feems  a  weak  effort 
to   regain,   by  cringing  fubmiffion,   the  popularity 
which   had   been  wrefted   from   him   by  violence. 
This  publication  was  afterwards  elucidatefl  by  three 
poftfcripts :  in  the  firft,  he  analyzes  a  pofition  laid 
down  by  Garat,  in  a  report  to  the  convention,  that, 
in  every  conftitution,  the  city  where  the  conftituted 
bodies  refide,  poffeffed  a  reprefentative  and  initiative 
power  of  infurreftion  againft  tyrannic  authorities  *. 
In  oppofition  to  this  ftatement,  he  fays,  _'*  A  revolu- 
^'  tion  is  a  fever,  and  I  cannot  perceive  the  neceffity 
**  of  taking  meafures  to  be  in  a  continual  fever  for 
*^  the  fake  of  one's  health/*     Had  Briffot  afted  in 
conformity  to  this  opinion  before  he  acquired  power, 
the  adduction  would  have  done  him  honor ;  but  felf- 
intereft  had  before  induced  him  to  recommend  revo- 
lutions, write  a  chapter  on  pikes,  and  profcribe  in- 
dividuals, and  the  fame  principle  now  a^uated  him 
to  reprobate  thofe  meafures.     The  fecond  poftfcript 
merely  mentions  a  decree  of  the  convention  favora.- 
ble  to  the  Briffotines ;  and  the  third  is  a  puff'  (or 
fome  party  pamphlets. 
Cordua         During  the  progrefs  of  the  king's  trial,  Briifot 
Jc?r.g-s       2i^d  his  party  betrayed  fo  much  duplicity,  and»  fuch 
/  trial.         a  defertion  of  principle,  as  afforded  their  enemies 

*  The  jargon  of  thefe  politicians  is  not  ea(ily  tranflated  ;  to  avoid 

the  charge  of  mifreprefenrarioii    I  give  the  oiig'iial  words.     «  11  m 

»  **  routeiiu,  que  dans  toute  conf^itutiun  la  vitle  ou  rcfidoient  les  corps 

**  conftitues  avoit  la  rcpr6rentation  ct  l^initiaiive  des  infurre^ions 
«  contiT  les  autorites  tyranuiques.**  Biifibt's  Tra^s,  p.  aiS.  London 
edition* 
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many  advantages,  and  gave  rife  to  the  fuppofition 
that  the  Briflbtine  fadion  had  been  bribed  to  adopt  a 
mode  of  conduft  fo  inconfiftent  with  that  which  their 
leader  had  formerly  held '.  The  eSeSt  of  his  exertions,, 
and  thofe  of  his  party,  with  refpeft  to  the  king,  have 
been  already  mentioned  *".  To  Briflbt,  the  promoter 
of  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  no  creditican  be  afcribed  for 
attempting  to  defer  the  king's  execution  till  the 
conftitution  ihould  be  perfeSed  j  and  fuch  was  his 
vote '. 

The  oppofmg  faftion  did  not  omit  to  take  advan-  AflTaJled 
tage  of  Briflbt's  inconfiftency,  and  to  attack  him  and  tionT^  " 
his  party  with  redoubled  violence.  One  of  Briffot*s 
principal  arguments  was,  that  by  putting  the  king 
to  death,  the  convention  would  exafperate  all  the 
fovereigns  of  Europe.  At  the  fame  time  he  afferted 
that  thofe  very  fovereigns  bribed  the  Mountain  to 
urge  the  fate  of  Louis,  that  they  might  have  a  pre- 
text for  declaring  war  againft  France.  On  thefe  ri- 
diculous averments,  Robefpierre  made  the  following 
obfervations.  "  What !  Briffot,  you  who,  at  the 
"  period  when  a  treacherous  court  had  prepared  a 
"  plan  for  delivering  us  up  to  our  enemies,  defcribed 
"  all  the  potentates  of  Europe  as  reduced  to  the  mod 
**  abjeft  ftate  of  impotency,  and  painted  all  the  peo- 
"  pie  as  flying  with  tranfport  to  hail  the  French  con. 
"  ftitution,  in  order  to  induce  us  to  make  a  prema- 
ture declaration  of  war  againft  all  Europe ;  is  it  ^ 
you,  who  dare,  at  this  day,  to  threaten  us  with  the 
anger  of  kings,  if  we  condemn  their  accomplice  ? 
"  Do  you  not  blufh  to  offer  as  motives  for  our  de- 
crees the  intereft  which  tyrants  take  in  the  death 
of  Capet ;  and  in  a  moment  afterwards,  to  tell  us, 
"  that  all  the  courts  a'*e  defirous  of  his  death,  and 
lavifli  of  their  gold  to  induce  us  to  pronounce  it  ? 
What  right  have  you  to  confider  the  French  fuffi- 

*  Moore^s  Jourral,  vol.  ii.  p.  496. 
^  S.ee  Memoirs  of  the  King,  Sec, 
^  See  Debates  on  the  three  a^fms  nminaux, 
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**  ciently  ftupid  to  believe,  on  your  word,  that  the 
^^  piaftres  and  guineas  of  defpots  are  expended  to 
**  lead  their  compeer  to  the  fcaffold,  and  not  to  fave 
"  him  ^  V*  Camille  Defmoulins  made  fimilar  ob- 
fervations  ^n  the  fame  fubjed.  Speaking  of  the 
party  who  frequented  madame  Roland's  table,  he 
fays,  *'  Above  all,  it  is  neceffary  to  expofe  to  the 
**  public  thofe  men,  who,  feated  at  the  upper  end 
**  of  that  Circe's  table,  hold  the  bell,  as  presidents  : 
^*  That  poor  Warville^  as  he  is  called  by  madame  Pe- 
**  tion  and  madame  Roland,  who  quarrel  for  him, 
**  and  who  will,  fome  day,  fight  a  duel  with  piftols, 
"  to  decide  who  fhall  poffefs  him  exclufively :  Tliat 
**  Briflbt,  grand-mafter  of  the  order  of  intriguers  and 
**  tarticffes^  whofe  writings  and  conduft  are  perfeftly 
**  inexplicable.  Formerly,  they  were  republicans 
**  when  there  was  no  republic,  now  they  are  royal- 
**  ifts  when  monarchy  is  aboliflied  :  For  a  while  they 
**  were  Jacobins,  when  the  Jacobin  party  was  weak- 
**  eft,  now  they  are  Feuillans  when  the  Jacobins  have 
**  acquired  the  afcendancy.  How  are  we  to  explain 
**  thefe  things  but  by  agreeing  with  general  Dillon, 
*'  who  affirmed,  three  years  ago,  in  the  tribune  of 
*'  the  national  affembly,  that  Briflbt  was  fold  to  the 
*^  cabinets  hoftile  to  France  ;  and  that  the  pbjeft  of 
*^  his  miflion  is  to  confound  and  fubvert  all  our  pro- 
"  ceedings ""  V* 
War  with  One  of  the  firft  meafures  adopted  in  the  conven- 
ED|;land.  tJou  after  the  murder  of  the  king,  was  the  declara- 
tion of  war  againft  England.  Briflbt  had  prepared 
nth  Jan.  ^^  public  mind  for  hoftilities  by  a  report  on  the  law 
1793.  '  known  by  the  name  of  the  alien  bill,  and  on  the 
meafures  of  defence  adopted  by  the  Britlfli  govem- 
ift  Feb.  ment.  He  afterwards  uflier^id  in  the  declaration  of 
war  by  a  report,  made  in  the  name  of  the  committee 
of  general  defence.     As  it  is  not  my  intention,  in 

*  Robefpicnre  a  fcs  Commfttan?,  vol.  ii.  p  43, 
«  Note  by  Camille  Dermouiins  on  Poultier*s  fpeech  refpefking  the 
kij)g*8  trial.    See  Robcrpitrre  a  fcs  Commcttans^  vol.  ii.  p.  94.. 
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this  work,  to  enter  into  the  politics  of  England,  I 
ihall  not  analyze  thefe  two  performances.  They 
merit  attentive  and  frequent  perufal  ^ 

The  fall  of  the  Briflfotine  fa&ion  was  now  ap-  Conteft  of 
proaching.     From  their  conduft  in  producing  the  P*'''*** 
infurredion  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  it  was  eafy  to 
perceive  that  a  more  defperate  and  a£Uve  party,  ob- 
taining an  unlimited  influence  with  the  Jacobins,  and 
leading  them  to  greater  excefles  than  BriiTot  and  hi$ 
friends  had  prefcribed,  would  produce  fuch  an  oppo- 
iition  as  mud  terminate  :n  the  deflrudtion  of  thofe 
who  aflumed  the  merit  of  having  founded  the  repub- 
lic *.   The  indolence  of  fome,  the  feeblenefs  of  others, 
and  the  general  want  of  union  in  the  BrifTotines,  pre-   , 
dpitated  the  downfal  of  the  party.     They  entertain- 
ed a  fincere  friendfhip  for  each  other,  founded  on 
a  high  opinion  of  their  refpedive  talents ;  but  no  one 

^  See  London  edition  of  Bri(rot*s  Tra6lt. 

t  See  Moore*s  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  477.  The  following  anecdote  re« 
lated  by  Mift  Williiims  from  the  information  of  )a  Source,  a  Tiolent 
Briflbtine,  a  flioit  time  before  his  death,  is  interefttng  and  illuftrative. 
**  La  Source,  in  his  meilitations  on  the  chain  of  political  events,  men- 
'*  tioned  one  little  incident  which  Teemed  to  hang  on  his  mind  with  a 
"  fort  of  luperflitious  fedingf.  A  few  days  after  the  10th  of  Aueuft 
**  he  dined  in  the  fanxUiirg  of  St.  Antoine  with  feveral  members  ofthe 
'*  legtflative  aifembly,  who  were  the  mod  ditlinguifhed  for  tlieir  talents 
"  and  patriotifm.  Thry  were  exulting  in  the  birth  of  the  new  repub- 
''  licy  and  the  glorious  part  tlfey  were  to  aA  as  its  founders,  when  a 
"  citizen  of  the  fauxboure,  who  had  been  invited  to  partake  of  the  re* 
'*  paft,  obferved,  that  he  feared  a  different  deftiny  awaited  them.  *  As 
*'  you  have  been  the  founders  of  the  republic,*  faid  he,  *  yoa  will 
"  alio  be  its  viAims.  In  a  ihort  time  you  will  be  obliged  to  impoie 
**  reHnints  and  dntics  on  the  people,  to  whom  yuur  enemies  and  theirs 
**  will  reprefent  you  as  having  overthrown  regal  power  only  to  eftablifh 
**  your  own.  You  will  be  accufcd  of  ariftocracy  $  and  1  forefee,*  he 
**  added,  with  much  perturbation,  *  that  you  will  all  peri/h  on  the 
*' fcaffold.*  The  company  fmiled  at  his  fingulsr  prediction:  but 
**  during  the  enfuing  winter,  when  the  ftorm  was  gathering  over  the 
"  political  horizon,  la  Source  recalled  the  prophecy,  and  i'ometimes 
"reminded  Vergni^ud  of  the  man  of  the  fauxbourg  St.  Antoine. 
**  Vergniaud  had  little  heeded  the  augur  |  but  a  few  days  previous  to 
"  the  3 1 11  of  May,  when  the  convention  was  for  the  firtt  time  befieged, 
**  la  Source  faid  again  to  Vergniaud,  *  Well,  what  think  you  of  the 
*'  prophet  of  the  fauxbourg  V  *  The  prophet  of  the  fauxbourg,*  an- 
**  fwcrtd  Vergniaud,   *  was  in  the  right/^Lcitert  in  17949  vol.  i. 

p.  5©. 
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had  fufficient  energy  to  direfl:  the  operations  of  the 
reft,  to  combine  their  efforts  by  a  due  fubordination, 
and  give  that  ftrength  to  the  whole  of  their  opera- 
tions which  refults  from  a  proper  difpofition  of  all 
the  parts.     They  had  planned  the  tenth  of  Auguft, 
and  gloried  in  the  fuccefs  of  a  treacherous  machina- 
tion, which,  without  the  aid  of  thofe  who  could 
command  the  mob,  and  organize  infurreSion,  they 
could  not  bring  to  maturity.     From  that  day  their 
influence  declined,  and  the  faftion  of  Robefpierre 
had  been  enabled  to  perfuade  the  people  that  the 
Briffotines  were  modires^  ariftocrats,  feuiUanSy  roy- 
alifts,  or  the  agents  of  the  combined  powers,  as  beft 
fuited  their  views.     The  attacks  of  the  Briflbtines, 
regulated  by  no  digefted  plan,  were  violent  in  the 
outfet,  but  feeble  in  the  refult ;  and  though  fuperior 
in  eloquence,  and  pofleflTed  of  all  the  means  of  po- 
pularity, they  invariably  loft  ground  in  the  iflue  of 
every  conteft. 
Conduaof     The  rafhnefs  and  unrelenting  temper  of  Briflbt 
Briflbt.      contributed  greatly  to  the  defeat  of  his  party.     On 
him  all  admonition  was  loft ;  he  perfevered  in  preach- 
ing morals  which  in  his  practice  he  was  known  to 
difregard^  and  in  indifcriminate  denunciations,  which 
loft  their  effefl  becaufe  the  people  knew  that  they 
proceeded  not  from  patriotifm  but  from  felf-love. 
Garat,  fpeaking  of  this  fatal  violence  in  Briflbt,  fays, 
"  How  often  have  I  conjured  Briflbt,  whofe  talents 
**  acquired  new  energy  in  the  heats  of  conteft,  ra- 
"  ther  to  avoid  putting  forth  all  his  ftrength  than  to 
**  irritate  his  enemies  more  and  more  by  heaping 
**  confufion    on    their  heads  !     To    overturn   the 
*'  throne,  faid  I,  you  excited  or  excufed  the  commo- 
**  tions  and  excefles  of  the  Parifian  populace.     They 
i  "  are  now  habituated  to  infurre&on.     We  muft  win 

"  them  from  it.  But  an  evil  habit  can  never  be  laid 
**  afide  fo  quickly  as  it  is  caught.  If  you  now  con- 
**  ftantly  threaten  thofe  fame  paflions  which  before 
"  you  always  protefted,  becaufe  you  are  now  be- 

**  come 
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<<  come  prudent,  the  multitude  will  think  you  trai* 
« tors  \'* 

The  inexplicable  confpiracy  of  the  tenth  of  March, 
in  confequence  of  which  Briffot's  journal  was  fup- 
preffed,  and  his  printing-office  deftroyed  ^,  the  inef- 
fedual  denunciation  againft  Marat'',  and  the  de- 
fection of  Dumouriez,  completed  the  ruin  of  the 
Briffotines. 

As  a  laft  eflFort  to  regain  popularity,  Briflbt  pub-  His  ad- 
tiflied  his  famous  addrefs  to  his  conftituents,  which  conftitu-"* 
deferves  an  attentive  perufal,  perhaps  more  than  any  cnts. 
other  work  which  has  appeared  fmce  the  commence- 
ment of  the  revolution.     It  is  replete  with  fuch  fa&s 
and  illuftrations  as  explain  the  fyftem  by  which  the 
Briffotines  attained  power,  and  there  is  hardly  an 
objefiion  made  by  Briflbt  to  the  intrigues,  the  views, 
and  the  crimes  of  the  oppofmg  party  but  applies  with 
equal  or  greater  force  to  his  Own.     In  this  pamphlet 
he  ingenuoufly  avows,  that  **  laws  without  execu- 
**  tion  J  conftituted  authorities  impotent  or  difgraced ; 
*^  crimes  unpunifhed ;   property  attacked ;  perfonal 
'*  fafety  violated  ;  the  morals  of  the  people  corrupt- 
**  ed  }  no  conftitution ;  no  government ;  no  juftice, 
•*  are   the  true  features  of  anarchy.*'     To  whom 
could  the  deftrudtion  of  the  conftitution,  the  fufpen- 
fion  of  government,  the  perverfion  of  juftice,  and    • 
the  principles  of  anarchy  be  afcribed,  if  not  to  him 
who  had  taught  that  it  was  neceflary  the  laws  fhould 
fleep  ;  who  had  fanftioned  infurreftion  againft  the 
conftituted  authorities  ;  who  had  defended  the  mur- 
derers of  Avignon,  and  the  plunderers  of  the  palace ; 
who   had  imprifoned  and  facrificed  to  his  perfonal 
hatred  and  political  prejudices  innumerable  viftims  ; 
and  who  had  releafed  the  populace  from  every  moral 
and  religious  tie  ?    Briffot,  who  had  long  maintain- 
ed his  own  reputation  by  the  moft  audacious  libels^ 

^  Garat'f  Memoirs,  p.  io6. 

^  See  Peltier^s  late  JP^i^uie  of  Paris,  to1«  ii.  p.  144, 

k  SeeMAHAT. 
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now    declaims   againft  libellers  in  pathetic  terms. 
**  There  is  little  freedom  of  opinion,"    he   feysj 
**  where  the  fear  of  calumny  prevails ;  there  is  (till 
^^  lefs,  when  that  calumny  may  lead  to  a  phyjical 
^*  ajfajftnation^   as  it   certainly  does   lead  to  moral 
*^  affaffination.      For    there    are    few    men     who 
**  have  ftrength  of  mind  enough  at  once  to  brave^ 
*'  I  will  not  fay  death,  but  the  incefTantly  renewed 
**  fear  of  death,  and  the  daily  torture  of  renewed 
•*  reproach  ^*'     A  quotation  from  Tacitus,  applied 
by  BriiTot  to  his  adverfaries,  admirably  defcribes  his 
own  pernicious  ambition  :  Rerum  poiiri  volunt ;  bo^ 
noYesj  quosj   quiet d  republicd^  defperant^  perturbatd^ 
confequi  fe  poffe^  arbitrantur. 
Anfwertd       This  pamphlet  occafioned  two  fpeeches  by  Camille 
Jj^^^'^^^*  Defmoulins  at  the  Jacobin  club,  which  were  aftcr- 
^nt#         wards  incorporated,  and  publiihed  under  the  title  of 
*«  Hiftory  of  .the  Briffotines/'     In   this  work,   Ca- 
mille expofes  the  pretended  patriotifm  and  difmtereft- 
ednefs  of  Briflfot  and  his  adherents.    By  an  ingenious 
application   of  BriflTot's  argument  in  proof  of  the 
Auftrian  committee,  that  cbnfpiracies  may  be  proved 
by  (Irong  probabilities,  he  affefls  to  demonftrate  that 
BrilTot  is  an  accomplice  with  Dumouriez,  agent  of 
the  combined   powers,    and    a    federalift ;    traces 
Briflbt's  conneftion  with  Orleans,  and  defcribes  the 
effect  of  that  conne£lion  on  his  public  conduct,  par- 
ticularly at  the  time  of  the  petition  in  the  Champ  de 
Mars  ".     Defmoulins  alfo  afferts,  that  Briflbt  was  in- 
timately conneSed  wirti  Dumouriez,  and  Jiole  a  let-       ^ 
ter  written  by  that  general  refpefting  the  king,  left 
it  fhould  endanger  his  life " ;  but  there  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  reafon  for  believing  this  account,  as  it  appears 
that  he  had  really  quarrelled  with  Dumouriez  before 
his  defertion  *• 

1  Piihtiflied  by  Stockdale,  1794.*    See  alfo  Playfair^t  Hiftory  of  Ja- 
cobinifmy  p.  5641  and  note  p. 
n  See  Hiftory  of  the  Briflbtines,  publiihed  by  Owen,  1794* 
■  Ibid.  p»  ?x.  ' 

•  Qara(*t  Memoirs,  p.  114. 

The 


I 


6RISS0T.  ^73 

The  events  of  thofe  days  which  produced  the  fatal  3»ft  May, 
decrees  againft  the  Briffotines,  are  related  in  another  ]„„*" 
article  ^     The  timidity  and  divifion  of  counfel  which  i-)ccree  of 
had  before  fo  materially  injured,   now'efFeftually  *''"^*"®"* 
ruined  them.     An  infidious  propofal  was  made  in 
the  convention  by  Barrere,  that  the  members  againft 
wliom  the  petitions  of  the  feftions  were  direfted, 
fhould  give  in  their  difmiffion*     To  this  Lanjuinais 
made  a  reply  fo  fpirited^  that  there  was  a  probability, 
had  BriiTot  been  at  his  pod,  and  had  all  the  party 
aded  in  a  confiftent  and  uniform  manner,  that  the 
fortune  of  the  day  might  have  turned  againft  their 
adverfaries.     At  this  critical  moment,  when  vigorous 
aftion  was  neceffary,  they  were  arranging  meafures 
at  Guadet's  houfe,  and  left  their  enemies  an  eafy 
triumph.     Deceived  by  a  falfe  report,  many  of  them  ^^^s'**  ^ 
made  their  efcape,  in  the  hope  of  exciting  a  civil  Jjncf "  ^* 
war  in  the  departments,  and  fuffered  the  decree  of 
arreftation  to  pafs  without  oppofition  ^.     The  depart- 
ments, however,  were  indifferent  to  their  fate,  and 
averfe  to  Hiking  their  lives  and  properties  in  their 
caufe '. 

BriiTot  was  among  the  fugitives.  He  obtained  a  Briffbi  ap- 
paffport  for  Switzerland  %  but  was  fpeedily  appre-  P^'*^*^**^'*^- 
hended.  He  was  confined  in  the  prifon  of  the  Ab- 
baye,  where  he,  for  fome  time,  inhabited  the  apart- 
ment which  had  been  previoufly  tenanted  by  madame 
Roland)  and  was  afterwards  allotted  to  Charlotte 
Corday  *. 

During  the  conteft  excited  by  the  fugitive  Briffo-  Proceed- 
tines  in  the  departments,  the  Mountain  took  no  mea-  conlen-'  * 
fures  for  bringing  to  trial  thofe  who  were  imprifoned  tion. 
in  Paris ;  but  as  the  feeblenefs  of  thefe  efforts  became 
daily  more  apparent,  the  courage  of  the  triumphant 

f  Sec  ROBESPIBRRB. 

4  Loifvefs  Narrative,  p.  48.     Mifs  Williams^s  Letters   in   1794^ 
▼ol.  i.  p.  77. 
'  Rcbdence  in  France*  edited  by  John  GifFord,  vol.  i.  p.  38  J* 

•  See  Aniar*8  report  to  the  convention,  Oft,  -jd,  1794.. 

•  Appel  a  I'impaitiale  Polltrit^i  vol.  ii.  p.  ^7. 
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J"Jy  «•  party  increafed.  At  length  St.  Juft  made  a  report 
from  the  committee  of  public  fafety  to  the  conven- 
tion, on  the  tranfadions  of  the  thirty-firft  of  May 
and  the  following  days,  in  which  he  traced  the  crimes 
of  Briffot  and  his  fadion.  He  truly  defcribed 
BriiTot  as  a  man  too  fufpicious  to  have  accomplices, 
but  always  dexterous  enough  to  have  adherents  and 
blind  partifans.  The  reft  of  the  report  is  a  confiifed 
mafs  of  truth  and  falfehood.  The  convention  pafled 
»4:»h.  fome  fevere  decrees  againft  BriflTot's  friends.  After 
the  aiTallination  of  Marat,  Couthon  moved  that  the 
revolutionary  tribunal  fhould  immediately  proceed  to 
the  trial  of  the  imprifoned  deputies,  and  profecutc 
the  fugitives  as  outlaws  ;  but  his  motion  was  not  car^ 
isf^»-  ried.  The  next  day,  however,  Billaud  Varenn^ 
brought  up  a  frefh  report,  containing  many  addi- 
tional charges  againft  them  "• 
Projraed  It  is  faid,  that  the  committee  of  public  fafety, 
mairacre.  fearful  of  bringing  Briffot  and  his  party  to  a  trial, 
projected  an  infurreftion  in  which  they  were  to  have 
been  maflfacred,  and  that  the  tenth  of  Auguft  was 
fixed  for  the  perpetration  of  the  plot.  Money  and 
liquor  were  profufely  diftributed,  but  xhtfederis  de- 
clared loudly,  that  they  had  not  come  to  Paris  to 
take  up  the  trade  of  murderers,  and  nine  hundred 
of  them,  particularly  the  Bretons,  quitted  the  capi- 
tal on  the  eighth  and  ninth,  after  receiving  the  mo« 
ney  with  which  the  committee  intended  to  bribe 
them.  Thirty-feven  feftions  of  Paris  guarded  the 
prifons  for  feven  days,  and  declared  that  they  would 
defend  them  againft  the  approach  of  all  aflaflins  \ 
Befides  the  initormation  which  the  author  of  this 
ftatement  was  known  to  poffefs,  the  account  feems 
highly  probable  from  many  attendant  circumftances. 
The  Mountain  dreaded  the  talents  of  the  Briffotines, 
whofe  friends  were  ftill  numerous ;  and  Briffot  had 


«  Debates. 

«  Sulie  de  I'Eut  de  la  France,  par  Montgaillard,  p.  67. 
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declared  that  he  held  a  fecret  in  his  hands,  which 
would  expofe  the  weak  flaves  of  his  profligate  oppo- 
nents, and  would  prevent  their  efcaping  the  rigorous 
judgment  of  pofterity,  even  though  they  might  be 
willing  to  ftand  witnefTes  of  their  own  ignominy  ^.  It 
may  alfo  be  obferved,  that  the  violent  motions  and 
reports  againft  the  Briflbtines  were  made  juft  at  the 
period  when  the pderes  were  in  Paris  to  celebrate  the 
fourteenth  of  July. 

Foiled  in  this  attempt,  the  Mountain  refolved  to  Further 
prepare  the  way  for  the  deftrudion  of  their  adver-  "^*^"***« 
faries,  by  increafmg  their  unpopularity,  or,  at  leaft^ 
by  caufing  fuch  an  inundation  of  petitions  and  ad- 
drefles,  as  (hould  perfuade  the  people  in  the  depart- 
ments that  all  clafles  in  the  capital  w«re  convinced 
of  their  delinquency.  It  is  well^obferved,  that  this 
was  *^  a  remarkable,  a  very  remarkable  thing  in  the 
"  moral  order  of  events ! — They  fell  in  1 793  under 
'^  the  fame  blows,  and  by  the  very  fame  manoeuvres 
^^  and  offeniive  arms  which  they  had  employed  to 
^*  ruin  Louis  XVL  and  to  effe£l  his  depofition  '•" 

When  the  public  mind  was  fufEciently  prepared,  3d  Oj5t. 
Amar  made  a  report  of  the  aft  of  accufation,  and  ^^* 
traced  every  part  of  their  conduft  to  which  an  ob« 
jeftion  could  be  alleged^  fince  the  beginning  of  the 
revolution.  This  aa  of  accufation  was  a  burlefque 
on  juftice^  and  might  have  been  termed  unprece* 
dented,  but  for  tne  abfurd  denunciations  which 
Briflbt  bimfelf  had  made  againil  de  Leflart,  Mont^ 
morin, .  and  Bertrand,  and  the  ftill  more  atrocious 
accuiadons  againft  the  king,  on  which  he  had 
wickedly  pronounced  the  verdift  Guilty. 

Immediately  after  this  report  had  been  made*      r^** 
Briflbt  and  his  fellow-prifoners  were  committed  to  ^"?*'/**']| 
the  Conciergerie.    They  were  ordered  to  be  tried  cl^^rk  T 
before  the  revoludonary  tribunal.    Garat  endea^ 

f  Briflbt  i  iet  Comm«ltantt  p.  77. 

*  Ncckcr  on  ibc  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p%  429.  •  See  Debates  on  the  5th 
ihdft^th  September,  tad  ift  Oftobcr. 
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voured  to  prevail  on  Robefpierre  to  appoint  a  differ* 
cnt  court,  but  in  vain  '. 

.  When  the  accufed  de(>uties  were  brought  to  their 
trial,  Briffot  was  placed  on  an  elevated  feat  with  his 
partifans  around  him;  he  appeared  collected  and 
tranquil.  In  the  progrefs  of  the  trial,  the  prefident 
of  the  tribunal  was  fo  much  embarrafled  by  their  ob« 
jeSions,  by  their  farcaftic  replies  to  his  queftions, 
and  by  their  acutenefs  in  crofs-ej^amin^ng  the  wit- 
neffes,  tbat  he  wrote  to  the  convention.  He  faid, 
that  nothing  could  equal  tlie  loquacity  of  the  accufed ; 
that  the  tri^l  had  lafted  five  days,  and  only  nine  wit- 
neiTes  had  been  heard ;  that  there  was  ao  reafon  why 
four  hundred  witneffes  might  not  be  brought  for* 
ward,  and,  in  that  cafe,  there  would  be  no  hopes  of 
finifhing.  The  convention  paffed  a  decre?  to  abridge 
thofe  forms  wliich  enchained  the  confciences  of  jury- 
men, '  and  ftifled  conviftion,  and  by  which  the  jury 
were  enabled,  at  any  time  to  declare  themfelves  fufi- 
ciently  onughtened,  and  pafs  fentence  pn  the  pjcifon* 
ers.«  *rhe  jury  immediately  declared  the  prpcefs  at 
an  end,  and  condemn^  BrilTot  and  all  his  ailbdates 
to  the  fcaffbld  \ 

If  the  aflertion  of  Louvet  be  true,  that  pvt  of  the^ 
evidem:e  and  fome  of  the  fpeeches  are*  fupprefled  in 
the  printed  report  %  it  becomes  impoffible  to  decide 
on  the  merits  of  ihe  trial.  It  appears,  however,  that 
Briflbt  could  not  have  been  condemned  on  any  prin- 
ciples but  thofic  of  his  own  recommending,  that  con- 
piracies  need  no  proof,  and  that  the  law  may  occa- 
fionally  be  allowed  to  fleep. 

Briiiot  bahaved  with  great  courage,  and  retained 
his  prefence  of  mind  during  the  whole  of  his  trial '. 
PJis  deportmejit;  in  the  night  after  his  condemnatioii 


«  Garat's  Memoirs,  p.  131.  • 

*.  Playfair'8  Hiftory  ot  JacobiniTn],  p.  597,  n* 

*  Louvet's  Narrative,  p*  5). 

^  iliit9ijt9«  .^kew  Annual  Rtpfter  for  I793»  p«  soo« 
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IS  highly  extolled  *.  Allowing  for  tlie  arffent  colour-  ' 
ing  of  friendfhip,  arid  the  glow  of  J)arty  pinfegyric, 
the  account  is  not  improbable.  The  fear  of  death 
was  not  among  Briffot's  foibles v  and  the  fiiperiority 
which  that  trait  gives  to  the  charafter  of  a  nian  who 
engages  in  revolutions  probably  contributed  to  raiTe* 
him  to  the  head  of  a  faftion.'  The  whole  party 
pafled  the  night  in  finging  and  converfation. 

The  next  morning  they  were  conduced  to  the  ^p^  execu- 
guillotine,,  amidft  the  cuftomary  fhouts  of  the  mob,  '^"* 
they  themfelves  joining  in  the  exclamation  Vive  la  Re^ 
publiqtie  !  Briffot  fufFered  laft,  and  continued  to  re- 
tain nis  prefence  of  mind  and  compofure.  The  exe- 
cution was  completed  in  thirty-feven  minutes.  Their 
property  was  confifcated  ^ 

The  charafter  of  Briflbt  is  fo  differently  delineated,  Brlflbt'f 
that  it  is  difficult  to  reduce  the  various  defcriptions  ^  ^^^  *'' 
into  one  coniiftent  portrait.     As  an  author  his  fame  as  an  au- 
was  never  extenfive,  and  even  his  celebrity  in  his  ^^^' 
political  career  has  not  been  able  to  attraft  curiofity 
towards  his  voluminous  produftions.     He  is  faid  to 
have  been  a  lefs  elegant  writer  than  Condorcet  ^ ; 
but  elegance  is  not  one  of  the  properties  by  which 
his  ftyle  is  diftinguiflied.     On  the   contrary,  it  is 
abrupt,  perplexed,  and   often  below   the    level   of 
correct   compofition.      Garat  fays,    he  fought  for  ' 
'^  ideas  in  books  and  languages  more  thsin  in  his 
"  own  mind.   He  wrote  more  than  he  meditated  **.** 
This    obfervaiion  accounts   foi*  the    want   of  me- 
thod   and  incorreftnefs   which   his-  writings    often 
betray-     Madame   Roland  fays,   **  He  wrote  with 
"  extreme  facility,    and    compofed  a   treatif^    as 
**  another  would  compofe  a  fong :  hence  the  dif- 
"  criminating   eye  detefts  in  his  works,  the  haftjr 
^*  touch  of  a  quick  and  often  light  mind^'     This 

<  Memoirs  d'un  D^'^nu,  p.  40;     Tranfl^ted  by  Mi  ft  Williams  ia 
ber  Letters  in  I794-.  vol  1.  p.  163. 
^  Playfair^s  Hilioiy  of  Jacobinirm^  p.  599.     Hiftories,  &c. 
t  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  380.  ^  MeiQoij:*^  p.  83, 

^  Appear^  vol.  i*  p*  53* 
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rapidity  accounts  for,  though  it  does  not  excufe  many 
of  his  errors.  Great  part  of  the  information  con- 
tained in  his  eflay  on  the  commerce  of  America  was 
derived  from  Claviere,  but  on  the  whole,  it  is  not 
a  produftion  of  great  merit.  His  American  Travels 
arc  written  in  a  negligent  ftyle,  and  appear  chiefly 
calculated  to  imprefs  the  minds  of  his  countrymen 
with  exalted  notions  of  American  independence  and 
fimplicity  of  manners  ;  to  recommend  the  abolition 
of  flavery,  and  the  ufe  of  the  maple  inftead  of  cane 
fugar.  As  a  book  of  travels  it  excites  no  particular 
intereft,  and  the  perufal  affords  little  gratification  to 
curiofity.  Briflbt  probably  owes  to  the  fentiments 
contained  in  this  work,  the  compliment  paid  him  by 
Garat ;  that  *'  he  would  have  confented  to  bury  him- 
felf  in  everlafting  obfcurity,  if  he  might  have  become 
the  Penn  of  Europe ;  if  he  might  have  converted 
^*  mankind  into  a  congregation  of  Quakers ;  if  he 
*'  might  have  made  Paris  a  Philadelphia  •".'*  I  have 
already  difcuffed  BrifTot's  political  works  pubiifhed 
in  the  courfe  of  the ,  revolution ;  they  feem  to  have 
been  produced  as  occafion  prompted,  and  pubiifhed 
in  defiance  of  truth  and  confiftency.  '  His  Life,  in 
writing  which  he  claims  credit  for  a  great  fhare  of 
candour,  is  a  model  of  di^plicity  and  equivoca- 
tion ^ 
Perfon.  Briflbt  was  a  little  man,  of  an  intelligent  counte* 

Maancrt.  nance,  but  delicate  frame  ".  He  affefted  great  plain* 
nefs  in  his  attire,  and  was  not  difpleafed  to  be  tak^ 
for  a  Quaker.  Madame  Roland,  who  writes  his 
panegyric,  often,  without  regard  to  truth,  and  with 
an  apparent  infenfibility  to  mevitable  confutation, 

^  Garat*s  Memoir*,  p.  5}  This  opinion  of  Ganit  Teems  devoid  of 
loefinins?'  How  coiiUl  a  mun  be  contented  with  obfcurity  who  emu- 
lated a  celebrateil  nnmr,^  who  Wi*s  dcfifous  of  retoriDing  a  metropolis, 
and  of  converting  mankind  ? 

I  Mid  W|})iam«  fays,  that  Briflbr^  Juring  his  lift  captivity,  wrote 
bis  own  life,  in  the  niattner  of  Roufleau*s  Confefliont )  flie  has  given 
an  extniA  Irom  t^e  M$*  an({  anpouiiced  that  it  was  intended  (o  be 
fpeetlily  ptihliAied.  \  hcliev^  the  infention  has  never  been  fulfilled. 
See  Mil's  Williams's  Leticis  in  1794^  yol.  iii«,  p.  59*  D.  ^ad  p.  tio» 

F  A^r^**  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  t)^. 
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&yS9  ^'  The  fimple  manners,  natural  negligence^ 
and  ingenuous  franknefs  of  BrilTot,  appeared  in 
perfed  harmony  v^ith  the  aufterity  of  his  prin- 
ciples ;  but  I  found  in  him  a  fort  of  levitv  of  mind 
*^  and  difpoiition  which  was  not  equally  luitable  to 
"  the  gravity  of  a  phflofopher."    She  adds^  "  It  is  Difin- 
**  not  m  human  nature  to  combine  more  complete  ^^^f^**** 
"  difintereftednefs  with  greater  zeal  for  the  public    *  ** 
**  welfare,  or  to  purfue  the  general  good  with  ^more 
«*  entire  foreetfiilnefs  of  felf  \"     This  part  of  her 
eulogium  is  TubjeA  to  many  doubts.    Ambition  was  Ambition. 
Briflbt's  ruling  pailion  rather  than  avarice ;  but  in 
the  courfe  of  his  Memoirs  there  are  feveral  indances 
which  prove  that  he  did  not  defpife  wealth,  either  as  . 
an  obje£t  of  pofleiEon  or  as  the  means  of  power. 
He  was  frequently  accufed  of  venality,  and  in  anfwer  P^vcrtj. 
he  referred  to  the  fimplicity  of  his  manners,  and  the 
want  of  fplendour  in  his  houfehold.    He  quotes 
Horace, 

*'  Non  ebur,,  ncque  aurcuin 

•*  MeS  rcnidet  in  domo  lacunar  •.** 

It  is,  however,  eafy  to  fuppofe  that  a  man  emerging 
from  obfcurity,  and  raifing  himfelf  to  the  head  of  a 
fa£lion,  might  have  dilBpated  laree  fums  whenever  he 
received  them,  without  contemnme  riches,  or  intend- 
ing to  continue  indifferent  to  his  private  fortune. 
Among  other  infamous  courfes  of  life  imputed  to  Reputed 
Brlflbt  by  his  adverfaries,  it  was  afferted  that  he  had  ***»*^' 
been  a  pick-pocket  **,  and  this  ftory  obtained  fuch 
general  belief,  that  brijfoter  was  ufed  in  France  as 
a  term  of  fynonimous  import  with  pilfer  ^.     I  can- 
not, however,  difcover  any  faft  tending  to  confirm 
this  report.     Next  to  ambition,  Briflbt  was  charac*  His  nrn. 
terized  by  an  unrelenting  and  rancorous  difpoiition.  cour, 
This  was  difplayed  in  his  virulent  profecutions  of 

>  Appeal,  Tol  j.  p.  5*.  *  Life,  p.  S5. 

F  FennePf  Review  of  Proceedings,  p.  4.)0. 

\  Mifs  Williains*s  Letters  in  1794,  vol.  iti.  p.  59.  iii^    See  alfb 
Uiftorjr  of  the  Bciflutioet  by  Camille  Uftfinoulintf  p.  31. 
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minifters  who  refufed  to  pay,  joumalifts  who  refufed 
to  praife,  and  deputies  who  lefufed  to  join  him'. 
Madame  Roland  has  daringly  affertecl,  that  "  Brif- 
**  fot  was  incapable  of  hatred :  you  would  fay  his 
^'  mind,  with  all  its  fenfibility,  poffeffes  not  fufficient 
**  firmnefs  for  a  fentiment  of  fuch  energy  '•"    This 
hypocritical  method  of  decrying  a  perfon  for  the 
want  of  a  bad  quality,   is  a   thin  veil  to  conceal 
truth,  and  prevent  inquiry.     Garat,  though  likcwife 
a  panegyriil   of    Briilot,    hints    at   his   irritability. 
*'  His  paffion  for  truth,  being  more  ardent  than 
*^  well-grounded  in  found  reafon  and  true  difcem- 
**  ment,  often  entangled  him  in  thofe  quarrels,  in 
^*  which,  at  firft,  it  is  only  the  dodlrine  that  is  the 
**  matter  of  conteft — afterwards  the  difpute  becami 
^'  wholly  perfonal  ^"   This  obfervation  does  no  cre- 
dit to  Briflbt's  philofophy,  and  impeaches  madame 
Roland^s  aflertion.    Danton,  however,  feems  to  have 
^     juftly  appreciated   Briflbt  in  this  refpeft,  when  he 
declared,  that   "  a  fraternity  with  either  fefiion  was 
"  the  brotherhood  of  Cain,  and  that  Briffot,  like 
**  Robefpierre,  would  have  condemned  him  to  the 
«.<  guitlotme"." 


'Examples.  De  Leffart,  Montmorin,  Bertrand.  «,  Dc  Monrnde 
du  Rufoy.  3.  Jaucourt  and  Jonneau.  See  Peltier's  laie  Piflure  of 
Paris,  pa{)im. 

•  Ap{>ea!,  vol/i.  p.  53.  t  Memoirs,  p.  83. 

■  Mciuouet  d'un  Detenu,  p.  76. 
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BEFORE  the  revolution,  Chabot  ivas  a  Erandf- A Cim. 
can  or  Capuchin  friar  ';  and  if  credit  may  be^***""^* 
given  to  his  own  declaration,  he  had  before  the 
year  1788  manifefted  a  contempt  for  the  mummery 
of  popery  ^«  To  what  exad  point  this  manifeftatioa 
of  contempt  extended  cannot  be  afcertained,  but  if 
report  may  be  credited  he  was  not  diftinguiihed  by  a 
ftrifl:  obfervance  of  his  vows  of  chaftity  *.  When 
the  revolution  commenced  he  threw  off  his  frock, 
and,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Abbe  Gregoire, 
became  a  furious  Jacobin,  and  leader  of  the  clubs 
at  Blois.  He  was  alfo  Gregoire's  epifcopal  vicar, 
with  a  &lary  of  two  thoufand  livres  (87/.  lox.)  a* 
year'. 

Through  the  influence  of.  the  Jacobins  he  was  Memficr 
elected  member  of  the  legiflative  affembly  for  the  ^^  ^^ . 
dty  of  Blois,  and  (hewed  his  gratitude  to  his  patrons  alfembiy!! 
by  prefentine  his  homage  to  the  club  immediately 
after  his  amval  in  Paris  \    Thoueh  he  fpoke  fre- 
quently, his  eloquence  procured  him  little  applaufe 

'  Chabot  h  laid  by  Mr«  Fennel  to  be  the  Ton  of  «  baker,  and  (o 
hsiYe  diftinguiihed  himlelf  b>  libertiniims  of  the  iroft  luathibme  and 
inceftuotis  kind  J  but  a»  that  gentleman  appeais  to  have  bt  en  mifin- 
formed  in  moft  of  his  perfonal  anecdo(e$  of  the  Jacobins,  I  do  noty  on 
this  occafion,  quote  him  with  ib  much  confidence  as  on  other  topics* 
Sec  Review  of  Proceedings  at  Paris,  p.  4.%o, 

y  bee  his  fpeech  rn  the  conyention  9ttj  Nov.  if^%» 

*  Mercure  Francois,  No.  du  to  Septenihre  1791,  p.  169. 

*  BarruePs  Hiftory  of  the  Clergv,  Part  I.  p.  8a.  Mercure  Francois, 
No.  du  1  OAobre  17919  p.  fa.     Alfo  fee  his  fpeech  above. mentiontd* 

^  Mercure  Fran^ois^  Not*  du  10  Septembre^  et  du  1  Oftobre  179^' 

or 
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or  notice,  except  from  the  galleries.  It  was  calcu<- 
lated  to  give  currency  to  all  the  untruths  invented 
by  the  Jacobins,  and  pradicability  to  all  their 
fchemes.  He  rendered  jiimfeif  coiifpicuous  on  the 
firft  meeting  of  the  legiflative  aflembly,  when  M. 
ift  oa.  Cerutti  made  a  fpeech  as  a  preface  to  his  motion  of 
'^''*  thanks  to  the  conftituent  aflembly,  for  their  conftitu- 
tion,  which  he  affirmed  to  be  immortal^  and  to  have 
faved  and  regenerated  the  French  empire.  Chabot 
began  his  animadverfions  by  declaring  that  he 
thought  it  too  much  to  aflert  that  the  conftitution 
was  the  mod  perfect  poi&ble ;  but  was  filenced  by  the 
difapprobation  of  the  aflembly  and  galleries  ^.  The 
leifon  he  received  on  this  occsifion,  taught  him  to  be 
more  guarded  in  his  oppofition  to  popular  opinions, 
and  he  was  afterwards  generally  on  the  flrongefl 

s6th  Not.  fide.  He  was  made  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
infpedion  decreed  by  this  aflembly '. 

Rancour        His  principal  chara&eriftic  was  an  unceafing  hatred 

kf n!r1^  '***  of  and  contempt  for  the  king  and  royalty,  which 
he  difplayed  on  the  moft  frivolous  as  well  as  the  moft 
important  occafions.  He  omitted  no  opportunity  of 
infulting  the  degraded  monarch ;  he  was  the  firft 

»6ibNoT.  who  flood  in  his  prefence  with  his  hat  on*, 
and  was  one  of  the  deputation  of  four  who  ex* 

4th  Feb.  cited  a  tumult  in  the  aflembly,  by  their  ridiculous 
>79»-  complaint  that  the  king  had  received  them  without 
having  both  the  folding  doors  of  his  prefence 
chamber  opened  ^  He  was  actively  engaged  in  dr* 
culating  the  report  of  an  Auflrian  committee,  and 
on  this  point  carried  his  audacity  to  fo  great  an 
Mty.  excefs,  that  M«  la  Riviere,  a  worthy  magiftrate  of 
Paris,  arrefted  him,  together  with  Merlin  and  Ba- 
zire.  The  Jacobins  raifed  a  furious  clamour  in 
behalf  of  their  colleagues,  and  obtained  their  dif- 

c  Drhaten.    Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  316. 

^  Debates.  «  Gouilenieiz*$  Epoeba.  '  Debates. 

charge. 
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charge  <•  Chabot  made  a  violent  fpeech  in  the  a(rem«  19th  May. 
bly  on  the  dangers  he  had  incurred  with  refpe^t  to 
his  perfon  and  fortune,  in  fruftrating  the  intrigues  of 
the  court,  and  fulfilling  his  duties  as  a  member  of 
the  committee  ''• 

He  was  at  this  period  one  of  the  cabal  who  held  Hit 
their  treacherous  affemblies  at  the  houfe  of  Roland,  ^^^^^ , 
where  the  BriiTotmes  were  plotting  the  ruin  of  the  aniicc* 
court.     At  one  of  thefe  -  conferences  Chabot  dif- 
played  his  cowardice  and  hypocrify  in  a  remarkable 
manner.    He  fuggefled  a  wifli  that  the  court  would 
attempt  the  lives  of  fome  of  the  patriotic  deputies  as 
it  would  excite  an  infurre£tion,  and  made  a  long 
harangue  on  the  advantages  which  would  refult  from 
fuch  an  a£t.     Grangeneuve,  who  liftened  attentively 
to  his  difcourfe,  took  an  opportunity  of  addrefling 
him  in  private.    He  faid,  he  was  (truck  with  his 
reafoning,  but  the  court  was  too  fagacious  to  afford 
fuch  an  expedient ;  the  fadion  muft  fupply  it  for 
themfelves.     ^^  Do  you,''  added  he,   ^'  find  a  man 
"  to  ftrike  the  blow,  I  will  be  the  viftim."    The 
Capuchin  affeded  to  be  charmed  with  tho  heroiim 
of  this  refolution,  he  infifted  on  iharing  the  glory, 
and  it  was  finally  agreed,  that  as  two  vi&ms  would 
be  better  than  one,  he  fhould  procure  aflaffins, 
Grangeneuve  and  he  (hould  be  murdered,  and  the 
difgraee  of  having  perpetrated  the  a£lion  Ihould  be 
thrown  on  the  court.     This  iniquitous  fcheme  was 
fruftrated  by  the  cowardice  of  Chabot ;  he  fixed  a^ 
time  for  the  execution  of  the  projeS,  Grangeneuve 
attended,  but  neither  prieil  or  executtoAer  came; 
the  tragi-comic  farce  of  mock  patriotifm  was  not 
played,  and  the  perfecuted  court  efcaped  one  pro* 
jeded  calumny '.    But  though  Chabot  occafioned 

t  Impartial  Hifloryj  vol.  ii.  p.  30.  Moore^a  View,  fol.  ii«  p.  46$. 
Bcrtrand*»  Memoirs  fol.  ii.  p«i78.  iSi.  See  alfo  Le  Defenleur  de 
la  Conltuution  par  Robefpienft,  p.  S5.     See  BmstoT. 

*  Debates. 

^■The  ftoryia  told  lA  tbif  manner  b/  madame  Roland,  Appeal^ 
to),  i,  p.  Iff. 

the 


V 


PZ4  CHABCiT; 

the  failure  of  this  villainous  fchelfie,  he  afterwardi 
boafted  of  it,  and  aflumed  to  himfdf  all  the  honors 
of  patriotirm.  It  is  not  a  little  extraordinary,  thae 
both  thefe  confpirators,  who  thus  affefted-  a  fuper- 
natural  degree  of  patriotifm,  had  given  proofs  of 
their  pufiUaninlity.  GrangeneUve  was  caned  by 
M.  Jaucourt,  a  member  of  the  aflembly,  and  made 
his  compladnt  to  the  legiflature;  Chabot  efcaped 
the  fame  difcipline  by  remonftrating,  that  it  would 
refled  no  honor  on  a  colonel  to  beat  a  poor 
Capuchin  *". 
J^AJune.  In  the  evening  which  preceded  the  dreadful 
iniWrec!  twentieth  of  June,  Chabot  was  amongft  the  moft 
•io".  active  promoters  of  the  infurreftion  ;  he  harangued 
the  populace  from  the  pulpit  of  the  church  des  Enfans 
Trouves^  upwards  of  three  hours,  uttering  the  moft 
inflammatory  calumnies,  and  exciting  the  people  to 
violence'.  The  reafon  he  afterwards  allignad  for 
his  conduft,  was  his  defire  to  give  the  infurreftion  a 
proper  bias,  and  to  prevent  its  being  made  a  mere 
engine  for  the  advancement  of  a  few  intriguing  in- 
dividuals, who  had  been  difmiffed  from  the  miniftry, 
and  were  determined  to  recover  their  ports  at  any 
rate*".  This  affertion  was^  not  true  as  to  Chabot 
bimfelf,  for  he  continued  his  "iittachment  to  Roland 
for  fome  time  afterguards ;  but  it  affords  a  fuffident 
illurtration  of  the  treachery  of  thofe  unprincipled 
intriguers. 
lethAag.  Between  that  day  and  the  more  fatal  tenth  of 
Auguft,  plots  of  the  dirkeft  kind  and  of  the  moft 
extenfive  nature  were  formed  and  carried  on  by  the 
Jacobins.  Chabot  was  aftive  irt  giving'  them  effeft  ; 
he  was  employed  to  keep  alive  the  popular  fury  by 
every  calumny  which  their  malice  couM'  devife  and 

k  Peltier's  late  Plflure  of  Paris,  vol.  i.  f,  506.  Fcnners  Review 
of  Proceedings,  p.  aiz. 

1  Conjuration  dc  d' Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  ry$.  Moore^s  Journal^ 
vol.  ii.  p  1*5.     Fennel's  Review  of  Proceedings^  p.  6^ 

■  Kobefpiftrre  a  fes  Comraettans,  vol.  i.  p.  96. ' 

his 


AAive 
exertions. 


his  impudence  coul4  utter.    He  made  violent  de- 
clamations at  the  Jacobins  againfl:  the  court  and  againft 
la  Fayette,  who  at  that  time  appeared  its  protedor^ 
He  openly  declared  that  general  a  traitor,  and  that 
every  good  Frenchman  ought  to  ihoQt  him  like  a 
mad  dog " ;  and  aflerted,  that   tfae  national  guards 
who  remained  attached  to  the  ikiog  were  chfvalien 
du  poignard  in  difguife  ^.     He  openly  recommended 
the  extermination  of  all  the  major  brandies  of  thf 
royal  family  ;  *^  and  as  to  the  boy/'  meaning,  the 
Dauphin,  he  faid,  ^^  the  apothecary  muft  purge;  the 
"  country  of  him  p."     On  the  tenth  of  Augtift^ 
when  the  fufpenfion  of  royalty  was  decrejed,.Chabot 
moved  that  a  man  who  had  been  outrageous  in  in- 
fulting  the  king  on  the  twentieth  of  June,  fhould  be 
the  bearer  of  this  news  to  the  pe<^4e«     The  laaa 
was  called  Clement,  and  the  reafon  given  for  thif 
preference  was  the  humane  quality  impUed  ia  the 
naine ;  but  as  Clement  was  the  name  of  the  afl^n 
of  Henry  III.  the  aiTociation*  of  Chabot's  idea^ .  will 
be  more  naturally  accounted  iox\    He  difplayed 
his  rancour  and  unfeeling  infolence  while  the  unfor* 
tunate  royal  iamily  were  in  the  box  of  the  Logo* 
grapbe.      He  laid  that  all  the  bloodihed  of  that  day   . 
and  all  the  miferies  of  the  country  were  owing  to 
the  perjury  of  that  traitor,  and  illuftrated  his  fpeech 
by  pointing  a(  the  king  ^     He  well  knew  that  the 
bloodihed  of  the  day  was  preconcerted  by  the  fadiou 
to  which  he  was  attached,  and  that  the  maflacres 
were  fubftituted  for  the  pitiful  contrivance  plotted 
by  him  and  Grangeiieuve. 

'  His  ailiftance  in  thefe  two  confpiracies  rendered  %d  Sept; 
him  a  worthy  confidant  of  the  projeftors  of  thej^^j^^"* 
September  maSOfacres*    He  joined  Robefpierre's  party  maflkcm; 

"  Fenners  Review  of  Proceed! ngs»  p*  455* 
®  Hiftorical  Account  of  Events  by  a  National  Guardy  p.  }• 
P  Conjuration  d^  d*0rlean8,  vol.  iii.  p.  166.  ^ 

4  Debates.     SeeFfcflDer»  RevieWof  Proceedings,  p.  94. 
r  Debates.    Moore*t  Journal >  vol.  i«  p.  99« 
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againft  Roland,  and  was  admitted  to  (hare  the  direc* 
tion  of  that  day.  Beaumarchais,  the  wellrknown 
dramatic  author,  who  had  ridiculed  Chabot  as  a 
Capucin  defroquS^  nearly  fell  a  vi£Um  to  his  revenge  \ 
During  the  carnage  the  aifembly  fent  Chabot  as  a 
commiffioner  to  the  Abbaye  to  check  the  effufion  of 
Mood  ;  he  went  to  the  prifon,  remained  for  a  while 
a  tranquil  fpedator  of  the  murders  committed  by  a 
handful  of  hired  aiTaffins,  and  on  his  return  made  a 
pompous  report,  that  he  had  paflfed  under  an  arch 
of  ten  thoufand  fwords,  with  a  view  to  infpire  the 
belief  that  all  P^ris  was  aflifling  in  thefe  abominable 

^  Sept.  fcenes  '•  A  report  having  prevailed  that  the  crown 
of  France  was  to  be  offered  to  the  duke  of  York  or 
the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  Chabot  move4,  that  all  the 
members  of  the  affembly  fhould  take  an  oath  never 
to  permit  fuch  an  event,  and  he  was  deputed  to 
harangue  the  feflions  on  the  fubjefl  "*• 

Exerts  He  was  ele6led  member  of  the  national  convention 

}J21!  ^"^  ^^^  the  department  of  Loire  et  Cher^  fo  that  he  ftiU 
continued  to  reprefent  his  old  conftituents.  When 
fecure  of  a  feat  himfelf,  he  prepared  the  people  of 
Paris  for  the  reception  of  Marat  as  a  deputy,  by  a 
fpeech  at  the  Jacobin  club  replete  with  abfurdity. 
He  argued  that  Marat  was  not  fanguinary,  becaufe 
he  propofed  to  leave  ninety-nine  furvivors  for  one 
perfon  murdered ;  that  he  was  npt  an  incendiary, 
becaufe  he  did  not  propofe  to  bum  the  property  of 
thofe  he  plundered,  but  to  give  it  to  the  fans 
adottes  \ 

Marricf  •        Chabot  was  confiderably  enriched  by  the  plunder 
of  the  prifoners ;  in  order  to  conceal  the  true  fource 
of  his  wealth,  he  accepted  the  offer  of  the  two  Freys, 
Dutch  bankers,  and  married  their  fifter.     Thefe . 
Dutchmen,  fenfible  of  the  perilous  flate  of  their  pro* 

•  PeUier*»  late  Figure  of  ParU,  rol.  li.  |>.  %^7» 

t  Idem,  p.  347*    Barruel*»  Hittory  ol'  the  Clergy^  Part  iii,  p.  115* 
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perty>ihought  the  protedion  of  a  deputy  cheaply  pur-- 
chafed  with  two  hundred  thoufand  livres  (8750/.)  '• 
But  the  tie  of  matrimony  could  hardly  bind  Urn 
who  ^had  fliewn  fo  manifeft  a  contempt  for  every 
pther;  his  luxurious  and  abandoned  life  were  as 
great  a  reproach  to  morality,  as  his  fentiments  and 
appearance  were  to  humanity  and  decency*.  He 
was  remarkable  for  affefting  a  flovenly,  and  even 
dirty  appearance }  he  vied  with  Marat  for  precedency 
in  fUtlunefs  \ 

In  the  convention  he  was  a  zealous  Mountaineer,  Condu£^ 
the  follower  of  Marat  in  every  fcheme  of  plunder,  »» thecon- 
diforganization,  and  murder.    In  the  trial  of  Louis  ^!T*1"' 
XVI.  he  voted  for  death  with  execution  of  the  fen-  I793. 
tence  in  four-and*twenty  hours,  and  moved  that  the  sift  jan« 
king  (hould  be  interred  not  in  the  tomb  of  his  an- 
ceftors^  but  in  the  ufual  burying  place  of  the  fedion  ^ 
He  was  employed  to  inflame  the  populace  againfl 
perfons  and  opinions,  adverfaries  to  the  views  of  his 
faftion.     He  was  an  aftive  promoter  of  the  infur«  3,11  Mar* 
reftion  which  drove  the  Briffotines  from  the  conven- 
tion ^ ;    he  denounced  la  Source,   and  afterwards  ift  June. 
Condorcet  *.    He  gave  an  account  to  the  legiflature  *^**  J***^* 
of  the  aflailination  of  Marat,  and  denounced  Fan*  ^¥^  Juiy. 
chet  and  Duperret,  as  acceflaries  of  Charlotte  Cor* 
day,  to  which  he  is  faid  to  have  been  inftigated  by 
Robefpierre  *.   He  greatly  contributed  to  the  triumph 
of  the  Mountain  over  the  Briflbtines,  and  appeared 
as  a  witnefs  againft  thofe  deputies  on  their  trial. 
After  their  execution,  he  lived  in  the  mod  profligate 
extravagance  and  bare&ced  peculation ;  he  publicly 
received  money  for  procuring  the  enlargement  of 
prifoners  and  for  paflports,  and  extorted  large  fums 

/  New  Annual  Regifter  for  17949  p.  355. 

*  St  e  Tableau  dca  Prir»Dt  foua  Robefpieire. 

*  Moore's  Journal,  toI.  i.  p.  454..  ^  Debates. 
<  C^arat^t  Memoirt,  p.  i^f.,  <  Ocbatef. 
■  Conrpiracyof  Robefpierre^  p,  iia. 
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by  threatening  and  confining  thofe  who  trere  able  to 
pay  for  thdr  fafcty  or  liberty  ^ 

Hit  em-         Robefpierre,  who  permitted  his  inferior  agents  to 

^^^  render  themfdves  odious  by  every  fpedesof  corruption,  ^ 
that  he  might  find  lefs  obftacfes  to  their  ddlruftion 
when  fpleen,  jealoufy,  or  fear  rendered  it  expedient, 
at  length  withdrew  his  countenance  from  this  worth- 
lefs  apoftate.  Chabot  was  reduced  to  a  fituation  oi 
extreme  peril ;  he  was  overloaded  with  plunder,  of 
which  he  dared  not  avow  the  poflefiion,  but  affefted 
to  aver  that  he  had  no  property  except  what  was 
fettled  on  his  wife  ^  His  connexion  with  the  two 
Freys,  which  was  iaid  to  eirtend  to  fome  ftock-job- 
bing  tranikdions  \  augmented  his  embarraflment* 
He  was  obliged  to  oppofe  fome  decrees  moved  by 
Robefpierre's  confidants  againft  the  rich  and  againft 
fordgners,  but  he  fought  to  make  amends  by  his 
exertions  againft  the  fufpeded,  and  againft  the  priefts, 
whom  Robefpierre  had  ceafed  to  perfecute  with  his 

sodk  Sept.  accuftomed  malignity.     Chabot  oppofed  the  arreft 
of  the  bankers,  and  moved  that  they  might  ftill  be  ' 

i«tb  oav  at  liberty  to  carry  on  their  bufinefs.  He  alfo  moved, 
that  the  fordgners  fhould  not  be  fent  to  prifon  with- 
out previous  examination.  In  both  thef^  efibrts  he 
was  over-ruled,  and  on  the  latter  occafion  was  fharp-« 
ly  reprimanded  by  the  tyrant.  He  now  became  con- 
fcipus  of  his  approaching  deftrudion,  yet  he  endea^ 
voured  to  avert  his  fate  by  voluntary  facrifices  and 
^A  Nov.  exaggerated  profeifions.  He  made  a  fpeech  to  the 
convention,  in  which,  with  a  view  to  prove  his  pa^ 
triotifm,  he  recapitulated  the  tran&fiions  of  his  early 
life  ;  he  renounced  his  falary  as  epifcopal  vicar,  with 

^  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  170.    Etat  de  1«  France,  p.  70.      He 

liad  always  been  remarkably  venal  and  rapacious,  and  is  faid  ro  have 

'  received  from  M.  de  Narbonne,   in  the  conrfe  of  his  adminiftration* 

fifty  thoufand  crowns  (6x50/.)  for  pretended  fervices.    Conjuration 

de  d'Orleans,  vol.  Hi.  p.  169. 

S  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  74.. 

k  See  Amar*s  report^  16th  March  i794>« 
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a  declaration  that  he  would  not  have  held  it  fo  long 
had  he  not  been  apprehenfive  that  another  incum- 
bent could  not  be  found  equally  willing  to  renounce 
it  for  the  public  good.  He  faid  that  his  wife's  for- 
tune was  fufficient  to  fupply  the  moderate  wants  of 
two  welkmeaning  republicans  $  that  his  wife  was  as 
good  a  republican  as  himfelf ;  and  that  if  even  her 
property  was  neceffary  to  the  good  of  the  ftate  (he 
was  ready  to  rcfigja  it  *, 

This  fpeech  was  applauded  by  the  galleries;  it 
produced  no  immediate  animadverfion,  but  it  could 
not  prevent  the  deftru£lion  of  the  orator.     He  was  »^^^  Nor- 
foon  afterwards  arrefted,  and  fent  to  the  Concier-  ^"*  ** '  . 
gerie,  where,  intending  to  poifon  himfelf,  he  fwal« 
lowed  a  dofe  of  corrofive  fublimate,  infufficient  to 
deftroy  him,  but  which  produced  the  mod  excru* 
ciating  tortures.     He  was  recovered  in  the  infirmary 
of  the  prifon,  tried  with  Danton  and  the  reft  of  that  5th  April 
party,  on  a  ridiculous  charge  of  having  confpired  to  'j?^^'  ^^^ 
cffeft  a  counter-revolution,  and  on  one  more  true,  exccuttd. 
though  as  little  proved,  of  corruption.     He  behaved 
mth  firmnefs  on  his  trial,  and  went  to  the  guillotine 
without  exhibitinganyfymptomsoffearorrepentance*'. 
His  fall  excited  nocommiferation,forAmarhadfcarce>- 
]y  brought  up  the  report  againft  him  before  moft  of 
the  fefhons  of  Paris,  and  deputations  from  furround*> 
ing  places,  attended  at  the  bar  to  congratulate  the 
invention  cm  the  probability  of  his  execution* 

1  Debates. 
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]iom  ;„      /^LOOTZ  wa8  boni  in  the  dominions  of  the  king 

t^rttflia.      ^^  of  Pruflia^  is  laid  to  have  been  of  noble  extrao- 

Changet     tion,  and  to  have  pofle0ed  a  confiderable  eftate.     Ha 

kisname.  ig  caUed  Anochorfuy  in  compliance  with  his  own 

whim,  for  he  was  chrillened   'Jean  J^aftifte^.    At 

the  beginning  of  the  revolution  he  ufed  to  write  let« 

ters  which  were  printed  in  the  newfpapers  with  the 

fignaturc  xOf  Clootz  the  Truffian  ;  afterwards  he  a£t 

fum^  the  name  of  Vol  de  Grace ^  which  he  borrow-^ 

ed  from  the  fe£don  in  which  he  lived ;  lailly,  he, took. 

the  name  of  Anacbarjis  from  the  Scythian  philoftn 

pher,  and  fuperadded  the  title  of  Orator  af  the  Hu^ 

man  Race  ". 

Bfcomcta      Upder  this  ludicrous  title,  and  by  the  recom«9 

Jacobin,     mendation  of  fome  writings  which  might  have  pafle<| 

for  the  effiiflons  of  a  bedlamite,  he  attra^ed  the 

notice  of  the  Parifians.     He  was  a  noify  member  of 

the  Jacobin  club,  and  was  faid  to  be  the  agent  of 

iimilar  focieties  forming  in  Pruffia  "•     This  report  i$, 

equally  improbable  with  .the  alTertion  of  Brifibt,  that 

he  was  an  agent  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  at  Paris,  an4 

that  the  monarch  preferved  his  eflates  for  his  ufe  % 

1  See  Briflbt  a  fet  Commettant,  p,  (9.  Mift  WiIliaiD«*s  Letten  in 
1794.*  vol.  ii.  p.  18. 

"*  Phyfair>  Hiftory  of  Jaeobintfm,  p.  179.  Hiftorical  EflajT  on  th^ 
Atnhition  and  Conqueftt  of  France^  p.  161  • 

^  peltier^s  late  PiAure  of  Paris,  Tot.  i.  p.  jSo. 

^  Briflot  si  fet  Commettant^  p.  69,  n« 
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When  he  was  fo  well  known  that  no  abfurdity  »9»^  Jun« 
-would  excite  furprife,  he  was  employed  by  the  Jaco-  A«emis 
bins,  before  the  grand  confederation,  to  give  im-  theafftm- 
portance  to  the  feftival  by  a  ridiculous  prelude.  He  ^^^' 
collefted  a  troop  from  the  dregs  of  the  people,  con- 
fiding of  Savoyards,  pedlars,  teachers  of  language^, 
and  vagabonds,  whom  he  habited  in  mafquerade 
dreflfes,  partly  fupplied  from  the  wardrobe  of  thie 
opera  houfe,  to  reprefent  all  the  nations  of  the 
world.  At  the  head  of  thefe  he  himfelf  attended, 
and  delivered  a  bombaft  fpeech,  which  received  the 
^eateft  applaufes  from  the  alTembly  *"•  This  ridicu* 
k>u6  attendance  and  fpeech  were  ufed  as  preparatives 
to  the  abolition  of  titles,  which  was  propofed  the 
(ame  day  \  The  effefts  were  not  fo  honorable  to 
.Anacharfis,  as  advantageous  to  his  employers  ;  his 
dwelling  was^  the  next  day,  befet  by  a  clamorous 
mob,  who  demanded  payment  for  lofs  of  time  and 
the  hire  of  their  dreifes ;  he  made  an  attempt  to 
transfer  the  debt  to  the  minifter,  M.  de  Liancourt, 
but  was,  in  the  end,  obliged  to  enter  into  a  com- 
promife  '• 

Clootz  continued  to  write,  to  make  fpeeches  at  »*^h  Dec 
the  Jacobins,  and  to  appear  occafionally  in  the;  at  H,»Vettcr. 
fembly.  He  was  amongft  the  ear  lied  republicans  % 
and  when  the  declaration  of  war  againfl:  the  emperor 
•was  in  agitation,  fent  a  letter  to  the  legiflative  affem- 
bly,  requeuing  leave  to  prefent  his  ideas  at  the  bar, 
and  afluring  them  that  the  permiOion  would  be  no 
lols  to  the  2^embly,  and  to  the  world  at  large.    Tbi« 

P  Hiftorical  Sketcb.  p.  iSi.  Mifs  WiUtams*s  Letters  in  T794'ff 
▼ol.  ii.  p.  19.  This  laJy  fays  tb«  Icenc  took  pUce  foon  after  the  10th 
«f  Aitgtifl  179ft  S  ^"^  '^^^  ^*  *  miftakt.  Playfuir*t  Hiflory  of  Jaco- 
binifm«  p.  %%%*  Hiftorical  Eflayon  theConqueQs  and  Ambition  of 
France,  p.  157. 

<l  Debates.  Hiftorical  EiTay,  &c.  p.  161.  Playfair*t  Jacobinifib, 
p.  ate.  •« 

'  Mifs  Williannf*t  Lettcra  in  1794.9  vol.  ii.  p.  19.  Lettre  d*ua 
FrBn9ais  a  un  Anf^lais,  p.  41.  n. 

*  CanjttfattOD  tie  d*Orica&s»  vol.  iii.  p.  sji* 

u  2  letterj^ 


«9*  ClOOTZ. 

letter,  the  brevity  of  which  was  the  only  compenfa^? 
tion  for  its  exccffive  abfurdity,  was  dated,  "  The 
**  capital  of  the  globe,  in  the  third  year  of  liberty,'* 
and  figned  **  Anacharfis  Clootz,  orator  of  the  hu- 
*'  man  race  '.'^     He  attended  the  affembly  the  next 
day,  and  made  a  fpeech  of  two  hours,  which  was 
not  inferior  in  abfurdity  to  his  letter,  and  contained 
many  infulting  refle&ions  on  all  the  kings  in  Europe. 
It  was,  however,  highly  applauded  by  the  aflfembly 
and  the  galleries,  and  gradoufly  anfwered  by  the 
prefident. 
»o!h  Jan.        Encouraged  by  this  favourable  reception,  he  nopt 
wmis  to    2iddreffed  a  letter  to  the  affembly,  beginning  thus, 
the  affem-   **  The  orutorofthe  human  race^  to  the  legijlators  of  the 
^^y*  ^^  human  race — greeting^*    The  purport  of  the  letter 

did  not  difappoint  thofe  who  expe£ted  a  copious  dis- 
play of  folly  and  prefumption.  He  prefented  to  the 
affembly  a  book  of  two  volumes,  intitled,  "  La  Cer^ 
*'  titude  des  Preuves  du  Mahonietifme^  et  les  Vtzux  d^un 
*•  Gallophile^*  He  informed  the  affembly,  that  he 
had  invented  a  moral  wild-fire^  made  a  tender  of  his 
literary  fortune,  and  faid,  he  only  waited  for  the  ap. 
pearance  of  the  manifefto  of  France  againft  tyrants, 
to  offer  his  pecuniary  fortune  and  his  life.  This  ad- 
drefs  was  too  extravagant  to  obtain  honorable  men- 
tion ;  the  motion  to  that  effefl  was  fet  afide  by  the 
order  of  the  day  "• 
lift  April  War  being  declared,  and  the  Jacobin  minifhy 
fpctc"a*  appointed,  he  again  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  made 
the  bar.  ^  another  jurious  harangue,  in  wh^ch  was  the  follow- 
ing obfervation  :  "  God  is  powerful,  and  afferts  his 
**  will — We  are  powerful,  and  alTert  ours. — Free 
^*  men  are  the  gods  of  the  earth  I*'  At  the  end  of 
his  fpeech  he  offered  at  thejhrine  of  the  con/iitutional 
deity  a  copy  of  his  book  called  La  Repiiblique  Uni^ 
verjelle^  and  twelve  thoufand  livres  (525  /.). — ^Thjg 

• 

\  Ofbatof.  V  Debatea, 
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*» 


t>afriollc  donatibii  procured  him  the  honors  of  the  fit« 
tingy  and  mention  in  the  bulletin  \ 

The  book  ^hich  he  prefented  to  the  aflembly  con- 
tained a  projed  of  uniting  all  mankind  under  one 
government,  and  making  them  all  fpeak  one  lan« 

Suage,  the  French.  He  propofed,  fo  foon  as  France 
lould  have  conquered  all  her  enemies^  that  every 
nation  fliould  fend  its  reprefentatives  to  Paris :  he 
had  even  allotted  the  different  countries  into  depart- 
ments ;  England  was  to  be  called  Departemnt  de  la 
Itanufe  ''• 

He  was,  at  this  periodj  conneded  with  the  Briffo-  J9'h  J""^ 
tines,  and  employed  by  them  in  preaching  blood, 
anarchy,  and  Slaughter.  In  the  orgies  which  pre- 
ceded the  irruption  into  the  king's  palace,  he  fat  as 
toaftmader  at  a  table  in  the  Champs  Elijeesy  where 
Chabot  harangued,  and  Dugazon  fang  *.  He  was 
£b  confidentially  employed  by  that  fa&ion,  that  it  was 
currently  rumoured  ihe  offer  of  the  crown  of  France 
to  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  was  to  be  made  through 


His  exer<* 


After  the  overthrow  of  royalty,  he  once  more  p*^^^^'** 
made  his  appearance  at  the  bar  of  the  affembly,  and  to^reire'* 
propofed  to  raife  a  legion  of  Pruifians  to  march .  to  ics'^^a. 
th^  frontiers,  which  fhould  be  called  Legion  Vandale : 
his  fpeech  was  filled  with  glorious  prophecies  ;  thefe 
vi^t  no  lefs  acceptable  to  the  affembly  than  his  mi- 
litary projeft,  which  was  decreed.     His  popularity  J^*^^."** 
indicated  him  as  a  proper  perfon  to  receive  the  ho-  \xtA. 
nors  of  naturalization,  which  were  accordingly  con- 
ferred on  him,  together  with  Pain,  PriefUey,  Mackin- 
toih  ^,  and  others. 

It  is  not  certain,  whether  he,  perfonally,  took  any    ^  Sept. 
fliare  in  the  maffacre  of  the  prifoners,  but  he  was  a  ^l^^^^ 

s  Debates. 

r  Miff  MTiJliama^t  Lettcrt  in  17^  toI.  ti.  p,  19. 

*  Conjuration  de  d*Orlcant»  vol.  lii.  p.  175,    Fennel*!  Refitw  of 
proceedings,  p.  61. 

•  Mercurc  FnuB^oIs,  N^  du  %t  JuUlet  179a* 
^  DelNites. 
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coilftant  approver  and  defender  of  them.    He  in* 
vented  the  word  Septembrifery  to  exprefs,  without 
exciting  an  idea  of  crime,  the  a6l  of  deftroying  a 
sd  Sept.  helplefs  and  dcfencelefs  enemy  ^.    While  this  horrl- 
l>  RoUnd*  ble  carnage  was  at  its  height  he  was  introduced  to 
'  madame  Roland's  dinner  parties,  where  he  diftin« 
guiflied  himfelf  by  his  eulogy  of  the  proceedings  at 
the  prifons,  by  his  voracious  appetite  and  vulgar 
manners  ^.    He  was  fo  coldly  received  that  he  foon 
renounced  the  acquaintance,  and  enlifted  himfelf 
among  the  decided  opponents  of  the  miniiten 
Afember        He  was  eleded  member  of  the  convention  for  the 
^j"^^^?^^^'  departement  de  FOife^  and  was  a  ftrenuous  mounw 
tameer.    He  made  no  great  figure,  ipoke  but  feU 
dom,  and  was  never  called  to  the  prefident*8  chain 
During  their  conteft  with  the  BriflTotines,  he  render* 
iA  Robefpierre  and  his  friends  a  confiderable  fervictf 
by  a  pamphlet,  intitled  Ni  Roland^  ni  Marat^  which 
iN^as  much  applauded  by  the  party  for  whofe  intereft 
it  was  written,  and  produced  an  angry  reply  froffl 
the  minifter,  or  his  wife  %     On  the  king's  trial,  hd 
voted  againft  the  appeal  to  the  people,  and  for  death, 
accompanying  each  decifion  with  acrimonious  re* 
fleftions,  delivered  in  a  ftyle  peculiar  to  himfelf. 
Hf«  atbc^       Clootz  was  a  violent  Cordelier.     In  his  fpeecbe^ 
*  "*•         to  the  legiflative  aflcmbly,  he  mentioned  the  tasdt 
of  the  Supreme  Being  with  levity,  but  he  afterwiufdf 
profeffed  himfelf  an  Atheift,  and  carried  his  profeac- 
nefs  to  fuch  an  excefs  that  he  was  called  the  perfind 
enenty  of  Jefus  Cbriji  \     He  wrote  a  book  proving 
the  nothingnefs  of  religion,  which  he  pfefented  to 
the  convention,  with  an  afTurance  that  it  was  thd 
fruit  of  fifteen  hours  labour  every  day  for  four 

*  Peltier^s  late  Pi£lure,  vol.  ii.  p.  4t».    BrilTot  a  fes  Comniettaiif» 
p.  17  and  69. 

.    «*  Appeal  to  Impartial  Poftofity,  tgI.  i.  p.  T03,  4,  5,  6. 
'  ^*  See  Robefpierre  a  it%  CoitimettanSy  vol.  i«  p.  x'jt*     Mercore 
l^ran^oift,  N^  du  x  Decembre  1791. 

f  Memoiree  d*uD  DeKnu,  p.  ^6f  ^c.  &e. 
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years*.    It  was  by  his  inftigation  that  Gobet  at-  »ftNov* 
tended  at  the  bar  of  the  convention,  and  renounced  *^^^* 
his   religion ;    and  when  the  ceremony  was  over, 
Clootz's  wife  ptopofed  that  a  ftatue  ihould  be  ereft- 
cd  to  the  firft  bilhop  who  had  abjured  the  gofpel. 

The  reign  of  atheifm  was  not  of  long  duration  :  3^^*^j.j^^* 
Robefpierre  obtained  from  the  convention  a  decree?  oHurfear, 
by  which  Clootz  was  deprived  of  his  feat,  feals  put  and  impri- 
on  his  papers,  and  himfelf  confined  in  the  prifon  of  ®°   * 
the  Luxembourg.    Here  he  feemed  to  harden  in 
atheifm  ;  he  even  reproached  Pain,  who  had  juft 
publilhed  the  jige  of  Reafon^  and  was  then  his  fel- 
low-ptifoner,  for  retaining  too  many  political  and 
religious  prejudices  **•     He  was  brought  before  the  J'*  ^^^* 
revolutionary  tribunal,  together  with  Hebert  and  his  Tried  md 
party.     He  appealed  to  the  human  race,  Whofe  ora-  executed. 
tor  he  had  been ;  but  none  of  his  clients  interfered, 
and  he  was  condemned  to  death.     The  night  which 
preceded  their  execution  was  paiTed  by  the  reft  of 
the  condemned  in  complaint  and  mutual  accufation^ 
till  Clootz  finlftied  the  difputes  by  repeating  with  a 
loud  voice,    the  apologue,  beginning,  "  Je  revais 
**  cetle  nuitj  que  de  mat  confume  /"  well  known  by 
the  Englifli  tranflation, 

<*  I  drieamt  that,  gathered  to  my  ffcUow  clay, 
**  Clofe  to  a  common  beggar's  fide  I  lay,^  &c 

This  quotation,  convincing  the  difputants  that  all 
their  diflFerences  would  be  foon  compromifed  by 
ihanxig  one  common  lot,  brought  them  to  a  more 
pacific  difpofition.  He  then  exhorted  them  to  die 
with  refolution,  and  endeavoured  to  confirm  their 
atheiftical  principles,  and  ftifie  the  reproaches  of 
confcience.  His  efforts  failed  with  moft  of  his 
friends,  who  betrayed  the  ,moft  dreadful  alarms;- 
but  Clootz  himfelf  died  with  a  firmnefs  not  to  be 
expeded  from  his^  principles '. 

S  Mifs  Wtlliaim^s  Lcttcri  in  tjf^^  Vol.it.  p.  176. 

ii  Idem,  p.  177. 

^  Memoirct  d'un  Detenv*  p.  76. 
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npHE  family  of  Caritat  de  Condorcet  was  one  of 
^  the  moft  ancient  in  the  principality  of  Orange. 
It  was  divided  into  two  branches,  the  younger  of 
which  was  eftabliflied  in  Picaidy.  The  marquis  de 
Condorcet,  fo  much  celebrated  in  the  annals  of  the 
revolution,  was  defcended  from  this  branch.  He 
was  born  at  Avignon ',  received  a  good  education, 
and  applied  himfelf  particularly  to  the  ftudy  of 
mathematics  and  the  belles  lettres  "*• 

He  was  early  in  life  introduced  to  Voltaire  and 
d'Alembert,  and  from  them  imbibed  thofe  princi- 
ples of  fcepticifm,  which  afterwards  became  perfdS 
atheifm,  and  made  him  abhor  even  the  name  of  God  \ 
Under  thefe  preceptors  he  formed  his  mind,  and 
endeavoured  to  cultivate  a  fimilarity  of  tafte.  Hb 
was,  like  them,  a  correfpondent  of  the  great  Fre- 
derick, but  his  letters  indicate  no  fuperiority  of 
genius  or  elegance  of  fancy  •. 

After  the  death  of  Voltaire,  d'Alembert,  far  in- 
ferior  to  him  in  talents,  was  called  to  the  throne  of 
literature,  which  he  occupied  five  years.  -  Condorcet 
cultivated  his  friendlhip  with  the  greateft  ailiduity, 
and  af&fled  in  all  his  endeavours  to  propagate 
fyfteras  of  infidelity.     VSThen  d'Alembert  was  on  his 

I  Di^ionnaire  de  la  NobleHe,  pir  M.  de  la  Chenaye  De(bois» 
•l^ltier's  kite  Fi£lure  of  Paris,  vol.  i.  p-4-34- 

n  Memoiies  du  Jacobinilme  par  BarrueU  vol.  i.  p*  317. 

^  Idem,  vol.  i.  p.  6.  316.  et  paflim.  BarrucJ*s  H1A017  of  tbt 
Clergy,  p.  5. 

•  SiC  Ocuvres  Pbdhnnief  du  Roi  de  Pni&. 
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death-bed,  Condorcet,  fearful  that  in  his  Ia{!  mo- 
ments he  would  betray  fome  weaknefs,  and,  like 
Voltaire,  expofe  their  feft  to  ridicule,  watched  hini 
with  unabating  affiduity,  and  prevented  the  approach 
of  every  perfon  who  was  likely  to  prevail  on  him  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  comforts  of  religion.  D*  Alenvi 
bert,  though  affailed  by  all  the  horrors  of  remorfe, 
was,  by  Condorcet's  pernicious  vigilance,  prevented 
from  having  the  means  of  appealing  to  the  throne  of 
mercy.  But  though  he  appeared  fo  folicitous  for 
his  friend's  reputation,  and  fo  jealous  of  its  being 
ftained  by  any  charge  of  inconfiftency^  Cbndorcet 
in  a  moment  of  bafe  exultation  betrayed  the  fecret ; 
"  Sije  ne  m*etois  pas  trouve  /4,  ilfaifoit  le  plongeotij' 
was  his  exprefSon  ^. 

Condorcet  was  affiduous,  and  even  fervilc  in  his  Secretary 
attention  to  the  great  %  and  by  their  favor  was  Ic^Liy. 
nominated  perpetual  fecretary  to  the  academy  of 
fciences  at  Paris,  in  which  he  alfo  received  other 
honors '.     His  principal  claim  to  literary  reputation  * 

arifes  from  a  life  of  Voltaire,  which  accompanied  a 
complete  edition  of  his  works '.  He  alfo  wrote  fome 
trads,  which  are  now  little  known,  and  which  coa* 
veyed,  his  favourite  principles  of  infidelity. 

In  conformity  with  thefe  principles,  Condorcet  Freema- 
was  an  aftive  member  of  thofe  fodeties  which  me-  ^^**^ 
ditated  the  deftruftion  of  religion  and  government, 
under  pretence  of  forwarding  the  reign  of  philofophjr 
and  freedom.  He  was  an  aftive  member,  and  a 
diftinguiflied  office-bearer  in  the  different  lodges  of 
corrupted  free  mafonry  eftablifhed  in  France,  and 
had  already  made  fuch  progrefs  in  his  chimerical 

P  Memoires  du  Jacobinifme  par  Barniel,  vol.  i.  p.  38a.  DiAiCn- 
naire  Hittoricjuc,  An  il'Alembert. 

q  Peltier's  Utc  Pi^ tire  of  Paria,  vol.  i.  p.  <3«  See  alfo  Mercme 
Francis,  No.  du  19  Odo||rc  1791. 

'  Flower  of  the  Jacobins,  p.  33. 

•  See  Oeuvres  Compl^tca  de  Voltasre»  Alio  Mercure  Francois- 
Lttterairci  No.  da  14  Scptenbre  179a. 
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principles  of  pr^ended  philofophy,  that,  in  a  diJ^ 
courfe  delivered  at  the  Loge  des  Pbilalethes  at  Strafe 
burgh,    he   drew    the    outline    of  his    celebrated 
pofthumous  work,   called  Le  Progrh  de  FEfprii 
Htmain.     Condorcet  was  highly  refpeded  in  thefe 
lodges,  and  was  one  of  a  feledt  political  committee^ 
formed  from  the  lodge  which  took  the  name  of  Le 
Confraff  Social ". 
Ecoaonift.      Condorcet  was  alfo  one  of  the  fed  diftinguifhed  by 
the  title  of  economifts,  whofe  labours  were  highly  in- 
jurious to  government*.     He  diftinguiflied  himfelf 
by  an  anfwer  to  Necker's  effay  Sur  la  Legi/Iatian  des 
Grains  ^. 
Amidcf         He  was  alfo  one  of  the  regulating  committee  of 
N©in,       (j^g  fociety  of  Amis  des  Noirs,  intimately  concerned 
in  all  their  intrigues,  active  in  exciting  the  public 
hatred  againft  the  planters,  and  received  a  coniider- 
able  fliare  of  the  fums  fent  by  the  people  of  colour 
to  their  friends  in  Paris  '• 
Orlcanift.       Beinff  fo  aftively  engaged  in  thefe  focieties,  Con- 
dorcet had  attached  himfelf  to  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
and,  before   the  revolution,  wrote  fome  of  thofe 
pamphlets  which   daily  iflfued  from  the  prefs,  and 
prepared   the   public  for  thofe  events  which  were 
afterwards  produced  by  machinations  of  the  Orleans 
Bis  jour-    £aiftioii\     At  the  revolution  he  commenced  editor 
***•       '   of  a  news-paper,   called   Le  Chronique  de  Paris, 
which  was  replete  with  virulent  declamations  and 
anti-monarchical  principles  *.     He  alfo  wrote  for 
fome  time  in  the  Journal  de  Paris^  which  Garat 
had  reiigned  on  the  diflblutio;^  of  the  conftituent 
afiembly% 

•  <  Robifon's  Proofs  oft  Confpiraeyy  p.  47.  %%S.  #034 
>  Memoires  du  Jacobinifme  par  Harruclf  vo).  i.  p«  41s* 
7  Baftille  devoiilci  3*  livrajfon,  p.  4!. 

*  See  Brissot.    Memoires  du  JacobinifiM  psr  Barroel,  vol.  A 

p. 446. 

•  Mrs.  Wollftoneenft^s  Htftory  of  the  ReToKition,  p*  6S. 
^  See  Neckrr  on  the  Revolutioo,  Toh  u  p«  4»7« 

<  Garai*s  Mcmoiii,  p.  5. 
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Condorcet  was  a  member  of  the  Jacobin  club,  Hiseio-- 
but  his  eloquence  was  not  calculated  to  affift  the  ^**"*** 
caufe  he  efpoufed,  by  fpeaking  fo  much  as  by  writmg. 
His  voice  was  fhrill  and  fqueaking  ^^  and  his  timidity 
was  fo  great,  that  his  votes  often  counteraded  the 
cSeGt  of  his  arguments,  owing  to  his  fear  of  the 
galleries  *. 

At  the  period  of  the  king's  flight  to  Varennes,  Le  Repub* 
Condorcet  was  one  of  the  projectors  of,  and  a  prin-  ^^^^ 
cipal  contributor  to  the  paper  called  Le  Republicain. 
His  wife  tranilated  into  French  the  eflays  written  by 
Thomas  Pain  ^ 

Condorcet  was  a  candidate  for  the  ofEce  of  tutor  Candidatt 
to  the  dauphin  *  j   but  the  king  was  fo  imprefled  crtoWhr* 
with  the  badnefs  of  his  charader,  and  entertained  of  tht 
fuch  an  abhorrence  of  his  irreligion,  and  general  ***»?'""• 
want  of  principle,  that  he  even  objected  to  madams 
Condorcet  as  a  compani<Mi  for  the  queen  ^.    He  wa» 
alarmed  left,  through  the  adivity  and  influence  of 
the  Jacobins,  a  man  fo  unprincipled  as  Condorcet 
fliould  be  appointed  preceptor  to  his  fon,  and  there« 
fore  nominated  M.  Fleurieu,  a  man  of  learning  and 
virtue.     The  choice,  however,  was  never  ratified  by 
the  aflembly  ^     It  is  reiparkable,  that  while  Con- 
dorcet was  candidate  for  this  office,  and  before  the 
dedfion  was  announced,  he  was  employed  in  writing 
pamphlets  and  paragraphs  againft  the  king's  inviola^ 
bility  ^. 

At   the  diflfolutiou  of  the  conflituent  aflembly,  Eleaed 
Condorcet  was  elefted  deputy  for  Paris  \    He  fol-  {J^^^***-'^ 
lowed  the  political  career  of  BrilTot,  and  was,  like  uv^  ^S^ 

'  Merciire  Francois,  No.  dn  18  Fevrter  1791. 

*  Appel  a  Plmpartiale  PofteritS,  vol.  ii.  p.  30. 

'  Moore*t  View,  Vol.  ii.  p.  376.     Roland's  Appel,  Vol,  i.  p«  %%, 
I  ConiuratioA  de  d*Orlcans>  lol.  iii.  p.  13a.     M^rcurt  Frao6«iiy 
ilo.  du  16  Jtiillet  1791. 

^  Bcrtrand't  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  ^t$» 

*  Idem,  wdI.  ii*  p.  149. 

^  Mercure  Francois,  No.  du  *$  Juillet  1791^ 
^  I4em|  No.  du  sy  OAobre  17914 
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him,  an  apologift  for  tbe  maflacres  at  Avignon,  stnd 
a  ftrenuous  advocate  for  the  plans  of  the  Amis  dei 
Noirs.    He  was  alfo  an  ardent  adverfary  of  the  emi- 
grants, againft  whom  he  called  forth  fevere  decrees, 
and  made  feveral  violent  harangues.     In  one  of  his 
fpeeches,  he  called  the  princes  and  nobility  laliede 
la  nation  qui  ofe  encore  s^en  nommer  F elite  % 
lytcai-        He  was  ftiU  diftinguiihed  by  his  atheiftical  princi- 
52L!l[  •'^  pies,  and  declared  in  the  aflembly,  that  the  ^cacy 
of  an  oath  was  totally  independent  of  a  belief  in 
God  ^      He  was  a  promoter  of  all  the  violent  and 
fevere  meafures  againft  the  clergy,  and  to  him  is 
afcribed  a  cuftom  which  prevailed  of  whipping  nuns 
and  other  religious  women  in  the  public  Itreets, 
which  he  qualified  with  the  mild  name  of  ridicule. 
Befides  the  flagrant  violation  of  decency  included  in 
thefe  attacks,  the  mob  carried  their  barbarity  ta 
fuch  an  excefs,  that  their  victims  fainted,  and  even 
died  under  their  hands*     The  priefts  in  the  provinces 
were  knocked  down  with  huge  rods.     At  length, 
finding  that  all  thefe  cruelties  were  infuf&dent  to 
deter  the  clergy  from  exercifing  their  fun&ions,  and 
the  pious  from  following  them  in  preference  to  the 
conftitutional  priefts,  Condorcet  fuggefted,  and  the 
mob  readily  adopted  the  pradice  of  cutting  off  the 
hair  and  ears  of  both  paftors  and  congregation^ 
They  were  alfo  placed  on  affes  and  paraded  about 
the  ftreets  and  public  places,  their  mouths  were 
filled  with  hay,  they  had  infulting  infcriptions  on 
their  backs,  and  in  their  progrefs  the  mob  pelted 
them  with  filth  and  ordure '. 
jaih  Oft.       Notwithftanding  his  atheifm,  the  national  aflembly 
Cominlttee  appointed  Condorcct  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
of  public    public  inftruflion.     He  applied  to  this  fubjefl  with 
inftruaion.  g^-g^t  attention,  and  prefented  to  the  legiflature  a 


B  See  Debates  t5th,  i8tli»  and  31ft  Oftober  i7^it 

•  Debates  of  31ft  O^ober  1791. 

P  Barruel^s  Hiftofy  of  ihe  Cierj^gyi  p.  107. 


report 


CONDORCET.  jpt 

report  of  a  plan  for  forming  the  minds  of  the  ti^ng  ^s^^  M«f 
generation,  the  expence  of  which  was  eftimated  at     '^^** 
jwenty-four  millions   (1,050,000/.)  a-year.      The 
projeft  was  received^  but  never  put  in  execution  \ 

Condorcet  drew  up  the  famous  manifefto  pub-  Man^r 
lifiied  by  the  French  nation  to  all  the  powers  of  ^**** 
Europe,  on  the  approach  of  war.'  This  paper  is 
replete  with  bold  untruths,  and  promifes  which  Con« 
dorcet  well  knew  the  country  would  never  be  in- 
clined to  obferve.  So  far  was  the  faflion  to  which 
fae  was  attached  from  defiring  peace,  as  this  mani* 
fefto  pretends,  that  they  were  ei^erting  every  effort 
to  procure  a  declaration  of  war.  The  paper  was 
received  with  the  loudelt  applaufe,  ordered  to  be 
printed,  tranfmitted  to  the  executive  power  for 
the  purpofe  of  commuqicating  it  to  foreign  nations, 
fent  to  the  dghty-three  departments,  all  the  regi- 
ments of  the  line  and  national  battalions,  and 
tranflated  into  all  languages  '• 

Condorcet  manifefted  the  greateft  malignity  againft  ^^^  ''*• 
the  king,  and  omitted  no  opportunity  of  difplaying  Lef^J?^ 
his  hatred.  When  he  was  prefident  of  the  affembly,  thekin^ 
he  was  inftrudted  to  write  a  letter  to  the  king, 
which  he  couched  in  terms  fo  void  of  ceremony  and 
refped,  that  the  king,  accuftomed  as  he  was  to 
wanton  infult,  felt  this  as  the  greateft  outrage  he  had 
yet  received.  The  minifters  propofed  that  an  ex- 
poftulatory  letter  (hould  be  written  to  the  affembly, 
but  Louis  refolved  only  to  oppofe  this  effort  of  in- 
folence  by  the  negative  energy  of  filence '.  In  this 
the  king  afted  wifely,  for  he  could  have  no  hopes  of 
redrefs  from  an  affembly  which  had  heard  this 
letter  with  approbation,  and  inftead  of  a  deputation, 
had  traqifmitted  it  by  the  hands  of  a  ferjeant  a( 
arms'. 

4  Debates.    Pag^f,  vol.  it.  p.  309.  '  Debates.    Hiftories. 

•  Bertrand*s  Meinoirsy  Tol.  ii.  p.  45.    See  alio  Merctire  Fran^oi^ 
)lo.  du  SI  Fevrier  179s. 
>  See  Debates  6ih  fcb. 
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Bxtttiont       ITic  fiiblc  of  the  Auftrian  committee  was  a  topic 
wilift?!!"^  <^»   which   Condorcct  exerted   himfclf  with  great 
perfeverance  *.     He  hid  been  bribed  by  Narbomie  ^, 
and  fupported  him  wjth  all  his  influence  in  th^ 
afleipbly  and  in  the  committees  '.     He  afliiled,  how- 
ever, in  forming  the  Jacobin  adminiftration,  and 
threatened,  if  the  perfons  whom  he  and  his  friends 
bad  eleded  were  not  nominated,  that  he  would  im« 
peach  the  queen  \ 
Mtb  Jone       On  the  difmiffion  of  the  Jacobin  miniftry,  he  was 
Promotes  Mwlefsttigable  in  exciting  the  people  to  avenge  their 
inAirrec    caufe,  and  by  his  writings  contributed  to  inflame  the 
tion,         public  mind,  and  to  urge  infurreftion  ^.     The  tumult 
of  the  twentieth   of  June  was   fucceeded  by   the 
fufpeniion  of  Petion  and  Manuel,  which  took  place 
by  order  of  the  duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld.     The 
murder  of  this  nobleman  iti  confequence  of  this  con- 
duA,  18  generally  imputed  to  the  inftigations  of 
Condorcet,  and  cited  as  an  extraordinary  infta&ct 
of  ingratitude. 
Conduft        The  duchefs  d*Anvillc,  mother  to  the  duke  de  la 
jhe  duke    Rochefoucauld,  had  made  Condorcet  a  prefent  of 
deU        one  hundred  thoufand  livres  (4375/*)  to  facih'tate 
cauid!*^"'  his    marriage  with   mademcafelle    Grouchi.      The 
duke,  who  had  always  been  Condorcet's  benefaSor, 
•^        offered  him  the  whole  fum  in  ready   money,  but 
Condorcet  would  receive  only  forty  thoufand  livres 
(1750A),  preferring  to  let  the  remainder  continue  at 
intereft*     After  the  commencement  of  the  revolu- 
tion, Condorcet's  condu£t  became  fo  atrocious,  that 
Rochefoucauld  and  his  mother  refolved  to  decline 
his  further  acquaintance,  and  ordered  their  doors  to 
be  ihut  againft  him.     Condorcet  on  this  caufed  an 

intimation  to  be  given  to  the  duchefs,  th(it  h^  woii)4 

• 

*  Bertnind*t  MemoirSy  vol.  H.  p.  174. 
J  Idem,  vol.  •!»  p.  fti, 

*  Life  of  Dumourter»  vol.  ii.  p»  i6o* 

*  Peltjei's  late  Pitlure,  vol,  i.  p.  9$t, 

^  ConjuratioD  de  d^Orieant,  Toi.  iii.  p.  ij^ 
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he  glad  to  receive  the  principal ;  which  was  accord* 
ingly  paid  him  the  next  day  by  the  duke.  After  the 
twentieth  of  June,  Condorcet  ftrenuoufly  reprobated 
the  fufpenfion  of  Petion  and  Manuel,  and  ufed  every 
art  to  irritate  the  people  againft  Rochefoucauld. 
After  the  mallacres  in  September,  an  order  was  ex* 
pedited  to  arreft  the  duke,  who  was  at  Forges  les 
Eaux  with  his  mother  and  ftimilyi  and  bring  him  to 
Paris  to  be  tried.  A  party  of  aflaflins,  who  had 
quitted  Paris  for  the  purpofe,  met  him  at  Gifor$» 
and  murdered  him  as  he  was  walking  to  his  carriage^ 
Manuel  demanded  that  a  jaft  puni(hment  (hould  be 
inflided  on  the  murderers,  but  Condorcet,  though 
under  fo  many  obligations,  and  though  his  writings 
had  inftigated  the  murder,  betrayed  neither  fenfi* 
bility  or  regret  ^ 

While  the  treafon  which  took  effed  on  the  tenth  Promotes 
of  Auguil  was  in  agitation,  Condorcet  was  afliduoully  *«*'«"©€• 
employed  in  preparing  the   public  to  fecond  the 
efforts  of  his  fadion,  by  inflammatory  paragraphs 
and  pamphlets  "*.     He  brought  up  a  report  from  the.  9th  Ai^. 
extraordinary,  commiflion  appointed  to  difcufs  the 
queftion  of  the  king's  forfeiture,  in  which,  after 
ftating  the  various  confiderations  conneded  with  the 
fubjed,  he  told  the  aiTembly,  that  '^  whatever  plan 
"  they  might  adopt,  theywould  be  accufed  of  violating 
^^  the  conuitution.     That  the  committee  would  not 
^^  prefent  a  complete  plan  of  meaTures  to  be  purfued^ 
^'  but    recommended    that,  inftrudtions   fhould   be 
^^  publiihed  to  the  people  on  the  mode  of  exercijing 
^*  their  fovereigrayj  to  put  them  on  their  ^uard 

c  I  hare  taken  thig  account  from  PeltierS  late  Pidure,  vol.  i* 
p.  505.  and  Tol.  ii.  p.  399.  n.  Some  doubts  have  been  expreflcrf  of 
Condorcers  guilr  ^  it  feenis  generally  believed  that  his  known  malignity 
Dccafioned  the  untimely  death  of  his  benef^flur.  See  Kobi(o'>''s  Proofs 
of  H  Cimfpiracy,  p.  ^$%,  Arthur  Voung*s  E^ampU  of  Francr,  p.  81. 
Miles**  G^ndu^  of  France  towards  Qreat  Britain,  p.  150.  Htltoi^  of 
the  Briflbtinc^  by  CamilJe  Defmoulinsi  p.  6o«  KeGdeoee  10  France, 
edited  Ify  GifFord,  vol.  i.  p.  174.  ^ 

'  Biiflbt  a  fcs  Commettans^  p.  xo^.  • 
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againft  the  errors  into  which  they  might  be  pre-* 
cipitated  •.**  This  report  was  in  the  language  of 
treafon  palfied  by  fear  j  but  when  fuccefs  had  crowned 
the  confpiracy,  Condorcet  aided  the  views  of  his  party 
with  all  the  fophiftry  and  falfehood  he  could  fupply. 
He  wrote  Rejieflhm,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to 
aflimilatc  the  revolution  which  took  place  in  England 
in  1688,  to  that  which  had  been  effi?fted  in  France 
in  I  ""92  *,  and  he  drew  up  an  expofition  of  motives  on 
behalf  of  the  aflembly,  replete  with  falfe  arguments 
and  unfounded  aflertions  ^ 

The  (hare  taken  by  Condorcet  in  the  maffacre  of 
the  prifoners  is  doubtfuL  He  was  at  variance  with 
the  violent  faftion  who  principally  organized  thofc 
murders,  and  confidered  by  Robefpierre  as  one  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  oppofing  party  ^ ;  yet  Robefpierre, 
though  he  denounced  Briflbt  at  the  Jacobin  club, 
did  not  mention  Condorcet  '•  Louvet  afferts  that 
Condorcet  was  devoted  to  deftruftion  on  th?»t 
day  " ;  but  Montjoye  avers,  that  he  was  one  of  the 
moft  adive  promoters  of  the  maffacre,  and  at  that 
time  fo  intimately  connected  with  Orleans,  that 
he  was  generally  mentioned  as  one  of  his  four 
piinifters ". 
if^mbf r  Condorcet  was  eleded  member  of  the  convention, 
^?il»r"'^^f  for  Paris,  which  he  had  reprefented  in  the  legif- 
lative  affembly,  but  for  the  department  of  TAi&ie, 
•At  the  fir  ft  fitting  of  the  convention  he  was  nonu- 
nated  vice-prefident,  and  was  one  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  revife  the  conftitution  \  His  condufi: 
was  for  fome  time  fo  equivocal,  that  many  doubts 

t  Debates. 

•  See  Jordan*s  Political  State  of  Karope.  yol.  i.  p.  604. 

^  For  this  expofition  and  cogent  rennarks  on  it,  fee  Peltier^i  Utt 
Figure  of  Partt»  vol.  i.  p.  440.  464. 

k  See  Defenfeur  de  la  Conliitatton  par  Robefpierre,  p.  99.  t%^ 
'  See  BmstOT.  »  Narrative,  p.  17.  ♦ 

•  Corjuration  de  d^Orleant,  vol.  iii.  p.aio«    See  alfo  Hiftor^  ttf 
tbe  BrilTotinet  by  DefmoulinSi  p«  Co* 

•  Hiitoficf  •    Debates. 
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were  entertsuned  whether  he  meant  to  attach  himfelf 
to  the  Mountain  or  to  the  Gironde  ^  On  Louvet's 
accu&tion  of  Robefpierre,  he  voted  for  (uppreflilig 
inqdry  by  paifing  to  the  order  of  the  day'' ;  but  he 
afterwards  wrote  in  his  Journal  with  fo  much  afperity 
againft  Robefpierre,  that  then*  mutual  hatred  became 
irreconcilable  '• 

From  Condorcet's  avowed  enmity  to  l-oyalty,  it  Conduft 
might  be  expected  that  his  exertions  againft  the  kkig  ^"^g,* 
would  have  been  decided  and  utifefriitting ;  butlieuiau 
ieldom  fpoke  in  the  coxtVention ;  and  wheii  the  iate 
of  Louis  was  put  to  the  vote^  timidity  or  hypdcrify 
Icemed  to  di^te  aU  his  obfervations.    It  is  diflScult  xtftb  jaiu 
to  conclude,  fixmi  the  language  of  his  fpeech^  whe«    .*^^*   ' 
tlier  he  intended  to  vote  tor  of  againft  the  fentetice 
of  death;  but  it  was  received  as  his  opinion,  that 
the  king  ibould  be  imprifoned  in  chains  for  iife« 
After  Cuitence  of  death  had  been  pr()n6unc^,  he  19th  |uu 
ipoke  and  voted  againft  a  refpit^^  smd  urged  execution 
of  the  fentence  in  twenty-four  hours  *• 

After  tile  deafdi  of  Louis,  Condorcet  was  prin- Hi •  oMfti^*. 
opally  employed  in  framing  a  new  cohftitution.     So  ^"^'^"* 
much  relistnce  was  placed  on  his  abilities  and  judg^ 
mcnt,  that  the  committee  permitted  him  to  amime 
the  principal  merit  of  the  work.    His  produ&ion  was  iith  Feb* 
fubmitted  to  the  conventbn,  where  the  conftitutional 
a&  obtained  feeble  approt)ation ;  but  the  Jacobin 
dub,  among  whom  his  party  had  lefs  influence^ 
voted  it  d^eftable  ^      l^eir  judgment  was  weli 
founded;   and  it  is  juftly  obferved  by  an  Engliih 
mriter,  not  un&vourable  to  Condorcet's  faAion^  that 
it  was  a  mafs  of  meuphyfical  abfurdities  "• 

P  Moore*i  J9^rhw\,  vol.  ii.  p»  ij^,    Peltier^s  late  Pi^Ufe  of  Ftrit, 
Yol.ii.  |).  400. 
4  D«l»aiet.    Lovvefi  Namttve»  p.  t}. 
'  Moore^t  Jounsal,  vol.  ii«  p.  344. 
•  Dcbutt. 
>  Th«  (^ondiid  of  Fnncc  MMranlt  OrealEritain  cjcaminwl,  hj  Miltt, 

f  •  "  *^" 
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Further         CondoTcct  vit3  on«  of  the  cdmmktee  of  ptd:>Ha 

i*6ih  April,  ^^^tyj  ^^^  wasemplaycd  to  draw  up  a  declaration 
'  from  the  national  convention  refpeding  the  Tiolation 
of  the  law  of  nations  in  detaining  the  commiffioners 
whom  Dumouriez  had  caufed  to  be  arrefted  \ 
Caution  During  the  conteft  betwcQQ  the  Mountain  and  the 

cgntcit.      Briffotines,  Condorcet  maintained  a  cautious  filence. 
For  e^bt  months  he  hafrdly  ipok^  in  the  convention; 
and  feems  to  have  been  Angularly  wary  in  not  riflc- 
tjth  Mity«  uig  an  opinion  on  any  party  queftioa  ^.  At  length  he 
was  lb  iar  roufed  by  the  indignities  vAnch  the  legi£* 
lative  body  daily  endured,   that  he  propofed  the 
diiTolution  of  the  convention^   and   the  calling  of 
i6tk  Mqr.  a  new  one  '•    This  probably  exafperated  the  Moun« 
t^i|  to  fuch  an  excefs  that,  in  a  fubfequent  infur^ 
vedion,  his  printing-office  was  deftroyed  ^.    He  wao 
pqti  ho^iv^ver,  included  in  the  lift  ol  profcribed  de« 
^  piltieB  i  nor  was  he  ojtie  of  the  members  who  fvgoed 
tjkki  £ainoup  proti^ft  agdonft  the  proceedings  on  the 
thirty.firft  of  May*   .  -  .    -. 

X)Mmm«<* .  .f  Yet  though  he  cOUld  CQniquer  every  fentiment  of 
'^*  •  frien'd^ip)  and  ftifle  every  indignant.  fen£uion  at  the 
deftrudion  of  his  patty,  his  vanity  as  an  author 
propelled  him.  to  a  ialal  exertion.  When  the  coa« 
lUtution,  commonly  called  th^  conftitittion  of  i793» 
had  been  accepted^  he  publiflied  onAddtefi  u  all 
Ft^nch  Citizens^  reprobating  the  extreme  rapidity  and 
^ant  of  coi\fide]|9tion  with  which  it  had  been  framed 
and  accepted ;  and  detailihg  the  numerous  a&s  of 
violence  by  which  the'  prevailing  party  in  the  con* 
stb  July,  mention  had  eftabliihed  their  tnfluenc&i  This  raih 
ad  placed  him  in  the  power  of  the  Mountain  ;  Cha« 
bot  denounced  the  publication,  and  moved  for  a  de- 
cree of  accufation  agamft  Condorcet;  which  was  im» 
mediately  granted  **. 

X  Debates. 

r  Briflot  a  fet  Commettanf,  p.  95.     Garat^s  Meinoin,  p.  165. 

*  Debates.  *  Giudemetz^s  Epochs. 

^  Debates.    Sec  alfo  Impartial  Hiitory,  Yol.ii.  p.  307. 
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He  eTcaped  from  tlie  arreft,  and  concealed  himfelf  ConceaU 
nine  months  m  the  honfe  of  a  woman  in  Paris,  who,  ***™^**^' 
though  flie  knew  him  only  by  name,  had  the  extra- 
ordinary generofity  to  rifle  her  life,  and  fuftain  all 
the  inconveniences  arifing  from  his  relidence  with  . 
her.     At  length  a  domiciliary  vilit  was  threatened, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  quit  his  afylum.     He  had  the  Apr.  1794. 
good  fortune,  though  unprovided  with  a  paflport  or  ^^^'^^ . 
civic  card,  to  cfcape  through  the  barrier,  and  went 
to  the  country-houfe  of  a  friend  on   the  plain  of 
Mont-Rouge.     Unfortunately  his  friend  was  in  Paris 
at  the  time,  and  not  expefied  to  return  in  lefs  than 
three  days,  during  which  the  fugitive  was  obliged 
to  wander  about,  expofed  to  hunger,  cold,  fufpenfe, 
and  the  pain  arifmg  from  a  wound  in  his  foot.     At 
length  his  friend  returned  into  the  country,   and 
found  him ;  but  confidering  it  dangerous  to  tak^ 
him  to  his  houfe  in  the  day-time,  requefted  him  to 
wait  till  night,  and  then  he  would  receive  and  con- 
ceal him.    Condorcet,  on  the  day  his  friend  had  fixed 
as  the  end  of  his  miferies,  forgot  the  diftates  of  pru- . 
dence ;    he  went  to  an  inn  at  Clamars,  where  he  ' 
ordered  an  omelette.     His  fqualid  appearance,  dirty 
cap,  torn  clothes,  leannefs,  and  voracity,  fixed  the 
attention  of  fomc  perfons  prefent ;  one  of  whom,  a 
municipal  officer,  aiked  him  ^^  hence  he  came,  whi- 
ther he  was  going,  and  if  he  had  a  pafTport  ?  His 
confufion  at  thefe  interrogatories  betrayed  him>  and 
caufed  him  to  be  apprehended.     He  was  confined  in  Poifom 
a  dungeon  that  night,  and  in  *  the  morning  found  ^*'"^«*^» 
dead.     He  always  carried  a  dofe  of  poifon  about 
him,  which  had  been  given  him  by  Garat,  and  with 
which  he  terminated  his  exiftence,  to  avoid  a  trial 
before  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and  to  fhun  the 
gradual  approach  of  inevitable  deftrudion  ^ 

Condorcet's  charafter  is  thus  emphatically  de-  ^^^^^"^ 
fcribed  by  madamq   Roland  '•      ^*  llie  genius  of  twEUx^ 

c  Thtf  acconnt  it  principally  cicriveil  from  Talmi*s  Chronology, 
p.  140.     See  alfo  Garat*s  Memoirt,  p.  49. 
^  Appel  «  rimparuale  Poftcrirl,  vol.  ii.  p.  30. 

X  2  **  Condorcet: 
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*^  Condorcet  is  equal  to  the  comprehenfion  of  the 
*^  greatefl  truths ;  but  he  has  no  other  chara£teriftic 
*^  beHdes  fear.     It  may  be  faid  of  his  underftanding 
^^  combined  with  his  perfon,  that  it  is  a  fine  eflence 
*^  abforbed  in  cotton*     No  one  will  fay  of  him^  that 
in  a  feeble  body  he  difplays  great  courage;  his 
heart  and  conftitution  are  equally  weak.     The 
timidity  which  forms  the  bafis  of  his  charafter, 
*^  and  which  he  difplays  even  in  company,  on  his 
^^  countenance  and  in  his  attitudes,  does  not  refult 
*^  from  his  frame  alone,  but  feems  to  be  inherent  in 
^^  his  foul ;  and  his  talents  furniih  him  with  no  means 
of  fubduing  it.    Thus,  after  having  deduced   a 
principle,  or  demonftrated  a  h€t  in  the  aflembly^ 
**  he  would  give  a  vote  decidedly  oppofite«  over- 
"  awed  by  the  thunder  of  the  tribunes,  armed  with 
*'  infults,  and  prodigal  of  threats.    The  propereft 
place  for  him  was  the  fecretaryfhip  of  the  academy. 
Such  men  fhould  be  employed  to  write,  but  never 
permitted  to  a£k  ;  it  is  a  happinefs  to  be  able  to 
draw  fome  utility  from  them ;  even  that  is  not  to 
be  done  with  all  timid  perfons ;  in  general,  they 
«<  are  good  for  nothing.^'    Barruel>  after  mention* 
ing  the  violence  of  his  atheifm,  fays  %  ^*  It  mkrht  be 
thought  that  he  was  defirous  to  avenge  himlelf  on 
the  Supreme  Being  for  the  heart  he  had  given  him. 
Hard,  ungrateful^  infenfible,  cold,  the  aiMin  of 
friendfliip,  and  of  his  benefactors ;  had  it  been  in 
*'  his  power  he  would  have  treated  the  Deity  as  he 
^'  treated  la  Rochefoucauld.'' 
political,        Whether  Condor cet  was  in  reality  a  republican, 
or  only  affeded  to  efpoufe  that  form  of  government 
in  order  to  forward  the  views  of  Orleans,  is  not  eafily 
decided.     There  is  fuch  an  involution  of  politics  and 
'    reduplication  of  fentiments  in  the  whole  &6Uon  of 
Orleanifts,  that,  their  real  opinions  cannoLalways  be 
defined.    It  is  probable  that  Condorcet  thought  a  re« 
publican  form  of  government  befl  fitted  for  the  dif* 

e  Memoiret  du  Jtcobimfroci  Tol.  i.  p*  316. 
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fufion  of  his  fpeculadons  in  religion  and  morals  ^ 
but  that  he  would,  with  equal  pleafure,  have  pro- 
moted the  domination  of  a  profligate  and  unprin- 
cipled confpirator;  over  whom  he  could  acquire 
unlimited  afcendancy,  and  by  whofe  means  he 
could  combine  his  views  of  public  inftru£Uon  with 
thofe  of  individual  aggrandifement. 

Thofe  who  are  willing  to  praife  Condorcet  moft  *^  ^*«- 
highly,  abandon  his  political  and  perfonal,  to  defcant  ^*^* 
on  his  literary  character.     His  Letters  to  the  King 
of  Pruifia  indicate  no  fuperiority  of  genius ;  and  his 
Life  of  Voltaire,   independent  of  the  principles  it 
conveys,  is  not  confpicuous  as  an  effort  of  biography* 
His  Eulogium  of  Franklin  abounds  with  faults,  as 
well  grammatical  as  rhetorical  ^ ;  and  Barruel  fpeaks 
of  his  ftyle,  particularly  that  of  his  earlier  perform* 
ances,  with  great  contempt  K    During  his  feclufion 
m  Paris,   Condorcet  wrote  his  famous   (ketch  of 
the  Progrefs  of  the  Human  Mind,  to  which  event 
Barruel  allows  the  praife  of  correft  compofition  ^. 
The  objed  of  this  work  is  to  enforoe  a  belief  of  the 
perfe£Ubility  of  man ;  and  the  author  carried  this 
chimerical  delufion  fo  far  as  to  aflert^  that  longevity 
and  every  defirable  perfonal  quality  were  attainable. 
The  end  of  Condorcet  himfelf  forms  a  remarkable 
refutation  of  his  abfurd  doftrine ;  for  although  he  had 
ib  recently  philofophifed  on  the  fubied,  and  might 
be  fuppofed  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  principles 
he  was  defirous  to  .enforce,  he  threw  away  his  life 
by  wanting  ftrength  to  refift  the  importunides  of 
hunger  for  a  few  hours. 

'  Sec  Meroire  Fran^oit  Litcreire,  No.  dv  14  Decembre  1791. 
t  Memoiret  ilu  Jacobinifme,  vol.  t.  p.  317. 
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!>••««>••    F\ANTON  was  bred  to  the  law,  and  pra£Hfed 

proeifion.   1^  chiefly  in  caufes  before  the*  cabinet  council* 

Previous  to  the  revolution  he  was  unable  to  have 

maintained  himfelf  but  for  the  charity  of  his  wife's 

Conduaat  £aither,  who  allowed  them  a  guinea  a-week*.     After 

therevolu-  the  14th  of  July  1789,  he  began  to  make  a  figure 

in  bis  diftrift  by  his  clamorous  inve£tives,  not  only 

againft  the  court,  but  againft  the  idols  of  the  day,  la 

Fayette  and  Bailly.     He  was  then  taken  into  the  pay 

of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  exerted  himfelf  with 

fuch  vehemence  that  la  Fayette  commenced  a  fuit 

againft  him  and  Marat  in  the  court  of  Chatelet ;  but 

he  had  the  addrefs  to  influence  his  whole  diftrid 

againft  the  proceeding ;  and  by  threats  of  infurre£tion 

to  induce  the  general  to  difcontinue  it  ^.     During 

the  fittings  of  the  conftituent  aflembly,  he  became 

acquainted  with  Robefpierre,  and  conjointly  with  him 

laboured  to  advance  the  views  of  Orleans  ;  not  from 

any  affection  to  his  perfon,  or  gratitude  for  his  &« 

vours,  but  from  the  hope  of  ruling  a  mind  fo  weak, 

and,  in  effect,  governing  the  kingdom  by  fwaying 

a  council  of  regency,  of  which  he  was  to  have  been 

Exertiotn    the  head '.     For  this  purpofe  he  began,  at  the  Ja* 

du!!l!       cobins,  to  attack  the  Lameths  and  other  popidar 

t  Playfair*!  Hiftory  of  Jacobinirm^  p.  ^ty^  KobiKl**  Appeal, 
Tot.i.  p.  S^. 

k  Roland*t  Appeal^  ubi  fupra.  Conjuration  de  d*0rleantt  vpl.  •!• 
p. isS. 

1  That  this  was  the  main  fpring  of  his  af(ion«,  efpecially  after  the  deatb 
ofMi>abeau»  appears  trom  the  toncurring  teftimony  of  many  authoi'v. 
See  Pagisi  ¥01.  i.  p.  460*470.  vol.  ii.  p.4C*  Louret*t  NarrvtivCt 
p.  9,  10.  Roland's  Appeal,  before  cited./  Conjuration  de  d^Orleana, 
ifoL  it*  p.  186.  »09i  ftio*  New  Annual  ilegifter  for  1794,  p-3Si»  &c. 
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charafters  \«rho  were  attached  to  the  cro\^  as  an 
integral  part  of  the  conftitution  ;  and  was  one  of  the 
moft  aftive  members  of  the  fociety  of  Cordeliers  "^ 
He  was  engaged  in  propagating  all  the  falfehoods,  ijth  April 
alarms,  and  profcriptions  of  that  fociety,  and  in  all      1791- 
their  abominable  manoeuvres  to  render  the  court  fuf-  ,heTing*« 
pefted,  and  the  king  odious  to  his  fubjefts.     He  journey  to 
diftinguifhed  hiitifelf  particularly  on  that  day  when,  ^^'  ^*®«^- 
inftigated  by  falfe  reports  and  unfounded  accufations^ 
the  populace  rofe  to  prevent  the  king  from  going  to 
Saint  Cloud.     The  infults  to  which  the  royal  family 
was  on  that  occafion  exp^fed,  and  the  infolence  of 
forcibly  detaining  their  perfons,  induced  a  membei: 
of  the  commune  to  propofe  that  the  foldiery  Ihould 
be  authorifed  to  fire  on  the  people ;  but  Danton  op» 
pofed  the  motion  with  a  fuccefs  which  infured  his 
popularity,  by  confirming  the  triumph  of  the  mob". 
He    was   made    deputy  procureur  de   la   commune^  Madede- 
though  he  feldom  attended  the  duties  of  his  office ;  r«»y  pro- 
or,  previofis  to  the  loth  or  Augult  17.92,  went  to  Ucom- 
the  hall  of  the  commune  for  any  other  purpofe  than  "*""«• 
that  of  promoting  infurreftion,  or  reporting  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  Palais  Royal  \     He  was  an  affiduous  Promoiet 
promoter  of  the  famous  petition  agamfl  royalty,  which  *^/dffhronc 
was  figned  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  at  which  place  he  the  king, 
appeared  mounted,  in  imitation  of  la  Fayette,  on  a 
white  charger  ;  but  afterwards  hearing  that  an  order 
was  iflTued  for  arrefHng  him,  h^  fled  to  Marfeilles  ^, 
or,  as  fome  fay,  to  London  ''•     However,  he  foon  rcr 
turned,  and  refumed  his  influence  af  the  Jacobins 
and  Cordeliers. 

The  enterprifmg  genius  of  Danton  had  been  con-  Receifes 
fiderably  checked  during  the  fitting  of  the  conflituent  ^^^^y 

luiniftry* 

•  Roland's  Appeal,  to!.  I.  p.  87.     Moore*8  View,  vol.  i.  p.  «3i. 
946.     Garat*»  Memoirs,  p.  135. 

■  Sec  Moore^s  View,  vol.  i.  p.  143 •  vol.  ii.  p.  32. 

•  See  Mercure  Francois.  No«  du  19  Mai  1791,  p.  109. 

P  Playfatr^s  Hitiory  of  JacDbinirm,  p.  317.     Moorc*s  View,  vol.  ii* 
p.  411.  477- 
4  J^idbiatout  let  Repttblicains,  p.  i9». 
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aflemblv,  by  the  knowledge^  eloquence^  and  good 
difpofitions  of  fome  of  the  members^  and  by  their 
vigilance,  which  did  not  permit  all  the  atrocious  ez- 
cefles  which  afterwards  took  place.  The  diiTolution 
of  that  body,  la  Fayette's  refignation,  and  the  ap« 
pointment  of  the  Jacobin,  Petion,  to  the  mayoralty, 
were  dr^ruipftances  which  gave  additional  fpring  to 
his  hopes  and  energy  to  his  actions.  His  influence 
in  the  clubs  was  now  fo  well  appreciated,  that  amongfl 
other  meafures  purfued  by  the  well-meaning,  but 
frequently  miftaken  minifter,  M,  de  Montmorin,  ii| 
order  to  conciliate  the  prfj^le^on  of  the  people  to 
his  unfortunate  fovereign,  was  that  of  bribing  Dan« 
ton,  The  objeQ  of  thefe  bribes  was  to  induce  him 
to  make  fuch  motions  in  the  clubs  as  would  operate 
in  £sivour  of  the  royal  fapiily^  This  undertaking 
Danton  faithfuHv  performed,  though  no  gaod  re^ 
fulted  from  it ;  ne  ufed  to  preface  hjs  motions  with 
the  fafhionable  abufe  of  the  court,  by  which  fineflq 
he  prevented  the  fufpicion  of  being  fo|d  to  th^  court, 
and  infured  the  fuccefs  of  his  meafures.  fdx  th^e 
fervices  he  was  very  liberally  paid,  having  received, 
during  the  adminiftration  of  M«  de  Montmorin,  up- 
wards of  an  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  (12,500/.) 
a  thing  eafily  credible,  as  he  demanded  no  lels  than 
twenty-four  thoufand  livres  (1050/.)  for  carrying  a 
fingle  motion,  and  that  of  no  great  importance,  ii( 
the  Jacobin  club  % 
iSth  June  Danton  was  one  of  the  moft  virulent  opponents  of 
Denomicw  ^^  Fsty^ttc,  whom  he  denounced  in  the  Jacobin  cluh 
ia  Fajctte.  as  an  enemy  to  the  conflitution,  and  as  an  intriguer 
who  wiflied  to  re-eftabliih  nobility '.  Since  the  diCi 
miilion  of  M.  de  Montmorin,  and,  indeed,  for  foma 
time  previous  to  it,  he  had  ceafed  to  receive  anv 
money  from  the  court,  and  was  one  of  the  moft 
furious  partizans  of  Petion.    The  difmiilion  of  the 


'  Bertran<rs  Private  Memoirs,  toI.  ii.  p.  ida,  163. 
*  Journale*    Potitica^  Sate  of  Europe,  ▼oUi.  p*  173. 
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Jacobin  adminlftration^  the  refufal  of  the  king  to^<MfcJ«»«» 
£ui&ion  the  decrees  for  forming  a  camp  near  Paris, 
and  his  adherence  to  the  di£bites  of  his  confdence  in 
employing  non-juriifg  priefls,  furniihed  a  pretence  to 
the  Jacobms  for  clamour  againil  the  monarch,  and 
for  the  infurre6tion  of  the  20th  June,  which  Danton 
promoted  and  encouraged  ivith  ^1  his  influence  and 
adivity  ^     It  is  doubtful  whether  he  was  a  contriver  loth  Aug. 
of  the  infurredion  which  fpeedily  followed,  as  the  ^xamina. 
Briflbtines  and  the  Mountain,  who  were  not  dif-emJ^^ 
united  at  that  period,    both  of  them  afterwards 
claimed  the  merit  of  that  execrable  plot,  and  each 
denied  to  the  other  party  any  ihare  in  it.     Gar  at, 
the  friend  and  admirer  of  Danton,  roundly  aJferts, 
that  "  Danton  prepared  the  events  of  the  10th  of 
"  Aiiguft "."      Louvet,  on  the  other  hand,  avers, 
with  equal  confidence,  that  the  bufinefs  was  pre- 
pared in  a  fecret  committee  of  BriiTotines,  and  that 
*^  Danton,  who  had  concealed  himfelf  during  the 
battle,  fppeared  after  the  vidiory,  ^rmed  with  a 
huge  fabre,  and  marching  at  the  head  of  a  bat- 
tahon  of  Marfeillm^  as  if  he  had  been  the  hero  pf 
the  day  *."    The  cowardice  imputed  to  Danton  in 
this  extraft,  forms  no  part  of  his  general  chara&er ; 
it  is  alfo  certain  that  long  before  the  day  of  infur- 
re£tion,  he  gave  intimations  of  his  knowledge  of  the 
intended  plot,  by  his  ferocious  anfwers  to  fome  peti- 
tioners againfl  the  Marfeillois^  againft  Petion,  and 
againft  the  king's  dethronement.     "  We  (hall  an* 
**  fwer  you,"  he  faid,  "  with  fcrewed  bayonets ''/' 
It  is,  however,  very  probable  that  he  was  not  ad- 
mitted to  all  the  fecrets  of  that  intriguing  party,  and 
did  not  know  the  true  reafons  which  prevented  the 

*  Crnijuration  de  d'Orleant,  ▼ol.iii.  p.  175. 

*  MemotrSf  p.«36.  Dr.  Moore  alfo,  for  whofe  )ii(!g^ent  T  hire 
t|ie  iftmoft  refpc^,  fecins  to  think  that  the  inrwre^Uon  was  la  •  great 
mcafure  planned  by  Danton.    Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  1 53* 

s  See  Louvet**  fpeech  againil  Robelpinre^  and  hit  Narrative,  p.  17* 
$fle  alfo  Pag^ty  vohii.  p.4.7S.  4S6. 
.    y  ft\i\p:\  PiAttft  of  Parity  vol.  i.  p,  37«  4*l« 
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execution  of  the  plot  on  the  day  originally  intended^ 
11th  Aag.  He  was  one  of  the  three  who  retain^  dieir  places  tQ 
ininifter  *^  the  council  of  the  commune  J  and  was  provifionally  ap- 
pointed minifter  of  Juftice  when  the  rebellion  was 
crowned  with  fucce^  *.  His  firft  official  exertion 
was,  to  give  a  falfe  account  of  the  king's  retreat 
from  the  palace ;  which  he  afferted  in  a  letter,  ad« 
drefled  to  the  eighty-three  departments,  to  have  been 
in  the  highed  degree  difgraceful  to  the  unfortunate 
monarch.  He  averred,  that  **  the  king  efcaped  from 
his  palace  by  a  private  ftair-cafe ;  that  he  fled, 
abandoning  his  friends  and  defenders/'  This  po- 
fition  is  in  every  refpeft  the  very  reverfe  of  the  truth ; 
the  king  croffed  a  long  fuite  of  apartments,  defcended 
the  great  ftair-cafe,  paffed  flowly  through  the  lower 
veftibule  of  the  palace,  in  fight  of  more  than  two 
thoufand  perfons,  who  inftantly  informed  his  de» 
fenders  of  the  faft  *. 
Qoarreit  But  fo  fhort-fighted  are  thofe  politicians  who  afiefl 
toiieaguei.  ^^  fecure  thdr  aims  by  treachery  and  i#volt,  that 
the  parties  moft  interefted  in  bringing  about  the 
events  of  the  i  oth  of  Auguft,  dug  their  own  grave, 
at  the  time  they  thought  themfelves  founding  an  in- 
expugnable fortrefs  of  popularity  and  power.  The 
feeble  and  ipiprovident  BriiTctines  were  deftined  to 
become  the  viftims  of  the  fermentation  they  had  oc- 
cafioned  in  the  mafs  of  the  people ;  and  Orleans, 
now  that  the  tide  of  popularity  ran  fo  ftrongly  in  fa- 
vour of  a  republic,  faw  thofe  he  imagined  his  crea- 
tures the  moft  ftrenuous  fupporters  of  the  worfhip  of 
the  new  idol,  and  himfelf  a  prey  to  their  rapacity, 
and  a  facrifice  to  their  thirft  of  blood*.  Whether  the 
impatient  genius  of  the  Cordeliers  which  animated 
Danton,  or  the  frigid  fyftematical  mode  of  intrigue 
and  treachery  which  diftinguUhed  the  Rolandius, 
lirft  occafioned  a  difunion,  it  is  certain  that,  foon 

*  Impartial  Hif^ory,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^o.  109.  and  all  the  other  Hiftonea* 

*  Hiftoiie  de  la  Confpiiation  du  10  Aouf^  par  M*  Bigot  de  S<** 
Croix,  p.  5 J, 
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after  the  formation  of  the  new  mini(lr7,  there  arofe 
a  fcbifm  among  them. '  Damon  had  yet  great  ftrokes 
of  ambition  and  avarice  to  (Irike,  which  required  a 
difpenfation  with  all  the  exifting  laws ;  the  other 
minifters,  who  in  the  plenitude  of  power  and  na- 
tional confidence  had  obtained  the  fummit  of 
their  wiflies^  were  defirous  to  enforce  order  and 
obedience  to  the  law8>  as  the  means  of  giving  (la- 
bility to  their  influence.  They  had  availed  them- 
felves  of  the  inftrumentality  of  Danton  and  his  alTo^ 
dates  to  produce  the  commotion  of  the  20th  of 
June,  and  had  carried  a  much  greater  point  by  the 
fafpenfion  of  the  royal  authority  after  the  i  oth  of 
Auguft ; .  but  they  did  not  wifh  to  expofe  themfelves 
to  the  dangers  which  would  refult  from  an  intimate 
connexion  with  Marat,  Clj^mette,  and  all  the  def- 
peradoes  of  the  Cordelier  fMion,  whom  they  hoped, 
after  having  ufed,  to  difcard  without  ceremony. 
Daoton,  on  the  other  hand,  whofe  projects  widened 
in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  adion  permitted  to 
him,  wd  whofe  innate  energy  and  violence  did  not 
permit  him  to  be  kept  in  fubjedion  by  the  pedant 
Roland  or  any  of  his  friends,  was  impatient  to  aflume 
fuch  a  fuperiority  as  would  deftroy  the  prefent  admi« 
niftration,  and  bring  forward  a  party  amongft  whom 
lie  might  hope  for  unlimited  controul.  A  jealoufy 
of  htm  was  entertained  by  the  Rolandifts ;  from  the 
firft  formation  of  the  miniftry  they  whifpered  ob* 
jeftions  to  a6Ung  with  him,  on  account  of  his  bad 
€bara£i^9  which,  they  faid,  fpoiled  the  counciP. 
Danton,  who  perhaps  perceived  that  he  did  not 
Hand  high  in  the  opinions  of  thefe  political  hypo* 
crites,  was  at  firft  extremely  affiduous  at  all  their 
cabinet  parties  till  he  had  founded  the  depth  of  their 
minds,  the  vigour  of  their  judgment,  and  the  extent 
9f  their  refources  ^ ;  he  then  began  to  play  his  own 

^  Roland^t  Appeal,  vol.i*  p.  Sj. 

*  RoUncTft  Appe»l|  vcl.i.  p.  S6.     Life  of  Dumdurier,^  vol.  iii« 
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game ;  he  firil  drew  from  Roland  the  fourth  part  of 
two  millions  of  livres  which  had  been  voted  by  the 
aflembly  to  the  miniilry  for  fecret  fervices ;  this 
fum  (21,875/.)*  reinforced  by  forae  confiderable 
additions  which  he  had  obtained  from  Servan  and  le 
Brun,  he  employed  in  procuring  writers,  orators, 
and  motiozi-makers,  to  vilify  and  render  them  un- 
popular'. The  rounded  periods  of  Roland,  the 
contemplative  fubtleties  of  Briflfot  and  Condorcet,  and 
the  wit  of  Louvet,  ware  exerted  in  vain  againil  the 
rhetoric  of  Marat  and  Hebert,  who  protefted  the 
moft  unlimited  love  of  the  people  while  they  excited 
them  to  cut  each  other 's  throats ;  and  whofe  eloquence, 
poiTeffing  no  other  dowers  than  abufe,  oaths,  ob- 
fcenities,  and  the  mod  unqualified  blafphemy,  was 
fitted  to  their  comprel^fion,  and  never  failed  to 
produce  all  the  effefts  of  conviftion.  The  feeble 
and  injudicious  cabinet  with  whom  he  was  connected, 
llrong  only  in  treachery,  but  wanting  the  firmnefs 
and  refolution  which  conftitute  complete  confpirators. 
His  influ  -  afforded  "him  an  eafy  triumph.  His  aim  was  to  bring 
„fny }  the  army  and  the  departments  to  the  fame  frame  of 
mind,  which  he  could  at  any  time  produce  in  the  in- 
habitants  of  the  capital.  In  this  he  fucceeded,  by 
alienating  the  affedions  of  fome  of  the  fub-agents  of 
his  colleagues,  and  by  procuring  commiflions  and  con- 
and  in  the  trafts  for  men  devoted  to  him  ^  One  of  the  firft  fleps 
depart-  rcfolved  on  by  the  cabinet  was  to  difpatch  commiffioners 
'"^"*^'  to  the  departments  to  explain  the  events  of  the  i  oth  of 
Auguft.  This  commiffion,  had  the  minifters  been 
wife,  would  have  furnifhed  them  with  an  infurmount* 
able  barrier  againft  intrigue  and  calumny,  by  pre- 
poflefling  a  large  portion  of  the  community  in  favour 
of  their  perfons  and  talents ;  but,  though  they  en* 
tertained  fufpicions  of  Danton,  they  permitted  him, 
through  mere  indolence,  and  want  of  foreiight,  and 


^  Ho1anJ*s  Ap|>caU  vol.  i,p.  S9,  901  91. 
*  Ideniy  p.  91. 
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not  only  ^thout  a  ftruggle,  but  without  the  fmalleft 
diflfentient  eflfort,  to  nominate  all  the  commii&oners 
himfelf,  and  figned  the  commiflions  without  examin- 
ation.    The  confequence  is  obvious ;  the  commif- 
fioners,  all  Cordf^trSj  fans-cuhttesj  bawlers  in  clubs^ 
and  intriguers  in  fedions;  men  without  means  of 
fubfiftence,  without  moral  principles,  and  without 
charader ;  not  only  fpread  abroad  the  fame  of  Dan- 
ton  and  his  friends,  but  introduced  to  the  depart- 
ments and  the  army  the  ideas  of  infurreftion  and  in- 
fubordination,  the  contempt  of  duty  and  decorum, 
the  profligacy  of  manners,  and  the  blafphemous  and 
cbfcene  dialed  which  charaderifed  their  party^  in 
Parish     Marat,  bold  through  impunity,  not  only 
harafied  the    minifters  with  repeated  demands  for 
money,  but  when  they  did  not  immediately  comply 
with  his  requefts,  pointed  them  out  in  his  journals  and 
placards  as  objeds  of  popular  fury :  and  reproached 
the  inadivity  of  the  people  in  hefitating  to  exter- 
miiuite  them  ^. 

Mean  time  the  eledion  for  the  members  of  the  Oppofet 
national  convendon  was  proceeding,  and  tlxe  army  ^f^^J^TlST* 
of  the  allied  monarchs  was  advancing  with  hafty  fenbiy.  * 
ftrides  towards  the  capital.  Dumouriez  alone,  witn 
a  handful  of  inexpert  foldiers,  poifoned  by  Jacobinifm, 
and  irrefolute  what  courfe  to  take,  defended  the 
foreft  of  Argoxme,  and,  in  the  event,  faved  the 
country*  Roland  and  his  feeble  co*adjutors,  trem« 
bling  at  danger,  and  confcious  of  the  peril  of  their 
fituadon,  between  an  exafperated  enemy  and  an 
eftranged  and  licentious  populace,  were  earned  with 
the  general  to  abandon  his  fituation  and  draw  his 
troops  nearer  the  capital ;  and  they  had  propofed  to 
move  the  feat  of  government,  the  aflembly,  and  the 
king,  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Loire.  Danton  alone 
fupported  Dumouriez,  and  oppofed  this  cowardly 
ftep,  calculated  only  to  increafe  the  courage  of  the 

f  RolaniTi  Appeal,  fol.  i.  p*94i  95*  S  See  MaHat. 
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enemy,  throw  defpair  amongft  the  people,  dnd 
promote  the  plan  of  a  federal  republic,  to  which 
the  Girondifts  had  begun  again  to  dired  their 
views.  Kerfaint,  in  fupport  of  the  propofed  re- 
moval, affefted  to  demonftrate  that,  in  a  fortnight^ 
the  king  of  PrufTia  would  fup  at  the  Tuilleries. 
Danton  over-ruled  every  argument.  **  I  have 
brought  my  mother  to  Paris,*'  he  exclaimed  ; 
(he  is  feventy  years  of  age;  fhe  and  my  two 
children  arrived  yefterday.  Sooner  than  fee  the 
Pruflians  enter  this  city,  my  family  ihall  perifh 
with  me.  Twenty  thoufand  torches  (hall  reduce 
Paris  to  a  heap  b(  afhes.  Take  care,  Roland^ 
how  you  talk  of  flight,  and  tremble  left  the  people 
fhould  hear  you."  Roland  (hook  with  fear  and 
anger  at  the  fuperior  afcendancy  of  Danton ;  the 
fcheme  was  abandoned,  and  Dumouriez  reinforced  \ 
It  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  fecure  for 


SSr  c^  *  P^''^>  ^  poffible,  a  majority  in  the  national  con* 
vention  :  to  eflfeft  this  Danton  fpared  no  exertions  ; 
he  fprea(l,the  doctrines  which  he  wifhed  to  be  adopted 
through  the  country,  by  means  of  innumerable  and 
clamorous  agents ;  the  flackened  attendance  of  the 
Girondifts  at  the  Jacobins,  confirmed  the  afcendancy 
of  Robefpierre,  who  was  his  fworn  friend  ;  and  the 
affiliated  focieties  throughout  the  departments  em- 
braced with  zeal  the  caufe  of  the  leaders  in  Paris* 
The  fums  Danton  was  enabled  to  draw  from  the 
treafury,  and  thofe  which  hope  or  fear  induced  Or- 
leans to  contribute,  were  ftill  infufficient  for  all  his 
purpofes.  A  great  exploit  muft  be  performed,  in 
which  it  was  neceffary  to  unite  every  attainable  in- 
fluence, to  counterpoife  the  fplenetic  oppofition  of 
thofe  who  were  not  intended  to  partake  the  benefit 
of  the  plot.  Ever  fince  the  loth  of  Auguft  the 
piifons  of  Paris  had  been  filling  with  perfons  arretted 

h  See  the  Life  of  General  Dumouriez^  vol.  iiu  p«  163.  «8S»     Ca- 
mille  DefmouUii»U  Uiftory  of  the  Uriiroliaef>  p«  fto. 
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on  various  charges  of  counter-revolutionary  inten- 
tions ;  and  many  had  been  fliut  up  from  motives  of 
perfonal  diilike,  or  from  no  other  motive  but  the  re- 
putation of  being  rich,  or  becaufe  they  were  or  had 
been  priefts.  The  means  of  incarceration  were 
greatly  increafed  by  a  meafure  refulting  from  a  pro- 
pofal  of  Danton  to  the  aflembly  ;  he  had  propofed 
to  equip  a  volunteer  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men, 
who  fhould  fally  forth  from  Paris  to  meet  the  enemy* 
To  obviate  the  difficulty  of  fupplying  them  with 
arms,  he  propofed  that  individuals  who  poiTefled, 
fliottld  be  compelled  to  furnifh  them ;  and  for  this 
purpofe  domiciliary  viiits  were  direded  to  be  made« 
In  the  courfe  of  thefe  irruptions  into  the  dwellings  of 
individuals,  many  were  carried  to  prifon  without  the 
allegation  of  a  crime,  merely  becaufe  their  perfonal, 
property  tempted  the  avarice,  or  their  talents  or 
loyalty  eircited  fear  in  the  parties  of  Orleans  or  of 
Danton.  Arrefts  were  executed  in  all  quarters ;  in 
the  hottfes,  ftreets,  fquares,  gardens.  The  hackney- 
coaches,  and  the  ibldiers  at  the  command  of  the 
officers  of  juftice,  were  too  few  for  the  purpofe  of 
taking  all  the  perfons  pointed  out  into  cuflody,  and 
of  conveying  them  to  the  prifons  *.  That  the  in* 
tended  maflfacre  of  the  prifoners  was  known  to  fome 
of  them,  is  obvious  from  the  conduct  of  the  unfor* 
tunate  Chantereine,  who  ilabbed  himfelf  in  prifon, 
aifigning  that  as  a  reafon'".  The  priefts  and  ex« 
nobles  were  given  to  underftand  that  it  was  in  con- 
templation to  tranfport  them  to  the  coaft  of  Africa, 

^  I  haTc  aiwayt  confidered  Danton  a  principnl  contriver  of  tbe  maf- 
facret  of  tbe  priibners.  Garac  alone  argues  fesbly  !«g;iinit  it  j  Me* 
moirsy  p.  1)6.  but  on  the  other  fide  tee  rettier's  late  Pi^ure  of  PaHs, 
vol,  ii.  p.  a^o.  »6Sr  479.  478.  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  iiL 
p.  aio.  Pages,  vol.  ii.  p.479.  Playt«iir*8  Uiftory  of  Jacooiniliiiy 
p.  503.  Roland^s  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  93*  »nci  moll  of  the  Hilioiies. 
rtfr  the  manner  in  which  the  prrfons  were  fiHeii,  Dantoi)*s  (peechea 
and  motions  to  obtain  the  decrees.  See  Garat*s  Memoirs,  \u  25.  PeU 
tier*?  late  Pid^urd  of  Paris,  vol.  ii.  p.  270.  199.  and  the  (iebaics  in  thtf 
aflembly.     1 

*  St.  Meard*s  Agony^  p.  10. 
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and  In  that  perfuafion  colIeAed  as  many  of  their  va^ 
luables  as  they  could,  to  procure  fuch  comforts  as 
their  fudden  expatriation  would  permit.  Danton 
fent  for  lifts  of  the  prifoners  as  early  as  the  26th  of 
Auguft  ;  and  Manuel  attended  at  the  prifons  daily, 
to  number  and  call  oyer  the  prifoners ;  and  en- 
couraged them  to  colle£t  their  property,  by  an  am* 
biguous  declaration  that  they  would  be  liberated  the 
fecond  of  September '. 
sd  Sept.  That  day  was  fixed  for  the  mufter  of  the  levier 
Horrible  intended  to  be  fent  out  of  the  capital  to  meet  the  in- 
SepiSbu!i.  vaders  ;  they  were  ordered  to  prefent  themfelves  at 
the  Champ  de  Mars  to  be  enrolled,  and  march  from 
thence  in  a  body.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  the 
moft  alarming  reports  were  circulated,  and  the  moft. 
/atal  jealoufies  excited.  It  was  aflerted  that  the 
Pruifians  had  taken  Chalons,  and  were  v^ithin  ten 
leagues  of  the  gates  of  Paris ;  that  they  were  to  be 
joined  by  an  imfnenfe  force  in  the  departments,  and 
reinforced  by  a  party  in  the  capital,  who,  as  foon  as 
the  new  levies  had  left  the  city,  were  to  rife,  open 
the  prifons,  and,  being  joined  by  the  prifoners,  to 
perpetrate  many  horrid  cruelties  on  the  patriots,  ta 
murder  one-tenth  of  the  other  citizens,  and  to  re^ 
leafe  the  royal  family,  and  reinftate  the  king  in  the 
plenitude  of  his  priftine  power.  At  one  o'clock  the 
cannon  were  fired,  the  tocfin  founded,  the  barriers 
ihut,  and  the  country  proclaimed  to  be  in  danger* 
The  citizens,  panic-ftruck,  and  torpid  with  furprife^ 
retired  to  their  places  of  abode,  while  a  prepared 
band  of  ruffians  went  to  the  various  prifons,  where 
they  commenced  a  fcene  which  will  form  an  eternal 
ftigma  on  the  nation.  They  maflacred  in  cold  blood, 
one  by  one,  a  number  of  priefts,  and  Swifs  officers, 
who  were  confined  at  the  Carmes,  and  other  prifons ; 
they  inftituted  in  each  prifon  a  pretended  court  of 
juftice^  compofed  of  felf-conftituted  judges,  many  of 

<  Peltier*!  late  Pidure,  Tol.  it,  p.sjo. 
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them  foreigners,  and  many  more  who  could  not 
tead  ;  thefe  ruffians  ordered  the  ezecutipn  of  almoft 
every  perfon  who  was  brought  before  them,  and  h 
was  the  melancholy  employment  of  thofe  confined, 
and  who  were  expefting  their  fate,  to  examine  the 
various  modes  of  receiving  the  ftroke  of  death,  and 
calculate  in  which  pofition  it  appeared  to  give  leaft 
pain,  or  occafioned  the  fmalleft  ftruggles.  The  fen* 
tence  of  acqmttal  pronounced  in  favour  of  fome  was 
drowned  m  the  yell  of  the  exterminators  arpund  the 
doors,  and  they  were  inhumanly  butchered.  The 
fame  fate  awaited  fome  who  attended  as  witnefles, 
but  whofe  terrors  overcoming  their  prefence  of 
mind,  were  murdered  amon^ft  the  vidims  they 
came  to  refcue.  Thefe  horrible  fcenes  continued 
the  whole  of  the  fecond  and  third  of  September  ; 
fome  of  the  minifters,  and  fome  members  of  the 
aifembly,  exerted  themfelves  to  procure  their  termi« 
nation,  but  in  vain.  The  minifter  of  juftice  re*^ 
mained  filent,  and  Santerre  the  commandant  of  the 
national  guard  inadive.  Does  this  partial  interfer* 
ence  in  the  minifters  and  the  affembly,  or  this  torpid 
indifference  in  the  citizens  of  Paris,  acquit  them  of 
culpability  in  the  tranfaftion?  Certainly  not.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  affembly  to  have  fent  members 
into  the  feAions  to  exhort  the  people  to  rife  and 
prevent  the  progrefs  of  fuch  horrid  fcenes  ;  the  mi* 
nifters  fhould  have  impeached  and  fuperfeded  fuch 
of  tfadr  colleagues  as  remained  deaf  to  their  calls  ; 
and  finally,  if  the  citizens  of  Paris  perfevered  in 
their  criminal  inactivity,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  le^ 

fiflature  to  have  divided  into  proper  portions,  to 
ave  repaired  to  the  fcenes  of  riot  and  murder,  and 
made  a  rampart  cf  their  bodies^  for  the  protection  ci 
the  unfortunate  vi^ms.  But  that  could  not  be^ 
the  Rolandifts  were  not  forry,  whatever  they  might 
affe6):,  to  learn  the  deftruCtion  of  the  ex^^priefts  and 
Swifs  officers,  and  fome  of  them  were  not  difpleaf^ 
at  the  profpeft  of  fuccefs  to  the  views  of  Ob-leans* 
vox-  u  Y  <4  grcjit 
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A  great  portion  of  the  members  of  the  legiflativc 
affembly  were  devoted  to  him,  and  a  ftill  greater  to 
thofe  who  were  enriching  themfelves  by  the  fpoils  of 
the  viftims.  The  prifons  were  at  length  emptied, 
and  the  aflafUns  fatiated  with  blood  and  plunder. 
Befides  thofe  whom  the  contagion  of  the  example, 
and  the  extenlion  of  the  plan  of  murder  into  the 
departments,  and  whom  private  animofity,  in  Paris, 
deprived  of  life,  upwards  of  five  thoufand  perfons, 
according  to  the  moft  moderate  accounts,  (though 
fome  fay  as  many  as  eight  thoufand,)  were  facri- 
ficed  during  thefe  days  of  horror  and  indelible 
infamy  ". 

The 


m  The  account  of  the  proceedings  on  thefe  days  it  to  be  foond 
tn  all  the  Hiftories  and  Journals.  See  alfo  Peltier*s  late  FiStmt 
of  Paris,  vol.  ii.  p.  a34«  '^S.  31 S.  St.  Meard*s  Agony,  paffim. 
Moore's  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  303*  and  in  various  pliicet  to  the  end  of 
the  volume.  Playfair^s  Hiftoryof  Jacobinifni,  p.  489.  Garat*s  Me- 
moirsi  p.  35.  Conjuration  de  d*Orlean9,  vol.  iii.  p.  its.  And  fee 
Briflbt  a  tout  les  Republicains,  p.  187,  and  p.  ^19,  where  Briflbt, 
affl6ling  to  exculpate  himfelf  and  his  friends,  mentions  the  events  of 
the  lecond  of  September  in  thefe  words  : 

<^  As  to  the  events  of  the  td  of  September,  I  will  prove,  if  I  am 
*<  again  called  on  to  fpeak  of  that  dreadful  day,  which  I  probably 
**  may,  I  will  prove  that  they  had  no  connexion  with  the^iWiiM  rtv^ 
**  itit'an  of  the  lotk  of  Aug^  \  I  will  prove  that  they  were  not  necefliL7 
<*  to  confirm,  that  they  could  only  tend  to  diihonor  it,  and  that  they 
■<  would  have  entirely  deHroyed  its  effef^s,  if  the  views  of  the  pro- 
«  jeAors  had  been  fully  anfwered.  I  will  prove  that  thofe  atrocious 
''  fcenes  were  not  the  ofivprtng  of  chance,  or  of  a  fpontaneous  fenti* 
*(  ment  in  the  people  \  that  they  were  deviled  and  prepared  in  the  ca- 
**  binet  ;*  that  the  parts  were  diftributed  \  that  commiflions  of  judges 
<*  and  executioners  were,  if  I  mayufe  the  expreflion,  regularly  ifluedi 
«Mhat  the  whole  proceeding  was  arranged  $  the  falariet  fixed  j  the 
*^  words  of  order  forefeen  and  communicated  }  the  lifts  of  prifooers 
«'.  examined,  purified,  (according  to  the  phrafe  of  thefe  barbarians,)  re* 
«<* turned  to  the  executioners  «vith  fucb  marks  at  ibould  prevent  die 
<'  poflibility  of  miflake  j  and  that  when  doubtful  cafet  occuntd|  the 
«« judges  referred  to  the  fupreme  regulators  of  the  maflacre.** 

On  this  point,  Brifibt  has  a  note.  «  The  following  was  attefted  to 
*'  me  as  a  faA  :  One  of  thefe  execotioner-judges  was  pnzaled  at  the 
"  Abbaye  refpefling  the  fate  of  a  prifoner,  whofe  defcription  did  not 
'*  tally  with  bis  appearance,  nor  was  his  name  the  fame  as  had  been 
**  given  in.  He  made  the  unhappy  man  fland  afide,  wbile  he  fent  to 
<'  confult  with  the  committee  of  infpedion,  from  vi  horn  the  fatal  de- 
<<  crec  was  expedited  in  theft  words  \  *  It*  is  the  very  man*    Set 
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The  condud  of  Datiton  during  thefe  tranfadlons  Conduarf 
vras  fuch  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  his  being  a  prin-*  ^tw. 
eipal  contriver  of  them ;  the  alarm  of  intended 
aflaflination  was  fpread  amongd  the  prifoners  on  the 
morning  of  the  2d  of  September,  and  their  friends 
made  applications  to  the  miniftry,  and  pointedly  to 
the  minifter  of  juftice,  coming  out  of  the  council 
chamber,  for  an  armed  force  fufficient  for  their  pro« 
te&ion  ;  his  anfwer  was,  "  The  devil  take  the  pri- 
*'  foners ;  what  care  I  what  becomes  of  them "  ?** 
The  events  of  thefe  days  fully  anfwered  his  purpofe  ; 
terror  reprefTed  his  enemies,  and  the  command  of 
money  and  power  he  had  acquired  enabled  him  and 
his  party  to  procure  the  return  of  a  great  proportion 
of  the  members  of  the  convention'',  to  retain  a 
great  number  of  joumalifts  and  party  writers,  and 
to  excite,  at  pleafure,  riots  in  the  capital  or  in  the  de* 
partments.  For  fome  time  previous  to  the  2d  of 
September,  he  had  abfented  himfelf  from  Roland'd 
cabinet  parties,  and  was  confefledly  forming  a  cabal 
againft  him ;  he  encouraged  the  attacks  made  by 
Marat,  and  it  is  even  afTerted  that  he  endeavoured 
to  get  Roland  arretted,  and  confequently  aflaffinat* 
ed  on  that  day  **• 

''RIM  FREE.*    It  it  known  that  this  was  the  watchword  for  mur* 
<«  dcr." 

Briflbt  then  proceeds  }  ''  I  will  proTe  that  the  people  of  Paris  had 

**  DO  ihare  in  thefe  atrocities  worthy  of  cannibals;  that  it  is  not  true, 

**  as  the  decree  of  the  lath  OAober,  wherein  it  is  called  amimfertMi  dty, 

**  calumnioufly  aflertSi  that  it  was  the  aft  of  thirty  tliouland  citizens, 

**  who  had  repaired  to  theCitfw^  it  Mart  to  be  enrolled.    I  will  prove, 

"  in  the  face  of  that  decree,  that  the  maflacre  began  at  two  or  three 

''  o'clock,  at  which  time  there  were  not  a  hundred  cititens  in  tba 

"  Chamf  dt  MoHi  that  the  maflacre  preceded  the  enrolment }  that  all 

"  the  motives  alleged  in  its  juftification  are  abibrd  j  that  precautions 

**  have  even  been  t^en  to  infert  in  the  journals  falfe  and  fabulous  pre- 

**  tences  ;  that  thefe  horrors  might  haire  been  eafily  repreCTed  ^  that  tb« 

**  maflacres  were  committed  by,  at  moft  a  hundred,  unknown  free-* 

^*  hooters,  joined  by  a  few  inhabitants  of  Parit>  who  vej  to  this  day^ 

*'  the  deteftation  of  their  fellow-citisens*?* 

*  RoUind>  Appeal,  vol.i.  p.  loi.  n* 

•  Appel|  &c.  vol.  ii.  p.  69. 

P  RoIand^s  Appeal,  ▼ol.  i.  p.  93*  lor^ 
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Member  of     Danton  was  elefted  member  of  the  convendon 
the  con-     foy  pj^^jg .  j^g  ^^  obliged,  in  order  to  take  his  feat 

in  the  legiflature,  to  give  up  his  iituation  as  mini* 
fter,  but  he  continued  to  ezercife  the  fundions,  pro- 
vifionally,  till  a  new  minifter  (hould  be  appointed. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  he  had  formed  the  projed 
ft4tb  Sept.  of  retaining  both  fituations,  as  he  objefted  to  the 
ufe  of  the  word  gi-devant  in  a  report  where  he  was 
mentioned.     He  alleged,  that,  notwithftanding  his 
being  a  deputy,  he  was  a  minifter  in  every  fenfe  of 
the  word,  till  a  new  one  was  appointed,  adding, 
that,  by  the  convocation  of  a  national  convention^  the 
people  bad  abrogated  all  former  laws.     This  fophiltry 
sotb  oa.  was  not  attended  with  fuccefs,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  refign  his  minifterial  charafter,  on  the  appoints 
ment  of  Garat  \     He  acquired  great  additional  po- 
pularity by  his  motion  made  the  firfl:  day  the  con- 
vention aifembled,  "  That  the  conftitution,  when 
^  decreed,  fhouid  be  fubmitted  to  the  people  in  the 
*'  primary  affemblies ;"  and  by  another  made  the 
day  after,  ^*  that  the  people  had  a  right  to  choofe 
f '  judges,  and  that  without  reftridion  as  to  education 
Hit  excr-  *.'  or  profeffion.**  His  rancor  againft  Roland  produced 
«">n»        many  motions,  fpeeches,  and  eflForts,  tending  to  de- 
iSland,     ft^oy  the  popularity  of  that  minifter,  and  to  procure 
his  expulfion  from  office.     Being  obliged  to  refign 
his  own  place  in  adminiftration,  he  endeavoured  to 
prevail  on  Roland  to  do  the  fame,  in  hopes  after- 
wards to  have  invalidated  his  eleftion ;    but  this 
fcheme  was  fruftrated  by  the  penetration  of  the  mi- 
nifter's  friends,  and  the  majority  they  poffeffed  in 
the  convention  \     It  was  propofed  by  his  party,  that 
Roland  fhouid  be  invited  to  retain  his  feat  in  the 
convention  as  well  as  his  place  of  minifter.    This 
Danton  oppofed  with  all  his  eloquence,  and  with 
all  the  acrimony  he  could ;  he  even  defcended  fo 

%  Mercurt  Fnin^oitf  N^  du  6  Oflobre  179^1  p«  6» 
'  Rolaiid*t  Appeal,  voJ.  i.  p*  115* 
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low  as  to  make  a  perfonal  allufion  to  madame  Ro- 
land ;  but  this  was  fo  ill  received  that  the  motion 
would,  in  ail  probability,  have  been  carried  had  it 
not  been  fugg^fted  by  Cambon,  that  in  fo  doing  the 
aflembly  would  weaken  the  refponfibility  of  the  mi- 
nifter,  who  himfelf  wrote  to  the  convention,  the 
next  day,  declining  his  feat  % 

Danton  did  not  confine  his  vindiftive  exertions  to  ««d  gene- 
Roland  ;  general  Montefquieu  was  alfo  an  objeft  of  "L^fuf 
them  ;  but  his  fucceiTes  baffled  for  a  time  the  malice  s4ib  Sepu 
of  his  turbulent  adverfary,  who  not  content  with 
giving  inftruftions  to  one  of  his  officers  to  piftol  him 
tf  he  made  the  leaft  retrograde  movement,  caufed  a 
motion  to  be  made,  and  fupported  it  with  his  ufual 
pertinacity,  that  the  general  had  loft  the  confidence 
of  the  nation,    and  ihould  be  difmiiTed  from  his 
command  ^ 

His  whole  attention,  however,  could  not  be  em-  i«  himfcif 
ployed  in  making  attacks ;  he  was  obliged  to  defend  ■"*^'"^« 
nimfelf  and  friends  againft  the  accufadons  of  others. 
The  projeft  of  fetting  up  a  diftator,  or  vefting  the 
government  of  the  country  in  a  triumvirate,  which 
wa3  imputed  to  him  and  Robefpierre,  and  the.  eva- 
fion  of  an  inquiry  into  the  mafiacres  in  the  prifons, 
were  the  fubjefts  of  much  trouble  to  him  in  the 
convention  and  in  the  clubs ;  but  his  addrefs  and  po- 
pularity, aided  by  the  fears  of  the  Briflbtines  to 
prefs  matters  too  far,  and  the  audacity  and  aftivity 
of  Marat,  triumphed  over  every  difficulty.  He  was 
one  of  the  committee  for  forming  the  new  conftitu- 
tion  ",  and,  on  the  refignation  of  Petion,  ftood  can- 
didate for  the  mayoralty  of  Paris^  but  obtained  only 
fixty-feven  fuffrages '. 

'  For  thefe  and  his  other  motions,  fpeecbes^  and  exertions  ag^ainft 
Roland,  Tec  Debates,  and  Moore*t  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  193.  195.  241. 

'  Debates.    See  alfo  Moore*8  Jonrnal,  Tol.  ii.  p.  47  10,53. 
V  See  Debates,  and  Moore^s  Journal,  vol.  ii.  pafiim. 
1^  Mercore  Fran^ois^  N^du  3  Novembrc  1791,  p.  48. 
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Hit  eio«  Danton  poflefled  a  great  fund  of  natural  elo* 
quence.  qugnce,  which  fupplied  the  defefts  of  education, 
and  enabled  him  often  by  a  powerful  exertion  to 
da(h  to  pieces  the  flimfy  ftnifture  of  Briflbtine  de* 
clamations.  They  brought  ready-made  fpeeches  to 
the  convention,  and  read  them  in  the  tribune  with 
an  affeded  grace.  He,  acting  from  the  impulfe  of 
the  moment,  obeying  the  dilates  of  his  impetuous 
pafHons,  and  yielding  to  the  fury  of  his  gigantic  con* 
ceptions,  poured  forth,  in  unadorned  language,  thofe 
(lupendous  and  terrific  ideas  which  infufed  into  his 
hearers  all  the  paflions  by  which  he  himfelf  was  agi- 
tated»  and  produced  all  the  moft  daring  exertions 
which  marked  the  revolution.  He  never  wrote  or 
printed  a  difcourfe  ^,  but  the  audacity  of  his  concept 
tions,  the  terror  of  his  countenance,  and  the  thunder 
of  his  voice,  left  on  the  mind  thofe  impreflions 
which  no  prepared  effufions  could  eradicate.  He 
poffeffed  this  gift  of  extempore  delivery  in  common 
with  Mirabeau,  whom  he  is  faid  to  have  chofen  as 
a  model  '♦  His  chief  charafteriftic  was  decifion ; 
he  fcorned  a  compromife.  Ever  occupied  about 
great  achievements,  he  did  not  (loop  to  minute 
points,  but  was  fo  impetuous  in  his  career,  that  had 
his  advice  been  followed,  France  muft  have  plunged 
into  a  war  with  all  Europe,  and  rejefted  every  at- 
ftS4h  Sept.  tempt,  at  conciliation.  He  was,  I  believe,  the  iiril 
Hatred  of  ^h^^  [^  (\^^  ^^11  of  the  legiflature,  declared  that  the 
'"^*  convention  ought  to  confider  themfelves  the  enemies 
of  royal  power.  Thefe  were  fome  of  his  expret 
fions :  "  At  the  fame  time  that  we  give  liberty  to 
**  neighbouring  nations,  we  ought  to  fay  to  them, 
**  You  muft  have  no  more  kings ;  for,  while  we 
**  are  furrounded  by  tyrants,  their  coalition  might 
•'  endanger  our  liberty. — JVhen  the  French  nation 
*^/ent  us  hither  as  deputies j  they  created  a  grand  cm- 
•'  wittee  of  the  general  injur  redlion  of  all  peofle  againjl 

f  Garat*t  Mcmoiri^  p.  sajr.  >  I'agc*!  vol.  ii.  p.  469. 
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*.*  all  the  kings  in  the  univerfe  ■/*  He  repeated  a  fimi-  i+th  oa. 
Jar  fentiment  in  the  Jacdbin  club,  when  PiTmouriez 
made  his  appearance  there  after  the  retreat  of  the  t 
king  of  Pruffia.  "  Under  your  diredUon,  the  re- 
*'  publican  pike  fliall,  every  where,  break  the  regal 
*'  fceptre,  and  thrones  fhall  vanifh  before  the  red 
**  cap  with  which  this  fociety  has  honoured  you  \** 

With  thefe  fentiments,  it  may  naturally  be  fup-  Condua 
pofed  that  he  was  very  aftive  in  promoting  the  trial  [^JkiJl^ 
of  the  unfortunate  Louis.     Briffot  tells  us,  that  two 
or  three  months  before  that  event,  Danton  enter- 
tained no  intention  of  bringing  him  to  the  fcaffold, 
but  told  Guadet,  Petion,  and  ten  others,   befides 
Briflbt  himfelf,  that  he  thought  imprifonment  the 
moft  proper  and  politic  determination  *.     I  think  it 
very  improbable,  confidering  the  violent  animofity 
which  fubfifted  between  Danton  and  the  BriiTotine 
feftion,  at  the  period  alluded  to,  confidering  the  fe- 
verity  with  which  he  was  treated  in  Briffot*s  paper  **, 
and  his  competition  with  Guadet  for  the  prefident- 
Ihip  of  the  convention  *,  that  he  fliould  have  dif-  «8tl>  o^» 
clofed  to  any  of  thefe  perfons  his  private  fentiments 
on  any  fubjeft.     He  was  one  of  the  moft  ardent  in 
forwarding  the  trial,  and  aftually  made  a  motion  30A  Nor. 
that  the  conveAtion  fhould  employ  themfelves  upon 
it  without  intermiffion  till  it  was  brought  to  a  con* 
clufion  ^     His  difpofition  on  this  fubjeft  was  fo  well 
known,  that  it  created  general  furprife  when  he  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  commiffioner,  and  went,  before 
the  trial,  to  fuperintend  the  army  in  Belgium.     This  J'jl^^^* 
circumftance,  however,  is  thus  accounted  for.     M.  tra'nd\  ^^' 
]^rtrand,  who  had  then  retired  to  England,  fearing  letter,    . 
the  ill  efie&s  of  the  violence  and  inveteracy  difpl^yed 

*  Debates.     Moore's  Journal,  vo].  ii.  p.  6i. 

k  Robefpierre  a  fes  Commcttans,  vol.  i.  p.  51*     Moore*t  Journal^ 
T«l.  ii.  p.  158. 

*  BiiflTot  a  fes  Commettans,  p.  iS.  n. 

*  M«ore*s  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  «35. 

c  Debates.     Political  State,  vol.  ii.  p.  659. 

i  Pebsitcs.    Mercure  Francois,  N^^du  8  Pecembrc  179%^  p*  xo8. 
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by  I>anton,  iirrote  him  a  letter^  dating,  that  among 
the  papers  received  from  M.  de  Montmorin,  there 
was  one  containing  an  account  of  the  fums  received 
by  Danton  from  the  civil  lift,  for  what  fervices,  and 
by  whofe  hands ;  that  a  letter  of  Danton's  own  writ- 
ing would  prove  the  fa£t ;  and  threatening,  unlefs 
he  behaved  on  the  king's  trial  as  became  a  man  fo 
well  paid,  he  would  communicate  the  papers  in  his 
pofleffion  to  the  convention,  and  have  them  placard- 
ed in  every  ftreet  in  Paris.     M.  de  Bertrand,  it  is 
true,  had  ieen  the  papers  in  queftion,  but  never  had 
them  in  his  poiTellion.     By  this  pious  deceit,  how« 
ever,  he  filenced  one  of  the  king's  moft  tremendous 
adverfaries '.    Danton  returned  from  the  army  in 
i6th  Jan.  time  to  vote  for  the  king's  death.     On  the  firft  quef- 
»7»3-        tion  he  barely  faid— «  Guilty :— Yes,  I  affirm  it.*' 
He  counterafted  the  effeft  of  the  argument,  that, 
*'  as  judges,  no  lefs  than  two-thirds  of  the  conven- 
**  tion  could  form  a  fufiicient  majority  to  condemn," 
byobferving,  "  That  as  the  convention  reprefented  the 
**  people,  they  ought,  like  them,  to  judge  by  an  abfo- 
*'  lute  majority  ;  That  fuch  a  majority  was  fufEcient 
**  to  decide  the  queftion  of  war,  or,  in  other  words, 
<^  the  condemnation  of  many  thoufands.''     He  com- 
bated the  appeal  to  the  people,  and  voted  for  death, 
with  execution  of  the  fentence  in  twenty-four  hours. 
This  muft  have  been  a  period  of  dreadful  agitation 
to  Danton  ;  for  between  the  fear  of  M.  Bertrand's 
threatened  publication,   and  that  of  offending  his 
own  party^  he  muft  have  fuftained  as  much  alarm 
as  he  was  capable  of  feeling. 
Tranf^c-       During  their  ftay  in  Belgium,  Danton  and  his 
mnsin     felbw-commiflioner  la  Croix   praftifed  every  vio- 
*"*™'   lence  and  excefs,  and  excited  the  inhabitants  of  the 
conquered  tisrritories  to  render  themfelves  worthy  of 
an  union  with  France  by  imitating  the  conduft  of 
that  country,  by  eftablifliing  the  guillotine,  ajid  by 

s  Btrtrand^a  Private  M^otn>  to1»  iii.  p.  i^i* 
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plundering  the  clergy  ^.  They  fucceeded  in  fomc 
degree,  though  not  to  the  extent  they  wifhed ;  but 
in  another  point,  that  of  felf-aggrandizement,  their 
fuccefs  was  ample  and  fpeedy;  Damon's  ihare 
amounted  to  one  million  four  hundred  thouland 
livres  S  (61,250/.)  and  the  other  commifiioner,  the 
general,  and  many  more  were  fortunate  in  proportion. 
It  has  been  fuggefted  that  this  profitable  miffion  was 
a  bait  laid  by  Robefpierre  to  enfnare  Danton,  of  whom 
he  began  to  be  jealous,  by  means  of  his  avarice  ^. 

After  the  king's  execution,  Danton  employed  and  in  tKt 
himfelf  in  forwarding  the  operations  of  the  war,  «<>"▼«■- 
and  in  promoting  the  views  of  his  party.  To  Dan- 
ton are  owing  thofe  grand  military  expedients  which 
have  aftoniflied  all  mankind;  the  riiing  en  mqffe^ 
the  requifition,  and  the  liberation  of  debtors  to  re- 
cruit the  armies.  The  revolutionary  tribunal,  the 
revolutionary  army,  and  the  revolutionary  commit- 
tees, likewife  owed  their  organization  to  his  genius '. 
The  defertion  of  Dumouriez  produced  an  accufation  "ftApriU 
againft  him,  founded  on  the  friendfliip  known  to  ^Jnced, 
fubfift  between  him  and  that  general,  and  their  con- 
nexion with  Orleans.  The  charge  was  conduced 
by  la  Source  ;  but  Danton,  by  ingenioufly  convert- 
ing the  arguments  of  criminality  againft  the  Briflbt- 
ines,  fecured  the  favor  of  the  Mountain  and  the 
galleries,  and  was  acquitted '".  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  Danton  was  long  a  violent  partifan  of 
Orleans,  and,  even  in  the  myfterious  confpiracy  of 
the  loth  of  March,  had  affifted  at  the  cabinet 
councils  of  Charenton ;  but  the  impenetrable  ob- 
fcurity  in  which  that  aflFair  is  involved,  leaves  it  to- 
tally doubtful  at  what  precife  period  he  abandoned 
his  firft  patron  \ 

^  Life  of  General  Dvmooriet,  Tot.  tii.  p«  376.  400.  426. 

i  Roland**  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  S8.  iiS. 

fc  Beat  de  la  France,  par  M.  de  Montgaiiltrd,  p.  67* 

I  Idem,  p.  67.    Garafft  Memoirs^  p.  240,     Dcbatet*    Hiftories. 

A  Debates.     Political  State,  voK  lii.  p*47i« 

F  Garat*9  Mcmoin,  p.  170* 
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Hit  con-        Although  Danton  was  a  ftrenuous  mountain^r, 

tafdrthe  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  entered  fully  into  the 
Briflbt-  views  of  Robefpierre  and  Marat  againft  the  oppofing 
inw,  party.  Garat  attributes  this  to  an  extreme  tender- 
nefs  and  humanity ;  qualities  little  to  be  expedted  in 
Danton,  It  was  at  one  time  propofed  to  him  that 
the  perfons  whofe  anjmofities  hindered  the  convene 
tion  from  attending  to  the  public  good>  fhould  retire ; 
he  acceded  to  the  propofition  with  tranfport,  but 
when  it  was  mentioned  by  Barrere  in  the  legiflature 
he  afforded  no  countenance  to  the  motion.  His 
condud  certainly  was  equivocal,  and  betrayed  fome 
fymptoms  of  a  wifh  to  return  to  virtue  and  modera- 
tion, which  prevented  the  more  violent  Jacobins  from 
intruding  him  with  the  full  extent  of  their  views* 
31  ft  May.  He  w^$  given  to  under  (land  that  BriiTot  and  Gen- 
fonne  only  were  meant  to  be  deftroyed  by  the  iii- 
furre£tion  then  in  agitation ;  and  when  he  came  to 
the  hall  of  the  convention  the  day  it  was  carried 
into  effeft,  he  anfwered  Garat,  who  interrogated 
him  a$  to  its  object,  that  nothing  was  intended  but 
the  deftru6kion  of  a  few  printing  preffes ".  In  the 
progrefs  of  the  conteft,  when  Henriot  refufed  to 
permit  the  members  to  leave  the  hall,  he  difplayed 
the  moft  violent  indign?ttion,  and  denounced  ven^ 
geance  on  the  head  of  the  ruffian  ^. 
Examjna-  From  this  period  Danton  gave  way  to  his  natural 
▼iews.  **  indolence  and  love  of  luxury.  He  refided  princi- 
pally at  Arcis-fur-Aube,  in  a  ftyle  which  convinced 
every  one  that  he  was  ^fam  culotie  only  in  name ', 
He  is  faid  to  have  been  mocked  at  the  progrefs  of 
Robefpierre's  crimies,  and  the  duration  of  the  revo- 
lutionary government,  and  to  have  meditated  a  new 
fyftem  in  which  perfonal  animofities  Ihould  have 
been  forgotten,  and  the  Mountain  and  Plain  united 


•  Gjir3t*8  Memoirs,  p.  174..  177.  233,  134. 

P  Mifs  Williams**  Letters  in  1794,  vol.  i.  p.  74. 

9  Briflbt  a  fet  Commettans,  p.  32.  135,    Roland*!  Appeal^  &c 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  republic  '•    This  account  ig 
Aot  without   fome  appearance  of  probability,  for 
though  Damon,  in  compliance  with  the  fafhion  of  the 
times,  was  as  violent  as  ever  in  his  language  whest 
he  fpoke    in   public,   yet  many  of   his  turbulent 
fpeeches  contained  merciful  fentiments ;  and  though 
he  flrengthened  the  powers  of  the  two  committees, 
he  feems  to  have  entertained  a  wi(h  to  mitigate  their 
leverities.     But  thefe  are  mere  conjedures,  for  his 
conduft  was  fo  mixed  that  little  of  his  pofitive  views 
can  be  determined ;  and  the  reports  of  friends,  or 
of  perfons  lefs  informed,  refpefting  intentions  not 
vifibly  demonftrated,  muft  be  received  with  extreme 
caution.     He  promoted  the  cruelties  and  injuftice  31ft  Aug. 
praftifed  on  the  merchants  of  Marfeilles,  and  was  a 
ftrenuous  advocate  for  rigor  in  mod  departments  of 
the  adnyqiflration.     On  the  other  hand,  he  was  an  5th  Feb, 
advocate  for   the  gradual,  inftead  of  too   fudden  '794- 
abolition  of  flavery ;    fpoke  in  favor  of  allowing  si'i  Non 
falaries  to  the  priefts,  who,   having  abjured  their  '^93* 
iacerdotal  character,  were  true  republicans  ;  and  of  ^3^  Feb. 
mitigating  the  feverities  againft  ex-nobles ".  '^^*' 

Whatever    might    be    his   views   refpefting    his  Enmity 
country,  he  does  not  feem  to  have  entertained  any  pie^, 
jmimofity  againft  Ropefpierre  ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
pioft  perfect  union  appeared  to  fubfift  between  them. 
Danton  had  attempted,  like  Mirabeau,  to  obtain  a  J*^  ^*'^* 
decree  for  uniting  the  minifterial  to  the  legiflative 
character ;  in  this  he  was  not  fupported  by  Robef- 
pierre,  and  failed ;  but  when  he  was  accufed  of  being  «ft  April, 
an  accomplice  of  Dumouriez,  and  on  another  occa-  ^Jft^Aug, 
iiou,  when  a  letter  fuppofed  to  be  his,  but  apparently  1793. 
febricated  by  the  fugitive  Briffotines,  was  read  in  the 
convention,    Robefpierre   defended  and    applauded 
him^     Yet  in  fecret   Robefpierre  is  faid  to  have 

'  Garaf  t  Memoirs,  p.  141,  243 ,  244..     See  alfo  Pagi^$i  vol.  ii. 
p.  203.  504,  &c. 

9  Ser  Debates.    Garaf  s  MeinoirS|  p.  ^49.  t  See  Debates. 
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envied  and  hated  Danton,  and  to  have  refolved  on 
his  deftruftion  long  before  an  opportunity  prefented 
itfelf  for  carrying  his  projeft  into  effeft.  Danton 
ftruggled  very  little  for  the  attainment  of  fupreme 
power,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  vanity  had  its 
ihare  in  influencing  his  forbearance ;  he  was  confcious 
of  the  fuperiority  of  his  own  powers  to  thofe  of  his 
political  rivals,  and  thought  that  he  who  had  been 
fo  inftrumental  in  making,  could  with  equal  eafe 
deftroy  them  when  he  thought  proper,  and  he  fell 
into  the  common  error  of  fancying  popularity  a 
fecure  and  ftable  tenure,  of  which  being  once 
poiTeiTed,  he  could  continue  to  hold  it  without 
exertion  and  in  fpite  of  intrigue  **•  But  Robefpierre, 
who  aimed  at  ruling  alone,  and  who  dreaded  a 
rival  fo  formidable  as  Danton,  marked  him  for 
deftrudion  long  before  he  permitted  any  figns  of 
his  intentions  to  be  vifible.  He  faw  with  pleafure 
the  attack  made  on  him  by  Hebert,  who  mfldioufly 
undermined  his  charaAer  by  reprobating  the  rich 
patriots  in  one  of  the  numbers  of  his  Pere  Duchefne^. 
It  was  moft  convenient  to  Robefpierre  to  cutoff 
Hebert  and  his  party  firft  ;  the  fervices  Danton  had 
recently  rendered  him,  and  his  influence  with  the 
public,  as  well  on  account  of  his  fervices,  as  through 
his  party  in  the  convention  and  the  committees, 
prevented  an  immediate  and  undifguifed  attack ;  but 
his  getting  en  mauvaife  odeur  was  a  circumftance 
perfeftly  agreeable  to  the  views  of  Maximilian. 
Danton  was  fo  unconfcious  of  what  was  contriving 
againft  him,  fo  wrapt  up  in  enjoyment  and  fecurity, 
that  he  conrinued  to  cement  the  power  of  his  un- 
grateful and  perfidious  friend,  while  he  was  refo- 
19th  Mar.  lutely  purfuing  his  downfal.  On  the  arreftation  of 
>794.       Fabre  d*Eglantine,  Chabot,  Bazire,  and  Delaunay, 

"  See  Etat  de  la  France,   ji.  14.     Pages,  vol.  ii.   p.  173.    Mift 
WiMtaint*s  Letters  in  1794^  vol.  ii.  p.  13  and  14..   vol.  iii.  |n  7i« 
'  Koliuid*ft  Appeali  vol«  i.  p.  175* 
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he  pleaded  ftfofigly  agalnft  their  bemg  heard  at  the 

bar  of  the  convention,  and  for  the  confidence  of  that 

body  in  the  two  committees.     A  very  few  days  after  soth  Mar. 

he  was  arreftedby  an  emanation  of  the  fame  power ;  J^'JlLit^ 

and  the  motion  of  his  friend  Legendre,  that  he  fliould 

be  heard  at  the  bar,  over-ruled  by  a  repetition  of  the 

fubflance  of  his  own  argument. 

Some  people  have  aflerted  ^y  and  a  negligent  His  fall 
compiler  of  an  annual  publication  has  repeated  it  %  "^«"?"J 
that,  ^'  a  ihort  time  before  the  arreft  of  Danton,  an  p^cn^ 
interview  was  brought  about  between  them  by 
the  influence  of  a  common  friend,  in  the  hope  of 
effecting  a  reconciliation.  Danton,  after  a  long 
converfation,  finding  it  impofTible  to  make  an  im« 
<^  preflion  on  his  implacable  rival,  who  heard  him 
*^  v(ith  a  look  of  infuit  and  malignity,  is  faid  to  have 
*'  burft  into  tears,  and  to  have  left  the  room  with 
^^  the  prophetic  exclamation,  I  fee  that  my  fate  is 
««  decided,  but  my  death  will  be  your  ruin."  It 
would  be  too  much  to  aflert  that  this  anecdote  is 
entirely  devoid  of  foundation,  but  it  bears  internal 
evidence  of  falfity,  as  it  is  repugnant  to  the  charac- 
ters of  the  two  aftors  in  the  fcene.  It  is  hardly 
poilible  for  any  perfon  who  has  contemplated  the 
conduct  of  Robefpierre,  to  frame  an  idea  of  his 
warning  his  vi£tim,  and  expoflulating  with  him  per* 
fonally  before  he  ftruck.  It  is  almofl  as  impoffible 
to  imagine  Danton  quietly  awaiting  the  meditated 
injury  without  refource  either  in  policy  or  courage, 
abandoned  to  defpair,  and  lamenting  his  &te  vnth 
tears.  The  fall  of  Danton  did  certainly  contribute 
more  than  all  his  crimes  to  precipitate  Robefpierre 
from  his  eminence*,  by  uniting  through  fear,  re- 
fulting  from  experienced  ingratitude,  a  powerful 
party  in  the  convention  and  the  conrnuttees;  but 

7  Mifs  Williarot^s  Letten  in  1794,  vol.  ii«  p.  sj. 

*  New  Annual  Kegifttr  for  1794,  p.  155, 

*  Confpiracjr  of  Robefpierre^  p.  ao^, 
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l^anton  alone,  had    he    obtained   information    of 
the  intended  proceeding,    could    have  rallied  that 
party  around  his  own  perfon,  divided  the  Jacobins^ 
created  an  infutreCtion,  and  have  difputed  the  reins 
of  power  with  the  wary  dictator  himfelf.     He  had^ 
if  we  believe  implicitly  his   declarations  while  in 
prifon,  fome  indire£l  intimation  of  what  was  in  con-* 
tiemplation,   but  not  fuf&cient  to  excite  alarm,  or 
induce  immediate  preparation  for  his  defence  ^. 
Hi*  cod-         It  is  a  fmgularity  well  worthy  to  be  recorded,  that 
p^fon"       Hebert,  Chaumette,  Robefpierre,  and  Danton,  in 
their  refpeftive  turns,  all  occupied  the  fame  cell  in 
die  Conciergerie.     Hebert  behaved  with  the  utmoft 
feeblenefs,  and  fainted  away.     Robefpierre,  ftretched 
out  on  a  bed,  wounded,  and  in  the  moft  excruciating 
tortures,  feemed   like  a  man  juft  awaking  from  a 
long  dream  S     Danton  talked  much,  and  affefted 
to  give  an  apcphthegmatical   turn  to   his  phrafes, 
hoping  by  the  repetition  of  them  that  they  would 
imprefs  themfelves  on  the  minds  of  the  public,  and 
infpire  a  party  to  avenge  his  caufe.     Too  well  ac* 
quainted  with  the  parties  who  had  devoted  him  to 
deftru6lion  to  expert  a  fair  trial,  he  bent  to  his  fate 
with  a  good  grace,  and  exerted  himfelf  to  create 
fuch  a  fhare  of  commiferation  and  refpeft  as  might 
excite  and  keep  alive  the  flame  of  revenge.     Yet  it 
was  fufficiently  obvious  he  only  afted  a  part ;  there 
Ivas  a  fort  of  cant,  a  gloflfy  affedtation  in  what  he  iaid^ 
which  never  proceeds  from  the  heart.     "  This  day 
**  twelvemonth,"  faid  he,  "  I  procured  the  inftitu- 
tion  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  for  which  J  afk 
pardon  of  God  and  man ;  I  did  it,  not  with  a 
view  to  its  becoming  the  fcourge  of  humanity, 
but  to  prevent  a  renewal  of  the  fcenes  of  the 
fecond   of    September."       Hypocrite!    He  alfo 
launched  out  affededly  into  the  praifes  of  a  country 
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life,  wifhed  himfelf  a  poor  fifherman,  declaimed  on 
the  beauties  of  nature,  iind  "  babbled  of  green 
**  fields/*  All  thefe  things  were  expreffed  in  his 
ufual  ftyle,  with  a  mixture  of  execrations  and  ob- 
fcenities  ^. 

Before  the  revolutionary  tribunal  he  behaved  sth  April 
with  ftern  imperioufnefs  :  being  afked  his  name  and  {/efonce 
abode,  he  anfwered  that  his  abode  would  foon  be  a  before  tho 
non-entity,  but  his  name  would  live  in  the  pantheon  [J^J^^ 
of  hiftory.  He  refufed  to  anfwer  interrogatories,  tribunal, 
unlefs  confronted  by  his  accufers  Barrere  and  Robef- 
pierre,  and  amufed  himfelf  while  they  were  putting 
them  to  him,  by  fliooting  paper  bullets  in  the  face 
of  the  prefident.  His  behaviour  animated  Camilla 
Defmoulins,  and  the  reft  who  were  tried  with  him, 
except  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  who  was  enfeebled  by 
illnefs  and  overwhelmed  with  fear.  The  prefident 
was  obliged  to  difpatch  a  meifenger  to  the  conven- 
tion, and  obtain  a  decree  empowering  the  jury  to 
pafs  fentence  on  refraftory  prifoners ;  but  Robefpierre 
and  Barrere  refufed  to  attend,  on  pretence  that 
there  was  a  plot  to  aifaffinate  them.  Though  Danton 
had  no  hope  of  faving  his  life,  he  made  a  defence 
that  it  might  be  tranfmitted  to  the  public.  In  vain 
the  prefident  endeavoured  to  filence  him,  his  Sten- 
torian voice  drowned  the  tinkling  of  the  bell. 
*•  Prifoner,"  faid  the  magiftrate,  *'  do  you  not  hear 
"  the  bell  ?'*  "  Prefident,"  anfwered  Danton,  "  the 
voice  of  a  man  defending  his  life  and  character 
ought  to  filence  your  bell.*'  The  people,  unufed 
to  fuch  boldnefs,  exprefied  their  difapprobation  in 
murmurs.  "  People,"  cried  he,  "  form  your 
judgment  of  me  when  you  have  heard  me,  what 
I  fay  ought  to  be  heard,  not  by  you  only,  but  by 
**  all  France '  j  before  fix  months  are  paft,  you  will 

*  Memoires  d'un,D6t£nu,  p.  73.   Mlfs  Willlams^s  Letters  in  1794, 
Tol.  ii.  p.  17. 

*  £»t  dt  U  France,  p.  76. 
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^^  tear  to  pieces  thofe  who  now  fit  in  judgment  on 
**  me,  as  well  as  the  fcoundreis  by  whofe  orders  I 
•*  am  brought  to  trial.  They  have  reduced  you  to 
"  flavery,  and  are  now  daily  facrificing  you."  He 
was  at  length  prevailed  on  to  retire,  under  pre- 
tence of  taking  fome  refrefhment,  and,  in  his  ab« 
fence,  condemned  by  virtue  of  the  decree  againft 
contumacious  prifoners,  which  had  been  juft  obtained 
from  the  convention  ^ 
Hiaexecu-  Sentence  was  paflfed  on  him  at  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  at  fix  he  was  carried  to  the 
guillotine'.  He  fubmitted  to  his  fate  with  forti« 
tude,  and  even  aflfefted  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
pleafantry.  He  quibbled  with  Fabre  d'Eglantine, 
the  poet,  on  the  word  versj  which  fignifies  wormsy 
as  well  as  verfes.  **  Nous  aliens  tous  etre  poetes^  car 
**  nousferons  des  vers^^  was  his  pun.  He  converfed 
cheerfully  as  he  fat  in  the  cart  with  his  fellow 
fiiSerers,  and  anfwered  the  infults  of  the  mob  by 
looks  of  piercing  contempt  and  indignation.  His 
boldnefs  in  meeting  death  procured  refped  and  even 
fympathy,  which  his  general  character  would  not 
have  excited,  and.  which  was  afliduoufly  kept  alive 
by  thofe  of  his  friends,  who  were  leagued  againft 
the  tyrant  Robefpierre.  They  fpread  with  diligence 
the  report  that  his  bare  head  as  he  went  to  the 
place  of  execution,  refembled  that  of  Socrates  in  the 
antique  gems  ^.  Such  an  aflbciation  was  a  compli- 
ment to  his  character ;  but  by  the  mod  authentic 
accounts  of  the  philofopher,  it  was  none  to  his 
phyfiognomy. 
P«r-  Danton  was  not  tall  but  broad,  with  lungs  of 
MTt  "tiid  uncommon  ftrength,  and  a  face  marked  by  a  variety 
ftoius.      of  ftrong  and  uncontrolable  paifions.     Madame  Ro- 

f  For  »n  Bccotmt  of  his  trial,  fee  alfo  New  Annual  Regider  for 
S794>  P*  35^t  357i  Si^*     Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  vi.  p.  %\\* 
S35.  x\%>  337.  34'i<     Playfair*8  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  625^  6»6. 
t  Playfair*s  Jacobiniiin,  p.  599, 
^  Mill  Wiiliamt*!  Letters  in  1794^  vol.  ii.  p.  30, 
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land  pourtrays  him  forcibly,  and  though  a  pre- 
judiced reporter,  her  means  of  information  were  fa 
good,  and  her  defcription  is  fo  ftrong  as  to  merit 
attention.      **  Contemplating    his    forbidding  and 
«<  favage  features,  I  could  not  bring  myfelf  to  affociate 
*^  the  idea  of  a  good  man  with  fuch  a  countenance^ 
^*  I  never  faw  any  thing  that  fo  perfeftly  charac- 
"  terifed  the  violence  of  brutal  paflions,  and  the 
moft  aftonifhing  audacity,  half  cloaked  under  a 
jovial  air,  and  th^  affeAation  of  iranknefs  and  a 
*'  fort  of  fimplicity.      My  imagination  has   often 
^^  figured  to  me  Danton,  with  a  dagger  in  his  hand, 
^  encpurafjing  by  his   voice  and  aftion    a    troop 
^^  of  atflaiTms,  more   timid  or  lefs  ferocious  than 
^^  himfelf,  or,  fated  with  crimes,  indicating  his  habits 
**  and  propenfities  by  the  geftures  of  a  Sardanapa- 
**  lus.     I  would  defy  an  expert  painter  not  to  find 
**  in  the  perfon  of  Danton  all  the  requifites  for  fuch 
**  a  ^ompofition  ^"       Dr.  Moore's    defcription  is 
equally  forcible,  though  lefs  expanded.     He  com* 
pares  him  with  Roland.     **  Danton  is  not  fo  tall, 
^<  but  much  broader  than   Roland ;  his  form  is 
<<  coarfe  and  uncommonly  robull :  Roland's  man* 
^^  ner  is  unaffuming  and  modeft,  that  of  Danton 
**  fierce  and  boiilerous ;  he  fpeaks  with  the  voice 
"  of  Stentor,  declaims  on  the  bleifings  of  freedom 
"  with  the  arrogance  of  a  tyrant,  and  invites  to 
^^  union    and  friendfhip   with    the    frown  of    an 
"  enemy*'.**     His  mind  and  genius  are  thus  de- 
lineated by  Garat',   but  fome  allowances  muft  be 
made  for  the  avowed  partiality  of  a  friend,  and  fome 
aflertions  which  are  not  hiflorically  true.  ^'  Danton't 
**  celebrity  began  in  the  Cordelier  club,  which  he 
**  rendered  famous.     The  great  places  of  the  revo- 
lution were  already  pre-occupied  in  the  fyftem  of 

^  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  S6*  ^  Journal^  ToLii.  p.  %^%. 

I  Memoirsj  p.  235  to  239. 
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^^  liberty  aflbciated  with  a  throne.    Danton,  who 
•*  ftill  wiflied  for  a  place,  firft  conceived  the  plan  of 

« 


4C 


turning  France  into  a  republic.     There  are  two 
ways  which  may  be  taken  in  order  to  accomplifh  a 
great  political  change  in  a  (late.    Either  the  inno- 
vators  produce  a  change  of  opinion,  which  of 
courfe  changes  powers  and  inftitutions ;  or  they 
**  overthrow  inflitutions  and   powers,  by  which  a 
confequent  change  of  opinion  is   alfo  effeded. 
The  firft  way  is  the  longeft,  and  is  to  be  ilowly 
*^  travelled.     The  fecond  is  not  a  road  but  a  preci- 
pice to  be  paifed  over ;  it  requires  but  one  bold 
leap,  and  but  a  moment  of  time.>    It  wsis  the 
**  latter  which  beft  fuited  the  boldnefs,  the  fluggifli- 
"  nefsa  the  ardent,  yet  indolent  charafter  of  Danton. 
*^  He  began,  therefore,  with  difturbing  and  con- 
•*  founding  every  thing.     When  almoft  all  were 
^'  anarchius  with  grand  views,  requiring  for  their 
**  inftruments  all  the  paflions  of  the  people ;  Dan- 
**  ton  was  a  greater  anarchift  than  any  one  elfe. 
*♦  Petty  fuccefles  he  never  contefted  with  any  one, 
^^  and  this  was  the  reafon  why  all  concurred  to  aid 
*^  him  in  attaining  the  greateft  fuccefles.     He  had 
**  in  him  fomething  which  I  cannot  defcribe,  but 
^*  which  drew  men  about  him,  to  make  themfelves 
^^  his  inftruments,  and  to   await  his  orders.    He 
**  was,  if  the  phrafe  may  be  allowed,. a  great  lord  of 
**  the  rabble.     When  you  firft  approached  him,  his 
**  figure  and  voice  were  terrible.     He  knew  it,  and 
^^  was  not  ill  pleafed  with  the  idea ;  for  the  more 
^^  fear  he  commanded,  fo  much  the  lefs  ill  was  he 
**  obliged  to  do.     He  had  that  invention,  that  in- 
**  ftinftive  apprehenfion  of  tie  great^  which  con- 
^^  ftitutes  genius ;  and  that  filent  circumfpedtion  in 
**  which  confifts  the'  majefty  of  reafon.     His  imagina* 
tion,  and  that  fpecies  of  eloquence,  an  eloquence 
fingularly  adapted  to  his  figure,  his  voice,  and  his 
<*  ftature^  were  thofe  of  a  demagogue.  His  firft  views 
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**  of  men  and  things  were  quick^corred^and  impartial. 
«  He  poffeffed  that  foHd  praftical  prudence  which 
"experience  alone  can  confer.  He  knew  hardly 
^*  any  thing.  He  did  not  pretend  to  forefee ;  but  he 
"  opened  his  eyes  and  beheld.  In  public  affemblies 
"  he  uttered  fome  expreffions  which  were  long  re- 
"  membered.  In  private  company  he  was  nlent, 
"  and  liftened  with  interefted  attention  when  thofe 
"  around  him  talked  little,  with  aftonilhment  when 
"  they  faid  a  great  deal.  He  excited  Camille  Def- 
"  moulins  to  fpeak :  he  endured  the  prattle  of  Fabre 
^'  d'Eglantine.  Such  was  the  man  who  was  almoft 
^  adored  bv  his  friends,  and  whom  his  enemies 
"  ought  to  nave  treated  with  that  delicacy  and  for- 
*'  bearance  which  the  interefts  of  the  republic  de- 
"  manded/* 

The  following  defcription  of  him,  by  an  anony« 
mous  author  "*,  will  correft  the  partiality  of  Garat, 
and  convey,  in  much  fewer  words,  a  full  reprefenta- 
tion  of  his  genius  and  charader.  ^^  I  do  not  pre- 
"  tend  to  compare  Robefpierre  to  Danton.  The 
^'  firft  vras  a  fanguinary  idiot ;  he  had  the  eenius  of 
^*  a  pettifogger,  with  the  foul  of  a  Sylla  ;  ne  was  a 
"  non-defcnpt  monfter  for  whom  no  comparifon 
^'  can  be  found.  Danton  had  a  very  crooked  mind, 
^^  but  he  pofleffed  at  heart  fome  fentiments  of 
humanity.  He  had  the  inftindl,  rather  than  the 
genius  of  a  great  man.  His  ideas  were  fo  exag- 
"  gerated  that  he  propofed  fo  put  all  ariJiocraU  out  of  17th  Mar. 
the  protection  of  the  law.  He  concerted  the  revo-  '793- 
lutionary  tribunal  and  army,  but  he  direded  none 
of  their  operations.  He  was  deftroyed  by  his 
^^  own  contrivance,  like  a  child  playing  with  gun- 
**  powder.  He  felt  the  neceffity  of  creating  ob- 
^^  ftacles,  and  a  refilling  power,  and  in  that  initance 
^  difplayed  a  real  greatnefs  of  underftanding.    He 

»  Tableau  dei  Prifont  fous  Robcfpierrt* 

z  a  <<  was 


u 


340 


€€ 
it 
€C 


D  ANT  ON. 

I 

vas  extravagant,  deftrudive,  improvident,  cruel 
in  his  means,  without  regularity  or  forefight; 
in  thefe  refpe£ts  he  was  below  mediocrity,  and  a 
fcourge  of  his  fpecies.  Afraid  that  the  chariot  of 
the  revolution  did  not  proceed  with  fuffident 
rapidity,  he  kept  continually  adding  frelh  horfes, 
till  it  was  carried  away  into  an  aby^  and  himfelf 
cruihed  beneath  the  wheels/* 
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I^AMILLE  Defmoulins  was  a  fellow-colIeg!an  of  Hittdact- 
^^  Robefpierre  ",  and  like  him  a  Ihident  of  jurifpru-  **^"* 
dence.    Hi«  fociety  refiifed  to  call  him  to  the  bar  after 
he  had  completed  his  ftudies;  and  he  was  in  great  dif- 
ttefe  before  the  revolution.    Defmoulins  had  fome  ta- 
lents, a  confiderable  (hare  of  wit,  and  a  knack  at  veri- 
fying ;  he  gained  a  fubfiftence  by  flattering  minifters, 
and  occafionally  drew  fcanty  fupplies  from  de  Brienne 
and  Lamoignon  ^    His  abilities  in  this  way  procured 
the  proteftion  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who  employed     i7t9' 
him  for  fome  time  before  the  capture  of  the  Baftille  Jj^orJ**^ 
as  a  coffee-hoiife  and  garden  orator  in  the  Palais  leans. 
Royal  '•     He  was  ill  qualified  for  public  fpeaking, 
as  he  had  a  heavy  difagriseable  appearance,  a  pain- 
ful delivery,  a  bad  ear,  and  a  deficiency  of  words '. 

He  rendered  his  party  a  remarkable  fervice,  and  nth  July, 
was  the  founder  of  a  diftinftion  which  the  country  JJ^  nT-^ 
has  ever  fince  retained.     When  Pepin,  the  hawker,*  tionai 
was  brought  wounded  into  the  garden  of  the  Palais  «»<=J^ad«. 
Royal,  Camille,  taking  advantage  of  the  public  in- 
dignation, leaped  on  a  table,  with  a  piftol  in  each 
hand,  and  cried  to  arms  !  to  arms '  /     He  afterwards 
made  an  harangue,  in  which  he  advifed  the  partifans 

«  Mtft  Williamt*t  Letters  in  1794,  toI.  it.  p.  14. 

•  Confpiracy  of  Robefpierre,  p.  115* 

r  Conjuration  de  d^Orleant^  vol.  i.  p.  iti.  Confpancy  of  Robt* 
^picne»  p.  ta6«    Pag^,  vo).  ii.  p.  15.  fy.  17s. 

\  Confpiracy  of  Kobefpierre,  p.  ix6« 

'  See  Hiftory  of  the  BriflTotines,  p,  S.  Moore^t  View,  vol.  it. 
p.  4-i4>    Pag^*!  vol-  "•  P-  *04.    Lettre  d*ui^Trar(oia  "k  un  Aoglois, 
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of  freedom  to  diftinguifli  themfelves  by  a  cockade  $ 
he  wiihed  them  to  adopt  red  and  blue,  the  colours 
of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  but  afliamed  to  propofe  it 
direftly,  afked  what  colour  they  would  wear,  yello^xr^ 
red,  blue,  green  ?  Green^  contrary  to  his  e^cpedation, 
was  re-echoed  by  the  multitude,  and  that  being,  as 
he  called  it,  the  colour  of  hope,  was  adopted  for  the 
day ;  but  on  the  morrow,  when  the  national  guard 
was  formed,  it  was  changed  for  red  and  blue,  to 
which  was  added,  to  avoid  a  demonflration  c^  par-* 
tiality  too  decided,  a  ftripe  of  white*. 
Writes  a        After  the  capture  of  the  Baftille  he  became  pro- 
journah     prfetor  of  a  journal,  which  he  called  Le  Courier  de 
Brabant  J  in  which  he  commenced  the  practice  a& 
terwards  more  fuccefsfuUy  purfued  by  Hebert  aad 
Marat,  that  of  pointing  out  individuals  to  the  ven- 
geance of  the  mob ;  and  he  aflumed,  at  the  fuggeftioii 
of  Mirabeau,  the  ominous  title  of  procureur  general 
de  la  lanteme  ^     In  this  journal  he  often  difplayed 
that  coarfe  kind  of  wit  which  is  beft  adapted  to  the 
intelleds  of  the  vulgar ;  but  his  frequent  denuncia- 
tions were  attended  with  the  molt  baleful  effefU  to 
the  peace  of  fodety,  and  excited  compundion  in  his 
latter  days,  when,  pofleffed  of  affluence,  he  looked 
back  with  horror  to  a£Uons  to  which  he  had  been 
impelled  by  want.     He  was  at  this  period  a  furious 
demagogue ",  intimate  with  the  cabinet  of  the  PalaU 
Royal^  and  in  the  confidence  of  Mirabeau,  with 
whom  he  pafTed  a  whole  fortnight  previous  to  the 
fifth  of  Oaober  \ 

He  was  a  violent  Jacobin  and  Cordelier,  and  car- 
ried the  atrocity  of  his  journal  to  fuch  an  excefs, 
that  Malouet  commenced  a  profecution  againft  him, 
and  denounced  him  to  the  national  afiembly.   Whea 

•  Conjui-ation  dt  d*0rIeAn8y  p.  49. 

«  I^Uyfair*t  HUloi-y  of  Jacobinifni,  p.  105.     Conjuration  de  d'Or* 
kan$»  vol.  ii.  p«  ^4^     Conl'piracy  of  RobeipierrCj  p.  ii^t 
«  Pag€«,  vol.  li.  p,  I  J, 
X  HiAoty  of  the  Hiifliuincs,  p.  S.  x«. 
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Malouet  made  his  fpeech,  Defmoulins  took  his  feat 
in  the  gallery  ;  in  the  courfe  of  the  harangue,  Ma- 
louet apoftrophized  the  delinquent,  and  exclaimed, 
-•*  Will  he  dare  to  juftify  himfelf  ?"    Caraille,  yielding 
to  the  impulfe  of  the  moment,  and  forgetful  of 
danger,  replied  from  his  feat^   "  Yes,  I  dare  j'*  and 
Inftantly  efcaped ;    the    aflembly  paiTed  a  decree 
•againd  him,  which  was,  however,  repealed  the  next 
day.     What  renders  this  incident  remarkable  is, 
that  Malouet's  father,  in  a  caufe  brought  before  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  had  been  fimilarly  apoftrophized, 
and  had  made  the  fame  anfwer  ^.     Defmoulins  was  i7tb  July 
one  of  the  moft  aftive  promoters  of  the  petition  in  pj^'j^, 
the  Champ  de  Marsj  which  occafioned  the  calling  out  the  peti- 
of  the   military,  and  was,  in  confequence  of  that  •'^^^  *"^ 
tranfadion,  obliged  to   feek  refuge  at  Marfeilles  *.  *  ^^"  ** 
Yet  it  is  probable  he  only  a£ted  venally,  as  he  had 
continued  intimately  connected  with  Mirabeau,  after 
he  had  fold   himfelf  to  the   court,    and   with    la 
Fayette, ,  who  then  oppofed  the  proceedings  fanc- 
tioned    by   Camille*.      This  affair    occafioned  his 
rejedion  as  an  eledor  of  Paris  for  the  apprpaching 
legiflature ;  he  petitioned  the  condituent  aifembly  on  stli  Sepu 
this  fuppofed  injuftice ;  Petion  fupported  the  petition, 
but  the  aifembly  paflfed  to  the  order  of  the  day  \ 

During  the  fitting  of  the  legiflatiye  aifembly,  he  Becomes  % 
began,  in  compliance  with  the  prevailing  mode,  to  «p«Wi- 
write  in  favor  of  a  republic  %  and  attended  the  legif-  ^'?h  Dee. 
lature  with  a  petition  againil  the  veto  oppofed  tg  the  '79^* 
decree  againfl  emigrants,  conceived  in  the  mod  viru« 
lent  language,   and   fubfcribed  by  three  hundred 
perfons  ^.     He  quarrelled  with  Brilfot,  againft  whom     x^^,, 
he  commenced  a  paper  war  *,  and  attached  himfelf 

7  Anecdotes  dii  Regne  de  Loui<  XVI.  vol.  vt.  p.  ft4ft,  14}. 

*  Moore*s  View,  foU  ii.  p.  414.    Mercarc  Francois,  No.  du  30 
JuilleC  179 1}  \u  399* 

«  Confpiracy  ot  Robefpierre,  p.  ii6*    Conjuration  de  d*Or1caD«« 
to),  ii.  p.  153* 
^  Debates.  «  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p«  3iv*  ^  Debates. 

*  Mcrcure  Francois,  No.  du  19  Mai  179S1  p.  leS. 
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to  Danton.      He  and  Robefpierre  were  die  onlj 
Jacobins  who  oppofed  the  projed  of  hoftiltties  • 
On  the  difgrace  of  his  friend  la  Fayette,  he  deferted 
his  caufe,  and  joined  his  moft  inveterate  perfecutors*. 
sotb  Aug.      He  materially  aflifted  the  fuccefs  of  the  inforrec- 
^einfur-  ^^^  ^^  Auguft,  by  preparing  the  public  mind  for  afis 
rcaion. '  of  barbarity,  and  preaching  in  favor  of  anarchy,  and 
a  renewal  of  the  Valerian  law,  which  made  it  at 
lowable  to  kill  a  man  fufpefted  of  difloyalty  to  the 
ftate,  provided  the  crime  was  afterwarcU  proved  ^ 
As  he  was  not  deficient  in  perfonal  courage,  he  was^ 
probably,  an  adive  afliflant  in  the  conteft ;  he  wss 
made  one  of  the  new  council  general  of  the  com- 
mune ^     His  friend  Danton,  while  he  was  minifter, 
propofed  to  Roland  to  commence  a  journal  £3r  die 
purpofe  of  biafling  the  public  mind,  imder  the  con* 
dud  of  Camille^  but  Roland  did   not  favor  die 
fcheme,  and  the  quarrel  which  fpeedily  broke  out 
between  him  and  Danton  entirely  fruflirated  it  ''• 
Member    "    By  the  friendfiiip  of  Danton,  however,  he  was 
of  the  COD-  tnade  fecretary  to  the  great  feal,  and  there  is  reafon 
fention.     ^^  believe,  that  he  partook  in,  or,  at  leafl,  connived 
at  the  maflacres  of  *  September '.    He  was  eleded 
member  of  the  convention  for  Paris,  but  as  a  deputy 
he  made  no  great  figure,  his  eloquence  was  better 
calculated  for  the  Jacobin  club.    The  firft  inftance 
of  his  exertion  which  falls  under  my  nodce,  is  his 
>3d  oa.    oppofition  to  the  decree  for  banilhing  for  ever  the 
unfortunate  emigrants,  a  meafure  which  he  com- 
pared to  the  revocation  of  the  edift  of  Nantz.^  On 
the  king's  trial  he  a^ed  like  a  genuine  mountaineer, 
enforcing  the  punifhment  of  the  king,  and  oppofing 

f  Mercure  Francois,  No.  du  7  Avril  1791,  p.  67, 
t  See  Jordan's  Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  ii.,  p.  174. 
fc  Peltier's  Ute  Piaure  of  Parii,  vol.  u  p.  37.    Moqre'l  Joumaif 
vol.  i.  p.  496. 
1  Peltier*»  late  PiHure,  Tol.  ii.  p»  113, 
^  Roland*t  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  90. 
1  See  Peltier's  latc^Pi^ure,  voK  ii.  p.  ti.  4S». 
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the  appeal  to  the  people,  and  every  other  liieafure 
tending  to  procure  delay  or  afford  a  chance  of  ac- 
quittal. In  the  courfe  of  the  fecond  appel  nominal^  1791* 
he  loft  his  temper  fo  far,  as  to  aflert  that  fome  of  '7ii»  JmW 
the  members  had  been  bribed,  which  drew  on  him  the 
cenfure  of  the  convention,  and  he  was  called  to 
order  ""•  His  argument  agamft  the  appeal  to  the 
people  is  publiflied,  and  exhibits  a  remarkable 
ipecimen  of  feeble  reafoning,  and  of  unrelenting 
cruelty,  affefting  patriotifm.  The  plan  of  a  decree 
vrith  which  he  concluded  his  fpeech,  is  too  remarkr 
able  to  be  omitted.  *'  This,*'  fays  Camille,  "  i$ 
**  my  plan  of  a  decree :  i  •  The  national  convention 
^^  decrees^  that  Louis  Capet  has  defcrved  death. 
^^  2.  Decrees,  in  confequence,  that  a  fcaffold  fhall  b^ 
**  prepared  in  the  place  du  CaroufeJ^  to  which  Loui^ 
^'  fhall  be  led,  with  a  label  on  his  breaft  infcribed 
"  with  thefe  words,  Perjured,  and  a  Traitoji. 
^'  TO  THE  Nation,  and  on  his  back  another  label 
^^  with  the  word  King,  to  fhew  to  all  mankind, 
^*  that  the  degeneracy  of  nations  cannot,  even  by 
^^  a  lapfe  of  fiiteen  hundred  years,  afford  a  prefcrip* 
tive  fandion  to  the  crime  of  royalty.  3.  Further 
decrees,  that  the  vault  of  the  royal  family  at 
St.  Dennis  fhall,  for  the  future^  be  the  burying- 
*^  place  of  thieves,  murderers,  and  traitors,  4.  That 
^  the  minifler  of  juftice,  and  commandant  of  the 
^^  national  guard,  fhall,  within  four-and-twenty 
^^  hours,  give  an  account  of  the  execution  of  this 
"  decree  V 

Camille  was  member  of  the  committee  of  public  Wntn 
fafety,  but  having  married  a  young  lady  of  co^-g^f^.** 
fiderable  property,  and  being  otherwife  enriched  in  inct. 
the  courfe  of  the  revolution,   he  feems    to  have 
neglefted  public  buiinefs,  and  attended  very  little 
to  the  proceedings  in  the  convention.     In  the  pro- 
grelk  of  the  conteft  betwten  the  mountain  and  the 

*  Debates.        >  Robefpicrrc  a  fet  Commettansi  vol.  ii«  p.  6t.  90. 
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BriiTotines,  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  an  anfwer  to 
Briflbt's  addrefs  to  his  conftituents,  which  was  firft 
ifth  May  delivered  as  two  fpeeches  at  the  Jacobin  club,  and 
*^^^*        afterwards  publiflied  by  the  order  of  that  fodety. 
It  is  tranflated  into  Englifli,  and  called  **  the  Hiftory 
•*  of  the  Briflbtines."     It  is  written  in  a  ftyle  pecu- 
liar to  the  author,  and  contains,  in  a  fhort  fpace, 
flagitious    fentiments,   grievous  accufations,    abjefl 
adulation,  and  forced  conceits  \     On  this  pamphlet, 
it  is  faid,  the  zQ.  of  accufation  againfl:  the  Briflbtines 
was  founded,  and  it  is  called  by  thofe  who  make  the 
affertion,   a  fportive  party  romance^.     The  term 
fportive  does  not  apply  to  this  more  than  any  other 
writing  or  foeech  of  Defmoulins,  and  the  feds  dated 
in  the  a£t  of  accufation,  which  could  be  derived  from 
that  eflfay,  were  notorious,  and  had  been  often  re- 
peated in  the  convention,  in  the  Jacobin  club,  and 
in  print«     Camille  does  ;not,  however,  appear  to 
have  aififted  perfonally  in  the  expulfion  and  pro- 
fcription  of  the  duputies  ;  he  was  not  prefent  at  the 
aoUi  July,  crifis  of  the  difpute ;  and  when,  near  (ix  weeks  after- 
wards, he  was  accufed  of  Ikcivifm  on  account  of  his 
abfence,  alleged  iilnefs  as  an  excufe. 
Hit  at^  His  friendfhip  for  general  Dillon  expofed  him  to 

tTiTir^  imminent  danger ;  he  oppofed  the  decree  of  accufa- 
10th ami'  tion  againft  him  with  great  boldnefs  and  perfever- 
f iih  jwiy.  ance ;  Breard  accufed  him  of  a  connedion  with 
ariftocrats,  of  favouring  their  projeds,  and  abfenting 
himfelf  from  the  convention  '•  This  accufation,  and 
his  own  pertinacity,  reduced  him  to  the  neceifity  of 
fubmitting  his  charafter  to  the  Severe  fcrutiny  of  the 
JacoWn  club.  By  the  patronage  of  Robefpierre  he 
efcaped,  becaufe  the  tyrant  had  then  further  occa- 

*  See  Hiftory  of  thf  BrifTotmes,  an  Svoi.  pamphlet  in  6S  ptfgcs» 
pub  I  idled  for  Owcn^  Piccadiliyy  1794,  Alfo  MooiVs  View,  vol.  iu 
p.  478.  n. 

\  See  Mifa  Williama'a  Letteri»  vol.  i.  p.  157,  PagcSf  vol.  £. 
p.  167.  ^ 

'  Dcbatet.  ^ 
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fion  for  his  fervices.    He  was  employed  to  decry  17^. 
Heberr^  which  he  did  with  creat  wit  and  humour  ;  he  ^'-^^ 
brought  his  journal  into  fuch  difrepute,  and  threw  n^tlvt  1 
fo  much  odium  on  his  perfon  and  principles,  that 
he  was  an  eafy  vi£Um  to  the  revenge  or  fear  of 
Robefpierre.     On  this  occafion,  Camille  was  ac- 
tuated by  no  virtuous  motive,  he  merely  performed 
a  talk ;  the  outlines  of  his  eflays  are  faid  to  have 
been  marked  out  by  his  employer,  and  he  was  pro- 
bably felefled  for  the  tafk,  becaufe  Hebert  had  ex- 
pofed  himfelf  to  his  aiTaults  by  an  unprovoked  at- 
tack •. 

It  is  faid  that  he  formed  a  political  projeA  with  againft 
Danton,  to  relax  the  fyftem  of  terror,  terminate  the  ^^'  -J"** 
revolutionary  government,  and  eflabUfh  a  conftitu- 
tion  on  fuch  a  bafis,  as  to  admit  the  co-operation  of 
parties  *.    Whether  this,  or  fome  Icfs  extenfive  and 
more  perfonal  motive  guided  him,  he  began,  in  his 
paper  called  Le  Vieux  Cordelier^  to  condemn  the  fre- 
quency of  arrefts,  and  make  objedions  to  other  parts 
of  the  revolutionary  fyftem ".     For  this  offence  he  s^th  Dec* 
had  been  reproved  by  Barrere  in  one  of  his  reports,  *^^^* 
but  the  fall  of  Hebert  not  being  then  effeded,  no 
£u*ther  notice  was  taken  of  it.    Some  time  aifter- 
wards,  he  ridiculed  St.  Juft,  and  obferved  that  he 
carried  his  head  like  the  holy  facrament  \    This  at-  30th  Mar/ 
tack  and  his  fuppofed  attachment  to  Danton  exaf-  JJJ*|^fted. 
perated  Robefpierre,  and  Camille  and  Danton  were 
both  arrefted  the  fame  night. 

He  had  fo  little  reafon  to  apprehend  that  he  was  Tried  an4 
devoted  to  deftrudion,  that  he  was  more  affeded  by  «**^*****' 
Robefpierre's  unkindnefs  than  any  other  circum- 
ftance  of  his  fortune.     That  diffembling  tyrant,  the 
evening  before  his  arreft,  had  fpoken  to  him  with 

«  Mift  Williamt*!  Letters  in  1794*  vol.  ii.  p.  15.    Confpiracy  of 
Robefpirrre,  p.  126. 

*  Garat*s  Mciiioirti  p.  «43«  145. 

•  See  PagiSy   vol.  ii.   p.  17a.  103.      Mift  Williams't  Lettars, 
vol.  it.  p.  %$, 

'  CoBfpiracy  of  Robefpierres  p.  1 34. 
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•d  Aptil  greater  kindnefs  than  ever  ^.  He  was  brought  before 
the  revolutionary  tribunal  with  Danton  and  feven 
more,  but  knowing  the  judges,  he  refiifed  to  make 
any  defimce,  and  amufed  himielf  by  turning  his  aft  of 
accufation  into  burlefque.  The  prefident  of  the  tri- 
bunal, embarraifed  by  this  contumacious  proceeding, 
obtained  from  the  convention  a  decree,  enabling  him 
to  pafs  fentence  on  the  culprit,  without  further  in- 
veftigation  '.  DefmouHns  bore  his  fate  with  courage 
'  and  even  pleafantry ;  he  wrote  jufl  before  his  execu- 
tion a  tender  and  affefHonate  letter  to  his  wife  \  He 
fuffered  death  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  an  age  which 
he  made  remarkable  by  a  profane  allufion  to  the  period 
ef  our  Saviour's  refidence  on  earth  **.  He  went  to  the 
icaffbld  indignant  at  the  cowardice  of  the  people,  and 
enraged  at  having  been  duped  by  Robefpierre  ^   He 

'  f  Memofi^t  d^un  DeiteUy  p.  75, 

.  *  See  Mtfs  WilJiams^s  Letters  in  1794,  vol.  if.  p.  ^9.  New  An- 
nual Re^iftei-y  p.  356. 

•  See  journals  and  newt-papers.  The  wife  of  Camille  Defmoulini 
vas  natural  daughter  of  a  perfon  of  confiderable  property,  endowed 
^ith  an  extraordioajryAiare  of  beauty.  She  brou^^hc  her  hulbandi 
with  whom  (he  lived  in  a  Aate  of  exemplary  felicity,  a  confiderable 
fortune.  In  a  few  days  after  his  execution  (he  was  brought  to  the 
fiime  end,  ^7^^^  following  circumftance:  Arthur  Dillon  being  in 
prifon,  and  nearing  ofhis  friend  Camil]e*8  arreft,  wrote  a  letter  to 
Madame  Defmoulins,  exprefling  his  Ibrrow  for  her  iituation»  and  in- 
dofing  a  draft  for  tliree  thoufand  livres  (131  /.  5  ».)•  1*^  tumkeyt 
whom  he  i«auefted  to  forward  the  letter^  refufed  to  do  it,  upon  which 
the  general  flipped  it  into  his  pocket ;  the  jailor  returned  it,  and  he 
toro  k  to  piecea.  Thi-s  tranfa^ion  being,  foon  after  the  death  of  Ca* 
mille,  reported  to  the  committee  of  public  fa£ety»  madame  Defmoulini 
was  apprehended.    Her  youth,  beauty,  and  candour,  the  iniquity  of 

'  condemning  her  becaufe  a  letter  had  been  written  which  it  was  prorcd 

flie  never  received,  were  iofuflicient  to  fave  her  from  the  fenience  of 
the  fanguinary  wretches  who  fat  as  judges.  She  went  to  the  fcaffold 
the  9th  April  1794-*  dictkd  in  white,  her  eyes  yet  inflamed  with  weep- 
ing for  her  hufl>and  ;  but  reiigned,  tranquil,  and  cheerful.  Even  the 
Parifian  mob,  accuftomed  to  lights  of  horror,  cheered  her  paflage  with 
the  confolatorv  murmurs  of  commiferation.  **  How  beautiful  (he  ii! 
«  How  mild  (he  looks  !  What  a  piry  flie  (hould  diet**  were  general 
exclamations.  She  fubmitted  to  the  executioner  with  the  placid  re • 
Agnation  of  confcious  ihnocence.  See  Mifs  WiUiams*a  Lettcrti 
vol.  ii.  p.  3v*  4^*    New  Annual  Regifter  for  1794,  p.  35s. 

^  Goudemetx's  Epochs,  p.  89.    Playfaur*a  Hi(tor7  of  Jacobinifffl, 
p.  6a  3,  &c. 

*  Memoiret  d*un  D6tli)u«  p«  73* 
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made  a  remark  on  that  tyrant's  mode  of  proceeding 
which  probably  precipitated  his  downfal,  by  increal* 
ing  the  inveteracy  of  the  party  againft  him,     ^'  Ra- 
"  be/pierre/'  faid  he,  ^^fait  des  coups  perch  de  la  coiu 
*'  ventionJ*     A  phrafe  not  eafily  rendered  in  Englilh, 
but  which  alludes  to  the  manner  in  which  pecfons 
cut  down  woods,  by  marking  out  certain  lots  of 
trees  to  be  felled  \     Camille  Defmoulins  appears  to  • 
have  wanted  fleadinefs  in  his  party  attachments,  but 
uever  to  have  meditated  ferioufly  the  deftruftion  of 
diofe  he  abandoned.     His  writings  are  not  deficient 
in  fprightlinefs,  but  he  is  far  ^om  meriting  the 
^ulogium  of  Pag^s,  who  defcribes  him  as  a  pro- 
found and  ingenious  author,  formed  on  the  models 
of  Tacitus  and  Suetonius,  diftinguifhed  by  origin-' 
ality  of  ftyle,  and  by  the  dexterity  with  which  he 
handled  the  keen  weapons  of  ridicule  ^*     He  is  al- 
lowed to  have  been  endowed  with  wit,  though  de« 
ficient  in  prudence  ^,  and  his  credulity  and  fimpli* 
city  acquired  him  the  title  of  the  La  Fontaine  of  the 

revolution  K 

• 

A  Mtfs  Williamii^s  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  t6. 
•  Hif(oire  Secrete,  vol.  ii.  p.  171. 
^  Conrpiracy  of  Roberpieire^  p«  IS5* 
f  Fagc>y  vol.  ii.  p.  tjz. 
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CHARLES  FRANCOIS   DUMOURIEZ. 


^HE  extraordinary  rife  and  rapid  fell  of  Dumou- 
•■*  riez  have  occafioned  fo  much  curiofity,  and 
given  birth  to  fo  many  conjeftures,  that  numerous 
accounts  of  him  have  been  publifhed,  either  fepa- 
rately  or  in  the  courfe  of  other  hiftories.  His  cha- 
rafter  is  varioufly  pourtrayed,  and  every  quality, 
virtuous  or  vicious,  has  been  profufely  attributed  or 
tenacioufiy  withheld.  He  has  publifhed  his  own  life, 
in  which  he  dilates  on  his  condu6t  and  motives  with 
all  the  ardor  of  felf-love,  and  all  the  complacency 
of  felf-approbation.  In  his  exordium,  he  fays  of 
himfelf,  that  *•  in  the  courfe  of  a  motley  and  very 
*'  aftive  life,  he  cannot  difcover  a  fingle  incident 
**  which  ought  to  put  him  to  the  blufli  *."  From 
a  candid  examination  of  fads,  of  the  ftatements 
of  others,  and  of  his  own  exculpatory  narrative, 
let  us  confider  how  fer  he  is  entitled  to  this  eulo- 
gium. 

In  relating  the  adventures  of  his  early  life,  I  have 
followed  the  line  laid  down  in  his  qjm  biographical 
production,  though  not  without  frequent  reference 
to  the  publications  of  others.  All  his  tranfafUont 
previous  to  the  revolution  are  compreffed  as  much  as 
poflible.  His  military  exploits,  except  thofe  well 
known  fafts  which  are  detailed  in  the  gazettes,  be- 
long,  as  yet,  to  fecret  hiftory ;  and  any  attempt  to  fpeak 
dccifively  on  the  operating  motives  of  himfelf  and 

^  Life  of  General  Dumouricr,  p.  s. 
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his  adverfaries  in  the  campaigns  of  1792  and  1793, 
would  only  difplay  the  temerity  of  the  author.  For 
this  forbearance  I  have  a  refpeftable  precedent,  ap- 
pofitely  expreffed  by  Montjoye.  He  fays,  **'  ye  ne 
dirai  pas  comme  hien  dcs  gens^  que  Dumouriez  rCa 
enfonce  que  des  partes  ouvertes ;  ce  Jiyle  epigram^- 
matique  n^ejlpas  digne  de  Vhijio'tre ;  elle  doit  atiendr$ 
**  pour  fixer  la  place  de  Dumouriez  parmi  les  guerriers^ 
*'  que  les  evencnwns  mi  lit  aires  auxquels  ila  eupartfoient 
"  mieux  connus  ^"  I  tnuft,  however,  premife,  that 
his  valor  is  acknowledged  even  by  his  enemies,  and 
that  a  very  competent  judge,  and  one  who  cannot 
be  fufpecled  of  favorable  prepoffeflion,  M.  de  Bouille, 
fpeaks  highly  of  his  military  talents ''. 

Dumouriez  '  was  born  at  Cambray  ;  his  father  *5A  Jan. 
was  defcended  from  the  younger  branch  of  a  family  His^birth 
in  Provence,  of  the  noblejfe  de  la  robe^  named  Du-  andfamiJy^ 
perier.     The  numerous  family  of  his  paternal  grand, 
father,  who  had  twenty-four  fons  and  eight  daugh- 
ters, induced  fevcral  of  them  to  affume  the  name  of 
Mouriez,   which  belonged  to  the   female   branch^ 
The  generaPs  father  was  one  of  this  number,  and 
the  name,  by  Parifian  corruption,  was  afterwards 
called  Du  Mouriez. 

In  his  infancy,  Dumouriez  was  feeble  and  ricketty;  Hit  feeblo. 
the  faults  of  his  fhape  were  counterafted  by  irons,  "*^*' 
and  till  he  was  fix  years  old  he  was  drawn  about  in 
a  little   chaife.      At  that  age,  a  new  fyftem  was 
adopted  towards  him,  and  he  grew  up  very  ftrong 
and  hardy. 

Dumouriez's  father  was  a  good  fcholar,  a  poet,  Hit  educa* 
painter,  and  mufician ;  he  had  retired  from  military  ^*^"* 
fervice  to  exercife  the  office  of  commiffary  at  war, 
and  took  on  himfelf  the  care  of  inflrufting  his  fon 


*  Conjuration  de  d'Oilcans,  vol,  i.  p.  iij. 
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in  the  rudiments  of  learning.     When  he  had  made 
a  fufficient  proficiency,  the  benevolent  parent  fent 
him  to  the  college  of  Louis  le  Grand^  and  facrificed 
nearly  one-fourth  of  a  very  confined  income  "  to  his 
improvement  and  welfare-     He  remained  at  the  col- 
lege  three  years,  and  then  returned  to  his  father, 
who  inftruded  him  in  the  Englifh,  Italian,  Spanifli, 
and  Greek  languages,  gave  him  lefTons  in  mathema- 
tics, hiftory,  and  politics,  and  employed  a  matter  to 
teach  him  grammar. 
H5»v«'         In  thefe  occupations,  Dumouriez  employed  two 
iSr«?*^'  years :    on  his   return  from  college  he  had   an- 
dbbiidi'  nounced  a  defire  to  enter  into  a  monaftery ;  his  £ir 
"••■*•       ther  readily  conceiving  that  he  had  imbibed  this  in- 
clination from  the  perfuafions,  and  from  the  fyftem 
of  reading  pointed  out  to  him  by  the  Jefuits,  did  not 
oppofe  it  by  argument,  but  counteracted  it  by  di- 
refting  his  attention  to  another  courfe  of  fludy.    His, 
fagacity  was  well  rewarded,  for,  in  a  few  months, 
his  fon  had  renounced  his  intention  of  becoming  a 
monk.     It  was  then  propofed  that  he  fhould  ftudy 
the  law,  but  he  had  a  latent  prediledion  for  the  pro- 
feilion  of  arms.     His  health  requiring  exerdfe,  his 
father  fent  him  to  Verfailles,  where  he  flayed  a  year, 
and  learned  to  ride  in  the  king's  riding-houf^,  and 
to  fence  in  company  with  the  king's  pages. 
idi  Feb.        At  length  the  feven  years  war  broke  out,  and  Du- 
■757-       mouriez's  father  being  appointed  commiffary,  alTo- 
•rmy.*  *   ciated  his  fon  with  him,  and  they  went  together  to 
Maubeuge,   to  join  the  army.     In  this  campaign, 
Dumouriez  was  employed  as  aid-de-camp  to  the  mar- 
quis d*Armentiers  ;  but  his  father  being  ordered  in- 
to Eaft  Friefland,  he  was  obliged  to  attend  him.    He 
found,  however,  an  opportunity  of  performing  fome 
military  exploits,  which  expofed  him  to  great  danger, 
'     and  in  which  he  received  a  contufion. 

""  This  income  was  .eight  thoufand  livrcs  (350/)  a-year,  &nd  he 
had  two  iiaughtci'S* 

After 
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After  the  retreat  of  the  French  army  f5fom  the     «7.5»- 
deftoratc  of  Hanover,  Dumouriez  returned  to  St.  ^^!,*,"f/ 
Germainoen-Laye,  with  his  father,  who  was  confined  Oou. 
with  the  gravel.     His  military  paflion  had  fo  much 
increafed,  that  he  privately  folicited  and  obtained  a 
profpeft  of  a  cornetcy.     With  his  father's  permif- 
fion,   he  entered  as  a  volunteer  in  the  regiment 
d'E/cars.    Several  fenior  volunteers  being  in  the 
fame  regiment,  he  ferved  fix  months  as  a  trooper ; 
but  after  the  capture  of  Cherbourg  by  the  Englifli, 
he  took  an  Englifh  officer  prifoner,  and  received  a 
commiilion.     He  was  employed  with  feven  or  eight     1759. 
thoufand  men  to  fuccour  Munfter,  in  which  he  par- 
tially fucceeded,  though  the  place  afterwards  furren- 
dered.     On  this  occafion,  he  received  a  contufion 
in  the  hip  from  a  mufket-ball.     His  regiment  was  in 
the  next  campaign  under  the  command  of  the  count     i7<>o. 
de  St.  Germain,  and  formed  part  of  the  army  with 
which  the  marfhal  de  Broglio  oppofed  prince  Ferdi- 
nand.    Dumouriez  diftingu  (hed  himfeU*  by  his  cou-  31^  Aug. 
rage,  and  received,  on  one  occafion,  a  compliment- 
ary gratification  of  one  hundred  crowns  (12/.  loj.). 
The  evening  before  the  battle  of  Cloftercamp,  he  was  i«  wound- 
taken  prifoner,  after  fuftaining  feveral  wounds,  and  takeS*!,ri- 
defending  himfelf  with  great  obflinacy.     His  life  was  foner. 
faved  by  Pafcal's  Provincial  Letters,  which  were  in 
his  pocket,  and  intercepted  a  muiket-ball,  but  he 
was  wounded  over  the  right  eye  by  a  fabre,  and  re* 
cdved  fix  deep  wounds,  befides  thirteen  contufions« 
He  was  entertained  with  great  civility  by  the  here* 
ditary  prince  of  BrunfwicK,  who  admitted  him  to 
his  table.     He  then  fent  him   to  Wezel  efcorted 
by  the  baron  de  Behr,  who  had  faved  his  life,  and 
who  wrote  a  commendatory  letter  to  the  marquis 
de  Caflries,  which  was  afterwards  very  ferviceable 
to  Dumouriez. 

When  able  to  travel,  he  was  removed  to  St.  Ger*  Promoted 
main- en-Lay e,  where  his  &ther,  having  been  en-  ^f  ^^J^f 
riched  by  a  confiderable  legacy^  had  purchafi^  an 
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eftate.  He  now  found  the  good  eflfeds  of  the  baron 
de  Behr's  letter,  which  had  induced  the  marihal  de 
Belle-Ifle,  juft  before  his  death,  to  recommend  him 
to  the  king  for  a  troop  of  horfe  and  a  Croix  de  St. 
Louis.  The  marflial's  fucceflbr,  the  duke  de  Choi- 
feul,  thought  two  military  promotions  at  once  too 
much,  coniidering  the  number  of  expeftants,  and 
defired  Dumouriez  to  make  his  ele£Uon  ;  he  chofe 
the  troop  of  horfe,  rather  againft  the  inclination  of 
the  minifter,  who  was  befieged  by  eight  hundred 
candidates  for  three  vacancies ;  but  neverthelefs  ra« 
April  tified  the  dedfion  of  Dumouriez.  As  ibon  as  he 
'^^'*  thought  that  his  wounds  were  fufEciently  healed,  be 
joined  his  regiment ;  but  fuffered  great  pain  from 
nis  exertions  while  only  partially  cured.  He  fought 
during  the  whole  campaign ;  and  though  the  dif- 
putes  between  the  marihal  de  Broglio  and  prince  de 
Soubife  rendered  his  duty  perplexmg,  he  acquitted 
himfelf  fo  well  as  commander  of  a  detachment,  that 
he  received  another  gratification  of  one  hundred 
crowns,  (12/.  10  x.)  befides  a  beautiful  charger, 
which  fell  to  his  fhare  as  booty.  The  two  next 
campaigns  produced  nothing  worthy  of  obfervation; 
176).     and  in  the  enfuing  year  peace  was  concluded.    The 

d  ^^Stl****^    reduftion  of  his  regiment  occafioned  his  difmiffion ; 

Louis.       but  he  was  honoured  with  the  Croix  de  St.  Louis. 

la  love.  Previous  to  the  peace,  Dumouriez  had  fallen  in 
love  with  his  coufm,  who  lived  with  her  mother, 
widow  of  the  marquis  de  Bellay,  at  Pontaudemer, 
near  St.  L6,  at  which  place  his  regiment  had  been 
ftationed.  A  rooted  antipathy  fubfifted  between  his 
father  and  aunt,  which  precluded  every  hope  of  ob- 
taining their  confent ;  and  the  precarioufnefs  of  his 
circumftances,  together  with  the  want  of  fortune  on 
the  part  of  the  young  lady,  rendered  it  neceflary  to 
poftpone  all  thoughts  of  an  union  till  a  more  &vour« 
able  period.  Dumouriez  continued  to  refide  at 
Pontaudemer,  though  he  dated  his  letters  to  his  Ei- 
ther from  St,  L6  i  but  at  length  the  old  gentleman 

difcovered 
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difcorered  the  truth,  and  wrote  a  very  fevere  letter 
to  his  fitter,  who  immediately  fent  her  daughter  to 
a  convent.  Dumouriez  in  defpair,  retired  to  Dieppe,  Smiiows 
where,  after  writing  to  his  father  a  letter  of  thanks  P<>^^«>« 
and  expoftulation,  ne  took  fifteen  grains  of  opium. 
He  had  fcarcely  performed  this  ram  ad:  before  he 
was  alarmed,  and  repented  :  he  rofe  in  hafte,  ru{hed 
into  the  paflage  where  a  lamp  was  burning,  and  im- 
mediately fwallowed  all  the  oil.  This  violent  emetic 
operated  inftantaneoufly,  and  was  fucceeded  by  a 
funting  fit.  When  Dumouriez  recovered  he  re- 
turned to  bed ;  and  after  a  profufe  perfpiration  awoke 
the  next  morning  in  a  ftate  of  extreme  weaknefs. 
He  difpatched  another  letter  to  his  father ;  but  the 
firft  had  been  too  early  received :  it  produced  the 
moft  violent  effeds  on  his  conftitution,  it  increafed 
his  refentment,  and  in  a  confiderable  degree  alienated 
his  affedions  from  his  fon. 

His  raiment  being  ditt>anded,  Dumouriez  re-  Hlsrefi- 
turned  to  Paris,  and  refided  in  his  father's  houfe.  ^^^^^^ 
He  formed  a  connexion  with  the  celebrated  Favier, 
from  whom  he  derived  his  knowledge  in  politics; 
and  with  an  amiable  young  gentleman,  named  Bul- 
lioud,  who  died  of  a  confumption,  and  whofe  me- 
mory Dumouriez  celebrated  by  fome  very  indifferent 
lines,  inferted  in  the  Mercure  Frangais.     Haviilg  lott  RefolTei  to 
this  friend  he  became  tired  of  Paris,  and  having  col-  *'***^* 
leded  one  hundred  louis-cTors^  refolved  to  travel. 
Before  his  departure,  he  waited  on  the  minifter,  the 
duke  de  Choifeul,  and  apprifed  him  of  his  inten- 
tion, requefting  a  paffport  and  permiflion  to  write  to 
the  duke,  and  expreifing  a  hope,  that  if  his  letters 
appeared  worthy  of  attention,  he  might  be  appointed 
to  a  fituation  either  in  the  military  or  diplomatic 
line.    The  minitter  received  him  gracioufly,  and 
promifed  him  letters  of  recommendation.    He  then 
wrote  to  his  father  announcing  his  intended  de- 
parture ;  the  psffent»  fearful  that  he  was  going  to 
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commit  fome  aft  of  imprudence,  went  to  Paris,  and 
applied  to  the  minifler  for  a  lettre  de  cachet ;  but 
when  informed  of  the  arrangement  which  had  been 
made,  returned  borne  contented. 
Arrivet  at  Dumouriez  proceeded  on  his  journey  alone,  on  foot, 
Genoa,  qj.  j^  fuch  vehicles  as  chance  prcfented,  writing  his 
obfervations  on  the  various  places  through  which  he 
pafled.  He  flayed  fome  time  at  Genoa,  where  he  was 
well  received  by  M.  Boyer,  agent  of  the  French  re^ 
public;  and  became  acquainted  with  the  fenator 
Lomellini,  who  was  afterwards  doge. 
Affairs  of  Supported  by  the  interefl  of  thefe  two  friends,  he 
Corfica.  folicited  the  command  of  a  detachment  of  five  hun* 
dred  troops,  which  were  fent  by  the  republic  to  op- 
pofe  PaoU  in  Corfica,  but  was  imfuccefsful.  He 
then  went  to  Florence,  and  wrote  to  Paoli,  tender- 
ing his  fervices  and  thofe  of  four  French  officers 
whom  he  had  met  with  by  accident;  but  Paoli 
civilly  declined  the  oflFer.  Dumouriez  was,  how- 
ever, determined  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  the 
ifland ;  and  having  become  acquainted  with  a  young 
lieutenant  named  Cofla  de  Caftellana,  whofe  father 
headed  a  party  in  oppofition  to  Paoli,  he  fuggefted 
the  fcheme  of  erefting  Corfica  into  an  independent 
republic,  and  promifed  to  fecure  the  indireft  af&ftance 
of  the  duke  de  Choifeuh  Had  this  project  fuc- 
ceeded,  Dumouriez  was  promifed  a  very  honourable 
recompence,  and  the  command  of  the  armies, 
oa.  1763.  Having  fettled  certain  important  preliminaries  in 
Returns  to  Corfica,  he  determined  to  return  to  France,  and 
France,  embarked  for  that  purpofe ;  but  the  weather  was  fo 
unfavourable,  that  he  was  thirty-three  days  in  reach- 
ing Marfeilles.  On  his  airrival  he  found  tnat  a  treaty 
had  been  concluded  between  France  and  Genoa, 
which  would  render  his  application  to  Choifeul  un- 
availing. He  was  not>  however,  deterred  from  his 
projed ;  but  arranged  a  clandefUne  plan  with  a  fhip- 
builder  of  Marfeilles,  called  Roux  de  Cotfe,  who 

agreed 
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agreed  to  fupply  the  confpirators  with  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  cannoneers,  for  which  he.  was  to  be  paid  in 
timber  fit  for  fhip-building,  which  abounds  in  Cor« 
fica. 

Dumouriez  had  now  nearly  exhaufted  his  little  J^'*J"/,„^ 
bank  of  one  hundred  louisi  and  returned  to  Paris  in  duplicity, 
great  diftrefs,  having  left  his  clothes  and  watch  in 
pawn  at  Marfeilles.     On  his  arrival,  he  went  to  his 
old  friend  Favier,  who  received   him  with  great 
kindnefs.      It  happened  that  Favier  was  at  that  time 
engaged  with   the   Du  Barrys    and    the   Genoefe 
miniller,  in  a  plan  which  was  diametrically  oppofite 
to  the  views  of  Dumouriez,  namely,  to  prevail  on 
Choifeul  to  fend  to  Corfica  double  the  number  of 
French  troops  which  had  been  ftipulated  in  the  treaty 
with   Genoa.      Favier  was  employed   to   draw  a 
memorial,  for  which  he  was  promifed  five  hundred 
Ims'iTors.     Diffident  of  his  own  knowledge,  he  ap- 
plied to  Dumouriez  to  fumiih  him  with  materials, 
for  which  he  engaged  to  give  him  a  hundred  lotus. 
The  unprincipled  adventurer  accepted  this  offer,  but 
fupplied  fuch  fisilfe  information,  that  his  memorial  con- 
tamed  nothing  but  vague  and  feeble  dedudions  ;  this 
he  calls  being  '^  alike  faithful  to  friendihip  and  his 
"  own  plan.**    Before  the  delivery  of  this  treacherous 
compofition,  he  had  an  interview  with  Choifeul,  at 
which  he  endeavoured,  by  all  the  arguments  a  falla- 
cious and   difhoneft  logic  could  fupply,  to  induce 
him  to  forfeit  his   engagements  with  Genoa,  and 
iavor  the  fecret  plans  of  Roux.     The  minifter  was 
ftaggered  by  his  reafoning,  and  dazzled  by  his  re- 
prefentations,  he  gave  fome  grounds  to  hope  that 
he  would  adopt  the  propofed  plans.     The  oppofite 
party  obferving  fome  fymptoms  of  this  difpofid'on  in 
the  duke,  redoubled  their  exertions,  and  at  the  next 
mterview,  Dumouriez  found  him  as  much  prejudiced 
againft  his  j^an,  as  he  had  before  feemed  favourable 
to  it.     He  exhaufted  his  arguments  in  vain,  and 
at  length,  as  a  laft  effort  to  reafize  his  brilliant 
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projeftg,  communicated  to  the  duke  the  whole  fecret 
with  which  he  had  been  intrufted  by  the  indifcreet 
Favier.  This  produced  the  defired  effefl;  the 
minifter  defired  him  to  call  the  next  day,  and  that 
he  fhould  be  expedited  to  Corfica,  Dumouriez  now 
thought  himfelf  fecure  of  attaining  his  point,  but 
Choifeul  had  difclofed  through  weaknefs  all  that 
Dumouriez,  from  motives  lefs  excufable,  had  told 
him ;  the  parties  interefted  had  fucceeded  in  effacing 
the  impreilion  made  by  his  communication,  and  had 
inflamed  the  minifter  fo  violently  againft  him,  that 
when  he  went  to  the  levee  the  next  day  the  duke 
affailed  him  with  a  torrent  of  reproach,  and  in- 
dignantly difmiflfed  him  as  an  adventurer. 
tcaTet  This  fcene  took  place  in  prefence  of  many  wit* 

Firit.       neffes ;  Dumouriez  having  replied  with  great  freedom 
and  dperity  to  the  minifter's  allegations,  began  to 
think  himfelf  unfafe  in  Paris,  and  quitting  the  dty 
on  foot,  repaired  to  Maubeuge.     From  this  place 
he  determined  to  proceed  to  Mons,  but  firft  wrote 
to  Favier,  requefting  him  to  forward  his  pormanteau, 
which,  except  fix  louis^  contained  all  his  worldly 
goods.      The  generous  Favier,  far  from  harbouring 
any  rancour,  lent  him  an  anfwer  conceived  in  terms 
of  fportive  reproof,  and  acknowledged  himfelf  his 
debtor  in  the  fum  of  one  hundred  louis^  which  he 
promifed  to  tranfmit  to  Mons,  and  in  the  mean  time 
lent  him  ten  louts  inclofed  in  a  riband. 
Nov.         He  ftayed  at  Mons  a  month,  from  which  place  he 
A.  rives  at  wrote  a  letter  of  fubmiffion  to  the  minifter,   re- 
*"*'       quefting  a  paffport,  leave  to  ferve  in  Spain,  znd 
letters  of  recommendation  to  the  French  ambaflador 
at  Madrid.     He  inclofed  a  long  memorial  relative  to 
Corlica,  tending  to  prove,  that  **  the  treaty  with 
**  Genoa  would  neceffarily  produce,  in  a  few  years. 
Writes  to   "  21  war  with  Paoli."     At  the  fame  time  he  wrote 
bu  father,  to  his  father,  who  had  been  greatly  alarmed  refpefUng 
his  quarrel,  informing  him  of  the  ftate  of  the  affair, 
requelUng  him  to  difcharge  a  debt  of  dght  hundred 
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fivres  (35/O9  which  he  had  contraded  at  Leghorn^ 
and  to  advance  him  fifty  lotas  to  enable  him  to  travel 
into  Spain.  The  parent  waited  on  Choifeul,  who 
retained  no  anger,  but  fpoke  of  the  journey  to  Spain 
as  calculated  to  abate  his  redundant  fire.  At  the 
end  of  a  few  days  he  received  a  packet  containing  a  » 
polite  letter  from  the  duke,  a  certificate  of  nobility, 
the  king's  permiilion  to  enter  into  the  Spaniih  fervice, 
letters  of  recommendation  to  the  marquis  de  Gri- 
maldi,  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  in  Spain,  and  to 
the  marquis  d'Oflun,  the  French  ambaffador,  a  very 
tender  letter  from  his  "own  father,  and  a  bill  of  ex* 
change  for  fifty  louts. 

An  attention  to  economy,  as  well  as  the  feverity  17^4- 
of  the  weather,  which  prevented  his  croffing  the  ^^^ 
Pyrenees,  induced  Dumouriez  to  travel  by  fea.  In 
the  courfe  of  his  voyage  from  Oftend  to  Seville,  he 
refcued  a  young  Spanifh  lady  from  the  rage  of  a 
brutal  brother,  who  harboured  fuch  a  refentment 
agaunft  him,  that  at  Seville  he  attempted  his  life,  but 
his  vindidive  attempt  was  defeated,  and  the  Spaniard 
thrown  into  prifon.  On  his  arrival  in  Madrid,  he 
iras  received  with  great  kindnefs  by  the  marquis 
d'Offun,  who  advifeid  him  not  to  be  precipitate  in 
feeking  military  employment,  and  facilitated  his 
forbearance  by  allowing  him  free  accefs  to  bis  table, 
and  fupplying  him  with  money.  He  was  through 
him  introduced  to  the  wholts  corps  diplomatique* 

While  he  was  paffing  his  time  thus  agreeably  in  T7<^ 
Madrid,  he  received  fevcral  fevere  letters  from  his  p^7i«U 
father,  and  intelligence  that  his  favourite  coufm  was 
turned  nun,  in  confequence  of  having  loft  her 
beauty  by  the  fmall-pox.  To  difEpate  his  chagrin, 
and  extend  his  knowledge,  h^  refolved  to  vifit  ror- 
tugal,  and,  to  facilitate  l^s  favourable  reception, 
determined  to  make  an  offer  of  his  fervices,  though 
in  fuch  a  way  that  he  was  fure  they  would  not  be 
accepted*  He  performed  this  journey  with  great 
care  and  minute  attention,  tranimittxng  his  notes 
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and  memorandums  in  cypher  to  the  marquis 
d*Oflun.  This  expedition  engaged  him  a  whole 
year ;  he  afterwards  publifhed  the  information  he 
had  acquired,  under  the  title  of  "  an  Eflay  on 
"  Portugal,"  of  which  he  himfelf  fpeaks  in  very 
high  terms,  and  which  he  has  lately  republifhed. 

On  his  return  to  Spain,  he  was  coolly  rere?ved  by 
the  marquis  d*Offun,  who  confidered  him  9  t  fickle 
young  man ;  but  Dumouriez  rdnftated  himfelf  in 
his  good  graces  by  *'  a  Syftem  of  Attack  and  De- 
"  fence  for  Portugal,**  which  he  compofed  in  a 
fortnight.  He  was  offered  a  lieutenant-colonelcy  of 
a  corps  of  three  battalions,  but  declined  it  from 
motives  of  condderation  to  a  French  officer  named 
Chateauveron,  in  whofe  prejudice  the  offer  was 
made.  He  remained  another  year  in  Spain,  during 
which  he  cultivated  an  intimacy  with  the  duke  de 
Crillon  and  his  fon,  and  prince  Emanuel  ^e  Salm* 
Salm,  who  afterwards  engaged  confiderable'littentioa 
in  the  courfe  of  the  revolution.  He  alfo  formed  an 
attachment  for  a  young  lady,  who  was  afterwards 
married  to  an  alcade,  or  judee  of  Valladolid. 
Though  the  marquis  d*Offun  reltored  to  him  his 
countenance^  they  were  not  on  terms  of  cordiality, 
and  Dumouriez,  in  confequence,  was  very  much 
ftraitened  in  his  finances. 

At  length  he  was  recalled  to  France.  The  affairs 
of  Corfica  had  brought  his  memorial  to  the  minifter's 
recoUedion,  and  France  having  iniquitoufly  pur- 
chafed  a  domain  which  Genoa  fraudulently  fold, 
Dumouriez  was  employed  to  give  effect  to  the  con- 
tract by  force  of  arms.  On  his  arrival  in  Paris  he 
waited  on  the  duke  de  Choifeul  before  he  vifited  his 
fiither,  and  was  mod  gracioufly  received.  The 
minifter  apprifed  him  of  his  intention  to.  appoint 
him  quarter-mailer  general  of  the  Corfican  army,  of 
which  the  marquis  de  Chauvelin  was  to  be  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  requefted  him  to  wait  on  that 
general  to  explain  his  memorial.    Being  required  to 

prepare 
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prepare  for  an  immediate  departure,  he  ventured  to 
inform  the  duke  of  his  pecuniary  embarraflments, 
and  of  the  amount  of  his  debts,  which  was  fifteen 
thouland  livres  (656 /•  5/.).  The  duke  prefented 
him  with  eighteen  thousand  (787/.  i ox.),  and  they 
parted  on  the  moil  friendly  terms. 

With  this  money  he  went  to  his  father,  and  re- 
funded all  he  had  advanced,  at  the  fame  time  re* 
quefting  him  to  liquidate  every  other  demand,  which 
being  done,   he  was  flill  poiTeiTed  of  a  thoufand 
crowns  (125/.).      The  next  Sunday,  Dumouriez  Cholfeui^t 
and  his  father  went  to  Verfailles  to 'thank  the  mini-  ?*?**?"• 
fter,  who,  at  a  full  levee,  and  in  the  moft  noble 
manner,  apologized  for  his  former  harfhnefs.     At  a  Dumou- 
fubfequent  interview,  Dumouriez  prefented  to  the  "5««fignt 
duke  his  commiflion  as  captain  of  cavalry,  then  taincy^*  ^ 
worth  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  thoufand  livres, 
defiring  him  to  prefent  it  to  any  perfon  he  thought 
proper,  referving  only  the  regulated  price,  eight 
thoufand  livres  (350  A)  in  his  favor.     This  hand- 
fome  facrifice,  and  the  value  of  the  patronage,  were 
highly  acceptable  to  the  minifter. 

On  his  arrival  in  Corfica,  Dumouriez  had  an  op-  Amtt%  ch« 
portunity  of  rendering  a  fervice  to  the  Jefuits,  in  J*^*"»"» 
whofe  college  he  had  been  educated  :  they  were  now 
refugees  from  Spain,  and  about  to  be  again  tranf- 
ported  by  the  Fit-nch  government. 

He  difpatched  this  aflPair  with  extraordinary  fpeed,  ift  Sept. 
and  when  he  returned  to  Baftia  affifted  at  a  council  C'^P*^^" 
of  war,  where  he  differed  in  opinion  with  the 
commander  in  chief  and  all  the  oiScers.  As  his 
opinion  was  of  a  nature  which  might  lead  to  a  fuf- 
picion  of  pufillanimity,  he  was  obliged  to  exert  him- 
felf  vigoroufly  in  the  field  to  efface  To  unfavorable  an 
impreSion,  and  accordingly  expofed  himfelf  fo  rafh- 
ly  in  florming  a  redoubt,  that  Chauvelin,  who  ob- 
ferved  his  conduft,  frequently  exclaimed,  *'  You 
**  will  fee  this  little  good  man  get  himfelf  knocked 
^^  on  the  bead  on  account  of  his  opinion.''    It  is 

not 
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not  my  intention  to  detail  the  hiilory  of  the  Clorfican 
war,  m  which  it  is  fufficient  to  obferve^  that  Du« 
mouriez  behaved  very  gallantly,  though  his  advice 
was  not  followed,  and  he  was  frequoitly  c^pofed 
Jan.  1769.  and  thwarted  from  motives  of  pride  and  envy.    He 
formed  a  bold  enterprife  to  gain  poiTeflion  of  the 
port  of  Ifola  RoiTa,  in  which  he  failed.    He  was,  oa 
another  occafion,  put  under  arreft,  through  miftake^ 
but  liberated,  with  many  apologies.    He  had  pre« 
vioufly  been  offered  a  brevet  rank  of  lieutenant-co* 
lonel,  and  pecuniary  gratification,  which  he  refufed, 
but  at  this  period  he  accepted  the  money.    He  alfo 
procured  the  capitulation  of  the  caftle  of  Corte,  and 
was  rewarded  with  one  hundred  volumes  from  Pa« 
oli's  library.    The  war  was  at  length  terminated  by 
the  reduction  of  the  ifland. 
Death  of        When  Dumouriez  returned  to  Paris,  he  found  his 
Us  father,  father  was  dead,  leaving  him  an  eftate  of  fevcnty 
thoufand  livres  (3062/.  lo/.),  which  produced  about 
three  thoufand  livres  (131  /.  5^.)  a-year.    To  this 
the  minifler  added  a  penfion  of  three  thoufand  livres 
(131/.  5  J.),  befides  his  appointment.    He  pafled 
the  winter  at  Paris,  in  company  with  a  few  men  of 
wit,   and*  formed  an  intimacy  with  the  count  de 
Broglio. 
Sent  to         'I'^e  duke  de  Choifeul  next  employed  Dumouriez 
Poland,     in  Poland.    He  is  not  very  explicit  in  regard  to  the 
objeft  of  his  miffion,  but  intimates  that  it  took 
place  in  confequence  of  the  minifter's  defire  to  be 
exadly  informed  of  what  might  be  expe£led  from 
the  efforts  of  the  Poles,  previous  to  his  decifion  how 
far  France  fhould  interfere  in  their  affairs.    His  ene- 
mies aflert,  that  he  was  employed  merely  as  a  fpy  *  ; 
he  infmuates  that  he  was  fent  as  minifter.    Hb  ap- 
pointments, according  to  his  own  account,  were  ex- 
tremely liberal;  he  was  allowed  twelve  thoufand 
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livres  (52?/0  for  travelling  expences,  and  three 

thoufand  livres  (131  /.  5  j.)  a-month.     He  prepared 

himfelf  for  this  employ  by  a  laborious  ftudy  of  the 

afiairs  of  Poland,  to  which  he  devoted  fix  hours 

a-day  for  three  months.     Before  his  departure  he  Juljrsjyo* 

had  an  interview  with  Choifeul,  who  communicate^ 

to  him,  with  great  freedom,  his  political  views,  but 

left  his  conduct  with  refped  to  Poland  entirely  to  his 

difcretion.     "  I  will  not  give  you  any  inftruaion*,*' 

faid  the  duke.     **  I  defy  you  to  give  me  any,^*  an- 

fwered  Dumouriez ;  *^  you  know  no  more  than  my« 

*^  felf  what  is  to  be  done.**     The  minifter  laughed 

at  this  fally,  and  they  parted  in  the  moft  friendly 

manner. 

The  period  of  his  miffion  was  that,  when  the  male-  Hit  cm- 
contents  were  preparing  to  depofe  king  Staniflaus  '^"^  ***««* 
and  to  take  up  arms  againft  the  agents  of  Ruffia, 
and  when  the  partition  treaty  was  negotiating.  He 
flayed  fome  time  at  Strafburg,  at  Munich,  where  he 
made  a  conditional  purchafe  of  twenty-two  thoufand 
mufkets,  and  at  Vienna,  where  he  was  detained  by 
the  jealoufy  and  formality  of  M.  Durand,  the  French 
minifter.  At  length  he  arrived  at  Eperies,  where 
he  found  the  malecontent  nobles  immerfed  in  de- 
bauchery, and  carelefs  of  their  deareft  interefts.  He 
immediately  occafioned  a  fuppreflion  of  the  peafions 
they  received  from  France ;  attempted  to  introduce 
difcipline  and  order  into  their  army,  formed  an  inti- 
macy with  the  countefs  of  Mniezeck,  whom  he  com- 
pares to  TafTo's  Armida,  and  with  Miaczinfki,  who 
afterwards  ferved  in  France.  He  prepared  an  ex-  «4th  Dee« 
teniive  plan  of  military  operations  for  the  next  year,  J  JiJ^' 
which  was  fruftrated  by  the  difgrace  of  his  patron, 
the  duke  de  Choifeul.  The  duke  d*Aiguillon,  who 
fucceeded  Choifeul,  was  unfriendly  to  Dumouriez, 
though  he  would  not  accept  his  offer  to  retire.  This 
circumftance  rendered  his  operations  in  Poland  very 
difficult,  and  prevented  the  eSe6t  of  his  vigorous 
meafures.    Dumouriez,  however,  purfued  his  01  i- 
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ginal  plan  with  fuch  variations  as  circumftances  re- 
quired,  till  he  was  fuperfeded  by  the  baron  de 
Viomdhil  •>. 
Jan.  i77«*  On  his  return  to  Paris,  he  waited  on  the  duke 
2n"d' Ai-  d'Aiguillon,  who  received  him  with  much  harflmefs, 
guiilon.  and  from  whofe  prefence  he  retired  in  anger.  He 
next  went  to  the  marquis  de  Monteynard,  the  mini- 
fter  at  war,  who  was  denied  to  him.  Dumouriez, 
intemperate  through  rage  and  impatience,  burft  open 
his  clofet  door,  and  forced  himfelf  into  his  prefence. 
Notwithftanding  this  intrufion,  he  fucceeded  fo  well 
in  explaining  himfelf,  that  Monteynard  was  intereft- 
ed  in  his  behalf ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  four  days  Du- 
mouriez was  put  on  the  ftaflF  of  the  regiment  of  Lor- 
raine, with  a  pay  of  three  thouCmd  livres  (13 1  /•  5  ^O* 
Being  exempt  from  duty,  he  divided  his  time  be- 
tween Paris  and  Verfaiiles,  and  wrote  feveral  trea- 
tifes  and  memorials. 
Attempt  On  the  return  of  the  marquis  d*Offun  and  the 
lurt^hem.  ^^^^  ^^  Crillon  to  Paris,  they  attempted  to  recon- 
cile the  duke  d'Aiguillon  to  Dumouriez  ;  the  mi- 
nifter  fent  him  a  draft  for  three  thoufand  livres 
(131  /.  51.)  2s  a  gratification  for  his  fervices  in  Po- 
land, which  Dumouriez  returned,  obferving  that  it 
was  either  too  much  or  too  little.  This  cavalier  beha- 
viour fruftrated  the  propofed  accommodation, and  left 
Dumouriez  to  the  patronage  of  the  war  minifter 
only,  and  expofed  to  the  hatred  of  the  duke  d^Ai- 
guillon. 
Sent  to  When    the    revolution  in   Sweden  broke  out, 

1^™:  Louis  XV.  who  was  much  attached  to  Guftavus  the 
Third,  and  entertained  apprehenfions  that  the  party 
in  oppofition  to  him  would  call  in  the  aid  of  Ruilia^ 

•  It  would  occupy  too  much  fpace,  and  is  foreign  to  the  principal 
objeft  of  this  work,  to  derail  all  Dunoourits^s  operationa  in  Poland 
during  thcfe  two  years.  The  reader  is  referred  to  his  Memoiri,  vol.  i. 
p.  1X4  to  £98  \  and  for  a  general  account  of  the  affairs  of  Poland  and 
tranfafiions  of  this  period,  at  once  fuccinf^,  tntertitiDg^  and  Utisfac- 
tory,  to  Coxe*t  Travtls  in  Poland^  &c.  vol*  i* 
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rcfolved  to  afEft  the  king  with  fcven  millions  of 
livres  (306,250  A),  or  feven  thoufand  men.  Du- 
mouriez  wrote  a  memorial  on  the  occafion,  in  which 
he  recommended  the  fending' of  troops  inftead  of 
money,  and  propofed  a  plan  for  raifmg  them  en- 
tirely in  foreign  countries.  Monteynard  carried  this 
memorial  to  the  king,  who  direfted  that  Dumouriez 
ihould  be  employed,  without  d'Aiguillon's  know- 
ledge, to  go  to  Hamburgh,  and  afcertain  the  prac- 
ticability or  the  fcheme.  Dumouriez  remonftrating 
with  Monteynard  on  the  danger  of  incurring  the 
difpleafure  of  d'Aiguillon,  the  king  impatiently  in- 
fifted  on  feeing  him.  He  was  prefented  the  fame 
evening :  Louis  XV.  faid,  "  Set  out  for  Hamburgh, 
•*  and  execute  Monteynard's  orders  ;'*  and  without 
waiting  for  a  reply,  withdrew.  When  Dumouriez  June  1773. 
arrived  at  Hamburgh,  he  found  tiiat  the  revolution 
in  Sweden  was  atchieved  without  bloodfhed  ;  .he 
continued,  neverthelefs,  to  correfpond  with  Mon- 
teynard, but  being  furrounded  with  fpies  placed  over 
him  by  d'Aiguillon,  fome  letters  written  by  his  friends 
in  France  were  intercepted ;  he  was  arrefted,  though  Amded 
in  a  free  city,  conveyed  to  the  Hotel  de  France^  »"''  ^«n' 
where  he  remained  nine  days,  and  from  thence  Baftiiie. 
efcorted  to  Paris,  and  lodged  in  the  Baflille,  toge-  13th  Sepc 
ther  with  his  two  fervants  ^. 

At  the  name  of  the  Baftille,  every  Englifhman 
feels  an  anxiety,  proportioned  to  his  well-founded  dc- 
teftation  of  fuch  places  of  confinement,  to  invefti- 
gatc  every  particular  of  the  prifoner*s  treatment. 
Having,  in  another  place,  difplayed  the  fufferings  of 
(late  prifoners  fubfequent  to  the  revolution,  I  mail, 
as  a  contraflf  abridge  Dumouriez's  own  account  of 
his  reception  and  mode  of  life  in  the  Baftille,  leav- 
ing to  the  reader  to  make  his  own  comp  arifons  and 
reledions.    It  is,  however,  to  be  recolleded,  that 

f  Baftilk  dcvoil^,  4*  Jivraifon,,  p.  ii,    Dumouittz  fays  he  entered 
the  Baftille  the  latierend  of  0£l^ber|  but  it  is  of  little  impomoce* 
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Dumouriez  was  particularly  obnoxious  to  t^ae  mi- 
nifter  by  whofe  orders  he  was  arrefted. 
His  rccep-      Dumouricz  was  conveyed  to  the  Baftilk:  at  nme 
o'clock  at  night ;  he  was  received  by  the  rnajor,  and 
underwent  a  minute  fearch ;  This  money^  knife,  and 
fhoe-buckles  were  taken  from  him.     Thie  reafon  af- 
figned  for  the  latter  privation  was,  th?*t  a  prifoner 
had  (Irangled  himfelf  by  fwiiHowins  the  tongue  of 
a  buckle ;  yet  with  all  this  fagacity  tney  left  him  his 
knee-buckles.     The  fearch  :ind  enumeration  of  his 
.  effo&s  took  up  an  hour  aud  a  h^lf.     Dumouriez 
then  complained  of  hunger,  rand  required  a  fowl 
might  be  fent  for  from  the  n  ext  tavern.    **  A  fowl,** 
faid  the  major ;  "  do  you  know  that  this  is  Friday  ?** 
**  You  are  entrufted  with  my  perfon  only,  and  not 
**  my  confcience,'*  anfwered   the  prifoner.     **  I  jam 
*'  ill ;  for  the  Baftille  itfe\f  is  a  malady :  do  not, 
*^  therefore,  -  refufe  me  a  fo*  wl.**     He  was  accord- 
ingly indulged. 

Ap«rt«  The  place  of  his  confine  ment  was  an  odagon^ 

chamber,  about  fifteen  feet:  in  every  direftion,  r^nd 
twenty-five  in  height ;  the  1  >nly  window,  which  was 
twenty-two  feet  from  the  fli  3or,  and  opened  vjt  three 
different  parts,  was  a  nar  row  embrafure,^  at  leaft 
fifteen  feet  thick,  guarded  ^  »¥ith  double  ro'jr5  of  maffy 
iron  bars.     All  the  move  ables  confifl'^jd  of  an  0I4 
bed,  with  ferge  curtdns,  -very  dirty  ?jid  uncomfort- 
able, a  chaife  fercee,  a  woodeTi  taVjfe,  a  ftraw-bot- 
tomed  chair,  and  a  pi'icher.     A.  i\  irnkey,  or  jailor, 
who  was  a  robufl  man,  with  a  clo  cvnifh  afpeft,  light- 
ed a  fire,  left  a  candle,  and  retir?  ^.    When  Dumou- 
riez inquired  if  he  could  not  ha'  ^e  a  better  chamber, 
the  jailor  afTured  him  that  it  was    one  ot  the  bcft  in  all 
the  tower  of  liberty^  for,  by  a  re  ^ement  in  barbarity, 
they  had  given  that  name  to  r  ^e  of  the  towers  of  the 
Baftille.     Struck  with  this      refleftion,  Duniouriez 
faid,  laughing,  *«  It  appeal  ^   to   me,  that  in  this 
"  charming  habitation,  the  ^  add  a  biting  kind  of 
**  iauce  td  their  hofpitality.'  f    The  obfcrvation  was 
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Tepeated  by  the  turnkey,  and  inferted  in  a  regifter, 
where  all  the  fmart  fayings  extorted  by  anguiih, 
▼exation,  or  furprife,  from  the  unfortunate,  were 
carefully  recorded.    « 

The  next  day  he  was  awakened  by  the  noife  of  KinJncft 
keys  ufed  in  opening  two  very  thick  doors,  fortified  ^crnwf^ 
with  plates  of  iron.  Bread  and  wine  were  brought 
for  his  breakfaft,  and  he  was  apprifed  that  at  nine 
o'clock  he  mud  wait  on  the  governor.  Dumouriez 
was  condu&ed  before  him  by  a  feijeant,  and  four 
invalids.  The  governor,  the  count  de  Jumilhac, 
was  an  old  officer,  and  a  man  of  pleafure,  kind, 
fenfible,  and  well  informed.  He  told  Dumouriez, 
that  the  king  allowed  fifteen  livres  (13  J*  i'.  d.)  a-day 
for  him,  and  three  (2s.  y  d.)  for  each  of  his  fer- 
▼ants,  fo  that  if  he  was  not  well  created  he  might 
prefer  his  complaint  to  him.  He  alfo  faid,  that,  in 
conformity  to  the  regulations  of  the  Baftille,  he 
would  be  confidered  as  a  clofe  prifoner,  until  his 
firft  examination  had  taken  place ;  that  no  perfon 
was  allowed  to  converfe  with  him,  or  anfwer  quef- 
tions ;  and  that,  in  (lri£lnefs,  he  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed pen,  ink,  or  paper,  or  any  book  whatever, 
not  even  a  prayer-book.  *^  But,''  added  the  count, 
*^  I  am  too  much  interefted  in  your  behalf  to  con* 
'^  form  ftriftly  to  this  rule.  I  am  too  old  to  vifit 
^  you  in  your  apartment.  I  (hall,  therefore,  re- 
^^  quire  you  to  defcend  every  morning  into  this  hall : 
^<  carry  thefe  two  volumes  with  you,  and  conceal 
**  them."  Dumouriez  faw  the  governor  every 
morning,  who  not  only  fumifhed  him  with  books, 
but  recounted  the  anecdotes  of  the  gay  world.  He 
carried  his  attention  fo  far  as  to  fupply  him  with  a 
finall  quantity  of  lemons,  fugar,  coffee,  and  foreign 
wines ;  he  alfo  fent  him  a  di(h  from  his  own^^ble 
when  he  dined  at  home. 

The  ninth  day  of  his  detention,  Dumouriez  was  Dumoo. 
examined  before  three  conmiiflioners,  attended  by  a  ''*'V*  ^'* 
iecretary.    He  was  permitted  to  enter  a  proteft  tions!' 
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againft  any  advantage' which  might  be  taken  of  hb 
examination,  fo  as  to  preclude  a  legal  trial,  and 
againft  the  folicitation  or  intervention  of  his  friends 
or  fuperiors«  He  refufed  to  anfwer  any  queftion 
which  was  not  previoufly  committed  to  paper,  or  to 
permit  his  replies  to  be  inferted  in  any  other  words' 
than  thofe  pronounced  by  himfelf.  He  underwent, 
in  the  courfe  of  two  months,  four  examinations,  in 
the  courfe  of  which  the  commifEoners  difplayed 
much  art  in  their  endeavours  to  enfnare  him  in  con- 
tradiAory  alTertions,  and  he  evinced  no  lefs  firmnefs 
and  fagacity  in  concealing  fads  which  he  wifhed  to 
remain  unknown,  and  eluding  unfavourable  con- 
ftrudions.  He  was  enabled  to  be  thus  confident  in 
his  anfwers  by  a  fingular  artifice :  at  the  end  of 
every  examination,  he  engraved  on  the  walls  of  his 
apartment.  With  the  tongue  of  his  knee-buckle,  the 
queftions  afked  by  the  commiiConers,  and  his  own 
anfwers.  To  prevent  difcovery,  he  ufed  arbitrary 
figns  and  abbreviations,  and  put  every  word  in  a 
different  language.  In  thefe  circumftances,  a  perfoa 
endowed  with  lels  courage  and  prefence  of  mind  than 
Dumouriez  muft  have  betrayed  himfelf  and  his 
friends  to  inevitable  deflrudion,  from  the  want  of 
recoUeftion,  and  of  fpirit  to  oppofe  the  mifrepre- 
fentation  of  anfwers  fet  down  in  .equivocal  terms, 
and  perverted  in  their  meanings. 

On  his  fecond  examination,  Dumouriez,  in  an- 
fwering  a  ridiculous  queftion  put  to  him  by  the 
commifEoners,  *'  Whether  he  hated  the  duke  d*Ai* 
^'  guillon  ?''  di£lated  eight  feparate  charges  againft 
him  for  minifterial  mifcondud.  At  the  end  of  his 
laft  examination,  Marvilie,  one  of  the  commif- 
iioners,  faid  to  him,  with  a  barbarous  jocularity, 
^'  You  are  a  man  of  courage,  therefore  I  will  not 
*^  conceal  from  you  that  M .  Monteynard  has  beea 
difgraced ;  that  the  duke  d'Aiguillon  is  more 
powerful  than  ever,  and  that  he  unites  the  war 
*^  department  with  that  for  foreign  afiiaurs :  you  are, 
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"  therefore,  entirely  in  his  power,  and  may  expeft 
•*  to  remain  in  prifon  for  at  lead'  ten  years.** 
"  M.  de  Marville,**  anfwered  Dumouriez,  "  you 
"  have  furely  read  la  Fontaine,  and  muft  remember 
**  the  fable  of  the  emperor,  the  afs,  and  the  mounte- 
bank. Before  the  expiration  of  ten  years  half  of 
you  will  not  be  alive,  much  lefs  in  office.  Not^t 
bensj  you,  yourfelf,  are  more  than  feventy  years 
"  of  age.'*  This  reply  vanquifhed  the  brutal  com- 
miffioner,  and  he  embraced  the  man  he  had  before 
infulted.  To  contrail  this  trait,  an  aftion  of  M.  de 
Sartines,  lieutenant  de  police^  and  alfo  one  of  the 
commiilioners,  ought  to*  be  mentioned.  After  his 
firft  examination,  Dumouriez  required  fome  books 
from  his  own  library :  he  offered  to  give  a  lift  of 
thofe  he  wanted,  faying  he  had  fix  thoufand  volumes 
at  Verfailles.  **  You  do  not  recoUeft,**  faid  M.  de 
Sartines,  coolly,  "  that  at  your  departure  you  re- 
quefted  your  aunt  to  fell  all  your  books  and  move- 
ables :  you  have  no  longer  any  left.**  Dumouriez, 
who  had  made  the  requeft  on  a  prefumption  that  his 
apartments  had  been  fealed  up,  held  down  his  head ; 
and  the  next  day  de  Sartines  informed  him  he  had 
invented  this  benevolent  fiction  to  prevent  the  fe- 
queftration  of  his  property  by  his  brother  com- 
miilioners. 

Pending  thcfe  examinations,  Dumouriez  had  quar-  Beat*  the 
relied  with  his  gaoler,  who  was  ftout,  athletic,  in-  turnkey, 
folent,  and  choleric.  This  man  treated  him  with  great 
indignity,    addreffed  him   contemptuoufly,    (thou*d 
him,)  and  threatened  to  ftrike  him.     The  prifoner 
fprang  towards  the  chimney,  and  feizing  a  firebrand, 
knocked  him  down.     The  quarrel  was  referred  to 
the  major,  who  feemed  inclined  to  favour  the  turn- 
key ;  but  Dumouriez  appealed  to  his   friend  the 
governor,  who  took  cognizance  of  the  difpute ;  and 
was  with  difficulty  prevented,  by  the  intreaties  of 
the  prifoner  himfelf,  from  turning  the  man  out  of 
his  office. 
VOL.  I.  B  B  After 
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Bit  con.        After  the  fourth  exammation,  Dumourlez,  con- 
trjvaoce     fijcring  that  he  was  likely  to  remain  a  great  while  in 
htulr       confinement,  exerted  himfelf  to  obtain  a  better  apart- 
room..      nicnt,  and  the  focicty  of  his  two  fervants.     He  had 
been  informed  by  M.  de  Sartines  that  he  could  not 
be  gratified  without  the  confent  of  the  duke  de  la 
•Vriiliere,  the  minifter  for  Paris,  who  was  d'Aiguil- 
lon*s  uncle.     Knowing  that  he  had  nothing  to  ex- 
peS  from  that  quarter,  Dumouriez  afked  what  would 
Ije  done  if  any  accident  happened  to  render  his 
apartment   uninhabitable?     "  In  that  cafe,"    faid 
Sartines,  "  you  would  inftantly  be  removed  to  an- 
"  other ;  arid  as  it  is  attended  with  no  danger,  I 
*'  will  engage  to  give  you  the  beft  in  the  Baftrlle." 
Availing  himfelf  of  this  hint,  Dumouriez  refolved 
to   render  his   chamber   untenantable.     Perceiving 
that  one  fide  of  his  hearth  was  funk  below  the  level 
of  the  other,  he  expeftcd  to  derive  advantage  from 
this  circumftance.   The  hearth  confifted  of  two  large 
Cones  joined  together  at  the  centre,  and  fupported 
by  a  beam,  which  the  great  heat  had  reduced  to 
charcoal.     Concluding  there  was  a  cavity  below,  he 
one  morning,  between  the  hours  of  two  and  fix, 
forced  up  the  floor  of  his  apartment ;  and  by  means 
of  a  billet  of  wood,  which  he  ufed  as  a  battering 
Adventure  ram,  made  a  hole  through  the  ceiling  below.     In 
attending  ^j^g  room  to  which  he  thus  opened  a  communication, 
he  beheld  a  perfon  about  fifty  years  of  age,  ftark 
naked,  with  a  long  grey  beard,  and  his  hair  (land- 
ing on  end,  who  howling  dreadfully,  daflied   the 
gravel  at  him  with  great  violence  through  the  hole 
whence  it  had  dropped.     He  wiflied  to  ipeak  to  this 
unhappy  wretch,  but  found  that  he  was  mad.     He 
learned  afterwards  that  his  name  was  Euftachius 
Farey,  a  gentleman  of  Picardy,  and  captain  in  the 
regiment  of  Piedmont,    who  had   been    confined 
twenty-two  years  in  the  Bafl:ille  for  having  either 
compofed  or  diftributed  a  fong  againft  madame  Pom- 
padour.   Having  at  length  forced  the  two  large 
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ftones  and  gravel  through  the  hole,  Dumoufiez 
called  the  fentinel,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  awaken 
the  turnkey.  On  being  taken  before  the  governor.  His  re- 
he  ftated  that  the  ftones  had  fallen  through  owing  to  ™°^*^ 
the  calcination  of  the  beam  by  extreme  heat.  The 
account  was  credited,  and  the  room  called  the  chapel 
^as  immediately  allotted  to  him.  When  the  guards 
had  retired,  he  told  Jumilliac  the  truth ;  and  both 
he  and  de  Sartines,  to  whom  it  was  afterwards  com* 
municated,  laughed  at  the  adventure. 

His  new  apartment  wa$  twenty-fix  feet  long  and 
eighteen  broad,  with  a  good  fire-place,  a  neat  bed, 
and  an  antichamber  ;  but  the  room  was  dark,  as  it 
had  but  one  window.  In  a  few  days  he  obtained  an  ^nd  that 
order  for  the  removal  of  his  fervants,  who  were  very 
happy  to  join  him. 

Dumouriez  now  fared  extremely  well ;  his  din-  Hi«  mode 
ner,  which  always  confifted  of  five  diflies,  and  his  °^  **'*"** 
fupper,  compofed  of  three,  befides  the  deflert,  were 
ferved  up  together,  and  made  a  magnificent  appear- 
ance. His  valet  prepared  excellent  ragouts;  and 
their  fituation  banifliiug  all  reflraint,  the  three  pri- 
foncrs  took  their  meals  together.  But  the  charms 
of  fijch  fociety  foon  wore  off,  and  Dumouriez  began 
to  repent  having  obtained  it.  He  had  philofophy 
enough  to  ftifle  his  own  regrets  at  the  lofs  of  liberty ; 
but  his  companions,  lefs  occupied,  and  lefs  able  to 
fuftain  the  privation  of  enjoyments,  frequently 
brought  him  to  a  lively  fenfe  of  his  fituation  by  la- 
mentmg  theirs.  He  was  obliged  to  leave  his  ftudies 
to  amuie  them :  he  taught  them  games  at  cards  and 
chefs,  and  read  romances  and  travels  to  them  one 
hour  in  the  morning  and  two  at  night.  He  was, 
however,  attacked  with  a  fciatica,  and  confined  a 
week  to  his  bed,  and  then  became  fully  fenfible  of 
the  value  of  their  company  and  affiftance.  i 

He  was  furniflbed  with  whatever  books  he  required  L>te»nr 
from  his  own  library ;  and,  during  his  confinement,  ^ni»r 
wrote  a  trad  on  war,  intitled  **  Military  Principles;'* 
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•  aftd  tlfo  a  "  Treatifc  on  Legions."  He  alfo  pro- 
jefted  a  large  work,  the  hint  of  which  was  furnifhod 
by  Bayle :  this  was  a  compreflion  of  all  the  books  of 
travels  extant,  arranged  topographically,  and  di- 
vided into  centuries,  with  comparifons  between  the 
country  vifited,  and  the  native  place  of  the  traveller 
at  the  period  of  writing.  This  he  termed  "  A  Phi- 
lofophical  Effay  on  Travels :"  he  acknowledges  that 
a  man  muft  be  in  the  Baftille  to  undertake  a  work 
of  the  kind ;  and  perhaps  a  fimilar  confinement  wouU 
be  neceflary  to  induce  any  one  to  read  it.  He  made 
no  beginning  of  this  work,  though  he  wrote  a  preli- 
minary difcourfe  ;  but  he  drew  up  "a  political  and 
commercial  Memoir  relative  to  Hamburgh  and  Lower 
Saxony  ;'*  and  completed  a  tranflation  into  French 
verfe  of  the  twenty-fifth  canto  of  Morgante  Mai- 
giore. 
Corrc-  Such  were  Dumouriez's  employments  in  the  Baf- 

fpomU       ^iiie,     He  found  means  to  difcover  the  apartment  in 
Favi«r.       which  his  friend  Favier  was  confined,  and  to  corre- 
Ijpond  with  him  by  fecreting  letters  in  fiffures  of  the 
wood  fent  to  make  his  fire.     His  fervants  fuggefted 
to  him  a  mode  of  afcertaining  the  number  of  pri- 
foners  in  the  caflle,  which  I  copy  with  his  own  ob- 
State  of     fervation.     "  It  being  winter  feafon,  as  many  heaps 
the  Baf-     cc  ^f  wood  wcre  brought  every  Saturday  to  the  foot 
of  each  tower,  as  there  were  apartments  inhabited 
there.      By  attending  to  this  circumflance,  ho 
."  learned  to  calculate  the  number  of  his  companions 
in  misfortune.     Every  day  at  noon  the  tumkcY 
alfo  placed  at  the  foot  of  each  flaircafe,  as  many 
**  bafkets  containing  plates  as  there  were  prilbncrs. 
^*  Thefe  were,  at  that  time,    far  from  being  nu- 
"  merous ;  for  there  were  never  more  than  nineteen 
during  his  confinement,  and  feveral  days  there 
were  but  feven.  Accordingly  this  terrible  Baftille, 
at  leafl  at  that  epoch,  did  not  fwallow  up  fomany 
miferable  wretches  as  was  imagined.     Since  the 
Jacobins  have  come  into  power,  notwithftanding 
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**  the  continual  executions  that  have  taken  place,  the 
"  dungeons  of  Paris  always  contain  three,  four,  or 
"  five  thoufand  unhappy  people,  whofe  lives  depend 
"  on  the  turn  of  a  ftraw/* 

Notwithftanding  Marville's  infmuation,  Dumou-  The  mi- 
riez  did  not  omit,  at  the  end  of  every  fortnight,  to  "»'**f*«  «^ 
fend,  by  the  hands  of  Sartines,  a  letter  to  the  king,  ^' ' 
rcquefting  the  nomination  of  judges,  and  a  trial* 
This  perfeverance  at  length  produced  the  defired 
cffeft ;  the  king  ordered  d'Aiguillon  to  make  his  re* 
port  to  council  refpe£ting  Dumouriez  and  his  fup- 
pofed  confederates;  intimating,  at  the  fame  time^ 
that  they  were  not  guilty,  and  had  been  too  long 
confined.      D*Aiguillon,    influenced  by   this  hint, 
made  a  favourable  report ;  he  ipoke  of  Dumouriez 
as  a  good  officer,  but  exceedingly  p>etulant,  and  in* 
capable  of  fubordination.   The  prince  de  Soubife  un- 
dertook his   defence ;    and   the   king  teftified  his 
merits,  ordered  the  continuation  of  his  rank  and 
appointments;  and,  as  the  minifter  had  fuggefted 
the  propriety  pf  his  banifliment  from  Paris,  directed  7th  Mar* 
that  he  fhould  be  fent  to  the  caftle  of  Caen,  and  have  V774- 
the  whole  province  of  Normandy  for  a  prifon.  Thus,  cacnl  ^^ 
at  the  end  of  a  confinement  of  fix  months,  Dumou- 
riez was  liberated  from  the  Baftille.     Before  his  de-  *^'«  **«"«• 
parture  he  executed  a  very  benevolent  fineffe.     Re-  fintffc. 
membering  the   anxiety  he  had  fuffered  from  the 
want  of  means  to  preferve  his  thoughts  and  recol- 
lections by  writing,  he  took  care  to  fupply  that  de* 
ficiency  to  his  fucceffors.     In  the  four  corners  of  hia 
apartment  were  four  columns   that   fupported  the 
ceiling,  which  was  no  more  than  nine  feet  from  the 
ground.     Each  column  was  furmounted  with  the 
figure  of  a  fphinx.     He  climbed  up  by  the  affiftance 
of  chairs  and  tables,  and  placed  in  a  hollow  on  the 
back  of  each  of  thefe  fphinxes,  an  oyiler-(hell  full  of 
ink,  fome  iheets  of  paper,  and  feveral  pens.     He 
wrote  on  the  bafe  of  each  column  "  Search  above 
^^  £91  the  explanation  of  the  enigma  ^'*  and  on  the 
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back  of  one  of  the  fphlnxes,  left  a  fhort  diredion  re* 
lative  to  the  manner  of  keeping  up  a  correlpondence 
by  means  of  billets  of  wood. 

The  third  day  after  his  difcharge  from  the  Baftillc, 
Dumouriez  arrived  at  the  caftle  of  Caen,  where  he 
was  received  and  treated  with  the  utmoft  attention. 
It  was  not  the  leaft  fmgular  part  of  his  deftiny  that 
the  lettre  de  cachet  which  banifhed  him  to  Caen, 
placed  him  near  his  coufin,  for  whom  he  had  for- 
merly felt  fo  tender  an  affeftion.  At  the  period  of 
his  departure  for  Poland,  he  had  offered  to  marry 
her ;  but  ihe  was  then  intent  on  taking  the  veil,  and 
refufed  him.  The  rigorous  life  of  a  nun  being  pre- 
judicial to  her  health,  flie  renounced  it ;  but  ftill  re- 
iided  in  a  convent,  where  fhe  pradifed  the  mod 
auftere  devotion.  Dumouriez  did  not  vifit  her  till 
four  days  after  his  arrival ;  and  at  their  firft  inter- 
view they  trembled  like  two  criminals :  they  agreed 
to  live  on  a  footing  of  friendfhip,  and  fee  one  an- 
other but  feldom.  Soon  after  this  refolution  the 
lady  fell  ill  of  a  fever,  and  the  rules  of  the  convent 
not  being  ftrift,  Dumouriez  attended  her,  and  be- 
came her  nurfe  during  twenty-eight  days.  On  her 
recovery,  he  obtained  a  difpenfation  from  the  pope, 
and  a  permiflion  from  the  minifter  at  war,  and 
efpoufed  her.  The  marriage  was  unhappy :  it  cm«» 
broiled  them  with  many  of  their  friends,  and  ter- 
minated in  a  feparation  which  took  place  at  the  lady's 
own  requeft,  in  1788.  She  received  all  her  jewels, 
half  their  common  property  in  plate  and  eflFefte,  and 
an  annuity  of  five  hundred  livres,  (21  /.  ly  s.  6d.) 
with  which  fhe  retired  to  a  convent  in  Paris.  Du^ 
mouriez  imputes  their  infelicity  to  her  ill-temper  1 
while  his  Enemies  attribute  to  him  much  harfhnefs, 
cruelty,  and  infenfibility. 

Before  his  marriage  he  obtained  a  complete  re« 
verfal  of  all  the  proceedings  agaiuft  him,  Louis  XV« 
was  dead ;  and  on  the  acceSion  of  hia  graadfon^ 
Pumoufiez  wrote  to  the  new  mjoiftry,  requelHng 

'4  th« 


DUMOURIE2.  375 

that  he  might  be  recommitted  to  the  Baftille ;  that 
his  procefs  might  be  refumed,  and  legal  judges  ap- 
pointed for  his  trial.  This  the  minilters  gracioufly 
declined  ;  and,  after  a  Ihort  time,  all  the  papers  re- 
lating to  the  pretended  confpiracy  iii  which  he  had 
been  implicated,  were  withdrawn  from  the*  regifters 
of  the  Baftille.  Dumouriez  was  ordered  to  attend 
the  court  at  Compeigne,  where  M.  de  Muy,  the  new 
war  minider,  at  a  full  audience,  informed  him  that 
the  king,  concerned  for  his  long  and  unjuft  impri- 
fonment,  had  charged  ^the  miniiler  tp  indemnify 
him,  by  employing  his  talents  in  a  way  that  might 
be  ufeful.  At  a  private  meeting  he  prefented  him 
with  a  fimilar  declaration  in  writing.  Another  paper 
was  alfo  tranfmitted  to  him,  containing  an  extradl  of 
the  report  figned  by  three  miniiters,  acquitting  him 
of  every  imputation  "*. 

Soon  afterwards  the  Pruffian  manoeuvres  were  in-  »77S-6-7» 
troduced  into  France,  and  Dumouriez  received  a  f^ncJlf 
ftrong  indication  of  the  fincerity  and  benevolence  of  Louis 
his  fovereign.     Thirty  officers  were  fpleded  to  in-  ^^^' 
flruct  the  army  in  thefe  manceuvres ;  and  although 
a  thoufand  general  officers  and  twelve  hundred  co- 
lonels were  out  of  employment,  he  was  amongft  the 
thirty  nomvaated  on  the  occafion.    During  the  two  Dumou- 
fucceeding  years,  he  was  engaged  in  fchemes  which  his  ""']  *"* 
knowledge,  as  an  engineer,  rendered  him  capable  mcntt. 
of  undertaking  in  time  of  peace ;  and  in  one  lefs  ap- 
propriate to  his  former  avocations,  that  of  foliciting 
a  law-fuit  for  M.  de  Montbarey  againft  the  prince  de 
Marfan.     He  alfo  tranflated  from  the  Italian  a  work 
called  "  Vita  di  Benevenuto  Cellini fcultorefiorentino  ;'* 
and  from  the  German,  the  Lives  of  Charles  XIL 
S^enfchild^  Steiobock,  I>aker>  Meyjerf(?ldt,  and  others. 

\  It  is  worthy  of  ohfervation  that  Dnmouriex  aflifted  in  comporing 
the  funeral  eulogy  of  Loui«  XV.  ^hohad  impnibned  and  exiled  him  \ 
bow  be  rewarded  Louis  XV I  •  who  a^cd  io  generoudy  towards  hiiii» 
aQ^  loaded  hia^  wiib  fAVOAs>  will  be  feen  io  the  it^^^ 
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They  were  never  printed ;  and  the  MSS.  arc  pro- 
bably deftroyed. 

He  was  employed  in  drawing  up  a  memorial  re- 
lative to  the  formation  of  a  port  in  the  channel,  in 
which  he  demonftrated  the  fuperiority  of  Cherbourg 
to  every  other  lituation.  Before  the  war,  this  me- 
morial was  infpefted  by  the  king,  who,  ftruck  with 
the  goodnefs  of  the  plan,  wrote  in  the  margin  with 
his  own  hand,  **  Dumouriez  commandant  of  Chcr- 
•'  bourg.**  Thus  was  this  appointment  (the  third 
inftance  of  kindnefs  from  a  Sovereign  to  whom  he 
had  rendered  no  particular  fervices)  created  on  pur- 
pofe  for  him.  It  was  accompanied  with  a  houfe, 
and  a  falary  of  fix  thoufand  livres  (262/.  10  x.), 
which,  in  addition  to  his  other  appointments,  his 
penfion,  and  his  income,  produced  twenty-three 
thoufand  livres  (1606/.  5/.)  a-year,  and  a  fixed 
eftablifhment.  At  this  place  Dumouriez  paiTed  the 
enfuing  years  of  his  life  till  the  revolution.  In  this 
interval  nothing  occurred  to  merit  a  particular  de- 
tail ;  he  employed  himfelf  afliduoufly  in  the  afiairs 
of  his  poft.  When  the  king  made  his  celebrated 
journey  to  Cherbourg,  he  prefented  to  Dumouriez 
a  fnuff-box  with  his  portrait  enamelled  on  the  lid. 
During  the  refidence  of  Dumouriez  at  Cherbourg, 
the  inhabitants  increafed  from  feven  thoufand  three 
hundred  to  nineteen  thoufand. 

Hitherto  I  have  purfued  the  account  given  by  Du- 
mouriez himfelf,  without  minutely  inveftigating  his 
flatements,  or  interpofmg  conjeftures  refpefting  the 
truth  of  his  narratives,  where  I  had  no  certain  fafts 
to  fubftantiate  a  contrary  opinion.  The  vanity  and 
felf-preference  of  Dumouriez  expofe  his  narrative 
to  the  attacks  of  incredulity ;  and  were  the  various 
parts  of  it  critically  compared,  feveral  contradidory 
aiTenions  might  be  difcovered.  To  avoid  prolixity, 
I  have  not  entered  into  fuch  difcuffions,  but  have 
adopted  thofe  accounts  which  appeared  laoil  pro-. 
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bable.  The  author  of  "  Lettres  fur  la  Vie  de  Du* 
mouriez*^  in  defcanting  on  this  part  of  his  memoirs, 
ingenioufly  obferves,  that  in  all  the  fcenes  from  which 
he  aflFefts  to  derive  celebrity,  he  has  named  as  his " 
affociates  perfons  who  have  long  been  dead,  by  which 
means  he  is  fecure  agaijift  a  dired  contradiftion ; 
but  adds,  and  illuftrates  the  affertion  by  many 
inftances,  that  he  falfifies  charafters,  and  errs  in  his 
defcription  of  events,  men,  and  manners. 

But  if  thefe  points  are  not  worth  examining  unlefs 
for  the  fake  of  afcertaining  his  veracity,  his  conduct 
iince  the  revolution  is  to  be  confidercd  in  a  different 
Kght ;  as  from  th^  confpicuous  part  he  aded,  and 
the  pains  he  has  taken  tq  vindicate  his  condud,  it 
becomes  interefting  and  neceflary  to  the  hiftorian  of 
the  times  to  develope  his  real  views.  Dumouriez  la- 
bours to  perfuade  his  readers  that  he  was  ever  loyal 
to  his  fovereign,  and  defirous  of  his  welfare  j  tnat 
the  meafures  which  he  purfued,  however  they  might 
be  mifconftrued,  tended  to  that  fole  end.  Others  aliert 
that  he  was  a  defigning  intriguer,  a  Jacobin  in  the 
mod  violent  fenfe  of  the  term  * ;  a  republican  in  ex- 
ternal appearance ',  though,  in  reality,  the  devoted 
tool  of  Orleans  '.  I  fubfcribe  to  the  latter  opinion  ; 
and  as  the  fubfequent  part  of  the  narrative  will  re- 
ceive much  of  its  colour  from  that  judgment,  it  may 
be  proper  to  examine  its  foundation.  That  Dumou- 
riez was  an  intriguer,  and  profeffed  fentiments  that 
did  not  really  influence  him,  fufEciently  appears  from 
his  whole  life ;  the  mod  partial  reader  muft  confefs 
that  he  cannot,  with  all  his  addrefs,  difguife  this 
ia£t;  though  he  foftens  the  harfhnefs  of  the  avowal 
by  repeated  profeffions  that  he  only  accommodated 
himfetf  to  clrcumilances  in  the  hope  of  rendering 

'  S«c  the  HiHorirs  and  Journ^U*  Dumouries  Unmaflced,  paflia, 
Conjuratign  de  d'Orlcan*,  vol.  i.  p.  113.  vol.  iii.  p.  147.  167. 

•  Louvei^n  Narrative,  p.  ^4.     Hriflbt  a  (t%  Commcttant,  p.  S6. 

F  Dumouriez  Unmadccd,  paflim.  Pagis,  vol.  i.  p.  458.  vol.  it. 
ji»  1:1.    Corjuratioii  (it  (l*UrU4n9|  voL  i.  p.  aaj,  %%^ 
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eStCtnzl  fervicee  to  his  king  and  country.  This  ex« 
cufe  would  apply  moft  particularly  to  his  profeiHons 
of  iacobinifm  and  republicanifm ;  but  fuch  a  defence 
deirroys  his  claim  to  integrity  and  truth ;  and  thofe 
profeifions  were  made  at  a  period  when  the  caufe  to 
which  he  pretends  to  have  been  conftantly  attached 
was  not  fo  defperate  as  to  require  fuch  fmifter  fer- 
vices.  Thefe  facts  will  be  illuftrated  by  his  hiftory. 
But  the  point  on  which  I  lay  the  greateft  ftrefs  is  his 
being  an  Orleanift,  an  imputation  which  he  (Irenu- 
oufly  denies,  and  which  his  opponents  no  lefs  fted- 
failly  aifert.  I  (hall  not  here  examine  their  aflfertions ; 
but  relate  fuch  of  the  fads  as  appear  important  in 
their  due  order,  confining  myfelf  for  the  prefent  to 
a  review  of  his  defence.  In  relating  his  advemures, 
Dumouriez  frequently  enumerates  the  perfons  with 
whom  he  formed  an  acquaintance  or  cultivated  azx 
intimacy.  He  was  at  Paris  in  the  winter  of  1788, 
when  the  events  of  the  revolution  were  in  a  (late  of 
confiderable  forwardnefs.  He  was  almoft  an  inmate 
at  the  palace  of  the  duke  "* ;  and  his  moft  intimate 
friends  were  thofe  men  who  were  the  agents  and 
fupporters  of  that  infamous  prince.  He  ^equented 
a  political  fociety  where  the  Criilons  and  others, 
whofe  attachment  to  Orleans  is  well  known,  were 
leading  members.  He  wrote  pamphlets  and  in* 
flrudions  to  the  Bailliages,  and  formed  the  clofeft 
friendfhip  with  Latouche,  who,  to  ufe  the  expreflion 
of  Dumouriez,  was  unfortunate  enough  to  be  chancellor 
to  the  duke  of  Orleans.  On  his  return  to  Cherbourg 
he  was  fo  explicit  in  his  fentiments  that  his  attach* 
ment  was  notorious ;  and  the  duchefs  de  Beuvron 
fpoke  to  him  of  \a^  friends j  naming  at  the  fame  time 
xht  forty  f even  noj:)les  who  firfl:  defer  ted  th^ix  order^ 
and  (everal  other  perfons  in  the  duke's  intereft. 
When  Dumouriez  quitted  the  army,  he  wrote  to 
the  convention  chat  be  was  totally  ignorant  of  the 

*  Pumottriex  Uainaiked,  p«  19. 
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9xijhnce  of  an  OrledtC s  faSion^  and  that  be  never  bad 
any  connexion  with  that  prime  *.  It  will  not  be  cafy 
to  believe  that  he  had  no  connexion  with  Orleans^ 
when  it  is  recolledied  that  a  dofe  connexion  fub- 
lifted  between  him  and  Latouche,  the  chanGellor, 
Valence  the  brother  J',  and  the  dukes  of  Chartres  and 
Montpenfier,  fons  of  the  man  he  affeded  to  difclaim^ 
But  his  pretended  ignorance  of  the  confpiracy  is 
confuted  by  his  own  declarations.  Writing  of  the 
year  1789,  he  fays :  "  Mirabeau,  who  bad  acquired 
*'  the  confidence  of  the  duke  of  Orleans ,  and  by  bis  means 
**  of  the  populace  of  Paris^  was  about  to  become  the 
**  head  of  a  formidable  party  *.*' 

When  the  Orleans  fedlion  was  preparing  its  grand  Auguft 
exertions;  when  the  corr  uption  oft  he  arfny  was  under*  Conduatt 
taken,  and  conducted  with  the  utmoft  eagernefs  and  the  revoiu* 
addrefs ;  Dumouriez  became  an  adherent  of  that  ^^"^ 
vorthlefs  prince.    Madame  Sillery  made  a  jomney  to 
Cherbourg,  accompanied  by  her  pupils,  the  duke's 
children.    Dumouriez  affefted  in  public  the  greateft 
difregard  of  the  vifitors,  but  in  private  be  was  afli<'> 
duous  in  his  attentions  and  civilities.     In  the  winter 
he  went  to  Paris,  to  concert  fchemes  favorable  to  the 
confpiracy  \     He  was  anxious  for  the  affembling  of 
the  ftates  general,  and  might  have  been  a  deputy  him^ 
ielf)  had  he  defired  it*     He  wrote  a  pamphlet  on  the 
contefted  fubjeft  of  voting  by  orders  or  by  poll.    Of 
this  he  gives  no  extrad ;  but  his  principles,  hoW'- 
ever,  are  fufficiently  denoted  by  his  declaration,  that 
during  the  whole  year  i7^9>  the  condud  of  the 
third  eftate  was  prudent j  noble j  and  moderate  !    Thi$ 
irom  a  pretended  roplifl ! 

On  his  return  to  Normandy,  he.  was  fo  open  in  Retnrft 
his  expreffions,  as  to  excite  confiderable  jealoufy  and  l^^j^*'* 
fufpicioa.    He  forefaw  the  approaching  afcendancy 

^  See  his  Letter,  dated  Frankforti  aoth  April  1793. 
7  General  Valence  was  a  nafurai  foa  of  the  dulce*&  father, 
^  Life  of  Dumouriea,  vol.  ii.  p.  15. 
a<  JQUtlDutiacx  XJodiaflbod^  p.  ift. 
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of  the  populace,  and  therefore  ufed  every  means  to 
ingratiate  himfelf  with  them,  and  become  their  idol. 
He  augmented,  if  he  did  not  excite,  the  prevailing 
diflike  againfl  the^  d'Harcourts,  by  whom  he  had 
been  much  favored  and  protefted,  and  encouraged 
the  military  in  their  refolution  to  difobey  orders. 
During  the  period  of  agitation  and  fufpenfe  which 
immediately  preceded  the  14th  of  July,  he  afted 
with  myfterious  duplicity.  He  difcouraged  the  true 
adherents  of  the  king  from  uttering  any  e3q>reflion 
which  indicated  a  hope  of  fuccefs,  and  yet  commu- 
nicated a  well-framed  plan  for  the  blockade  of  Paris, 
and  the  fecurity  of  the  monarch.  After  the  taking 
of  the  Baftille,  he  became  more  decided  in  his  <:on- 
duft,  promoted  the  views  of  the  infurgents  at  Caen 
and  throughout  the  province  of  Nof mandy,  and  re- 
commended the  civil  and  military  commanders  not 
to  oppofe  the  formation  of  a  national  militia.  Cher- 
bourg was  the  fcene  of  frequent  commotions,  which 
dated  their  commencement  from  the  period  of  his 
return,  and  which  he  generally  fucceeded  in  difpcl-i 
ling  with  fucH  facility  as  increafed  the  fufpicion  that 
N0V.1789.  he  had  fomented  them.  He  accepted  the  fituation 
Paris  ^^  ^^  commandant -general  of  the  national  guard  ;  but 
the  jealoufy  of  the  nobles  increafing,  and  the  affcm- 
bly  having  fufpended  the  payment  of  all  appoint- 
ments, he  refigned  his  command,  and  returned  to 
Paris. 
Hit  em.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  was  introduced  to  the 
pioyments.  jj^^^^^jjjg  by  Crillon,  and  formed  an  acquaintance 

with  Barrere.     He  drew  up  fome  political  eflays  on 

the  emancipation  of  negroes,  in  oppofition  to  Mira- 

beau,  and  on  the  property  of  the  clergy,  which  he 

appears  to  have  diiculled  in  a  prefumptuous  and  fu* 

I790.     perficial  manner.     His  friend  Laporte  being  made 

the  k-i!  ^^  neward  of  the  king's  houfehold,  Dumouriez  tranf- 

*"^ '  mitted  through  Rim  a  note  to  the  king,  advifmg  him 

to  repair  to  the  affembly  without  previous  notice, 

and  take  a  voluntary  oath  to  maintain  the  conftitu* 

tion« 
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tipn.  Dumourlez  pretends  that  this  letter  induced 
the  king  to  take  that  ftep  in  February  1790.  The 
advice  was  either  treacherous  or  abfurd.  To  advife 
the  king,  for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring  popularity,  to 
.  take  the  oath,  was  delivering  him  up  bound  into  the 
hands  of  the  national  affembly.  The  conditutiou 
was  not  yet  formed.  If  it  ihould  prove  a  good 
conflitution,  the  king  might  fwear  to  maintain 
when  his  judgment  approved  it ;  but  if  weak,  con- 
tradidlory,  and  impra^icable,  the  unfortunate  mo- 
narch would  be  reduced  to  a  dreadful  (ituation,  by 
fwearing  to  fupport  fuch  a  conftitution  even  before 
it  was  promulgated.  It  is  fingular  that  Dumouriez 
ihould  avow  himfelf  the  author  of  this  meafure,  be- 
cauCe  it  was  the  foundation  of  thofe  ridiculous 
charges  of  perjury,  with  which  the  king  was  after- 
wards afTailed. 

To  advife  was  the  rage  of  Dumouriez ;  it  feems  to  the 

to  have  influenced  his  whole  life.     He  next  advifed  ^"•*"* 

the  queen  to  permit  the  Dauphin  to  inrol  himfelf 

.  amongft  a  battalion  of  boys  belonging  to  the  Rue  de 

Montmartre^  in  which  Dumouriez  lodged ;  and  af- 

iigned  as  a  reafon,  that  it  would  gain  popularity 

amongft  the  good  laives  of  the  neighbourhood.     The 

queen  refufed  the  proffer  with  honeft  indignation. 

She  recolleded  with  gratitude  the  fervices  and  deaths 

-of  the  faithful  gardes  du  corpSy    and  exprefied  an 

invincible  repugnance  to  fee  her  fon  dreffed  in  the 

uniform  of  their  affaffms.     Dumouriez  blames  her 

for  not  temporifing,  and  juftifies  his  advice  by  a  re- 

currencei  to  fubfequent  events.     Such  advifers  and 

fuch  reafoners  deferve  nothing  but  difdain. 

During  the  refidence  of  Dumouriez  at  Paris,  the  HUcir- 
dub  of  Feuillans  was  formed  in  oppofition  to  the  ^"™" 
Jacobins,  but  though  invited  by  his  friend  Crillon, 
he  would  not  join  this  fociety.  He  was  at  this  time 
much  diftreffed  in  his  finances,  and  obliged  to  fell 
his  plate  for  an  immediate  fupply.  He  found  a  far^i* 
ther  refource  in  the  fortune  pf  a  female  friend  with 

whom 
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nthom  be 'lived;  be  neverthelefs  contracted  msttf 
debts.  His  refignacion  of  the  command  of  the  na* 
tional  guard,  and  his  pecuniary  embarraflments,  may 
^pesit  to  refute  the  opinion,  that  he  was  devoted  to 
tne  dukedf  Orleans  ;  but  at  this  period  Orleans  was 
4n  England,  and  Dumouriez,  deftitute  of  fortune, 
'Snd  eager  for  promotion,  was  ready  to  fell  his  fer- 
-  vices  to  the  firft  purchafer. 

Goes  to  He  wa»  ccHifuked  by  the  colonial  committee,  and 
*"*"•  ofibred  the  command  of  fix  thoufand  men  intended 
to  r^ftore  tranquillity  in  the  colonies,  but  declined 
the  fervice.  Dumouriez  had  now  rendered  himfelf 
ferviceable  to  la  Fayette,  and  acquired  his  confidence. 
-By  him  he  was  employed  to  examine  into  the  ftate 
m  the  Belgic  infurreftion,  and  to  endeavour  to  ren- 
der it  favorable  to  the  interefts  of  the  French,  by  oc- 
cupying the  attention  and  efforts  of  the  emperor,  and 
preventing  his  interference  in  their  affairs.  He  went 
into  Belgium  accompanied  by  two  members  of  the 
.  Belgic  congrefs,  and  in  charafter  of  a  perfony?rrrt- 
ly  acknowledged  by  the  ruling  power  in  France.  He 
found,  however,  the  fituation  of  affairs  fuch  as  to 
fruftrate  the  hope  of  fulfilling  the  objed  of  his  mif- 
ilon.  He  wrote  two  memorials,  in  which  he  is  faid 
to  have  recommended  an  infidious  and  treacherous 
accommodation  ^,  and  returned  to  his  own  country 
after  an  abfence  only  of  feventeen  days. 

Retornt  to  He  remained  fome  time  longer  in  Paris,  without 
"**•  employment,  endeavouring  to  recommend  himfelf  to 
thofe  who  might  be  inftrumental  in  his  advancement^ 
particulariy  la  Fayette  and  Laporte,  and  was  fo  cau- 
tious not  to  offend  the  ruling  powers,  that  he  dif^ 
continued  his  vifits  to  the  Jacobin  club,  and  his 
Jiame  iwas  erafed  from  the  books  of  the  fociety.  He 
drew  up  a  plan  for  the  organization  of  a  national 
guard,  which  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
.  aflembly,  but  not  adopted  ;  and  it  was  propofed  to 

entruft 
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entruft  him  with  an  hnportant  commiffion  to  Lyons, 
Turin,  and  Switzerland  ;  but,pawly  through  the  jea- 
loufy  of  Montmorin,  and  partly  through  the  impru- 
dence of  the  committee  of  public  farety,  who  cfi- 
vulged  the  intended  appointment,  fo  that  it  was 
inferted  in  Briffot's  journal,  the  king  refufed  to  ra- 
tify  It. 

Orleans  was  now  returned,  but  Dumouriez  -did     1791. 
not  immediately  rejoin  his  ilandard.     He  had  been  ^"  *"' 
courted  by  feveral  parties,  particularly  by  Mirabeau.  wifhMoa- 
'  He  was  inclined  to  promote  his  plan  of  a  counter-  *>«au. 
revolution,   and  had  written  to  the  king  in  fudh 
terms  as  to  obviate  all  objeAions  to  an  appointment 
which  might  be  propofed  for  him.     His  part  was  al- 
ready fixed,  when  the  unexpefted  death  of  Mirabeau 
put  an  end  to  the  projeft.     When  Dumouriez  after 
this  event  waited  on  Montmorin,  and  mentioned  the 
intended  arrangement,  the  minifler,  alarmed  at  the 
death  of  Mirabeau,   and  perhaps   apprehenfive   of 
treachery,  difclaimed  all  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft. 
Dumouriez  left  him  in  anger,  and  was  again  with- 
out employ,  and  deftitute  of  hope. 

Soon  afterwards  a  promotion  took  place,  and  Returns  t* 
Dumouriez  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  major-  {*!*  J^^^ 
general  of  the  twelfth  divifion  *".  It  is  probable  that 
from  the  death  of  Mirabeau  he  had  been  endea- 
vouring to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  Orleans,  but 
would  not  declare  himfelf  too  openly  for  fear  of 
fruftrating  his  intended  promotion.  As  foon,  hpw- 
ever,  as  he  had  attained  this  defired  objefl,  he 
haftened  to  the  Jacobin  club,  and  was  gradoufly 
received.  He  now  threw  off  the  mafk  of  loyalty, 
and  publicly  oppofed  the  king.  Montmorin  had 
publifhed,  in  the  king's  name^  a  declaration  againfl 
the  tyranny  of  the  Jacobins ;  Dumouriez  produced 
and  read  in  their  hall  a  counter^declaration,  under 

c  The  French  army  war  compofed  of  twenty-two  divifions  ;  Du* 
moutxtM  was  only  feoeral  of  a  diTilionj  not  general  in  tbe^army. 

the 
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the  name  of  "  A  Diplomatic  Memorial,"  which  was 
cnthufiaftically  applauded.  The  rage  of  advifmg 
had  not  left  him ;  and  on  a  propopd  being  made  at 
the  Jacobins  to  cafliier  all  the  officers  in  the  army, 
and  permit  the  foldiers  to  eleft  new  ones,  he  drew 
up  "  A  Military  Memorial,"  and  read  it  to  the  club; 
but  they  treated  it  with  little  refpeft,  ai)d  the  ma- 
jority difavowcd  the  fentiments  it  contained. 
loth  June.  Alter  fome  delays,  Dumouriez  repaired  to  Nantz, 
Arrives  at  and  owing  to  the  advanced  age  of  one  major-general, 
^*""'  and  the  abfence  of  the  other,  the  fole  command  of 
the  twelfth  divifion,  which  extended  over  five  de- 
partments, devolved  on  him.  Immediately  on  his 
arrival,  he  went  to  the  Jacobin  club,  which  he  cha- 
rafterifes  by  the  terms  numerous  and  infernal.  His 
attention  met  with  the  moft  flattering  return,  for  he 
was  prefented  with  a  civic  crown,  even^  as  he  mo- 
deftly  expreffes  himfelf,  before  he  had  deferved  it, 
A  decree  of  the  affembly  permitted  the  foldiers  to 
vifit  thefe  focietiesj  Dumouriez  prevailed  on  the 
officers  to  go  there  alfo.  He  highly  praifes  himfelf 
for  this  meafure,  which  feems  only  calculated  to 
fruftrate  every  attempt  to  oppofe  the  afcendancy  of 
the  party  to  which  he  was  attached. 
BehaYioor  The  epoch  of  his  arrival  was  remarkable  ;  it  pre- 
k?n**»t  ceded,  by  two  days  only,  the  unfortunate  flight  of 
Higbt.  Louis  XVI.  When  the  couriers  arrived  at  Nantz 
with  the  news,  all  the  public  bodies  affembled  at 
the  Mint ;  Dumouriez  was  fummoned,  and  repaired 
thither.  He  reached  the  place  with  fome  difficult)', 
owing  to  the  crowd.  "  General,'*  faid  the  prefi- 
dent,  "  the  king  of  France  is  gone  ;  he  has  fled." 
•'  If  he  be  gone,"  anfwered  Dumouriez,  '*  the  na- 
"  tion  ftill  remains.  Let  us  deliberate  on  what  is 
^'  proper  to  be  done.**  Some  perlbns  propofed  to 
put  all  the  officers  under  arreft.  This  was  prevent- 
ed by  the  general,  who  guaranteed  their  fidelity  with 
this  extraordinary  obfervation  :  '*  I  will  take  charge 
*^  q£  them  myfelf ;  and  in  the  fpace  of  two  hours 

«  you 
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^*  you  fliall  either  be  affured  of  their  fidelity  to  their 
•*  country,  or  I  fliall  difencumber  you  of  them  with- 
**  out  violence.  Leave  this  to  me."  Thus  by  one 
bold  .exertion  he  acquired  defpotic  power  over  all  the 
officers,  and  left  them  abjedly  at  his  mercy,  and 
without  refource. 

Dumouriez  prefented  to  his  officers  this  altema-  Propofet 
tive ;  either  to  take  ,an  oath  which  he  would  pre-  *°  •■*••• 
fcribe,  or  to  leave  the  place  with  paffports  which  he 
would  provide  for  thetn.  The  officers  could  have 
no .  confidence  in  fuch  paffports,  and  therefore  in 
three  hours  aifembied  and  took  the  required  oath* 
He  does  not  fpecify  what  this  oath  was,  but  there 
was  no  mention  whatever  of  the  king  **. 

He  next  difpatched  letters  to  Barrere,  and  ano**  His  letters 
ther  member  of  the  affembly,  informing  them,  "  that  ^  *{|?  •^* 
•'  without  waiting  for  further  orders,  he  was  about         '* 
to  aifemble  as  many  troops  as.  poffible,  with  a  de- 
fign  to  march  to  the  fuccour  of  the  conftituent 
affembly ;  for  it  was  there  only  he  could  now 
look  for  that  country  which  Louis  had  abandoned, 
after  having  within  the  laft  fortnight  again  renew- 
^^  ed  his  oaths,  and  that,  too,  without  being  afked 
"  to  do  fo."    .This  was  the  mod  encouraging  letter 
which  the  aflembly  had  received  firom  any  general 
officer,  and  excited  proportionate  raptures  and  ap« 
plaufe. 

Dumouriez,  in  the  mean  time,  wrote  to  the  com-  violenc* 
xnandants  of  the  different  detachments  under  his  or-  ^p'^ftt^ 
ders,  recommending  to  them  the  oaths  he  had  taken    ^"** 
and  enforced,  and  added,  ^^  That  on  one  fide  was  to 
**  be  found   true  honor,    patriotifm,    and    virtue, 
**  while,  on  the  other^  nothing  was  to  be  hoped  for 
*'  but  opprobrium,  cowardice,  and  perjury."     He 
went,  the  fame  day,  to  the  Jacobin  club,  where  he 
threw  down  his  crofs  of  St.  Louis,  exclaiming,  that 

'  Dumouriez  Unmafked,  p.  33.    The  general  himfelf  barely  fayt 
it  was  oath  of  obedience  10  the  nation  and  the  law* 
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he  vrould  not  wear  the  favors  of  a  tyrant  and  def* 
pot«  A  perfon  of  the  name  of  Benoiton,  preiident 
of  the  department  of  Nantz,  picked  it  up,  and  re* 
ilored  it  to  him  in  the  nann  of  his  country^  after 
having  difgraced  the  military  ornament  with  the 
three-colored  riband,  or,  in  other  words,  with  the 
livery  of  the  duke  of  Orleans '. 

But  thefe  fteps  were  only  preparatory  to  the  grand 
part  which  Dumouriez  had  projedled.  He  refolved 
to  go  to  Paris,  and,  for  that  purpole,  had  coUeded 
eight  thoufand  troops,  who  were  prepared  to  march 
the  next  dav ;  but  this  defign  was  prevented  by  the 
capture  of  the  king.  He  did  not  flay  at  Nantz  long 
after  this. 

From  Nantz  he  went  to  Rochelle,  andfrom 
thence  to  Fontenay-le-Comte,  the  capital  of  la  Ven- 
dee, where  the  violence  of  the  democrats  had  al- 
ready fown  the  feeds  of  that  dreadful  civil  war 
which  afterwards  broke  out.  He  employed  himfeif, 
according  to  his  own  account,  in  conciliatory  mea* 
fures,  and  drew  a  memorial,  with  a  fketch  or  a  de- 
cree  on  the  fubjefl.  During  his  flay  at  Rochelle, 
he  took  fome  unwarrantable  liberties  with  the  mili- 
tary cheft,  and  embroiled  himfelf  with  the  minifter 
of  juftice.  Involved  in  debt,  and  out  of  &vor  both 
with  the  Jacobins  and  ariftocrats,  he  found  it  necef- 
fary  foon  to  retreat  to  Niort,  the  capital  des  deux 
Sevres^  another  department  under  his  command. 
It  is  neceflary,  however,  to  mention,  that  during 
his  continuance  in  la  Vendee  he  formed  an  intimacy 
with  Genfonne,  which  had  a  great  influence  on  his 
fucceeding  adventures. 

In  the  winter  he  fixed  his  abode  at  Niort,  where 
he  was  regiftered  a  citizen,  and  was,  during  a  month, 
prefident  of  the  Jacobin  club.     He    was    again 

<  Dumouries  Unmaikcd,  p.  jj*  3£«  A%  Dumouriea  has  whollf 
omitted  to  mention  this  tranfa^ion  of  the  military  crofs^  and  ftill  cod- 
tioues  to  wear  it,  I  have  related  the  fiift  ha  the  ?ery  worda  of  injr  au« 
thor  M^  de  Viette. 

feized 
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fazed  iwith  the  rage  of  advifing,  and  he  took  an 
extraordinary  meafure  for  a  Jacobin  prefident,  the 
motives  for  which  I  fhall  relate  in  his  own  words. 
**  He  was  perfuaded  that  the  terrible  fault  committed 
•*  by  Louis,  after  having  twice  perjured  him/elf^  would 
**  ferve  as  a  leffon  to  him ;  that  his  heart  would  be 
melted  with  the  generofity  of  the  French ,  who  had 
refiored  to  him  a  crown,  which  he  had  forfeited 
♦*  by  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  that  -very  conftitution 
**  which  he  himfelf  had  fworn  to  obey ;  he  that  would 
•*  look  upon  this  event  as  a  fpecies  of  happinefs, 
•*  which  would,  at  length,  unite  the  minds  of  all 
*^  men,  and  caufe,  firft  confidence  and  good  faith^ 
**  and  afterwards  love  and  order,  to  fucceed  to  the 
intrigues,  the  confpiracies,  the  hatred,  and  the 
difcord  which  had  reigned  until  then  ^'*  He  ac- 
cordingly tranfmitted  to  the  king,  through  his  friend 
Laporte,  a  long  memorial  relative  to  his  future  con- 
dud.  This  memorial  was  divided  into  eight  parts, 
and  affeded  to  guide  the  king  in  politics,  benevo- 
lence, religion,  and  private  life.  But  the  imperti- 
nence of  advice  did  not  end  there  ;  the  indefatigable 
monitor  announced  eight  other  memorials,  and  de^ 
manded,  if  the  king  fhould  be  pleafed  with  his  la- 
bors, leave  of  abfence,  that  he  might  return  and 
finifli  the  whole  at  Paris.  ^^  He  confidered  this  as 
**  a  touchftone  of  the  king's  real  intentions ;  if  he 
•*  were  recalled,  he  fhould  then  be  fure  that  his  me- 
^*  morial  had  made  a  profound  impreiTion,  and  that 
^  Louis  was,  in  reality,  determined  to  fupport  himfelf 
*•  by  means  of  the  conftitution :  on  the  contrary,  if 
^^  a  continuation  of  his  counfels  was  not  demanded, 
*^  he  fliould  then  be  inclined  to  doubt  all  his  former 
•*  hopes,  and  predift  nothing  henceforth  but  misfor- 
•*  tunes.**    The  king  received  this  memorial,  as  he 

'  't\i\%  ptnighiph  it  froAi  the  pen  of  tht fit^diftnt  royalllt  Dumouriet. 
I  do  not  think  that  mort  lalfitin^  mifreprerentations^  and  malignant 
ppnrerfiont  are  to  be  forniH  in  fo  foiali  a  conqpAfs,  in  any  V»f  the  mani- 
mbott  of  tbt  r^iei4ef» 

Q  Q  2  did 
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did  thofe  of  Rouyer,  and  many  others  equally  im- 
pertinent ;  he  made  marginal  notes,  and  put  it  in 
his  iron  dofet. 
Jan.  X794.  A  war  was  now  generally  expeded,  and  Dumou^ 
i^utenint-  "^^  became  a  lieutenant-general,  by  feiiiority,  from 
goncral.  the  prevalence  of  emigration.  This  promotion  de- 
tached him  from  the  divifion,  and  he  was  at  liberty 
to  have  returned  to  Paris,  but  remained  at  Niort  for 
Sent  for  to  fear  of  his  creditors.  While  he  was  in  this  fituation, 
?*"■•  ^^  jg  Leflart,  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  being  in- 
formed of  his  intimacy  with  Genfonne,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  diplomatic  committee,  and  one  of 
the  minifter's  moil  inveterate  perfecutors,  imagined 
that  the  general  might  be  of  fervice  to  him.  Du- 
mouriez  had  folicited  an  employment  in  the  diplo- 
matic tine,  when  de  Leflart  requefted  his  prefence, 
and  fent  fix  thoufand  livres  (262/.  10  s.)  to  pay  bis 
debts  in  Poitou.  On  his  arrival  in  Paris,  Dumou- 
riez  readily  undertook  to  fecure  the  afliftance  of 
Genfonne  and  all  his  co-adjutors,  and  a&uatly  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  pledge  himfelf  to  this  effe&  to  the 
minifter.  He  had  the  addrefs  to  induce  de  Leflart 
to  pay  his  remaining  debts,  which  amounted  to  a 
coniiderable  fum  ;  he  then  coincided  with  the  views 
of  thofe  who  fuggefted  that  it  would  be  eaiier  to  fup- 
plant  than  fupport  the  minifter,  and  left  him  to  hk 
fate\  . 

When 

t  Bertrand*s  Memoirs,  vol.  li.  p.  117  to  xso.  M.  de  Leflart 
came  into  adminiftration  after  the  retreat  of  Necker.  At  lirft  he  was 
comptroller  general  of  finances,  afterwards  minifter  for  foreign  aflairs, 
during  the  fitting  of  the  legiflatire  aiTembly.  The  minifter  at  the  court 
of  Vienna,  M.  de  Noailles,  tranfmitted  his  difpatches  to  de  Leflart, 
who  regularly  communicated  them  to  Hriflbt,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
the  diplomatic  committee.  Briflbt  having  obtained,  amoogft  other 
papers,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  prince  Kaunitz,  in  which  the  Ja- 
cobins were  treated  with  difrefpe^l,  and  the  king  defcribcd  at  a 
prifoner,  he  procured  a  decree  of  accufation  againft  de  Leflart.  The 
reafons  afligned  for  thit  meafure  were,  that  be  had  omitted  to  gire 
notice  to  the  aflembly  of  the  combination  formed  bv  foreign  powers 
againfl  the  liberty  of  France  |  that  he  had* not  prefli^d  tke  nBeafares 
which  were  proper  for  the  fafctjr  and  defence  of  the  natioDf  that  ka 
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When  Briffot  procured  the  decree  of  accufation  March, 
againft  de  Leffart,  Dumouriez  had  folicited,  and,  as  ^'^^'^^S 
he  pretends,  obtained  from  M.  de  Narbonne  a  pro-  affain?'** 
mife  of  the  command  of  the  fouthern  army  ;  but  I 
confider  this  a  mere  pretence,  as  there  is  no  room 
to  doubt  the  truth  of  M.  Bertrand's  ftatement,  that 
the  appointment  of  minifter  of  foreign  affairs  was 
cxprefsly  defignated  for  him,  in  order  to  aid  the 
views  of  the  Jacobins,  who  were  determined  for 
war.  On  the  arreft  of  de  Leffart,  the  king,  know- 
ing the  futility  of  the  charges  againft  him,  and  fup- 
pofing  that  his  confinement  would  be  temporary^ 
fent  an  offer  to  Dumouriez  of  his  poft  ad  interim. 
This  he  refufed,  adding,  that  he  preferred  the  com- 
mand which  had  been  promifed.  The  offer  was  re- 
peated throtigh  the  medium  of  Cahier  de  Gerville, 
and  again  declined  :  at  length  the  appointment  was 
tendered  Jtne  interim^  and  Dumouriez  declares  that 
he  complied  out  of  pure  obedience. 

When  he  came  into  adminiftration,  the  cabinet  Forma- 
confifted  only  of  three  perfons ;  one  of  whom,  ^^^iftry 
Cahier  de  Gerville,  had  declared  his  determination 
to  refign.  The  firft  objeft,  therefore,  was  to  name 
a  new  miniftry.  Dumouriez,  in  a  private  audience, 
prepared  the  king  to  exped  a  Jacobin  cabinet,  and 
one  of  that  defcription  was  foon  appointed.  Du- 
mouriez  recommended  Lacofte  for  the  marine  de- 
partment; Duranton  minifter  of  juftice,  Claviere 
minifter  of  contributions,  and  Roland  minifter  of 
the  home  department,  were  recommended  by  their 
refpe£l}ve  friends  in  the  Jacobin  faftion. 

The  day  after  his  appointment,  Dumouriez  paid  ^oes  to 
homage  to  the  Jacobins,  by  repairing  to  their  hall  ^^^}^^^' 
and  putting  on  the  red  cap^  that  fignal  of  anti-roy- 

bad  given  to  prince  Kaunitz  information  on  the  iituation  of  the 
kingdom^  calculated  to  imprefs  iintrue.ideat ;  that  he  had  mtanly  futd  fw 
ff9€t\  and  bad  rcfufcd  to  obey  the  decrees  of  the  aflernbiy.  .le  was 
conveyed  undkr  a  ftrong  guard  to  Orleans,  and  roalTacred  by  a  hired 
mob  at  VcrfaiJIeSy  together  with  the  reft  of  the  prifoners. 
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alifm  and  rd>^lIioH.  He  zSt&s  to  attribfute  this  t« 
miftake,  but  if  there  was  any  miflake,  it  confided 
in  difplaying  his  principles  too  openly,  and  render* 
ing  diflimulation  more  difficult. 
?  ft^**"'h  ^^  ^^^  entrance  into  adminiftration,  he  feems  to 
king.  '  ^  have  fet  himfelf  abfolutely  above  the  king,  to  have 
undervalued  his  judgment,  thwarted  bis  views,  and 
exerted  himfelf  in  narrowing  his  influence.  I  (hall 
kleO.  from  his  own  Memoirs  a  few  inftances  in  which 
he  difplayed  this  difpofltion.  Petion,  the  perfqnal 
opponent  of  the  king,  applied  for  an  allowance  of 
thirty  thoufand  livres  (1312  /.  10  j.)  per  month,  un- 
der pretence  of  expending  it  on  the  police.  The 
king  reprefented  that  Petion  was  his  enemy,  and 
would  fpend  the  money  in  circulating  libels  againft 
him.  Dumouriez  treated  this  well-founded  object 
tion  as  a  prejudice ;  he  infifted  that  the  money 
jhould  be  granted,  and  that  if  an  ill  ufe  was  mad^ 
of  it  in  one  month,  it  ibould  be  then  withheldf 
The  king  Was  obliged  to  comply  with  this  infidious 
^  propofal,  and  the  ufe  made  of  the  money  by  Petion 
venified  the  king's  predi£Uon.  Dumouriez  made  no 
more  payments,  but  the  evil  was  already  done :  Pe» 
tion's  libels  were  become  palatable,  and  Reland 
found  it  his  intereft  to  have  new  ones  daily  printed 
under  his  own  roof.  But  while  the  powers  of  the 
Jacobin  fadUon  were  thus  increaiing ;  while  the  fums 
at  the  difpofal  of  the  minifters  for  fecret  fervices 
were  applied  for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring. new  ad** 
herents  to  their  caufe,  Pumouriez  applied  ail  his 
efforts  to  reduce  the  king's  pow^  of  retaining  a& 
fedion  or  rewarding  fidelity.  With  thofe  who  wt& 
to  regulate  tl^e  adions  of  a  government  by  abftra^ 
principles  ;  who  judge  of  right  and  wrong  between 
the  rulers  and  the  ruled,  by  an  inflexible  fyftem, 
without  making  allowance  for  the  wants,  the 
pride,  and  the  weaknefles  of  men,  the  following 
a£bs  of  Dumouriez,  wl^ich  I  hefitate  not  to  cenfure, 
will  be  coniidered  as  mentorious  and  patriotic.    He 

made 
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made  a  general  reform  of  the  penfions  in  his  de** 
partment,  and  divided  them  into  three  clafTes,  the 
third  of  which  he  defcribes  thus  :  "  The  penfions 
**  granted  by  mere  favor,  or  without  any  claim  on 
the  fcore  of  diplomatic  fervices,  or  engagements 
with  France ;  for  example,  M.  Dogny,  formerly 
intendant-reneral  of  the  poft-office,  a  man  with  an 
**  income  or  more  than  two  hundred  thoufand  livres 
"  (8750  /.),  had  a  penfion  of  thirty  thoufand  livres 
**(i5i2/.  10/.)  a-year  out  of  the  fecret  fervice 
"  money.  He  inftantly,  and  without  fcruple,  can- 
^*  celled  all  thefe  imjuji  penfion^,  and  with  a  fingle 
"  ftroke  of  his  pen  gained  between  fix  and  feven 
^^  hundred  thoufand  livres  (between  26,000  /.  and 
**  30,000/.)  for  his  departm^t.  He  had  couragt 
**  enough  to  reji/i  the  king*s  repugnance  on  ihh  occajion^ 
^^  and,  when  the  bufinefs  was  once  finifhed,  his  ma- 
^*jefty  was  extremely  well  pleafed  with  it/*  It 
would  have  been  more  candid  to  have  faid,  that  the 
king,  ever  patient  of  infults,  fubmitted  with  a  good 
grace  to  the  new  privation,  which,  as  it  aflfefted 
others,  he  felt  more  fenfibly.  The  cafe  of  M.  Dogny, 
fuppofmg  it  to  be  true,  is  very  artfully  put ;  but  in 
this  inftance,  as  in  that  of  the  red  book,  no  mention 
is  made  of  many  perfons  who  had  no  other  recom*- 
pence  for  efTential,  and  perhaps  hazardous  fervices, 
and  no  other  means  of  fubfiftence.  Amongft  other 
methods  of  increafing  the  king's  adherents,  which 
the  exertions  of  his  adverfaries  rendered  neceffary, 
Montmorin  and  de  Leflfart  had  prevailed  on  him  to 
noniinate  fucceflbrs  to  all  the  miniflers  in  foreign 
courts :  Dumouriez  fupprefled  thefe  double  nomlna* 
dons ;  he  ftates  the  produce  of  his  reforms  at  a  mil* 
lion  (43,750  /.) ;  but  the  injury  they  did  to  the  royal 
caufe  is  incalculable,  nor  can  the  aflertions  of  pre- 
tended patriotiim  and  philofophy  give  a  ialfe  colour 
to  his  motives. 

He  extended  his  reforms  and  economy  to  various  His  con. 
other  branches  of  his  department }  and  reduced  his  ^^^^ 
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own  appointments  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou* 
fand  (6^62  /•)  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
livres  (5687/.  10  s.).  But  before  he  made  this  re- 
dudion,  he  obtained  from  the  aflembly  a  decree 
allowing  fix  millions  (262,500  /.)  for  fecret  fervice 
money,  which  was  not  to  be  accounted  for.  This 
allowance  had  been  applied  for  by  former  miniflers, 
but  conftantly  refufed.  His  confidential  agent  in 
office  was  Bonne  Carrere,  whom  he  nominated  di- 
reftor-general.  This  man  was  a  gambler  by  pro- 
feflion,  and  a  perfon  of  great  intrigue  among  the 
women.  Dumouriez  did  not  efteem  him  the  lefs 
for  thefe  qualities,  and  perfifted  in  retaining  him, 
notwithftanding  the  remonftrances  of  his  colleagues 
and  the  reproaches  of  the  public, 
ftoth  Apr.  The  firft  efFeftive  operation  of  Dumouriez's  mi- 
g^^  *'  niflry  was  the  denunciation  of  war  againfl  the  em- 
peror. The  great  fault  imputed  to  preceding  mi- 
niflers  had  been  the  avoiding  of  this  meafure,  which 
the  Jacobins  wifhed  to  precipitate  as  the  fole  means 
of  confolidating  and  increafmg  their  power.  The 
eagernefs  of  Dilmouriez  was  better  fuited  to  their 
views  ^ :  he  prefTed  the  king  to  fend  another  am- 
baffadot  inilead  of  M.  de  Noailles,  and  to  write  to 
the  emperor  in  fuch  a  (lyle  as  would  compel  a  de- 
claration. Before  the  delivery  of  this  letter,  a  cou- 
rier arrived  from  M.  de  Noailles,  with  a  letter  which 
Dumouriez  communicated  to  the  afTembly,  and  ob- 
tained a  repeal  of  the  decree  of  accufation  which  had 
been  pafled  againft  M.  de  Noailles.  He  then  drew 
up  a  report  to^he  afTembly,  in  confequence  of  which, 
after  a  long  difcuflion,  war  was  unanimoufly  de- 
creed. 
Differencet  Before  this  period,  there  had  been  fome  difftntions 
in  the  ca-  between  the  members  of  adminiflration.  They  had, 
at  firft,  agreed  very  well  j  but  Roland  and  Claviere 
ibon  began  to  entertain  jealoufies  of  Dumouriez, 

%  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  %,    Moorc*i  View,  &c« 
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who  attached  to  himfelf  Lacofte  and  Degraves. 
This  difpute  appears  to  have  originated  from  madame 
Roland^s  pradice  of  giving  cabinet  dinners,  to  which 
•the  Girondift  members  of  the  aiTembly  were  invited, 
and  by  this  means  obtained  imdue  information  of 
the  intended  meafures  of  government.  Dumouriez 
remonftrated  againft  this  glaring  impropriety ;  but 
the  uxorious  Roland  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to 
difcontinue  it ;  and  Dumouriez  and  his  friends  de- 
fifled  from  bringing  their  papers  to  thefe  meetings. 
This  is  his  reprefentation  of  the  matter  :  on  the  other 
fide  it  is  averred,  that  the  immorality  and  profligacy 
of  Bonne  Carrere  gave  offence  to  the  virtuous  Ro- 
land ;  and  that  at  one  of  thefe  dinners  he,  in  pre- 
fence  of  Briffot  and  Genfonnd,  fo  warmly  f emon- 
ftrated  with  him  on  the  fubjed,  as  to  induce  him  to 
abftain  irom  meeting  with  the  deputies,  or  bringing 
his  papers  to  the  cabinet  dinners*.  The  fcale  of 
probability  inclines  to  Dumouriez's  account ;  for  it 
is  very  unlikely  that  perfonal  character  was  much 
confidered  by  thefe  perfons ;  and  if  that  was  the 
motive  of  difagreement,  it  could  not  have  extended 
to  Lacofte,  Degraves,  and  Duranthon.  The  breach, 
however,  grew  wider ;  madame  Roland  took  every 
opportunity  to  urge  the  impoflibility  of  the  king's 
being  fincere  in  his  love  for  the  conftitution ;  and  tx^ 
impel  her  hufband  to  a&  in  a  manner  difrefpedful 
to  the  fovereign  and  difagreeable  to  his  rivals  ^. 

This  mode  of  conduct  being  followed  by  Olaviere,  Diftrefsof 
vhile  Dumouriez  and  his  affociates  preferved  a  fhew  «he  king 
of  refpeft,  naturally  produced  gratitude  and  con-  ***  ^"«^* 
fidence  from  the  king  to  thofe  whom,  by  comparifon, 
he  confidered  his  friends.     Dumouriez  had  two  pri- 
vate interviews  with  the  queen,  of  which  he  has 
given  an  account.     At  the  firft,   the  unfortunate 
princefs  gave  way  to  thofe  emotions  which  her 
fituation  excited,  and  exprefled  anger  and  antipathy 

*  Appeal,  kc»  vol.  ii.  p.  15.  •  ^  Ibid*  toI.  i.  p.  67. 
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againft  her  oppreflbrs.  At  the  feirond  flie  made  thofe 
heart-piercing  complaints  which  feelingly  defcribed 
her  miferable  fituation  ^  Had  Dumouriez  poiTeffed) 
I  will  not  fay  the  fentinients  of  a  French  gentleman^ 
but  merely  the  common  principles  of  humanity,  he 
would  have  exerted  all  his  addrefs,  rifked  all  his 
credit,  or  hazarded  his  life,  if  neceffary,  to  alleviate 
her  fufferings.  He  contented  himfelf,  however, 
with  exhibiting  conftemation  and  uttering  fighs, 
confining  hisr  confolations  to  advice  which  he  knew 
to  be  impracticable,  a  cordial  Union  with  the  national 
aifembly. 

The  ilrength  of  the  king's  opponents  in  the  ca^ 
binet  was  augmented  by  the  refignation  of  Degraves, 
who  was  fucceeded  by  Servan,  an  intimate  friend  of 
Brifibt.  This  new  ally  increafed  their  audacity,  and 
they  determined  no  longer  to  keep  any  meafures* 
Madame  Roland  had  fuggefted  the  necemty  of  turn- 
ing out  Dumouriez  to  prefervc  the  power  them* 
felves  "  J  and  Dumouriez  thought  to  fhelter  himfelf 
by  means  of  the  king.  The  attack  was  commenced 
at  one  of  the  cabinet  dinners,  where  Guadet  pro* 
duced  a  draft  of  a  long,  harih,  and  infolent  letter, 
to  be  written  by  the  fix  minifters  to  the  king,  for 
the  purpofe  of  compelling  him  to  difmifs  his  non* 
juring  confefTor,  and  take  one  who  had  fubmitted  to 
take  the  civic  oath.  The  oppofition  made  by  Dumou- 
riez and  Lacofte  to  this  tyrannical  propofai  en- 
raged Guadet;  but  it  was  at  length  withdrawn, 
though  not  without  a  threat  that  it  fh6uld  be  fpeedily 
renewed. 

Foiled  in  this  attempt,  and  feeing  the  impoiSbility 

acttropu.  1  ^  uniting  the  cabinet,  the  Rolandifts  determined  to 

declare  open  war.     They  commenced  the  attack  in 

their  news-papers,  by  decrying  Dumouriez  and  La- 

cofte  as  enemies  to  the  conftitution,  who  encou- 


Further 


1  See  Memoirs  of  the  King,  &c. 

^  Appcalj  &c.  foU  i.  p*  73.  vol«  ii.  p.  i6. 
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raged  the  king  to  refift  it  in  the  moil  important 
articles.     They  wifhed  to  force  the  worthlefs  Sillery 
on  the  king  as  governor  to  his  children  ^  and  to  fend 
a  horde  of  Jacobins  as  commiflioners  to  St.  Domingo ; 
but  were  defeated  in  both  their  attempts.     They 
made  a  perfonal  attack  on  Dumouriez  refpeding  the 
fix  millions  (262,500/.)  allowed  for  fecret  fervicc 
money,    by   attempting   to  take  advantage  of  an 
omiflion  in  the  drawing  up  of  the  decree ;  but  Du- 
mouriez made  them  abandon  the  project  and  amend 
the  decree.     From  thefe  fuccefles  it  is  probable  that 
he  entertained  hopes   of  fecuring  to   himfelf  the 
fituation  of  prime  minifler ;  of  eftabliihing  the  royal 
authority  to  a  certain  degree  under  his  own  aufpices, 
and  obtaining  a  more  certain  and  more  exalted 
fituation  than  could  be  expected  from  the  party  to 
which  he  had  hitherto  been  attached.     But  in  trying 
the  experiment  he  would  incur  no  riik :  he  urged 
the  king  to  an  exertion  of  his  power  ;  and  when  he 
found  the  ill  effeds  of  it,   treacherouily  deferted 
him. 

The  council  was  now  irreparably  divided.  The  Change 
Rolandifts  took  every  opportunity  to  infult  the  king  ^j^j™'] 
and  torture  his  feelings  ;  while  Dumouriez,  Lacofte, 
and  Duranthon  parried  their  attacks.  Roland  pub- 
lifhed  in  his  paper,  called  the  Thermometer^  an  ac- 
count of  thefe  meetings,  and  put  the  word  poffible 
con(lru£tion  on  the  condud  of  the  king  and  his 
friends.  Servan,  without  confulting  the  king  or  the 
council^  obtained  from  the  aflembly  the  infamous 
decree  for  a  camp  of  twenty  thoufand  men.  When 
it  had  been  fan&ioned  and  delivered  to  the  king, 
Dumouriez  violently  reprobated  it,  and  advifed  the 
king  to  oppofe  his  veto*  He  obferved,  st  fimilar  con* 
du€t  with  refpeft  to  the  decree  for  tranfporting  or 
imprifoning  the  non-juring  priefts  ;  a  meafure  which 
militated  fo  much  againfl  the  king's  confcience,  that 
he  declared  he  would  never  confent.    At  length 
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Roland  rendered  it  impoffible  to  preferve  any  longer 
moderation,    by  reading   in  council  his  audacious 
libel,  written  as  a  letter  to  the  king.     The  patience 
of  the  unhappy  monarch  was  worn  out  by  thefe  re- 
peated attacks  ;  he  determined  to  difmifs  the  three 
republican  minifters ;  Dumouriez  promifed  to  fup- 
port  him  both  in  that  and  in  refufing  his  fan£tion  to 
the  two  obnoxibus  decrees,  and  nominated  the  new 
miniftry  himfelf. 
Domoiu         As  no  perfon  could  immediately  be  found  to  fill 
"luiiiUr      ^^^  ^^^  department,  Dumouriez  accepted  it  himfelf, 
and  held  it  together  with  that  of  foreign  affairs  till 
Naillac,  who  was  to  be  his  fucceffor  in  the  latter, 
fhould   return  from   Deux  Fonts,  where  he  was 
minifter. 
14th  June.       In  confequence  of  his  new  appointment,  Dumou- 
Attend*      j.;e2  was  obliged  to  attend  the  affembly.     He  was 
biy.  already  apprifed  of  the  endeavours  making  by  the 

difmiffed  minifters  to  incenfe  the  people  againft  the 
king  and  all  his  adherents,  and  refolved  to  facrifice 
his  fovereign  to  his  own  fafety  and  popularity.  He 
reached  the  aflembly  at  the  moment  when  the  read- 
ing of  Roland  *s  letter  was  finiflied,  arid  when  the 
printing,  and  tranfmiffion  of  it  to  the  departments 
had  juft  been  decreed.  He  faw  the  tribunes  filled 
with  fans-culottes^  prepared  to  receive  him  with 
fcreams  and  hootings,  and  the  Girondifts  anticipat- 
ing his  difgrace  and  their  own  triumph^  He  was 
not  difmayedj  for  he  well  knew  the  charaAer  of  his 
adverfaries ;  ftrong  in  projefting  fecret  frauds,  weak 
when  refolutely  oppofed,  and  dragged  into  the  light ; 
cruel  and  violent  in  their  character  of  perfecutors, 
but  timid  and  abjeft  when  attacked.  After  an- 
nouncing the  death  of  Gouvion,  who  had  been  kill- 
ed in  an  aftion  near  Maubcuge,  he  proceeded  to 
read  a  memorial  relative  to  the  war  department, 
which  he  was  not  permitted  to  finifli  without  many 
interruptions.    Being  ordered  to  fign  his  memorial. 
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he  did  fo,  and  inflead  of  delivering  it  to  the  door- 
keeper, went  and  placed  it  with  a  haughty  air  on 
the  table,  traverfed  the  whole  length  of  the  hall  with 
a  flow  pace,  and  went  out  by  the  principal  door, 
fiercely  furveying  his  enemies.  This  conduct 
(ilenced  the  tribunes  ;  their  curiofity  was  excited, 
and  they  precipitated  themfelves  fronx  the  galleries  and 
corridors  of  the  hall  to  have  a  nearer  view  of  him. 
A  violent  debate  enfued,  accounts  of  which  were 
occa(ionally  brought  to  him  as  he  walked  in  the  gar- 
den of  the  Tuilleries  j  but  he  treated  the  efforts  of 
his  adverfaries  with  contempt,  efpecially  after  they 
had  decreed  the  printing  of  his  memorial,  which  he 
knew  would  reftore  him  to  the  favor  of  the  party 
who  were  gaining  the  afcendency ". 

Dumouriez  now  found  it  iieceflary  to  effeft  a  Tmchtry 
fpeedy  and  cordial  recondliadon  with  the  Orleans  ^®  *• 
faction.     He  forefaw  that  the  king  could  not  obtain    '"^^ 
the  advantage  in  the  conteft,  and  refolved  to  make 
a  merit  of  betraying  him.     He  accordingly  intimat- 
ed to  him  the  intentions  of  his  adverfaries,  and  the 
views  of  the  formidable  mob,  which  was  already 
beginning  to  colled:  in  the  fuburbs,  and  declared, 
without  circumlocution,  that  he  mud  refign,  unlefs 
the  decree  were  fan£tioned.     The  king,  confcious  of 
his  own  re6litude,  anfwered,  ^^  Do  not  think.  Sir, 
**  that  I  am  to  be  terrified  by  menaces ;  my  refoiu- 
**  tion  is  fixed.**     But  though  the  unhappy  fovereign 
difplayed  this  refolution  before  a  man  of  whofe  con- 
fummate  treachery  he  was  now  well  convinced,  he. 
wrote  to  his  friend,  M.  Bertrand,  in  terms  which 
indicated  anguiOi  and  indignation.     '^  Only  con- 
*^  ceive,**   he  fays,  "  the  flrange  inconfiftency  of 
^^  this  man ;  after  having  perfuaded  me  to  difmifs 
•*  thofe  three  minifters,  becaufe  they  infifted  on  my 

fan&ioning  the  decrees,   he  now  abandons  me 


c< 


B  Tbe  courage  of  Dumouriex  on  this  occafioo  it  attefted  by  Dr. 
Moort.  VieWy  ?ol.  ii.  p.  484. 
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^  for  perfifting  in  the  meafure  vfhkh  he  hunfelf 
^«  urged  V\ 

Dumouriez  continued  in  the  of&ce  of  minifter  at 
war  but  four  days,  during  which  he  pretends  that 
he  performed  an  aftoniihing  quantity  of  bufinefs,  fo 
much  that  a  critic  on  his  work  (hews,  with  great 
ability,  that  it  was  phyfically  impoflible  ■"•  But  he 
look  care  to  give  in  his  reflgnation,  and  make  his 
peace  with  the  predominant  ^flion  before  the  grand 
explofion  burft  forth.  He  announced  his  refignation 
to  the  aflembiy  on  the  1 9th  of  June,  in  a  hypocri* 
deal  letter,  wherein  he  faid,  that  he  envied  the  fate 
cf  the  virtuous  Gouvion,  and  fhould  think  himfelf 
moft  happy  if  a  cannon-ball  fliould  unite  all  opinions 
refpe£ting  him.  The  aiTembly  decreed,  that  he 
liught  repair  to  his  pod  in  the  army  of  the  north  % 
where,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  duke  of 
Orleans  was  on  a  vlfit,  the  purport  of  which  ^^as 
obvious. 

The  ex-minifter  remained  in  Paris  fon:^  days  after 
his  refignation.  In  that  interval,  la  Fayette  prefent- 
ed  himfelf  at  the  bar  of  the  affembly,  with  com- 
plaints a^ainfl  the  Jacobin  club  and  the  Jacobin  ad- 
miniflration.  That  party,  wifhing  to  fet  up  another 
military  leader  in  oppofition  to  him,  defired  Dumou- 
riez to  repair  to  the  club,  and  promifed  to  bring  the 
contefl  to  an  immediate  iffue ;  but  he  did  not  accede 
10th  June,  to  the  propofa}.  During  the  irruption  into  the 
king's  palace,  he  (hut  himfelf  up  at  home ;  he  al* 
ledges  as  a  reafon,  that  he  could  not  be  of  any  fer- 
vice.  Had  he  really  felt  the  contempt  of  death 
which  he  affeded  in  his  letter  to  the  afTembly,  he 
might  then  have  difplayed  it  to  great  advantage: 

•  BertrancI**  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  •%^*  8ec  alfo  from  p.  %6C  to  iS7» 
for  a  full  account  of  the  tranfaftion.  Dumooriei  relates  it  with  s* 
Tery  different  colourj  but  yet,  even  in  hit  own  account,  bis  condoffc 
appears  far  from  candid  {  however,  without  entering  into  perfooti 
difcuflions  refpefting  vieracity,  I  think  the  gicateft  credit  due  to  M. 
Bertrand,  on  the  ground  of  difintereftednefs* 

r  Lettres  far  Dnmoarics,  p.  19.  «  JovrwlSf  &c»  . 
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lud  he  l>eeii  animated  by  that  loyalty  and  attach* 
'  ment  to  the  king  which  he  has  fince  pretended,  he 
irould  at  leaft  have  made  fome  effort  in  his  favor, 
either  in  the  palace  or  in  the  city.  But  it  is  unne« 
ceflary  to  purfuc  the  fubjed: ;  whoever  fhall  write 
the  panegyric  of  the  mnifier  Montmorin,  of  the 
general  Whittinghoff,  or  of  smy  perfon,  male  or  fe- 
male, who  on  that  execrable  day  furrounded  their 
degraded  fovereigns,  need  be  at  no  pains  to  ftigma-* 
tize  the  hypocrite  Dumouriez ;  the  contrail  is  m  it- 
felf  fufEcient. 

At  length,  having  pafled  his  accounts,  he  left  Paris  ^^^  J"^f« 
to  join  the  army  at  Valenciennes  under  marfhal  Luck-  army/*'* 
ner.     The  army  was,  at  this*  period,  divided :  the 
majority  of  the  generals  preferved  the  relics  of  mili- 
tary honor,  and  were  defirous  to  co-operate  with  la 
Fayette  in  his  meafures,  fo  tardily  adopted,  for  pre- 
ferving  the  royal  family.     The  interefts  of  Orleans 
were  fupported  by  Valence  and  Biron,  who  were 
extremely  anxious  for  the  affiftance  of  Dumouriez. 
On  his  arrival  at  Valenciennes  he  was  treated  with  Treated 
the  mod  marked  negleft  by  all  but  thofe  two.     The  ^"^  ^^*- 
command,  which  was  his  due  in  point  of  feniority,  '"^^ 
was  withheld ;  his  arrival  was  not  noticed  in  the  or- 
der of  the  day ;  neither  the  counterfign  nor  military 
regulations  were  communicated  to  him ;  and  he  was 
not  attended  by  any  guard  of  honor :  in  fhort,  he 
remained,  during  feveral  days,  at  Valenciennes,  as  a 
private  individual.     He  was  treated  in  a  fcoffing, 
contemptuous  manna*  by  the  ftaff  oflicers,  and  with 
great  bluntnefs  by  the  marfhal  himfelf.    Orleans  had 
made  his  appearance  at  Valenciennes,  but  his  in- 
fluence was  infuificient  to  balance  that  of  la  Fayette, 
and  during  his  ftay  he  faw  nobody  but  Biron. 

toL  Fayette  was  now  expelled  daily,  and  Dumou-  Arrivtl  «f 
riez,  who  had  probably  received  information  from  J*F*ycttt, 
Paris  of  the  increafmg  ftrength  of  the  fadion  to  . 
which   he  was  devoted,   evinced  a  refolution  to 
emerge  from  his  obfcurity.     He  obtruded  himfelf 

refolutely 
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refolutely  on  Luckner,  gave  advice,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  repugnance  to  receive  it,  and  perfuaded  him 
that  he  was  in  an  error  in  yielding  to  the  intrigues  of 
la  Fayette,  and  the  influence  of  Charles  Lameth  and 
JMsithieu  Montmorenci.  But  all  thefe  reafonings 
were  nullified  by  the  arrival  of  la  Fayette,  to 
whom  Luckner  paid  the  mod  implicit  refped.  All 
the  general  officers  received  him  at  the  head  of  their 
refpe^ive  divifions,  except  Biron,  who  pretended 
not  to  have  been  informed  of  the  regulation,  and 
Dumouriez,  who  had  no  poft  afligned  him. 

After  another  remonftrance,  Luckner,  to  get  rid 
of  Dumouriez,  appointed  him  to  command  the 
camp  at  Maulde,  a  fituadon  inferior  to  what  his 
rank  and  feniority  entitled  him  to  exped,  but  which 
he  accepted  with  chearfulnefs.  Here  he  employed 
himfelf  in  perfecting  difcipline,  and  gaining  the 
efteem  of  the  foldiers.  He  ufed  every  means  to  ex- 
cite enthufiafm,  and  concentre  efteem.  One  of  his 
moft  extraordinary  expedients  was  the  choice  of  two 
female  aides-de-camp^  named  Femig%  While  he 
was  thus  occupied,  the  plan  was  formed  that  Luck- 
ner and  la  Fayette  fhould  change  the  armies  under 
their  command,  and  Luckner  fummoned  Dumou* 
riez  to  Valenciennes  to  confult  him  on  the  occafion. 
intenriew  On  his  arrival,  he  was  greatly  furprifed  to  meet  with 
Fayette.  ^  Fayette,  who  received  him  with  cool  dignity. 
After  difcuffing  the  intended  operation,  Dumouriez 


'  Thefe  two  young  ladies  were  daugHih-ii  of  a  reeifter,  who  had 
foiinerly  been  a  quarter  mailer  of  Huflars,  and  reiided  at  Montagnes 
the  eldeft  was  twenty-two,  the  youngeft  fevcnteen  years  of  agej  tM»th 
were  fmall,  delicate,  well  educated,  and  inodeft*  Dumouriea  en* 
coiiraged  their  ardour,  made  them  march  with  all  the  detachments, 
and  frequently  publifhed  an  account  of  their  conduA,  which  intereftcd 
the  public  in  a  very  great  degree,  and  pleafed  the  convention  fo  much 
that  they  gave  them  a  houfe.  They  accompanied  the  geoeral  from 
Maulde  into  Champaigne,  and  afterwards  into  the  Low  Countries) 
they  were  prefent  at  the  arrefiation  of  the  commiflionert,  and  accom- 
panied him  in  his  flight,  in  confequence  of  which  they  were  outlawed. 
Their  heroifm  is  extraordinary,  the  more  fo  as  it  was  not  attende4 
with  any  coarienefs  of  demeanor^  and  their  chaftity  U  ttnimpeached. 

iaid 
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laid  to  hhn^  ^^  Tou  are  doubtlefs  forry,  as  well  as 
*^  myfislf,  that  I  ihould  be,  for  a  few  days»  under 
^  your  command ;  I  however  promife,  in  the  pre^ 
"  fence  of  the  marfhal,  to  ferve  you  faithfully,  pro- 
•*vided  you  labor  for  the  good  of  your  country. 
•*  But  you  may  eafily  imagine  I  cannot  forget  your  • 
^  condiid,  and  I  fwear  to  you  that  we  fhall  deter* 
^  mine  our  quarrel  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war.** 
This  menace  gave  rife  to  the  report  of  a  duel  be* 
tween  the  two  generals,  which  was  circulated  at 
P^s. 

Dumouriez  now  received  pofitive  orders  for  his  Difobe- 
conduft,  but  in  the  abfence  of  la  Fayette  and  J'„^*J*^ 
Luckner,  and  after  the  arrival  of  Dillon,  he  afTumed  riec. 
a  power  of  difobeying  or  extending  them  according 
to  his  own  judgment.  In  fad,  nothing  elfe  could 
be  expe&ed  from  the  conditional  promife  he  had 
made  to  la  Fayette,  and  from  the  infubordination 
'  inculcated  by  the  Jacobin  fiaidion.  This  produced 
a  complaint  from  Luckner  to  the  king.  La  Fayette 
lent  orders  to  Dillon  to  arref):  Dumouriez,  and  fend 
him  to  Metz,  which,  however,  Dillon  was  afraid  to 
execute,  and  therefore  never^revealed  them  till  after 
la  Fayette's  defection.  La  Fayette  had  previoufly 
applied  for  a  decree,  authoriling  this  meafure,  but  it 
was  fruftrated  by  the  reprefentations  of  Dumouriez, 
who  maintained  a  conftant  correfpondence  with  the 
nauonal  aflembly. 

Meanwhile  the  war  was  carried  on  merely  on  de-  loth  Aoy. 
fenfivc  principles,  in  fpite  of  the  remonilrances  of  ^JJ*"* 
Dumouriez,  who  was  anxious  to  attempt  the  con*  mouri^. 
queft  of  the  Low  Countries.    Difappointed  in  thia 
aim,  he  waited  for  a  more  favorable  opportunity ; 
and  continued  to  increafe  the  ildU  and  difcipline  of 
his  ibldiers,  and  to  augment  their  perfonal  attach* 
ment  to  himfelf.     While  he  was  thus  occupied,  the 
cataftrophe  of  the  i  oth  of  Auguft  took  place.     Ar- 
thur Dfllon,  with  a  firanknefs  and  promptitude  whid^ 
do  him  the  greateil  honour,  had  addreiTed  a  ibort 
VOL.  ju  J)x>  and 
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and  energetic  procbmadon  to  his  army,  recoimnend- 
ing  to  than  a  renewal  of  the  oadk  t(^  fapport  the 
conftitution,  and  remain  faitbAiI  bo  the  oadon,  the 
law,  and  the  king.  He  tranfioutted  orders  to  Du- 
nuMuiez  to  take  the  lame  meafures  with  the  iddicrr 
.  under  his  command;  but  Dumouriez  was  in* 
fluenced  by  confideradons  widely  different.  He 
was  better  apprized  of  the  real  ftate  of  afiairs  in 
Paris ;  and  had  learned  froin  his  fadion  there,  not  t$ 
occupy  his  aftentUm  about  the  perfon  rf  Ae  kixgj  vboj 
all  augu/i  as  he  wasy  was  no  more  than  afecondavf  ofr- 
je£l  \  Independent  of  his  real  predfledbn  for  the 
Orleans  party,  he  perceived  that^  fay  obeying  DiQan, 
he  muft  have  afted  in  a  capacity  fulibrcfinate  to  both 
him  aind  la  Fayette*  He  accordingly  dx&egardod  the 
orders,  and  adtniiqilered  the  oara  to  mam^in  li- 
berty slnd  equality'.  He  already  antidpaijed  his 
tariumph  over  Dillon,  and  congratalated  himfelf  oa 
his  approaching  confequence  in  a  letter  to  Gen- 
fonne,  where  he  lays  ;  ^^  Dition  has  undone  himfeif 
by  aa  avowal  of  his  attachment  to  the  royal 
caufe*  I  have  formally  diibbeyed  him  ;  I  hope  I 
ihall  at  length  have  it  in  my  power  to  render 
great  fervice  to  the  foveneignty  and  liberty  of  the 
"  French  nation  ^** 
Com-  But  thefe  expedations  were  not  immediately  fill* 

mander  in  filled.  La  Fayette  had  completed  his  career  by 
flight,  after  having  imprifoned  the  comfoiiffioiieiY 
charged  to  anrefl:  turn.  The  commiffioners  fent  to 
the  other  divifions  of  the  army  had  received  DiUor's 
apologies,  and  reftored  him  to  his  rank.  Dumou- 
riez  thought  this  decifion  injurious  to  hhnfelf,  and 

r  DamourietU  4wn  words.  L^e,  vol,  tii.  ^  59.  Hit  whok 
rcafoning  oo  this  eveiit,  \t  abfurd  and  fallacious*  in  proportion  to  the 
tmcb«ry  of  hit  orif^nal  conchi6l,  and  the  bypocrify  of  hit  fublequnt 
Aatemenu. 

•  Peltier*!  late  Pi^^ret  yoU  iiw  p.  165.    Jinpaitial  Hiftoffy  wl.ii* 

p.  ISO9  &c* 

f  Peliier*t  late  Pidure,  val.  ii.  p«  1 7a. 
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prevailed  cm  Cotithon,  ttho  was  theft  at  ^. 
Amand,  to  reprtfent  the  Cafe  to  the  cdmmiffianer^. 
Meanwhile  the  friends  of  Dumouriez  in  Paris,  had  M^  A>f. 
procured  th6  complete  gtatification  of  his  wiihes  by 
fiominating  him  commander  in  chief  of  the  tl^ 
armies.  His  firft  ftep  was  to  make  fome  promotiotis 
which  he  deemed  neceflar^  for  the  good  of  the  fef- 
vice,  and  to  liberate  the  commiffioners  whom  la 
Fayette  had  arrefted; 

On  taking  the  command  of  la  Payette's  army^  Suteof 
Domouriez  found  it  in  a  moft  alarming  ftate.  A  *  *""^* 
gcaietal  conftemation  prevailed.  The  foldiers  coii- 
fidered  all  their  officers  as  traitors,  and  negle6led  all 
difeipline  and  fubordination.  The  troops,  efpecially 
the  cavalry,  were  attached  to  their  former  generaJ, 
and  prejudiced  againft  their  new  commander.  He 
was  execrated  as  the  author  of  a  war  which  pr^- 
tnifed  neither  honour  or  advantage,  and  which  was 
no  lefs  unpopular  in  the  camp  tfaaii  in  the  cduntry. 
He  was  unknown  to  the  officers  with  whom  he  was 
to  co-operate,  sind  the  foldiers  he  was  to  command. 
The  news  of  the  khig  of  Prnffia's-  invafion  fpread 
terror  and  difmay.  Verdun  was  befieged ;  and  aii 
army  of  only  twenty-three  thoufand  diforganized 
troops  was  all  the  force  oppofed  to  upwards  of 
eighty  thoufand  well-difcipliiled  men,  condufted  by  , 
a  powerful  monarch  and  celebrated  generals. 

Under  thefe  inaufpicious  circumftances,  Dumou-  CoiD' 
riez  commenced  a  campaign,  which,  from  its  fuc-  >««"€«- 
eels,  may  be  reckoned  among  the  moft  glorious  of  |||«  cam. 
thofe  which  adorn  the  page  of  hiftory.     It  is  not  pa'»gn» 
within  the  compafs  of   this  work  to  defcribe  the 
manoeuvres  of  the  war,  nor  (hall  I  attempt  to 
elucidate  the  motives  which  direfled  the  condufl:  of 
the  allies.     Much  has  been  written,  and  many  con^ 
tradrftory    narratives    confidently    circulated,    but 
nothing   diminifhes  the  military  reputation  of  the 
general.    .  Whether  ^ny '  part  of  his   fuccefs  was 
owing  to  dexterous  negotiation  or  deceitful  promifes, 
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.  cannot  be  exadly  afcertained,  but  the  cdndu£l  of 

his  opponents  is  in  many  refpeds  inexplicable. 

tttb  Aof •      His  firft  ftep  was  to  affemble  a  council  of  war^ 

•fw!'     in  which  Dillon,  who  now  ferved  under  Dumouriez, 

recommended  a  plan  which  had  for  its  principal  ob« 

Jed  the  defence  of  Paris.     Dumouriez  did  not  ez« 

prefs  his  fentiments  on  the  fubjed,  but  in  private 

determined  otherwife ;  he  communicated  his  projeds 

to  colonel,  afterwards  general,  Thouvenot,  and  they 

jointly  refolved  to  defend  the  foreft  of  Argonne,  as 

the  Thermopylae  of  France.      Part  of  his  hopes 

were  founded  on  the  obftrudion  which  the  Pruflians 

Surrender  ^cTt  likely  to  encounter  at  Verdun;   that  place, 

of  Verdun,  however,  furrendered  without  any  defence,  notwith- 

ftanding ,  a  reinforcement  which  he  had  diftrefied 

himfelf  tofei^d,  and  in  fpite  of  the  remonflrances  and 

. deijperal;e  heroifm.of  B^urepaire ". 

Cbpofition      When  Dumouriez  had  aflumed  the  poiition  on 

of  the        which  all  his  expeSations  depended^  he  had  ftill  in- 

^       *    conceivable  difficulties  to  furmount.      The  other 

.  generals  ppenly  difapproved  his  plan  ;  they  cenfured 

all  his  meafuresi  and  as  each  of  them  had  his  litde 

a 

* 

"  Beaurepaire  was  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Mayenve  and  LQire* 
and  commander  of  the  garrifon  of  Verdun.  The  town  was  not 
llrong,  but  well  vi£tna]led  j  the  garrilbn  conliAedof  two  battaliefli 
only.  Th^  maslftrates  and  cttizena  propofed  to  capitulate;  be  repaired 
to  the  town-halfy  a^^d  remonftrated  againft  the  intention*.  Hit  argu- 
ments, ho%vever,  failed  of  effeA;  treafon  or  terror  pleaded  more  power- 
fully on  the  other  fide,  and  the  furrender  was  refolved  on.  Enraged 
at  this,  Beaurepaire  drew  a  piftol  and  (hot  himfelf  in  full  council. 
His  foldiers,  animated  by  this  aA  of  beroifm,  would  not  fuffer  him  to 
lie  buried  in  a  city  which  was  foon  to  be  in  the  poflcflion  of  an  enemy, 
but  conveyed  him  to  St.  Menehould.  The  national  afl*emb|v*  decned 
that  his  remains  (hould  be  moved  from  St.  Menehould  to  Paris,  and 
interred  in  the  Pantheon  ;  that  an  infcription  fliould  be  placed  on  his 
nonnmenty  denoting  that  he  preferred  death  to  a  capitulation  with 
tyrants  ;  and  that  his  pay  ihould  be  continued  to  his  widow  and  fea 
during  their  lives.  The  regiment  of  which  he  hsd  been  colonst 
alfumed  his  name»  and  when  the  Pruffians  evacuated  Verdun,  the 
commune  of  Paris  refolved  that  the  name  of  that  city  ihould  be 
changed  to  Beaurepaire.  This  aft  of  fuicide  was  beneficial  to  the  pub- 
lic* by  exciting  heroic  fentiments  and  relblute  fidelity ;  the  Freoch 
were  fi>  fenftbic  of  this,  that  foon  after  the  event,  the  Death  or 
BEAVRfirA^RE  formed  the  fubjcft  of  a  dramatic  fpedacle  at  Paris. 
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t^bal,  his  junto  of  friends  in  the  metropolis^  tQ 
them  they  made  conftant  appeals.     The  foldiers 
were  aftuated  by  the  fame  fpirit ;  though  difcipline 
vas  in  fome  meafure  enforced,  yet  they  complained 
loudly  of  their  fuiFerings,  and  their  impatience  fre- 
quently broke  out  in  remonftrances  againft  his  con* 
duft  in    confining  them   to  the  dreary  wilds   of 
Champagne  potdlleufe.     In  this  ftate  he  continued^ 
enforcing  his  orders  in  defiance  of  oppofition,  and 
gaining  the  hearts  of  his  men  by  franknefs  and  affa- 
bility, till  the  rainy  feafon  commenced,  when,  the 
iituation  of  the  invaders  became  truly  deplorable. 
Their  fupplies  were  intercepted  by  the  garrifons  of 
Sedan,  Montmedy,  Thionville,  and  Metz ;  ficknefs 
and  famine  made  the  moft  difmal  ravages.     It  was 
the  intereft  of  the    invaders    to  have    attempted 
iinilhing  the  campaign  by  one  decifive  engagement ; 
this  Dumouriez  knew,    and,  notwithftanding   the 
ardour  of  fome  troops  who  were  willing  to  rifk  every 
thing,  he  refolved  to  preferve  his  flrength,  and  gain 
conquefl   by  delay.     Jie  therefore  determined  to  i^tbs«pt. 
fhift  his   pofition,  and  retreat  from  Grandpre  to  ^^m** 
St.  Menehould,  which  he  effected  in  the  night,  with  Grandpr^. 
great  privacy,  in  good  order,  and  without  accident, 
except  an  alarm  ariiing  from  the  miftake  of  general 
Chazot,  ten  thoufand  of  whofe  troops  fled  before 
fifteen  hundred  Pruffians,  with  fuch  precipitation 
and  fuch  increafing  panic,  that,  but  for  the  good 
conduft  of  Duval,  Stengel,  and  Miranda,  the  whole 
army   might  have  been  annihilated.      Dumouriez 
afterwards  fent  fifty  of  the  deferters  to  Paris,  dif- 
armed  and  pinioned. 

Some  of  the  fugitives  fpread  the  alarm  with  which  State  of 
they  were  infefted  even  to  Paris.  In  that  perturbed  **' 
city,  terror,  fufpicion,  jealoufy,  and  fiiry  prevailed. 
The  mofl  difcordant  opinions  were  broached  re- 
fpecling  the  principles  and  views  of  Dumouriez. 
He  was  with  equal  confidence  accufed  of  cowardice 
i^ud  temerity,  indecifion  and  obftinacy;  treachery 
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was  not  omitted ;  and  it  was  even  afierted  that  he 
was  gone  over  to  the  invading  army,  but  the  affem- 
bly  prevented  this  rumour  from  gaining  ground,  by 
tmprifoning  the  reporter  "^^    Ths  Rolandifts  in  ad- 
jninidradon  prefled  him  to  fall  back  for  the  defence 
of  Paris,  and  medidated  a  flight  acrofs  the  Imtj 
removing  with  them  the  king  and  the  affembly. 
Dumounez,  however,  refufed  obedience  to  thar 
commands,  engaging  his  own  refponfibility  on  the 
event,  and  their  projected  flight  was  oppoied  aiul 
prevented  by   Danton''#      The  general's   anfwers 
were  always  couched  in  the  mod  pofitive  terms  of 
difobedience,  and  fometimes  of  contempt  for  the 
miniftry,    who  were  too  timid,  ilUinformed,  and 
irrefolute  to  enforce  fubmiflion  or  claim  refped. 
Abolition       Meanwhile  the  national  convention  had  aflembled 
•f  royalty.  ^^^  pronounced  the  abolition  of  royalty.     On  this 
fubje£t  Dumouriez  -cloaks  his  principles  under  the 
femblance  of  patriotifra.     He  fays,   "  the  general 
*'  was  afflifted  at  the  extreme  precipitation  rf  fucb  a 
**  meafure^  but  he  had  the  enemy  in  fight,  and  what- 
**  ever  might  be  his  own  private  opinion,  it  did  not 
**  belong  to  him,  in  fo  critical  a  pofition,  to  di/pute 
*^  with  his  nation  the  right  of  annihilating  a  conftiiU' 
**  tion  which  it  had  given  itfelfy  and  of  changing  the 
*'  nature  of  its  government/*     The  abfurdity  and 
hypocrify  of  this  pofition  are  grofs  and  flagrant.    It 
fecms  to  infer  that  the  right  of  the  nation  to  an- 
nihilate the  conftitution   arofe   from   their  having 
created   it ;    an  infinuation   equally  falfe  and  ridi- 
culous, tending  to  create  endlefs  uncertainty  in  go- 
vernment, and  juftify  the  violation  of  oaths  and  com- 
pads.     The  pretence  that  it  did  not  belong  to  him 
to  difpute,  comes  with  an  ill   grace  from  a  man 
whofe  whole  conduft  was  a  feries  of  refraftorinefs 
and   difobedience,  and  who  boafts  that  he  main- 
tained the  pofition  of  his  army  by  difputing  the  com- 

'  Moore*!  JouriMl^  vol.  j.  p«  s^it  '  Sec  Dahton. 
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mauds  of  the  fun^Honsiriet  of  that'tety  mrion  to 
vhkh  he  pretends  fuch  high  refpeft.  He  further 
pretends  that  a  fear  of  the  iDvading  army  and  of  the 
emigrants  ought  to  have  reftramed  him  trom  making 
any  effort  on  behalf  of  the  king ;  but  he  knew  that, 
at  tliat  period,  he  could  have  obtained  from  the 
king  of  Pruffia  and  from  the  emigrants,  any  condi- 
tions he  chofe ,  and  have  redored  peace  and  royalty 
by  a  fafe  and  honourable  negodation. 

Soon  after  the  abolition  of  royalty,  commiflioners  Confer, 
from  the  convention  arrived  in  the  army,  and  it  is  cdoncT* 
worthy  of  obfervation  that  Sillery,  a  man  entirely  de-  Maiiftcia^ 
voted  to  Orleans,  was  one  of  them ;  Carra  and 
PrieuT  were  the  other  two.  Several  Ikirmiflies  had 
taken  place,  which  tended  to  convince  the  invaders 
that  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  it  would  be 
impoflible  to  attain  the  objed:  of  the  campaign  by 
force.  General  Kellermann  intimated  to  Dumou-  **«>  Stpu 
riez,  that  a  conference  was  requefted  by  colonel 
Manftem  on  behalf  of  the  king  of  Pruflia.  Du« 
mouriez  immediately  repaired  to  the  place  appointed, 
where,  under  pretence  of  negotiating  an  exchange 
of  prifoners,  a  converfation  was  begun  on  the  gene- 
ral objeds  of  the  war.  In  the  courfe  of  this  con« 
ference,  Dumouriez  was  informed  in  the  mod  un- 
equivocal terms,  that  it  depended  upon  him  to  put  an 
end. to  hoftilities ;  that,  far  from  being  reftrained  in 
his  endeavours,  he  (hould  be  furniflied  with  all  the 
afliftance  he  could  deiire,  if  he  would  terminate  the 
diforders  of  France ;  that  he  ihould  dilate  the 
terms  of  peace,  and  that  he  would  thus  render  the 
greateft  fervice  not  only  to  his  native  country,  but 
to  all  Europe.  The  reply  was  evafive  and  general. 
At  a  fecond  interview  they  came  more  immediately  *4tli. 
to  the  point.  Dumouriez  having  attempted  to 
prove  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  interefts  of  the 
king  of  Pruifia  to  continue  the  war,  Manftein  af- 
fured  him  it  was  not  the  wifli  of  that  monarch,  and 
prefented  him  with  fome  propofitiona  drawn  up  in 
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fix  ardcleSy  vh^ch  Dumounez  himielf  acktiowledger 
to  be  very  moderate.  The  firft  was^  that  the  kmg 
Ihould  be  liberated  from  prifon,  and  that  his  au-> 
thority  fhould  be  reftored  to  him  in  the  fame  maa- 
ner  as  it  exifled  pr^vioufly  to  the  tenth  of  AugufL 
In  anfwer  to  this,  Dumouriez  contented  himfelf  with 
(hewing  the  JmUetm,  containing  the  decree  for  the 
abolition  of  royalty,  exprefling  his  extreme  concern 
that  things  were  carried  to  fuch  an  extremity,  more 
efpecially  as  he  did  not  perceive  any  remedy. 

A  truce  was  agreed  upon,  fo  far  as  related  to  the 
(kirmiflies  between  the  fronts  of  the  two  armies  ;  but 
a  few  days  afterwards,  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  having 
publifhed  his  famous  manifefto,  Dumouriez  termi-. 
nated  the  truce  without  further  conference.  In 
two  days,  the  combined  armies  commenced  their 
retreat,  which,  though  perpetually  haraflfed  and 
oppofed,  they  at  length  effefted,  having  loft,  by  the 
account  of  Dumouriez,  near  thirty  thoufand  men, 
of  whom  not  more  than  two  thoufand  fell  by  the 
fword. 

Thus  ended  this  celebrated  campaign,  which, 
whatever  glory  it  may  give  to  Dumouriez  as  a 
general  and  a  negotiator,  ftamps  indelible  difgrace 
on  his  name  as  a  man  and  a  fubjed.  His  affeded 
refpeft  for  a  decree  of  the  convention,  fo  furrepti- 
tiouily  pafTed  as  that  for  the  abolition  of  royalty,  and 
his  omitting  to  publifh  the  king  of  Pruflia's  propo- 
fals,  fo  as  to  give  the  nation  at  large  the  means  of 
judging  of  their  expediency,  difplay  his  motives  in 
the  moft  indubitable  manner.  His  conduct  could 
not  be  beneficial  either  to  the  king  or  the  nation ;  it 
was  calculated  merely  to  benefit  the  Orleans  fa* 
mily,  whofe  views  would  have  been  ruined  by 
peace,  or  by  any  treaty  in  which  the  intereft  of  the 
unfortunate  monarch  was  at  all  confidered.  At  the 
fame  time,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  next  to  conclud- 
ing the  negotiation  by  diftating  terras  of  peace,  Du* 
{nourie^  eiTibraced  the  wifeft  courfe  he  could  poi&bly 
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adopt.  He  juftiHed  the  opinion  of  the  matquis  de 
Bouille,  that  he  was  a  no  lef^  able  nerotiator  than 
jkilful  general  '•  By  bis  difcourfes  with  Manftein, 
and  his  memorial  to  the  king  qF  PrufTia,  he  infufed 
into  that  monarch  thofe  fentiments  which^  rein- 
forced by  other  arguments,  contributed  to  produce 
a  coolnefs  on  his  part  to  the  objeds  of  the  war^ 
created  jealoufies  between  him  and  the  emperor^ 
and  finally  occafioned  his  defedion  from  the  grand 
alliance* 

Previous  to  his  undertaking  the  conquefl:  of  the  ittJuOft. 
Low  Countries,  Dumouriez  was  anxious  to  tafte  the  Am  vet  in 
intoxicating  draught  of  popularity  in  the  capital* 
Accordingly,  without  obtaining  leave  of  abfence^ 
which  he  pretends  was  not  neceflary,  he  repaired  to 
Paris,  and  prefented  himfelf  at  the  bar  of  the  national 
convention.  He  made  a  fpeech,  in  which  he  afli^red 
the  legiflature,  that  "  liberty  was  triumphant  every 
where ;  that,  guided  by  philofophy,  it  would  foon 
overfpread  the  univerfe,  and,  after  having  crulhed 
^^  defpotiim  and. enlightened  the  people,  would  be 
^^  feated  on  all  thrones/'  His  fpeech  was  replete 
with  boafts  of  the  valour  and  good  qualities  of  his 
foldiers,  and  with  infulting  reiledions  oii  the  enemy. 
He  complimented  the  convention  on  the  conftitu^ 
tional  iaws  they  were  about  to  frame,  in  which  he 
anticipated  the  happinefs  and  fraternity  of  nations;  but 
he  did  not  exprefs,  diredtly  or  indiredly,  (he  fmalieft 
folicitude  refpeding  the  fate  of  the  king,  or  a  wifli 
ihat  the  rigours  of  his  captivity  (hould  be  nitigs^ted. 
A  prodigious  concourfe  attended  from  the  expeda- 
tion  of  fe^ng  and  hearing  him,  but  when  his  arrivsA 
was  announced  to  the  convention,  the  prefidenit 
fu^ered  him  to  wait  an  hour  in  the  antichamber 
before  he  was  introduced.  This  cpol  reception  way 
fuf^cient  to  check  the  glow  of  confidence,  and  af- 
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f&rded  but  an  hopelefs  fpecimen  of  repubiicai^  gptti- 
tude  \ 

^*IT!!!!**  '^^  prevwit  fufpiclon  and  obviate  calumny,  D«- 
mouriez  had  found  it  neceflary  to  declare  that  he  oaly 
came  to  Paris  to  atrange  the  plan  of  a  winter  cam« 
paign,  and  that  he  intended  to  ilay  four  days.  Dtt« 
ring  this  period  he  was  treated  with  the  moft  flatter- 
ing attention  by  the  public,  and  by  the  Gironde  in 
particular ;  but  this  circumftance  tended  to  injure 
him,  and  in  the  end  was  fatal  to  his  powen  Evea 
while  he  remained  in  Paris,  calumnies  were  circu- 
lated againfl  him ;  the  greatnefs  of  his  fervices  aad 
the  brilliancy  of  his  reputation  could  not  (hield  him 
ftom  the  infolence  of  Marat.  The  principal  caufe 
Y>f  complaint  brought  forward  by  this  worthlefs  in- 
cendiary, was  his  treatment  of  two  battalions  of 
Piarifian  federates.  Thefe  men  had  murdered  four 
Pruffian  or  emigrant  deferters,  who  joined  the 
French  army  at  Rhetel,  and  by  order  of  Dumouriez 
the  whole  battalions  had  been  difarmed,  but  on  de- 
livering up  the  perpetrators  of  the  murder,  their 
arms  and  colours  had  been  reftored.  The  culprits, 
in  number  forty^two,  were  fent  to  Paris  to  be  tried 
by  the  feAions  to  which  they  belonged.  One  of 
the  principal  delinquents,  whofe  name  was  Palloy, 
having  efcaped  to  Paris,  complained  of  the  gtnt^ 
ral's  conduct  to  Marat,  who  in;imediately  manu- 
feftured  a  charge  of  incivifm,  counter-revolution, 
arid  ariftocr acy,  with  which  he  daily  filled  the  pages 
of  his  news-paper,  and  attempted  to  obtrude  a  falTe 
reprefentation  of  the  bufmefs  on  the  convention* 
He  alfo  feized  the  opportunity,  when  Dumouriez 
was  enjoying,  in  company  with  the  minifters,  a  fett 
given  by  a  diftinguiihed  female  at  the  Theatre  des 
Varietisy  to  difturb  the  prevailing  harmcmy,  and 
ittfuit  the  general  in  public.     He  went,  accon^>anied 
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by  the  two  other  commiffioners  whom  the  Jacobins 
had  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  afiair,  Bentabole 
and  Montault,  and  accofting  the  general  in  the  moft 
brutal  manner,  fummoned  him  to  tell  how  he  could 
bave  the  audacity  to  commit  a  violent  and  tyrannical 
a£t  againft  eftimable  citizens.  Dumouriez,  furvey- 
mg  him  with  ficom,  replied,  ^^  What !  are  you  the 
f^  man  called  Marat  ?— I  have  nothing  to  fay  to 
«  you."  But  he  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  other 
Gommifiioners,  and  entered  into  a  full  explanation 
of  his  condu^  Marat,  however,  did  not  drop  the 
a&ir;  he  made  a  report  of  the  interview  at  the 
Jacobins,  replete  with  farcafms  againft  Dumouriez  ; 
be  procured  a  new  trial  for  the  murderers,  obtained 
a  reverfal  of  their  fentence,  and  the  charge  of 
criminality  was  retorted  on  general  Chazot,  who 
had  firft  complained  on  the  fubjeft  **. 

Notwithftanding  this  infult  offered  by  the  com-  i6\h  oa, 
miflioners,  Dumouriez  could  not  difpenfe  with  the  J?!*"l^**"' 
xieceffity  of  vifiting  the  Jacobin  club,  where  he  was  pears  at 
received  in  a  very  flattering  manner.      The  compli-  Jj?«  J»<»- 
ments  of  the  republican  general  were  anfwered  by 
the  declamations  of  the  republican  prefident,  Dan- 
ton,    and  *  the  abfurdities  of   the   buffoon   CoUot 
d'Herbois  *. 

The  private  tranfaftions  of  Dumouriez  during  his  obfenn- 
vifit  to  P^ris  cannot  be  afcertained.  Nothing  which  ^'^"•* 
appears  from  any  narrative  by  himfelf  or  others, 
juftifies  it  on  any  oftenfible  account.  It  is  ridiculous 
to  affert  that  he  left  his  army  to  concert  a  plan  of 
operations  with  miniflers  whom  he  made  a  merit  of 
^fobeying,  and  with  whom  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  concerted  any  thing,  not  even  the  means  of 
fumifhing  his  troops  with  the  firft  neceflaries.  The 
thick  veil  which  hides  many  of  the  intrigues  of  the 
Orleans  fadion  will  perhaps  for  ever  prevent  a 
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certaun  knowledge  of  his  views  and  engagements ; 
but  hb  condud  at  that  and  fubfei^uent  periods 
proves  that  he  took  his  bias  from  the  confpirators  of 
the  Palais  Royal*  He  was  delirous  to  effed  a  re- 
conciliation between  Danton  and  the  Gironde^  and 
certainly  became  jealous  of  the  .influence  of  the 
Bf ountain,  and  of  the  ambition  of  Robefpierre.  He 
attached  himfelf  to  the  minifterial  party,  who  neither 
loved  or  efteemed  him,  and  only  countenanced  him, 
'becaufe  their  power  would  be  augmented  by  his 
fuccefs.  By  this  conduct  he  exafperated  the  Jaco- 
bins, who  proclaimed  every  where  that  he  had  come 
to  the  capital  merely  to  flatter  his  vanity,  and  to  con- 
cert dangerous  plots ;  and  Marat  announced,  that 
the  general  was  undertaking  the  conqueft  of  the 
Low  Countries,  with  a  view  to  make  himfelf  duke 
of  Brabant. 
%A}h  oa.  On  his  arrival  at  Valenciennes,  he  learned  that 
•rroy/  *  *^^  ^^^  minifter  was  changed,  Servan  having  been 
fucceeded  by  Pache.  Although  he  found  the  army 
in  want  of  every  neceflary,  and  was  without  money  to 
pay  the  troops,  ytt  he  refolved  to  commence  his 
operations*  This  brilliant  campaign,  which  firfl: 
fpread  the  terror  of  the  French  name,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  all  their  fubfequent  fuccefles,  was  cal- 
culated, as  Dumouriez  obferves,  like  a  game  of 
chefs,  in  confequence  of  great  fuperiority  in  numbers 
ProcU '  1.  ^^  artillery.  He  iffued  a  proclamation  to  the  Bel- 
tioD^  *  gians,  replete  with  fallacy  and  delufion,  oflFering 
afliftance  which  was  not  defigned,  and  promifing 
forbearance  which  could  not  be  maintained.  After 
feveral  delays,  owing  to  the  refradory  difpoiition  of 
general  Labourdonnaye,  and  the  want  of  fupplies, 
Afff^^^V  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  f^M.  His  firfl:  operation  was  rather 
Tbuiin  unfortunate,  from  the  ardour  and  inexperience  of 
«"<*  the  Bclgic  infantry,  who  having  gained  an  advantage 

"•  over  the  Aufl:rians  at  the  village  of  Thulin,  by  pur- 
fuing  their  fuccefs  too  far,  were  furrounded  near  the 
mill  of  Bouflu,    and  after  fuflaining  considerable 
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lofs,  were  with  great  difficulty  refcued  by  the  rcpji- 
inent  of  Chamborant.  This  difafter  was  fpeedily  B»«'«of 
repaired  by  the  battle  of  Jemappe,  which  was  in  the  J*^"*Pi**' 
highed  degree  honourable  to  the  French  arms* 
Tournay,  Nieuport,  Oftend,  and  Bruges  (uu 
rendered  to  Labourdonnaye  and  Miranda,  and  the 
conqueft  of  Flanders  was  achieved  without  firing  a 
fingle  mufket. 

Dumouriez  entered  Mons,  where  he  was  joyfully     7tH. 
received    by    the    inhabitants,  and  after  a    flight  ^^^^ 
fkirmiih  at  the  village  of  Anderlecht,  entered  Bruf*     i4.th. 
fels,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  people*     Having  Bf«^^«* 
iflued  orders  for   the  fiege  of  Antwerp,  he    lert 
Bruflels,  and  encamped  at  Cortenbergue,  intending 
to  eftabliOi  manufaAories  of  arms  at  Mechlin.    The  i^rh.  %%d^ 
Auflrians  occupied  the  heights  of  Cumptich,  where  '}»"i«  of 
he  determined  to  attack  them,  which  he  did  with  y^^*^^ 
fuccels.    The  conflid  was  long  and  obilinate,  b' . 
in  the  end  favourable  to  the  French,  who  encan^  .ed 
in  the  place  previoufly  taken  by  the  enemy  ou  the 
field  of  battle^  and  eftablifhed  their  head-quarters  at 
Tirlemont,  from  which  place  the  battle  takes  its 
name.    After  flaying  at  this  place  four  days  the    iStfi. 
General  encamped  at  St.  Tron.    He  came  up  with  ^?'*^ 
the  Imperialifts,  who  made  a  very  fine  retreat,  near   "*** 
Liege,  and^  after  a  fmart  partial  engagement  near 
Varoux,  entered  the  city  of  Liege.     Miranda  having 
taken  Antwerp,  and  Namur  having  furrendered  to 
Valence,  the  conqueft  of  the  Low  Countries,  except 
the  duchy  of  Luxembourg  and  the  little  town  of 
Heure,  was  completed  in  a  month.    Dumouriez 
was  now  defirous  to  take  Maeftricht,  but  was  op** 
pofed  and  forbid  by  the  minifters ;   he  therefore 
finiihed  the  campaign  by  the  capture  of  AixJa- 8<h  Dec* 
Chapelle,  which  he  entered  after  a  vigorous  oppo-  '^**'«* 
^tion  from  the  Imperialifts,  and,  being  in  the  utmoft  cbajlnt. 
diftrefs  for  provifiops,  eftabliftied  there  his  winter- 
.quarters* 

During 
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Ra^iacitjr     '  Dufiiig  (ht  progTefs  of  this  fuccefdful  cftM^afgn^ 
vl\      the  people  invaded  were  plundered  with  the  moft 

French.  n*      '^    _^        •  n^i  i  •  h 

profligate  rapacity.  Ibe  proclamation  was  totally 
difregarded;  no  diftindion  was  made  between  the 
clergy  and  laity  ;  the  churches  and  the  banks  were 
equally  obliged  to  contribute,  and  the  goods  in 
warehoufes  were  no  more  facrcd  than  the  cattle 
in  the  fields.  Sometimes  the  pretence  was  a  loan, 
at  odiers  a  contribution ;  the  foldiers  were  fur- 
niflied  with  aflignats,  which  they  forced  the  (ho{K 
keepers  to  take  at  par,  and  even  to  give  change  in 
money ;  the  Jacobin  commiffioners  enriched  them« 
felves  without  reftraint,  and  Dumouriez  is  charged 
with  having  gratified  his  avarice  by  an  enormous 
booty,  an  accuiation  againfl  which  he  awkwardly  de« 
fends  himfelf '. 
I)vmou-  Meanwhile  the  aSairs  of  his  faction  were  coining 
ID  p^r  ^  ^  crifis.  Dumouriez  had  been  afUduous  in  con- 
'  firming  his  own  influence,  in  difmiffing  or  removing 
fuch  officers  as  he  could  not  manage,  and  in  pro^ 
moting  or  creating  fuch  as  he  thought  would  affift 
in  his  views.  He  had  been  particularly  attentive  to 
the  duke  de  Chartres,  who  was  called  after  his 
father,  Egalite,  and  endeavoured  to  difplay  hhn  s$ 
the  only  hope  of  France.  The  trial  of  the  king 
'  was  proceeding  amidfl  doubts,  jealoufies,  and  appre« 
henfions.  The  party  who  wifhed  his  death  were 
not  fecure  of  a  majority  in  the  ccmvention,  and  had 
every  reafon  to  fear  an  infurre£tion  of  the  people. 
The  Gironde,  feeing  Orleans  in  the  hands  of  their 
enemies,  and  deriving  no  hope  from  him,  regardlefs 
of  the  charge  of  inconfiftency,  became  defirous  to 
Jan.  1793.  fave  the  king.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  Du* 
mouriez  left  the  army  and  repaired  to  Paris.  It  is 
faid  that  he  had  contrived  to  get  twenty  thoufand  of 
his  men  fcattered  about  the  city,  whom  he  could 

^  Iinpanial  Hiftory,  vol.  lu  p.  339. 

have 
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htLve  aflembled  at  pleafure*.     This  rqK>rt  derives 
Some  Qonfirmation  from  his  own  remark,  that  at    . 
.this  period  vaft  numbers  of  his  foldiers  deferted, 
fosDt  repaired  to  Paris,  and  *others  amuied  theob- 
Xelves  in  the  great  towns  of  Flanders, 

It  is^  however,  more  probable,  that  aU  thofe  wb<^ 
ivere  in  Paris  were  abfolutely  under  his  comman(|, 
iince  he  admits,  that  if  the  Convention  had  cotif 
ceded  certain  points  which  he  infifted  on  in  four 
jnemorials,  he  could  have  furrounded  himfclf  with 
a  number  of  officers  and  foldiers  who  were  come  t0 
Pairis,  and  would  have  had  a  party  fufficiently 
powerful  to  oppofe  the  Jacobins,  and  the  Fedirh  by 
whom  they  were  fupported  ^ 

The  firft  days  of  his.  refidence  at  Paris  were  paffed,  Condaa 
as  he  pretends,  in  his  chamber,  compofing  four  ^"'^s  -^ 
memorials  relative  to  the  public  fervice,  which,  with  tfj^jf  * 
a  letter,  were  tranfmitted  to  the  alTembly,  and  by 
them  referred  to  a  ccnnmitteev  His  precife  views 
are  abiblutely  undeterminable.  He  pretends  to 
have  felt  the  greateft  tendernefs  for  his  unfortunate 
fioYerdgn,  yet  he  took  no  effectual  ftep  in  his  favour, 
either  by  force  or  intreaty.  By  his  own  account  it 
appears,  that  his  efforts  were  confined  to  paltry  and 
inconfiftent  attempts  to  perfuade  the  different  fac*- 
tions  that  it  was  their  interefl  to-  fave  the  king ;  to 
foiitary  meditations  and  to  unavailing  dialogues 
with  fhopkeepers  and  private  individuals.  Yet  he 
does  not  pretend  to  affert  that  he  offered  to  co« 
operate  with  any  of  them,  or  propofed  any  reafon- 
able  projed  for  intimidating  thqfe  who  fought  the 
king's  life  with  fuch  infatiate  ferocity.  He  pretends 
that  he  imparted  his  opinions  to  Robefpierre,  yet  he 

•  PieUier^s  late  Pi5)ure  of  ParM^  vol.  ii.  p.  ai«  Conjoration  cli 
4*Orlcan$,  vol.  iii.  p.  131. 

^  Meinoircs  du  Genet  al  Dumouriez,  par  lui  inefne,  annle  i79)» 
Partie  i«  p.  45.  From  this  publication,  the  Jubfequent  evtiitt 
of  tbt  life  of  Dtt/nouricx>  for  wlkich  no  other  authority  is  given,  ane 
ikriTftl* 

did 
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did  not  attempt  to  conciliate  the  Mountain  fa£Uon;  he 
quarrelled  with  Dubois  de  Crance,  Marat  was  ftill 
his  implacable  enemy,  and  Robefpierre  was  defirous 
to  have  him  arrefted*.  He  is  accufed  of  having 
maintained  a  conftant  correfpondence  with  Orleans 
in  private,  during  his  ftay,  which  is  not  improbable  ^ 
Poflibly,  he  meditated  the  means  of  accompliihing 
the  fchemes  of  that  worthlefs  wretch,  and  at  the 
lame  time  detaching  him  from  the  Mountain  party ; 
or  perhaps  he  aimed  at  his  own  perfonal  aggrandize- 
ment alone,  and  in  the  clafli  of  fadions  hoped  to 
advance  himfelf.  He  was,  however,  a  tranquil 
fpedator  of  the  king's  execution,  and  enforced  a^ 
the  decrees  which  tended  to  reprefs  the  effe£b  oi 
difapprobation  in  the  foldiery  \ 
Jsii.1791*  On  his  return  to  the  army,  Dumouriez  found 
Neg^ocia-  ^^j  general  Clairfait  had  taken  the  moft  judicious 
meafures  to  infure  the  fuccefs  of  the  enfuing  cam- 
paign, and  that  France  was  threatened  with  addi- 
tional enemies:.  He  had  previoufly  endeavoured  to 
obtain  a  mrflion  to  England,  l^ut  had  failed, 
and  now  attempted  to  negotiate  with  England  and 
Holland  through  the  medium  of  Lord  Auckland, 
and  of  the  Grand  Penfionary,  but  without  fuccefs, 
and  mod  probably  without  fmcerity,  as  he  was  un* 
doubtedly  apprized  of  (he  unalterable  refolution  of 
the  ruling  powers  at  Paris  to  engage  in  hoftilities, 
which  they  had  never  defired  to  avoid,  and  in  which 
they  fpeedily  embarked. 
17th  Fth.  Dumouriez  affembled  his  troops  in  the  vicinity  of 
Uaun!*^"  Antwerp,  where  he  publilhed  an  addrefs  to  the 
Batavians  full  of  inve^ives  againft  the  Stadtholder. 
He  left  Miranda  to  carry  on  the  fiege  of  Maeftricht, 
but  with  inftruftions  not  to  prefs  it  till  Valence 
ihould  arrive  from  Paris,  who  was  to  take  the  com* 

t  Garar'ft  Memoirs,  p.  74., 
^  Conjuration  4e  d*Or)cana»  toI.  iii.  p.  i^a. 
I  Dtimotiriez  pretends  that  at  thia  peiiod  be  «ft»  confined  to  hi« 
cbamber  by  iiliici's. 

mand 
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tnand  of  the  army,  and  the  iglory  of  the  liege.    Du^^ 
mouriez  captured  Breda  and  Klundert,  and  dlf-  i3<l»  «6th. 
patched  Berneron  to  attack  Williamftadt,  and  d' Ar- 
9on   to   Gertruydenberg,    both  which  places  fur- 
rendered.     The  fiege  of  Maeftricht  was  preffed  with  4tU  Mar. 
great  vigour,  when  general  Clairfayt,  having  croffed 
the  Roer  in  the  night,  attacked  the  French  pods, 
and  compelled  them  to  fall  back  to  Alderhoven. 
From  this  period  the  French  continued  to  retreat     iSthj  • 
till  the  battle  of  Neerwinden,  in  which  Dumouriez 
was  firfl  defeated,  and  which  finally  decided  the  fat^ 
of  the  campaign. 

The  conduft  of  Dumouriez  at  this  period  betrays  Condua 
ereat  confufion  and  indiftinftnefs  of  proiefts.  He  ®^  ^*!' 
appears  to  have  had  the  mtereii  of  his  country  m 
view  till  the  failure  of  the  undefined  projeft  for  the 
^oth  of  March  in  Paris,  in  which  he  was  fuppofed 
to  have  been  principally  confulted,  as  Briflbt  ob- 
ferves,  that  jufl  before  that  period  Marat  ceafed  to 
libel,  and  Robefpierre  began  to  praife  him  ^.  From 
that  time,  however,  if  his  condud  was  influenced  by 
treachery,  his  treachery  began.  He  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  the  Auflrian  generals,  and  announced 
his  intention  of  marching  to  Paris  to  reform  the 
government.  But  in  this  he  was  lefs  cautious  than 
even  la  Fayette ;  he  had  not  gained  the  con- 
currence of  .all  the  generals;  on  the  contrary,  Mi- 
randa was  bis  avowed  enemy,  and  in  the  habit  of 
tranfmitting  complaints  againfl:  him.  Valence, 
Egalite,  and  Miackzinfki  alone  were  to  be  depended 
on.  He  had  fo  little  difcernment  as  to  rely  im- 
plicitly on  the  attachment  of  his  foldiers ;  he  did  not 
perceive  that  his  fuccefs  was  idolized  and  no^his 
perfon ;  or  that  thofe  who  would  have  followed  him 
through  every  danger  in  the  path  of  vidory  and 
glory,  would  defert  him  in  that  of  adverfity  and 
difgrace*    This  temerity  on  his  part  well  jufUfiea  the 

^  Brlilbc  i  ie%Commeit«nff  p.  117. 

•  vol..  u  SB  farcaim 
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fiircafm  of  Robefpierre,  who  termed  him  a  quadt 
hero ',  and  the  cenfure  of  Montjoye,  who  compares 
him  to  a  hero  of  romance". 
HUcott<        Meanwhile  he  bad  tranfinitted  numerous  rismon^ 
^[^J^     (trances  to  Paris, .  that  his  army  was  reduced  by  die 
commif.     negligence  or  fufpicion  of  Pache,  the  war-mimfter, 
fi<««-      to  the  mod  wretched  ftate  of  dHlrels.     Marat  re- 
newed his  invedives  againft  Dumouriez,  and  af- 
fumed  the  credit  of  a  prophet,  for  having  foretold 
that  he  would  abfcond  like  la  Fayette.    The  Ja- 
cobins,  on  the  news  of  his  Ul  fnccefs,  demanded  his 
sSckMar.  head.     He  had  now  almoft  evacuated  the  Low* 
Countries,  and  was  met  at  Toumay  by  madame 
Sillery,  and  the  wife  of  young  Egalit^,  who  came  to 
aid  his  defigns,  and  partake  of  his  triumph.    The 
commiflioners  of  the  executive  power  found  him 
in  company  with  madame  Sillery,  young  Egalitc, 
and  Valence :  they  had  a  long  and  violent  alterca- 
tion, in  which  Dumouriez  expreffed  his  opinion 
that  the  Jacobins  would  ruin  France,  and  intimated 
his  determination  to  fave  it,  though  they  Oiould  call 
him  a  Caefar,  a  Cromwell,  or  a  Monk.    He  de- 
clared loudly  for  a  king,  btit  profefled  that  it  was  of 
little  confequence  to  France  whether  it  was  a  James,, 
a  Lfuu,  or  a  Philip.     He  refufed  to  communicate 
his  plan  of  counter-revolution,  but  announced  an. 
intention  to  conquer  Belgium  for  himfelf,  and  to 
reign  there  under  the  protedion  of  the  Hbule  of 
Auftria  ■. 
t9tb.         Before  this  converfation  was  reported  to  the  con- 
2j*^  »  vention,  a  decree  had  pafled  ordering  him  to  the 
bar;    and  Boumonvitle    and  four  commiflionera 
were  fent  to  arreft  him  at  the  head  of  the  anny» 
and  convey  him  to  Paris»    They  halted  at  Lifle,  and 
difpatched  a  fummons  to  him  to  appear  m  that  dty  to 

I  Gmt*s  Memoirs,  p,  74. 

■  Con  juration  de  d*OrIeaiis,  toI.  iii.  p.  t4y. 

•  C^nteccm*  Rrpoit  to  the  Coorvntlon.    Sec  Dcbsttf,  Apcil  t« 
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anlWer  the  charges  againft  him.     He  anfwered,  that 
he  covld  not  leave  the  army,  and  that  he  valued  his 
head  too  much  to  fubmit  it  to  an  arbitrary  tribunal. 
The  commiilioners  proceeded  to  St.  Amand,  where  »«*  ^  rni. 
his  head-quarters  were  then  eftabliflied,  and  being  ^^"f!*"* 
admitted  to  his  prefence,  explained  the  obje£^  of  fionert, 
their  mii&on,  and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  to 
obedience.    A  long  conference  took  place,  in  which 
he  attempted  to  vindicate  his  own  condu£t,  and  to 
induce    them    to   judge   favorably   of  him.     At 
length,  finding  that  he  made  no  impreilion,  he  ex- 
claimed, *^  It  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  this  ;''  and 
ordered  the  commiifioners  to  be  feized,  and  fent 
to  the  prince  de  Cobourg  as  hoftages  for  the  royal 
family. 

He  pafled  that  night  in  compoiing  an  addrefs  to  J*** 
the  army,  and  other  papers.  The  addrefs  to  the  ^^cJa-^ 
army  he  delivered  the  next  day  at  the  camp,  and  it  mgc 
produced  fome  favorable  appearances.  He  then 
returned  to  St.  Amand,  and  harangued  the  corps  of 
artillery,  who  alfo  appeared  latisfied ;  and,  to  teC* 
tify  his  confidence  in  them,  he  ilept  there.  The  4tb, 
next  morning,  Dumouriez  left  his  friend  Thouvenot 
at  St.  Amand,  and  departed  for  Conde.  Within 
^alf  a  league  of  that  fortrefs  he  was  met  by  a  mef- 
£mger  from  general  Neuilly,  who  advifed  him  not 
to  afmroach,  as  the  garrifon  was  in«a  (late  of  the 
utmoft  fermentation.  He  had  juft  before  met  with 
a  column  of  volunteers  marching  towards  Cond^, 
who,  however,  made  no, attempt  againft  him ;  but 
when  they  (kw  him  accofted  by  Neuilly's  meffenger, 
they  cried,  *^  Stop,  (top !"  and  immediately  com- 
menced a  purfuit.  He  mounted  a  horfe  belonging 
to  a  fervant  of  Chartres,  and  efcaped,  through  a 
dreadful  difcharge  of  mufketry^  along  the  Scheldt, 
which  he  ^ofied,  and  reached  a  place  called  Wikers 
on  th^  Imperial  territory.  From  this  place  he  con- 
tinued hi$  route  to  Bury  on  fogt,  where  he  fpent 

&  £  2  the 
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the  night  in  digefting  the  proclamation  of  the  prince 
de  Cobourg,  which  appeared  the  next  day,  together 
with  his  own  addrefs  to  the  French  nation.  The 
proclamation  is  conceived  in  the  moft  manly,  li- 
beral, and  conciliating  terms  ;  but  neither  that  or 
5th.  the  addrefs  produced  any  effeft.  At  day-break, 
Dumouriez,  efcorted  by  fifty  Imperial  dragoons, 
proceeded  to  the  advanced  guard  of  the  camp  of 
Maulde.  He  harangued  the  troops;  but  though 
there  was  no  open  oppofition,  he  obferved  fome 
indications  of  ihat  fpirit,  and  feveral  groupes  affem- 
bled.  He  then  repaired  to  St,  Amand,  but,  as  be 
was  entering  the  city,  received  intelligence  that  the 
corps  of  artillery  had  during  the  night  rifen  on  their 
general,  and  were  marching  towards  Valenciennes. 
Alarmed  at  this  intelligence,  he  refolved  to  fecure 
his  retreat ;  and,  having  feized  the  military  cheft, 
made  his  efcape,  accompanied  by  general  and  co- 
lonel Thouvenot,  Chartres,  Colonel  Montjoye,  the 
Fernigs,  madame  Sillery,  and  a  few  other  perfons 
of  fome  diflin^ion,  and  attended  by  700  hoife,  and 
800  foot.  The  military  cheft  was  recaptured  by 
the  French.  Thus  ended,  in  little  more  than  a 
year  after  his  nomination  to  the  miniftry,  the  event- 
ful career  of  this  extraordinary  man.  He  pafTed 
through  all  the  ftages  of  celebrity  and  difgrace 
with  fuch  rapidity,  that  he  may  juftly  be  termed 
^'  a  meteor,  which  did  but  blaise,  and  rove,  and 
"  die/' 
Its  confc-  An  event  fo  momentous  as  the  defedion  of  Du- 
quences.  mouriez  neceffarily  excited  great  fpeculations  and  a 
confiderable  ferment  in  Paris.  Each  of  the  con- 
tending factions  endeavoured  to  make  tde  of  it 
.  againft  their  opponents.  When  the  report  of  Cam- 
baceres  was  read,  aa  attempt  was  made  to  implicate 
Danton,  who  however  difengaged  himfeli^with  great 
dexterity,  and  rolled  back  the  accufation  on  the 

Briifotines.    As  the  Mountain  was  at  that  time  in 

great 
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^eat  efteem^  the  attempt  was  fuccefsful';  and 
though  Danton  was  known  to  be  inimical  to  the 
Briifotines,  the  calumnies  fpread  abroad  accelerated 
their  ruin,  and  facilitated  the  events  of  the  3 1  ft  of 
May  «. 

The  Emperor  conferred  on  Dumouriez  the  rank  i?"m<>u- 
of  feld-zeugmeifter,  or  general  of  artillery,  but  wandc«r. 
never  employed  him.  After  his  retreat,  he  pub- 
liihed  feveral  addreffes  to  the  French  nation,  which 
were  never '  noticed.  The  convention  fet  a  price 
on  his  head,  and  offered  a  reward  of  an  hundred 
thoufand  crowns  (12,500/.)  and  a  full  reftoratibn  of 
property  to  any  emigrant  who  fhould  iieftroy  him. 
He  wiihed  to  take  refuge  in  Switzerland,  but  was 
forbid  to  enter  the  country  ;  he  then  went  to  Stut- 
gard,  and  craved  an  audience  of  the  duke  of  Wir** 
temberg,  but  was  commanded  to  quit  his  territories. 
From  that  place  he  went  to  Margentheim  in  Fran- 
conia,  profeffing  his  intention  to  live  in  folitude  and 
write  hiftory ;  but  he  foon  returned  to  Bruffels,  and 
publifhed  a  proclamation  to  the  French  nation, 
and  another  to  the  convention  ^ 

Foiled  in  every  attempt  to  appear  advantageoufly  loth  June. 
on  the  continent,  he  refolved  to  vifit  England ;  and  En"^ij"j'" 
for  that  purpofe  obtained  a  paffport  under  a  feigned 
name  and  charafter,  that  of  Peralta,  an  Italian  mer- 
chant.    On  his  arrival  in  London,   he  wrote  to  lord 
Grenville,  foliciting,  in  abjeft  terms,  leave  to  remain 
near  London  till  the  end  of  the  Revolution.     A  po- 
lite anfwer  was  returned,  in  which  Dumouriez  was 
informed,  that  his  continuance  in  England  could 
not  be  permitted.     He  ftaid  only  one  day  in  Lon- 
don, during  which  he  was  vifited  by  feveral  per- 
fons  of  diftin£Uon.     After  a  flay  of  a  few  days  at     t6th« 
Dover,  where  he  maintained  the  moft  cautious  pri- 

X 

«  Necker  on  the  Reyoliition*   voh  >•  p*  4s8.     Nfi^s  V^illiamt*t 
Letters  in  17931  ^^l*  *•  P*  ^7*    Gacat*t  Memoirs,  p,  114. 
f  Dumouriez  Unmaflsedy  p.  87. 
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▼aqr,  he  returned  to  the  continent,  and  landed  at 
Oftend. 
His  writ.       Since  that  period  he  has  obtained  no  notice,  ex- 
"*<**         cept  as  a  literary  chara£ler.    He  has  produced  fome 
•  pamphlets,  among  the  befl:  of  which  is  one  intitled 
Coup^Oeil  politique  fur  l^Avenir  de  la  France.     His 
great  work,  *'  The  Hiftory  of  his  own  Life,"  is 
written  with  much  eloquence,  and  coniiderable  art; 
it  is  a  laborious  defence  of  very  indired  and  finifter 
condu£b«     The  ikill  with  which  he  difplays  the  cha« 
raders  of  others,  compenfates  in  a  great  meafure 
for  his  wane  of  truth,  modefty,  and  fmcerity  with 
refpeA  to  his  own.     He  has  recently  publimed  a 
Speculative  Sketch  of  Europe,  in  which  he  has  dif- 
played,  as  ufual,  a  confidcrable  ihare  of  information, 
a  great  verfatility  of  principle,  and  an  extraordinary 
temerity  in   hazarding  predictions  and  fuggefting 
expedients. 
Hit  re.  He  now  lives  at  or  near  Altona.     His  affectation 

^**^'  of  royalifm  has  done  him  no  fervice  with  thofe 
whom  fuch  a  profeiKon  was  intended  to  conci- 
liate ;  and  his  own  countrymen,  in  every  revolu- 
tion of  public  opinion,  have  contemned  the  man 
who  relieved  them  from  defpair  and  certain  fub« 
jugation,  who  fir  ft  gave  energy  to  their  conduct, 
and  infured  the  preponderancy  of  their  miliury 
powen 
Perfon  tnd  In  perfon,  Dumouriez  is  below  the  middle  (ize, 
manners.  |j^|.  perfe£kly  well  formed,  robuft,  and  capable  of 
great  ei^ertion.  His  complexion  is  brown,  his  fea« 
tures  animated,  his  eyes  dark^.  He  polfefles  a 
great  ihare  of  eloquence  and  talent  of  perfuafion, 
and  writes  better  than  he  fpeaks '.  While  he  i;> 
delivering  an  impreflive  fentence,  his  head  and  arms 
are  agitated,  and  he  often  rifes  on  ihe  point  of  hi$ 

%  Dumouriez  Unmafked*  p.  98.    Moore*^  Journal,  voU  it*  p.  |i%« 
lleridence  in  France,  toI.  i.  p.  55. 
r  Roland's  Appeal^  vol.  i.  p.  69, 
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toe  '•  He  has  had  the  addrefs  to  attach  to  himfelf 
many  of  the  fair  fex,  though  madame  Roland  was 
of  opmion,  that  he  was  not  calculated  to  fucceed 
with  thofe  whom  a  tender  intercourfe  might  j^- 
4ttce  ^ 

^  Dumourie«  Unmaiksd,  p«  9t« 
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Hit  fitoi-    T>  EFORE  the  revolution  d*£glantine  was  a  poet  and 
uoii,         ±j  pigygr  -^  ai^^j  much  in  debt.     His  refidence  was 

a  garret,    and    his    whole    property    confifted   ia 

the  fhabby  furniture  of  his  apartment,  which  it  was 

one  of  his  fingularities  never  afterwards  to  part  with  '• 

He  wrote  a  comedy  in  three  ads,  in  verfe,  called 

Le  Collaieralj  ou  P Amour  et  PInterety  which   was 

««fh  May,  reprefented  at  the  Theatre  de  Mon/ieurj  but  was  not 

'7^9*         fuccefsfiil.     According  to  the  criticiiin  of  M.  de  la 

Harpe,  and  the  outline  he  has  drawn  of  the  plot, 

fentiments,  and  language,  it  did  not  deferve  fuc« 

ceIs^ 

•td  Feb.        The  revolution  did  not  immediately  confer  on  Fa- 

B  790-        bre  either  wealth  or  diftindion;  he  continued  his  lite- 

riout*'      rary  labours,and  produced  another  comedy  calledPifr/- 

writiogf .    llntej  which  was  alfo  in  verfe,  and  in  five  ads.     This 

piece,  the  principal  charader  of  which  is  taken  from 

M oliere,  and  intended  as  a  continuation  of  the  Mi- 

fanthrope,  is  much  praifed.     La  Harpe  commen4s 

it  as  a  judicious  and  fpirited  work.     The  plot  is 

ferious,  and  where  the  author  has  deviated  from  his 

model,  he  has  done  it  with  genius  and  judgment  *• 

»«th  Jan.    His  next  produ6tion  was  a  comedy  in  verfe,  in  two 

*^5'*        ads,  called  Le  Convalefcent  de  ^ualitc^  ou  PAriJto^ 

crate^  in  which,  as  may  be  expeded  from  the  tide, 

"  lPeltier*s  late  Pi6lare  of  Paris^  vol.  ii«  p.  «6^. 

s  Briflbt  a  fet  CommettanSy  p.  135.  Tableau  det  Prifons  fous 
KoLefpierre. 

y  Mercife  Frtir^nis  Lttferaire  <Iu  a6  Mai  I79a>  p*  90. 

9  Ibid,  du  16  Joillet  17919  p.  90.  See  alfo  Mift  Williams's  Let- 
teu  in  179^»  vol.  11.  p.  a6.     Cunipiiacy  of  Robefpierre,  p.  99. 
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all  the  faults  of  the  old  government,  all  the  preju- 
dices and  foibles  refulting  from  the  pride  of  birth, 
are  virulently  attacked  *.  At  the  fame  time  he  pro-  Scpt.i;^ u 
duced  another  in  five  afts,  called  U Intrigue  epijlolaire^ 
which  was  much  applauded,  and  had  coniiderable 
fuccefs  \ 

But  the  dramatic  mufe^  however  affiduoufly  or  Hit  dm. 
fuccefsfuUy  cultivated,  was  not  able  in  the  tumult  ^^^^* 
of  revolution  to  fecure  to  her  votary  either  fame  or 
profit.  Fabre  had  other  qualities  whith  promifed 
to  facilitate  his  progrefs  in  the  paths  of  wealth  and 
political  renown.  The  fpirit  of  intrigue  which  he 
difplayed  on  the  theatre,  was  his  own  charafteriftic 
in  life^.  He  was  fupple,  daftardly,  infinuating, 
cunning,  laborious ;  he  echped  the  fentiments  and 
flattered  the  paffions  of  his  fuperiors,  careful  in 
avoiding  offence,  and  careful  to  obtain  the  efteem  6f 
all  •*. .  With  thefe  requifites  he  commenced  flatterer 
of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  attached  himfelf  per- 
fonally  to  Danton.  Danton  introduced  him  to 
madame  Roland's  cabinet  parties,  and  recommended 
him  to  conduft,  jointly  with  Camille  DefmouUns 
and  Robert,  a  pofled  paper  called  Compte  rendu  au 
' Peuple  SowOerain.  This  publication  was  commenced 
and  carried  on  for  a  fhort  time,  but  the  parties 
having  received  the  fum  propofed,  it  was  difcon- 
tinued  *. 

Danton  made  him  one  of  his  fecretaries ;  in  which  «^  ^t' 
fituation  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  acquired  great  riches  M^^omtt 
previous  to,  and  during  the  maflfacres  of  the  pri-  fuddeniy 
foners.     He  was  alfo  one  of  the  council-general  df  "^*** 
the  commune  ^  and  among  the  firft  who  divided 
with  Danton,  aiid  Joined  Robefpierre's  party  againft 

*  Mercure  Fran^oit  Littenire  do  17  Scptembre  17911  p.  89. 
^  Ibid.  p.  105, 

«  Mift  WilUaiiH't  htiutt  in  1794,  i^oL  ii.  p.  16 • 
'  Sec  St.  Jnft*f  Report  of  )ift  March  1794. 

•  RoUod^t  AppeUy  vol.  i.  p.  S6.  S9. 

'  ScePdticr'tiaiftFiAim«f^ii,fol»u«p.  It*  »ts.4.Sft« 

Roland. 
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Roland  ^     He  now  lived  in  the  Rue  du  Thedtrt 
Franfais  in  a  (tyle  of  elegance  and  luxury,  and  ac* 
knowledged  himfelf  to  be  worth  twelve  thouikod 
livres  (s^sl*)  a-year\     As  he  polTeflfed  novifiblc 
means  of  attaining  fuch  a  fortune,  it  was  juftly  attri- 
buted to  his  having  ihared  in  the  plunder  of  the 
murdered  captives,  or  perhaps  of  the  jeweUofEce\ 
Member        Having  diftinguifhed  himfelf  at  the  Jacobm  club 
«iitjon!"  ^^  *  republican,    and  by  his  exertions  againft  la 
Fayette  *",  he  was,   by  Danton's  influence,  eleded 
member  of  the  convention  for  Paris.      During  ten 
months  he  was  not  confpicuous.     He  voted  with 
the  reft  of  his  party  on  the  trial  of  (he  king,  and 
recommended  death    in    four-and-twenty  hours  ^ 
He  was  marked  as  a  condant  opponent  of  Roland  " ; 
but  does  not  appear  to  have  aflifted  actively  in  the 
cxpulfidn  of 'the  Briffotines.     He  was  a  member  of 
the  committee  of  public  fafety,  and  of  the  com- 
>ft  Tcb,    mittee  of  public  inftru£tion*     At  the  beginning  of 
^79i*       the  war  with  England,  he  moved  that  an  Addrefs 
to  the  Britiih    nation,  againft  their    government, 
ihould  be  publiflied ;  and  that  the  perfons  and  pro* 
perty  of  Engliflimen  refiding  in  France,  and  fub- 
mitting  to  the  laws,  fliould  be  defended  and  pro* 
9tliOft.    teded:   but,  in  the  fame  year,   he  propofed  the 
meafure  of  arrefting  all  the  Englith,  and  other  fub* 
jeds  of  the  king  of  England,  .liien  in  the  Republic ". 
Frofeas  in     Fabrc  was  ambitious  to  be  efteemed  a  good  cecono- 
MThjan.  ^^^  ^^^  financier  ;  he  prefented  to  the  Convention 
a  plan,  of  confiderable  length,  for  fupplying  the 
army  with  neceflaries,  and  preventing  frauds:  it 
feems  well  adapted  to  a  revolutionary  government, 

t  Roland**  Appeal,  vol.  up.  9). 

^  Briflbt  a  fet  Commettans,  p.  135.  CoDfpinicj  of  Robefpien^ 
p.  isS. 

'  Roland*!  Appeal;  vol.  i.  p.  no. 

k  Confpinicy  of  Robefpkne^  p.  45.  Polidcal  State  of  Europe) 
vol.  ii.  p.  174.* 

1  Debates. 

n  Moore's  |oarnal>  vol.  ii.  p»  139*  •  Debttct* 

but 
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but  totally  inapplicable  to  a  regular  .fyftem^    He  alfo  sft  Ang» 
made  a  report  on  the  difcredit  of  aflignats ;  but  it 
ittrpafled  his  talents  to  prevent  that  calamity  '• 

He  was  an  aftive  member  of  the  club  of  Corde-  5th  oa. 
liers  **,  and  Ihewed  himfelf  worthy  of  their  efteem  ^^^^^* 
by  joining  earneftly  in  all  their  labours  for  the  ex-r  ^ictuijr. 
tirpation  of  religion.  One  principal  effort  towards 
this  was  the  formation  of  a  new  calendar,  of  which 
d' Eglantine  was  the  author,  and  which  took  place 
from  the  2  2d  of  September.  The  obvious  aim  of 
this  invention  was,  by  a  new  divifion  of  the  year^ 
by  the  abolition  of  weeks,  by  the  alteration  of 
months,  and  by  giving  new  names  to  the  days,  to 
obliterate  every  trace  of  Sundays,  Saints'  days,  ho- 
lidays, and  chriftian  feftivals.  The  year  was  divided 
into  twelve  equal  months  of  thirty  days^  which  were 
divided  into  decades,  or  periods  of  ten  days ;  each 
of  thefe  months  had  a  new  name;  fome  referring 
to  the  produce  of  the  earth  or  courfe  of  agricultural 
employment ;  as  Vendimiaire^  for  vintage ;  Mejftdor^ 
for  harveft;  Frudidor^  for  fruit;  Floreal^  for  flowers; 
others  to  the  weather ;  a$  Brumaire^  for  fogs ;  Ni^ 
^'ofe^  for  fnow,  &c.  Befides  the  name  allotted  to 
each  day,  denoting  its  ordinal  ilation  in  the  decade; 
^s  Primidi^  Duodi'^  &c.  each  had  another  appel- 
lative, derived  fFom  the  implements  of  huibandry^ 
the  produce  of  the  earth,-  or  the  animal  creation ; 
as  AppUj  Beet-root^  Goofe^  Plough^  Roller*  But  as 
thefe  twelve  months  only  occupied  three  hundred 
and  iixty  days,  the  remaining  five  in  the  common 
year,  and  fix  in  the  leap  year,  were  patched  on  at 
the  end,  and  denominated  «S^;2if2//b//^/fi/   The  tenth 

•  See  h»  Speech  at  length.  Robefpierre  a  fes  Coinmettant^  ToU  iu 
p.  26S. 

p  Debates. 

^  Louvet*s  Narrative,  p.  ^3. 

9  This  national  abfurdity  was  not  at  firft  prefented  complete  |  ^ 
committee  gave  for  numeral  names  of  days  Primi^  Bim,  Trijit  tec,  but 
the  galleries  hifTed  this  nurfery  nonfenfe,  ami  the  ^nCtnt  gjffftf  Jaijtn 
v^as  adopted  in  its  iiead.    See  Debates,  sSth  0^« 
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day,  or  end  of  c/ery  decade,  was  confidered  a  day  of 
tc  val,  and  devoted  to  lome  of  the  virtues,  rela- 
tions, or  accidents  of  life.  This  is  the  whole  of  that 
change  which  an  Enp^lilh  lady  extols  as  **  fo  pbih/o- 
phicalj  and  fo  pleafant  to  the  imagination,  that, 
amidft  the  languinary  meafures  of  thofe  days,  it 
**  fecmed  to  the  opprefled  heart  what  a  folitary  foot  of 
**  frefli  verdure  appears  to  the  eye  amidft  the  crag- 
**  ginefs  of  louring  rocks,  or  the  gloom  of  favage  de- 
**  ferts  •."  It  is  impoilible  to  afcertain  from  what 
fources  the  oppreffed  heart  may  derive  imaginary  re- 
lief, but  philofophy  does  not  delight  in  vain  fhew  or  un- 
neceflary  alteration ;  it  does  not  affed  a  (ingularity  at- 
tended with  no  poi&ble  ufe,  or  invade  the  eftabliflied 
forms  of  human  life,  without  the  pretence  of  ame- 
lioration, the  promife  of  either  pleafure  or  profit ; 
it  does  not  lend  its  aid  to  confecrate  the  prevailing 
folly  of  the  day,  at  the  expence  of  cuftom,  much 
lefs  of  reafon ;  it  judges  flowly,  and  avoids  the  levity 
of  premature  adoption ;  in  a  word,  philofophy  has 
nothing  to  do  with /ansculotidesy  decades y  beet-rooti, 
rollers,  or  geefe  '• 
Suppofed  It  has  been  aflerted  that  Fabre  materially  affifted 
•ffiftant^  Robefpierre  in  the  compofition  of  his  fpeeches  and 
writings  ;  the  fame  is  faid  of  Camille  Defmoulins ' ; 
but  thefe  accounts  muft  be  received  with  caution. 
They  are  improbable,  becaufe  the  ftyle  of  Defmou- 
lins was  extremely  carelefs;  and  d*Eglantine  re- 
quired a  judicious  friend  to  reform  his  own  diftion : 
the  works  of  Robefpierre  are  fuperior  in  wit,  fenti- 
ment,  and  language,  to  the  writings  of  his  fuppofed 
inftruftors.  The  ftyle  in  which  Fabre  lived,  and  the 
open  profligacy  with  which  he  fold  his  patronage ', 
may  perhaps  have  given  rife  to  this  report;  but  it  was 

^-  Mifi  Williams.     See  her  Letters  in  17949  vol.  i.  p.  20&. 
'  t  See  Kemaiks  on  the  Calendar  in  Pageti  vol*  ii.  p.  aSt*     Suite  de 
TBtaf  de  la  France,  p.  5S. 

<  Confpiracy  of  Robefpierre,  p.  99. 

s  Sec  Suicc  dc  Tfiuit  de  la  France,  p.  70. 
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a  part  of  Robefpierre's  prudence  not  to  prevent  pecu- 
lation in  his  inferioi;  agents, that  he  might,  at  pleafure, 
facrifice  them  to  his  revenge  or  convenience.     Fabre  t(k  April, 
vras,  however,  expofed  to  denunciations ;  Boileau  ^^• 
accufed  him  in  the  convention  of  having  propofed  ,""""*^  • 
the  reftoration  of  royalty ;  but'the  charge  was  evaded 
by  the  influence  of  his  party ''.     His  ftyle  of  living 

f)ointed  him  out  to  the  malice  of  his  brother  Corde- 
ier  Hebert,  who  attacked  him  in  his  journal,  called 
Le  Pire  Duchefney  as  an  enriched  patriot.     This  ,5ih  Mtr. 
offence  brought  Hebert  to  the  fcaflfold ;  but  Fabre  1794.. 
did  not  long  triumph  over  his  fallen  adverfary ;  foon  ^^'^•^•^* 
after  the  execution  of  Hebert,  he  was  himfelf  ar- 
retted, together  with  Chabot  and  feveral  others, 
and  confined,  firft  in  the  Luxemburg^  afterwards  in 
the  Conciergerie*.     In  prifon  he  behaved  with  the 
moft  efleminate    weaknefs;    his    health    was    im- 
paired, and  he  gave  way  to  unmanly  lamentations. 
Pride  prevented  his  making  the  lofs  of  life  the  ap- 
parent topic  of  his  regret ;   he  therefore  aflfefted 
concern  about  a  comedy  in  five  adts,  which  had 
been  feized  and  fent  to  the  committee  of  public  fafety,  ^^ 

and  of  which  he  was  apprehenfive  that  Billaud  de 
Varennes  would  aflume  the  credit  \  At  his  trial  he  5th  April, 
exhibited  the  fame  defpondency ;  not  even  the  Tried  and 
heroifm  of  Danton  could  animate  him.  In  the 
cart  he  evinced  the  fame  feeblenefs  of  chara6ter,  and 
died  like  a  mock  atheift,  without  courage  to  appeal 
to  an  offended  Deity  for  mercy,  without  the  frigid 
fdf-denial  which  a  total  difbelief  of  a  firft  caufe  and 
future  remuneration  may  impart. 

/  Debates*  «  New  Annual  Regifter  for  1794*  p.  3$**  S54* 

•  Memoii-ct  d'un    Detenu*    p.  76.      Mift   WiJliaini*t  Leiterf» 
to),  ii.  p.  17. 
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t^AVRAS  was  the  firft  viftim  of  popular  fary  vtho 
^  fell  by  the  mifguided  fword  of  the  law,  who 
was  murdered  with  the  formality  of  a  trial  ^  Soon 
after  the  revolution,  the  novelty  of  circumftances, 
and  the  extreme  anxiety  of  public  fufpicion,  gave 
rife  to  a  new  fpecies  of  imputed  crime,  called  kze 
tuttiortj  or  treafon  againft  the  nation  ;  and  number- 
lefs  acculations  and  denunciations  of  plots  and  con* 
fpiracies  were  brought  forward,  implicating  indivi- 
dual in  this  undefined  offence.  The  trial  of  fucb 
criminals  not  properly  appertaining  to  the  jurifdic- 
.lion  of  any  exifting  Court,  a  new  one  became  ne- 
ceflary,  and  the  Cbatelet  was  empowered  to  try 
offences  of  leze  nation.  Judges  were  appointed, 
and  a  committee  of  inquiry  chofen  from  mem- 
bers of  the  aflembly,  to  receive  informations. 
Ample  rewards  were  held  out  to  informers,  from 
one  hundred  to  a  thoufand  Lotus  d*Qrs.  As  the  crime 
was  not  fubjefted  to  any  precife  or  legal  definition, 
.and  the  charaders  or  fituations  of  the  informers  ne* 
ver  inquired  into,  the  prifons  were  filled  with  per* 
fons  dencfunced  on  the  depoiitions  of  fpies,  fervants, 
waiters,  foldiers,  and  the  mod  worthlefs  charaflers 
in  fociety.  Many  were  tried  and  acquitted,  from 
the  total  want  oi  evidence :  but  this  did  not  fadsfy 
the  people;  they  were  perfuaded  that  there  had 

^  The  principal  fafti  in  the  following  narrttive  are  taken  frons  the 
Impartial  Hiftory,  yol.  i.  p.  293  to  303.  Pag^s,  vol.  I.  p*  ty*  to 
St  I.    CpDJiuration  de  U'Odeaosi  voj.  ii.  p.  %j%  to  39a* 
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really  exifted  a  conrpiraqr  to  carry  off  the  king  to 
Met2,  and  were  aiudous  to  fee  fome  nobleman 
executed  as  an  accomplice  in  the  plot. 

M.  de  Favras.  who  is  faid  to  have  been  called  Hit  fita»* 
marquis  merely  by  courtefy  %  was  captain  of  dra-  {]^^  "* 
goons,  and  firft-lieutenant  of  Swifs  guards  in  the 
fervice  of  Monfieur,  which  he  quitted  in  1775. 
He  married  a  princefe  of  Anhalt  Sdiaamburg ;  and  tji$. 
being  endowed  by  nature  with  an  enterpriung  ge* 
ntus,  undertook  to  raife  a  regiment  for  the  party  in 
Holland  then  in  oppofition  to  the  Stadtholder; 
and  to  fulfil  this  plan,  entered  into  a  contract  witli 
a  procurer  of  recruits,  named  Tourcatv ;  but  the 
troubles  in  that  country  being  fupprefiea  by  the  in« 
terpofition  of  the  king  of  Ptuflia,  the  projed  was 
abandoned.  He  afterwards  turned  his  attention  to 
finance,  and  propofed  a  fcheme  for  liquidating  the 
national  debt;  but  while  this  fubjeffc  was  under 
confideration,  the  difturbances  taking  place  in  Bnu 
bant,  he  exerted  himfelf  on  behalf  of  the  in« 
furgents. 

hi  the  courfe  of  the  French  revolution,  he  dif*  Hit  at- 
played  a  decided  attachment  to  the  royal  intereft :  |*^^/^^^ 
he  refumed  the  white  cockade,  and  was  folidtous  king. 
to  obtain  from  the  minifter  the  means  of  repelling  s^h  oa, 
by  force  the  aflailants  of  the  palace  at  Verfailles.  '^''' 
llus  difpofition  pointed  him  out  to  the  rancour  of 
the  infurgents^  and  there  is  reaibn  to  believe  that  a 
moft  iniquitous  fubomation  was  employed  againft 
him. 

Tourcaty,  and  another  of  the  fame  profeffion  t5tii  Dcc. 
named  Morel,  both  men  of  infamous  chara&er,  <7t9- 
appeared   before  the  committee  of  inquiry,  and  ^^•^ 
depofed  that  Favras  had  communicated  to  them  a 
plan  to  effeft  a  counter-revolution,  and  employed 
them  to  raife  men  for  the  purpofe.    Hb  commu- 

*  Aofcdotct  da  Rffgttc  dt  L^uii  XVI.  toU  ti.  p.  444.. 
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Bicadon  was  ftatcd  to  be,  that  dicre  vas  at  Vcr- 
&21e»  a  ccrpi  of  twelve  Luadied  hoA,  who  were 
to  enter  Pzm  in  tluee  divifioiif ,  to  join  a  dctadi* 
mem  of  the  Swiis  guaids,  and  of  the  king's  guards, 
and   many  omfpiratcrs  from  die  proTinces,  who 
were  to  be  at  Paris  at  the  lame  time,  to  af&ffinate 
Keeker,  b  Fayette,  and  BaHly,  and  carry  off  the 
king   to  Peronne,  where  twenty  thouland  troops 
would    bciil  the   ftandard   of   coonrer-rerolutioiu 
That  F^vras,  under  pretence  of  taking  a  part  in  the 
troubles  of  Brabant,  was  in  treaty  for  twenty  thoo* 
land  Swifs,  tM^ehe  thouland  Germans,  and  twdtre 
thouiand  Sardinian  foldiers,  who,  joining  the  rcgi* 
menu  wliich  remained  bithful  to  the  king,  and  the 
recruits  to  be  railed,  would  form  an  aimy  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thcuiand  men,    which  fhould 
inarch  to  Paris  and  dilToIve  the  nadonal  a0embly« 
All  the  fund  he  pofiefTed  to  carry  this  extenfive 
fcheme  into  execution,  accordii^  to  the  depofition 
of  the  accufers,  was  a  hundred  Louis  d^arsj  which  he 
had  borrowed  from  a  nobleman.     This  ridiculous 
accuiation,  the  authors  of  which  deferved  the  pil- 
lory, was  deemed  a  fuffident  ground  for  the  appre* 
benfion  of  the  imfortunate  marquis,  who  was  the 
fame  day  taken  up  and  committed  to  the  Abbaye^ 
and  from  thence  afterwards  removed  to  the  prilbii 
of  the  Chatelet. 
Condua         Great  pains  were  taken  to  implicate  Monii^ir  in 
•f  Moo-    ii^g  charge ;  but  on  hearing  the  rumour,  he  went 
to  the  Hoiel'de-villej  and  declared  to  the  commane 
that  he  had  not  even  feen  Favras  fince  17759  when 
he  quilled  the  Swiis  guards :  he  acknowledged,  thai 
the  new  order  of  things  having  impeded  his  r^dpc^ 
of  money,  and  not  chooiing  to  apply  to  the  public 
treal'ury,  he  was  endeavouring  to  raife  a  fum  of  two 
millions  of  livres  (87,500  A) ;  that  Favras  had  been 
recommended  to  him  as  a  proper  perfon  to  negotiate 
the  fupply  J  that  he  had  accordingly  entrufted  the 

afiair 


afiair  to  his  management,  and  underftoo^  he  if^ 
in  treaty  with  Chiomd  and  Sertorius,  bar4;:er$,  fot' 
the  money ;  but  had  not  even  feen  him  on  the  buH- 
nef$«  The  candour  and  readinefs  of  thi$  ex- 
planation removed  all  fufpicion  from  the  prjnce, 
and  ought  to  have  operated  in  difcrec^iting  all 
teftimony  of  the  confpiracy  ;  but  that  was  not  th^ 
cafe. 

When  Favras  was  put  on  his  trial,  a  blood-thif  (ly;  9th  Feb« 
mob  endeavoured  by  clamour  to  influence  the  prq-  iL^fi'^^f 
ceedings;  but  they  were  reftrained  by  the  exertions  Favrat. 
of  la  Fayette«  It  is  not  eafy  to  reprefent  a  more 
interefting  figure  than  that  of  the  culptit  thus  ar- 
raigned. He  had  paiTed  the  brilliancy  of  youth, 
\nthout  having  declined  into  the  evening  of  hisr 
days ;  he  was  forty-fix  years  old ;  his  ftature  waa 
exalted)  his  figure  elegantly  proportioned,  and  his 
phyfiognomy  noble  and  prepofleiling ;  he  had  large 
black  eyes,  an  olive  complexion,  an  aquiline  nofe  ^ 
his  hair  was  mixed  with  white,  indicating  the  ap- 
proach of  age,  but  not  yet  abfolutely  grey :  he  waa 
modefl,  re^rved,  and  thoughtful,  pofleifed  a  culd- 
vatc^  mind,  and  a  great  (hare  of  eloquence.  He 
preferved  the  utmoft  calmnefs,  firmnefs,  and  deco- 
nmi,  in  the  courfe  of  his  defence.  He  reprefented, 
with  the  force  of  truth,  the  improbability  that  a  maa 
without  rank,  fortune,  fupport,  or  popularity,  with 
an  army  of  two  recruiters,  and  an  exchequer  of  a 
hundred  Louis  d*orsj  fhould  become  the  leader  of  an 
infurredion.  He  crofs-examined  the  two  informers 
in  a  manner  which  expofed  them  to  the  mofl:  pal- 
pable contradiAions.  A  frefh  witnefs  was  called, 
Chomel  the  banker  ;  who  ftated,  that  the  prifoner 
had  talked  to  him  of  a  plan  to  alTemble  an  army  on 
the  frontier  of  the  Netherlands,  under  pretence  of 
taking  a  part  in  the  troubles,  and  with  it  to  invade 
France,  to  reftore  the  parliaments,  and  all  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  old  government.  This  evi^ 
dence    (admitting  its  truth,  which  is  extremely 
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idoabtful)  amounted  to  no  more  don  a  converlation 
relating  to  a  prmeft  which  a  IpecnlatiTe  man  might  be 
fappotid^  in  ft  tmie  of  free  political  difcuffioo^  fode- 
fcant  on,  without  the  leaft  confideratkm  of  the  means 
of  esecoting  it,  and  without  eren  a  wifli  or  thought 
tending  to  its  fuccefs.  The  prilbner  denied  the 
charge,  and  required  leave  to  call  excusatory  evi- 
dence, which  was  refufed  ;  in  confequence  of  which 
he  entered  a  forcible  proteft  on  die  r^;ifters  againft 
this  barbarous  and  unjuft  refii&l.  It  is  not  pie- 
tended,  even  bv  democratic  writers,  diat  the  evidence 
tendered  was  niffident  to  warrant  the  condemnation 
of  Favras  *  i  the  apology  for  the  judges  muft  con- 
lign  them  to  eternal  in£any ;  they  txj  the  people 
required  a  viAim,  and  the  judges  were  forced  to  in- 
dulge their  ianguinary  difpofition«  Judges,  bora 
and  educated  in  a  land  ef  freedom,  or  worthy  to 
live  in  one,  would  have  aded  differently :  ^^  Fiat 
<^  juflitiaj  mat  Cttlum^*  would  have  burft  fpon- 
taneoufly  from  their  hearts,  and  ifllied  indignantly 
CondcmB-  jrom  their  lips.  The  judges  in  his  cafe  however 
^^^^^  pronounced  the  fentence  of  death,  and  the  amende 
honorable^  an  ignominious  penance  which  pre- 
cedes it. 
f Qrtit«(fe.  Thofe  who  were  eye-witnefies  of  his  condud 
from  the  time  of  his  condemnation  to  that  of  bis 
execution,  agree  that  greater  firmnefs,  vigour  of 
mind,  and  genuine  heroifm  were  never  difplayed« 
He  requefted  the  ai&ftaDce  of  the  abbe  Boflu,  curate 
of  Saint  Paul's,  to  perform  the  lad  offices  of  reli- 
gion, after  which  he  came  forth  with  ferenity  and 
i^tiiFeb.  dignified  cheerfulnefs.  At  three  o'clock  in  the 
Execution.  j^Qj-jjipg  on  the  day  when  his  fentence  was  to  be 
executed,  he  appeared  drefled  with  care  and  a  con- 
fiderable  (hare  of  elegance.    A  penitentiary  Ihirt 

4  Sec  Rabavd^s  Hi/^ory  of  the  RcTolution,  p.  176.  ImiuMtial 
Hiftory,  ul)i  riipr%«  PagcSi  fol*  M-  p*  355*  where  the  authgr  compares 
him  to  SiKiatet. 
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wzSj  agreeably  to  the  form  of  the  amende  honorable^ 

Eut  over  his  clothes  :  he  vras  placed  in  a  cart,  his 
ead  and  feet  bare,  a  lighted  torch  by  his  fide ;  on 
his  back  and  breaft  were  placed  labels,  infcribed, 
Canfplrator  azain/l  the  Jiate.  When  he  arrived  at 
the  church  of  N6tre  Dame,  he  took  the  order  for 
his  condemnation  from  the  clerk,  and  reading  it 
'with  an  unaltered  countenance,  lifted  up  his  eyes  to 
heaven,  protefted  his  innocence,  and  prayed  for  his 
murderers.  He  was  then  conduced  to  the  Hotel  de 
Ville^  where  he  diflated  a  long,  energetic,  and  elo- 
quent declaration  of  his  innocence,  and  explanation 
of  his  conduft :  he  difclaimed  every  inclination  to 
fubvert  the  new  order  of  things  ;  but  profeflfed  his 
refolution  to  die  faithful  to  the  fentiment  which  had 
always  animated  him,  hyalty  to  his  fovereign. 

At  eight  o'clock  he  recommenced  his  progrefs 
towards  the  place  of  execution.  The  ftreets  were 
ftrongly  guarded.  The  impreilion  made  by  his 
dignified  and  heroic  deportment  is  indefcribable. 
A  profound  filence  was  generally  obferved,  and  the 
fufferer  appeared  more  unconcerned  than  any  of  the 
fpeAators.  When  he  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the 
fcaffold,  the  good  abbe  Bofiu,  in  taking  leave  of 
his  penitent,  ndnted  in  his  arms  :  their  parts  were 
now  reverfed,  the  ghoftly  comforter  gave  way  to 
the  weaknefs  of  humanity,  and  received  from  the 
party  condemned  to  death  the  confoladons  and  en- 
couragements dra^oi  from  the  facred  (lores  of  Re- 
velation. When  he  was  on  the  top  of  the  ladder, 
he  (aid  with  a  loud  voice  ;  ^  Citizens,  I  die  inno- 
**  cent ;  pray,  prav  for  me  to  the  God  of  mercy."— ^ 
The  whole  multitude  preferved  an  awful  filence; 
the  executioner,  melting  into  tears,  feemed  to  forget 
his  ofiice,  till  Favras  required  him  to  do  his  duty, 
which  he  performed  with  manifeft  reluctance. 
After  hanging  the  ufual  time,  the  body  was  deli- 
vered to  his  friends.  The  intereft  excited  by  his 
deportmeot|  and  the  injuftice  of  his  fentonce,  gave 
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life  to  as  qnfminded  report  that- his  fife  was  £ive4 
by  means  of  braces  pafTed  under  his  arms,  which 
was  often  repeated  in  converfation  and  in  print  \ 

This  murder>  performed*  under  colour  of  law^ 
but  in  contempt  of  all  found  rules  of  juriTprudence 
and  reafon,  fint  opened  the  way  for  thofe  negle^ 
of  the  eftablifhed  forms  of  inculpation  and  evidence, 
which  facilitated  the  mock  trial  of  the  king^  and 
fubjefled  the  country  to  all  the  horrors  of  the  re* 
Yolutionary  tribunal. 

•  HiAory  of  the  Briflbtinet  by  Camilk  DdbQolint^  p.  65* 
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•Tp  H  E  femily  of  la  Fayette  is  of  great  antiquity  in  Ptmily. 
^  Auvergne,  and  has  produced  feveral  eminent 
^en.  It  is  traced  back  to  the  thirteenth  century.  The 
family  name  was  originally  Motier,  but  the  fourth 
generation  alTumed  the  addition  of  la  Fayette,  which 
was  borne  by  all  their  defcendants  ^ 

La  Fayette  was  heir  to  a  large  eftate,  and  in-  Marrict; 
creafed  his  property  and  influence  by  marrying  a 
lady  of  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Noailles^    At  an  Serves  la 
early  period  of  his  life,  the  American  revolution  America, 
commenced,  and  he  engaged  as  a  volunteer  in  tht 
caufe  of  the  colonifts.     His  conduA  evinced  fo 
much  ardour,  that  it  contributed  greatly  to  inflame 
the  minds  of  the  French,  and  induce  the  cabinet  of 
Verfailles  to  enter  into  hoftilities  agsdnfl:  England  ^. 

At  the  termination  of  the  war  la  Fayette  returned  Returns 
to  Paris  *,  with  a  great  reputation,  thoroughly  im-  ^  ^^^f 
bued  with  revolutionary  principles,  and  partial  to 
republican  government.  His  fpeech  to  congrefsy 
at  taking  his  final  departure,  contained  fuch  expreC* 
lions,  that  de  Vergennes  would  never  confent  to  its 
being  inferti^  in  the  French  gazette  *"•    In  Pans 

'  Di6iionnaire  de  la  NoblefTe^  par  M.  de  la  Cbenaye  Deftoiit 
'   f  Impartial  Hiftoryi  vol.  i.  p.  f6» 

^  Apologie  det  Projett,  ice,  p.  %t* 

^  As  it  19  not  my  intention  to  touch  on  the  Anoerican  war,  I  bavf 
omitted  particularizing  the  exploits  of  la  Fayette. 

k  Paints  Rights  of  Man»  Part  I.  p.  i6.  I  iMve  quoted  Pain  as  an 
authority  in  the  life  of  la  Fayette  only.  As  Pain  boafts  of  an  intK 
mate  acquaintance  with  him,  I  have  confidered  has  lufttrnatioii  as  en- 
titled to  fome  credit  in  thie  fingle  inftance. 

F  F  1  la 


43« 


Member 
of  poKci. 
ctl  cittbt. 


1787- 
Cgndua 
in  the 
sotabJet. 


la  FAYETTE. 

la  Fayette  kept  an  open  houfe,  which  was  fre- 
quented by  all  thofe  who  had  ferved  in  America, 
lus  ample  fortune  infured  the  attendance  of  nume- 
rous fycophants,  who  flattered  his  vanity  by  the 
moft  exaggerated  encomiums  ;  and  thofe  who'  had 
contributed  to  the  eftabliihment  of  American  inde- 
pendence, were  animated  bv  the  rehearfal  of  their 
exploits  and  the  difcuffion  or  their  principles^  to  de- 
fire  a  change  of  circumftances  in  France^  ydiich 
might  again  call  forth  their  exertions,  and  aflFord  an 
opportunity  of  difplayine  the  advantages  they  had 
derived  from  experience  • 

When  political  clubs  began  to  be  formed  in 
France,  la  Fayette  was  one  of  their  moft  active  ftip- 
porters.  He  was  a  member  of  the  fodety  of  arm 
des  noirs  ",  and  continued  fo  firmly  attached  to  thdr 
caufe,  that,  in  the  hdght  of  rebellion,  the  negroes 
made  vive  la  Fayette  the  burden  of  their  favourite 
fong  \  He  was  alfo  a  member  of  the  regulating 
committee  of  a  political  lodge  of  Philalethes  in 
Paris>  together  with  Condorcet,  Orleans,  and  many 
other  peribns  afterwards  confpicuous  in  the  revo- 
lution ^ 

In  the  afTembly  of  notables,  convoked  by  Ca- 
lonne,  la  Fayette  was  one  of  the  fefUon  over  which 
the  count  d'Artois  prefided,  and  which  the  public 
diftinguiihed  by  the  name  of  le  comti  det  Fr&ncs  \ 
As  he  was  a  violent  partifan  of  Necker,  he  neatly 
increafed  his  popularity  by  a  fpirited  oppofition  to 
Calonne,  and  by  reading  a  very  fbenuous  memorial 
againft  the  conduct  of  that  minifter^.  After  the 
cxpulfion  of  Calonne,  and  difiblution  of  the  nota^ 

>  Apologie  des  Projeu,  &c.  p.  »«.  The  Condu^  of  Franoe  to- 
wards Great  Britain  examined^  by  Mil«s>  p.  69* 

^  Bryan  Edwards's  Hiftory  of  St.  0omiDgQ»  p.  4-1  • 

■  Mercure  Franfots,  No.  du  5  Novembre  1791  • 

•  Robifoo's  Proofs  of  a  Confpiraqry  p.  403.  Menoires  da  Ja« 
cobinifme^  par  Bamiel,  vol«  ii.  p.  447. 

P  Anecdotes  du  Re^ne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol,  rU  p»  77* 

9  idem*  p.  89.    Pmd*s  Kights  of  MiDt  Part  I.  p.  96^ 
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Ueft,  la  Fayette  diftinguilhed  himfelf  m  BrittaHy  by 
an  oppofition  to  de  Brienne's  projed  of  a  cour  ple^^ 
niere^  which  induced  the  minifter  to  difcontinue  hia 
peniion  '• 

In  the  conftituent  aflembly,  la  Fayette  was  dif*     17X9. 
f ingoiihed  by  his  oppofition  to  the  court,  and  by  ^"  *ft?j^n| 
the  landion  ne  gave  to  all  meafures  which,  by  their  ^mblyr 
revolutionary  violence,  were  calculated  to  raife  him 
in  the  eftimation  of  the  people.    When  the.  conteft 
between  the  aflembly  and  the  court  was  at  its 
createft  height,  when  the  proceedings  of  the  fadtious 
had  induced  the  king  to  order  a  body  of  troops  to 
Paris,  and  the  aflembly,  fwayed  by  mtrigue,  made 
ftrenuous  exertions  againft  the  fovereign,  la  Fayette 
propofed  his  celebrated  declaration  of  the  rights  of  i'^'l/"!?* 
man.    This  compofition,  which  Robefpierre  juflly  n^^/* 
defcribes    as  a  colle£Uon  of  two  or  three   trite 
adages ',  was  publUhed  with  an  exhortation  to  the 
people,  of  mod  •  inflammatory  tendency,    though 
couched  in  a  ftyle  of  affefted  pnilanthropy  '•    When     Tjth^ 
the  change  of  miniftry  was  announced,  la  Fayette  v«c«-pwfr 
moved  that  the  refponfibility  of  the  new  mimfters   ^^  * 
ihould  be  decreed ;  a  meafure  obvioufly  calculated 
to  overawe  the  executive  government :  it  was  how* 
ever  complied  with,  and  the  archbifliop  of  Vienne, 
then  prefident  of  the  aflembly,  being  old  and  too 
infirm  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  a  long  fitting,  la  Fay« 
ette  was  appointed  vice-prefident,  wnich  was  the  fint 
nomination  to  that  office  ''• 

After  the  capture  of  the  BaitiUe,  %  national  guard  Fonnatioa 
of  the  citizens  of  Pirn  was  formed.    The  com-  ^i[^** 
mand  was  at  firft  given  to  the  marquis  de  la  Salle, 
who  held  it  merely  as  a  temporary  truft»  to  be  re- 

I*  Conyuration  de  d*Orleant»  vol.  {.  p.  if^. 

*  Dtitnttw  tie  la  Conftimtion,  p.  S57.  n* 

(  Mra.  Wolftoncnft*t  Hiftory  of  the  Revolntion^  p«  1741  &e.  Arc. 
Tlut  declaration  of  righta  it  fiud  to  have  cxcttcd  tn? y  ia  Mirabasu, 
Ibooch  fcreral  othen  had  been  prerioitfly  publiflMd. 

■  Pebaiei.    Hiftoriet. 
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figaed  m  bmut  of  the  duke  of  Orleans.  After 
three  days  however,  the  duke  not  having  teftified 
any  inclination  to  affume  the  important  command 
relerved  for  him,  a  new  general  was  recommend- 
ed'. La  Fayette  was  then  highly  popular  ;  a  ge- 
neral prepofleflion  in  his  favour  had  long  fubfifted, 
which  was  augmented  by  his  recent  conduft  in  the 
t5th  July,  aflembly.  He  was  one  of  the  members  fent  to 
Paris  the  day  after  the  capture  of  the  Baftille,  to 
allay  the  popular  ferment,  and  was,  on  the  enfuing 
day,  nominated  commandant-general  of  the  national 
guard.  It  is  aflerted,  that  ^n  accident  of  a  very 
trifling  nature  contributed  as  much  as  any  other 
circumftance  to  occafion  this  appointment.  The 
city  ftandards,  which  had  been  feized  by  the  mob 
on  the  1 3th,  were  placed  in  the  Hotel  de  villej  near 
the  general's  buft,  to  which  they  feemed  to  form  a 
kind  of  trophy.  One  of  his  friends  took  advantage 
of  the  incident  to  propofe  him*as  commander'. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  believe  that  fo  important  a  truft  was 
delegated  from  fo  trivial  a  motive,  and  without  any 
previous  arrangement.  La  Fayette  however  ac- 
cepted the  poft  without  hefitation:  he  drew  his 
fword,  and  lowered  the  point  in  token  of  acqnief- 
cence  and  gradtude  '•  The  next  day  afforded  him 
an  opportunity  of  difplaying  the  infolence  of  power 
newly  acquired.  The  'king  made  his  inaufpidous 
journey  to  Paris,  and  la  Fayette  prq>ared  thofe  in- 
fults  which  made  his  reception  fo  mortifying  and 
degrading,  by  preventing  the  gardes  du  corps  from 
entering  the  city,  and  forbidding  the  national  guard 
and  the  people  to  cry  Vive  le  rot '  i  His  eledion 
was  confirmed  by  the  king  ^. 

s  See  Orleans. 

r  Anecdotes  da  Regne  de  Loois  XVI.  roK  vi.  p,  409. 
s  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  ii.  p.  75.    Hittories. 
*  See  Memoirs  of  tbe  TBI  King,  &c.    Conjuration  de  d'OrkaiK, 
vol.  ii«  p.  Si. 
^  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  u  p.  144.* 
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La  Fayette  foon  experienced  the  pernicious  eSe^s  Exert* 

i>*      c  Iff 

of  his  own  maxim,  that  infurreSlion  is  the  mojifacred  \^^^l 
ef  duties^  by  the  difregard  with  which  the  mob  Fooloa. 
treated  him  m  the  murder  of  Foulon%  for  whom  he 

inter- 

<  The  fate  of  Foulon,  and  hit  fon-in  law  Bertribr  is  that 
related  by  the  eloquent  author  of  an  Addrefs  to  the  Friends  of  the 
People.    See  p.  49S.    "  An  old  man  of  the  name  of  M.  Foulon,  a 
**  counfellor  of  ftate,  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  connected  iti  fome 
'*  degree  with  the  ihort-livea  adnr'niftration  that  fucceeded  to  M* 
^'  Neckcrl     He  had  not  been  ))opular  formerly,  and  this  circnmdanct 
**  rendered  him  more  obnoxious  fttll.     Nothing,  hawever,  could  b« 
s'  found  as  a  matter  of  charge  againft  him  in  any  of  the  late  tranfac- 
'*  tions  \  but  it  was  at  laft  remeinbered,  for  the  purpofes  of  democratic 
*<  vengeance,  that  unoer  the  adminiftration  of  the  abbe  Terray  (the 
'<  famous  financier  of  Louis  XV.)  he  had  faid,  or  been  reported  to 
*<  (ay,  that  if  the  people  would  not  be  contented  to  eat  bread  at  a  cer« 
*<  tain  price,  they  ought  to  have  nothing  but  hay  given  them.    From 
^*  this  It  was  inferred,  that  had  he  obtained  power  now,  he  would  have 
**  reduced  the  people  to  this  diet,  and  his  death  was  therefore  decreed  I 
"  Warned  of  nis  danger  the  poor  old  man  had  fled;  concealing  him- 
*'  felf  in  a  friend's  houfc  at  a  fmatl  diftance  from  Paris.     He  wat 
'**  traced  by  their  blood  hounds,  and  foon  difcovered  and  feized.    He 
*'  was  conduced  to  Paris  by  the  mob,  loaded  with  facks  of  hay,  ao 
"  emblem  of  his  arcufation  and  of  his  puniihment.     Having  led  him 
'*  to  the  fktddtViUt^  where  judges  were  to  be  immediately  appointed 
"  for  his  trial,  an  immenfe  crowd  was  in  the  mean  time  gathered 
'*  around  the  P/tfrr  ^(T  GV-fvf.     It  was  continually  increafmg;  and  in  a 
*'  fhort  time  they  loudly  demanded  that  Foulon  fhould  inftantly  be 
*'  delivered  over  to  them  for  execution.    The  ittBari  of  Paris  came  to 
*'  the  multitude.     They  dared  not  to  defend  the  innocent  old  man  | 
''  but  they  befought  the  people  to  allow  him  to  be  fairly  tried.     They 
'*  rpoke  to  the  winds.  Tlien  M.  Bailly  came.    He  was  now  from  pre- 
"(ident  of  the  national   aflfemhly   become   mayor  of   Paris.      Hit 
'*  eloquence  and  authority  were  now  employed  equally  in  vain.     In 
**  the  mean  time  their  vi^im  heard  the  favage  cries  of  his  enemies} 
"  thofe  bowlings  of  murder  more  dreadful  than  death.     He  was 
'<  ferene  and  calm.     One  of  his  guards  faid,  "  You  are  not  moved^ 
«•  Sir  5  furely  you  are  innocent.*'—*^  Guilt  only,'*  he  replied,  •*  cai& 
'*  bedifconcerted."     At  five  in  the  afternoon^  the  committee  of  the 
'<  city  ele^kion  thought  the  people  might  he  prevailed  on  (fays  the 
*■  hinorian  whom  I  copy)  to  allow  him  to  be  carried  to  the  prifon  of' 
^'  the  Abbaye.      A  detachment  of  the  city  militia  was  ordered  for 
^*  this  purpofe*    M.  de  la  Fayette  now  arrived.    Even  he  durll  not 
"  ufe  his  authority;  even  in  the  beginnings  of  his  inglorious  general* 
**  (hip  he  knew  and  felt  he  had  no  (>ower ;  but  befides  ufuig  intreaties^ 
**'  he  employed  the  artifice  or  the  brutality  of  telling  the  people,  that 
<*  many  fecrets  regarding  the  machinations  of  the  court  might  be  dif- 
*'  covered     by  detaining    M.  Foulon    prifoner  infiead  of    inftantly 
*'  murdenng  him;  thus  feeding  their  favagenefs  by  the  hopes  of 
"  farther  viAims,  and  giving  troth  to  thofe  horrid  calumnies  which 
^  were  made  the  caufes  of  crime.    The  old  man  (it  was  fatd)  gave 
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interceded  and  exerted  himfelf  in  vam«     He  felt 
fo  much  indignation  on  the  fabjed  that  he  threat- 
ened 


**  marks  of  Iktitfadion  at  the  mention  of  being  committed  to  the  Ab* 
**  baye«  '  He  will  efcape  us  V  cried  ihe  people,  in  the  prefeoce  of 
'*  all  their  magiftrates,  of  their  mayor,  of  the  general  of  the  new  forces 
^  of  France  i  they  raife  a  fliout  of  fory»  break  through  the  guards, 
'<  mih  into  the  town-houfe,  drag  the  old  man  to  the  Luuerme^  which 
**  had  already  been  the  inftrument  of  To  many  murders.  The  coed 
«  broke  |  another  was  inftantly  found.  His  head  was  then  fereied 
<*  from  bis  body,  and  fixed  on  a  pike.  It  was  carried  in  proceflkm 
**  with  an  handful  of  draw  thruft  into  his  mouth.  His  body  was 
**  dragged  through  all  the  ftreets,  and  fufiered  every  indignity* 
**  Bailly  and  la  Fayette  faw  this  fcene  of  horror,  and  continued  to  be 
**  called  mayor  of  Paris  and  general  of  the  Panfian  army.-' 

**  The  intendant  of  Paris,  M*  Berthier,  was  married  to  this  old 
**  man*s  daughter.  He  alfo  had  been  obliged  to  quit  Paris  $  though 
<<  yrholly  guiitlefs  of  any  afl  of  oppreflion  or  wrong;  fo  much  guilt-» 
<*  lefs,  that  to  ftir  the  minds  of  the  people,  an  accufation  (at  whoft 
«  abfurdity  laughter  in  other  circumftances  could  not  have  been  re- 
**  (Irained)  was  made  againft  him,  of  having  ordered  tlie  com  to  be 
<«  cut  down  when  green  1  He  was  arrcfted  at  Coropiegne.  An  </«ffar 
«  of  the  city  of  Paris  was  fent  to  bring  him  thither.  On  the  road  he 
*<  was  frequently  compelled  to  come  out  of  the  carriage  and  fliew 
*<  himfelf  to  the  people,  who  infulted  him  as  he  went  along.  When 
<*  he  entered  Paris,  the  top  of  the  carriage  was  taken  off  that  he  might 
•<  be  fully  expofed  to  the  view  of  the  mob,  who  loaded  biro  with 
«  execrations  and  outrages.  A  numerous  guard  attended  him,  ac- 
^  companied  with  military  muficj  drums, colours,  every  thing  that  could 
•*  mark  a  triumph.  The  procelfion  was  witneiTed  by  all  Paris;  eveiy. 
«  door,  window,  and  balcony  was  filled.  M.  Berthier  ftill  maintained 
•<  the  utmoft  ferenity  \  tranquillity  was  iiainted  on  his  countenance* 
«(  But  the  proceilion  had  advanced  only  a.  little  way,  when  the  mangled 
<*  and  bloody  head  of  his  father-in-law  was  prefenied  to  him  fixed  on 
*<  a  pike.  They  had  juft  come  from  bis  muraer.  After  this  infernal 
**  a^,  he  was  led  to  the  tribunal  i  the  feat  of  equity,  (the  hiUc^ian 
**  calls  it^)  and  the  afylum  of  innocence  fp  fatal  to  guilt«  He 
*<anfwered  with  manlinefs  the  queftions  put  to  him.  They  bad  bis 
•*  papers,  he  faid,  and  thefe  papers  never  at  any  time  afterwards  diC 
*'  clofed  any  crime.  He  then  mentioned  that  he  had  not  for  two  days 
**  ihut  his  eyes,  and  requefted  that  he  might  be  allowed  fome  place 
<*  for  a  little  repofe. ,  Immediately  aroie  th^  ibouts  of  death.  The 
**  judges  fpoke  of  committing  him  prifoner  to  the  Abbaye.  He 
**  confented.  M*  Bailly  harangued  the  people }  he  tells  them  that  the 
**  priibner  cannot  be  convifted  but  hy  new  fafls,  and  that  the  utmoft 
<'  which  could  be  done  was  to  imprifon  him  for  trial.  This  was  moft 
**  glaring  injuftice  and  oppreflion  ;  and  for  which  M.  Baillv  in  % 
*'  free  government  muft  have  anfwered,  in  le^l  judgment,  by  hte 
**  perfon  and  fortune.  When  he  had  done  fpeakmg,  the  people  replied 
'*  to  him  with  their  yells.  The  prifoner  was  led  out.  Thouundr 
^  prefa  around  lum«  and  in  a  moment  )»H  daad*    Om  of  his  nnc- 
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ened  to  reiign,  but  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  retain 
his  command  ^ 

La  Fayette  had  now  acquired  an  importance  far  Chanc. 
exceeding  his  merits,  or  thofe  pretenfions  which  ^*^*J^* 
ordinary  circumftances  would  have  enabled  him  to 
advance.  His  fudden  elevation  inflamed  his  vanity 
to  a  dangerous  pitch.  At  the  head  of  a  revolutionary 
rabble,  ne  confidered  himfelf  at  the  fummit  of 
glory ;  the  leader  of  fophifts,  he  deemed  himfelf  a 
phiiofopher ;  and  the  acclamation  of  the  lowed  po-* 
pulace  led  him  to  fancy  himfelf  a  fecond  Waflung- 
ton  \  The  charader  of  Walhington  was  a  favourite 
objeft  of  his  imitation ;  but  he  was  not  qualified  to 
fucceed  in  forming  a  parallel  ^  He  is  reptefented 
as  a  man  of  inordinate  ambition,  without '  either 
genius  or  energy ;  capable  of  meditating  the  pro- 
foundeft  crimes,  yet  defirous  of  prefervmg  an  ap- 
pearance of  probity ' ;  affefting  extraordinary  fub- 
dlty,  yet  deficient  in  experience  and  underftanding  ^« 
Ever  inferior  to  the  projects  he  had  formed;  tremu- 
lous and  hefitating' ;  a  man  of  half  charader  and 
half  talents,  in  whom  the  timid  circumfpedion  of 
uncertainty  was  taken  for  modefty ;  whofe  art  con- 
/ifled  in  obtaining  credit  for  more  abilities  than  he 
poflefled,  and  in  taking  advantage  of  circumflances 
which  he  could  not  command  ^.     He  is  allowed  to 


•rf-^ 


f  deieri  throft  in  his  hand  and  tore  out  his  palpitating  heart.  It  was 
•*  a  civic  ibldier*  This  heart,  ftill  warm  and  beattog,  was  carried  tq 
**  the  tribunal  and  prefented  to  his  judges.  It  was  then  fixed  on  th« 
s<  point  of  a  dagger  ^  while  the  )>o(ly  was  dragged  and  da/hed  t^ 
s<  piece!  on  the  pavement^  pierced  through  and  through  with  pikes« 
Si  At  laftp  in  a  cavern,  his  fle(h  and  heart  minced  into  moriels  was 
s«  teffed  in  their  ^inc  and  greedily  devoured.  This  happened  in  t)i^ 
««  Rile  St.  Honor6.**  * 

^  Hiilorical  Sketch,  p.  191* 

•  Memotres  dif  Jacobinifme^  par  BarrueT»  vol.  ii.  p.  449. 

i  Boailll*s  Memoirs,  p.  164.    Life  of  Dumouriez,  voJ*  iia  p*  %$0 

$  Bouilll*s  Memoirs,  p.  104.  iif . 

^  Ltfeof  Dumouries,  vol.  ti.  p.  86. 

I  Apologie  des  Projets,  &c.  p.  iS6. 

^  MeccuftFraiifoisi  No«  du  31  Awit  i79«. 
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poflefs  Tittue,  knowledge,  and  -coolnefs ' ;  but 
principal  errors  originated  from  a  want  of  fixed 
principles,    an  over-weening   ambition,   and    pre- 
fuitiptuous  vanity,  which,    m  the  day  of  his  pro- 
fperity  and  popularity,  was  carried  to  fuch  an  ezcefs, 
that  he  was  heard  to  obferve,  *<  I  have  made  one 
^*  revolution  in  America;    when  I  have  finiflied 
^*  this  in  France,  I  will  go  and  make  a  third  at 
♦*  Rome"." 
Hated  bj       Though  Orleans  had  connived  at,  and  even  con- 
Orleans,    fented  to  the  nomination  of  la  Fayette  to  be  com- 
mandant of  the  national  guard,  yet,  after  his  appoint- 
ment, the  duke  fpeedily  conceived  a  difguft  againft 
him,  which  afterwards  amounted  to  the  moil  ran- 
corous antipathy".     La  Fayette  was  a  flrenuous 
partifan  of  Necker,  whom  he  had  received  at  his 
return  to  Paris  with  a  degree  of  warmth  highly  dif- 
pleafing  to  Orleans  \    The  pains  taken  by  la  Fayette 
to  organize  the  national  guard,  fo  as  to  prevent,  in 
a  certain  degree,  future  infurredtions  and  itiurders, 
thwarted  the  views  of  the  duke;  and  his  iktellites 
"were  employed  to  deftroy  his  popularity,  and  render 
him  contemptible.     Marat  commenced  a  vhnlent 
attack  in  his  Journal,  which  inflamed  the  choler  of 
the  hero  of  the  two  worlds  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  he 
marched  an  army  of  fix  thoufand  men  againft  this 
contemptible  adverfary.     They  blockaded   all  the 
avenues  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Marat's  dwellingi 
by  pointing  cannon  down  the  ftreets  ;  bot  Danton 
took  the  little  incendiary  under  his  protection,  and 

1  Life  of  Dumouries,  vol.  ii.  p.  S6.  La  Fayette^t  knowledge  and 
coolnei's  may  lie  much  better  appreciated  by  iuch  a  judge  as  Dumon- 
titz,  than  hit  vinue*.  His  claim  to  eulogium  on  that  fcore  is^  at  leai^i 
doubtful. 

*  Conjuration  ded*Orleans»  vol.  iii.  p.  64. 
B  Idem,  vol.  ii.  p.  75* 

•  Bouilie*s  Memoirs,  d.  S6.  Hiftories.  The  Clob  of  female 
•oliticianS}  of  which  Nec1cer*s  daughter  and  la  Fayette's  wife  were 

e   leading  members,  contributed  to  cement  this  attachment  j    Neckcr 
i"^  ftill  fpeaks  in  the  highell  terms  of  kit  friend*    Set  On  the  Revplati«D| 
fol.  i.  p«  35s.  n. 
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fXtftti  hlmfelf  with  fuch  effeft,  that  la  Fayette  wai 
compelled  to  relinquiih  further  proceedings  ^ 
^out  the  fame  time.  Saint  Huruge,  inftigated  by 
Orleans,  made  daily  harangues  againld  la  Fayette  in 
the  garden  of  the  Palais  Royal.  To  reprefs  thefe 
exertions,  the  gei^eral  had  recourfe  to  the  following 
expedient :  One  evening  at  fix  o'clock^  amied  de- 
tachments of  the  national  guard  entered  at  all  the 
doors  of  the  garden,  and  ruflied  forward  to  difperfe 
^ery  group  in  which  there  was  an  oraton  The 
awkwardnefs  of  their  evolutions  excited  ihouts  of 
deriilon ;  their  confufion  increafed,  till  at  length,  on 
the  motion  of  one  of  the  orators,  a  general  hifs  pre- 
vailed.  After  much  difficulty  the  military  party  fuc- 
eeeded  in  taking  St.  Huruge  and  a  baron  Tinot  pri- 
foners ;  but  the  mob  foon  obtained  their  releafe  '^. 

The  prevalence  of  the  Orleans'  faftion  became  s^h  and 
fo.  decided  and  obvious,  that  apprehenlions  were  en*  ^^^l 
tertained  that  la  Fayette  would  be  facrificed  in  the  ette^t  dan. 
infiirreftion  of  the  5th  of  Odtober.     When  the  mob  f^J,j"i 
of  Fdjfardes^  headed  by  Maillard,  were  departed  for 
Verfailles,  the  Parifian  armed  forge  aflembled  on 
the  Flace  de  la  Greve*     The  gi-devant  gardes  Fran* 
^aifes^  who  were  all  incorporated  with  the  national 
guard,  and  ftill  retained  their  mutinous  difpofitions, 
and  obedience  to  the  agents  of  Orleans^  infifled  the 
commune  fhould  meet,  and  the  armed  force  proceed 
to  Verfailles.     La  Fayette,  as  his  duty  required,  fent 
off  difpatches  to  the  minifters,  informing  them  of 
the  critical  ftate  of  aflPairs.     While  he  was  thus  oc- 
cupied, a  deputation  of  grenadiers  entered,  and  told 
him,  in  a  fet  fpeech,  obvioufly  didated  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  **  That  the  government  were  traitors  to  the 
^^  country ;  that  they  would,  in  no  cafe,  ufe  their 
**  bayonets  againfl  women,  who  merely  went  to  aik 
^  for  bread ;  and  that  if  the  king  was  incapable  of 

F  See  Marat  and  Dakton. 

%  Conjuraiioo  de  d'Oritantj  toL  ii.  p.  158* 
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"  bearing  the  burden  of  monarchy,  they  would  de- 
**  pofe  him^  crown  bis  fotiy  and  name  a  council  (f 
**  regency.^*  They  alfo  exprefled  a  refolution  to 
deftroy  the  regiment  de  Flandres^  and  the  gardes^U" 
corpSj  who  had  difgraced  the  national  cockade.  La 
Fayette  attempted  to  expodulate,  but  in  vain.  The 
party  were  determined;  the  orator  had  made  hi$ 
fpeech,  and  they  would  not  riik  a  diminution  of  its 
effect  To  the  general's  remonftrances  they  returned 
ihort  anfwerSy  that  they  were  ready  to  fhed  their 
blood  for  him,  as  they  believed  he  was  not  a  traitor ; 
but  that  the  people  were  wretched,  and  infifted  that 
the  king  fhould  be  brought  to  Paris ;  that  fuch  was 
the  will  of  the  people,  and  it  muft  be  obeyed.  The 
general,  obfervine  that  his  eloquence  had  no  eSeft  on 
this  deputation,  harangued  the  body  of  the  military, 
but  with  no  better  fuccefs;  they  would  not  hear 
him)  his  voice  was  drowned  in  rdterated  cries  of 
Bread!  bread!  To  Vet  failles  !  To  Verf allies !  The 
fame  reception  awaited  Bailly,  who  joined  his  efforts 
to  thofe  of  la  Fayette.  Driven  to  this  extremity, 
the  general  at  length  faid  he  would  lead  the  armed 
force  to  Veriailles,  if  the  committee  of  the  commune 
would  give  orders  for  that  purpofe.  Their  delibera- 
tion  on  the  fubjeA  was  long ;  and  the  people  began 
to  think  their  own  fovereignty  flighted.  An  innu- 
merable mob  ruflied  from  the  fuburbs,  and  mingled 
with  the  cries  of  Bread,  and  to  Veriailles,  menacing 
exclamations  againft  the  general,  who  then  became 
fenfible  of  the  dangers  of  his  fituation,  as  well  as  of 
thofe  which  threatened  the  government.  At  lengdi 
the  order  of  the  commune  arrived ;  he  gave  the 
word  of  command  to  march;  and  at  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  this  motley  band,  confiding 
of  eight  hundred  foot,  armed  with  guns  and  pikes, 
three  companies  of  grenadiers,  and  one  of  fufileers, 
with  three  field-pieces,  and  national  guards,  and  a 
CQllefbon  of  vagabonds  from  the  dregs  of  the  fub- 

3  vrbs, 


nibs,  to  the  number  of  twenty  thouiaiid^  rufbed 
forwards  for  Verfailles. 

On  their  arrival  near  Montreuil,  la  Fayette,  hoping 
that,  at  a  diftance  from  the  capital,  his  influence 
XKTould  be  lefs  counteradled,  ordered  that  the  troop$ 
fliould  take  an  oath  to  refped  the  habitation  of  the 
king.  It  ig  probable,  however,  that  this  oath  met 
witn  fome  rehftance^  as  it  was  not  generally  taken ; 
and  to  fome  of  the  battalions  was  not  even  men<« 
tioned. 

La  Fayette  and  his  army  arrived  at  Verfailles  a 
little  before  midnight  The  aflfembly  had  adjourned, 
but  were  fummoned  to  return  to  their  hall.  The 
mob,  notwithftanding  the  inceflant  rain,  had  never 
defifted  from  attacking  the  gardes-du-corps*  The 
ibldiers  who  came  with  la  Fayette  manifefted  the 
moil  fanguinary  difpoiitions,  fwearing  that  they 
would  kill  the  queen,  depofe  the  king,  and  make 
the  duke  of  Orleans  regent,  for  he  would  give  them 
bread.  La  Fayette  waited  on  the  king,  with  whom 
he  had  a  long  conference ;  at  the  end  of  which  he 
came  out,  apparently  well  fatisfied,  and  told  feveral 
of  the  gardis^du'Corps  that  every  thing  was  fettled ; 
that  the  qUdevant  gardes  Franfoifes  were  to  take 
their  place,  and  they  were  to  aifume  the  na<* 
tionsd  cockade  on  the  morrow.  The  gardes  Fran* 
faifes^  in-fad,  immediately  took  poffeifion  of  all  the 
peak  of  the  palace,  and  drew  up  in  the  Caur  des 
Mini/ires.  At  the  time  la  Fayette  left  the  king,  he 
told  him  that  thefe  arrangements  being  made,  every 
thing  would  remain  quiet }  he  added,  that  to  con« 
vince  the  army  from  Paris  that  no  fufpidon  was  en- 
tertained of  their  conduA,  the  gardes-du-^orps  fhould 
retire,  and  every  one  in  the  palace  go  peaceably  to 
reft :  he  folemnly  engau^ed  that  he  had  taken  ftich 
meafures  as  would  effefhially  preferve  the  public 
peace.  From  the  palace,  ia  Fayette  went  to  the 
national  aflembly,  where  he  advifed  the  prefident  to 
^joum  th^  fitting,  rep«atii]|^  the  afluiances  he  had 
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nade  to  the  king.  Mounier  believed  him ;  and  the 
aflembly  adjourned.  The  reft  of  the  foldiery,  not 
immediately  employed  in  the  protedion  of  the  pa- 
lace, difperfed  themlelves  in  the  coffee-houfes,  the 
public  buildings,  or  wherever  they  could  obtain  reft 
and  Ihelter.  The  general  having  been  his  romnk, 
and  feen  all  things  quiet,  retired  alfo  to  reft* 

It  is  not  poifible  to  pafs  over  thefe  afts  of  la 
Fayette  without  animadverfion.  That  he  fliould 
leave  the  royal  family  at  night,  under  the  prote£doQ 
q(  thofe  foldiers  who  had  fhewn  fo  ftrong  a  propen- 
fity  to  mutiny  in  the  morning,  is  furprifing ;  but 
this  may,  in  fome  meafure,  be  accounted  for  by 
allowing  for  his  vanity,  fuggefting  that  his  perfonal 
influence  had  overcome  their  evil  difpofidons,  and 
.the  confidence  he  placed  in  the  renewed  oath  of 
loyalty  which  he  induced  them  to  take  as  foon  as 
they  entered  Verfailles.  His  advifing  the  adjourn- 
ment  of  the  aflembly  was  a  great  error,  as  it  afforded 
the  confpirators,  in  the  intereft  of  Orleans,  an  op- 
portunity of  re-arranging  their  plans  of  fedition^ 
and  providing  for  the  execution  of  them*  But 
what  defence  can  be  made  for  him,  the  general  of 
fuch  an  army,  retiring  quietly  to  reft'  on  fuch  a 
night !  No  appearance  of  tranquillity ;  no  faith  in 
oaths  is  fuflicient  to  apologife  or  even  account  for 
it. — ^The  r^^afons  of  his  conduft  are  thus  given: 
The  confpirators  had  difperfed  themfelves,  inmie- 
diately  after  the  rifmg  of  the  aflembly,  fome  amongft 
the  foldiers  and  people,  whom  they  inflamed  by  the 
moft  atrocious  untruths  againft  the  royal  family. 
Some  went  to  the  coffee-houfes,  whither  the  na- 
tional guard  had  retired,  and  performed  the  fame 
tafl(,  plying  them  well  with  liquor.  A  third  party 
formed  a  council  with  the  duke,  where  it  was 
agreed  to  murder  the  king  and  queen,  la  Fayette, 
and  d'Eftaing,  commandant  of  the  national  guard 
at  Verfailles.  This  arrangement  was  communicated 
%Q  thpfe  Yfho  were  to  put  it  in  execution }  but  ai 
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thefe  were  many  in  number,  and  fome  of  them 
intoxicated,  la  Fayette  heard  it  mentioned  as  he 
was  going  his  rounds.  Senfible  that  in  fuch  a  crifis 
he  could  do  4iothing  to  prevent  the  cataftrophe  in- 
tended, he  went  to  the  hotel  of  the  prince  de  Poix, 
and  pretended  to  retire  to  fleep. 

Whatever  errors  or  crimes  may  be  imputed  to  la 
Fayette,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fuppofe  him  guilty  of  a 
weaknefs  fo  inexcufable  as  that  of  abandoning  his 
duty  merely  to  indulge  a  momentary  felf-gratifica- 
tion.  He  would  not,  for  that,  have  encountered 
the  laconic  but  expreflive  reproach  of  the  king  ; 
**  Sir,  in  your  place  I  would  not  have  flept  ;'*  nor 
incurred  the  nick-name  of  General  Morpheus  \ 
It  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofed  that  la  Fayette  could 
fleep  during  the  confuflon  which  prevailed  through- 
cut  Verfailles ;  or  that  he  (hould  wake  and  exert 
himfelf  at  a  moment  fo  critical  as  he  did.  While 
the  uproar  in  the  palace  was  at  the  higheft,  and  the 
flaughterof  the  ^ardes-du-corps  was  proceeding,  he 
was  in  bed  ;  but  when  the  heroic  behaviour  of  the 
gardes-du^orps  had  made  fo  fevourable  an  impreflion. 
on  the  ci-devant  gardes  Frartfaifes  as  to  incline  them 
to  mercy,  then,  at  eleven  o'clock,  la  Fayette  ap-^ 
peared  on  his  white  charger,  affifted  in  refcuing  the 
intended  viAims,  and  reftoring  order.  Yet  *  he 
could  not  prevent  the  infults  which  the  king  fuftained 
from  the  mob  during  his  journey  to  Paris ;  or  the 
difgraceful  fpeftacle  of  the  heads  of  two  gardes-du- 
€orps  carried  on  pikes,  which  formed  part  of  the 

'  Pagisi  vol.  u  p.  157.  483-  The  obfervation  of  the  princefs 
Slizabeth  on  the  fame  fuhjfc^  wat  no  lef*  pointed.  La  Fayette  la- 
mented the  departure  of  the  king*8  aunts,  and  when  the  princel's  jufti. 
lied  them  by  alleging  that  there  was  no  other  way  of  infuring  iheir 
|kfcfy>  la  Fayette  laid,  '*  I  would  have  been  reiponfible  for  them,** 
<<  Perhaps  fo/*  replied  the  princeft,  '<  but  who  would  have  been  re- 
**  fponfible  far  you  \  who  knows  but  you  might  have  had  «fi»pyfit*^ 
X>«rnier*s  Regicides. 
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proceffion,    and   during    two  days   difgraced  the 
capital '. 

La  Fayette,  though  invefted  with  the  important 
command  of  the  national  guard,  now  found  the 
Orleans*  party  much  fuperior  to  him  in  influence. 
He  poffeffed  fo  little  energy  of  charafter,  that  he 
dared  not  ri(k  a  conteft  with  the  duke,  but  enter- 
tained thoughts  of  terrifying  or  bribing  him.  He 
was,  however,  prevailed  oa  not  to  attempt  either  of 
thefe  meafures;  but,  by  a  direct  application,  to 
compel  his  rival  to  quit  the  country.  This  he 
fpeedily  effefted  *. 

The  advantage  thus  acquired,  the  cuftody  of  the 
king's  perfon,  the  command  of  the  militia^  together 
with  his  influence  in  the  army  and  in  the  provinces, 
rendered  la  Fayette  fovereign  of  Paris,  and  enabled 
him  to  difpofe  of  the  aflfembly  as  he  thought  proper". 
He  ftrengthened  his  power  by  obtaining  from  the  le- 
giflature  a  decree  eftablifhing  a  martial  law,  in  fome 
mqafure  fimilar  to  the  Riot  A£t  in  England.  The 
fignal  under  which  the  troops  were  to  adt  in  repelling 
fedition,  was  the  difplay  of  a  red  flag.  La  Fayette, 
as  foon  as  the  decree  was  paffed,  made  hafle  to  ex* 
hibit  a  red  flag  at  the  windows  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville^ 
with  the  oflentatious  delight  of  a  child  who  has  ob< 
tained  a  new  toy  '• 

Although  armed  with  powers  fo  extenfive,  la 
Fayette  was  not  capable  of  forming  projefts  of  pro- 
portionate magnitude,  or  of  giving  fuch  a  bias  to 
the  revolution  as  would  have  rendered  it  ufeful  to 
the  people,  without  detriment  to  the  exifting  go- 
vernment*   His  favourite  plan  was  the  eftablifhmenc 


•  SeeTHE  KiNG»  &c.  ORLEANS.  Hiftories.  Anecdotes  du  R^c 
cle  Louis  XVI.  ¥01.  vi.  p.  4«4..  4.31*  ^/loore^s  View,  vol.  i.  p.  44-* 
vol.  ii.  11.15  to  at.  Conjuration  de  d*Orieans,  voK  ii*  p«i9J^^ 
939.  163. 171.  278. 

<  Kouilie's  Memoirs^  p.  114.    See  Orleans. 

*  Bouille*e  Memoirs,  p.  98, 

<  liiltoj'ies.    Corijuiation  de  d^Orleass^  vol.  h.  p.  339.  34S* 
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of  a  democratical  monarchy,  with  two  houfes  of 
legiflature;  but  his  notions  were  fo  confufed  and 
indeterminate,  that  many  perfons  confidered  him  a 
decided  republican,  and  expreffed  furprife  wheu 
he  afterwards  declared  his  attachment  to  royaky  ^. 
This  opinion  was  renderisd  more  probable  by  his 
brutal  treatment  of  the  king  and  queen,  and  by  his 
unceafing  perfecution  of  the  royalifts,  while,  from 
want  of  vigour  or  want  of  difcernment,  he  ufed  no 
exertions  againft  his  more  formidable  opponents, 
the  Jacobins ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  ufed  every 
effort  to  fupprefs  the  clubs  which  were  formed  to 
counteraft  the  influence  of  that  fociety  *•  La  Fay-  4th  Feb; 
ette  was  one  of  the  moft  ftrenuous  promoters  of  ^^^^* 
the  king*s  vifit  to  the  affembly,  when  he  made  that 
imprudent  declaration  of  his  defire  to  promote  the 
revolution,  which  difconcerted  all  the  views  of  his 
faithful  adherents  \ 

During  the  abfence  of  Orleans,  la  Fayette  made  Hi*  weak* 
fo  little  ufe  of  the  advantages  with  which  he  was  "^^'• 
invefted  by  his  fituation,  that  no  meritorious  or  con- 
fpicuous  action  ftands  recorded,  except  his  exertions 
to  aflift  Baiily  in  fupplying  the  capital  with  bread, 
and  his  efforts  to  introduce  difcipline  and  order 
among  the  national  guards.  In  this  point  he  was 
actuated  rather  by  ambitious  than  by  patriotic  mo- 
tives, as  he  affefted  to  attach  the  foldiers  under  him 
to  his  own  perfon,  and  for  that  reafon  preferred  the 
Bourgeoifie  to  the  regular  military  ^. 

But  if  la  Fayette  had  ever  digefted  a  ferious  pro-  His  coni 
je£l  either  of  private  ambition  or  public  utility,  it  ^^°* 
w^as  fruftrated  by  his  own  levity  and  inconfiderate-  Orleant. 
nefs*    He  knew  and  appreciated  the  fuperior  in- 

T  6ouiII^*s  Memoirs,  p.  127.      BriiToba  fcs  Commrftans,  p.  17^, 
X«ouvet*$  Narrative^  p.  6.      Appcl  a  riinpartiale  Polttriie,  vol.  ii. 

2    BouiiU^s  Memoirs^  p.  z p.  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  $• 

*  See  THE  King,  &c.     Arthur  Youn^'i  Travels,  p.  275. 

*  Arthur  Youn^**  Travels,  p,  z7a. 
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fluence  of  Orleans,  and  had  even  exceeded  the, 
bounds  which  his  own  hefitarive  prudence  prefcribed 
in  enforcing  his  departure  from  France,  yet,  in  con- 
jun6lion  with  Bailly,  he  invented  that  abfurd  feftival 
which  afFordcd  the  duke  an  opportunity  of  return- 
ing to  Paris.  When  la  Fayette  was  apprifed  of  the 
duke's  intention,  he  a£ted  in  a  manner  which  dif- 
played  want  of  judgment  and  energy.  He  fent  one 
of  his  own  aides-de-camp^  named  Boinville,  to  Lon- 
don, with  a  commiffion  to  engage  the  French  am- 
balTador  to  infift  that  Orleans  fhould  not  return  to 
France.  The  duke  had  fagacity  enough  to  difcern 
the  advantage  he  might  derive  from  this  imprudent 
meafure ;  and  having  prevailed  on  the  ambailador 
and  Boinville  to  commit  their  requifition  to  writing, 
and  fign  it,  made  immediate  application  to  the  a£ 
«tb  July,  fembly  to  fanftion  his  return  ^.  La  Fayette  did  not 
oppofe  the  motion,  but  entered  into  a  brief  and  un- 
fatisfaftory  explanation  of  the  reafons  which  in* 
duced  him  to  enforce  the  duke's  abfence,  reafons 
which,  he  faid,  ilill  exifted,  though  he  entertained 
no  apprehenfions  for  the  public  faiety  **• 
Feden*  While  the  ceremony  was  in  preparation,  la  Fay- 

tion.  ette  fet  ^n  example  ot  violence  and  pueriBly  highly 
indecorous  and  difgraceful.  He  was  a  flrenuous 
advocate  for  the  abolition  of  nobility,  and  the  fup- 
preflion  of  all  titles  and  diftin6Uons  ^.  He  func- 
tioned all  the  outrages  conmiitted  by  the  mob,  who 
broke  into  the  monafteries  and  convents,  and  com- 
pelled the  monks  and  nuns  to  abandon  the  retreats 
in  which  they  had  fwom  to  feclude  themfelves,  in 

<  Conjuration  de  d*Or]esins,To1.  iii«  p.  si*    Se^  Orleans. 

^  Debatrt.  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  ^%^  Impartia) 
Hirtory,  vol.  i.  p.  )5S.     Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  155. 

«  See  Debates.  Iitipartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  34.7.  Hiflorical  Skefdi, 
p.  183.  It  is  a  remarkable  faft  that  none  of  the  advocates  for  the 
abolition  of  titles  abandoned  their  own  nmi  dt  tan  to  refume  their 
family  appellative.  La  Fayette  never  calltd  himfelf  Mi(i<r.  CmdrtH 
•never  took  on  himfelf  \he  n^me  Caritat,  nor  did  9/Sitaheau  aflame  ibat 
•f  JUfttetti,  or  Arrighette  which  had  belonged  to  bis  anceftors. 
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order  to  work  in  the  Champ  de  Mars.  He  was  a 
tranquil  fpeftator,'or  rather  aftive  promoter,  of 
the  licentious  proceedings  of  the  populace ;  and 
joined  them  in  the  famous  fong,  Ca  Ira^  where 
he  was  moft  ridiculoufly  flattered,  and  where  all' 
ariftocrats  were  fentenced  a  la  lanterne  ^  One  of 
la  Fayette's  views  in  promoting  the  confedera- 
tion was  probably  the  hope  that  he  ihould  be  en- 
abled  by  intriguing  among  the  pderh  to  increafe 
his  popularity  in  the  provinces :  but  in  this  he  was 
totally  miftaken ;  they  came  to  Paris  replete  with 
loyalty,  and  nothing  could  induce  them  to  fwerve 
from  thofe  fentiments. 

On  the  day  of  the  ceremony,  la  Fayette  was  pro  ^*  f *?• 
tempore  high  conftable  of  all  the  armed  men  in  che  puUrilyf 
kingdom  *.      His   popularity  was   at   its    greatefl 
height ;    Vive  la  Fayette !   refounded   from   every 
tongue;    and  his    pidure    was   placed    near    the 
(latue  of  Henry  IV.  the  idol  of  the  people  ^. 

From  that  day  however  his  popularity  was  Oppofition 
doomed  to  decline.  Orleans,  immediately  on  his  *^  *"** 
return,  commenced  an  adive  and  powerful  attack  ; 
and  the  Lameths,  defirous  to  make  la  Fayette  refiga 
the  comman4  of  the  national  guard,  united  them- 
felves  with  the  Jacobins,. and  became  his  flrenuous 
pppofers  ^ 

Under  thefe  circumftances  la  Fayette  difplayed  His  con. 
ndther  vigour  of  mind    or    extenfive    refources.  ^^^^^j'^e 
He  aflfeded  to  oppofe  his  own  popularity  to  the  kiog. 

^  6ee  Conjuntion  de  d*0rleans»  vol.  tii.  p.  67.  An  inftance  of  his 
culpable  acquiefcence  with  the  mob  it  thus  related  by  Monijoye  t 
**  I  reniembcTy  one  evening,  all  the  butchers*  boys,  with  their  Ihirt 
*<  fleeves  tucked  up,  and  their  arms  ftained  with  bloody  entered  the 
«  Champ  it  Man*  One  of  them  carried  on  a  long  ftick,  a  fcroll  with 
<'  thefi:  words,  written  in  large  chara£ler8|  Hcrt  an  the  httchns*  brf$  \ 
**  tremhU  arijitcrats!  At  Hght  of  this  fcroll,  la  Fayette,  inilead  of  com- 
<'  pelling  thefe  blood«thirfty  people  to  retire,  froiled,  applauded,  and 
•<  vociferated  the  fong  Gn  £r«.'*     Conjuration  de  d*OricanS|  vol.  iii. 

•  P*    68a 

I  Moore^s  View,  vol,  ii.  p.  164.. 

^  Mifs  Williams*s  Letters  in  1790.    See  Bailly* 

^  Bouille't  Memoirs,  p*  174..  S36. 146. 
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efforts  of  his  adverfaries ;  and,  in  otder  to  mcrcafe 
it,  behaved  to  the  royal  family  with  the  moft  wan- 
ton brutllity,  affuming,  with  the  office,  the  manners 
of  a  jailor.  Yet  he  was  fo  mean  and  fo  treacherous 
as  to  draw  from  the  civil  lift  large  fums,  under  pre- 
tence of  procuring  the  king  fome  partifans,  inftead 
of  which,  he  diftributed  the  money  among  the  pub- 
lic writers,  rather  with  a  view  of  engaging  them  to 
fupport  his  own  caufe  than  that  of  his  fovereign  *". 
If  as  a  foldier,  a  nobleman,  and  a  fubjeA,  he  can 
(land  excufed  for  his  total  want  of  loyalty  and  at- 
tachment to  the  king  ;  yet  as  a  politician,  or  leader 
of  a  party,  he  muft  be  lor  ever  contemptible  for  his 
extreme  weaknefs  in  not  raifmg  up  or  maintaining 
a  counterafting  power  fufficiently  ftrong  to  refift 
the  Orleans'  faftion,  which  was  decidedly  adverfa- 
rious  to  himfelf. 
stch  Feb.  The  firft  public  trial  of  ftrength  between  Orleans 
Affiiv  ^^^  ^^  Fayette  was  on  the  day  when  Santerre,  at 
•iVin-  the  head  of  a  Parifian  mob,  went  to  deftroy  the 
cennet.  caftle  of  Vincennes.  The  leaders  of  faftion  had 
excited  dreadful  alarms,  as  well  refpefling  the  ftate 
of  Paris,  as  the  fituation  of  the  royal  family,  whom 
they  defcribed  as  being  expofed  to  imminent  dan- 
ger. Stnterre,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  rabble 
collefted  from  the  faiixbourgs^  repaired  to  the  caftle 
of  Vincennes,  which  they  began  to  demolish,  under 
pretence  that  it  was  intended  as  a  new  Baftille.  I.a 
Fayette,  at  the  head  of  the  national  guard,  pro- 
ceeded to  difperfc  the  rioters  ;  which,  after  fome 
Treatment  difficulty  and  oppofition,  he  accompliflied.  While 
*o  arft  ^^  Fayette  was  employed  on  this  expedition,  another 
mob  was  collcszted,  who  ran  to  the  Tuilleries,  utter- 
ing violent  threats  againll  the  royal  family.  Four 
hundred  gentlemen,  armed  with  piftols  and  fwords, 
aflTcmblcd  in  the  palace,  and  determined  to  prevent 
a  renewal  of  the  fcenes  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  Oc-. 

■ 

k  BouiIIe*s  McmoirSi  p.  950.  256. 
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Itober,  at  the  riik  of  their  lives.     The  populace  ex- 
claimed that  a  band  of  traitors  was  concealed,  who 
intended  to  mafTacre  the  people ;   and  they  perfe- 
vered  in  their  clamours  and  threats,  till  fome  offi- 
cers of  the  national  guard,  and  even  the  king  him- 
felf,  entreated  them  to  lay  down  the  arms  which 
an  ill-judging  zeal  had  induced  them  to  afiume. 
When  they  were  performing  this  aft  of  fubmiffion, 
chev  were  expofed  to  innumerable  infults  from  the 
national  guard,  who  brutally  thruft  them   down 
flairs,  and  delivered  them  to  the  mob,  who  loaded 
them  with  injuries  and  infults.     La  Fayette,  return- 
ing from  Vincennes,  proud  of  his  conqueft  over 
Santerre,  heard  the  rabble  reviling  thefe  unfortunate 
men,  and  faw  them  treated  with  every  indignity, 
not  only  without  interfering  in  their  favour,  but  he 
encouraged  the  proceedings  by  an  apparent  gaiety, 
and  by  finging  fa  ira.     When  he  entered  the  pa- 
lace, and  faw  the  arms  which  the  royalifts  had  re- 
figned,  he  fwore  with  great  violence  that  fuch  an 
event  fhould  not  again  occur.     A  perfon  who  was 
prefent  remonftrated,  that  thefe  brave  men,  confi- 
dering  the  king's  life  in  danger,  had  determined  to 
make  a  rampart  of  th«ir  bodies  around  his  perfon. 
•*  What !"  exclaimed  la  Fayette,  "  the  king  in  dan-  "• 
^^  ger  in  the  midft  of  the  national  guard ! — ^A  con- 
^^  uitutional  king  can  only  be  defended  by  the  fol- 
*«  diers  of  liberty  ^"     It  is  probable  that,  befides 
his  antipathy  to  the  royalifts,  la  Fayette  was  influ- 
enced on  this  occafion  by  the  fear  of  exafperating 
the  populace ;  and  was  defirous,  by  countenancing 
diforder,  encouraging   infurreftion,   and   flattering 
the  mob,  to  repair  the  injury  his  popularity  might 
have  fuftained  from  his  conduft  at  Vincennes.     If 
fuch  were  his  motives,  he  difplayed  a  bafe  and  dif- 
honeft  mind ;   but  if  he  was  weak  enough  to  think 

1  Moore*ft  View,  vol.  H.  p.  no.     Conjuntion  de  ri^Orlean^,  vol.  iii\ 
p»  115.    Anecdottt.(lu  Regne  de  Louis  XVI,  vol.  vi.  p.  46s. 
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the  kjng  fafe  under  the  proteftion  of  a  body  of 
national  guards  whom  he  himfelf  could  not  con-  ^ 
trol,  he  muft  have  been  deftitute  of  even  a  com- 
mon  fhare  of  fagacity. 
iStH  Apr.       A  (hort  time  after  this  tranfadion,  la  Fayette  had 
Kingpre-  another  proof  of  the  little  reliance  which  could  be 
going  to     placed  on  the  loyalty  or  aSeftion  of  the  national 
It.  Cloud,  guard.     Actuated  by  fhame,  repugnance,  or  fome 
other  motive,  he  had  perfuaded  the  king  to  go  to 
St.  Cloud  ;  when  the  royal  family  were .  feated  in 
their  carriages,  the  mob  would  not  permit  them  to 
proceed;    and  la  Fayette;  having  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  influence  the  national  guard  to  reftrain 
the  licentioufnefs  of  the  rabble,  was  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  difgrace  of  being  fcomed  and  difobeyed 
by  his  own  foldiers  ".     The  conduft  of  the  mob 
was  applauded  in  the  journals  and  in  patriotic  pub- 
lications,  and  la  Fayette  mentioned  with  cenfure 
laTayette  and  contempt ''•    .He  felt  fo  much  indignation  at 
ftfigni.      this  unexpefted  defertion  of  his  foldiers,  that  he 
gave  in  his  refignation.     The  Orleans'  faction  were 
not  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  this  meafure,  but 
permitted  the  national  guard  to  follow  the  impulfe 
of  their  own  feelings,  or  the  fuggeftions  of  la  Fay- 
ette's friends.     All  the  battalions  aifembled,  and 
appointed  deputations   to  the  general,   to  exprels 
forrow  for  their  condufl:,  and  promife  obedience  in 
future.      Thefe   deputations   filled   his   hotel,  and 
crowded  the  ftreet  where  he  refided.     The  muni- 
cipality and  the  department  alfo  joined  in  entreat- 
ing him  to  refume  the  command.     La  Fayette  ex- 
prefled  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  honor,  but  declined 
giving  his  anfwer  till  the  next  day.     At  ten  o'clock 
he  went  to  the  hall  of  the  commune^  where  he  was 
met  by  the  council-general,  and  by  deputies  from 

»  See  Memoirs  of  THi  KxN<:,  &c. 

*  See  Mooters  View,  rul.  ii.  p.  143.     Anecdotes  do  Regnc  dc 
Xott'is  XVI,  vol.  vl.  p.  47ft. 
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aU  tbe  battalions*    He  made  a  fpeech,  diftingullhed 
for  a  difplay  of  felf-denial,  and  for  the  eameftneis 
with  which  he  recomm^ided  fubordination,  bat 
concluded  by  declining  the  command.     The  follow- 
ing day  the  battalions  affembled,  and  made  a  decla- 
ration  expreflive  of  their  fubmiilion  to  the  law  and 
zeal  for  the  conftitution,  and  of  their  refolution  to 
obey  the  commander  in  chief ;  but  no  mention  was 
made  of  la  Fayette.     Whether  this  mode  of  con- 
duA  had  been  previoully  concerted,  to  afford^  the 
general  an  unexceptionable  opportunity  of  retraft- 
mg  his  refignation,  or  whether  his  friends,  now  be- 
come apprehenfive  that  thd  folicitude  of  the  na- 
tional guard  was  nearly  exhaufted,  is  not  certain. 
Baiily  however  made  hafte  to  authenticate  this  de- 
claration^ and  procured  a  deputation  of  eight  mem- 
bers of  the  commune^  whom  he  accompanied  in  per- 
Ibn^  to  wait  on  the  general,  and  perfuade  him  that 
his  refufal  to  refume  the  command  would  endanger 
the  ftate,  and  that  the  greateft  proof  of  patriotifm 
he  could  give  would  be  to  waive  the  refolution  he 
had  formed.    Thus  importuned,  la  Fayette  at  length  Refuirci. 
yielded.     He  infifted  that  the  national  guard  (hould  **^!^*^' 
go  in  a  body  to  the  king,  renew  their  oath  of  alle- 
giance, and  profefs  forrow  for  what  had  pafied. 
Thefe  empty  declarations  were  made  with   great 
pomp  and  aflPeftation  ;  but  the  general  adopted  no 
meafure  to  alleviate  the  king's  captivity,  or  to  pro- 
cure for  him  the  indulgence  of  vifiting  St.  Cloud. 
La  Fayette's  conduft  was  influenced  by  felfiih  views 
of  perfonal  aggrandizement,  without   the  fmalleft 
regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  royal  family.     He 
afterwards  ventured  ta  break  the  company  of  na- 
tional guards  which  had  refufed  to  obey  his  com^ 
mand ;  but  they  were  all,  except  fourteen,  received 
int6  a  new-formed  company  railed  in  its  ftead  ;  and 
a  new  conititutional  oath  was,  by  his  direction,  ad- 
miniftered  to  all  the  national  guards.     The  fourteen 
men  who  had  been  difmifled  were  reprefented  by 
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the  Orleanlfts  as  martyrs  in  the  caufc  of  liberty,  ex-i 
tolled  by  the  Jacobins,  and  feafted  by  the  Corde- 
liers, v^hile  la  Fayette  was  execrated  and  threatened 
in  both  focieties  :  his  new  oath  was  decried  as  un- 
conRitutional  and  illegal,  and  declared  void.  Du- 
bois de  Crancc  wrote  a  pamphlet  on  the  occafion, 
in  which  he  aflerted  that  the  national  guard  owed 
only  a  reafonable  and  limited  obedience  to  their 
general,  and  that  to  expel  any  of  them  for  refuiing 
to  take  the  oath  required,  was  an  arbitrary  and  de- 
fpotic  proceeding  **. 
Conduft  The  conduft  of  la  Fayette  with  refpeft  to  the 
refpeaing  ting*8  flight  has  given  rife  to  much  conjecture,  and 
iight'ex-*  ^^  ^^^  reprefented  in  various  lights.  Some  au- 
amuied.  thors  have  aflerted,  and  it  was  for  a  time  confi- 
dently believed,  that  the  ro3ral  iamily  had  imparted 
their  intention  to  la  Fayette ;  that  he  connived  at 
tjxdx  efcape,  and  afterwards  betrayed,  arrefted,  and 
imprifoned  them.  Others  fay  that  he  was  not  en- 
trufted  with  their  defign,  but  penetrated  it  by  other 
means,  and  after  permitting  them  to  enjoy  for  a 
moment  the  illufion  of  liberty,  caufed  them  to  be 
purfued  and  retaken,  in  order  to  enhance  his  own 
lagacity,  and  to  acquire  an  additional  claim  on  the 
public  regard ''.  I  have,  from  the  fa£ls  prefented 
in  the  various  narratives  of  this  event,  adopted  the 
latter  opinion ;  and  fliall  avoid  difcufling  the  ab- 
flraCt  queflion,  by  relating  thofe  fadts,  and  occa* 
fionally  fliewing  their  application.  But  although 
I  have  formed  my  judgment  from  thefe  imprefi 
lions,  I  am  far  from  confidering  the  refult  of  my 
examination  as  abfolutely  certain :  on  all  fuch  occa- 
fions,  the  mind  is  left  to  choofe  among  a  variety  of 
conjedural  dedudions,  and  the  mod  fpecious  pro* 
babilities  may   lead  to  an  erroneous  conclufion. 

•  See  Tmpartial  Hiflory,  ▼ol.  i.  p.  407,  Moore*t  View,  vol.  ii» 
p.  290.  298.     Mercure  Francois,  No.  du  7  Mai  1791. 

f  See  Playfaii*t  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifriiy  p.  315.  and  the  various  au* 
tboritics  hereafter  cited* 
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The  ill  ufage  the  king  had  fuftalned,  and  which  was 
daily  increafing,  had  induced  him  to  refolve  on 
the  meafure  of  retiring  with  his  family  to  a  fortified 
frontier  town.  This  plan  was  arranged  with  the 
marquis  de  BouiUc,  by  means  of  confidential  mef- 
fengers,  and  letters  written  in  cypher ''.  That  la 
Fayette  was  never  entrufted  with  this  important  fe- 
cret,  appears  obvious  from  the  queen's  declaration 
on  her  trial  %  and  from  Bailly's  addrefs  to  his  fel- 
low-citizens, in  which  he  pofitively  denies  that  any 
fuch  communication  had  been  made '.  It  alfo  ap- 
pears from  a  private  paper  preferved  by  Dr.  Moore, 
that  the  king,  while  the  arrangements  were  making 
for  his  flight,  had  been  exprefsly  and  forcibly 
cautioned  not  to  truft  la  Fayette,  and  the  king  was- 
too  timid  and  cautious  to  flight  fuch  an  admo- 
nition ^  His  cruelty  towards  the  royal  family  had 
fo  difgufted  the  king,  that  he  even  withdrew  great 
part  of  the  money  he  had  been  ufed  to  allow  from 
the  civil  lift,  and  with  which  la  Fayette  had  bribed 
the  journalifts  "•  Yet  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  la  Fayette  wa^  by  fome  means  apprized  of  the 
king's  defign,  and  appeared  to  connive  at  it  from 
motives  of  bafe  artifice  alone.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  7^^  FA^ 
Bouille,  in  which  he  plainly  indicated  a  fufpicion  ■^^'* 
amounting  almoft  to  a  certain  knowledge  of  the 
projed,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  rooted  hatred  for  the 
royalifts,  accompanied  with  a  total  difregard  of  the 
Orleans'  ia£Uon,  which  proved  his  felf^fufficiency  no 
lefs  than  want  of  forefight  \  The  means  by  which 
he  obtained  his  knowledge  are  differently  defcribed. 
On  one  hand  it  is  faid,  that  it  was  difclofed  to  him  by 
pne  of  the  female  attendants  in  the  palace,  who  was 

q  See  Boui1Ie*s  Memotrs,  paflim. 

r  See  Jordan^s  Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  ▼•  p.  1 54.  Hcbert  ia 
his  evidence  attempted  to  prove  the  contrary,  but  little  credit  can  be 
given  to  the  aflertions  of  To  worthlefs  a  wretch.  P.  162. 

•  See  Appendix,  No.  IV. 

«  SeeMoorc*s  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  317, 

"  BouiiJe*s  Memoirs,  p*  319*  '  Idem,  p,  aSi. 
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devoted  to  his  iatereft,  and  who  ferved  him  fo  talthm 
fully  that  he  was  even  furniihed  with  a  pattern  of 
the  gown  intended  to  be  worn  by  the  queen  on  the 
occafion^.  This  account  is  not  improbable,  con- 
fidering  that  the  king  and  queen  were  cotiflantly 
furrounded  with  fpies,  who  obferved  their  condud 
with  the  mofl  pertinacious  vigilance.  Or  la  Fayette 
might  have  learned  the  fecret  either  from  the  con- 
fidence or  indiicretion  of  Mirabeau,  with  whom  he 
had  an  interview  a  fhort  time  before  his  death.  Mi- 
Tabeau  had  been  bought  over  to  the  king's  intereft, 
and  perhaps  wifhed  to  flrengthen  himfelf  againft  the 
efforts  of  Orleans  by  an  alliance  with  la  Fayette, 
which  would  have  been  truly  beneficial  to  both  king 
and  conftitution  '• 

The  rumour  of  the  king*s  projefted  efcape'  was  fo 
general,  and  obtained  fo  much  credit,  that  la  Fayette 
could  not  pretend  ignorance ;  on  the  contrary,  at 
the  reprefentation  of  Gouvion,  he  doubled  the 
gu^rd;  and  took  fuch  other  precautions  as  he  judged 
neceffary  to  fruftrate  the  plan  *.  This  meafure  was 
lefs  folid  than  fpecious ;  for  if  he  had  determined 
to  permit  the  king's  efcape,  it  muft  alfo  be  con- 
cluded that  he  knew  the  exa6l  road  he  intended  to 
take ;  that  he  had  decided  the  precife  place  where 
he  fhould  be  arreiled  ;  and  had  even  corrupted  the 
troops  placed  by  Bouille  to  proteft  the  royal  travellers. 
La  Fayette,  in  doubling  the  guard,  and  at  the  fame 
time  entrufting  the  command  to  Gouvion,  his  in- 
timate and  confidential  friend,  only  infured  the 
fuccefs  of  his  own  projefts.  On  the  night  of  the 
king's  departure,  the  general  had  an  interview  with 
the  royal  family ;  he  diffembled  his  fufpicions ;  but 
after  his  departure,  the  princefs  Elizabeth  faid  to 
her  augufl  relatives,  **  We  are  certainly  betrayed  ; 
^  la  Fayette  at  his  departure  looked  and  fmiled  ix) 

T  See  Conjuration  de  d*0rleans,  vjI.  iii,  pt  ii|* 
>  BouilIe*t  Mtmoirs,  p.  297. 
^  Impartial  Uillory>  vol.  i.  p.  417 
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'*  Tucli  a  mannei'  as  convinces  me  he  knows  all.** 
The  hint  was  not  attended  to^. 

At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  la  Fayette  went 
to  the  refidence  of  the  mayor  to  report  on  the 
ftate  of  the  caftle,  refpeAing  which  the  moft  anxi- 
ous alarms,  had  been  entertained.  He  faid  that  all 
the  grates  had  been  carefully  fhut ;  that  he  him* 
felf  had  renewed  the  watch-word  at  every  gate ;  and 
that  it  was  intpoffible  even  for  a  moufe  to  efcape  *• 
In  this  he  difplayed  the  mod  confummate  treachery* 
The  royal  family  had  left  the  Tuilleries  at  a  quarter 
before  twelve  o'clock  ^.  In  their  way  to  the  car- 
riages they  faw  la  Fayette  pafs  them  twice  * ;  it  is 
not  eafy  to  fuppofe  that,  with  the  alarm  on  his 
mind  which  muft  have  been  communicated  by  the 
fears  of  the  municipality,  the  general  could  have 
feen,  without  emotion  and  inquiry,  a  party  fo  nu- 
merous, eroding  the  Carouzel,  and  getting  into 
two  carriages  fo  near  the  palace.  Nor  is  it  eafy  ta 
believe  that  a  double  guard,  ftationed  for  an  exprefs 
purpofe,  could  have  been  fo  remifs  in  their  vigilance 
as  to  have  permitted  their  efcape  without  expre& 
inftrufUons  ^ 

The  progrefs  of  the  royal  family  through  feveral 
places  where  the  king  was  known,  mud  excite  fome 
furprife ;  but  the  conduft  of  the  guards  ftationed 
by  Bouille  to  intercept  all  couriers  from  P^ris,  is 
entirely  unaccountable,  except  on  the  ground  of 
treachery.  Various  accidents  had  delayed  the 
king's  departure ;  and  the  breaking  of  his  hamels 
had  impeded  his  progrefs,  which  occafioned  a  delay 
of  fome  hours,  upon  which  one  of  the  ftations  aban-^ 

^  Conjdration  de  d^Orleant,  vol.  iii.  p.  lit. 

«  SeeBailly'sAddrefstohisFellow-citizens,  APPBNOiX,  N<».  tV. 
d  See  Trial  of  the  Queen  in  Jordan*$  Political  State  of  fiarope. 
Proc6s  dcs  Bourbons,  vol.  iii.  p.  33.  47. 
•  Bouille*t  Memoirs,  p.  349, 
'  Conjuration  dc  d*OrieanS|  yol*  iii*  p«  i«a« 
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dotied  theit  pofts,  and  fpread  the  report  that  die 
king  was  not  to  be  expe£^ed  K 

When  the  king's  efcape  was  difcovered,  rage  and 
conftemation  prevailed  in  Paris.  La  Fayette  auamed 
a  mode  of  conduct  fo  decifive  and  fo  repugnant  to 
his  general  character,  as  to  confirm  the  probability 
that  he  knew  precifely  what  would  be  the  event  of 
the  king's  projed.  He  entered  the  hall  of  the 
afTemblv  in  his  uniform,  though  contrary  to  the 
rule  ot  the  legiflature, .  and  though  Camus  made 
fome  oppofition  to  the  innovation ;  he  gave  a  brief 
account  of  the  tranfa£Uon,  and  offered  to  be  per^ 
fonally  refponjible  for  the  conduct  of  Gouvion. 
He  then  mounted  his  white  charger  and  pranced 
through  the  (Ireets,  fmiling,  and  aflfuring  the  people 
that  the  king  would  foon  return  ''•  The  affembly 
decreed  that  meffengers  (hould  be  fent  to  all  the 
departments  to  prevent  the  royal  family  from  leaving 
the  kingdom;  but  it  is  remarked  that  only  one 
courier  departed ;  that  he  was  accompanied  by  an 
aidC'de^amp  of  la  Fayette,  and  that  they  followed 
the  exad  road  taken  by  the  king  ^ 

The  circumftances  which  occafloned  and  attended 
the  king's  arrefl  are  alfo  calculated  to  induce  fbrong 
fufpicions  of  treachery.  That  Drouet  fhould  recog- 
nize the  king  by  his  refemblance  to  the  effigy  on  an 
affignat  of  fifty  livres,  is  extremely  improbable; 
efpecially  as  he  ftated,  that  he  only  faw  the  king 
leaning  back  in  the  carriage  ^ ;  and  the  account  is 
rendered  dill  more  fufpicious  from  a  different  ftate- 
ment  having  been  made  by  Muguet,  as  orator  of  the 
feven  committees  afterwards  appointed,  he  faid  that 
Drouet  had  recognized  the  perfon  of  the  queen  ^    It 

%  See  Memoirs  of  trb  King^  See. 
^  Debates.    Conjuration  de  d'OrleaoSy  vol.  iii.  p.  laS. 
\  Pages,  vol.  i.  p.  4Ss.    Coiijuratioi^  de  d*Orlcans»  ubi  fopn. 
«  ^  See  Drou«:t*s  Statement  to  the  Aflemblyy  s4-th  June  1791* 

i  Sfe  P«bates^  s^tb  July  ^^%\• 
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inuft  create  great  furprife,and canhardlybe attributed 
to  unpremeditated  contingency,  that  in  an  inftant 
after  the  king's  arrival  at  Varennea,  at  the  fimple 
motion  of  the  poft-mafter  of  another  town,  the 
firongefl:  meafures  (hould  be  adopted  for  detaining 
the  fugitives ;  that  the  tocfm  ihould  be  rung  for  ten 
leagues  round ;  that  legions  of  armed  peafantry 
ihould  immediately  flock  in;  that  every  refiflance  on 
the  part  of  Bouille  fhould  be  anticipated  or  fruf- 
trated;  and  that  the  inhabitants  and  national  guard 
of  Varennes  Ihould,  in  an  inftant,  refolve  to  obey 
the  poft-mafter  Drouet,  in  preference  ta  the  king,  in 
perfon*  From  fo  many  concurrent  circttmftances, 
I  have  been  led  to  conclude  that  la  Fayette  was  ap« 
prized  of  the  king's  intention,  and  had  previouily 
concerted  all  neceflary  meafures  for  fruftrating  it ; 
his  character  is  undoubtedly  cleared  from  the  im- 
putation of  a  breach  of  truft^  but  he  ftands  confpi- 
cuoufly  guilty  of  the  bafeft  and  moft  flagrant  dupli* 
city  and  treachery. 

When  the  news  of  the  king's  capture  arrived,  la  Treatment 
Payette  difpatched  a  detachment  of  national  guards  ^^  ^j||*^^^ 
to  meet  and  efcort  him.     On  the  monarch's  arrival  mWy  on* 
in  Paris,  he  added  to  the  horrors  and  humiliations  ****'"' '•• 
already  prepared  for  him,  by  forbidding  the  people 
to  take  o£F  their  hats ;  and  even  inftrucling  parties 
of  the  populace  to  vociferate  infulting  exclamations  '"• 
As  a  reward  for  his  exertions,  he  was  again  en- 
trufted  with  the  cuftody  of  the  royal  family  %  and 
rendered  himfelf  worthy  of  the  truft  by  an  unex- 
ampled harflmefs  and  brutality  of  behaviour  ^ ;  he 
even  carried  his  vigilance  and  miftruft  to  fo  ridicu* 
lous  an  excefs  as  to  place  guards  on  the  roof  of  the 
palace  ^. 

The  exertions  of  the  Orleans'  faQion  at  this  crifis,  tjA  July, 
and  the  avowed  plan  of  a  few  individuals  to  form  a 

<■  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans^  voU  iii.  p.  %%$,  i»6, 

•  Moore*s  View,  vol,  ii.  p.  569, 

•  BottJlU*t  Metnoirsj  p.  440.  P  See  Debates^  loth  July* 
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republican  government,  feem  to  have  communicated 
apprehenfions  to  la  Fayette  which  prior  events  had 
not  been  ^ble  to  impart.  He  faw  with  pleafure  the 
fchifm  among  the  Jacobins  formed  by  Bamave,  and 
did  not  hefitate  to  coalefce  with  him  and  the  La** 
meths  to  difappoint  the  views  of  Orleans  and  the 
fuppofed  republicans.  The  prudence  and  eloquence 
of  Barnave  turned  the  debate  on  the  king's  abdica- 
tion ;  he  was  reftored  to  the  fame  fhare  of  liberty  he 
had  enjoyed  before  his  flight;  and  la  Fayette  from 
that  period  exerted  himfelf  to  obtain  for  the  monarch 
every  indulgence  in  his  power  ^. 
Petition  in  But  though  la  Fayette  had  changed  his  fenti« 
de*Ma*"  **  ^i^^^s,  his  charadcr  remained  unaltered*  He  was 
ftill  devoid  of  energy  and  forefight,  vainly  relying 
on  his  own  powers  to  take  advantage  of  circum-* 
ftances,  and  incapable  of  anticipating  or  fruftrating 
the  fchemes  of  his  enemies.  The  indignation  of  the 
Jacobins  at  the  overthrow  of  their  londeft  hopes 
occafioned  a  tumultuous  meeting  in  the  Champ  de 
Mars  to  fign  a  petition  to  the  legiflature,  which  had 
for  its  principal  obje6l  the  dethronement  of  the 
king.  The  day  began  by  the  murder  of  an  invalid 
and  a  hair-dreffer,  who  were  found  under  the  fteps 
of  the  altar  of  Liberty,  where  the  petition  lay  for 
fignature.  The  municipality,  alarmed  at  rfie  fan- 
guinary  difpofition  difplayed  by  the  mob,  gave  orders 
to  la  Fayette  to  march  at  the  head  of  a  fufficient 
number  of  national  guards,  and  to  exert  all  legal 
means  to  difperfe  the  populace  and  fdze  the  aflaffins; 
f hey  at  the  feme  time  proclaimed  martial  law,  and 
difplayed  the  red  flag  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville  \  Before 
thefe  meafures  were  adopted,  la  Fayette,  unwilling  to 
rilk  his  popularity,  had  fent  eleven  different  meflages 
to  the  infurgents  to  difperfe ;  but  the  meflengers 
had  been  treated  with  contempt  and  indignity,  and 


<!  Hiftories.    Conjuration  de  d** Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p,  139, 
'  Hiftorics.    Mocre*$  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  4.10. 
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the  mob  perfevered  in  their  intention  \  When  la 
Fayette  arrived,  the  national  guard  were  infultcd 
with  ihouts  of  a  bos  le  drapeau  rouge!  a  has  les 
bayonettes  !  and  were  even  pelted  with  ftones '.  One 
man  levelled  a  piece  and  fired  at  la  Fayette  himfelf ; 
he  was  feized^  but  the  general  imprudently,  though 
generoufly,  permitted  him  to  efcape ".  The  pro- 
clamation directed  by  the  law  was  then  read  by 
BaiUy,  which  producing  no  effed,  la  Fayette  ordered 
part  of  the  national  guard  to  fire  over  the  heads  of 
the  niob.  This  moderation,  inflead  of  producing 
the  intended  effedt,  inflamed  their  courage  by  an 
expectation  of  impunity;  they  became  more  and 
more  outrageous,  till  at  length  la  Fayette  was  obliged, 
in  his  own  defence,  to  order  his  foldiers  to  fire 
efiedually.  About  twelve  were  killed,  and  fifty  or 
iixty  wounded.  The  difcomfited  mob  ran  through 
the  flreets,  vainly  endeavouring  to  exafperate  the  ^ 
citizens  againft  the  general;  as  they  approached, 
the  fhops  were  ihut,  no  one  gave  them  countenance 
or  encouragement,  and  they  were  obliged  to  hide 
themfelves  in  their  proper  retreats,  xh^  fauxbourgs  of 
St.  Antoine  and  St.  Marceau  '• 

From  this  period,  the  overthrow  of  la  Fayette's  Decline  •£ 
remaining  popularity  became  eafy.     He  had  d$.  Jj^^*^'  _ 
monflrated  his  want  of  energy  and  forefight  in  fo  puiarit^." 
many  inftances,  that  he  was  no  longer  feared  by 
the  party  over  whom   he  enjoyed  a  momentary 
triumph.     Some  of  them,  whom  dread  of  profecu- 
tion  had  induced  to  retire  from  the  capital,  fpeedily 
returned,  and  refumed  their  operations  with  as  much 
audacity  as  before.     The  conflitution  was  revifed,  ijthStpt. 
and  accepted  by  the  king  j  and  la  Fayette,  on  the  ^o^ «?" 
fame  day,  moved  a  general  amneily,  which  ihould  yi\M^ 

•  Conjuration  de  irOrlean*^  vol.  iii.  p«  S4}. 

(  Moorc*s  Virw,  Toh  ti.  p.  41 «. 

■  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  1.  p.  4)»*    See  Debates  of  %%^  July. 

s  Hittonet.    Mooie's  View,  ^c. 
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put  a  ftop  to  all  profecutions  begun  on  account  of 
the  revolution ;   and  a  decree  to  aboliOi   the  ne- 
ceffity  of  paflTports,  and  to  permit  free  egrefs  and 
regrefs  as  well  to  natives  as  foreigners  ;  both  which 
and  pro-    were  voted  with  acclamations'.     The  conditutiott 
claimed,     ^^s  proclaimed  with  ftudied  pomp,  and  every  effort 
was  ufed  to  conftrain  an  appearance  of  public  re- 
joicing, but  in  vain.     The  cry  of  Vive  la  Fayette  was 
fometimes  heard  ;  but  the  gaiety  of  the  people  was 
without  animation,  and  their  feflivity  without  cor« 
diality  *. 
La  Fay.        In  obedience  to  the  new  conftitution,  la  Fayette 
«tere-      tefigued  the  command  of  the  national  guard.    He 
^  '        took  leave  of  them  in  a  very  prudent  letter,  remind- 
ing them  of  their  facred  duties,  and  adviiing  them 
conftantly  to  keep  thofe  duties  in  view  as  a  guide 
Candidate  for  their  conduft  *.     Bailly  having  foon  afterwards 
for  mayor  refigued  the  office  of  mayor,  la  Fayette  offered  him- 
^'         felf  as  a  candidate  to  fucceed  him  ;  but  he  was  op* 
pofed  by  Petion,  who,  aided  by  the  Jacobin  influ- 
ence, found  a  certain  triumph :  the  votes  were,  for 
Petion  6728,  for  la  Fayette  3126  ^ 
Become*  a      At  the  period  when  the  Jacobins  and  Cordeliers 
Ftuiilant.  ^,gyg  ufing  the  moft  violent  exertions  againft  the 
king,  the  Lameths  and  Barnave,  finding  themfelves 
no  longer  treated  with  their  wonted  refped,  but  on 
the  contrary  often  infulted,  refolved  to  retire  from 
the  Jacobins  and  form  a  new  club.     This  fodety 
was  conftituted  in  every  refpefl:  like  the  Jacobins ; 
und  from  its  occupying  a  vacant  convent  belonging 
to  the  Bemardine  monks,  was  called  the  club  of 
Feuillans.     La  Fayette    was  an  early  member    of 
this  club ;  and  he  had  the  power^  at  the  time  of  the 

7  Debates.     Hiftoncal  Sketch,  p.  4109 
»  Men  ure  Francois,  No.  du  14.  Septenibre  179? • 
•  Hi  (lories.     Conyuntiton  de  d'Orleaiii,  vol.  rii.  p.  \$t.     Meitnit 
Fr  1.96'*.,  No.  da  15  C6t' bre  1791. 

>'!:.;    ..ill  Hiltory,  vol.  i.  p.  ^%^      Necker  o«  the  4lcTolQlioay 
^70^  I- i'  v-^j*     Mcicuie  Francois,  No.  du  16  NaTcmbre  1791. 
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infurreAion  in  the  Champ  de  Mars^  to  have  gl^ea 
permanence  to  the  new  club,  by  diiTclTing  the  Ja« 
cobins.  He  negleded  this  meafure,  and  the  Jaco« 
bins,  by  means  of  riot,  infurredian,  and  tumult^ 
filenced  and  difperfed  the  Feuillans^  It  is  pro# 
bable  that  la  Fayette's  attachmait  to  this  fociety 
combined  with  other  caufes  in  preventing  his  fuc* 
cefs  as  candidate  for  the  mayoralty. 

After  his  failure  in  the  eledion  he  retired  to  his  Retirei. 
eftate  in  the  country,  either  to  hide  his  chagrin  at 
the  lofs  of  his  popularity  and  influence,  or  to  devife 
means  and  form  a  party  by  which  he  might  be  en- 
abled to  regain  them  ''• 

He  was  called  from  this  retreat  on  the  approach  obtaim  a 
of  hoftilities,  when  the  king  was  induced  by  the  ^"'"*»''* 
aflembly  to  beftow  on  him  the  command  of  the 
army  of  the  centre  *.      Before  he   departed  for  14th  Dec. 
Metz,  la  Fayette  attended  at  the  bar  and  made  a 
fpeech,  in  which  he  aflured  the  legillature  of  his 
eternal  attachment,    and  of  his.  determination  to 
maintain  the  conftitution.  ^  He  was  anfwered  in  a 
high  ilrain  of  compliment  by  the  prefident,  who 
concluded  with  thefe  words : — "  The  French  na- 
^^  tion,  who  have  fworn  to  conquei  and  to  live 
**  free,  will  always,  with   confidence,  prefent  to 
^^  their  foes  and  to  tyrants,  the  conftitudon  and  la 
^  Fayette  ^" — But   la  Fayette  by  his  imprudence  hIi  im- 
quickly  deftroyed  any  favourable  hopes  which  might  p^uJence. 
have  arifen  from  this  momentary  difplay  of  refped. 
He  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  Feuillans,  who  were 
daily  becoming  more  unpopular ;  he  coalefced  with 
the  Lameths,  againil  whom  he  had  been  fuppofed 
to  entertain  an  irreconcilable  antipathy ;   went  fre- 
quently to  court,  avowing  a  hearty  interefl  in  the 

<  See  Expoiition  abr^gle  des  Principes,  &c.  par  Arthar  Roger 
DiiloDy  p.  33.     Hiltories.    Moore^t^Viewt  i^ol.  ii.  p.  475* 

^  Life  of  Damouriez^  vol.  ii.  p.  159*  Peltier'l  late  PiQor»| 
vol.  i*  p.  80. 

*  Hiftoricti    LLfeof  Duffiourieayubifupni,  'Debates* 
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caufif  of  the  king  whom  he  had  laboured  to  de« 
grade ;  and  he  conftantly  appeared  decorated  with  a 
red  riband,  although  he  had  been  one  of  the  moil 
ftrenuous  advocates  for  the  abolition  of  every  dil- 
tinfHon  of  rank  «. 

Joins  ih«       When  la  Fayette  joined  his  army,  he  employed 

■••py        himfelf  in  reftoring  order  and  difcipline,  and  infpir- 

*  ''^^*  ing  the  troops  with  an  attachment  to  his  perfon, 

in  which  he  partly  fucceeded  K     Some  time  before 

Vifirs  the  declaration  of  war,  Narbonne  the  minifter  called 
*"*•  him  to  Paris  to  confult  on  the  fta^e  of  the  anny. 
He  availed  himfelf  of  this  opportunity  to  enter  into 
fome  pitiful  cabinet  intrigues,  in  which  he  was  made 
the  tool  of  Narbonne,  and  derived  neither  honour 
nor  advantage  from  his  exertions  '•  After  Nar- 
bonne had  been  difplaced,  Dumouiiez,  his  fucceflbr, 
formed  a  plan  of  military  operations  for  the  cam- 
paign^ in  which  la  Fayette  aflfejAed  lo  acquiefce, 
and  demanded  the  chief  command.  Duniouriez, 
too  wife  to  grant  this  important  ftation  to  a  man 
differing  fo  widely  in  politics  from  himfelf,  yet  too 
prudent  to  incenle  him  by  an  abrupt  refufal,  with- 
held the  command,  and  yet  flattered  la  Fayette 
with  hopes.  He  left  Paris  to  rejoin  the  army  with 
an  appearance  of  content,  but  concealing  a  violent 
refentment  in  his  breaft  ^. 
May.         I  'hall  not  difcufs  la  Fayette's  military  operationf, 

Military  which  at  this  period  were  not  of  great  importance. 
Dumouriez  accufes  him,  and  perhaps  juftly,  of  hav- 
ing converted  Givet,  which  was  indicated  by  the 
plan  of  the  campaign  merely  for  a  temporary  camp, 
into  a  fixed  pofition;  and  further  aiTerts,  that 
when  by  this  error  the  army  was  reduced  to  want, 

f  Life  of  Dumouriez,  vol.  ii.  p.  157. 
*>  Idenif,  p.  190. 

1  See  Bcrtraiid't  Memoirt*  vol.  ii.  c.  xviii.       Impartial  Hiftory» 
vol.  i.  p.  50t. 

^  Liu  of  Dumouriez^  vol.  ii.  p.  191. 


opfra* 
lions* 


La   FATETtE.  469 

he  began  to  difplav  his  difcontent  in  complaints 
againft  the  miniftry  . 

The  political  condu£l  of  la  Fayette  had  now  un-  His  Atfin 
dergone  a  total  change  ;  and,  from  being  the  moft  |^  *®* 
afliduous  perfecutor,    he    was  become    the  moft    ^    "** 
zealous  friend  of  the  royal  family.     In  this  he  was 
not  actuated  by  any  fentiment  of  refpeft  towards 
the  objedt  of  his  former  malignity,  pr  by  any  emo- 
tion of  regret  for  his  pad  cruelty  and  violence  i  he 
was  animated  merely  by  a  puerile  regard  for  a  con- 
ftitution  which  he  vainly  confidered  as  of  his  own 
formation,  and  which  had  been  jevifed  under  his 
immediate  aufpices   and   perfonal  protection :    he 
was,  to  ufe  the  phrafe  of  M.  Lally  Tollendal,  /r^r- 
/uing  his  romance"".     The  king  had  too  much  judg- 
ment, and  a  mind  too  elevated,  to  beftow  unlimited 
confidence  on  a  man  of  la  Fayette's  defcription: 
he  could  not  communicate  with   him  amicably ; 
his  fituation  was  fo  defperate  that  he  was  forced  to 
accept  of  fervices  which  he   did  not   command : 
but  the  king  felt  the  greateft  reluftance  to  meafures 
which  appeared  violent,  though  they  might  be  qua- 
lified by  the  appellation  of  vigorous ;  and  both  he 
and  the  queen  were  unwilling  to  owe  an  important 
fervice  to  a  man  whom  they  had  fo  long  and  fo 
juftly  confidered  as  their  enemy ". 

In  the  political  ferment  which  was  excited  du-  jealountt 
ring  the  tyranny  of  the  Jacobin  adminiftration,  la  ^^n«<fn- 
Fayette  was  the   objeft  of  general  fuipicion  and  *"*  *™* 
diftruft.     He  had  been  alternately  the  friend  and 
the  opponent  of  every  faftion,  and  every  clafs  of 
men  furveyed  him  with  jealoufy,  and  ailigned  to 
his  ambition  a  fcope  which  was  rather  limited  by 
their  fears  than  by  his  own  talents  or  views "".     At 
length  the  audacious  proceedings  of  the  miniftry) 

I.- 

1  Life  of  Dumonrief^  p.  199 

<9  See  Bertrand^t  Mcrnoir^^  vol.  ii.  p.  319* 

■  Idem,  p.  %%'f* 

»  Mcrcurc  Fir»r.foU,  No.  du  19  Maii7SH^^ 

H  H  3  their 
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thai  virulent  attacks  on  the  perfon  and  prerogatives 
of  the  king,  roofed  the  general  to  deafive  a6tion, 
His  letter  and  hc  made  his  attack  on  the  Jacobins.  From  the 
ft  *bt  *^'  camp  at  Maubeuge,  where  he  was  now  entrenched, 
i6th  /unr.  he  wrote  his  famous  letter  to  the  national  aflembly ; 
which,  though  it  contains  many  laudable  fentiments, 
is  a  monument  of  vanity,  prefumption,  and  want 
of  judgment.  It  begins  with  a  violent  attack .  on 
Dumouriez,  who  at  that  moment  had  turned  out 
three  of  his  Jacobin  colleagues,  but  whofe  caufe  was 
rather  advanced  than  injured  by  la  Fayette's  ani- 
madverfions.  The  Jacobin  club  is  attacked  with 
a  warmth  proportioned  to  the  magnitude  of  their 
crimes,  and  the  turpitude  of  their  political  condufL 
The  club  is  reprefented  as  **  a  diftinft  corporation 
•*  in  the  midft  of  the  French  people,  whofe  power 
**  it  ufurps  by  fubjugating  their  reprefentatives  and 
**  mandataries.  It  is  there,"  he  continues,  "  that,  in 
public  fittings,  love  of  the  laws  is  denominated 
ariftocracy ;  and  their  infraftion,  patriotifm  :— 
**  there  the  aflaflins  of  Defilles  receive  triumphs  : — 
'*  the  crimes  of  Jourdan  find  panegyrifts : — there 
^^  alfo  the  recital  of  the  aiTafTmation  that  ftained  the 
city  of  Metz  excited  infernal  acclamations  of 
joy/* — Though  thefe  animadverfions  are  un- 
doubtedly juft,  they  could  hardly  be  attended  with 
the  defired  effeft,  proceeding  from  la  Fayette,  one 
of  the  original  founders  of  the  Jacobins,  and  a 
preacher  of  the  facred  duties  of  infurreftion.  Had 
his  letter  been  difpaffionately  confidered,  it  would 
have  been  conftrued  as  the  intemperate  effufion  of 
difappointed  ambition  ;  the  rancorous  inveftive  of  a 
man,  who  felt  angry  that  others  had  outftripped 
him  in  the  race  of  difloyalty.  When  he  mentions 
himfelf,  it  is  ftill  in  the  terms  of  felf-applaufe  with 
which  he  ordinarily  adverted  to  his  revolutionary 
exploits ;  and  if  his  letter  is  read  with  a  reference 
to  that  paragraph,  it  will  prove  that  his  indignation 
is  directed  rather  againft  the  perfons  than  the  prin- 
ciples 
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eiples  of  the  Jacobin  rulers ;  and  by  the  oftenta« 
tious  manner  in  which  he  mentions  the  fovereignty 
of  the  people,  and  his  own  exertions  in  their  behali^ 
it  is  plain  that  he  was  again  ready  to  have  aiTumed 
the  lead  of  a  fadious  populace,  and  that  his  greateft 
fource    of    complaint    was    their    attachment    to 
other  leaders.     He  fays,  "  As  for  me,  gentlemen, 
**  who  efpoufed  the  American  caufe  at  the  very 
^'  moment  when  its   ambafladors   declared  to  me 
*'  that  it  was  loft  ;  who  thenceforward  devoted  my- 
felf  to  a  perfevering  defence  of  liberty,  and  the 
fovereignty  of  the  people;  who,  on  the  iith  of 
July  1789,  on  prefenting  to  my  country  a  de- 
claration of  rights,  dared  to  tell  her— y&r  a  nation 
to  befreej  it  is/ufficient  ibatjhe  wills  it ;— I  come 
now,  full  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  of  our 
**  caufe,  of  contempt  for  the  cowards  who  defert 
^  it,  and  of  indignation  againft  the  traitors  who 
•'  would  fully  it ;  I  come  to  declare  that  the  French 
^'  nation,  if  fhe  is  not  the  moft  vile  in  the  univerfe, 
**  may,  and  ought  to  refift  the  confpiracy  of  kings 
"  formed  againft  her," 

With  a  copy  of  this  letter  la  Fayette  tranfmitted  To  the 
an  epiftle  to  Louis  XVI.  equally  replete  with  vanity,    '"^' 
and  encouraging  the  king,  in  terms  rather  fuper- 
cilious  than  refpe£tful,  to  perfevere  in  maintaining 
his  authority. 

When  la  Fayette's  letter  was  read  in  the  affem-  i8»h  June. 
bly,  it  was  greatly  applauded  by  the  majority,  and  fn^^n^^J^^ 
by  the  tribunes  '' ;  it  did  not  however  efcape  fevere  affembiy  | 
cenfures  from  thofc  whofe  power  and  influence  it 
attacked,   whofe  views  and   intrigues  it   unveiled. 
Vergniaud  obfervcd,  that  the  remonftrances  of  a  ge- 
neral at  the  head  of  an  army  looked  like  an  attempt 
to  overawe  the  legiflature ;  and  in  faft  this  obfer- 
vation  might  fairly  be  deduced  from  fome  expref- 
fions  in  the  letter.     Guadct  faid,  that  Cromwell 

F  Bcrtrand*s  Memoire,  vol.  it.  [ ,  330. 

^  If  4  would 
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would  have  ufed  the  fame  flyle  in  writing  to  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  when  the  liberties  of 
England  had  been  deftroyed  ^. 
in  the  If  thefe  arguments  were  attended  with  little  effed 

Jacobin  jjj  tjje  national  affembly,  the  animadverfions  made 
in  the  Jacobin  club  produced  the  moft  violent  en- 
thufiafm.  AH  the  popular  orators  of  that  execrable 
fociety,  particularly  Robefpierre,  Danton,  Camille 
Defmouluis,  and  CoUot  d'Herbois,  uttered  violent 
philippics  againft  the  general,  and  extended  their 
rancour  to  Dumouriez,  to  the  minifters,  and  to  the 
king  '. 
EffeAt  of  '  The  effedl  of  this  imprudent  letter  was  to  weaken 
i*  *^,*y-  the  royal  caufe,  and  to  afford  a  pretence  for  impu* 
cecding^'  tatious  the  moft  unjuft  and  inconfiftent  with  the  real 
character  of  the  king.  By  involving  Dumouriez, 
the  BrliTotine  faction,  and  the  whole  Jacobin  dub 
in  one  common  accufation,  it  fruftrated  thofe  effe£b 
which  might  have  been  derived  from  the  diffenfions 
already  prevailing  between  the  Briflbtines  and  the 
incorruptiblesy  and  laid  the  foundation  of  that  fuUen 
coalition  which  took  place  between  the  parties,  and 
enabled  them  to  ad  in  concert  for  the  deftrudion 
of  royalty.  The  firft  refult  of  la  Fayette's  proceed- 
ing was  the  dreadful  infurreftion  in  which  the  Ja- 
cobins tried  their  ftrength  againft  all  the  conftituted 
authorities,  and  fucceeded  in  making  the  king's  pa- 
lace a  fcene  of  tumult  and  horror '. 
JJiijoiy.  The  intelligence  of  this  infult  infpired  la  Fayette's 
Pari!**  army  with  the  utmoft  indignation ; .  it  is  even  laid 
that  they  propofed  figning  an  agreement  of  afib- 
ciation  to  refift  the  turther  encroachments  of  the 
Jacobins  on  the  royal  power,  but  were  prevented  by 

^  See  the  Letters  and  Debates  on  tbem.  See  alfo  Pases,  vol.  i. 
p. 462.  Iinpaitial  Hiltoiy,  vol.  it. p.  40.  Moore^s  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  4.89. 

r  See  a  fhoii  Minute  of  this  Debate  in  Jordan" a  Political  State  of 
Europe,  vol.  i.  p.  173. 

«  Bertrand*8  Memoirs^  vol.  li.  p.  330.  See  alfo  BuissOTy  RoBC-> 
8PFI£RRC»PlTI0N. 

the 
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the  general  K  He  rdblved  however  to  go  to  Paris  ; 
but,  with  his  ufual  vanity  and  want  of  toreflght,  in« 
ftead  of  preparing  a  party  to  welcome  his  arriysd 
and  give  impoitance  to  his  exertions,  or  fele&ing  a 
body  of  foldiers  to  accompany  and  fecond  his  efforts^ 
he  left  the  army  and  arrived  in  Paris  unattended 
and  unexpeded.  There  was,  on  the  firft  view, 
feme  appearance  of  courage,  fome  exhibition  of  a 
decided  chara6ler  in  this  conduft^  which  led  the 
king  to  hope  that  la  Fayette's  arrival  would  benefit 
his  affairs  "•  The  general's  return  occafioned  a. 
tranflent  fla(h  of  popularity,  a  momentary  gleam  of 
former  aflfeftion  in  the  people.  He  was  waited  on 
at  his  hotel  by  feveral  battalions  of  the  national 
guards,  who  entered  warmly  into  his  views,  and 
even  propofed  to  crufli  the  Jacobin  club  *.  A  tree 
of  liberty,  ornamented  with  garlands  and  cock- 
ades, was  planted  before  his  door ;  and  the  poif' 
fardes  greeted  him  with  their  cuftomary  acdsb 
mations  *"• 

The  general  repaired  to  the  national  aifembly,  sSttijane. 
where  he  delivered  a  (hort  but  energetic  fpeech,  ^"^  *^ 
avowing  his  letter  of  the  16th,  preffing  the  topics      *"  '" 
contained  in  it,  and  requiring  that  the  inftigators  of 
the  tumult  on  the  20th  of  June  (hould  be  brought 
to  condign  punifhment.     At  the  clofe  of  his  ha* 
rangue  he  was  invited  to  the  honours  of  the  fitting. 
The  Jacobins  were  fo  entirely  perfuaded  that  he 
came  attended  by  a  powerful  party,  or  at  ^eaft  that 
a  confiderable  divifion  of  his  army  was   on  the 
march  to  enforce  his  views,  that  their  filence  would 
have  afforded  him  an  eafy  triumph,  but  for  the  re« 

t  See  Debatei,  S9tb  Junt« 

*  BciiraDd*t  Mcmoirt,  vol.  ii.  p.  Jji*      Moore*«  View,  toI.  ii. 

<  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  49.      Pelcicr*t  Itte  Pidure  of  Paris» 

vol.  i.  p.  TSi> 

y  Impartial  Hiftory,  obi  fup.  Peltier  fays,  however,  that  the  nofe. 
^ys  and  fiihwomen  were  purchafcd  in  the  marktK  by  la  Faycttc^a 
t'jiendt.    See  late  Figure  ot  Parisy  ubi  fup. 

a>Ue£Uoii 
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colIe£UoA  and  intrepidity  of  Gaudet.    That  deputy^ 
feeing  the  imminent  ruin  of  his  fadion,  and  con« 
fcious  that  their  exiftence  depended  on  a  vigorous 
exertion,'  rofe,  and  with  his  accuftomed  eloquence 
commenced  a  fevere  philippic  againfl  the  general  for 
quitting  his  pod  without  leave,  and  for  attempting 
to  terrify  the  legiflature  by  prefenting  remonftrances 
from  his  army.     Gaudet  aiferted  that  he  well  de- 
ferved  to  have  a  decree  of  accufation  pronounced 
againft  him ;   but  contented  himfelf  with  moving, 
that  it  fhould  be  inquired  of  the  minifter  of  war, 
whether  he  had  given  la  Fayette  permiilion  to  quit 
the  army  under  his  command.      In  this  crifis  la 
Fayette  difplayed  the  littlenefs  of  his  mind,  and  his 
incapacity  to  meet  a  fudden  exigency  with  propor- 
tionate refources:  inftead  of  interrupting  the  firfl; 
fpeaker,  and  requefting  that  the  aHembly  (hould  in- 
ftantly  take  into  confideration  the  meflage  of  the 
army,  he  fat  (lill,  a  quiet,  unrefiiling,  and  unreply- 
ing  auditor  of  the  calumnies  and  invedives  uttered 
againfl  him.     Gaudet's  motion  was  negatived  by  a 
majority  of  five;   but  the  tribunes  were  fo  com* 
pletely  gained  by  the  fpirit  of  his  attack,  and  fo 
difgufted  with  the  pufiUanimous  condud:  and  con- 
temptible appearance  of  la  Fayette,  that  every  fpeech 
of  the  Jacobin  party  was  crowned  with  the  loudeft 
applaufes,  and  the  general  retired  from  the  hall  of 
the  aflembly,  baffled  and  derided  ^. 
Hit  em-        La  Fayette  was  now  thoroughly  fenfible  of  his 
own  imprudence,  and  fought  to  repair  it  when  too 
late.     He  endeavoured  to  regain  by  intrigue  the 
vantage-ground  which  he  had  loft  through  want  of 
courage,  and  ran  about  Paris  in  queft  of  advice  to 
enable  him  to  retrad  the  rafh  ftep  he  had  taken,  or 
maintain  his  credit  in  the  capital  and  in  the  army  *♦ 
His  friends  forefaw  his  ruin.    His  enemies,  who  fo 

s  Debatet.    Hi  (lories.    Bertrand^s  Memoirs,  vol.  iL  p.  33T.  etfeq. 
*  reltier*t  late  Piflure,  vol*  i«  p.  131. 
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lately  expelled  to  be  crufhed  by  his  influence,  now 
finding  their  immunity  fecured,  b^an  a  violent  and 
clamorous  attack  on  the  general.  They  exerted 
thdr  wonted  adivity,  and  their  ufual  means  to  make  . 
faim  odious  with  the  populace ;  he  was  ftigmatifed 
as  a  fecond  Cromwell^  and  the  mob  burned  him  ia 
effigy  ^  The  tribune  of  the  Jacobm  club  thundered 
with  declamations  againil  him^;  and  Dumouriez^ 
who  was  known  to  be  on  ill  terms  with  la  Fayett^ 
was  invited  to  join  in  a  plot  for  aflaifinating  his 
rival,  which  was  pointed  out  as  the  mod  efiedtual 
mode  of  re-eftablifhing  his  credit  with  the  Jacobia 
club,  whofe  favour  he  was  then  deiirous  to  regaia^ 
Dumouriez  however  declined  the  propo£ad  \ 

^  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  51* 

c  i'^mongthe  moft  remaikahle  fpeeches  made  on  the  occalion  it  tltat 
"  Coilot  d*Herhois,  of  which  the  following  is  an  exrra6l  1  •'  I  know 
**  very  well  that  Ciefarand  Cromwell,  made  uleot  their  armies  to  en« 
*^  fiave  their  coiintriei,  and  I  certainly  felt  no  incoufiderable  furprile 
**  at  finding  la  Fayette  ptit^  in  companion  with  thole  men*  Hit  pride 
'*  muff  be  gratified  by  the  parallel,  but,  ae  an  orator  in  the  national 
**  aflfembly  has  already  obferved,  iiich  comparifons  can  never  be  fuc* 
**  cer^fully  fupported.  Viriue,  however  Gmple  and  unaflbming,  majf 
"  acquire  celebrity  ;  but  vice  never  can,  unlefs  combined,  with  a 
**  magnitude  of  genius  which  raifes  it  to  fuch  a  height  at  to  atfraft  ad« 
**  miration  and  cie^te  altoniihment*  This  was  the  charaAeriih'c  of 
*'  Cromwell  and  Caefar,  and  hiftory  has  recorded  their  fame.  Tfaatof 
**  ia  Payette  will  have  but  a  momentary  commemoration  in  the  pages  of 
"  news-writers.  Little  courtiers*  tricks,  a i/-ir-Aa»/ intriguer,  Co  fa* 
**  miliar  to  the  NonUes  family,  gave  hiin  diltin^tion  in  the  American 
"  war,  in  preference  to  many  other  Frenchmen,  who  ferved  the  caufe 
*'  better  than  himfelf ;  and,  m  fa£l,  chince,  for  the  moment,  attached 
**^a  kind  of  charm  to  the  name  of  la  Fayette.  He  has  taken  advantage 
**  of  it.  You  aie  aftoniflieJ,  gentlemen,  that  he  has  not,  in  complianee 
**  with  the  law,  relinq\iiftied  it,  and  aflfumeJ  the  appellative,  Motieri 
<<  he  a£)s  prudently  1  if  he  giv£s  up  the  name  of  la  Fayette,  he  has  no- 
"  thing  left/*  See  le  Defenfeui-  de  la  Conftitution,  par  M.  Robe- 
fpierre,   p.  450. 

*  This  ftory  it  told  by  Dumouriez  ((ee  his  Life,  vol.  ii«  p,  4.11.)  |  »^ 

but  though  the  bafis  is  ftri^lly  confonant  with  the  violence  and  atrocity  "^ 

of  the  J.icobin  character,  Dumouriez  in  his  narrative  of  the  faA  bt- 
trays  (6  much  confufion,  and  misftatet  fo  many  circumftances,  that  a 
doubt  arifes  whether  the  propofal  was  ever  made,  or  whether  the  ac- 
count of  it  is  fabricated  by  Dumouriez  to  palliate  the  infamy  of  hia 
own  conduct,  and  to  divert  the  reader's  attention  from  an  examination 
into'  his  turpitude  and  treachery.  Dumouriez  ftates,  that  this  pro- 
pofal was  made  to  him  on  the  lytb  or  i8ih  of  June,  at  which  time  ia 

Fayette  was  at  Maubeuge,  and  that  la  Fayette  had  departed  from  Paria  | 

three  days  before  the  irruption  into  the  palace  on  the  aoth  of  June, 
when  in  faA  he  did  not  go  10  Paris  till  eight  dayt  afttf  that  event. 

Dif. 
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Rctnmt  f     Difappointed,  infulted,  and  trembling  for  his  own 
e  army,   jj^fg^y^  ^j^^  jj^j.^  ^f  ^jjg  ^^q  worlds  fled  from  P^iris^ 

to  refume  the  command  of  his  army ;  haviag,  by 
this  difplay  of  his  temerity  and  wealuiefs,  added  to 
the  refources  as  well  as  to  the  infolence  of  his  op- 
ponents. They  eagerly  availed  themfelves  of  the 
advantage  thus  acquired,  and  the  engines  of  Jacobin 
detraction  were  ailiduoufly  employed  againft  him. 
Ixertiont  Every  kind  of  rancorous  and  fcurrilous  inve£Uve 
^  ^^.  was  vented  againft  him  at  the  Jacobin  club  and  in 
the  Jacobin  papers;  numerous  petitions  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  metropolis,  and  from  feveral  of 
the  departments,  from  the/ederesj  and  even  from  indi« 
viduals,  were  prefented  to  the  aifembly,  requiring 
his  puniihment^;  and  at  length  Briflot,  Gaudet, 
and  the  leaders  of  the  Gironde,  brought  forward 
their  abfurd  denunciation  refpedling  the  propofal 
made  by  him  to  Luckner,  a  denunciation  which 
afforded  another  proof  of  the  mendacity  of  thofe 
demagogues,  but  which  did  not  diminim  their  po« 
pularity,  or  reftore  the  affedtion  of  the  people  to 
la  Fayette  K 
la  Fay.  To  iucreafe  his  influence,  and  acquire  the  unli- 
«n^f  con,  mited  confidence  of  his  army,  now  became  the  ge- 
neral's principal  endeavour  ;  and  his  fuperiority 
bath  fai  talents  and  manners  to  Luckner  facilitated 
his  fuccefs.  The  Jacobin  writers  have  with  equal 
prefumption  and  ignorance  afferted,  that  la  Fayette 
betrayed  his  country,  and  permitted  the  Auftrians 
to  penetrate  the  French  territories,  thinking  with 
their  afliilance  to  crufh  the  Jacobins,  and  obtain 
fuch  a  conftitution  as  the  Engiifh''.  This  is  ob> 
▼ioufly  a  calumny ;  and  his  condu6k  is  better  de* 
pi£ted  by  the  marquis  de  Bouille,  who  fays ;  ^^  La 
**  Fayette,  who  commanded  on  the  Sambre,  the 
^^  Meufe,  and  the  Mofelle,  met  with  no  check,  it  is 
*^  true,  but  obtained  no  fuccefs;  the  confequencQ 

'  SceDeHates.  t  Sef  Brmsot. 

^  Lou?tt*s  Nariadve,  p.  9,  io» 
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of  his  great  circumfpe£lion  both  as  a  general  and 
a  politician  ^"  La  Fayette  at  this  time  was 
confidered  the  only  effeAual  protedor  of  the  royal 
family  ;  and  was  willing  to  have  ufed  any  exertion 
which  his  limited  genius  and  the  frigid  drcumfpeC" 
tion  of  his  character  allowed,  to  have  refcued  his 
fovereign  from  the  fiate  too  obvioufly  impending 
over  him.  There  is  little  room  to  doubt  that  fomc 
fuch  plan  was  in  agitation,  and  that  la  Fayette  pro- 
pofed  with  the  affiftance  of  his  army  to  give  it 
eflfed ;  but  what  was  the  nature  of  the  plan,  or  to 
whom  it  was  confided,  remains  at  prefent  an  infcru- 
table  myftery.  I  (hall  give  the  account  of  external 
appearances  in  the  words  of  Dumouriez,  a  compe- 
tent though  prejudiced  judge,  who  was  then  with 
the  army.  ^^  Whatever  might  hp  the  aim  of  la 
**  Fayette  and  the  faftion  attached  to  him,  he 
^^  deemed  it  proper  to  change  his  command  for 
**  that  of  the  army  of  the  north,  which  brought 
^^  him  nearer  to  Paris,  and  to  banifh  Luckner  to 
**  the  centre.  Thefe  generals,  like  Casfar  and 
•*  Pompey,  confidered  themfelves  the  proprietors 
"  of  their  refpeftive  armies ;  each  believed  himfelf 
•*  greatly  beloved  by  his  own  troops,  and  did  not 
**  choofe  to  relinquiih  them.  However,  the  war 
^^  then  appeared  likely  to  become  more  brifk  on 
*^  the  frontier  towards  which  Luckner  was  fent ; 
**  for  the  Pruflians  were  afiembling  in  the  province 
**  of  Luxembourg  and  the  deflorate  of  Treves. 
•*  One  part  of  the  Imperial  army  had  at  the  fame 
*'  time  crofied  through  the  Low  Countries,  under 
^  the  command  of  general  Clairfait,  in  order  to 
**  join  them ;  and  the  emigrants  flew  thither  in 
<<  crowds  along  with  the  king's  brothers.  It  was^ 
^^  at  a  moment  like  this,  when  every  man  ought  to 
^^  have  remained  at  his  poft  in  order  to  defend 
^  that  part  with  which  he  had  made  himfelf  ac- 

^  BouilH*t  McmolvZg  p.  497. 
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^'  quainted,  with  troops  alfo  accuftomed  to  the 

^^  country,  that  the  miniiler  at  war  and  the  two 

^^  generals    concerted  a   mofl    extraordinary  and 

^^  dangerous  movement ;  this  was  no  lefs  than  to 

*'  tranfport  Luckner's  army  to  Metz^  and  that  of 

••  la  Fayette  to  Valenciennes.     In  confequence  of 

^  this,  both  the  frontiers  were  ftripped  during  fis- 

veral  days  of  their  protedion,  the  two  armies 

were  fatigued  by  a  march  of  eighty  leagues  ia 

♦*  the  month  of  July,  and  this  was  alfo  fo  far  re* 

'^  markable,  as  it  produced  a  re^union  during  two 

days  of  all  the  troops  and  both  the  generals,  at 

an  internal   pofition,    towards    Capelle,    within 

•*  forty  leagues  of  Paris.     If  it  were  the  plan  of 

^  this  fa&ion  to  march  to  Paris,  it  is  at  lead  certain 

*^  that  Luckner  had  not  bew  apprized  of,  and  did 

**  not  confent  to  it.     But  there  was  no  manner 

•*  of  occafion  either  for  him  or  his  army,  as  on  the 

**  receipt  of  an  order  from  the  king  to  march  toward 

^  Sedan,  he  would  inftantly  have  obeyed,  and  the 

**  twenty  thoufand  men  under   la  Fayette  would 

^  have  been  fufEcient  to  have  effedled  a  revolution 

«  in  Parish'* 

tthA«g.       Stimulated  by  revenge  or  apprehenfion,  the  Ja- 

K^lttff  ^^^^^  *^  length  made  their  laft  grand  effort  to  de- 

him.        ftroy  la  Fayette.     Jean  de^Brie  produced  the  report 

on  the  general's  condud,  and  concluded  by  moving 

for  a  decree  of  acculation  againft  him.     He  was 

fupported  by  BrifTot,  who  reinforced  the  arguments 

adduced  with  all  the  invedive  which  his  talent  for 

^fehopd,  and  his  inveterate  rancour  could  fupply. 

La  Fayette  was'  defended  by  M.  Vaublanc  and 

other  members.      The  decree  of  accufation  was 

segatived  by  a  large  majority  \     The  galleries,  du- 

xit^  the  whole  debate,  had  ihewn  the  moft 
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^  Life  of  Pumpuriezi  vpl.  iji.  p.  f  S.  Peltier^s  late  PiAure  of 
PaiU,  vol.  ii.  p.  175. 

1  Pour  huniired  and  fix  ngainfl  two  hundred  and  twenty- four* 
Set  Debates.    Hiltoriei.    M»or«*s  Journil,  vol.  i.  p.  ai. 
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partiality  to  the  accufers  of  h  Fayette.  When  his 
defenders  were  retiring  from  the  hall,  they  were 
ftirrounded  by  parties  of  the  rabble,  who  infulted, 
hooted,  hiffed,  and  even  pelted  them  with  dirt  and 
rubbifh ;  M.  Vaublanc  narrowly  efcaped  affaflina- 
tion  "• 

This   acquittal  of    the    principal   fupporter    ofConfe- 
royalty  communicated  to  the  Jacobins  a  dread  left  ^?^^^*  ^ 
the  caufe  itfelf  fhould  finally  triumph.     They  found  quitiai. 
their  influence    in    the  affembly  infufficient,    and 
therefore  determined  to  place  their  chief  reliance  on  -, 

the  mob.  The  queftion  of  the  king's  dechmnce 
was  therefore  poftponed,  and  the  revolt  of  the  tenth 
of  Auguft  organlfed. 

By  a  fingular  accident,  la  Fayette  was  apprifed  of  informed 
the  events  of  that  fatal  day,  before  any  account  of  ?^  '^f  . 
it  reached  the  army.     He  had  fent  M.  d' Arblais,  prifon/"'" 
an  officer  of  diftinftion  in  the  army,  with  fome  dif-  ™*"^* 
patches  to  the  war  minifter.     On  the  morning  of 
the  eleventh,  when  M.  d'Arblais  had  arrived  within 
a  poft  of  Paris,  he  was  met  by  a  grenadier  of  the 
national  guard,  who  informed  him  of  the  events  of 
the  preceding  day.     After  furmounting  fome  op- 
pofition  from  the  municipal  officers  of  the  place, 
M.  d' Arblais  returned  to  Sedan,  and  imparted  to 
his  general  the  intelligence  he  had  received  ■. 

Had  la  Fayette  poffeffed  the  gem'us  requifite  for  CoDdua. 
the  part  he  fancied  himfelf  capable  of  performing, 
that  of  leader  of  a  revolution,  he  would  inftantly 
have  availed  himfelf  of  his  information,  and  by  means 
of  his  popularity  might  have  induced  his  army  to 
adopt  fuch  a  line  of  coiiiduft  as  would  efFeftually 
have  detached  them  from  th^  interefts  and  influence 
of  the  Jacobins,  and  founded  an  adive  oppofing 
power.    He  made  no  attempt  of  the  kindj    but 

tt  Fcnn«l'«  Review,  p.  338.    Moore*t  Jounial,  vol.  i.  p.  »«.    Ac- 
count of  the  Revoit  and  Maflliciv»  p.  i  )• 
•  Moore's  Journa),  vol.  i.  ^.  s^3. 
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after  the  afielnbly  bad  deftroyed  the  conftitutioti» 
he  aite^led  to  bind  his  army  by  oaths  to  maintain 
it.  tnftead  of  impelling  them  to  fome  aflive  refo- 
lutions  againft  the  traitors  in  the  capital,  he  con- 
tented himfeif  with  a  neutral  adherence  to  a  con(titu- 
don  which  contempt  no  lefs  than  violence  had  aheady 
devoted  to  deflru3ion.  Dumouriez,  who  anxioufly 
watched  the  motions  of  la  Fayette,  immediately  re- 
jected this  oath,  and  denounced  his  rival  for  pro- 
pofing  it  i  he  befieged  the  committee  of  twenty-one 
with  complaints  and  petitions,  and  finally  fucceeded 
in  obtaining  the  command  of  la  Fayette's  army  ^ 

In  the  confufion,  and  amidft  the  horrors  of  the 
tenth  of  Auguft,  and  the  fucceeding  days,  la  Fayette 
bad  not  been  overlooked  or  forgotten.  All  buils 
and  pidures  of  him  were  afTiduoufly  fought  out  and 
deftroyed  **.  A  celebrated  artift,  named  Duvivier, 
employed  at  the  French  mint,  had  been  engaged  to 
engrave  a  medal  with  an  infcription  in  honour  of 
the  Wafhington  of  France.  Seeing,  from  the  afpeft 
of  affairs,  that  his  work  was  not  likely  to  add  either 
to  his  wealth  or  reputation,  he  offered  up  the  un- 
iinifhed  performance  on  the  altar  of  the  common 
council,  who  unanimoufly  decreed  that  it  (hould  be 
broke  to  pieces  by  the  common  executioner "". 

La  Fayette  was,  at  this  period,  at  Sedan,  to  which 
iojersar-  place  three  commiflioners  were  difpatched  to  en- 
"*"  Kghten  the  army;  and,  as  fome  fuppofed,  toarreft 
the  general  '•  He  had,  however,  anticipated  their 
defign,  and  ufed  his  influence  with  the  municipality 
fo  effeftually,  that  the  commifEoners  were  arretted 
immediately  on  their  arrival.  The  news  of  thi« 
event,  together  with  la  Fayette's  addrefs  to  the  mu- 
nicipality and  to  his  troops,  excited  the  moft  lively 


Commt/^ 


^  Lou  vet's  Nsirative,  p.  s8. 

P  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  115. 

^  Peltier's  late  Pi^iurc,  vol.  ii.  p.  no. 

'  Hiftoues.    Moore's  Journal j  vol.  i.  p.  75. 
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ifidign^^n;;  abd  .psovpted  the  moft  violent  refii- 
ludoiis*  He  Wfc$:denotioced  in  cke^affendily,  and  a 
decree  of  acculatba'  aiid  diegradafiooi  procured 
9gai^  hfia.,  Kcw'coihniitflioiierB  h^aere  dii^aoched 
.with  pQwers  more  exteoifiive,  and  'With*  cNnlsr^  to 
avoid  c<Miiing  within  the  teach  c(  hh  influencd. 
The  {beets  of  Paris  edioed  with  damours  and  yq- 
proaches  againft  him,  a 'price  was  fet  on  his  bead, 
and  all  citissens  charged  to  affift  in  apprehending,  and 
authorifed  to  deftroy  him  *• 

The  arreftation  of  the  cammiffioners  was  the  iaft  La  f^j- 
aft  of  authority  performed  by  la  Fayette ;  and  in  f "  uJnt  * 
this,  as  in  every  other  inftance,  he  betrayed  his  in*  condua. 
confideratenefs  and  want  of  judgment.  He  had  not 
fecured  the  adherence  of  his  army,  nor  taken  any 
ftep  to  obtain  the  aid  or  infure  the  forbearance  of  the 
enemy  in  cafe  of  refiftance  from  his  own  troops,  or 
of  oppofition  from  any  other  body  of  forces  to  the 
plan  he  might  have  conceived*  He  foon  experienced 
that  Httle  reUanoe  could  be  placedx  on  his  fbldiers ; 
for,  although  a  great  part  of  them  profeffed  an  ad« 
herence  to  his  views,  feveral  battalions  revolted, 
and  declared  for  the  national  aflembly  \  Defertions 
were  very  frequent,  and  the  deferters  who  repaired 
to  Paris  were  fo  honourably  received  as  to  afford 
encouragement  to  others  to  follow  their  example  "• 
After  the  impiifonment  of  the  conuniflioners,  la 
Fayette  pafled  five  days  with  bis  army,  irrefolute, 
incapable  of  aflion,  and  .confcious-  that  the  reins  of 
power  were  flipping  from  his  feeble  grafp.  The 
army  began  to  teftify  diifatisfadtion  at  the  arreft  of 
the  deputies ;  the  patriotic  club  of  Sedan  excited 
fome  riots  round  the  place  of  their  detention.  A 
rumour  prevailed  that  Dumoi^fiez  was  at  Valen* 
ciennes,  conceiting  hoflile  meafures  with  the  new 
commiflioners*    Ine  difcontent  of  the  troops  daily 

•  Debates.    Hiftories.    Moor*!  Journal,  tol.  i.  p.  tit. 
t  Fenner*  Review,  p^  455.  »  Sec  Debates. 

VQJU.  I.  It  increafed; 
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iilcreafied;  and  thejr  even  jvoceeded  fd  fitf  as  to 
deride  the  eflForis  of  Alexander  Lameth  to  induce 
them  to  take  the  oath  which  la  Fayette  had  direded. 

i6tb  Aug.  Conirinced,  at  length,  of  the  impoffibilky  of  efied- 

'^^^^f  ,]jig  any  undertaking,  dcber  honouraUe  or  advan- 
tageous to  himfelf,  la  Fayette  terminated  his  in- 
gk>xiou8  career  by  i  daadeftiae  flight,  leaving  the 
municipality  of  Sedan,  and  all  thole  who  had  been 
xnifled  by  his  reprelbttations,  to  fuftain  the  ven- 
geance of  the  triumphant  party,  'Without  premoni- 
tion of  his  defigns,  or  the  poflibility  of  excufing 
their  ovm  conduct.  He  was  attended  in  his  flight 
by  tKenty^three  officers  and  their  fervants.  They 
took<  their,  route  through  the  woods  of  Bouillon, 
and,  favoured  by  the  darknefs,  efcaped  unperceived. 

nd  cap-  .^  little  beyond  Rochcfort  they  were  defcried  by  a 
picquet-^ard  of  Limbourg  volunteers.  A  detach- 
ment of  horfe  was  immediately  ordered  to  fecure 
Jbbem«  They  furrendered  without  refiftance,  and 
were  made  priibno^  by  the  king  of  Pruffia  \ 

l^te  con.  Hie  lacobins  confidered  the  flight  of  la  Fayette  a 
^  moft  propitious  event,  as  it  relieved  diem  from  all 
the  -  terrors  his  prefence  occafioned,  and  confirmed 
their  afcendancy  over  the  whole  army.  The  afiem- 
bly  coafifcated  his  eftate  ^.  It  was  pretended,  how- 
ever, that  he  had  fecured  thirty-feven  thoufand 
Louis'^d^orj  mhich  were  taken  from  him  at  the  time 
pf  his  capture ;  but  there  appears  no  authority  or 
foundatiodifdo:  this  report  '• 

"^  P*Uier*s  late  Viaune,  toU  in  p.  1^3,  et  (eq.  HiAorics.  I  dofc 
the  memoirs  of  la  Favctte  at  this  period^  bec^aie  a  difcufilon  of  the 
pfcrticolart  6f  hts  captivity  and  releafe  is  not  confiilent  with  the  prio- 
dpal  ob)«ll  of  this  work.  ThofeiP^ho  may  be  inclined  to  parfnc  the 
iubie£l  are  rcferied  to  ihe  .difcuflipa  of  bit  prottft  by  Peltier  (Late 
Pinub;  vo);  ii.  p.  iKS) ;  to  the  admfrable  fpeeches  of  Biuke  and 
Windham  In  the  Parliamenftai^  Diebatee)  and  to  a  pamphiet»  intitkd 
*.'  An  EflTay  on  the  Caufes  and  Viciilitades  of  the  French  Revolution, 
*^  including  a  vindication  of  general  la  Fa  jette^t  charaAer.**  Printed 
for  Debretr,  1797. 

7  Debates.    Felti^*a  laie  PtAntiet  ir#L  ti.  p.  199, 

*  Meicurc  Franfoik*  No.  dn  to  Oftobn  1791  • 


fifcated. 


La  FAYETTE.  483 

During  the  tyranny  of  Robefpierre,  all  the  re-  Fm  of  hit 
latives  or  la  Fayette  who  remained  in  France  were  '^'^y* 
imprifoned,  and  mod  of  them  executed.     His  wife 
was  by  fome  accident  not  included  in  any  of  the 
lifts  of  profcription;    ihe  furvived  the  tyrant,   ob* 
tained  her  liberty,  and  rejoined  her  hulband  \ 

The  municipality,  of  Sedan,  whom  la  Fayette  had  *nd  of  the 
abandoned  without  affording  them  the  means  of  ne-  ^|Jy 'Jf 

Sotiating  for  their  own  fafety  or  repairing  their  fault,  Sedan, 
berated  the  cqmmiffioners  with  the  moft'humble  pro* 
teflations  and  fubmiilive  apologies.  Kerfaint,  one  of 
the  conuniffioners,  interceded  for  them,  and  ob« 
tained  from  the  affembly  a  promife  of  pardon ;  but 
in  the  time  of  Robefpierre  they  were  imprifoned 
and  guillotined  en  majfe  \ 

•  Mift  Williain«*t  Letters  in  I794t  rol.  ii.  p.  94. 

^  Debate!.    Mif'i  Williams*!  Letters  in  i794.^fo].  liu  p.  75. 
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tytS.     t^  CBET,  iirho  late  in  life  made  himfelf  famous  by 

faffi''^  ^^^  apoftafy,  was  born  of  plebeian  parents  at 

"^     ^"*  Porentrui,  in  the  dominions  of  the  prince  bifliop  of 

Bafil.'    That  prelate  had  (hewn  great  kindnefs  to 

Cobet  and  all  his  family;  and  moft  probably  by 

his  afTiilance  Gobet  was  advanced  to  the  bifliopric 

of  Lydda.     He  was  alfo  the  biihop's  fufFragan  for 

thofe  parts  of  his  diocefe  which  lay  within  the  French 

territories  *. 

nt9'         Gobet  was  returned  a  member  of  the  conftituent 

of  conftl-    ^ff^'^b^y  fo^  ^  canton  of  Alface,  was  one  of  the  left 
tuentaf-    JidCj  and  a  conftant  attendant  at  the  Jacobin  club, 
fembiy.      Hg  difplayed  his  ingratitude  by  a  perfidious  attempt 
to  deprive  his  beneiaftor  of  his  dominions,  and  re- 
duce him  to  a  penfion  of  twelve  thoufand  livres 
(525/.)  a-year.     This  was  to  have  been  performed 
by  means  of  an  infurredion,  which  he  had  inftigated 
his  relations  to  promote  to  the  utmoft  of  their  pover, 
but  the  projed  failed  **• 
i4tfa  Mar.      His  intereft  with  the  Jacobins,  and  his  difregard 
Made        ^^  every  fcruple  which  oppofed  his  progrefs  to  pre- 
biOiop  of    ferment,  occafioned  his  nomination  to  be  conftitu- 
^*^**        tional,  or  intruding  biihop  of  Paris.     Immediately 
on  his  appointment,  he  went  to  his  patrons,  the 
Jacobins>  to  profefs  his  devotion  to  their  commands, 

*  LettiTf  d*un  Francois  fur  Ut  Moycns  qui  ont  oper^  la  RfToIo- 
tion»  &c«  p.  51.  Gobtft  Speech  to  the  ConveDtioB»  71b  Not.  I793« 
BaiTuel^t  Hiltory  of  the  Cl^^gy,  Part  I.  p.  81. 

*  Lettre  d*un  Fian^ois,  &c.  p«  51  • 
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and  cordial  paf  tictpation  in  all  thdir  views.  Some  H^^  Apr. 
time,  afterwards  he  repeated  the  fame  fentiments  to 
the  aflembly,  and  received^  as  ufual,  the  compliments 
of  the  kft  jSde.  A  wag  on  the  rigkt  ftde  moved  > 
that  his  fpeech,  together  with  the  anfwer  of  the 
prefident,  Rewbell,  .fhould  be  printed  and  fent  to 
die  departments^.  Oobet  was  Jittle  diftinguifhjsd 
in  the  affembly ;  his  eloquen.ce  made  no  impiQ^on^ 
and  few  of  his  effi^rts  are  recorded  \  the  moil  re« 
markable  was  a  canting  ipeech  which  he  made  qx| 
the  public  felicity,  and  the  univerfal  joy  on  the  pro^ 
intdgation  of  the  conftituticHi.  He  praifed  the  al&m*  >*<l  $«p^ 
biy  for  having  conilaixtly  dxiplayed  the  firmed  con* 
fidence  in  God,  and  invited  the  faithful  amongft 
them  to  a  religious  ceremony  to  be  pierformed  th^ 
next  Sunday,  when  the  mafs  was  to  be  followed  by 
a  fermon  analogous  to  the  occafion^  and  the  whol^ 
terminated  by  a  grand  Te  Veum^*  Twenty-four 
members  were  appointed  to  attend  at  the  cathedral. 

During  the  fittings  of  the  legiflative  affembly  he  <3ci  Jan. 
was  not  noticed ;  he  was  appointed  by  the  coaven-  ig^ni^^* 
tion  commiffary  to  the  execudve  power  at  Poreatrui, 
bis  native  place,    but  was,   {qt  fome  caufe,    de* 
nounced  to  the  convention  by  the  popular  fociety 
eftablifhed  there  ^      On  his  return  to  Paris,  he  Renounces 
formed  a  connexion  with  the  Cordeliers,  and,  by  ^*  "*'" 
the  perfuafion  of  Clootz,  Hebert,  and  Chaumette  \ 
aided   by  a  bribe   of  eighty-five    thpufand    livre€ 
(3718/.   15  i«)  from  the  commiuee  of  public  fafcty  *. 
was  induced  to  make  a  formal  and  public  renunciar 
tion  of  his  religion.    This  execrable  apoftafy,  which 
youth  and  ambidon  could  not  have  excufed,  was 
referved  for  him  at  the  age  of  fixty-feven;  a  period 
when  habit,  if  not  reafon,   might  have  been  fup* 

^  Debates.    See  Mcrc«ire  Frsr^oiSi  No.  du  7  Mai  17919  p.  15* 
f  Debates.  S  Idetn. 

^  Confpiracy  of  Robefpierre,  p.  118. 
<  Etat  de  U  Francsi  p.  66. 
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7«hNer.  pofcd  to  confef  ftabiUty;  and  when  hope  and  fear, 
''^*'  to  far  as  they  relate  to  temporal  advantage,  might 
be  coniidered  as  mortified  or  fufpended.  He  went 
to  the  bar  of  the  convention,  and  made  a  ridiculouB 
fpeech,  in  which  he  averred  that  there  ought  to  be 
no  other  worihip  but  that  of  liberty  and  equality, 
and  renounced  his  fondtions  as  minifter  of  the 
catholic  church.  This  profane  and  indecorous 
ceremony  (for  he  came  attended  by  his  redor  and 
the  municipality  of  Paris)  was  permitted,  and  ap« 
plauded  by  the  national  convention.  Gobec  re* 
ceived  the  fraternal  embrace  from  the  prefident  ^ ; 
the  wife  of  Anacharfis  Clootz  propofed  that  a  flatue 
(hould  be  decreed  to  the  firft  prieft  who  had  abjured 
chriftianity,  and  that  the  prefent  a&ra  fhould  be  de-» 
nominated  the  reign  of  Nature  ^  The  applaufe 
beftowed  on  this  profanation  produced  many  fimiisir 
feenes ;  the  clergy  from  all  quarters  of  the  republic 
made  Hmihr  ^roteftations,  and  a  general  plunder  of 
the  effefts  of  the  church  was  fanftioned  ™. 
HU  rf ..  But  though  intereft  or  ambition  had  fwayed  Go- 

pcniance.   y^^^  ^^  ^q^  Jj^  ^j^jg  difffraceful  manner,  confcience  re- 
proached and  depnved  him  of  all  internal  conro-> 
lation.     Under  the  influence  of  remorfe  and  terror, 
he  applied  to  the  abb^  Barruel  for   advice  and 
afliftance,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  return  to  the 
bofom  of  the  church.     Every  thing  was  arranged ; 
the  pope  had  liftened   with   kindnefs  to  his  pro- 
feffions  of  penitence  and  promifes  of  future  fidelity, 
Gobet  had  written  his  retraftation  of  errors  in  fix  let- 
ters, addreiTed  to  different  individuals  and  bodies  cor- 
porate.  He  was  anxious  to  quit  France  that  he  might 
efcape  the  fury  of  the  Jacobins ;  but  his  defign  be- 
Arreftcd     came  known  to  Robefpierre.     Five  months  after  his 
and  cxc-    abjuratiou  of  religion,  Gobet  was  arrefted,  tried  on 
9th  April,  a  charge  of  counter-revolutionary  crimes,  and  exe- 

k  Debates.  '  Tableau  des  Prifoos  ibus  Rpbcfpicire, 

1^  ConrpuracyofKobefpicrrejp,  iiS. 

cuted* 
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cuted.  His  ftate  of  mind  was  truly  deplorable; 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  religion,  yet  he  had  re* 
nounced  all  his  fhare  in  its  confolatory  promifes ;  on 
the  eve  of  returning  to  the  faith  he  had  abandoned, 
but  Qit  off  ere  he  could  put  his  defign  in'ezeciition. 
His  deportment  was  marked  with  the  horrors  which 
agitated  his  Ibul,  and  .betrayed  jhe  .^ngs  of  anxiety, 
remorfe,  and  defpair  "• 

A  Meinofras  poni-  fciyir  »  Vl^oi^ttdnJKchifiiSaat^'fiirBvtuti, 
vol.  ii.  i»^  4.53*  n.  Confpkacy  of  Robc^if^c^  P«  no»  Mifs  WUr 
Jiami^s  tetters  fir  1794,  vol.  il.  p;  j^. 


487 


.f 


•  .1,  t  ■ 


1 


ti4 


C    48»    3 


JACQUES  RENE.HEBE1LT 


KUorigi.  rTziiEKT  wss  0ti6  df  iliofe  wTetcbes  whom  die 
Ml  fiiua-  XA  revohition  xttifed  from  obfcurity  aid  iiuTigence, 
and  placed  on  an  eminence  to  which  neither  virtue 
or  talents  enabled  them  to  afpire.  He  was  a  barber 
in  a  fmall  village  %  came  to  Paris  in  quality  of 
candle-fnuffer  to  a  theatre,  and  was  afterwards 
promoted  to  the  receipt  of  entrance-money  at  one 
of  the  doors '';  but  being  difcharged  for  difho- 
nefty,  he  had  recourfe  to  a  lefs  unprincipled  mode 
of  robbery,  that  of  picking  pockets  '^^ 

The  revolution  however  foon  opened  a  road  to 

celebrity  and  fortune,  from  which  he  even  was  not 

excluded.     What  were  his  firft  occupations  I  have 

not  been  able  to  difcover,  but  he  foon  became 

known  as  a  difciple  of  Marat,  and  as  a  promoter  of 

thofe  meafures  which  were  afterwards  called  tdtra' 

9d  Sept.     revolutionary.     The  firft  exploit  in  which  he  made. 

'79*'        any  confpicuous  figure  was  as  judge  of  the  mock 

UKorce.    tribunal  at  the  prifon  of  la  Force  j  where  he  direfted, 

amongft  many  other  murders,  that  of  the  princeiTe 

de  Lamballe  \ 

His  paper.      He  became  editor  of  a  journal  called  L^  Pere  Du- 

cbefne^  which  totally  eclipfed  the  efforts  of  Prud'- 

homme  in  falfity  and  ranpour,  and  almoft  rivalled 

the  friend  of  the  people  himfejf  in  bjafphemy,  virui- 

*  Confpirapy  of  Robefpterre^  p.  114. 
P  Mifs  Williams*t  Letters  in  i794-«  vol.  iii«  p.  68.  n. 
1  Tableau  des  Prilbnt  fout  Robefpierre. 

'  PeUiei*8  late  Pifturei  Vp).  it,  p*  375«    Conjuration  de  d*OrlcaDS« 
vol.  iii*  p.  107* 
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kxice,  and  obfcenity '.    The  fervid  r^bn  of  the 
Jacobins  being  too  temperate  for  his  furious  zeat^ 
he  became  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Cordeliers, 
who  were  compofed  of  the  mod  combuftible  mem- 
bers of  the  former  club.     His  fervices  were  fpeedily 
acknowled|^d  and  rewarded  by  his  party ;  he  was 
employed  by  them  to  hunt  down  whpmfoever  they 
diiliked,  particularly  the  BriiTotlne  fatdtion ;  and  to 
give  more  effed  to  his  calumnies,  his  journal  was 
circulated  with  the  greateft  profufion,  it  was  left  at 
die  poft-houfes  and  inns,  and  even  thnift  into  the 
doors  of  the  cottages  that  the  poor  might  not  efcape 
its^  influence  ^     He  was  permitted  to  draw  large 
funis  from  the  public  treafury,  private  confifcations 
and  bribes  were  added  to  gratify  his  rapacity,  and 
by  the  influence  of  his  party  he  was  created  deputy 
prooiftur-geniral   of   the    cmnmune  "•      Soon  after  15th  oa. 
t-be  meeting  of  the  convention,  the  iniblence  of  the 
cotnmune  excited  the  indignation  of  the  Gironde : 
Kerfaint  attacked  them  with  great  acrimony ;  and 
Hebert,  who  attended  as  their  folicitor,  made  a  very 
bold  and  petulant  reply,  which  did  him  great  credit 
with  the  Mountaia''.     His  infolence  arofe  to  fuch  a  March 
height,  that  he  prefented  at  the  bar  a  petition  which  '^9^* 
required  the  heads  of  all  the  generals,  and  all  the 
members  of  the  executive  council  ''•    He  was  after-  asd  May. 
wards  arretted  by  the  committee  of  twelve ;  but  his 
fadion  made  his  releafe  a  public  caufe,  and  the  im-  30th  May. 
petuous  mob  obtained  it  by  force  from  the  terrified 
convention  ■. 

*  For  t  chara6^er  of  his  jouma),  fee  Lonvct's  Narrativei  p.  14.. 
Appel  a  I'lmpartiale  Poftcriie,  vol.  ti.  p.  34.  Play  fail's  Hittory  of 
JacobiniTiRy  p.  584. 

<  Confpiracy  of  Kobefpierre,  p.  90. " 

"  See  Conrpiracy  of  Kobeipierre,  p.  12S.  Some  Perfont  have 
aflerted  that  tie  was  member  of  the  convention ,  but  this  is  a  miftake. 
See  New  Annual  Kegifter  for  1793,  p.  177.  Playtair*s  Uiftory  of 
Jacobinifmy  p.  561. 

<  Debates.    Kobefpierrc  \  fes  Commcttanty  to1«  u  p.  ^75; 
r  Debates.     Pagis,  vol.  '\u  p.  14a. 

»  I^uvet*s  Narrative,  p.  51.  Conrpiracy  of  RobefpienTy  p.  fa4» 
Garat  fays,  and  juftly,  that  it  was  a  jrrcat  folly  to  fend  Hebert  to  iail» 
while  Marat  remain<Ki  in  the  conveauon.    MemoirSi  p.  I44< 

M 


490  H  E  B  £  R  T. 

Profecotcs  As  dq)uty  procureur^  he  was  employed  in  the 
iht  queen,  profccution  of  the  unfortunate  queen  * ;  and  in  re- 
ducing the  allegations  againfl:  her,  be  had  the  un- 
blu(hing  brutality  to  make  that  charge,  at  which 
human  nature  revolts,  at  which  every  mother  and 
every  fon  feels  the  blood  chill  with  horror;  that 
charge,  which  neither  Jacobin  or  Cordelier  befides 
himfelf  would  avow,  and  which  excited  the  in(£g- 
natioa  even  of  Robefpierre  *•.  While  the  Briflb- 
tines  retained  any  power  or  credit  with  the  public, 
Hebert,  at  the  head  of  the  Cordeliers,  was  encou- 
raged to  attack  them,  and  he  vainly  fiippofed  that 
his  adivity  in  the  ftorm  was  the  chief  caufe  of  it, 
and  that  he  was  qualified  to  dired  as  well  as  profit 
by  it.  This  error  was  confirmed  by  the  increafing 
influence  of  his  party,  fome  of  whom,  jealous  di 
Robefpierre,  were  deTirous  of  raifmg  a  faction  which 
ihould  keep  him  in  check ;  but  tneir  condud  in*' 
fured  their  downfal  on  the  firft  change  of  popular 
Manners'  Opinion*  They  afpired  to  the  reputation  of  iingu- 
•f  the  brity ;  they  baniflied  from  converfation  the  cut 
Coiauiierf.  tomary  compliment  of  fir  and  madam ;  {torn  ad- 
drefs,  the  ceremony  of  a  bow ;  from  external  ap- 
pearance, cleanlinefs  and  decency ;  from  manners,, 
urbanity ;  from  the  conjugal  tie,  permanence  \ 
from  the  living,  religion;  and  from  the  dying, 
hope :  they  obliterated  every  veftige  of  old  cuftoms, 
by  a  new  calendar ;  they  eftabliflied  the  law  of  di- 
vorces, took  away  all  fandUmony  from  the  forms  of 
marriage,  baptifm,  and  burial,  and  proclaimed  the 
doctrine  that  death  is  an  eternal  Jleep.  The  immc^ 
diate  effe^  of  thefe  innovations  on  the  appearance, 

*  See  her  trial  and  his  evidence,  Jordan*s  Political  Stale  of  £■• 
rope,  vol.  V.  p.  i6s.     Proces  des  Bourbons,  vol.  iii. 

b  Sec  Mifs  William&'s  Letters  in  1794.,  vol.  i.  p«  154*  155.  vol^ii* 
p>^  1 3.  It  is  aiTertvd  that  he  had  intended,  inftead  of  the  miferable  bcar- 
iay  which  he  offbred  as  evidence,  to  have  produced  the  unhappy  dauphio 
in  a  ftate  of  intoxication,  and  to  have  extorted  from  him  fucb  anrwcrs 
as  would  have  ferved  by  artful  equivocations  to  fubftantiate  the  crime 
his  more  than  diabolical  mahcc  had  fuggeftcd.  Playfsur'i  I^iftoqr  of 
Jacobinil'm,  p.  ^%^* 

con* 
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converfation,  and  morals  of  the  people,  was  con- 
fpicuous.  The  drefs  of  the  deputies  of  the  nation 
fitting  in  convention  was  fit  for  the  porters  on  the 
quays  ;  a  greafy  red  cap^  with  a  dirty  tri.-coloured 
cockade,  cHrty  linen,  a  coarfe  dirty  jacket,  daggers 
and  piftols  in  abundance  at  the  girdle,  and  a  large 
pair  of  pantaloons  of  coarfe  blue  cloth :  their  con- 
verfation  was  made  up  of  oaths,  execrations,  ob- 
fcenities,  and  blafphemies,  and  their  morals  were 
worthy  of  their  appearance  and  dialect  S  The  con- 
fummation  pf  their  atrocities  was  the  formal  aboU-* 
tion  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  the  revival  of  pa<p 
ganifm,  by  the  wor(hip  of  liberty,  equality,  and 
reafon.  A  feaft  in  honour  of  the  latter  attribute  iothNo7« 
was  given  at  Paris  5  the  goddefs  was  reprefented  by  ^**.*  ^^ 
madame  Momoro  "*,  who  honoured  every  individusu  ' 
of  the  convention  with  an  embrace.  This  profane 
ceremony  was  the  invention  of  Hebert  *.  *  The  f /- 
devant  cathedral  of  Paris  was  decorated  for  the  oc- 
cafion  with  a  temple  of  philofophy  ere£):ed  on  a 
mount,  adorned  with  the  buits  of  philofophers,  and 
illuminated  with  a  flambeau,  denominated  the  torch  of 
truth.  Befides  the  (Convention,  all  the  conftituted 
authorities  ailifted  at  this  ridiculous  ceremony,  and 
paid  their  vows  and  adorations, 

c  New  Annual  Regifter  for  I794»  p*  351 »  S5>*  Roland's  Appeal, 
yol.  i.  p.  115. 

^  Madamb  Momoro  was  married  to  the  prefident  of  one  of  the 
feAions  of  ParU.  Shb  was  a  great  coarle  woman,  awkward  in  her 
carriage,  with  a  boitieroiis  voice,  and  bad  t.eth.  After  aAing  her 
part  in  this  burlefquc;  ceremony,  flie  was  implicated  in  the  confpiracy 
of  the  Cordeliers,  of  which  c|ub  her  huib^nd  was  a  conrpicuous 
member,  arrefted  and  fent  to  the  prifon  called  Part  Libre,  She  bore  the 
railleries  of  her  fellow  prifoners  with  a  goo(i  grace^and  entertained,  for 
fomt  time,  hopes  that  an  infurref^ion  of  the  people  would  procure  the 
)ibcratton  of  her  hulband  and  herfelf  $  but  ihefe  hopes  were  fruftcated* 
Soon  after  the  execution  of  her  hulband  flie  was  transferred  to  the 
CpHciergm,  from  the  Concurgerie  to  the  i-evolutionaiy  tribunal,  and  from 
|he  tribunal  to  the  guillotine,  where  (he  was  executed  the  19th  pf 
^arch  1794. 

«  Play  fair's  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  58^, 

Hebert 
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Hubert  .  Hebert  afpirkig,  after  the  death  of  Marat,  to  hold 
^acks  ^^  place  in  the  public  opinion  which  his  pattern 
and  Dan*  had  occupied,  began  like  him  to  attack  the  idok  of 
<<»•  the  day;    but  he  esiperjbiced  a  fatal  difierenoe. 

The  court  and  FeuiUans,  whom  ilbxzt  had  af* 
failed,  were  by  birth,  education,  and  habits  ren* 
dered  incapable  of  maintaining  an  equal  conteft 
with  him ;  but  when  his  imitator  began,  from  re* 
fentment  at  not  being  appointed  mmifter^  to  fet 
Le  Pere  Ducbefne  oil  the  enriched  patriots  ^,  their 
fufceptibility  to  fuch  attacks  produced  his  down&L 
He  commenced  hoftilities  by  a  virulent  inveftire 
againft  Lacroix,  by  fome  indirect  ilrokes  at  Dan* 
ton^,  and  by  denouncing  Barrere  at  die  Jacobin 
club  K  Robefpierre,  who  had  refolved  the  deftruc* 
tion  of  the  Cordeliers,  as  well  as  of  Danton  and 
feveral  other  of  his  colleagues,  obferved  with  &Ltif- 
fa^ion,  that  theu:  divifion  would  render  them  the 
inftruments  of  mutual  deftrudion.  He  determined 
to  cet  rid  of  Hebert  and  his  aflbciates  firft,  as  the 
moll  daring,  atrocious,  and  dangerous.  To  pre- 
pare the  public  mind  for  their  deflrudion,  CamiUe 
Defmoulins,  in  a  vein  of  wit  which  chara&erifed 
his  writings,  expofed  thofe  deities  of  the  day  to 
fcom,  ana  afterwards  to  hatred,  by  implicating  them 
in  counter-revolutionary  charges,  and  ilating  that 
Le  Pere  Ducbefne  conftituted  the  deBght  of  Co- 
blentz,  and  the  only  hope  of  Pitt  ^. 
Attempts  Hebert,  alarmed  for  his  fafety,  took  advantage 
leaTonr  of  Robefpierre*s  illnefs,  and  endeavoured  by  means 
of  the  Cordeliers  to  excite  the  people  againft  the 
Jacobins,  but  in  vain.  The  feftion  of  Marat  alone 
declared  itfelf  in  a  {late  of  infurredion,  but  the  reft 
of  the  city  did  not  follow  the  example.     Hebert, 


C  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  175.  ^  Ibid. 

1  Mifs  Williams's  Letteis  in  17941  vol.  iii.  p.  65, 

k  Idem,  vol.  ii.  p.  15.     CoDlpiiacy  of  KobelpterrCy  p.  uj« 
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from  the  tribune  of  the  Cordeliers,  declared  that 
tyratin^  exifted,  and  caufed  a  veil  of  black  crape  to 
be  thrown  over  the  rights  of  man*.     Thefe  mea-  xsth'Mar, 
fures  only  precipitated  his  ruin :  he  was  arrefted,  ^J?\  j 
together  with  Ronfin,  Vincent,   and  feveral  affo- 
ciates,  and  condufted  to  the  Conciergerie^  tied  hand 
and  foot.     The  joy  of  the  prifoners  was  extreme ; 
they  confidered  themfelves  fecure  from  another  lis 
<cond  of  September,  a  fear  which  had  haunted  them 
during  their  confinement,    while  thefe  fangumary 
ruffians  governed  the  publia  mind.     In  prifon,  He- 
bett  bewailed  his  fate  in  the  accents  of  effeminate 
defpondency ".     Previous   to  his  trial,  he  endea* 
voured  to  avert  the  impaiding  ftorm,  by  declaringi 
in  his  journal,  that  he  was  not  prefent  at  the  Cor- 
deliers when  the  refolution  paffed  to  throw  a  crape 
over  the  rights  of  man  ;  and  that  he  meant  not  t<5 
glance  at  Kobefpierre  when  he  attacked  the  en»- 
riched   deputies ''•     His   aflertions  were  calculated 
to  ruin  others,  but  not  to   fave  himfelf.     When 
Ronfin,  his  fellow-prifoner,  faw  the  publication,  he 
obferv^d  that  it  was  all  idle  prate  }  and  that  his  only 
chance  of  defence  was  to  have  produced  parallel 
paflages   from   the    papers   of  Marat*.      He  was  *iftMar. 
brought  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  together  ^^^^^» 
with  feventeen  others,  charged  with  a  confpiracy, 
of  the  dxiftence  of  which  there  was  not  a  fliadow  of 
proof;  but  that  did  not  prevent  the  jury  from  find- 
ing all  the  parties  guilty,  except  one  Laboureau. 
Hebcrt,   petrified  with  terroi;,  did  not  fay  a  word 
in  his  defence.     On  returning  to  the  prifon,   he 
gave  way  to  fear  and  defpair ;  he  repeatedly  feinted, 
and  was  at  times  delirious ;  he  exprefled  a  wifli  to 
die,  yet  had  not  that  gloomy  courage,  the  offspring 

I  New  Annual  Regift^r  for  1794,  p.  35*^    Mif»  WlUiams^s  L€U 
ters  in  1794.,  vol.  ii.  p.  i6. 

'^  Mil's  Williams's  Letters  in  1794,  vol.  i<.  p,  iS* 
a  New  Annual  Regifter  for  1794,  p.  351. 
•  Tableau  dcs  Prti'ons  fous  RobtTpteiri;. 
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of  defperadon  bordering  on  infanity^  which  leads  to 
finciexe.     the  commiffion  of  fuidde.     He  went  to  the  guU- 
cuted*       lotine  with  the  genuine  and  heartfelt  joy  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Paris  \  who  hoped  to  gain  by  his  death 
a  refpite  from  the  fanguinary,  immoral,  and  difguft- 
ing  fcenes  he  was  known  to  have  excited  and  ap- 
plauded.    After  his  death ,  the  Parifians  ventured 
to  wafli  their  faces  and  wear  clean  linen ;  and  the 
club  of  Cordeliers,  after  a  vain  attempt  to  conciliate 
the  Jacobins,  funk  into  infigniBcance  '• 
Account        Hebert  was  married ;  his  wife  was  unknown  du- 
^f^^       rin£  his  life,  and  afterwards  only  remarkable  by  the 
rapidity  with  which  her  fate  followed  his ;  by  her 
being,  like  him,  condemned  for  an  imaginary  con- 
fpiracy}  and  by  her  intimacy,  during  her  confine- 
ment at  the  Conciergeriey  with  madame  Defmoulins, 
widow  of  the  man  who  caufed  the  fall  of  her  huf- 
band,  which  was  fo  fpeedily  fucceeded  by  his  own. 
Madame  Defmoulins  and  (he,  feated  on  one  ftone  in 
that  dreary  prifon,  frequently  deplored  their  mutual 
lofs,  offered  their  aSedions,  civilities,  and  confola- 
loth  Apr.  tions.     They  went  to  trial  and  to  the  fcaffold  toge. 
*^^*'       ther,  converfed  on  the  way  with  great  cordiality, 
and  took  their  leave  of  each  other  with  an  affec- 
tionate embrace  *. 

q  Confptracy  of  Robefpierre,  p.  isS.  PUyfair*s  Hiftoiy  of  Jacot^ 
hTnifm,  p.  5S5.  New  Annual  Regiftcr  for  1794.,  p»  jfft  Tableao 
des  Friront  tout  Robefpierre. 

<*  Mifs  Wiiiiains^s  Letters  in  17949  p.  ii»  PIayftit*t  Hiftoiy, 
p.  6ia. 

•  Tableau  des  Prifont  fou^Robefpime.  Mift  Willitmt*t  Ctctcrs 
to  i794»*oi.ii.  |»  35, 
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Ill 


HENRioT  was  the  offspring  of  parents  who  were  Origin, 
poor,  but  maintained  an  irreproachable  cha- 
rafter,  refiding  in  Paris.  In  his  youth  he  was  foot- 
man to  a  counfellor  of  parliament,  named  Fer- 
mont,  who,  plcafed  with  his  behaviour,  obtained 
for  him  the  place  of  coriimis  des  barrieres^  the  emo- 
luments of  which  were  fmall,  but  fufficient  for  his 
fupport ;  and  in  which  he  continued  till  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  1789.  Robefpierre  at  that  period 
became  acquainted  with  hini  in  the  fauxbourg  Saint 
Marceau,  and  he  remained  attached  to  his  interefts 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life  ^ 

He  made  no  confpicuous  figure  in  the  early  pe-  ^^  Sept 
Tiods  of  the  revolution,  but  rofe  by  degrees  to  be  Amft«i 
commandant  of  his  feftion.  In  this  capacity  he  dif-  the  maf- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  cruelty  to  the  priefts  con-  ^^^"• 
fined  in  the  convent  of  St.  Firmin  :  he  announced 
to  them,  in  the  moft  unqualified  terms,  that  they 
fhould  all  be  exterminated ;  and,  on  the  fatal  day 
of  their  maffacre,  exerted  himfelf  with  great  adtivity 
in  their  condemnation  and  execution ". 

At  the  period  of  infurreftion,  when  the  conteft  jiftMaj 
between  the  Mountain  and  the  Girondifts  came  to  j^JJ* 
an  iflue,  he  was,  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  his  party,  command 
Taifed  to  the  command  of  the  national  guard  j  and  *''  ^f  ^*^? 
he  executed  his  commiifion  of  overawing  the  con-  gua^.^ 

•  Confpiracy  of  Robcrpierrc,  f.  76.    Pages,  ▼oJ^iJ.  p#  «*7, 
«  BairuePa.  Hiflory  oJ  the  Clergy,  Part  III,  p.  115,    Confpinicy  of 
EobefpieriTi  p.  76.    Pages*  &c»  &c« 
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vention,  with  the  greateft  brutality:  his  watch- 
words were  infurreSlion  and  vigour^.  The  prefi- 
dent  ordered  Henriot  to  withdraw  the  troops;  he  re- 
turned for  anfwer,  that  when  he  had  obeyed  the 
will  of  the  people  he  might  attend  to  that  of  the 
reprefentatives,  but  not  before  ;  and  he  prevented 
the  members  of  the  convention  from  leaving  the 
hally  till  they  had  paiTed  the  decree  againft  the  Brif- 
fotine  party  '^.  The  fuccefs  of  thefe  fervices  en- 
deared him  to  his  employers  fo  much,  that  he  was 
continued  in  the  command  of  the  national  guard  for 
the  reft  of  his  life. 
Hit  cruel-  He  now  gave  himfelf  up  to  debauchery  and  daily 
*y*  ebriety  *•     In  the  courfe  of  his  employ  his  duty  led 

him  to  vifit  the  prifoners,  towards  whom  his  beha- 
viour was  fo  infulting  and  cruel,  as  to  add  an  ini- 
preffion  of  inconceivable  horror  to  the  miferies  ot- 
their  fituation,  to  deprive  them  of  the  little  fpirits 
which  courage  or  prefence  of  mind  could  afibrd  in 
their  doleful  flate,  and  to  produce  fainting,  anguiih, 
and  defpair  \ 
He  is  dc-        Henriot  was  denounced  by  the  committee  of  ge- 
nounced.    ^^^  fafety  together  with  Vincent  and  Ronfin,  and 
would  like  them  have  been  brought  to  the  fcaffold, 
but  he  foHcited  the  proteftion  of  Robefpierre,  and 
obtained  it  by  promifes  of  the  moft  unconditional 
obedience.     He  was  (aved,  and  continued  in  his 
command,  though  orders  for  his  trial  had  actually 
been   figned\     He  faithfully  adhered  to  his  en- 
gagement, and  was  the  confidential  agent  of  the 
denunciations,  arrefts,  and  projedis  pf  his  patron* 
%ix\i  July      ,  When  the  fall  of  Robefpierre  was  in  agitation^ 
AnViled     ^  decree  for  the  arreftation  of  Henriot  was  obtained 
by  Tallien.    He  was  taken,  and  twice  leCcued  by 

*  Pagety  voK  ii.  p.  14.5. 

7  Hiitories,     Mit's  WilliamSi  &c«  &c« 

s  Ecat  de  la  France^  p.  69* 

>  Mifs  Williams's  Letters  in  17941  tol«  i>  p*  ^%$  !$« 

^  Etat  de  U  France,  p.  Co* 

his 
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his  psi^.    Tit  ran  about  the  ftreets,  rallying  a9 
many  of  the  national  troops  as  he  could  find^  and 
divicHng  them  into  three  parties,  invefted  the  con* 
vention  and  committee  of  public  fafety  with  two  of 
them,  and  fent  the  third  to  defend  the  HoteLde-villey 
where  Robefpierre  was.     /This  was  the  miftake 
which  decided  the  day,  and  proves  the  weaknefs  of 
the  confpirators.    If,  inflead  of  dividing  the  forces, 
they  had  brought  the  whole  army  agamft  the  con^ 
vention,  and  Robefpierre  and  the  other  deputies 
had  fuddenly  refum^  their  feats^  they  might  with 
cafe  have  regenerated  that  body,  by  deftroyiilg  the 
members  who  oppofed  them ;  or  have  broken  it  up, 
as  incapable  of  regeneration.     Inftead  of  availing 
themfelves  of  the  moment  of  agitation  and  doubt 
to  carry  their  point,  they  wafted  fome  hours  in 
hatangues  and  Conlbltations ;  during  which  time  the 
troops  were  alienated  from  their  leader ;  the  citi- 
zens of  Paris,  apprized  of  the  real  ftate  of  affairs, 
rallied  around  the  convention,  who,  when  Henriot  Outlawed, 
came  again  to  demand  their  furrender,  put  liim  out 
of  the  law*    Alarmed  at  appearances  fo  decidedly 
cppofite  to  his  hopes,  and  at  the  defedion  of  the 
foldiery,  he  returned  to  the  Hatel'de-vilUy  where  the 
remainder  of  the  night  was  fpent  in  tumultuous 
and  reproachful  conmltation.     At  day-break,  in- 
ftead of  being  befiegers,  they  faw  themfelves  out- 
lawed and  befieged.     In  vain  Henriot  from  the  win* 
dow  harangued  the  foldiers,  they  refufed  to  obey 
his  orders.     The  danger  of  their  fituation  enraged 
Coffinhal  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  in  his  fury  he     *«ih. 
threw  him  out  of  a  window  into  the  ftreet.     Dread-  ^*J'^^* 
fiiUy  bimfed  by  his  fall,  yet  defirous  to  fave  his  life,  window. 
Henriot  crept  into  a  common  fewer,  where  he  was 
flior^y  afterwards  difcovered  by  fome  foldiers,  who, 
to  mie  him  come  out  of  his  lurking-place,  ftruck 
him  wih  their  bayonets  and  thruft  out  one  of  his 
eyes,  Widch  hung  by  the  ligaments  down  his  cheek, 
▼ou  i\  K  K  He 
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He  was  identified  at  the  revolutionary  tribunal^  and 
executed  the  fame  day,  with  Robelpierre  and  the 
Executed,  reft  of  his  alTociates.  He  went  to  the  fcaffbld  with 
no  other  drefs  than  his  under  waiftcoat,  all  over 
filth  from  the  common  fewer  where  he  had  lain, 
and  blood  fi'om  his  own  wounds.  The  people  teA 
tified  their  joy  in  his  fate  by  loud  acclamadons  : 
many  of  them  tauntingly  told  him,  he  looked  then 
juft  as  he  did  when  he  came  from  the  prifon  of  S^t 
Firmin,  after  the  maffacre  of  the  priefts.  As  he 
was  going  to  afcend  the  fcaffbld,  a  by-ftander 
fnatched  out  the  eye  which  had  been  difplaced  from 
its  focket.    He  fuffered  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  \ 

c  The  pmtieutars  of  thefe  tranfa^ions  are  collefled  ftotti  the  Con- 
fpiracjr  of  Robefpterre,  p.  sos.  Mifi  Williains's  Lctten  lo  X7f#, 
vol*  iii.  p.  169.  173.  Page8»  vol.  ii.  p.  »i9.  New  Annaal  Regitfer 
for  X794>  p.  378  to  381.    Debates^  tec. 
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